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Ghyslaine and Sylvain Staëlens first became an artistic team in 1996, when the two self-taught artists decided 
to move into the remote countryside of D’Auvergne. This volcanic region provided them with plenty of 
materials with which to create sculpture, bas-relief, masks, figurines, totems, and crucifixes.  The floating wood, 
roots, and rusted metals that they found there soon became indispensable to their work.   

Starting from sophisticated assemblies of tree branches and roots, the couple manufactures creations that give 
rise to animal and human forms. Often the figures are embedded with nails and wires and oxidized to give 
the appearance of rusted metal, which they use in reference to the various mental entities that stimulate us or 
torment us. For the artists, the flexible and solid wire symbolizes attachment, the barbed wire and the nails 
symbolize suffering, and the branches represent discipline, rigor, and control of the spirit.  

Visible from the house/studio is the Notre Dame de Claviers Chapel, built before 1109 from the same 
volcanic stone as used in their sculptures.  In it is a crucifix and fourteen stone Stations of the Cross, some of 
them carved by a nineteenth century hermit named Francois Lesmarie. It was definitely a formative influence.  
There was also a very famous carving of a dark-skinned Virgin in the chapel, later removed to another 
location.  But the robed influence of that dark figure has never left their town of Jailhac or the imaginations of 
the Staëlens.  She is one of their muses. Nearby is the Bois de Jailhac. The Staëlens call it “the forest”.

“When we arrived in Auvergne we were so surrounded by Catholicism we absorbed the crucifixion, religious 
souls, and with time, years in Auvergne we begin to form characters in harmony with the forest and the 
volcanos, hunters, sentinels, sentries, horsemen, mysterious people, tough, fighting for their survival.  All our 
sculptures are connected to each other from the very beginning when we started.”

The work of the Staëlens is a perfect example for us of artists who dig deep within themselves to find the 
roots of their own cultures without ripping off imagery of other cultures. They copy nothing, they reinvent 
themselves through the inspiration of the forest and history around them. For us, they have found a place in 
their art that taps into a spiritual universalism, a respect for all cultures, and a retelling of the magic of their 
own very European roots.
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