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Wisdom begins with respect for the Lord.

The Redesigned SAT & PSAT
Our students may have concerns
about the redesigned SAT and
PSAT/NMSQT. To help students
prepare for these tests, we would
like to explain the changes in
format and spotlight free online
resources for study.
The redesigned PSAT/NMSQT
will be used in October of this
year. However, the redesigned
SAT will not be in place until
March 2016. The Class of 2016
(rising 12th Grade students)
should continue to use the old
SAT prep resources available at
student.collegeboard.org for
testing through January 2016.

an account on the Khan Academy
site at www.khanacademy.org/sat
to access their exclusive updated
resources for SAT and PSAT prep.
Through Khan Academy, students
can take a practice test (online or in
print) to familiarize themselves
with the new format. The practice
test enables the site to personalize
each student’s test prep experience
based on individual results.
Students planning to take the
PSAT/NMSQT in the fall should
use the updated resources from
Khan Academy over the summer.
We anticipate exemplary results
from our students on the revised
tests. Take full advantage of these
authorized resources to optimize
your testing experience.

We recommend that rising 10th
and 11th Grade students create

Redesigned SAT & PSAT/NMSQT
• The redesigned SAT is simpler
and more aligned with school
learning and practical vocabulary.
• The score scale has been adjusted
to 400-1600 points, reflecting two
800-point sections instead of three.
• There is no longer a negative
point penalty for incorrect or
“guessed” answers. Correct
answers are worth one point;
incorrect answers are worth zero.
• The essay section is no longer
required on the redesigned SAT,
but students may choose to
complete an optional essay,
which will be graded separately
on a two to eight point scale.
• The redesigned PSAT/NMSQT
has the same section structure and
rules as the redesigned SAT.

Class of 2015 Acceptances
American University
Boston University
California State University
Case Western Reserve University
Clark University
College of William and Mary
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Emory University
George Mason University
George Washington University
Corcoran School of the Arts & Design
Georgetown University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University

Lehigh University
Liberty University
Marymount University
Miami University
Michigan State University
Ohio State University
Pennsylvania State University
Radford University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Roanoke College
Rutgers University
Saint John’s University
Saint Louis University
State University of New York

Stony Brook University
University of Baltimore
University of California
University of Illinois
University of Iowa
University of Mary Washington
University of North Carolina
University of Pittsburgh
University of Washington
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Washington State University
Wesley College
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News & Events

AWARDS ASSEMBLY
On the last day of school, students, staff and parents
gathered to honor the hard work and accomplishments
of the year. We also said our farewells to our longtime
French teacher, Madame Lucette Fulford, who retired at
the end of the school year.
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Class of 2015
The Fairfax Christian School Class of 2015
graduated on May 21st. The ceremony
took place at Hidden Creek Country Club
and included stirring performances by the
Fife & Drum Corps and A Cappella Choir.
Our speaker was Rev. Chris Bear,
senior pastor of Reston Presbyterian
Church and a proud FCS parent.

Valedictorian
Yu Jung “Kate” Hyun

Congratulations to all of our
accomplished graduates!

Salutatorian
Hao “Victor” Jing
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Teacher Feature: Mr. Aaron Thurston
Aaron Thurston has taught
classes in nearly every subject
area during his six years at FCS,
including math, economics,
science, Bible and ESL courses.
His area of expertise (and
particular favorite) is history,
but he cheerfully takes on a
variety of Middle and High
School classes each year.

technology enhances the subject
material. His goal is to make
sure that all of his students will
excel in college, their careers
and their communities.
Whether in the classroom or as
coach for the girls’ volleyball,
basketball and soccer teams, Mr.
Thurston says that working
with students is the best part of
his job. He especially enjoys
occasions when a student who
had struggled with a concept
finally has a “Eureka!” moment
and begins to succeed.

Mr. Thurston knew in 5th Grade
that he wanted to be a teacher.
A decade of experience as an
educator has not diminished his
passion for showing students
how to accomplish their goals.
During class, Mr. Thurston
encourages students to become
active learners by answering his
questions or asking questions of
their own. He maintains high
expectations for his students
and mentors them as they
prepare for the rigors of higher
education and real-world
challenges. Students work hard
in his classes, but they also learn

to enjoy the process and the
rewards of their honest efforts.
Besides taking notes on lectures
and homework readings,
students in Mr. Thurston’s
classes need to know how to
appropriately mix technology
into their learning processes.
Mr. Thurston uses technology
for homework assignments and
testing procedures when the

Mr. Thurston appreciates the
dedication and willingness to
learn that FCS students bring to
school every day.
“I knew that I wanted to help
change the world,” he says,
“and the best way for me to do
that was through teaching.
Watching students learn and
helping them succeed just
makes me smile.”

Real American Manners Camp
Children ages 5 through 12 are invited to participate in
our annual summer etiquette camp. This camp is
designed to help students achieve important leadership
and social skills. A daily field trip for lunch at a variety
of local restaurants teaches children table manners for
every occasion.
Real American Manners Camp will take place from
August 3rd through 7th on the FCS main campus. Visit
www.fairfax-christian-school.com/summer-programs/
for additional information and to download the
registration form.
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