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 WHO WE ARE                                                                            

Mending Faces is a 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization founded in 2010 by a passionate, 
experienced group of medical and nonmedical professionals to make a life-changing 
difference for underprivileged children born with facial deformities. We conduct 
medical missions in the Philippines and other developing countries to provide surgical 
care at zero cost for children born with cleft lip and cleft palate and other deformities. 
Healthcare professionals and outreach personnel donate their time and expertise, 
and fund their own travel expenses to participate in every mission. 

Our goal? To help children lead productive lives in their communities and offer a 
continuum of care through our commitment to the geographic areas that we serve. 

Our first medical Mission to El Salvador 

is set for October 7-10 at the Hospital Militar 

Central in San Salvador. We will have two 

operating tables and will perform surgery 

on approximately 40 patients.
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CLICK TO READ THIS YEAR’S LETTER 
FROM OUR CHAIR, MIMI WONG

Mission 2019:
San Salvador, El Salvador  •  Octber 7-10

Mission 2020:
Kalibo, Philippines

February 2-7

http://www.mendingfaces.org/a-letter-from-the-chair


 MISSION 2019
  Jan. 27- Feb. 1: Lucena, Philippines

Hundreds of supporters and donors, and 51 Mending Faces volunteers and countless 
local volunteers made up of: pediatricians,  surgeons, speech therapists, dentists, 
anesthesiologists, nurses, and outreach, restored hope and provided a brighter future 
to those whose lives were burdened by cleft lip, cleft palate and other deformities.

•   In just four days of surgeries, our team 
performed surgeries on:

     –  70 patients, 76 procedures: 35 cleft 
lips, 38 cleft palates, 3 hand surgeries.

     –  39 boys, 31 girls.

•   Over half of the cleft lip patients were  
1 years-old or younger.

•   There were 2 operating rooms in use, 
with 5 operating tables. (Surgeons and 
nurses worked from 7:30 am to 8 pm.)

•   Our oldest patient was 22 years old and 
our youngest was 6 months old.

•   This was our third year in Lucena. We 
had 15 returning patients, who had their 
lips repaired last year and their palates 
repaired this year.

•   Each patient worked with one of our 
speech therapists and received a special 
speech tool kit to practice correct speech 
sounds at home.

•   Upon discharge, each patient received 
a care sheet and a backpack stuffed 
with clothes, toys and toothbrush/
toothpaste.

•   Dental Treatment resulted in 81 exams.

•   1,300 elementary school children 
were provided with dental education, 
a toothbrush, toothpaste, and an oral 
hygiene pamphlet.

•   8 students were sponsored to attend 
school through our Education Fund. We 
now sponsor 31 children!
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“In the operating room we are the 
lucky few… the last people to see 
the children in their old life and 
the first people to see them in their 
new one. That experience is unlike 
anything in the world and each 
year I am so thankful to be just a 
tiny piece in the bigger picture 
of this wonderful mission.”    

— Alison Stift, Mission Volunteer

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT OUR MISSION TO LUCENA, PHILIPPINES

www.mendingfaces.org/medical-mission


surgery. The reassuring smiles and calm words 
of the volunteers give the mothers more hope.

Their child then disappears behind the swinging 
doors, and worry grows. Looking around and seeing 
the other children return from their own surgeries, 
these mothers become a little more hopeful. They 
worry. They hope. And hope some more.

Finally, they hear the news that their child is out of 
surgery – emotions run wild. The waiting, nervous, 
anxious and hopeful mother walks the long corridor 
to the post-op room, turns the corner, and … hope 
and relief and joy overshadow their worries as they 
scoop their little one into their arms and help them 
recover from anesthesia. Full of renewed hope 
and less worry, the mothers know their child 
will have a better life and a brighter future 
thanks to the coordinated efforts of all those 
involved with Mending Faces.

As a mother I am designed to worry and to hope 
– I worry when my child is sick, injured, upset… 
and I hope for the best for my child – in health, in 
happiness, in life. After spending a week talking 
to mothers of the children who came to Lucena, I 
gained insight into their world of worries and hopes.

From the moment they left their homes, these 
mothers were full of both. They worry for their child’s 
well-being as they traveled several hours by boat, 
bus or van to get to the Quezon Medical Center; and 
they desperately hoped Mending Faces could help 
their children get a better life. Once they arrived at 
the hospital, they sat and watched patiently until it 
was their turn. One by one, each child was screened. 
Some worry, more hope. Hundreds of questions. As 
they met and spoke with volunteers, their worries 
began to dissipate.

Next stop: surgery day. Here, they had to be patient 
once again, and the mothers became more hopeful. 
They worried about the upcoming surgeries, the 
discomfort, the recovery; but they were also hopeful 
– wondering to what extent the surgery would 
brighten their child’s future.

Every family is asked to arrive by 4 pm the day 
before their surgery. They are then assigned to a 
cot to wait. They spend the night at the hospital 
along with the other children scheduled for the next 
day. During the long night, the mothers worry. In 
the morning, they wait again. They watch the shift 
change and the volunteers arrive. 

Excitement builds. When their child is taken down 
the hall and returns later with their IV, they can’t help 
but worry. They are nervous, they are also hopeful. 
After what seems to be an interminable wait, the 
nurses come and pick up their child. It’s time for 

 SPOTLIGHT:
 As a Mother, by Yama Foreman, Mending Faces Volunteer
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“They worried about the 
upcoming surgeries, the 

discomfort, the recovery; but they 
were also hopeful – wondering 

to what extent the surgery would 
brighten their child’s future.”



 PARTNERSHIPS 

Mending Faces is grateful for the partnerships 
that are instrumental in our success including 
our on-the-ground facilitator in the Philippines, 
The Original Ugat Lucena Association (UGAT).

Our stateside partner, SCL Health in Denver, 
provides stipends to their nurses who travel with 
our team to care for patients and work side-by-
side with Filipino nurses.

The MAP program  donated $16,350 of sutures, 
and AmeriCares donated $3,500 of surgical and 
anesthetic supplies. 

Global Grins donated 
more than 1,000 
toothbrushes for our 
elementary school dental 
visits, and Colgate 
donated the toothpaste.

Stinson Leonard Street LLP provides legal 
advice to Mending Faces.

DaVita Kidney Care, a division of DaVita 
HealthCare Partners Inc., awarded grants for 
our medical mission.

Speech therapy is an  important part of 
our medical missions each year as surgery 
alone does not fix speech impediments. 
Our volunteer team of speech therapists first 
meets the patients for an evaluation of speech 
sound production. We then prepare a kit for 
each child to take home, with information and 
materials for parents to help their children 
practice the correct speech sounds, oral 
airflow and the pronounciation of consonants.

SPEECH THERAPY 
DURING OUR MEDICAL 
MISSIONS
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Executive Officers:

Chair, Dr. Mimi Wong, MD, a founding board member, graduated from Creighton University with a B.S. in 
Biology. She then attended the University of Kansas and graduated with a Medical Degree. She completed 
her anesthesiology residency and trauma fellowship at the University of Colorado. Dr. Wong works as an 
anesthesiologist for Physician Anesthesia Services where she has been in practice for over 20 years. 

Vice Chair, Dr. Jeff Swail, MD, a founding board member, trained in general surgery at Queen’s University 
in Kingston, Ontario and in plastic surgery in at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. He has been 
in private practice for over 20 years in Boulder, CO. Dr. Swail specializes in plastic surgery and served as 
Chief of Surgery at Boulder Community Hospital from 2002-2004.

Board of Directors:

Monnie Biety, MBA - Treasurer/Secretary
Dr. Sami Lababidi, DO - Anesthesia
Dr. Chris Biety, DDS, MS - Dentistry
Carrie Lababidi, BA, RRT - Allied Health                       
Amy Metzger, CST - Inventory/Supplies
Kerry Arellana - Nursing
Julie Hobbins - Preoperative Coordinator
David McHale - Corp. Development

Associate Board Members:

Dan Wennogle, Esq.
Amy Kennedy 

Advisory Board:

Jay LaVigne, Esq.
Donna LaVigne
Gabby Wong
Katie Funk
Dan Fead
Jeremy Douglas
Cathy McNamara

Staff:

Maya Brook - Executive Director
Mabel Palomar  - Mission Liaison

Mission Photographers:

Rhonda Diltz and Svein Kornerud
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 OUR TEAM CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT OUR TEAM

http://www.mendingfaces.org/team


$7,000 +
SCL Health

$5,000- $6,999

David McHale

International College of Dentists 
Foundation

$1,000-$4,999

April Fund
Broomfield Rotary Charitable 
Foundation
Carey & Brian Burke
Chris & Monnie Biety
Christine Tye-Coleman
Daniel Conover
DWS
Grozdana Weis & Matt Leavy
Harry Delashmutt
Indian Homes/ Jim Burke
International College of Dentists-
Colorado Chapter
James & Debra Ellman
John & Agathe McNamara
John Rickenbacker
Karen Culver
Kim & Dave Turnley
Kyle & Kristin Hoppes
Lee Voorhis
Megan Englehart

Mimi Wong
Network For Good
Our Lady of the Canyon
Pat and Mellisa Allen
Peter Coates
Robert & Jenny Phillips
Ryan & Maya Brook
Sarah Simpson
Sherry Frydenlund
The Doctors Management 
Company
Wanda Harrell

$500-$999

Alan Gettelman
Boulder Valley Plastic Surgery
Brad Holbrook
Cathy McNamara
Dana Jett
Davita
Erin Lewis
G Cress Bernard

Georgia Hwang
HONOR Payment Solutions
Jay & Donna LaVigne
Jenni Himelic
John Meehan
Keller Independent School 
District
Kerry & Rodolfo Arellana
Kevin & Elizabeth Ransom
Kevin J. Millard
Kimberly Bischoff
Leonard Pearson
Mark & Karen Maertins
Mark & Jennifer Riccardi
Mark Garcia
Nancy Gettelman
Richard Bindseil
Rocky Mountain Food Factory, Inc.
Salvador & Evelina Mojica
Sean Rogers
Ted & Joanne Pickett
Teri Rawlins-Cardell

 SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to the following individuals and entities for supporting our mission during our fiscal year, April 1, 2018- March 31, 2019.
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Revenue
Individual Contribution $83,819
Corporate Contributions $8,835
Institutional/Grants $36,686
Special Events $41,208
Other (Investment Income) ($4,761)
Total Revenue $165,787

Expenses
Mission 2018 & El Salvador 2019  $106,261
Fundraising  $20,066
Administration  $15,539
Total Expenses  $141,866

Change in Net Assets (Total Profit) $23,921
Net Assets at the  
   beginning of the year  $188,113
Net Assets at the  
   end of the year  $212,034

Assets 
Current Assets  $129,570
Medical Equipment  
   (net of depreciation) $4,600
Rose Community Investments $79,768
Total Assets $213,938

Liabilities
Current Liabilities  $1,904
Net Assets  $212,034
Net Assets & Liabilities  $213,938

 FINANCIALS
Our Mission: Restoring hope and providing a brighter future to those whose lives are 
burdened by cleft lip, cleft palate and other deformities.

Donate Today!

$250  –   Cleft Lip or Cleft Palate surgery for one child
$150  –   One Education Fund Scholarship (1 school year: tuition, uniforms, books, supplies,  

and transportation)
$100  –   Medications for one surgery
$50  –   A take-home gift bag for a patient
$25  –   Transportation for patients and their families to and from the hospital

Donations can be made online at mendingfaces.org/donate-today or by sending a check to:
Mending Faces  |  P.O. Box 214  |  Broomfield CO 80038

mendingfaces.org

Our Endowment Fund helps ensure that children born with cleft lip and cleft palate have access 
to medical care for generations to come. Create your lasting legacy. For more information, contact 
Executive Director Maya Brook, at: maya@mendingfaces.org 

Mending Faces is an incorporated and registered 
charity with the Colorado Secretary of State and with 
the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization. Our Tax 
ID number is: 27-2151804

CLICK HERE TO DONATE ONLINE

http://www.mendingfaces.org/donate-today

