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UCM on Facebook

When we chose this month's theme, we
never imagined that honesty and questions
of truth and "alternative facts" would come
to be so central to our daily news.
"Truthiness," a word coined by comic
Stephen Colbert, has been taken to a
whole new level.
Finding common ground becomes a
dizzying exercise when we witness lies and
dishonesty being classified as “truth.”
Whose truth do you buy? Whose truth do
you trust? It’s as if we’re living in an upside
-down universe, where what we once
called “up” without hesitation is now being
called “down.” Science, rational thought
and objective observations are under
attack, often with “feelings” and political
agendas taking precedence over reality.

often we can be dishonest with ourselves
or avoid the truth. Being honest is not as
easy as we’d like to admit. It's the rare
person who doesn't bend the truth,
sometimes with good cause — but how do
we find and hold to the limits?
These days we’re seeing how lies and
misrepresentations can quickly erode the
moral fabric. Now more than ever — no
matter where we may be in the world —
we need to lift up and celebrate the value
of honesty.
Honestly and humbly yours,

“The free and responsible search for truth
and meaning” is our fourth principle,
intentionally holding a critical and central
place in the middle of our seven UU
principles. As we try to live by our
principles, we encourage each other to do
so freely but also responsibly. Honesty is
at the core of who we are.
Given the changing world around us, this is
a good month to take a close look at our
personal relationships with honesty. It's a
worthwhile exercise to consider how
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March Theme:
Honesty

L'honnêteté
Download the
theme packet

Sunday services start
at 10:30 am (unless
noted), with
childcare available.

Worship Calendar
Sunday, March 5
Whatever Happened to Honesty?
Rev. Diane Rollert
Music by Maider Martineau
Does being honest mean telling the truth or sharing how we feel? The free and responsible search
for truth and meaning literally holds the centre of our seven UU principles, yet there are many
ways that we can get lost along the way. In these days, when rational, objective truth seems to be
under attack, we’ll take an honest look at honesty. On this Sunday, we’ll also take time to honour
International Women’s Day.
Sunday, March 12
Lineage and Honouring the Generations
Special guest Jane Rabinowitz, Executive Director, USC Canada
Music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau

“No legacy is so rich
as honesty.”
― William
Shakespeare

Do you know that
you can read and
listen to past
sermons online ?

Sermons

Lineage and respect for the generations has played a strong part in Jane Rabinowitz’s personal
work and in her work as the executive director of USC Canada (formerly known as the Unitarian
Service Committee), an organization focused on building resilience through ecological agriculture.
Lineage is a strong theme in the USC’s “Seeds of Survival” program as well as in the life of the
organization’s formidable founder, Lotta Hitschmanova (1909-1990).
Sunday, March 19
On Vulnerability and Autonomy
Rev. Wies Houweling, with Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor and Rev. Diane Rollert
Music by Sandra Hunt
We may have more control of our lives, at the beginning and at the end, than we used to, but that
does not make us less vulnerable. What does make us honestly less vulnerable? Friends and songs
may make us stronger, but are we born to be autonomous or are we made to love each other?
Rev. Wies Houweling is the General Secretary of Vrijzinnigen Nederland, a liberal religious
movement with Christian roots in the Netherlands. She supports a large number of volunteers
and ministers as they seek to strengthen the liberal religious voice in Dutch society. She is joined
by Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, who will be the keynote speaker in our roundtable discussion Is There a
Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? this afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00. Learn more about the
roundtable on pp. 6-7.
Sunday, March 26
In All Honesty: Rites of Passage
Normand Gosselin, Shoshanna Green and Rev. Diane Rollert
Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau with the Parts in Peace choir
On this Sunday, we recognize the work of our lay chaplains and the intricacies of
responding to the milestones of love and loss in our lives.
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Sharing Our Gifts
The Share the Plate recipient for March is
Chez Doris.
From the website: “Our drop-in program, in a
home-like setting, receives up to 100 women per
day. To the best of our ability, we try to provide an
environment that is safe, and is inclusive,
confidential, respectful, supportive, and helpful. We
are a welcome relief to those who suffer from
loneliness, isolation and depression and we assist
women who struggle with financial insecurity,
homelessness, mental illness, addictions, and/or
other adversities. Our services and programs
include: breakfast and lunch; access to showers and
hygienic products; emergency food bags; 6 respite
beds; telephone information and referral

assistance; a financial management program;
an Inuit assistance program; an Aboriginal
housing program; health and mental health
services; legal services; as well as educational
and socio-recreational programs.”
On the first Sunday of each month,
please bring non-perishable food items to be
donated to the NDG Food Depot.
Offerings can also be placed in the baskets in
the Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall at any time.
Find more information about the UCM’s
Share Our Gifts distribution on the UCM
website.

Introduction to Performing Weddings
Are you interested in becoming a lay chaplain? Or have friends asked you to
get a special license to perform their marriage? Would you like to learn more
about Unitarian approaches to wedding ceremonies? If so, please come to a
daylong workshop at the UCM on Saturday, April 22, to learn about creating
these joyous and significant events. This is the first of a series of workshops on
conducting various rites of passage, open to all Unitarians and strongly
recommended for UCM members considering lay chaplaincy. For more
information or to register, contact Shoshanna Green, 514-426-0843.
Read more about lay chaplaincy on our website.

UCM Portraits
UCM Portraits will return in the April edition of Gathered Here.
In this monthly column, we introduce UCM members by asking, "What would you like your
fellow Unitarians to know about you?" We note what languages each person speaks to facilitate
a multilingual congregation. We are looking for members, particularly Francophones, to

Check out previously
published UCM portraits.

Member Portraits

interview and profile. Tell us your story! Contact Margo Ellis.
3
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Newcomers’ Corner
Want to get a taste of what our theme-based Exploration Groups are all about?
Try out Sunday Explorations with Margo Hovey-Ritter on Sunday, March 12, at 12:15-2:15 pm.
Using our Exploration Group model of respectful listening, these sessions are highly
recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to experience our approach to going
deeper together spiritually. Contact Rev. Diane Rollert.

Learn more about the
Engage and Connect—Looking for ways to get involved at the UCM?
Check out the Engage and Connect brochure. People would be glad to talk with you about
becoming involved in anything that interests you.

Unitarian Church of
Montreal in English or

French.

Welcome and Nurture
Memorial Flowers
Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of
flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236,
or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847.
Java Jiving
Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz and Fran Nott are our co-java jiver coordinators. The availability of coffee
and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel free to sign up to help.
Volunteer with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer for one Sunday a
month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.

Caring Network
Caring Network volunteers offer care and help, whenever possible and appropriate, to members
and friends of the UCM who find themselves in need. The Caring Network coordinator for
March is Frances Nott, 514-352-6847 (with backup from Martha Perry, 514-738-7811).
Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:
It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to
have daily “check-in” phone contact. The idea would be to match a person with another member
or friend of the community in order to set up a mutually convenient time for these daily calls.
If you would like to learn more, please contact Patricia Philip, either by email, or by phone, 514342-6118 (between 9 am and 9 pm).

Newsletter Update
Is there a topic that is close to your heart that you would like to write about and share with the
UCM community? Or do you have an original poem or meditation you’d like to see in the
newsletter? We’re looking for original material in French and English.
Contact communications@ucmtl.ca.
Thanks to Harvey Shepherd for his “Did You Know” series of historical facts.
4
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UCM’s 175th Anniversary
Did you miss some events in January and February?
Available to read:
- Barbara Goode's personal recollection, The Unitarian Church of Montreal in the
50's and 60's.
- Mark Abley’s historical moment on John Cordner.
Available to read or listen to:
- Rev. Carole Martignacco’s reflection from January 22, Ministry is Like a Love
Affair.
- Peter Boullata’s reflection from February 19, What Love Looks Like.

Upcoming:
Sunday, March 19
Worship service with special guests Rev. Wies Houweling, of the
liberal Dutch church Vrijzinnigen Nederland, and Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor.

Books by UCM authors, organized by
Janine Cobb, February 15. 2017.

Symposium, 2-4 pm, Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World?
Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, author of Faith without Certainty: Liberal
Religion in the 21st Century, followed by a panel discussion on the future of
religion in a secular society. Co-sponsored by the Montreal Theological
College. More information is available on pp. 6-7.
Sunday, April 23
Multigenerational worship service, UCM the Musical Part III
Sunday, April 30
Worship service with guest minister Rev. Meg Roberts, UU minister
who served as our sabbatical minister in 2003. She is currently serving the
Comox Valley UU Fellowship in BC.
Sunday, May 28
Worship service, Remembering the Fire. Thirty-year commemoration of
the fire on Simpson Street, May 24, 1987.
Downtown tour of Historic UU Sites with Rev. Diane Rollert. The tour
will leave from the church, after lunch.
Friday, June 9
A Musical and Gala!—Wine, dine and celebrate our past and future. Our
final event to highlight the official birth of the church in June of 1842.
Anniversary mugs and buttons are available for purchase.
The mugs are $10 each. An anniversary button is available for a suggested donation of $1.
Cash only, please!

UCM: The Musical needs you!
UCM: The Musical is looking for writers, singers, and actors to collaborate
on a series of linked theatrical pieces to celebrate our 175th Anniversary.
Email Katharine or contact her during coffee hour.

(Nous avons également besoin de gens francophones pour participer!)
5
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Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World?
A roundtable discussion will be held at the church on Sunday, March 19, 2-4 pm: Is There a Future for Liberal Faith
in a Secular World? Join us for a thoughtful and lively conversation about the future role of liberal religion in secular
society. Our keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, has taught law, theology and religious studies at several American institutions including Harvard Divinity School, Andover Newton Theological School and Pendle Hill Quaker Study Center.
He was director of the Center for Religious Freedom at Virginia Wesleyan College and is currently the Gerard van
Leeuw Fellow at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands, where he continues to teach an interdisciplinary course
on hate speech.
Other panelists are Rabbi Ellen Greenspan, rabbi educator at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom; Rev. Carly Gaylor, who is
currently working on a national project to welcome, serve and integrate young adults into Unitarian Universalist
congregations; Rev. Wies Houweling, General Secretary of Vrijzinnigen Nederland, a liberal religious movement with
Christian roots in the Netherlands; and Prof. Charles Blattberg, professor of political philosophy at the University of
Montreal with a focus on justice.
Brochure, page 1:

6
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Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World?
Brochure, page 2: Keynote Speaker, panelists and the moderator:

Did you know?...
… that of 185 people who responded to a congregational survey in 2005, 19 per cent had been
raised as Roman Catholics, 15 per cent as Anglicans, 13 per cent as Unitarians and 12 per cent in the
United Church of Canada. Respondents were also asked to pick up to three indicators of their
current beliefs from a list. Sixty-eight per cent selected humanism, 32 per cent naturalistic theism, 25
per cent mysticism, 17 per cent “UU Christian,” 17 per cent pantheism and 16 per cent
Earth-centred spirituality. The survey team was surprised that, asked to say what faith traditions
other than Unitarian they felt connected with, 13 per cent selected Buddhism alone and some others
mentioned Buddhism along with one or more other traditions. Twenty-one per cent mentioned
Christianity or Catholicism alone and 30 per cent “none.” (Congregational Packet 2005).
7

Gathe re d He re
Unitariens célèbres
William Howard Taft, 1857-1930, Président des États-Unis de 1909 à 1913
Parlons d'un président des États-Unis calme et discret, pas un héros, ni un populiste,
ni un grand réformateur, ni conservateur , ni révolutionnaire, mais un président qui fut
oublié de l'Histoire car il était discret et efficace, malgré un mandat court.
Il fait partie des 6 présidents considérés comme unitariens ou des 5 qui l'ont déclaré
officiellement.
Élu républicain, il faut considérer que jusqu'à l'aube du 20ième siècle le parti républicain
était davantage urbain et progressiste que le partir démocrate, plus rural et
conservateur. Donc ne soyez pas étonné qu'il ait été républicain.
De formation juriste et bon gestionnaire, il se démarque par une gouvernance très
centralisatrice et tenta d'uniformiser des lois sociales à la grandeur du pays.

Les côtés positifs de son court mandat sont :


les premières lois anti-trust



le droit de vote des femmes et leur représentation dans l'administration

Les côtés décevants :


une certaine indifférence à l'égard des droits des Noirs



une expansion relativement impérialiste en Amérique latine à l'aide d'interventions militaires

Le président Taft est une leçon d'humilité pour nous Unitariens. Il incarne nos propres faiblesses
et nos propres succès. Il fut incontestablement honnête et intègre, discret et dévoué. Il réussit à
obtenir des succès dans certains dossiers de progrès social mais était prisonnier des mentalités de
son époque sur certains autres enjeux.
Orateur structuré se refusant à toute propagande, les médias de l'époque lui reprochaient son
côté « intellectuel universitaire » et son manque de « punch » en campagne électorale.
Pour lui donner un angle plus populaire, les stratèges républicains l'incitèrent à se montrer aux
événements sportifs et il inaugura la tradition du lancer de balle par le président lors du départ du
championnat de baseball américain. Les médias lui reprochaient aussi d'être "coaché" en politique
par sa femme et d'être sous influence des militantes féministes.
Un fait intéressant est qu'il était ouvertement Unitarien et que les médias de l'époque ne lui
reprochaient pas de l'être. On peut se demander si cela serait aussi facile pour un candidat à la
présidence aujourd'hui.
Après sa brève présidence, il laisse la place au président Wilson juste avant la première guerre
mondiale. Par la suite, il revient au droit et finira sa vie comme un juge respecté et président de la
cour suprême.
Ne le jugez pas ordinaire car il a eu le temps de poser les bases de grands progrès aux États Unis,
ne le jugez pas exemplaire car il a également posé les bases d'une politique de contrôle
impérialiste économique. Il fut un homme qui comme chacun d'entre nous négociait entre ses
valeurs et la réalité de son époque.
- Philippe Chevalier
8
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Taking Action in the World—Social Justice Activities
Letter-Writing
The letter writing group will meet on Wednesday,
March 15, at 10:30 am. Join us for a friendly discussion of a current issue, and, if so moved, write
letters to your MP or the appropriate government
official. This month's topic: additional funding for
indigenous communities. Our group began as an
initiative of the Montreal branch of the World

Social and Environmental Concerns
Committee Meeting (SECC)
The next meeting will be Sunday, March 12, at
12:15 pm in the Thomas Room. The committee
is still looking for a new chairperson. Please
forward items you would like to discuss.
Contact Christina Duvander.

Federalist Movement-Canada. Contact Carol

Greene, 514-933-4532.

Report from the Syrian Refugee Task Force
The second Syrian refugee family that we are sponsoring - father, mother and two sons ages 23
and 27 - will be arriving in Montreal soon. The older son will have arrived in late February, with
the second son following on March 8. We expect to hear shortly about the arrival date of their
parents. We’ve been in constant touch with the family through email and occasional Skype
meetings. We’re so looking forward to meeting them in person.
We are renting an apartment for them in NDG. It’s bright and sunny, with a view of a park and an
Arabic dépanneur on the corner.
Please help us in our continued effort to furnish their home. Please read the instructions and
download our needed donations document below. We are in particular need of dressers, lamps,
a coffee table, end tables, and good-quality rugs.
Instructions:
1. Large items such as couches, tables, and beds: Send an email to anamarijasoco@yahoo.com and
michelle@cambiumconsulting.com with a description of the item and a picture. All large item
donations must be stored by you, the donor, until the arrival of the family, and must be in
excellent condition, without rips, stains or any damage. Download the Needs graphic.

To contribute to the
Refugee Sponsorship Fund:
Canada Helps in English /
CanaDon en français

2. Small and medium items such as dishes, lamps, coffee maker, towels, etc.:
These may be dropped off at the church Monday to Thursday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm and Friday 9:30
am to 1:30 pm. Please email the church administrator, Julie Golick, to advise her that you will be
coming. These must also be in excellent condition.
3. We are NOT accepting clothing at this time.

Did you know?...

Thanks to all for your continued support.
Rev. Diane Rollert and the Gifts-in-Kind Team

… that In 1908, Robert
Stanley Weir, a judge and
a member of our
congregation’s board of
management, wrote
English lyrics for O
Canada, which became
widely accepted. O Canada
was to become the
national anthem. (Montreal
Unitarians, p. 195)

Refugee Task Force —Rev. Diane Rollert, David Rollert, John Inder, Marlean Martin

News from the Board of Management
On Sunday, March 5, there will be a congregational financial meeting to review UCM's 2016 financial

report with our accounting firm Oligny Salvati Inc. A motion will be presented for a congregational vote
to decide whether to instruct Jarislowsky-Fraser, our investment company, to divest our investments currently
in fossil fuels. Voting members are asked to please attend. In order to vote in a congregational business
meeting, you must have given an identifiable contribution to the church during the past year. The voting list has
been posted in Phoenix Hall.
We hope to see you there.
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A Message from RE
Dear Friends,
In February, I told a Time for All Ages story about George Washington Carver, the influential public
scientist and researcher. As part of that story, I talked about Dr. Carver’s eight principles for his
own living, which he taught to all his students.
Two of those principles “Be too brave to lie” and “Be too generous to cheat,” have stayed with me
as we begin to consider our March theme of honesty. Lying and cheating are two forms of
dishonesty – but I like the idea that most of the time when we lie, it’s because we’re afraid of
something, and when we cheat, it’s because we’re not being generous. What fears could we
overcome to be more honest people? When we cheat, is it because we feel that we don’t have
enough?
I’m excited to explore all of these questions with you – and some stories about honesty as well!
Bravely,
Katharine

March Music Notes
March 15 - Music at Midday, 1:30 pm
Pianist Jessie Plessie will be performing a Bach Prelude and Fugue and Beethoven's massive, legendary
Sonata, Op. 106, called "The Hammerklavier," a piece full of some of the most beautiful and inspiring
music ever written.

March 21 - 29 - Festival de la Voix 2017
Six concerts and five ateliers will be given over the course of this festival, now in its fifth year
in Beaconsfield, Dorval and Pointe-Claire under the direction and genius of Kerry-Anne
Kutz. Artists like Connie Kaldor, The St. Anne Singers, and Judi Richards will perform.
Workshops are on gospel singing, the singer as storyteller, and the Alexander method for
optimal and healthy body alignment. Go to the website for particulars, as there is sure to be
something to interest you!

April 28 - 29— Choral Weekend Billets Requested
I am planning a choral weekend with three conductors and their choirs: Maider Martineau and Parts in
Peace, Kerry-Anne Kutz and her Lakeshore Choir, and Susanne Maziarz and her Neighbouhood Unitarian
Church choir. The latter contingent is arriving from Toronto Friday evening, so we do need billets for
these lovely people on April 28 and 29. Can you find space in your hearts and homes for our singing
friends? So far, I have found beds for four people. Hosting people is always very interesting and
enlightening!
Contact Sandra Hunt, 514.484.5559

10
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What’s So Radical about Inclusion?
When we say that our community strives to be radically
inclusive, what do we mean? How is radical inclusion
different from regular, everyday inclusion?
Well, I’m glad you asked.
It’s easy to be inclusive of people who are a lot like
ourselves: people whose sociocultural backgrounds,
life experiences or economic status are not very
different from what we expect to find in our
neighbourhood or our wider community; people who
probably feel more or less at home in our society and
our world. Because when our similarities are clear, it is
not a big leap to see through our differences and
recognize our common humanity.
But radical inclusion asks more of us than that.
Radical inclusion asks us to consider how we include people who don’t fit into that mold. Though we
may not see it every day, many people face are structural and systemic barriers to inclusion in the
world at large. Radical inclusion demands that we set ourselves apart by our willingness to break
down those barriers and to love, support, and welcome those people who do not feel at home
anywhere else.
We have specifically chosen the word “radical “to describe this approach to inclusion because it
recognizes that to openly and purposefully stand with marginalized people is still a radical act: it is
choosing, bravely, to stand apart from our society as a whole to demand that marginalization be
addressed, and to publicly stand as an imperfect example of how that can be done.
Radical inclusion is a work in progress: there will always be new challenges and sometimes competing
needs, which we will have to wrestle to meet. And there is no magic wand which will bring all our
own prejudices and systemic barriers to light and sweep them away with one good spring cleaning.
Radical inclusion is a process of asking ourselves, over and over, how we can do better. Sometimes
that will look like subtle changes, such as our word choice or our signage. Sometimes that will look
like big changes in “how we do things here.”
Radical inclusion asks that we be nimble of spirit, flexible of practice, and compassionate with
ourselves and others. Radical inclusion assumes that we are going to make mistakes; it also assumes
that we can forgive one another, learn from the moment, and be willing to change our outlook or
our patterns to integrate new people and ideas.
So, I ask you: how might our congregation change and grow as we embrace our aspiration to radical
inclusion? What would it mean to be truly, fully, in community with a child who cannot communicate
verbally, or a senior struggling with dementia, or a person living alone in debilitating poverty? How
might we be different if we were more willing to ask, “What do you need to feel at home here?”
I think we’d be pretty radical indeed. ~Katherine Childs
11
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Weekly Events
Parts in Peace rehearsal
Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Join us for choir rehearsal with Maider Martineau, our choir director. Come and participate in this
loving and supportive mini-community.

Monthly Events

The most up-to-date
calendar information is
available on the UCM
website.
This Month

Chant to Greet the Day
Friday, March 3, 7:30 am, UCM
Each month we'll learn a new chant together and practice it for half an hour. Participants will
practice on their own for the rest of the month and join together at the beginning of the next
month to learn a new chant. Contact Margot Hovey-Ritter for more information.
Congregational Financial Review meeting
Sunday, March 5, 12 pm, Sanctuary.
This meeting will review UCM's 2016 financial report with our accounting firm, Oligny Salvati Inc. A
motion will be presented for a congregational vote to decide whether to instruct Jarislowsky-Fraser, our
investment company, to divest our investments currently in fossil fuels. Voting members are asked to please
attend (more on p. 9).

Seeking the Sacred in Stories, facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesday, March 7, 12-1:15 pm, Thomas Room
Bring your own brown-bag lunch and join this ongoing group as we deepen in community and
search for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of stories will be available from the UCM office.
Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 8, 6:30-8:30 pm
The Council enables UCM groups to cooperate, coordinate, and discuss UCM policy. All are
welcome. Contact Shoshanna Green.
March RE Community Lunch
Sunday, March 12, 12-1 pm
Our March RE Community Lunch will follow the service on March 12th - don’t forget to “Spring
Forward” or you’ll miss the delicious soup & bread! The lunch is offered as a gift to the community,
for which there is no cost. Your additions of nut-free desserts are always appreciated, and we will
be collecting contributions to support youth and young adults traveling for spiritual and professional
development.
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee (SECC)
Sunday, March 12, 12:15 pm, Darwin Room
All are welcome. Contact Christina Duvander.

12
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Monthly Events
Sunday Explorations
Sunday, March 12, 12:15-1:30 pm, Thomas Room
This group meets to discuss the month’s theme, using our Exploration Group model of respectful
listening. These sessions are highly recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to
experience our approach to going deeper together spiritually. Contact Rev. Diane Rollert.

Do You Need
Childcare for Your
UCM Event?

Collage Afternoon
Sunday, March 12, 1-4:30 pm, Garden Room
This is an opportunity for creative play and self-exploration using collage. We work quietly at our
own pace. Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own. No experience necessary. Please
confirm your presence by contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy, ucmcollage@gmail.com.
Childcare provided upon request.
Marie-Berthe Dion Issues Action Group: Letter Writing
Wednesday, March 15 at 10:30 am
Join us for a friendly discussion of a current issue, and, if so moved, write letters to your MP or the
appropriate government official. This month's topic: additional funding for indigenous communities.
Our group began as an initiative of the Montreal branch of the World Federalist MovementCanada. Contact Carol Greene, 514-933-4532.
Midday Meal with Music
Wednesday, March 15, 12:30 pm
All are welcome! The cost is $5 for a tasty meal followed by a piano concert by advanced students.
Enjoy a mid-week interlude with friends. Plan to attend each month and enjoy meals produced by
different members of our community. Contact Elizabeth Anglin, 514-937-4095.
Music at Midday,
Wednesday, March 15, 1:45 pm
Pianist Jessie Plessie will be performing a Bach Prelude and Fugue and Beethoven's massive,
legendary Sonata, Op. 106, called "The Hammerklavier," a piece full of some of the most beautiful
and inspiring music ever written.
Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World?
March 19, 2-4 pm
A roundtable discussion will be held at the church on Sunday, March 19, 2-4 pm: Is There a
Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? Join us for a thoughtful and lively conversation about
the future role of liberal religion in secular society. (For more details, see pp. 6 &7.)
Ruth di Giovanni Documentary Film Series
Sunday, March 26, 12:15 pm, Thomas Room
Contact Christina Duvander, 514-630-7523
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Activités en français
À ce moment, nous n'avons pas d'activités en français. Si vous désirez démarrer une activité en
français pour l'année 2017-2018.
Vous pouvez communiquer avec Hannelore Poncelet: hanniponcelet@hotmail.com
Pour avoir plus d’information sur l’UUisme en français, visitez notre sites web : www.uuqc.ca
Église unitarienne de Montréal

Joys and Sorrows
We hold in our hearts…
Jim Lewis, who has undergone surgery for a brain tumour. As of this writing, Jim was doing well
and looking forward to going home soon.
Chris Nielsen, our church librarian. Chris’s mother, Janine Nielsen, died on Wednesday, February
15, after a very long illness.
Abram Friedland, who wants to express his gratitude to all who sent condolences for the loss of
his father last month.
Margo Ellis and her partner Louise. Louise’s mother is gravely ill and has been moved to a palliative
care facility.
Devin Murphy, sister of Curtis Murphy. Devin had intestinal surgery (hopefully for the last time)
this past month. She has really appreciated knowing people have been holding her in their thoughts
and prayers.
We say a bittersweet goodbye to Olivia Cantwell,who has moved to San Francisco for a new job.
She hopes to return to Montreal someday.

14

M a r ch , 2 0 1 7

Closing Words
To Be Honest
Rev. Diane Rollert, 20 February 2017
To be honest,
I find growing older
to be both terrifying and liberating.
After all, I was raised during a time
when we were told,
good girls don't stand out.
With age comes a new voice
that sets aside the old restraints.
To be honest,
being a minister
is always about love and boundaries.
We want to give all that we can,
yet we have to reserve energy
for ourselves, our families,
and for the days when history will test us.
To be honest,
I really do love you,
even on days when I forget to smile,
or say hello,
because I’m rushing on to something else,
or responding to someone else’s call for help.
There are hundreds of cups of coffee
And dinners I wish that I could have shared,
but time runs out faster
than I can keep up.
To be honest, I wish there were three of me,
or that I had the many arms of Krishna,
to complete what I can never quite complete,
at home, at church, in my community.
To be honest,
I struggle between letting things flow
and pushing them along.
Everything needs its gentle
and sometimes not so gentle
push forward,
but some things are better left
to flower on their own.
Somedays, I know the difference,
but not always.

To be honest,
I love what I do.
To share this ministry is a blessing,
even in its incompleteness.
I stand humbled by the community
that surrounds me,
by the stories that are told,
by the triumphs, the challenges,
and the courage of lives being rebuilt.

Unitarian Church
of Montreal

To be honest,
I struggle with God all the time.

Église Unitarienne
de Montréal

I wonder if I will ever find the balance
between myth and reason.
Sometimes my day is truly suffused
with holiness.
Other days, everything feels
too practical and profane.
I thirst for meaning.
And still,
I feel gratitude for the hunger
that keeps me questioning,
and reminds me that I am alive
To be honest,
I want to do so much more.

5035 de Maisonneuve O.
Montreal, QC
H4A 1Y5

I want to right what is wrong,
undo the mistakes we make,
rebalance the inequity,
look honestly in the mirror
and see where I benefit
from the injustices.
I want to have courage to speak truth,
to reach out across the divide,
to love my neighbour,
even when I am disappointed.
And yes,
I know there are times
when I fall short of the mark.

Phone: 514-485-9933
Email: office@ucmtl.ca

Board of Management
Board meetings are
the 3rd Wednesday
of each month.

To be honest,
I am grateful for this life.
I am grateful for each one of you
who dare to walk this path with me,
knowing that the steps we take
will never be perfect.
I am grateful for all we do
that is good enough,
to keep us moving forward.
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