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Fall 2018

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

The Fairfax Christian School 
celebrated the opening of their 
new Dulles campus with a 
Ribbon–Cutting Ceremony and 
Open House on Saturday, 
September 22nd. The event was 
attended by 10th District 
Congresswoman Barbara 
Comstock, Algonkian District 
Supervisor Suzanne Volpe, Broad 
Run District Supervisor Ron 
Meyer, along with many other 
distinguished guests and Fairfax 
Christian School families and 
friends.

“We are delighted to move into 
this new facility which will further 
our ability to enrich the lives of 

our students and open new 
opportunities for them,” said Jo 
Thoburn, President and CEO of 
the Fairfax Christian School. “We 
hosted our first soccer game on 
our new soccer field, the energy 
was fantastic, the first of many 
great events to come.”

The new Fairfax Christian School 
campus is located in the Dulles 
area near the intersection of 
Routes 28 and 606. The new 
campus features a 50,000 square–
foot facility with spacious 
classrooms located on fifteen 
acres. Founded in 1961. With 
small class sizes and personal 
attention, the Fairfax Christian 

School is a safe place where every 
student will learn and grow.

“Since 1961, the Fairfax Christian 
School has established a tradition 
of outstanding academic 
achievement through the years,” 
noted Mrs. Thoburn. “Our record 
speaks for itself and the best is yet 
to come. We look forward to 
welcoming new students and 
families into our school.”

The Fairfax Christian School offers 
rolling admissions and students 
may transfer during the school 
year.  For more information call 
the Fairfax Christian School at 
703-759-5100.  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News & Events 
Fall Sports Assembly 
Our annual Fall Sports Assembly will be held in our Great 
Hall on Wednesday, November 21, at 12:15pm. All FCS 
parents, guardians and students are welcome to attend.

Thanksgiving Break
The school and offices will be closed on Thursday and 
Friday, November 22 and 23, in observance of 
Thanksgiving.

Open House
On Tuesday, November 27, we will be having an Open 
House from 9:00 – 10:00 am. Please invite your friends 
and colleagues seeking a school for their children. 
Encourage them to visit our new campus to learn more 
about this outstanding school. RSVP to either 
703-759-5100 or admissions@StudyFCS.com.

Registration for 2019–2020
Registration is now open for the 2019–2020 school year. 
Students paying their Enrollment fee by December 5, 
2018, are guaranteed a space.

Boys’ Basketball
The Boys’ Basketball team will meet for practices on 
the Soccer Field on Wednesday, November 7, and 
Thursday, November 8, from 3:00 – 4:00 pm. If you 
have not already submitted a Sports Physical form 
for Soccer, you will need to submit this form prior to 
participating in Basketball.

FCS Friends – Library Talk & Networking Night
On Thursday, November 8, join us for our first FCS 
Friends Library Talk & Networking Night from 6:00 
– 8:00 pm. Our special guest is Dr. Gary Glenn, 
whose practice focuses on Functional and Root 
Cause Medicine.

Fall Concert
The annual Fall Concert will take place in our Great 
Hall on Thursday, November 15, at 7:00pm. This 
event will feature a variety of performances by our 
Lower School students, Concert Band, A Cappella 
Choir, Music Ensemble and the  
Fife and Drum Corps.

Miss Heather 
Dodge has become 
a familiar face 
among our lower 
school students. 
She brings a 
positive outlook 
and an optimistic 
demeanor to our 
staff. Miss Dodge 
joined FCS this fall 
as an intern. Her 
internship is 
required to earn 

her Masters of Education degree in Student 
Counseling from Liberty University. 

As a school counselor, she will be working with 
students, teachers, administrators and parents. Her 

role is to help students meet academic, personal, 
social and career development needs.

Miss Dodge has a degree in education from 
Longwood University and has previously taught 
pre–K through High School. Miss Dodge attends 
Cornerstone Chapel in Leesburg, Virginia.

Most people don’t know Miss Dodge played 
women’s Rugby while attending Longwood. She 
also dedicated a year to mission trips, spending one 
month in eleven different countries, such as, 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand.

Miss Dodge already has made a lasting impression 
with our students and says she feels privileged to 
have this opportunity to serve and to get to know 
the wonderful parents, students and staff here at the 
Fairfax Christian School.

Staff Spotlight: Miss Heather Dodge 
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Boys’ Soccer
Our Boys’ Soccer team built a 
lot of character this year. 
They displayed great 
sportsmanship on and off the 
field. Mr. Marrs helped these 
hard–working young men 
develop a positive culture of 
dedication and integrity.

The Fairfax Christian School has received the Editors' Choice 
Award for Top High Schools and Colleges from Virginia 
Living Magazine. The award committee was impressed with 
the Fairfax Christian School's high academic standards, 
College Dual Enrollment offering, Advanced Placement, 
STEM and Business Honors Programs.

“It is an honor to be recognized once again as one of 
Virginia's Top High Schools,” said Jo Thoburn, President  
and CEO.

The Fairfax Christian School has received the Top High 
School Award every year since the award's inception. The 
school moved to a new Dulles campus this year. For more 
information, call 703-759-5100.

The Fairfax Christian School Receives 
2018 Top High School Award!
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FCS Family Science Night
The Fairfax Christian School hosted the Family Science 
Night in partnership with Children’s Science Center. 
Many of our FCS families attended and they were 
fantastic ambassadors for our school. We are very 
pleased with the number of families from the 
surrounding community that came out to enjoy a 
night filled with fun interactive learning and to see our 
new campus.

The Family Science Night offers a variety of engaging, 
hands–on science activities. These 
experiments are specially designed 
to encourage students to take 
interest in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics) subjects as well as 
nurturing curiosity in everyday  
life situations. 
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Homework Tips for a Great Year
Follow the Honor Code.
At the beginning of the year,
we have every student sign 
the Honor Code Pledge. By 
doing so, you agree to do your 
own homework and not to 
present another student’s 
work as your own. Your 
parents should never complete 
assignments for you. Never 
copy the answers from your 
peers or let them copy your 
work. Homework isn’t 
“busywork”; it’s an essential 
part of your education.

Sleep.
No matter how old you are, 
sleep is critical for success. 
Don’t stay up late on school 
nights. It is considered 
impolite to call, text or email 
your friends after 9:00pm 
because they need their sleep 
as well. You should get eight 
to twelve hours of sleep.

Ask for help.
If you’re struggling, don’t be 
afraid to ask your teachers for 
help. We also have an 
Academic Success Program 
from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, 
Monday through Thursday. 
The program is free for all 
full–paying Middle and High 
School students and available 
for a nominal fee to all others. 
You or your parents may call 
the school at 703-759-5100 
for details.

The school year is just 
beginning, so now is the time 
to start strong with solid study 
habits. Here are a few tips to 
get you going.

Choose your 
homework space. 
You should set aside a place 
where you will complete your 
homework every day. This 
space should have good 
lighting, all the supplies you 
need and WiFi access for 
online assignments. Make sure 
this area is quiet and free from 
distractions: no TV, loud 
music, phone calls or siblings.

Use JupiterEd.
JupiterEd is an assignment 
book, calendar and planner all 
in one. Review the calendar 
weekly to plan ahead and 
schedule your study time to fit 
your needs. Completing large 
assignments before the due 
date and in small portions 
throughout the week is easy 
and will reduce stress. 
Keeping track of your 
assignments lets you choose 
how to spend your study time 
wisely and effectively.

Schedule study time.
With planning and diligence, 
you should be able to finish 
your daily homework 
before bedtime. Start your 
homework as soon as you get

home and keep going until
you’re finished. Stay focused 
and avoid distractions.

One proven technique for 
studying effectively is the 
Pomodoro Method: for every 
twenty–five minutes of 
studying, take a five–minute 
break to stretch, have a snack 
and refresh yourself before 
continuing. There are several 
Pomodoro–friendly timing 
apps available for iPads.

If you’re having trouble 
getting your homework done 
within a reasonable amount of 
time, you may need to cut 
down on after–school 
activities. Extracurricular 
activities are exactly that: 
extra. They should never 
prevent you from maintaining 
a good grade.
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Cardinals in Flight
Our very own Miss Nailah Williams was 
recently chosen to participate in a thirty 
week Young Entrepreneurs Academy. With 
the help of her mentors and instructors, she 
was able to launch her first business and 
create an initiating product and its 
prototype. Through Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy, Nailah has been given 
opportunities to attend networking events, 
such as Loudoun's Small Business Awards 
Conference and the Virginia’s Women's 
Business conference. Miss Williams has 
connected with other entrepreneurs, 
learning how to prepare herself for running 
a company. She was able to speak with 
patent lawyers, lenders, professional public 
speakers and even had a chance to pitch her 
entire company and sales projections to a 
panel of investors. According to Nailah,“ I 
have become a businesswoman and learned 
what it truly means to be an entrepreneur.”

Ballet Lessons at FCS
The Fairfax Christian School and Principal Ballet 
are now offering ballet classes at our new Dulles 
campus:
• The Fairfax Christian School Dance Club class  

is from 3:00 – 4:00 pm on Wednesdays  
–– All Levels & All Ages. 

• Ballet 1 and 2 is from 4:00 – 5:00 pm on 
Wednesdays –– All Levels & All Ages. 

• Little Dancers, for 2 to 4 year olds on Saturdays 
from 9:45 – 10:30 am. 

• Ballet 1, for 5 to 8 year olds on Saturday  
from 10:30 – 11:30 am.
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Girls’ Volleyball
Congratulations to the Fairfax Christian School Girls' Volleyball 
team for capturing 3rd place this year. They finished the regular 
season with a 9 and 2 record in varsity competition, earning the 
second seed in the NVIAC Tournament. Coach Thurston quickly 
points out that these young ladies get full credit for their success. 
“These hardworking athletes play at a high level and their 
sportsmanship and dedication to one another are a joy to behold.” 

Team captains Noelia Velasquez and Margaret Grigsby have a 
competitive determination and camaraderie that has been 
infectious, and their record reflects it. Nataly Rojas, the Cardinals 
freshman hitter, leads the team with the most aces and most kills.



  !8

Mrs. Valerie Simon joined our 
faculty this fall, teaching our 
Second Grade class. She and her 
husband, Esan, joined the FCS 
family last spring when they 
enrolled their three children in 
Kindergarten, Second and 
Fourth Grades.

Mrs. Simon has been teaching 
Kindergarten through Third 
Grade for more than ten years, 
in West Virginia, Georgia, 
Florida and North Carolina. 
Mrs. Simon brings a fresh 
perspective and a lifetime of 
experience to our already 
wonderful teaching corps. She is 
a welcome addition.

Mrs. Simon attended West 
Virginia University where she 
earned a degree in elementary 
education with a specialization in 
early childhood development.

A couple fun facts about Mrs. 
Simon: besides being an identical 
twin, she is a former competitive 
swimmer, competing in the 
Olympic Trials in 1996.

When asked why she teaches at the 
Fairfax Christian School, Mrs. 
Simon candidly replied, “I love 
teaching at FCS because I get to 
teach students very eager to learn, 
and I love seeing my three children 
in school every day.”

The Cardinal is published quarterly.

Alumni News

This section features news and announcements from FCS Alumni. We would love to hear about 
graduations, weddings, births and more. Send your announcements to info@StudyFCS.com.

Our Seniors visited Georgetown 
University, one of the fine learning 
institutions that our students 
attend after graduation. FCS Class 
of 2015 graduate Kate Hyun is a 
Senior at Georgetown with a 
double major in Economics and 
Mathematics. 

“I believe a proper and precise 
understanding of data allows us to 
see the world at a higher 
resolution. I am passionate about 
problem solving and curious about 
the world, continually and 

relentlessly seeking ways to make a positive impact,” said Miss Hyun. She is making the most of 
her time at college and finding time for herself along the way, practicing jujitsu and painting. She is 
enjoying college life, both academically and socially.

Teacher Feature: Mrs. Valerie Simon

Mrs. Simon with her daughter Olivia at 
the FCS Family Science Night.


