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From Our Minister:  

 

When we chose this month's theme, we 

never imagined that honesty and questions 

of truth and "alternative facts" would come 

to be so central to our daily news. 

"Truthiness," a word coined by comic  

Stephen Colbert, has been taken to a 

whole new level.  

 

Finding common ground becomes a  

dizzying exercise when we witness lies and  

dishonesty being classified as òtruth.ó 

Whose truth do you buy? Whose truth do 

you trust? Itõs as if weõre living in an upside

-down universe, where what we once 

called òupó without hesitation is now being 

called òdown.ó Science, rational thought 

and objective observations are under  

attack, often with òfeelingsó and political 

agendas taking precedence over reality. 

 

òThe free and responsible search for truth 

and meaningó is our fourth principle,  

intentionally holding a critical and central 

place in the middle of our seven UU  

principles. As we try to live by our  

principles, we encourage each other to do 

so freely but also responsibly. Honesty is 

at the core of who we are. 

 

Given the changing world around us, this is 

a good month to take a close look at our  

personal relationships with honesty. It's a 

worthwhile exercise to consider how  

often we can be dishonest with ourselves 

or avoid the truth. Being honest is not as 

easy as weõd like to admit. It's the rare  

person who doesn't bend the truth,  

sometimes with good cause ñ but how do 

we find and hold to the limits? 

 

These days weõre seeing how lies and  

misrepresentations can quickly erode the 

moral fabric. Now more than ever ñ no 

matter where we may be in the world ñ 

we need to lift up and celebrate the value 

of honesty.  

 

Honestly and humbly yours, 
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Sunday, March 5  

Whatever Happened to Honesty? 

Rev. Diane Rollert 

Music by Maider Martineau 

Does being honest mean telling the truth or sharing how we feel? The free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning literally holds the centre of our seven UU principles, yet there are many 

ways that we can get lost along the way. In these days, when rational, objective truth seems to be 

under attack, weõll take an honest look at honesty. On this Sunday, weõll also take time to honour 

International Womenõs Day. 

 

Sunday, March 12  

Lineage and Honouring the Generations 

Special guest Jane Rabinowitz, Executive Director, USC Canada 

Music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau 

Lineage and respect for the generations has played a strong part in Jane Rabinowitzõs personal 

work and in her work as the executive director of USC Canada (formerly known as the Unitarian 

Service Committee), an organization focused on building resilience through ecological agriculture. 

Lineage is a strong theme in the USCõs òSeeds of Survivaló program as well as in the life of the 

organizationõs formidable founder, Lotta Hitschmanova (1909-1990). 

 

Sunday, March 19  

On Vulnerability and Autonomy  

Rev. Wies Houweling, with Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor and Rev. Diane Rollert 

Music by Sandra Hunt 

We may have more control of our lives, at the beginning and at the end, than we used to, but that 

does not make us less vulnerable. What does make us honestly less vulnerable?  Friends and songs 

may make us stronger, but are we born to be autonomous or are we made to love each other? 

Rev. Wies Houweling is the General Secretary of Vrijzinnigen Nederland, a liberal religious  

movement with Christian roots in the Netherlands. She supports a large number of volunteers 

and ministers as they seek to strengthen the liberal religious voice in Dutch society. She is joined 

by Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, who will be the keynote speaker in our roundtable discussion Is There a 

Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? this afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00.  Learn more about the 

roundtable on pp. 6-7. 

 

Sunday, March 26  

In All Honesty: Rites of Passage 

Normand Gosselin, Shoshanna Green and Rev. Diane Rollert 

Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau with the Parts in Peace choir 

On this Sunday, we recognize the work of our lay chaplains and the intricacies of  

responding to the milestones of love and loss in our lives.  

 

 

 

 

Worship Calendar 

Gathered Here 

òNo legacy is so rich 

as honesty.ó  

 

ˈ William  

Shakespeare  

 

Do you know that 

you can read and 

listen to past  

sermons online ? 

Sermons 

March Theme:  

Honesty  

L'honnêteté  

Download the 

theme packet  

 

Sunday services start 

at 10:30 am (unless 

noted), with  

childcare available. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23924.Martin_Luther_King_Jr_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23924.Martin_Luther_King_Jr_
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sermons/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/monthly-themes/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/monthly-themes/
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March,  2017 

Sharing Our Gifts 

The Share the Plate recipient for March is 

Chez Doris . 

 

From the website: òOur drop-in program, in a 

home-like setting, receives up to 100 women per 

day. To the best of our ability, we try to provide an 

environment that is safe, and is inclusive,  

confidential, respectful, supportive, and helpful. We 

are a welcome relief to those who suffer from  

loneliness, isolation and depression and we assist 

women who struggle with financial insecurity, 

homelessness, mental illness, addictions, and/or 

other adversities. Our services and programs  

include: breakfast and lunch; access to showers and 

hygienic products; emergency food bags; 6 respite 

beds; telephone information and referral  

assistance; a financial management program; 

an Inuit assistance program; an Aboriginal 

housing program; health and mental health 

services; legal services; as well as educational 

and socio-recreational programs.ó  

On the first Sunday of each month , 

please bring non-perishable food items to be 

donated to the NDG Food Depot.  

Offerings can also be placed in the baskets in 

the Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall at any time.  

Find more information about the UCMõs 

Share Our Gifts distribution on the UCM 

website.  

Introduction to Performing Weddings 

Are you interested in becoming a lay chaplain? Or have friends asked you to 

get a special license to perform their marriage? Would you like to learn more 

about Unitarian approaches to wedding ceremonies? If so, please come to a 

daylong workshop at the UCM on Saturday, April 22, to learn about creating 

these joyous and significant events. This is the first of a series of workshops on 

conducting various rites of passage, open to all Unitarians and strongly  

recommended for UCM members considering lay chaplaincy. For more  

information or to register, contact Shoshanna Green, 514-426-0843.  

 

Read more about lay chaplaincy on our website. 

UCM Portraits will return in the April edition of Gathered Here. 

In this monthly column, we introduce UCM members by asking, "What would you like your  

fellow Unitarians to know about you?" We note what languages each person speaks to facilitate 

a multilingual congregation. We are looking for members, particularly Francophones, to  

interview and profile. Tell us your story! Contact Margo Ellis. 

UCM Portraits 

 

Check out previously  

published UCM portraits.  

Member Portraits 

http://www.chezdoris.org/
http://www.depotndg.org/en/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sharing-our-gifts/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sharing-our-gifts/
http://www.depotndg.org/en/
mailto:shoshannag@gmail.com
http://www.ucmtl.ca/weddings-ceremonies/
mailto:communications@ucmtl.ca
http://www.ucmtl.ca/members-portraits/
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Welcome and Nurture 

Memorial Flowers  

Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of  

flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236, 

or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847. 

Java Jiving 

Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz and Fran Nott are our co-java jiver coordinators. The availability of coffee 

and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel free to sign up to help. 

Volunteer with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer for one Sunday a 

month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.  

Caring Network 

Caring Network volunteers offer care and help, whenever possible and appropriate, to members 

and friends of the UCM who find themselves in need. The Caring Network coordinator for  

March is Frances Nott, 514-352-6847 (with backup from Martha Perry, 514-738-7811). 

Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:  

It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to 

have daily òcheck-inó phone contact. The idea would be to match a person with another member 

or friend of the community in order to set up a mutually convenient time for these daily calls.   

If you would like to learn more, please contact Patricia Philip, either by email, or by phone, 514-

342-6118 (between 9 am and 9 pm). 

Newcomersõ Corner 

Want to get a taste of what our theme -based Exploration Groups are all about?  

Try out Sunday Explorations with Margo Hovey-Ritter on Sunday, March 12, at 12:15-2:15 pm. 

Using our Exploration Group model of respectful listening, these sessions are highly  

recommended for newcomers and those whoõd like to experience our approach to going  

deeper together spiritually. Contact Rev. Diane Rollert. 

Engage and ConnectñLooking for ways to get involved at the UCM?   

Check out the Engage and Connect brochure. People would be glad to talk with you about  

becoming involved in anything that interests you. 

Learn more about the 

Unitarian Church of 

Montreal in English or 

French.  

Newsletter Update 

Is there a topic that is close to your heart that you would like to write about and share with the 

UCM community? Or do you have an original poem or meditation youõd like to see in the  

newsletter? Weõre looking for original material in French and English.  

Contact communications@ucmtl.ca. 

Thanks to Harvey Shepherd for his òDid You Knowó series of historical facts. 

mailto:maychaib@vl.videotron.ca
mailto:mfrances53@sympatico.ca
mailto:mfrances53@sympatico.ca
mailto:mperry1@videotron.ca
mailto:trish_philip@yahoo.ca
mailto:dianerollert@ucmtl.ca
mailto:engage@ucmtl.ca
http://www.ucmtl.ca
http://www.unitarien-montreal.ca/
mailto:communications@ucmtl.ca
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UCMõs 175th Anniversary 

 
Did you miss some events in January and February?  

 

Available to read:  

- Barbara Goode's personal recollection, The Unitarian Church of Montreal in the 

50's and 60's.  

- Mark Ableyõs historical moment on John Cordner. 

 

Available to read or listen to:  

- Rev. Carole Martignaccoõs reflection from January 22, Ministry is Like a Love 

 Affair. 

- Peter Boullataõs reflection from February 19, What Love Looks Like. 

 

Upcoming:  
Sunday, March 19  

 Worship service with special guests Rev. Wies Houweling, of the  

 liberal Dutch church Vrijzinnigen Nederland, and Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor.  

 

      Symposium, 2-4 pm, Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? 

Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, author of Faith without Certainty: Liberal 

Religion in the 21st Century, followed by a panel discussion on the future of  

religion in a secular society. Co-sponsored by the Montreal Theological  

College.  More information is available on pp. 6-7. 

 

Sunday, April 23  

  Multigenerational worship service, UCM the Musical Part III 

 

Sunday, April 30  

 Worship service with guest minister Rev. Meg Roberts , UU minister 

who served as our sabbatical minister in 2003. She is currently serving the 

Comox Valley UU Fellowship in BC. 

 
Sunday, May 28 

 Worship service, Remembering the Fire. Thirty-year commemoration of 

the fire on Simpson Street, May 24, 1987.  

 

 Downtown tour of Historic UU Sites with Rev. Diane Rollert. The tour 

will leave from the church, after lunch.  

 
Friday, June 9 

 A Musical and Gala!ñWine, dine and celebrate our past and future. Our 

final event to highlight the official birth of the church in June of 1842. 

Anniversary mugs and buttons are available for purchase.  

The mugs are $10 each. An anniversary button is available for a suggested donation of $1. 

Cash only, please! 

Books by UCM authors, organized by 

Janine Cobb, February 15. 2017. 

UCM: The Musical needs you!  

UCM: The Musical is looking for writers, singers, and actors to collaborate 

on a series of linked theatrical pieces to celebrate our 175th Anniversary. 

Email Katharine or contact her during coffee hour. 

(Nous avons également besoin de gens francophones pour participer!) 

http://www.ucmtl.ca/s/UCM-in-the-50-60s-Recollections.pdf
http://www.ucmtl.ca/s/UCM-in-the-50-60s-Recollections.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53a702d8e4b007c6678dc914/t/589f582a3a0411d59c5d6434/1486837803286/Cordner.pdf
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sermons/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sermons/
http://www.ucmtl.ca/sermons/
mailto:kchilds.dre@gmail.com
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Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? 

March,  2017 

 

A roundtable discussion will be held at the church on Sunday, March 19, 2 -4 pm: Is There a Future for Liberal Faith 

in a Secular World? Join us for a thoughtful and lively conversation about the future role of liberal religion in secular  

society. Our keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, has taught law, theology and religious studies at several American in-

stitutions including Harvard Divinity School, Andover Newton Theological School and Pendle Hill Quaker Study Center. 

He was director of the Center for Religious Freedom at Virginia Wesleyan College and is currently the Gerard van 

Leeuw Fellow at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands, where he continues to teach an interdisciplinary course 

on hate speech.  

 

Other panelists are Rabbi Ellen Greenspan, rabbi educator at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom; Rev. Carly Gaylor, who is  

currently working on a national project to welcome, serve and integrate young adults into Unitarian Universalist  

congregations; Rev. Wies Houweling, General Secretary of Vrijzinnigen Nederland, a liberal religious movement with 

Christian roots in the Netherlands; and Prof. Charles Blattberg, professor of political philosophy at the University of  

Montreal with a focus on justice. 

Brochure, page 1 : 
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Brochure, page 2: Keynote Speaker, panelists and the moderator:  

Is There a Future for Liberal Faith in a Secular World? 

Did you know?...  

é that of 185 people who responded to a congregational survey in 2005, 19 per cent had been 

raised as Roman Catholics, 15 per cent as Anglicans, 13 per cent as Unitarians and 12 per cent in the 

United Church of Canada. Respondents were also asked to pick up to three indicators of their  

current beliefs from a list. Sixty-eight per cent selected humanism, 32 per cent naturalistic theism, 25 

per cent mysticism, 17 per cent òUU Christian,ó 17 per cent pantheism and 16 per cent  

Earth-centred spirituality. The survey team was surprised that, asked to say what faith traditions  

other than Unitarian they felt connected with, 13 per cent selected Buddhism alone and some others 

mentioned Buddhism along with one or more other traditions. Twenty-one per cent mentioned 

Christianity or Catholicism alone and 30 per cent ònone.ó (Congregational Packet 2005).  


















