Gathered Here
December 2016
Inside this issue:

Unitarian Church of Montreal / Église unitarienne de Montréal

Worship Calendar
Newcomers’ Corner

2
4

175th Anniversary

5

Money and Meaning

6

Workshop
UCM Portraits

8

RE & Music

9

Refugee Sponsorship
Update

10

BidSunday

10

Social Justice

11

News from the Board

11

of Management
Monthly Events

12

Joys and Sorrows

14

Closing Words

15

January newsletter
deadline:
December 16, 2016
Submission form

Editor:
communications@ucmtl.ca

UCM on Facebook

From Our Minister
Deck the halls!
Peace on earth, goodwill to all!
Don’t let the light go out!
Solstice, Christmas, Chanukah, it’s that
time of year. It’s hard not get sappy or
cliché when trying to say something
meaningful in this season. But I recognize
that many in our community are
approaching the coming New Year with a
lot of anxiety. What will the future hold
for the world if hatred is on the rise?
So here’s my own attempt at relief: Do
something good. If things feel bad to you,
do something good for someone you love.
Do something good for the planet. Do
something good for a stranger.
Try your best not to fall into cynicism or
nihilism. If you must, let that cynical voice
in your head say everything it wants. Laugh
with it, laugh at it, but then do something
kind.

By the time you read this, Omar, Salwa and
their seven children, the first Syrian refugee
family we’re sponsoring, will be settling into
their new life in Montreal. They’ve already
told us how much they can’t believe that a
group of strangers — from a church no less
— would come together to make it possible
for a family of Muslims to flee the devastation
in their homeland. It’s a small drop of
generosity in an ocean of pain, but it’s a start.
Do something good. That’s the true spirit of
this season.
With love and light,
Rev. Diane

P.S. I hope you’ll join us for the many special
services planned for the month of December.
Together we can bring more light into the
darkness. See the worship calendar for
details.

When you feel anxiety creeping into your
heart, go out and give someone a hug,
cook someone a meal, pour all your loose
change into someone’s cup. Worry
exhausts us — and right now we need our
strength. Stay calm but stay alert, so that
when you need to respond to injustice,
you have the energy to act.
Why not stay rooted in goodness for the
entire month, the next four years, or the
rest of your life? Speak out for the things
that really matter to you. Stand up for
love.
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December
Theme:
Rootedness/
L’enracinement

Sunday services start
at 10:30 am, with
childcare available.

“To be rooted is
perhaps the most
important and least
recognized need of the
human soul.
—Simone Weil

Worship Calendar
Friday, December 2, 7-8 pm
Soulful Spin
Rev. Diane Rollert with music by Maider Martineau
Looking for a way to survive the darkest days of December? Join us for a Soulful Spin evening
worship service. We'll spin our "speed-faithing" wheel to share thoughts about faith, life and
values, we’ll light candles and sing, and hear beautiful music from amazing Basque musician, Maider
Martineau. Doors will open at 6 pm. You are welcome to bring a brown-bag dinner, if you'd like
share a meal and socialize before the service. Childcare provided.

Voulez-vous survivre aux jours noirs de décembre ? Rejoignez-nous, vendredi 2 décembre, pour
notre deuxième Soulful Spin qui sera célébrée le soir de 19 h à 20 h. Nous allumerons des
bougies, nous chanterons et nous ferons tourner la super Roue de la foi (“speed-faithing”) afin de
partager nos conceptions de la foi, de la vie et de nos valeurs. Il y aura de la musique par
l'extraordinaire musicienne basque Maider Martineau. Vous êtes invités à apporter votre repas et
à partager cet agréable moment avec les autres avant la célébration, à partir de 18 h. Garde
d’enfants disponible.
Sunday, December 4
Roots Hold Me Close
Rev. Diane Rollert with music by Cobb’s Cats: Jean Séguin, Denis Barsalo, Stuart Edding and Jane
Critchlow
We enter into the darkest days of the year as we head toward the Winter Solstice. The dark
earth that may be covered by snow nurtures the roots that will bring new life in the spring. As we
reflect on the meaning of “rootedness” this month, we explore what it means to be rooted in the
dark of winter and in the seasons. Cobb’s Cats will bring us winter music for reflection and to lift
our spirits.
Sunday, December 11
Rooted in Language

Do you know that
you can read and
listen to past
sermons online ?
Sermons

Mark Abley, John Paxman, Philippe Chevalier and Kirstin McKeown with music by Sandra Hunt
and Maider Martineau
No matter where we come from, no matter where we choose to live, our lives are shaped by
words. This week we will explore some of the ways in which language inspires us, guides us, and
holds us in place. A friendly warning: poems may be spoken.
Sunday, December 18
Christmas on Simpson Street
Katharine Childs, Rev. Diane Rollert and many others
Music by Sandra Hunt, Maider Martineau and the Parts in Peace Choir
Bask in the spirit of Christmas with a joyful celebration of Christmases past! Drawing on many of
the Christmas traditions of our congregation’s time spent worshiping in the church on Simpson
Street, our multigenerational service will be a delight for children, elders, and everyone in
between! Come and enjoy traditional Christmas music and carol singing, and the first part of our
175th Anniversary celebration as we remember these festive times! Our traditional tourtière and
potluck lunch will follow the service.
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Worship Calendar
Saturday, December 24, 5:30 pm
Veille de Noël - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—Une célébration bilingue. A bilingual
celebration. Rev. Diane Rollert with musicians Sandra Hunt, Maider Martineau, Gary Russell,
Kerry-Anne Kutz, Margo Ellis and many others.
We’ll sing the classic carols, read the Christmas Gospel, all with an open Unitarian Universalist
spirit that is welcoming to everyone looking to rejoice in the beauty of holiday light, and fellowship.
This is also the first night of Chanukah when we’ll light our menorah.
Everyone is invited for cookies and cider immediately following the service.
Nous chanterons les chants traditionnels et nous partagerons l’esprit des Fêtes dans un contexte
universaliste, qui accueille les gens désirant vivre la joie de Noël dans la splendeur de la lumière du
moment et la fraternité. C’est aussi la première nuit de Hanoucca quand nous illuminerons notre
hanoukkia. Après la célébration, nous servirons des biscuits et du cidre.
Sunday, December 25, 4 pm
Christmas and Chanukah Chez Nous
Rev. Diane Rollert with music by Maider Martineau and Louise Halperin
We’ve shifted our regular service time to the afternoon to celebrate Christmas and the second
night of Chanukah together. We’ll sing songs of the season and share a time of reflection together.
After the service, all are invited to our annual Christmas dinner. Please RSVP for the meal by
contacting Melani Litwack at 514-775-2043, or melani_l@yahoo.com. If you can, bring sweets to
share. The rest of the meal is provided.
Sunday, January 1, 2017, 4 pm
Resistance in the New Year: Music and Reflection
Rev. Diane Rollert with music by Maider Martineau
Join Rev. Diane and Maider for a quiet, reflective News Year’s Day afternoon service. Just as the
Greek god Janus looked both backward and forward, resistance has its two faces. What were you
resisting in 2016 that you’d like to welcome into the new year? Where do you need to stand in
resistance during 2017?

Sharing Our Gifts
The Share the Plate recipient for
December is the Montreal Diet Dispensary.
“"The Montreal Diet Dispensary's mission is to
promote health in the community, especially among
pregnant mothers whose babies are at risk. To
achieve its mission, the Dispensary's objectives are to:
• reduce the number of low birth weight babies born
to disadvantaged mothers;
• promote and support breastfeeding;
• empower mothers to take charge of their own as
well as their family's physical and mental, while

fostering their integration into society."
On the first Sunday of each month,
please bring non-perishable food items to be
donated to the NDG Food Depot.
Offerings can be placed in the baskets in the
Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall at any time. Find
more information about the UCM’s Share
Our Gifts distribution on the UCM website
where the 2017 recipients are now listed.
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Newcomers’ Corner
Pathway to Membership – Friday, December 16 from 5:15-8 pm
Would you like to know more about Unitarian Universalism?
Would you like to become a member?
Join our minister for our new member orientation program to learn about our Unitarian and
Universalist heritage and the meaning of membership. A light supper and childcare will be
provided.
RSVP to Petrina Lee Poy or call her at 514 -485-5555
Want to get a taste of what our theme-based Exploration Groups are all about?
Try out Sunday Explorations with Margo Hovey-Ritter on Sunday, December 11 at 12:15-2:15 pm.
Using our Exploration Group model of respectful listening, these sessions are highly
recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to experience our approach to going deeper
together spiritually. Contact Prue Rains.

Learn more about the
Unitarian Church of
Montreal in English or
French.

Engage and Connect—Looking for ways to get involved at the UCM?
Check out the Engage and Connect brochure. People would be glad to talk with about getting
involved in anything that interests you.

Welcome and Nurture
Memorial Flowers
Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of
flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236,
or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847.
Java Jiving
Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz and Fran Nott have agreed to be co-java jiver coordinators. The availability
of coffee and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel free to sign up
to help out. Sign up with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer for one
Sunday a month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.

Caring Network
Caring Network volunteers offer care and help, whenever possible and appropriate, to members
and friends of the UCM who find themselves in need. The Caring Network coordinators for
December and January are Martha Perry, 514-738-7811, and Patricia Phillip, 514-342-6118.
Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:
It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to
have daily “check-in” phone contact. The idea would be to match a person with another member
or friend of the community in order to set up a mutually convenient time for these daily calls.
If you would like to learn more about how this proposal and how such an arrangement would
work, please contact Patricia Philip either by email, or by phone, 514-342-6118 (between 9 am
and 9 pm).
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UCM’s 175th Anniversary
With 2017 just around the corner, UCM’ers are gearing up for a big celebration - 175
years of Unitarians in Montreal. As the oldest Unitarian congregation in Canada, we
have much to cheer about and much to remember.
Festivities commence January 15, 2017 with the unveiling of our president’s plaque and
will continue for five months, concluding with a gala evening in June. A musical drama
portraying our history will be the centrepiece of the party.
Colourful banners and memorabilia will soon decorate our foyer.
Most activities will take place on Sundays when stories from the pulpit will acquaint us
with our forefathers and foremothers, as will as tours of many artifacts within our
building. Quizzes in the Order of Service will highlight historic moments. And, on at
least three Sundays, we will welcome former ministers to our sanctuary.
Other times, you may reconnect with old friends and former activities through candid
photos on video - or trace UCM development through gleanings from our archives.
Because celebrations are not just for reminiscing and thanksgiving, we can look forward
to a symposium designed to help us envisage our future spirituality. On March 19, a
round table discussion will follow the address “Faith Without Certainty” by Rev. Paul Rasor, director of the Centre for Study of Religious Freedom, Wesleyan college. Please invite your friends.
Occasionally, displays of books written by contemporary UCM’ers as well as ancestral
authors will be shown.

Coming Soon!
Anniversary mugs and
buttons will be available for

Come springtime, we anticipate seeing 175 daffodils blooming in our church garden that were
planted this fall.
Through the ages, the name of our congregation changed several times. While many of us are
familiar with the moniker Church of the Messiah (1858 to 2007), few us know that 175 years ago
Montreal Unitarians, although devoted to liberal religion, were identified as The Christian
Unitarian Society of Montreal. Name changes reflect views and norms of the membership at any
time. Since Oct. 30, 2007, we proudly refer to our congregation as the Unitarian Church of
Montreal/Eglise unitarienne de Montreal.

purchase in December.
Mugs will be $10 each and
are great holiday presents.
A suggested donation of a
$1 will get you an
anniversary button.
Cash only, please!

Early in 2017, we will mail a 2017 Calendar of Events to all members and friends of UCM. Let us
all join the celebration with great enthusiasm.
—Nancy Lorimer

UCM: The Musical needs you!
UCM: The Musical is looking for writers, singers, and actors to collaborate on a
series of linked theatrical pieces to celebrate our 175th Anniversary.
Email Katharine or contact her during coffee hour.
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Money and Meaning Workshop—What has money got to do with
congregational vitality?
By Cym Gomery, member of CUSJ and of UCM

Money has everything to
do with religion, with the
choices we make about
how to be in relationship
with ourselves, our
neighbours, and the
divine. Religion is about
life, and life, it seems,
has a whole lot to do
with money.
–Lynn Ungar

On October 22, 2016, Linda Thomson of the CUC presented a “Money and Meaning” workshop as
part of the Eastern Regional Fall Gathering, at Beaconsfield United Church. This workshop was one
of three simultaneous program streams, the other two being “Being UU” and “UUs in the World”.
I chose to attend this particular workshop because I found the title intriguing, and it is the one about
which I felt the most ambivalent! Among the fifteen or so participants, I noticed another UCM
member, Christopher Thomson.
Linda Thomson opened with an aspirational quotation, that included the phrase “may we be bold in
bringing to fruition the golden dreams of human kinship and justice”… a noble sentiment that
seemed oddly out of place leading into a discussion about something so banal as money! However,
she went on to explain that money is inextricably linked to our congregational mission, which
should answer the questions: 1. Who are we? 2. What is our purpose? and 3. Who are our
neighbors?
I was gratified to realize that the UCM mission statement is just about perfect in that respect, since
it does indeed provide the answers: 1. We are a spiritual community; 2. We welcome and nurture,
inspire and challenge, together we take action in… 3. The world.
Living into Vitality
We learned that our congregations’ respective mission statements point the way towards vitality,
which Thomson defined as being about understanding who you are (a topic that the “being UU”
group was probably exploring even as she spoke), and using that knowledge to act in the world. This
is the magic ingredient, apparently, that distinguishes vibrant communities from those that seem to
exist just to meet their own needs, making their appeals for donations appear self-serving. (If you
are the philosophical type, you might also find yourself musing that this vitaity conundrum applies to
lives of individuals as well as communities.)
However, in actual practice, communities like UCM are in flux, and our mission must be considered
as an iterative process, not a destination. Thus, we are constantly welcoming new people, and
nurturing our existing community as its members live through inevitable life transitions and
explore personal growth; if we are doing this successfully, then people will be inspired and
motivated to larger actions, whereupon we look to our neighbors, whether you define neighbors in
a geographical, or in a spiritual sense.
Money and Mission in Practice
Another interesting element of the workshop was Thomson’s checklist for assessing our respective
congregations’ health with regard to money. Here is the checklist, which you might like to try:
Simply check off the boxes that apply for your congregation.
(continued on the next page)
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Money and Meaning Workshop—What has money got to do with
congregational vitality?
The more that you can check, the better the financial health (in your estimation) of your congregation.
☐

My congregation has a strong future orientation.

☐

I often talk to family and friends about how and why my church/congregation is important to me.

☐

Innovative ideas are well received by the decision-making bodies of my church.

☐

Major givers do not have undue impact on the decisions made in my church.

☐

New members are canvassed at the time they join the congregation.

☐ Member giving supplies more than 80% of the operating budget. (I think we are far from this at
UCM!)
☐

My congregation offers generous financial support for its children and youth programs.

☐

There is a general agreement about how to use the endowment fund.

☐

Stewardship is discussed throughout the year.

☐

Members are required to do more than just “sign the book”.

☐

Programming is formally tied to Mission and Principles.

Discussion and Stewardship Models
The workshop included a lively discussion about various fundraising ideas. Linda’s handout also
provides a number of ideas for “Stewardship Models’ such as Commitment Sunday, lunches and
dinners, and so on. We also talked about the diverse reasons that church community members are
motivated to give, that can range from a strong sense of communal or worldly duty, to a sense of
gratitude for having enjoyed a fun actiivity… and everything in between.
My takeaway from this workshop was that, to be successful financially, congregations have to meet
people were they are, in the sense that some people are at a place emotionally and/or financially where
they may not yet be ready to contribute… for those people, we can continue to “welcome and
nurture”… nonetheless, part of that nurturing component can include fundraisers for internal
programs like RE, and dinners and concerts where people can get to know each other better, and the
fact that they are contributing financially to the church is almost incidental to the activity. Taking this
further, for those who are ready to be “inspired and challenged” we can find all kinds of ways to
challenge our own complacency and to grow as a community, to the point that we are ready to
contribute more and we are inspired to take action in the world.
Note: If you are interested in downloading and reading Linda Thomson’s notes from the Money and
Mission workshop, please click here (download should start automatically).

Newsletter Update
Is there a topic that is close to your heart that you would like to write about and share with the
UCM community? Or do you have an original poem or meditation you’d like to see in the
newsletter? We’re looking for original material in French and English.
Contact communications@ucmtl.ca.
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UCM Portraits
Jim Lewis

Languages: English and a smattering of French
The words I choose to describe myself are, in this order: writer, humanist, guitarist, composer,
political junkie and omnivore. I didn’t attend a church or read a Bible until I was in my twenties,
which was too late to indoctrinate me in a belief system, although I do seem to have acquired a tilt
toward reincarnation and agnosticism. A few years ago, I developed health issues which led me to
retire from teaching, but I had no idea how much fun retirement would turn out to be. The longer I
live, the more I accept life’s contradictions: I probably spend way too much time on the Internet,
but I was appalled to learn that most people get their news from social media like Facebook; also, I
miss the chess problems that used to be available in the newspapers, but I have grown fond of
solving Sudoku puzzles. I’m a pack rat, and it’s difficult for me to get rid of books, magazines, and
clothes. I have enormous bookshelves of fiction (half a long wall) and nonfiction (the other half). I
love to read, so I subscribe to The Nation, Walrus, the New Yorker, the Montreal Gazette and
Globe and Mail. I have written a bunch of short stories and two novels, one of which is in-progress.
I also like to write nonfiction, but I save that for my rants on life. Spoiler alert: I have an
announcement to make to the Congregation on December 15th.
Check out previously
published UCM portraits.

Member Portraits

In this monthly column, we introduce UCM members by asking, "What would you like your fellow
Unitarians to know about you?" We note what languages each person speaks to facilitate a multilingual
congregation. We are looking for members, particularly Francophones, to interview and profile. Contact
Prue Rains.

Unitariens célèbres
La chronique de Philippe Chevalier sera de retour en janvier, avec un nouvel article sur les
Unitariens célèbres.

Activités en français
Seriez-vous intéressés à des activités en français? Si oui, trouvez des amies avec qui nous pourrions
former un groupe et planifier un calendrier de rencontres. Je serai disponible comme
facilitateure.
Paix, joie et amour! Célébrez dans l'espoir et l'émerveillement en cette saison de Fëtes!
Contact Hannelore Poncelet.

Congregational Meeting—2017 Budget Approval
Sunday December 4, 12 pm, Sanctuary
A quorum is need to approve the budget and vote on a resolution to withdraw funds
from the Endowment Fund to conduct needed repairs on the roof and support I
initiatives for the 175th Anniversary.
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A Message from RE
Dear Friends,
As the holiday season moves into high gear, I’m sure there are many of us who are longing for a
little bit of rootedness – a sense that we are standing still and firm, and able to gather in our loved
ones and our memories around us.
Except that the holidays don’t always feel like that, do they? They often feel like being pulled in a
thousand directions with stress about the cost of everything, and wanting the holidays to be at
once magical, and simple, and exciting, and stress-free. What a thing for one month to live up to!
As we plan for our December multigenerational service (Sunday December 18 - be there or be
un-festive!), I’m delving into the Christmas roots of this community, and we’ll begin to celebrate
our 175th Anniversary with the first mini-instalment of “UCM The Musical”! If you have memories
of Christmas on Simpson Street, I would love to hear them.
In learning about how this community has celebrated Christmas in the past, I’m finding myself
becoming more rooted in the story of our community. It’s clear that this church has always loved
to celebrate, to celebrate with music, and to reach out in our times of abundance and affirm our
connection with people across the world.
What are the stories in your family which help you feel rooted in your own history? Are there
traditions around the holidays which connect you to your grandparents, great-grandparents, or
other ancestors? I can’t wait to hear all about them.
Festively,
Katharine

December Music Notes
Music at Midday with Matthew Hunt Russell, trombone and Sandra Hunt, piano.
We are planning to have lots of fun together, and will offer you some seasonal cheer, carols, lovely
transcriptions and possibly a piano duet, as Matt is a fine pianist. December 21, 1:30 pm in the
Sanctuary just after dessert at the Midday Meal.
Don't forget about a wonderful entertainment to set the tone for all your Christmas celebrations!
We will have a really special seasonal jazz evening in our Sanctuary:
Taylor Donaldson’s Big Band Christmas
Friday, December 16, 2016 - 7:30 pm
Tickets $25.00 at the door - Refreshments will be served at intermission!
Join Montreal trombonist and arranger Taylor Donaldson and his eight-piece swing band for a
special concert of Christmas big band music at UCM this December! Taylor's band of two
saxophones, two trumpets, trombone, piano, bass and drums will perform selections from Duke
Ellington's brilliant jazz re-imagination of Tchaikovsky's "Nutcracker Suite”, as part of a program of
exciting holiday favourites and carols.
Joignez le tromboniste et arrangeur montréalais Taylor Donaldson et son ensemble de swing pour un
spectacle "Big Band Christmas" en Décembre à l'EUM! Le groupe de huit musiciens de jazz (deux
saxophones, deux trompettes, trombone, piano, contrebasse, batterie) jouera des sélections du
"Casse-Noisette" de Duke Ellington (tirées de l'arrangement qu'il a écrit de cette grande oeuvre de
Tchaïkovski), ainsi que des chants de Noël et d'autres morceaux populaires.
I hope to see you at this wonderful concert! — Sandra Hunt, UCM Director of Music
9
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Report from the Syrian Refugee Task Force
At long last, they’re coming!
It’s been a year since we first voted to sponsor a Syrian refugee family. Now, finally, Omar, Salwa
and their seven children are on their way. They will arrive in Montreal on November 28. Our
sponsorship task force, along with our translator who has already developed a strong relationship
with the family, will be at the airport to greet them with signs, flowers and tears of joy.
Thank you to the amazing teams of volunteers who have been preparing for their arrival. A newly
painted apartment with all the necessary furnishings awaits the family. A list of translators has been
compiled who will be assisting the education, health, and other teams as they help the family get
started in their new life. What a beautiful way to begin the New Year.

To contribute to the
Refugee Sponsorship Fund:
Canada Helps in English /
CanaDon en français

In the meantime, we are waiting to hear news of Hanna and Nadia and their two sons. We remain
in touch with them, and we hope they too will be on their way soon.
With much gratitude to everyone,
Refugee Task Force
—Rev. Diane Rollert, David Rollert, John Inder, Marlean Martin

BidSunday—Discover Our Treasures
Upcoming BidSunday Event
Saturday, December 10, 7-10 pm
Hear toe-tapping music from UCM’s choir director
Maider Martineau's Duo Toka TaNoka. Maider will
also demonstrate steps from traditional dance and will
teach a few phrases in Basque, followed by wine and
cheese and a tasting of Gateau Basque. Donors:
Maider Martineau, Janine Cobb, Maychai Brown, Elizabeth Anglin
Didn’t get a chance to sign up at BidSunday?
No problem! Tickets: $15 at the door
BidSunday – Discover our Treasures – was held on November 20. This marked a successful
switch from our traditional evening fundraiser to this new format taking place after the Sunday service. Many types of treasures – items, services and talents – were sold. Thanks for the support of
everyone who came out for the event. We are mindful that many of the participants had spent long
hours readying the apartment for the first family of Syrian refugees. Bravo for showing up at this
important fundraiser. The funds raised go toward our operating fund which allows to have a variety
of programs. We’d particularly like to thank our twenty nine-hard-working and dedicated
volunteers.
We’ll be back with updates on the amount raised and plans for the future of BidSunday.
—Maychai Brown and Petrina Lee Poy, BidSunday coordinators
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Taking Action in the World—Social Justice Activities
Letter-Writing
Wednesday, December 21 at 10:30 am,
Darwin Room or Garden Room. All are
welcome at our informal and friendly
discussion and action meetings. Feel free to
join us. Contact Carol Greene, 514-933-4532.

Social and Environmental Concerns
Committee Meeting (SECC)
The next meeting will be Sunday, December 11
at 12:15 pm in the Thomas Room. The
committee is still looking for a new chairperson.
Please forward items you would like to discuss.
Contact Christina Duvander.

Social and Environmental Concerns Committee
The fundraising lunch on Sunday November 6 was a great success and raised $462.22 for the
programs at L'Itineraire, an organisation that helps homeless men and women get off the streets.
Among other activities they have been instrumental in getting the cafe at Cabot Square started and
maintained and also of founding the magazine L'Itineraire, which is sold on most street corners and
gathering points in the city by the camelots/ vendors who can keep part of the selling price as
commission.
Thank you Rev. Diane for a great service and the organisation of the speakers, who were able to
tell their own stories. We also like to give a big thanks to David Horan for great soup-making and
all the bakers of tasty desserts.
Please not that the Ruth di Giovanni film series will not showing a documentary in December.
—Patrica Philip and Christina Duvander

News from the Board of Management
The Board of Management met on November 16, 2016. They would like the community to be
aware of the following events:
- Planning for the 175th Anniversary is coming along with preparations for many events and
initiatives. The Board would like to thank co-chairs Elizabeth Anglin and Nancy Lorimer for their
contributions and their
leadership.
- The 2017 pledge campaign season is underway. There is still time to pledge! Fill out an online form
or fill out a paper form at the church. Your pledges are important to help set and manage the
church budget for the upcoming year.
- There will be a Congregational meeting on December 4 to approve the 2017 budget as well as to
vote on a resolution to withdraw funds from the Endowment Fund to conduct needed repairs on
the roof and support initiatives for the 175th Anniversary.
- Beginning in 2017, the Church office will be updating its database software to a powerful cloudbased system. This will allow the office to integrate with RE, Communications, and scheduling, as
well as allowing congregation members to update their contact information and check their
contributions online. Look for more details in the new year.
The office will be closed Dec.ember 26 to January 2, reopening January 3, 2017.
—Submitted by Julie Golick, church administrator
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Weekly Events
Play Group—Nursery
Tuesdays, 10 am-2 pm on a drop-in basis
accompanied by a caregiver. Open to all, whether
church members or not. No charge, a donation of
$3/session/family is suggested. Last December
session: December 22. Contact Melani Litwack,
514-775-2043.

Parts in Peace rehearsal
Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Join us for choir rehearsal with
Maider Martineau, our choir director.
Come and participate in this loving and
supportive mini-community.

Monthly Events

The most up-to-date
calendar information
is available on the
UCM website.

This Month

Chant to Greet the Day
Friday, December 2 at 7:30 am, UCM
This is a call to anyone who would like to join me in chanting to greet the day, a
wonderful way to connect to the power and love of a group. Each month we'll learn a new chant
together and practice it for half an hour. Participants will practice on their own for the rest of the
month and join together at the beginning of the next month to learn a new chant. Contact Margot
Hovey-Ritter for more information.
Congregational Meeting—2017 Budget Approval
Sunday December 4, 12 pm, Sanctuary
A quorum is need to approve the budget and vote on a resolution to withdraw funds from the
Endowment Fund to conduct needed repairs on the roof and support initiatives for the 175th
Anniversary.
Human Rights Letter Writing (Amnesty International)
Sunday, December 4, 11:30 pm Phoenix Hall
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee will hold a letter writing session in honour of
Human Rights Day. We will supply pens, paper, envelopes and stamps. We hope to have a good
turn out of letter writers for cases supplied by Amnesty International. You will find us, at the
corner table in Phoenix Hall after the service. One letter can make a great difference in a prisoner's
situation, showing authorities that he/she is not forgotten and that the world is watching what is
happening in their country. Please come and write a letter for freedom of thought!
Seeking the Sacred in Stories, facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesday, December 6, 12-1:15 pm, Thomas Room
Bring your own brown-bag lunch and join this ongoing group as we deepen in community and
search for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of stories will be available from the church
office. 2016-2017 dates:—1/3, 2/7, 3/7, 4/4, 5/2, 6/6.
Book Club
December 7, 5-9 pm, Thomas Room
Holiday potluck party and viewing of a movie based on a book. Please contact Valerie Broege,
514-488-4670, to indicate what dish you will bring. Everyone welcome!
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BidSunday Concert
December 10, 7-10 pm
Hear toe-tapping music from UCM choir director Maider Martineau's Duo Toka TaNoka. Maider
will also demonstrate steps from traditional dance and will teach a few phrases in Basque, followed
by wine and cheese and a tasting of Gateau Basque. This is a not-to-be-missed event. Tickets will
be available at the door for $15. Donors: Maider Martineau, Janine Cobb, Maychai Brown, Elizabeth
Anglin.

Do You Need
Childcare for Your
UCM Event?

Sunday Explorations
Sunday December 11, 12:15-1:30 pm, Thomas Room
This group meets to discuss the month’s theme, using our Exploration Group model of respectful
listening. These sessions are highly recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to
experience our approach to going deeper together spiritually. Contact Prue Rains.
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee (SECC)
Sunday, December 11, 12:15 pm, Thomas Room
Collage Afternoon
Sunday, December 11 1-4:30 pm, Garden Room
This is an opportunity for creative play and self-exploration using collage. We work quietly at our
own pace. Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own. No experience necessary. Please
confirm your presence by contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy, ucmcollage@gmail.com.
Childcare provided upon request.
Being Mortal
Tuesday, December 13, 1:30– 3 pm, Thomas Room
Facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert and Nancy Hovey
Each month we’ll read and discuss the book Being Mortal, by Dr. Atul Gawande, a beautiful
reflection on aging and dying (closed group).
Pathway to Membership
Friday, December 16, 5– 8:30 pm
Would you like to know more about Unitarian Universalism? Would you like to become a
member? Join our minister for our new member orientation program to learn about our Unitarian
and Universalist heritage and the meaning of membership.A light supper and childcare will be
provided. RSVP to Petrina Lee Poy or call her at 514 -485-5555.
Taylor Donaldson’s Big Band Christmas
Friday, December 16, 2016 - 7:30 pm (read more here).
Marie-Berthe Dion Issues Action Group: Letter-Writing
Wednesday, December 21, 10:30 am–12 pm, Darwin or Garden Room
Join us for a friendly discussion of a current issue, and if so moved, write letters to your MP or the
appropriate government official. Contact Carol Greene, 514-933-4532.
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Midday Meal with Music
Wednesday, December 21, 12:30 pm
All are welcome! The cost is $5 for a tasty meal followed a piano concert by advanced students.
Enjoy a mid-week interlude with friends. Plan to attend each month and enjoy meals produced by
different members of our community. Contact Elizabeth Anglin, 514-937-4095.
Music at Midday, 1:30 pm
Matthew Hunt Russell, trombone and Sandra Hunt, piano
Annual Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 25 at 5 pm, Phoenix Hall
Alone for Christmas? Come join us for dinner at 5 p.m. on Christmas Day, after the Sunday
worship service at 4 pm. Please RSVP for the meal by contacting Melani Litwack at 514-775-2043.
If you can, bring sweets to share. The rest of the meal is provided.

Joys and Sorrows
This month we rejoice with those in our community who are recovering well from illness. Both
May Kersten and Deirdre McCay happily report that their lives have gone back to normal. Avis
Anderson’s father underwent successful heart surgery this past month and is recovering well.
We also rejoice in new life: Lilla Bernice Mitchell Bissett-Roussel was born to Tara Bissett and
Dom Roussel on November 14, 2016. She weighed 6 pounds 6.8 ounces, was 20 inches long, and
seems to have strawberry-ish hair. Mom and dad say they have fallen head over heels in love with
their new baby.

Chalice lighting by
Yvette Salinas on
Sunday, November
13, 2016
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Closing Words
Meditation for Finding Home
Rev. Diane Rollert, 6 November 2016
Spirit of Life,
Ground of our being,
this is my prayer today,
my crying out for the world—
even if I know that what I say
is only heard by mortal ears.
Help us to be more generous,
a practice we are learning daily.
If we are honest,
we know how selfish we can be
deep inside ourselves.
The instinct of self-preservation
ensures our survival
but also it causes us to forget others.
It causes us to be hard hearted
in the face of someone else’s misfortune.
It gives us the excuse to turn away.
So let us give thanks for those
who remind us that goodness
and compassion do exist.
Let us give thanks
for the kind-hearted
and the brave
who dedicate their lives to others,
who give up their last piece of bread,
so that someone else can eat,
who sit beside the addict in detox
to see them through another day,
who take the hits and the arrows,
of anger and disappointment
to serve the public good,
who show up on tribal lands
to cry out for the right to clean water,
who serve as doctors in hospitals
caught in war zones,

knowing that their lives may be
snuffed out by the next falling bomb.
Let us give thanks for the courageous activists
who fight to end poverty and homelessness.
Let us give thanks for those who stand
in places we may not be ready to stand,
even as we take small steps in that direction.
Spirit of Love,
let the courage we encounter in this world,
help us to overcome our own anxiety.
Help us to find ways to reframe our stories,
to believe it is possible to rise from the depths
to be transformed,
to find ways to renew our faith in humanity,
to accept that yes, we are imperfect,
but we are capable of better.
May we be assured
that no matter how the winds may blow,
no matter how fierce the raging of the storm,
we will find our way back home.
May we commit ourselves to healing,
to finding the generosity
that still lives within each one of us.
Amen
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Board of Management
Board meetings are
the 3rd Wednesday
of each month.
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