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175 Years of Tradition and New Creation
There is no creation without tradition; the 'new' is an inflection on a preceding form; novelty is always
a variation on the past. …No hay creación sin tradición … La création n’existerait pas sans la
tradition…
—Carlos Fuentes
June is our birthday month, the beginning of our creation as the first Unitarian congregation
in Montreal, Quebec and Canada. The exact date is a bit blurry. You could say it all began on
June 6th when the first decision was made to officially form a church or on June 20th when
our first constitution was signed. Whatever the date, let the tradition hold that just as the
city was coming alive with the greenness of spring, we too were beginning to blossom.
If you think of the long history of religion in Montreal, the fact that we are still alive and
thriving is pretty miraculous. We’ve never grown to have an overwhelming presence in
numbers, but we’ve always remained a small but powerful voice in this city. Tradition has
built us up and has made creative innovation possible. We continue to move forward, even as
we hold onto the past.
The question is, do we, as Unitarian Universalists, love tradition or fear it? It all depends on
which part of our history you read. Think of the heretics who defined our movement in the
16th Century. Consider Frances David who led the Unitarian movement in Transylvania.
Arrested and tried for “innovation” for refusing to follow the norms of the church, he died in
a prison cell. Yet, go to Transylvania today (now in Romania) and you will encounter whole
villages of Unitarians who are still practicing their faith as
they did nearly 450 years ago. Secretly holding onto their
traditions enabled Transylvania’s Unitarians to maintain their
identity through the brutal, totalitarian rule of Ceausescu.
Here in Montreal, some of our members grew up in this
faith, while others have come out of religious traditions
they’ve strongly rejected. Other members have never had
any religious experience and come thirsting for something
new. Traditions and rituals of the past can bring
reminders of old hurts for some, while for others they can
be grounding and refreshing. (Continued on the next page.)
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June’s Theme:
Tradition
La tradition
Download the
theme packet

“Tradition is not the
worship of ashes,
but the preservation
of fire.”
― Gustav Mahler

This is our challenge this month: How do we affirm and reclaim the traditions of the past that
provide us with the foundation we need? How do we celebrate the past and move toward
becoming the people we need to be for the future?
On May 7th, we faced a challenge for our future as we began a conversation about race, diversity
and inclusion. There are parts of our tradition that hold us down. There are old ways of doing
things and saying things that hurt and hold back our development. It takes time, effort and intention
to truly live into our vision of radical inclusion. That work has only just begun, yet we have only to
look back to our ancestors in 1842 to be reminded that inclusion has always been one of our
explicit founding principles. The shape of that inclusion is changing, but the intention remains deep
in our DNA.
“Roots hold me close, wings set me free. Terre nourris-moi, ciel emporte-moi.” These are words we
often sing from Spirit of Life. Tradition calls us to let our roots reach deep into the soil of what we
have been, while still creatively reaching up to the sky. That stretching and growing while staying
firmly planted in the ground does not always come easily. Yet this is what gives us new life and is
something to truly celebrate.
Happy Birthday, Unitarian Church of Montreal. May you hold fast to tradition and continue to
reach out with dreams and aspirations for the future.
With hope and joy,

Sunday services start
at 10:30 am (unless
noted), with
childcare available.

Worship Calendar
Sunday, June 4
The Flower Communion, 95 Years Later
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Maider Martineau, Louise Halperin, and the Yellow Door Choir
directed by Roxanne Martel.
This Sunday we join the Unitarian Church of Prague in celebrating our annual flower communion,
created and first celebrated by their founding minister, Rev. Norbert Capek, on June 4, 1922.

Do you know that
you can read and
listen to past
sermons online ?
Sermons

Please bring a flower to offer to someone else.
Please note that Claremont will be blocked from 8:30 a m to 12:30 pm for the Tour de l’Île
de Montreal, preventing access to the UCM parking lot on Sunday, June 4.
Sunday, June 11
To Hold Our Traditions Fast — Or Not?
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau
To clap or not to clap, to laugh or not to laugh, to light candles or to celebrate communion, or
not, to consider our history from one single perspective or not, these are the questions. This
Sunday, as we celebrate the church’s 175th anniversary, we consider ways in which tradition both
inspires and challenges us.
2

Ju n e , 2 0 1 7

Worship Calendar
Sunday, June 18
A Tradition of Tenderness
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Maider Martineau and Jean Séguin
On this day that is traditionally known as “Fathers’ Day,” who are the tender fathers or
male-spirited figures in your life? This is a service to lift up and celebrate the need for
tenderness in a world that can seem increasingly macho and harsh. Bring a favourite object or
photo to share of your tender role model. If you have a story to share, send it to Rev. Diane at
rev.dianerollert@gmail.com.
Sunday, June 25
A Tradition of Mystery
Special guest Milton Dawes, with additional music by Sandra Hunt
Musician, creative thinker, writer, seminar-workshop leader, Trustee and Ambassador at Large of
the Institute of General Semantics, Milton Dawes takes an innovative approach to the teaching of
general semantics. He often uses music: he will play parts of a song and analyze it in small steps to
illustrate how we can use the calculus to increase our own awareness. He draws on a wide range
of skills and experiences from his diverse interests to enliven his work.
http://miltondawes.com/about/

Sharing Our Gifts
The Share the Plate recipient for June is
St. Michael's Mission
From the website: “The Mission provides an
important link in the chain of services for the city’s
disadvantaged and marginalized population, offering
breakfast and lunch, showers and hygiene products,
clothing and emergency food to a multilingual and
multicultural clientele.
“Other basic services include crisis intervention, as
a first step in the process of rehabilitation as well as
assistance in welfare, unemployment, immigration
and refugee issues enabling clients to take their
place in today’s society.

In addition, information and referral services
are given on mental health and addiction
problems.”
On the first Sunday of each month,
please bring non-perishable food items to be
donated to the NDG Food Depot.
Offerings can also be placed in the baskets in
the Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall at any time.
Find more information about the UCM’s
Share Our Gifts distribution on the UCM
website.

Summer Services 2017
Hi All,
I am thrilled to be returning to my role as summer services coordinator this year! I
am looking for participants to help keep the services running for 10 weeks, from July 2 and
September 3. If you are interested in speaking, reading, doing a chalice lighting, acting as
liturgist, serving coffee, playing music, greeting, or have any other talents/interests you'd like
to share, please let me know! Even if you do not have a clear idea of your summer schedule, or if you would like to participate but are not sure in what capacity, feel free to get in
touch with me and we can work it out. Furthermore, if you have any topics you would like
to have addressed in a service this summer, I would love to hear from you! You can reach me by
email at hartchloe4@gmail.com. —Chloe Hart
3
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Newcomers’ Corner
Want to get a taste of what our theme-based Exploration Groups are all about?
Try out Sunday Explorations with Margo Hovey-Ritter on Sunday, June 11, from 12:15 to 2:15 pm.
Using our Exploration Group model of respectful listening, these sessions are highly
recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to experience our approach to going
deeper together spiritually. Contact Rev. Diane Rollert.

Welcome and Nurture
Memorial Flowers
Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of
flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236,
or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847.

Learn more about the
Unitarian Church of
Montreal in English or

French.

Java Jiving
Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz and Fran Nott are our co-java jiver coordinators. The availability of coffee
and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel free to sign up to help.
Volunteer with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer for one Sunday a
month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.

Caring Network
What Does the Caring Network Do?
The Caring Network got underway in March 2008 to partially fulfil the mandate of “welcoming and
nurturing” in the UCM mission statement. Over the last nine years, we have been able to help scores of
individuals and families in need. The Caring Network provides notepaper and cards (displayed on the
library desk after Sunday services) so that you can send greetings, get-well wishes, or condolences to
members and friends. We address, stamp and mail the cards.
But we do far more. We send notes, on behalf of the UCM community, to individuals dealing with
medical problems and to families mourning the death of a loved one. We have provided small gifts
(potted plants) to shut-ins and a book (with a welcoming inscription) to parents of newborns. We enlist
volunteer drivers to accompany individuals to appointments and ask others to make calls to ailing
individuals to make sure they’re okay or to visit someone homebound or in hospital. Perhaps the most
welcome gesture of the Caring Network is preparing and delivering food as needed. If you are
interested in having your name added to our list of volunteers, please contact Elizabeth Anglin,
elizang@sympatico.ca, or 514-937-4095. The Caring Network coordinator for June is Joan Hongoh,
514 488-5381, with backup by Nancy Lorimer, 514 482-3205.
—Janine Cobb and Elizabeth Anglin
Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:
It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to have
daily “check-in” phone contact. The idea would be to match a person with another member or friend of
the community in order to set up a mutually convenient time for these daily calls. If you would like to
learn more, please contact Patricia Philip, either by email, or by phone, 514-342-6118 (between 9 am
and 9 pm).
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UCM’s 175th Anniversary
Did you miss some earlier events?
Available to read or listen to:
•
Barbara Goode's personal recollection, The Unitarian Church of Montreal in the 50's
and 60's.
•
Mark Abley’s historical moment on John Cordner.
•
Bob Barnes’s historical moment about his grandfather Rev. William
Sullivan Barnes.
•
Bob Wright‘s memory of UCM's historic decision to become a Welcoming
Congregation.
•
Mary-Louise Engel’s historical moment (p.11) about the decision to become a
Green sanctuary.
Services:
•
Rev. Carole Martignacco’s reflection from January 22, Ministry is Like a Love
Affair.
•
Peter Boullata’s reflection from February 19, What Love Looks Like.
•
Rev Meg Roberts reflection from April 30, Tilling Rocky Ground to Cultivate
Compassion.

Celebrate/Célébrons
Friday, June 9,
6 pm at UCM
Free tickets for the UCM 175th
Anniversary Gala: Buffet and
Musical will be available
after the service on May 28 and

June 4.
Door Prize : Free buffet
Cash Bar

March 19 Roundtable:
Audio and video files for the March 19 roundtable are online at
http://www.ucmtl.ca/march-roundtable/.

Upcoming:
Friday, June 9
A Musical and Gala!—Wine, dine and celebrate our past and future. Our
blowout event to highlight the official birth of the church in June of 1842.
Sunday, June 11– rescheduled for the fall
Downtown tour of Historic UU Sites with Rev. Diane Rollert.

Are You Youngish?
If you are somewhere around 18 to 40 years old, consider joining our “Youngish”
mailing list by sending an email to office@ucmtl.ca, or join our Facebook group, “Young
(ish) at UCM”. We’ll keep you posted on the group’s activities including potluck
gatherings at different member’s homes and periodic gatherings with Rev. Diane for an
informal meal and conversation at the church. The next gathering with Rev. Diane will
be in the fall, but activities and potlucks are being scheduled to continue throughout
the summer.

Anniversary mugs and
buttons
The mugs are $10 each. An
anniversary button is
available for a suggested
donation of $1. Cash only,
please!

Newsletter Update
Is there a topic that is close to your heart that you would like to write about and share
with the UCM community? Or do you have an original poem or meditation you’d like to
see in the newsletter? We’re looking for original material in French and English.
Contact communications@ucmtl.ca.
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A Message from RE
Dear Friends,
I’m not sure how it happens, but the summer always seems to take me by surprise. It feels like one moment
it’s March and I just cannot make myself put on my big honkin’ winter boots one more time (and so I put on
my running shoes and get wet feet...), and then the next moment it’s the end of May and all of a sudden I’m
basking in the sunshine, recharging my inner solar batteries.
Spring feels like a sped-up time for me. The plants are struggling to grow big enough to take hold in the garden,
and the end of the school and year feels like we’re hurtling towards the summer and every opportunity to be
outside.
We’ll be closing out our RE year with three Sundays focusing on Tradition – and especially celebrating our
congregational milestone birthday of 175 years. I hope that your family is planning to attend the Anniversary
Gala on Friday, June 9. We’ll be exploring our anniversary during our RE time on June 4, which is a “better
together at UCM” Sunday.
We’ll also be engaging in one of my favourite UCM traditions, the community picnic, after church on Sunday,
June 18. Please bring food to share – weather permitting, we’ll be sharing it outside. June 18 is also the last
Sunday of RE until September. The nursery will be open and supervised on Sundays through the summer.
As we start planning for the fall, I’m looking forward to hearing your thoughts, feedback, and ideas for our
Religious Exploration program - keep an eye out for an invitation to a brainstorming session!
Traditionally, your solar-powered DRE,

Katharine

Notes from the Music Director
Upcoming Concerts
Music at Midday will not be offered in June due to Toronto Conservatory exams.
Trombone and Cello Concert
Keep your ears attuned for the announcement of a July concert with the Hunt-Russell clan and their
significant others from foreign lands. Date TBA.

Cleaning the Laliberté
Contact me if you have an inclination to polish the piano with me this summer.
New: Cell Phone (514) 953-3787 or email 2sandrahunt@gmail.com
Gary's cell phone is now our old phone number (514) 484-5559

Watch entrancing noncerto videos at: https://vimeo.com/194748475
Sandra Hunt
Pianist and Music Director of the Unitarian Church of Montreal
6
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UCM Portraits
Vincent Mousseau
Languages: English and French
About a week before Christmas in 2016, I found
myself—strangely enough—in a Catholic Church.
Now, anyone who knows me even vaguely knows
that this is quite the strange place to find me. A
staunch atheist and empiricist, I am pretty much the
last person that you would expect to find in a church.
Indeed, I was a bit confused about why I was there
myself.
You see, about six years ago, my mother died on
Christmas Eve and as a result, this time of year has always been difficult for me. Since she died,
though, I always had a tendency to find myself in a church for Christmas Eve. This seeking of
spiritual solace struck me as being extraordinarily symbolic to me in that regard, but nothing out of
the ordinary. Recently, though, I have felt a need for this type of thing more than ever.
With recent events around the world, and also those in my own personal life, I found myself looking
for a community to call my own; a community that is based in mutual respect, acceptance, growth,
and shared values. I found myself consumed; I was searching for a community that would grant me
these things in a loving, respectful, and caring atmosphere.
I truly discovered what I was looking for in the Unitarian Church of Montreal. In so little time, this
community allowed me the space to grow and develop as a person, all while fostering a sense of
true community that I have never felt before from a spiritual congregation. I found a community that
saw the best in me and willingly allowed me to take on leadership roles, even as a relatively new
member.

Check out previously
published UCM portraits.

Member Portraits

In this monthly column,
we introduce UCM
members by asking, "What
would you like your
fellow Unitarians to know
about you?" We note
what languages each
person speaks to facilitate
a multilingual
congregation.
We are looking for members, particularly
Francophones, to I
interview and profile. Tell
us your story! Contact
Margo Ellis.

I am proud to say that I am a member of a congregation that is constantly striving towards greater
inclusivity; I am an active participant in a community whose values, actions, and beliefs are actively
working towards changing the world for the better, and I could not be happier that I stumbled
across this community on that fateful Yule evening.
Vincent is a Black, queer, and trans community organizer, educator, and activist. They use the pronouns
they/them in English, and il/lui in French.

Introduction to Performing Weddings - June 3
Are you interested in becoming a lay chaplain? Or have friends asked you to get a special
license to perform their marriage? Would you like to learn more about Unitarian
approaches to wedding ceremonies? If so, please come to a daylong workshop at the UCM on
Saturday, June 3, to learn about creating these joyous and significant events. This is the first of
a series of workshops on conducting various rites of passage, open to all Unitarians and
strongly recommended for UCM members considering lay chaplaincy. Childcare is available
by advance request. For more information or to register, contact Shoshanna Green,
514-426-0843.
Read more about lay chaplaincy on our website.
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Unitariens célèbres
Millard Filmore (1800-1874)
Je vous propose aujourd’hui le destin politique du président des États-Unis,
Millard Fillmore.
Reconnu comme Unitarien plus de 20 ans avant son accession au pouvoir, sa
présidence sera placée sous le signe du compromis entre esclavagiste et
abolitionniste. Il y a bien des cas où le compromis est une solution
intéressante, mais pour ce qui est de l’esclavage, le compromis était davantage
une catastrophe qu’une solution.
Préoccupé par l’unité nationale et l’agrandissement du territoire, il négocie avec
le Texas et organise l’inclusion de la Californie dans l’Union, il satisfait les états
abolitionnistes en interdisant les marchés aux esclaves, mais satisfait les esclavagistes en autorisant les
poursuites d’esclaves fugitifs dans les états du Nord par leurs propriétaires du Sud.
Il autorise les états à procéder par référendum pour statuer définitivement si l’esclavage serait aboli ou autorisé
dans chaque état, il autorise les esclaves affranchis à acquérir à leur tour des esclaves dans les états du Sud, mais
il interdit la promotion et le lobbying en faveur de l’esclavage dans l’état de New York. Il refuse à adhérer à tout
parti politique favorable à l’esclavage mais refuse aussi d’adhérer à tout parti qui l’interdirait.
Mais d’où vient cette grande confusion qui va installer un climat politique propice à la guerre civile? Cela vient de
la meilleure des bonnes volontés inefficaces et de la difficulté de savoir dire non.
Aperçu de sa vie :
Treizième président des États-Unis. Il ne pensait jamais accéder à ce poste, vice-président du président Zachary
Taylor en 1849. Il devient son successeur à la mort du président élu et devra ainsi terminer son mandat.
Le président Zachary était favorable au compromis mais ne savait pas comment mettre en place la bonne
structure politique ; son successeur Milliard Fillmore va improviser en rejetant la responsabilité à chaque état.
Faute de prendre une position claire, il est vite critiqué autant par les esclavagistes que par les abolitionnistes. Le
compromis ne satisfaisait personne et sa politique de satisfaction globale de revendications opposées contribua à
renforcer le conflit politique entre le Nord et le Sud.
Homme discret et orateur fade, il ne cachait pas être devenu président à la faveur du destin et sans l’avoir
voulu. Il est éliminé de la course à sa succession dès 1853 au sein du parti Whig.
Issu d’une famille pauvre de l’état de New-York, il sera apprenti menuisier à 16 ans, puis se passionne pour les
études à la fin de l’adolescence. Ses parents et lui fréquentaient assidûment l’église unitarienne. Il fit de brillantes
études de droit en vue de venir juge. Incarnant la réussite sociale, il est facilement élu au Congrès dans son état
de New-York sur la liste du parti Whig et parvient à la vice-présidence puis à la présidence.
La guerre de Sécession va le traumatiser, car il s’attribue la responsabilité de ne pas avoir réussi à l’éviter,
refusant tous les honneurs après 1856. Il ne fonda ni grande bibliothèque, ni fondation, ni institut et refusera les
diplômes honoris causa que reçoivent habituellement les présidents.
Il sombrera dans une lente dépression et mourra dans l’oubli.
Il reste un Unitarien célèbre de par son statut de président des États-Unis et peut nous inspirer que la bonne
volonté n’est pas toujours suffisante. —Philippe Chevalier
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Taking Action in the World—Social Justice Activities
Letter-Writing

Social and Environmental Concerns

The letter-writing group will not meet this month.
They will resume meeting in September for their
friendly discussions of current issues and letter
writing to MPs or the appropriate government

Committee Meeting (SECC)

officials. Contact Carol Greene,

The monthly meeting will be on Sunday,
June 11 at 12:15 pm. All are welcome!
Contact Christina Duvander.

Refugee Sponsorship Update
Both families we are sponsoring are now fully settled in Montreal. The outpouring of support and
generous welcome has been amazing. Thank you!
On May 14, both families joined Rev. Diane at a gala event sponsored by the Syrian Kids Foundation,
where the church was awarded a plaque of recognition for our work supporting Syrian refugees.
The highlight of the evening was seeing both families connecting warmly with each other. It is
wonderful to watch the friendship developing between these two wonderfully warm families.

To contribute to the
Refugee Sponsorship Fund:

Your help is needed to raise additional money for our Refugee Fund:
We are looking for additional funds to cover unexpected costs, such as dental work (root canals,
for example, are not covered by the federal government’s health program for refugees) and
translation services for medical appointments. We’d like to raise $5,000 to ensure that these
additional needs can be covered. If you can get the word out to your networks, that would be most
appreciated. Cheques can be made out to UCM with “refugee fund” in the memo line. You can also
go to our website to give online, or click on the link to the right of this article to donate. Tax
receipts are provided for gifts of $25 or more.

Canada Helps in English /
CanaDon en français

Refugee Task Force—Rev. Diane Rollert, David Rollert, John Inder, Leah Garfield-Wright

CSA at UCM – Les jardins d’en haut
My name is Mylaine Massicotte and I have a
small farm in Havelock, south of Montreal. I
am offering you the opportunity to become a
member of our CSA by subscribing to
twenty weeks of fresh and organic vegetable
grown on our farm. The deliveries will be
every Thursday from 5:30 pm to 7 pm,
starting on June 22 and ending on November 2. There are two baskets
options: one small basket of vegetables at $18 per week and a regular basket
at $30. Check our website for more information, or write to me at
jardinsdenhaut@gmail.com. I will be at the service on June 4. You can ask
me any questions you may have and sign up.
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News from the Board of Management
The Board of Management met on May 17, 2017. Plans are well underway for the AGM on
June 5 and the 175th Anniversary Gala on June 9. Entry to the gala is free and open to
everyone in the UCM community.
In other upcoming news, Rev. Diane will be taking a sabbatical from January to March 2018
and the search is already underway for a sabbatical minister. Regarding refugee sponsorship, all
the family members from our two refugee families have arrived in Canada and are integrating
Did you know?...
… that our church was
active in several of the
social causes of the 1960s,
including advocacy and fund
-raising support for Dr.
Henry Morgentaler and
access to abortion. Support
for Vietnam war resisters
from the United States
included a public meeting of
the Montreal Council to
Aid War Resisters. In 1977
the Board of Management
adopted a resolution
acknowledging that a room
in Unitarian House was
being rented to a gay group.
Gay dances were being held
in Channing Hall.

well.
The Unitarian Church of Montreal had 4 delegates at the May 13th CUC ACM, three remote
and one on-site. (p 13). A vote was taken at the ACM for congregational dues to increase to
$100 per member from $93 per member.
—Submitted by Julie Golick, Church Administrator

Slate for the Election of the Board of Management
Elections for the Board of Management will be held at the UCM Annual General Meeting, June 5,
2017. The slate includes:
President - Stanislaus Mackiewicz
Vice President - Philippe Chevalier
Secretary - Catherine Ruth Scherzer
Treasurer - Hélène Boucher (acting)
Members at large - Grazyna Wilczek and Bill Joiner
Stewardship - not yet finalized
Council Moderator - Shoshanna Green

The UCM Annual General Meeting - June 5, 2017 at 7 pm
The UCM Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7 pm. Each year at the
Annual General Meeting, members* and friends have a unique opportunity to get a brief update on
the church’s accomplishments over the past twelve months. We review the ongoing projects that
are helping to shape our community, as well as the challenges that confront us in the year ahead.
Elections for open positions on the Board of Management will take place (see above).
Procedures for the Presentation of Resolutions at Business Meetings are posted in Phoenix
Hall. For further information, please contact Julie Golick, the UCM Office Administrator.
Please join us! This community is yours and mine. Therefore, it is very important for
each of us to attend the AGM and to feel a personal connection to what goes on inside
our walls.

*To be a voting member, you must have signed the membership book and made an identifiable financial donation in
the past year.
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Green Sanctuary
Mary-Louise read this historical moment as part of the celebration for the 175
anniversary at the May 14 worship service.
Hello. My name is Mary-Louise Engels, and I want you to join me in a brief
saunter down memory lane to … Green Sanctuary. This is and was a
church-wide program designed to help us become more actively virtuous with
respect to our Seventh Principle. Anyone? “Respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which we are a part”.
Pioneered by the UUA, Green Sanctuary, was NOT simply an aspirational
assortment of environmental principles to help Unitarians feel greener than
thou. In 2001, we committed to specific changes, as individuals and as a
church, with respect to energy use, purchasing, consumption and recycling. A green ethic was to be
promoted in RE, worship services and social action.
To start with, we wrote our green resolutions on green paper leaves and pinned them on a paper
tree at the front of the Sanctuary. Yes, we were earnest, resolved, for example, not only to reduce
the amount of trash - but also to prove empirically that we had done so. Thus, the sight of a green
board member solemnly weighing the church trash, week after week. For a few weeks, anyway.
However, a sufficient number of our resolutions were carried out consistently over a four year
period that in 2005 we were accredited by the UU Ministry for Earth as a Green Sanctuary.
One Green Sanctuary (GS)-related project for which I give thanks every time I come to church is
Phoenix Garden. Formerly a desolate wasteland of weeds and asphalt, it now delights the senses
with a profusion of daffodils , trees, shrubs and butterflies – and the fall vegetable harvest provides
healthy organic fare both to the single moms and others who cultivate it, and to food security
organizations in our community.
While the Garden is a highly visible project, many other initiatives were unobtrusive. Take the
purchasing policy, for example. Please. Many hours involving dozens of volunteers, were required
to research the costs and efficacy of alternate products – like toilet papers and light bulbs, and to
discuss the pros and and cons - and costs- of change with members, church staff and the Board.
The case is similar with efforts to improve recycling in the kitchen, consumption patterns, and
property management.
I will not try your patience – much - by describing all the GS activities over the years. We rejoiced
at the excited faces of kids watching seeds they had planted turn into green shoots and then
radishes. We applauded a member dressed as Kermit the Frog warbling “It isn’t easy Being Green”.
Special green programs, services and workshops were offered– including the seminar on ethical
investment that tackled the question “Can a green investor still make money?” The answer, “Yes,
but….” We touted the tastiness of tofu, and the benefits of bike racks, partnered with potters for
our “Empty Bowls” lunches to raise money for food security organizations. Our newsletter, church
library, and orders of service overflowed with green tips and information. What I want to
underline here is that all of these – and many more – involved the commitment and labours of
many individuals over many months. That is one of the reasons that I am not mentioning specific
names. To do so would be to risk missing many others who contributed generously with their time
and talents.
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Green Sanctuary
Some of our members and friends spoke out at Sunday services about their “green moments”.
One described the joys of owning a Prius; another couple recounted hosting a dinner at their
lakeside home to discuss the lake’s deterioration. Over coffee they formed an environmental
action group; and over time, Lake Mephremagog came again to reflect its original Indian meaning:
”Lake of Beautiful Waters”. Our resident expert on breast cancer traced the links between
environmental toxins and cancer; our in-house guru on household cleansers alerted us to the
hazards lurking beneath our kitchen sinks; and our green architect welcomed us to her straw bale
home. We heard from the Dean of responsible laundry appliances; the pilgrim en route to
vegetarianism; and the Queen of Compost, who organized a Sunday Service on ”Composting and
Recycling as Spiritual Acts”.
To further sample the variety of initiatives during the GS years, I recommend that you leaf through
the pages of “Achieving our Green Sanctuary Accreditation”, June 2005. It will be on display in
Phoenix Hall during coffee hour. And when you hear about a church group initiative that appeals to
you, go for it! Speaking personally, I learned a lot from GS, modified some of my thoughtless habits,
and made good friends who are still my friends today, even though they were, and remain, greener
than I.

New Sanctuary Banners
Did you notice…
Our old paper banners that
have hung in the Sanctuary for
many years have been replaced.
The colorful new ones are cloth so
they won’t tear and will last for
many years to come. The words of
our mission are printed on the
four panels in both French and
English.
As a spiritual community,
We welcome and nurture,
We inspire and challenge,
We take action in the world.
Notre communauté spirituelle
Accueille et nourrit,
Inspire et stimule,
Ensemble, nous agissons dans le
monde.

Thanks to Rev. Diane and David
Rollert, Margo Ellis and Mike Spence
for designing and hanging the new
banners.
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Canadian Unitarian Council Annual General Meeting, May 11, 2017
The 2017 CUC AGM is over. As a national organization we achieved some momentous things - the
first AGM allowing electronic participation and voting and across 4 time zones; the first AGM held
without a national conference; and the first AGM where delegates approved a three-figure Annual
Program Contribution rate which is partially in support of moving towards fair compensation
targets for CUC staff (read the full article about the AGM here http://cuc.ca/category/news/)
The electronic AGM this year was the fulfillment of the Active Democracy Study resolution to the
2013 CUC AGM to hold combined AGM and Conferences every second year with the mandatory
annual AGM's held electronically on the alternate years. The intent is to save work and expense,
and to reduce the amount of air travel - important considerations with respect to our limited
budgets and our commitment to environmental responsibility.
Regrettably there were technical glitches this year; the experience gained, though, should permit
smoother sessions in future years.
There were five participants from the UCM: the four delegates (Rev. Diane Rollert, Katharyn
Childs, Sophie Beaudoin-Dion; Cym Gomery and myself as a trustee. Diane, Katharyn and Sophie
met online; Cym and I attended at Toronto First where the Board met along with local delegates
and members.
Next year, the AGM and Conference will be held in Hamilton.
— Carol Cumming Speirs, Eastern Regional Representative and Secretary, CUC Board of Trustees.

New CUC Board 2017– 2018
Top row left to right :
Susan Ruttan, Edmonton (Western Region); Rev.
Rodrigo Emilio Solano-Quesnel, Ottawa (Eastern
Region); Danielle Webber, Toronto (Central Region);
Tanya Cothran, Toronto, Treasurer (Central
Region); UUMOC (Unitarian Universalist Ministers'
Organization of Canada) Observer: Rev. Debra Faulk,
Calgary.
Bottom row: Jane Ebbern, Calgary, Vice President
(Western Region); Carol Cumming Speirs, Montreal,
Secretary (Eastern Region); Keith Wilkinson,
Vancouver, President (British Columbia Region);
Milton Orris, Kelowna, (British Columbia Region).
Missing: YOB (Youth Observer), Maya James,
Winnipeg.
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Weekly Events
Parts in Peace choir rehearsal
Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Join us for choir rehearsal with Maider Martineau, our choir director. Come and participate in this
loving and supportive mini-community.
Creative Play Group
Friday mornings, 10 am-12 pm until June 16 and restarting in the fall
Get creative with art materials and a simple weekly art project to take home! The nursery will be
open for youngsters to play when they are finished with their art. Suggested donation: $2 per child.
Coffee and tea available for accompanying adults; light snack available for children. Bring indoor
shoes or slippers, as well as clothes that can get messy.The group link on Facebook is:
https://m.facebook.com/groups/423313601364621

Monthly Events
Introduction to Performing Weddings
Saturday, June 3, 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Come to a daylong workshop at the UCM to learn about creating these joyous and significant
events. This is the first of a series of workshops on conducting various rites of passage, open to all
Unitarians and strongly recommended for UCM members considering lay chaplaincy. Childcare is

The most up-to-date

calendar information is
available on the UCM
website.
This Month

available by advance request. For more information or to register, contact Shoshanna Green,
514-426-0843.
A Teach-In Follow-up Conversation On Race, Diversity and Inclusion
with Rev. Diane Rollert and Vincent Mousseau
Sunday, June 4, at 12:30 pm, bring a brown bag lunch
Our first meeting was just a beginning. There is more work to do that we often realize, so what can
we do moving forward? This will be the second conversation in an ongoing series that will continue
in the fall.
UCM Annual General Meeting,
Monday, June 5, 7:00 pm – read more on p.10
Seeking the Sacred in Stories, facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesday, June 6, 12-1:15 pm, Thomas Room
Bring your own brown-bag lunch and join this ongoing group as we deepen in community and
search for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of stories will be available from the UCM office.
UCM 175 Anniversary Gala and Buffet
Friday, June 9, 6:00 pm - read more on p.5
Sunday Explorations
Sunday, June 11, 12:15-1:30 pm, Thomas Room
This group meets to discuss the month’s theme, using our Exploration Group model of respectful
listening. These sessions are highly recommended for newcomers and those who’d like to
experience our approach to going deeper together spiritually. Contact Rev. Diane Rollert.
14
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Monthly Events
SECC
Sunday, June 11, 12:30 pm, Thomas Room
Contact Christina Duvander, 514-630-7523.

Do You Need
Childcare for Your
UCM Event?

Council Meeting
Wednesday, June 14, 6:30-8:30 pm
The Council enables UCM groups to cooperate, coordinate, and discuss UCM policy. All are
welcome. Contact Shoshanna Green.
UCM Church Picnic, Phoenix Hall and Garden
Sunday, June 18, 12:00 pm
Close out the church program year with our annual community picnic. Being some food to share
(salads, snacks, finger food, and desserts are best—no nuts, please), and if the weather permits,
we’ll eat outside. Don’t forget your picnic blanket.
Collage Afternoon
Sunday, June 18, 1:00-4:30 pm, Garden Room
This is an opportunity for creative play and self-exploration using collage. We work quietly at our
own pace. Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own. No experience necessary. Please
confirm your presence by contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy, ucmcollage@gmail.com.
Childcare is provided upon request.
Bookworms Alert!, Church member’s residence
Tuesday, June 20, 5:00-9:00 pm
Want to gain more insight into the hearts and minds of Trump supporters? Then come to the potluck and presentation/discussion led by Mary Maler and Valerie Broege of sociologist Arlie Russell
Hochschild's Strangers in Their Own Land. RSVP to Valerie Broege, broegev@vaniercollege.qc.ca, or
514-488-4670 for location and indication of what dish you will bring. All book lovers welcome!
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Joys and Sorrows
We rejoice with Hannelore and Leo Poncelet. Their ninth grandson, Liam Thomas
McKeever-Poncelet, was born on April 28. Parents Susan and Charles, and brothers, Callum and
Zack, are excited to have Liam home.
And Hannelore and Leo’s first granddaughter, Roxanne Hanna Denyse Poncelet arrived on May 4,
two weeks ahead of time. Parents Daniel and Chantale and brothers, Antoine, Matthieu and
Jeremy, are all doing great.
We hold in our hearts Muriel Jackson who was hospitalized in May. Muriel will celebrate her
100th birthday in June and keeps up-to-date on church life through our newsletter and frequent
visits from members of the Caring Network.
We rejoice with Curtis Murphy who graduated from the United Theological College on
Wednesday. This is one of the last steps as he moves toward becoming ordained as a Unitarian
Universalist Minister.
We say goodbye to Frances Koziar who is moving to Kingston, as she finishes her studies. She
will be missed!

Did you know?...
… … that in 1965, a lawyer approached the Rev.
Leonard Mason, minister between 1960 and 1977, to
marry Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor. They were
filming in Toronto and wanted to film in the United
States, but could not be admitted to the United States
unless they were married. They had both obtained
Mexican divorces from their former spouses, which
were recognized in Quebec but not Ontario. But
Quebec did not have civil marriages. Leonard Mason
agreed to marry them on condition there was no
publicity and married them in their suite at the RitzCarlton Hotel. Their publicity agent broke the nopublicity agreement the same afternoon. Leonard
Mason went on to join with Mayor Jean Drapeau in
persuading Quebec to adopt a law allowing civil
marriages.
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Closing Words
Forever Young
Prayer by Rev. Diane Rollert, 12 June 2016
Bob Dylan once wrote:

May you find the courage and the strength
to let go of the things
that hold you down and hold you back,
the negative voices that say you can’t,

“May God bless and keep you always
May your wishes all come true
May you always do for others
And let others do for you

the habits that disconnect you from the world,
the lies we all tell ourselves that keep us from the truth.
May you always know that you are good enough,

Unitarian Church
of Montreal
Église Unitarienne

even when you make mistakes.

May you build a ladder to the stars
And climb on every rung
May you stay forever young

May you rejoice in who you are,
and know that we love you.

Forever young, forever young
May you stay forever young.”

May you grow with confidence to be yourself.
and not worry so much about what others think.

This is my prayer for you,
My young friends and my not so young friends.
May you stay forever young
but be not afraid to age.
Be not afraid
to step into adult life,
to take up your place in this world,

May you find the courage
to accept the love
of those in your life who really care.
May you learn that aging is just a matter of perception,
and may you know that wherever you go,
this church, this sanctuary, this community

but never fear taking risks,
to try on the new,
to see how it fits.

H4A 1Y5
Phone: 514-485-9933
Email: office@ucmtl.ca

Board of Management
“May your hands always be busy

when it gives you comfort and makes you wise,

Montreal, QC

will always welcome you home.

to let your voices be heard.

May you hold fast to tradition

5035 de Maisonneuve O.

May your feet always be swift

Board meetings are
the 3rd Wednesday
of each month.

May you have a strong foundation
When the winds of changes shift
May your heart always be joyful
And may your song always be sung
May you stay forever young…"

May you hold onto your friendships.
May you find hope in a sometimes frightening world.

Amen.

May you know that the small things you do,
can and will make a difference.
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