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Moose and Humanity
This summer, while hiking in the Cape Breton
Highlands, I had my first close encounter with a
moose. My husband David and I were just
completing the Skyline Trail. It was a
breathtakingly beautiful afternoon, but in the
exceptional heat of the day, we’d sighted no
moose. It was my one regret; I really, really
wanted to see a moose.
Then, as the sun was slowly melting into the
mountains to the west and the air began to
cool, we turned toward the trailhead, and there
she was: a majestic mamma moose with her
baby. She was munching contentedly on birch
leaves while her offspring was nearly hidden by
the brush a few yards away. A small crowd of
hikers stood admiring the pair at a close but
comfortable distance. Then the mamma moose
raised her head and for a moment she stared at
the crowd.
“Move on,” she seemed to say. “You’ve seen
enough.” The crowd respectfully backed away
and continued on, leaving the moose and her
calf to graze in peace.

“No way am I staying in the cave!” yells the other
man. “There’s a bear in there!”
The more I think about this story, the more it
seems like a metaphor for the times we are living
in. Even as David and I wandered through the
serenity and solitude of the Cabot Trail, it was
hard to let go of the current events that were
overwhelming the summer. Devastating floods in
the US, Bangladesh and India, fueled by rising sea
temperatures; terrifying nuclear tests in North
Korea; heartbreaking blatant racism and fascism
leading to the loss of a life in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Need I say more?
We are caught between multiple dangers,
wondering how to respond or to find shelter. I
can’t say that I have any instant solutions to offer.
But what I do know is that I can’t face these
times alone. You are my community, my spiritual
home, and I need you!
So, welcome back from the summer, whether
you have stayed home or traveled. We need one
another to find solace, to find answers and to
take action.
With love,

Later that night I read a short story, “Mugged by
a Moose” by Matt Jackson, that reminded me
that human and moose encounters are not
always so idyllic. Consider this episode: two
young men taunt a moose in the wild, causing it
to charge. Rushing for safety, one man climbs a
tree, while the other runs into a cave.
The moose charges the cave, its antlers rattling
the rocks. When the moose retreats
backwards, the man in the cave jumps out. The
moose charges again and the man jumps back
into the cave. This in-and-out dance repeats
several times, until the man in the tree yells,
“Just stay in the cave and let the moose calm
down!”
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September’s
Theme:
Letting Go
Lâcher prise

Worship Calendar
Sunday, September 10
As the Water Flows: Homecoming Sunday and Water Communion
Rev. Diane Rollert
Music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau

Sunday services start
at 10:30 am (unless
noted). Childcare is
available.

We invite you to bring water from a summer experience (as exotic as your kitchen sink or
beyond) to share in our annual water communion. (No worries if you can’t bring water.
There’s always plenty on hand to share.) Through the communal pouring of water, we’ll
mark the joys, sorrows, transitions, and renewal experienced over the summer, and
consider what we need to let go of to begin anew for the fall.
Sunday, September 17
The Reed that Bends, the Tree that Breaks
Rev. Diane Rollert

Do you know that
you can read and
listen to past
sermons online ?

Music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau
In times of trouble, what’s the best way forward? When do you need to bend, and when
do you need to stand firm? We’ll take this Sunday to draw inspiration from the upcoming
Jewish High Holy Days as we consider the relationship between forgiveness and letting go.

Sermons
Sunday, September 24
I’m Never, Ever Giving You Up
Rev. Diane Rollert
Music by Sandra Hunt, Maider Martineau, Margo Ellis and Jane Critchlow
When it is medically or morally appropriate to extend or end life? As medical technology is
rapidly advancing, our relationship with life and death is changing. When do we let go and
when do we hold on? This is may be the greatest spiritual challenge each one of us will
ever face.

Thanks to Chloe Hart for her wonderful work as our Summer Services
Coordinator. With everyone that volunteers to do music and services, UCM is able
to continue our practice of having rich, meaningful Sunday services throughout the
summer. Read more about Chloe on the UCM Portraits page.
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Sharing Our Gifts
The Share the Plate recipients for September is L’Itinéraire
L’Itinéraire’s mission is to support and empower people on the streets. It offers help with financial
and practical life skills, food security, and socioprofessional integration, and increases awareness of
the difficulties related to marginalization, poverty, and itinerancy.
De la site Web: “Le Groupe communautaire L’Itinéraire est une entreprise sociale qui offre des
solutions aux individus qui souhaitent évoluer en société, et qui ont la volonté d’entreprendre
des projets d’affaires à échelle humaine. L’Itinéraire responsabilise ces personnes et les aide à
développer leur pouvoir d’agir sur leur condition financière et sociale par leur implication dans des
projets d’économie sociale. Les participants à nos programmes sont des personnes vulnérables, soit
des hommes et des femmes, jeunes ou âgés, à faible revenu ou sans emploi, vivant notamment en
situation d’isolement social, de maladie mentale ou de dépendance.
On the first Sunday of each month, please bring non-perishable food items to be donated to
the NDG Food Depot. Offerings can also be placed in the baskets in the Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall
at any time.
Find more information about the UCM’s Share Our Gifts distribution on the UCM website.

Themes for 2017-2018
The themes for 2017-2018 are:
September / septembre

Letting Go / Lâcher prise

October / octobre

Connection/La connection

November / novembre

Humility / L’humilité

December / décembre

Expectation / Les attentes

January / janvier

Growth / La croissance

February / février

Interdependence / L’interdépendance - a theme shared across Canada

March / mars

Creativity / La créativité

April / avril

Curiosity / La curiosité

May / mai

Blessing / Le bienfait

June / juin

Simplicity / La simplicité

Get Ready to Join an Exploration Group/Group d’exploration
Exploration Groups meet once a month for two hours to engage in a dialog on our monthly theme. Group facilitators
make sure everyone gets a chance to speak. We have several volunteer facilitators this year.
We will launch groups only when we have at least ten persons available at a given time. The times will be announced
in September and you will be able to indicate your first and second choice to Margot Hovey-Ritter (at church or by
email), who is organizing the groups. The facilitator will let you know when your first meeting will take place.
Margot Hovey-Ritter, Ph.D., margot.hovey@sympatico.ca
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Newcomers’ Corner
Are You Youngish?
If you are somewhere around 18 to 40 years old, consider joining our “Youngish”
mailing list by sending an email to office@ucmtl.ca, or join our Facebook group, “Young(ish) at
UCM”. We’ll keep you posted on the group’s activities including potluck gatherings at different
member’s homes and periodic gatherings with Rev. Diane for an informal meal and conversation at
the church. The next gathering with Rev. Diane will be this fall.

Learn more about the
Unitarian Church of
Montreal in English or
French.

Welcome and Nurture
Memorial Flowers
Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of
flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236,
or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847.
Java Jiving
The availability of coffee and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel free to sign
up to help. Volunteer with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer for one Sunday a
month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.

—Aleksndra Oleszkiewicz

Caring Network
What Does the Caring Network Do?
The Caring Network provides notepaper and cards (displayed on the library desk after Sunday services)
so that you can send greetings, get-well wishes, or condolences to members and friends. We address,
stamp and mail the cards.
We also send notes, on behalf of the UCM community, to individuals dealing with medical problems and
to families mourning the death of a loved one. We have provided small gifts (potted plants) to shut-ins
and a book (with a welcoming inscription) to parents of newborns. We enlist volunteer drivers to
accompany individuals to appointments and ask others to make calls to ailing individuals to make sure
they’re okay or to visit someone homebound or in hospital. Perhaps the most welcome gesture of the
Caring Network is preparing and delivering food as needed. If you are interested in having your name
added to our list of volunteers, please contact Elizabeth Anglin, elizang@sympatico.ca, or 514-937-4095.
The Caring Network coordinator for September is Carol Greene, cpg4taxi@gmail.com, 514-933-4532.
—Janine Cobb and Elizabeth Anglin
Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:
It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to have
daily “check-in” phone contact. The idea would be to match people person in order to set up a mutually
convenient time for these daily calls. If you would like to learn more, please contact Patricia Philip,
either by email, or by phone, 514-342-6118 (between 9 am and 9 pm).
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Help Build a School in Honduras
The First Unitarian Congregation of Toronto, in
partnership with World Accord, invites you to help build a
school in the mountains of Honduras. This is a hands-on
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of subsistence
farmers and their families. Please join a two-week trip,
beginning: February 3 or March 3, 2018. Construction and Spanish language skills are not required but would be welcomed. For
more information, contact Richard Kirsh (416-767-5837 or
richardkirsh@sympatico.ca).

Mindful Journey to India
Join us in 2018 on a Mindful Journey to India! India has become a favourite destination for Mindful
Journey’s and we have brought it back by popular demand. This is an opportunity to travel with
other UU’s and to enjoy the wonder and colours of India. Daily meditations and evening
reflections help us to experience our travel more fully.
Please contact me if you would like an itinerary of the trip and information about Mindful
Journey’s . I will gladly send you our ebooklet of Mindful Journey’s from 2006 to 2016 with
comments and stories from our travellers.

News from the CUC
Events:
Lay Chaplain ‘Basics’ Training: Oct 20 – 22, Peterborough ON
Truth, Healing and Reconciliation Facilitator training: on-line, 4 dates available
Leadership in UU congregations: Sep 28, 7:30 pm EDT, on-line.
Welcome Ministers
Several congregations are beginning new partnerships with intern, interim and settled ministers.
Find out more here.
New Staff
The CUC welcomes Ahna DeFelice to the new role of Organizational Administrator. Read about
Ahna here.
Refugee Gridlock
Read the article on ‘A Campaign to Fix Canada’s Broken Refugee System,’ and write your Member
of Parliament.
International
The CUC is once again accepting donations for the work of the UU-United Nations Office and the
International Council of UUs. Has your congregation planned a United Nations Sunday? Find out
more.
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A Message from RE
Dear Friends,
The end of August is probably the most conflicted time in my life, every year. My birthday arrives
with the excitement of celebrating with family, and the feeling of being a whole year older. The
church year begins with anticipation and joy – to see old friends again after a summer apart, and to
see our Religious Exploration program flourish again for another year. And for my family this year,
another new challenge – my daughter Thora is beginning pre-kindergarten at the “Big Kids’ School”!
But still, the idle days of summer are over, the mornings are chillier, and I start to wonder why it’s
dark at 7:30 pm all of a sudden. Letting go of summer is my biggest challenge at this time of year, and
it’s fitting that that’s the theme with which we’ll begin our year.
I hope our September 10 Water Communion and Ingathering service finds you rested and excited
for another church year – I’m certainly excited to share with you our 2017-18 programming for
Religious Exploration.
An RE program summary will be available on the church website in mid-September, as will
registration information. We’ll be asking you to confirm your family’s contact and emergency
information this fall, as we’ve switched our church database over to the Breeze system, and we
want to make sure that everyone’s details are correct.
As the month begins though, I’d love for you to have a taste of our 2017-18 program:
I Am Somebody: a Year of Celebration and Empowerment
Je suis quelqu’un: une année pour fêter et valoriser
The theme is inspired by the poem “I Am – Somebody” by Rev. William Holmes Borders, made
famous by the Rev. Jesse Jackson.
Like last year, we’ll be integrating our program with the church’s theme-based ministry approach,
with the goal that you and your children will have topics and ideas to discuss throughout the week.
Each week of the month we’ll be exploring a different kind of activity:
1st week of the month:

I Am Somebody who Explores / Je suis quelqu’un qui explore

2nd week of the month:

I Am Somebody who Creates / Je suis quelqu’un qui crée

rd

3 week of the month:

I Am Somebody who Discovers / Je suis quelqu’un qui découvre

4th week of the month:

I Am Somebody who Celebrates / Je suis quelqu’un qui fête

th

5 week of the month:

I Am Somebody who Plays / Je suis quelqu’un qui joue

You’ll be hearing more about all of these topics in the coming weeks and months. Stay up to date
with RE activities and news (as well as a preview for each Sunday) by subscribing to our weekly RE
newsletter – if you’re not already receiving it, ask us how!
Best,
Katharine
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Coming of Age Starts This Month

Notes from the Music Director
Sunday, October 1, 2017, around 1 pm in the Sanctuary
As part of the celebrations of our church's long life in Montreal, I'm participating in a special
post-service talk on October 1: Lorne Huston (Mary-Louise Engel's historian son) and his
colleague at Université de Montréal, musicologist Marie-Thérèse Lefebvre, will present an
extremely interesting, unusual talk about the art of organist George Brewer, and his
relationship with the Unitarians, whom he served on Simpson and Sherbrooke from 1913 to
1947.
New video of the Sanctuary!
Have a look at the ethereal art of Tanya Burka, aerial silks acrobat, who created a video
with my son, Matt Russell, and his pianist collaborator, Eliazer Kremer, in our
Sanctuary. Strung from the rafters, her flowing silks form hypnotic patterns against the
backdrop of our futuristic ceiling. The music was composed by Matthias Maute.
107.3 Russell & Dramer– Maute: Nonconcerto RR11V. Le lendemain, Nonconcerto Lumière

George Brewer (organist at the
Church of the Messiah for 34
years) by Montreal artist, Edwin
Holgate

Sandra Hunt -Pianist and Music Director of the Unitarian Church
of Montreal
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News from the Board of Management
The members of the Board of Management elected at UCM’s AGM this past June were:
President - Stanislaus Mackiewicz
Vice President - Philippe Chevalier
Secretary - Catherine Ruth Scherzer
Treasurer - Hélène Boucher (acting)
Members at large - Grazyna Wilczek and Bill Joiner
Stewardship - Susan Gyetvay
Council Moderator - Shoshanna Green
The next board meeting will be on September 20.
Board and Council Retreat
The UCM Board and Council retreat is scheduled for Friday, September 22 and Saturday,
September 23. More information will be available soon.

Activités en francais
L'été approche à sa fin. Nous pensons déjà aux activités à venir. Je me suis proposée
c0mme facilitatrice d'un groupe de réflexion (Exploration Group) en français. Nous pourrions
également mettre sur pied d'autres genres d'activités en français autour des thèmes que nous
valorisons. Laissez-moi savoir par courriel vos intérêts afin que je puisse organiser avec vous le
temps et le lieu de ces possibles rencontres. Contactez Hannelore Poncelet
à hanniponcelet@hotmail.com

The Return of Creative Play at UCM!
Last year's playgroup sessions were a learning experience for me. I learned about which kinds of art
projects work with little kids--and which don't. I learned just how long it can take me to prep the
coffee and the space, before families arrived. I learned I really enjoyed spending time with little ones
and their families. And so, I'm re-starting the playgroup this year--with one little change.
The Creative Play Group will take place on Monday mornings, still from 10 am to noon. As always,
there will be coffee, tea, and snacks (usually a cereal mix and a fruit) available. There will be a
creative project taking place in one room, right off of the Nursery so children can decide whether
they want to play or create. The first play group takes place Monday, September 23 and will
continue weekly after that. I do ask for a donation of $2 per child, to cover the costs of snacks and
art materials.
For our Opening Day on September 25, 10 am to 12 noon, our
special project is called: Baby's First Art Portfolio. We'll transform
simple binders with cloth and glue, stickers and more, into something
beautiful that can also keep the budding artist's work organized.
Children can also draw and color pages to be specially placed in their
portfolio! This way, you'll have somewhere to put all the art a child makes
at our Creative Play Group!
—Yvette Salinas
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UCM Portraits

Member profiles

Chloe Hart

We are looking for
members, particularly
Francophones, to
interview and profile.
What would you like
your fellow Unitarians to
know about you? What
are your primary languages? Tell us your
story! Contact Margo
Ellis.

Languages: English and French
My parents took me to the Universalist Unitarian Church of Halifax
when I was very young. When my brother was born, it became too
difficult to get ourselves there, so we stopped attending before I was
really old enough to remember it clearly. When I was growing up, I
remember telling people I was Unitarian and that my church didn’t
have a creed, but by the time I was in junior high, I stopped
identifying with the church at all.
After finishing high school, I came to Montreal to study at l’Ecole de
danse contemporaine de Montreal. I moved in with a friend from
high school named Olivia, who had moved to Montreal the year
before. As it turned out, she had also gone to UUCH when she was
very young – we had probably been in the same religious education class – and she had also stopped
attending as she grew up. She had rediscovered Unitarianism through UCM in her first year in
Montreal, so by the time I moved in with her, she was going every week. We only discovered this
coincidence when we became roommates, so of course this made me curious about Unitarianism. I

Check out previously
published UCM
Member Portraits

started coming to UCM with Olivia fairly regularly during my first fall in Montreal, and by the time
the new year rolled around, I had a job working in the RE nursery.
I spent a year working in the nursery, and by the end of the next year, I was invited to work in the
RE grade school. This meant I actually had to know something about UUism! I learned a lot of what I
know about our faith through teaching it to children in RE that year. I started getting very involved
in the church, joining an Exploration Group and the Worship Planning Committee, and later
volunteering as the co-publicity coordinator for BidSunday. I became a member in fall 2015.
One of my major roles at UCM has been working as the Summer Services Coordinator. I have
served in this role for the past three years, and I absolutely love it. For 10 weeks in the summer, our
staff gets some time off as regular programming comes to an end. My job is to organize volunteers
and material in order for the services to continue running during this time. I absolutely love getting
to know a different community member each week as I help them prepare a service.
Another experience that has been deeply informative to my UU experience has been Meaning
Makers, a spiritual development program for young adults run by the UUA. The year-long program
includes an opening and a closing retreat at UBarU Camp and Retreat Center in Mountain Home,
Texas. The centre itself is absolutely beautiful, and its staff, along with the Meaning Makers program
leaders, were incredibly inspiring. Every young adult in the program had something to teach me.
During the year, I attended monthly virtual small-group meetings with other Meaning Makers
participants, as well as monthly meetings with a mentor from the UCM community. Shoshanna
Green acted as my mentor, and every month I looked forward to our meetings.
Unitarian-Universalism has become a huge part of my life and I am so grateful to be a part of the
community at UCM!
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Taking Action in the World—Social Justice Activities
Letter-Writing

Social and Environmental Concerns

The letter-writing group will resume meeting on
Wednesday, September 20 at 10:30 am for our
friendly discussions of current issues and letter
writing to MPs or the appropriate government

Committee Meeting (SECC)

officials. Contact Carol Greene,

Monthly meeting are on Sundays and will
resume on September 10 at 12:30. All are
welcome!

CUSJ Québec Chapter
The Québec Chapter of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice will be meeting on
September 17, 2017 at 2 pm, by videoconference and in person. CUSJ members and social ustice
minded UUs are invited to join the Québec Chapter members at the Unitarian Church of Montreal,
in the Thomas room, at 2 pm on that day. We will be welcoming two new members! For more
info, or to obtain a copy of the agenda, please contact Cym Gomery: jeanromberry@gmail.com.

Refugee Sponsorship Update
Both families are working hard to learn French. Nikola and Waseem spent much of the
summer living with host families and studying French in Bonaventure in the Gaspé, a place and
people they both came to love. The Al Mohammad children also enjoyed their summers. Some of
the children even participated in a sleepover summer camp which included swimming,
canoeing and playing sports.
The children have picked up French quickly and are now able to converse easily. They’ve
recently returned to school where they are doing well in their studies. They happily report that
they’ve made friends with classmates and neighbours from all over the world. The oldest children
have now added English studies on top of their French studies as they both prepare to apply to
college or university.
Everyone has come a long way from our first encounters when we all relied heavily on
translators. Overall, both families are doing well as they integrate into Montreal life. Of course,
there have been small challenges along the way, but everyone’s determination, positive spirit and
resilience continue to be inspiring.

To contribute to the
Refugee Sponsorship Fund:
Canada Helps in English /
CanaDon en français

In the meantime, the refugee sponsorship task force has been looking at ways to provide
support for the large number of Haitian asylum seekers who have been arriving daily in Quebec
from the US. Many aid organizations are trying to figure this out as well. As we have a better
sense of what is needed, we will be informing the congregation.
Refugee Task Force—Rev. Diane Rollert, David Rollert, John Inder, Leah Garfield-Wright

Upcoming Six Week Course—Israel/Palestine
There is more than one version of the history shared by Israel and Palestine. Canadian Friends of Rabbis for Human Rights
invites you to attend a six-week mini-course designed to explore the contested histories of the Israel-Palestine conflict.
The course will be based on The Israel-Palestine Conflict: Contested Histories by Neil Caplan and led by Dr. Caplan.
The course dates are Thursday nights Sept 14 and 28, October 19 and 26. and November 2 and 9.
The venue is at 6767 Cote des Neiges. The cost is $50.00. This does NOT include the cost of the book. Registration is
online at friendsrhrmtl@gmail.com. Questions can be addressed to David Adley 438 275 8497davidadley6@gmail.com
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Weekly Events
Parts in Peace choir rehearsal
Thursdays at 7:00 pm—Beginning Sept 7
Join us for choir rehearsal with Maider Martineau, our choir director. Come and participate in
this loving and supportive mini-community. Newcomers are always welcome!
Creative Play Group
Monday mornings, 10 am-12 pm—Beginning September 25
Get creative with art materials and a simple weekly art project to take home! The nursery will be
open for youngsters to play when they are finished with their art. Suggested donation: $2 per child.
Coffee and tea available for accompanying adults; light snack available for children. Bring indoor
shoes or slippers, as well as clothes that can get messy. The group link on Facebook is:
https://m.facebook.com/groups/423313601364621

Monthly Events—September, 2017
Seeking the Sacred in Stories, facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesdays 12-1:15 pm, Thomas Room – will begin again in October
Copies of stories will be available from the UCM office.

The most up-to-date

calendar information is
available on the UCM
website.
This Month

Social and Environmental Concerns Committee
Sunday, September 10, 12:30—2:00 pm, Thomas Room
Contact Christina Duvander, 514-630-7523.
Collage Afternoon
Sunday, September 17, 1:00—4:30 pm, Garden Room
Join us for an afternoon of creative play and self-exploration using collage. We work quietly at our
own pace (without instruction). Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own. No
experience necessary. Please confirm your presence by contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy
at ucmcollage@gmail.com. Childcare is available upon request.
Canadians Unitarians for Social Justice
Sunday, September 17, 2:00 - 4:00 pm, Garden Room
The Québec Chapter of Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice will be meeting on
September 17, 2017 at 2 pm, by videoconference and in person. CUSJ members and social-justice
minded UUs are invited to join the Québec Chapter members at the Unitarian Church of Montreal,
in the Thomas room, at 2 pm on that day. We will be welcoming two new members! For more
info, or to obtain a copy of the agenda, please contact Cym Gomery: jeanromberry@gmail.com.

Marie-Berthe Dion Issues Action Group: Letter Writing
Wednesday, September 20, 10:30 am
Join us for a friendly discussion of a current issue, and, if so moved, write letters to your MP or the
appropriate government official. Our group began as an initiative of the Montreal branch of the
World Federalist Movement-Canada. Contact Carol Greene, 514-933-4532.
11
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Monthly Events—September, 2017
Midday Meal with Music
Wednesday, September 20, 12:30 pm
All are welcome! The cost is $5 for a tasty meal followed by a piano concert by advanced students.
Enjoy a mid-week interlude with friends. Plan to attend each month and enjoy meals produced by
different members of our community. Contact Elizabeth Anglin, 514-937-4095.

Newsletter Update

Music at Midday,
Wednesday, September 20, 1:45 pm
Board and Council Retreat
Friday and Saturday, September 22 and 23
Locations, times and other information will be available soon.

I’d like to thank a number of people wh
Philippe Chevalier, Prue Rains, Rev. Dia
Shoshanna Green. If there is something
Contact communications@ucmtl.ca. —

Ruth di Giovanni Documentary Film Series
Sunday, September 24, 12:00 - 2:30 pm, Thomas Room
Film to be announced. Contact Christina Duvander, 514-630-7523.

Joys and Sorrows
In Memoriam
This was a summer of much loss. With great sadness, we remember…
Norman Greggain, husband of Phyllis Greggain, father of Laura Greggain, father-in-law of John
Pike, and grandfather of Christopher Pike. Norman passed away on July 2 at the age of 90.
Tessy Tomasek, longtime member, who passed away July 3 at the age of 89. A celebration of
her life will be held at UCM on Sunday, September 17 at 2 pm. Rev. Diane Rollert will be
officiating.
Deanna Silver, active volunteer and member, who passed away on Monday, July 10, after
having courageously battled a rare form of cancer. A celebration of her life will be held at
UCM on Saturday, October 7 at 3 pm, Rev. Diane Rollert officiating.
Eleanor Stubley who died on August 13th at the age of 57. Eleanor gave the gift of her music
to our community for many years. A celebration of her life was held at the J.J. Cardinal
Funeral Home, in Lachine on August 22, officiated by Rev. Nicoline Guerrier.
Have you experienced joys or sorrows that you need to share? Contact our minister at
rev.dianerollert@gmail.com. Also, join us for our annual water communion on Sunday,
September 10, when we will share in the communal pouring out of water to represent the
many transitions faced by our community this summer.
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Closing Words
Final Days of Summer
Meditation by Rev. Diane Rollert
Spirit of Life,
Ground of our being,
we come into this sanctuary
holding silent thoughts,
wanting to reach out,
eager and afraid.
There is a reality that surrounds us
that both delights and confuses us.
We live with love
and a longing for love.
We live with hope
and a longing for hope.
We live with courage
and dreams of finding courage.
Sometimes this sanctuary is the only place
where we can find refuge.
Other times we feel so impatient.

We wait for the days
when the trees will be aflame
as we wait for the days
when kindness and mercy will prevail.

We hold in our hearts those
who listen to drones and falling bombs,
who cannot go home anymore.

We stand in witness,
knowing that even those who live with peace
spend restless nights
worrying about the future,
feeling shocked by the angry world,
remembering loved ones lost,

5035 de Maisonneuve O.

and aching for meaning.

Montreal, QC
H4A 1Y5
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Out of this complex web of life,

that are too heavy to name.
We fear that if we share what is truly on our hearts
we will be turned away.

We hold onto the final days of summer
even as autumn is about to stake its claim in name,
even as the lunar eclipse has passed
and the lengthy days of sunlight
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who cannot sleep,

Why can’t we hurry up and change the world?

We carry burdens

Unitarian Church
of Montreal

Email: office@ucmtl.ca

its joys and its sorrows,
we search for purpose,

Board of Management

to reset time

Board meetings are

to another dimension

the 3rd Wednesday

where love prevails.

of each month.

Into the silence may we carry
the gratitudes and the burdens
that fill our thoughts this morning.

have begun to shorten,
even as we know the days will let go of their heat

Amen

And start to settle into coolness
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