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Many years ago, during a winter workshop titled
“Unplugging the Holiday Machine,” I asked the
participants to take some reflective time to
draw a picture or write about a favourite
holiday memory. One young man took a dark
piece of paper and drew the most wonderful
winter landscape at night. He told us that his
memory had transported him back to a cabin in
the woods on a holiday night overlooking a
frozen lake.
Peace descended over the room. Everyone
seemed to sigh with longing. “That’s the holiday
tradition we need. A winter cabin and a quiet
night.”

Our expectations will definitely need to change.
We’ll have to create new traditions. Maybe it’s
time to expand our Chanukah latke party?
I know that the winter holidays are not an easy
time for everyone. The surrounding world can have
high expectations for holiday cheer, while you may
be carrying sadness and grief or feeling loneliness.
If your burdens are heavy, I hope that you can find
a way to lighten your load here in our community.
May you feel welcome at one of our many winter
holiday observances. There’s lots planned, from
the quiet and contemplative to the loud and active.
If you feel you need some spiritual or emotional
support during this season, please let me know.
I’m here for you.

At the end of the season, I’ll be saying goodbye for
a few months. I’ll be taking a three-month
What expectations do you have for this holiday
sabbatical and will return on Easter Sunday, April 1.
season? When my mother-in-law was alive,
I’ll be travelling to several places this time, including
there was never any question where the family
attending a ministers’ conference in Florida in
would gather for the holidays. Christmas was a
January and going to Nepal in February for the
sacred holiday for her, one that she expected to
gathering of the International Council of Unitarians
spend surrounded by her children and
and Universalists. David and I will do some
grandchildren. We always laughed that both her
travelling (maybe even some trekking) while there.
son and daughter married Jews so that there
I’ll also be spending a couple of weeks in Europe
would never be a battle over where everyone
(locations yet to be determined) in my role as
would be on Christmas Day.
ambassador to the European UUs. In between, I’ll
be spending quiet, contemplative at home.
This year, Christmas will be different for us.
We’re about to experience, for the first time,
Wishing you peace on earth and shining lights,
the challenges that many families do. David and I
are new grandparents and there’s a whole new
Christmas-celebrating other side of the family to
consider. I mean, seriously, who gets to see the
baby when?
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December’s
Theme:
Expectations/
Les attentes
Sunday services start
at 10:30 am (unless
noted). Childcare is
available.

Worship Calendar for the Holidays
Sunday, December 3
10:30 am—Managing Expectations: Seeking the Spiritual and Avoiding Religion
Marc Boucher, with Rev. Diane Rollert
Music by Sandra Hunt and special guests the Yellow Door Choir, directed by Roxanne Martel
Marc Boucher grew up in Montreal, the son of a Francophone Catholic father and an Anglophone
Protestant mother. “Religion was always a contentious issue in my home,” he says. This Sunday, he’ll
share his voyage of changing expectations as he found his way from the Buddha to Yogi Yogananda
to a Unitarian Universalist congregation in Phoenix, AZ, and back home again.
12:00 pm—Celebration brunch in honour of the Al Mohammad family
Join us as well to celebrate the one-year anniversary of the arrival of the Al Mohammad family from
Syria. A special brunch will be provided after the service.

2017 Mitten Tree
December 3 – 25

Sunday, December 10
10:30 am—What It Means to Come of Age
With the youth from the Coming of Age program and Rev. Diane Rollert, Danielle Webber
(Sabbatical Minister), and Katharine Childs
Music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau
Join the youth, young adults, and mentors of the Coming of Age group as we share some of our
explorations of what leadership, worship, and Unitarian Universalism mean to us, and what
with a message of hope for this
holiday season. All proceeds expectations we have for ourselves and our community as we continue to grow together. This
Sunday we’ll also meet Danielle Webber, who will be our sabbatical minister while Rev. Diane is
will go to the Native
away January 1- March 31.
Women’s Shelter.

We’re trying something new
this year! Give a dollar for a
paper ornament (created by
RE and available in the foyer)
for the Sanctuary’s Mitten
Tree. Decorate your ornament

Sunday, December 17
10:30 am—A Service for All Ages:
The Latke That Wouldn’t Stop Screaming: A Hanukkah Celebration
Music by Maider Martineau and the Parts in Peace Choir, Sandra Hunt, and Louise Halperin
This year, our multigenerational celebration falls during the middle of Hanukkah, a time to share in a message
of freedom, miracles and light. Bring your thirst for wonder and magic, as well as an empty stomach for our
annual holiday luncheon, featuring potato pancakes (latkes!) and other delights.

Do you know that
you can read and
listen to past
sermons online ?
Sermons

11:30 am—Holiday Meal with Latkes
Join us for our annual holiday celebration, complete with potato pancakes and other goodies.
1:00 pm—Surviving the Holiday Malaise: A Gathering with Rev. Diane Rollert
The winter holiday season can bring up deep feelings of grief or loss. Perhaps you’re facing a time of
transition or finding it hard to deal with the loss of light. This is a time to gather with others to
share in conversation about the holiday blues and ways to make it through.
Thursday, December 21
7:00 pm—Christmas Carol Choir Rehearsal, led by Maider Martineau
If you’d like to join the Parts in Peace choir in singing carols on Christmas Eve, come join us for this
fun rehearsal. We’ll also practice a few songs for the Solstice service.
8:00 pm—Solstice d’hiver - Winter Solstice Celebration
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Maider Martineau and Louise Halperin
Nous vous invitons à nous rejoindre pour une célébration du Solstice d’hiver. On the longest night
of the year, come celebrate a service in the round with songs, readings, and the lighting of candles
to welcome the returning of the sun.
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Sunday, December 24
10:30 am—Lessons and Carols, Unitarian Style
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Sandra Hunt and Maider Martineau
We’ll sing songs of the season and share a time of reflection together.
5:30 pm—Veille de Noël - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Une célébration bilingue. A bilingual celebration.
Rev. Diane Rollert, with musicians Sandra Hunt, Maider Martineau, Gary Russell, Margo Ellis and
many others. We’ll sing the classic carols, read the Christmas Gospel, all with an open Unitarian
Universalist spirit that welcomes everyone looking to rejoice in the beauty of holiday light, and
fellowship. Everyone is invited for cookies and cider immediately following the service.
Nous chanterons les chants traditionnels et nous partagerons l’esprit des Fêtes dans un contexte unitarien
universaliste, qui accueille les gens désirant vivre la joie de Noël dans la splendeur de la lumière du
moment et la fraternité. Après la célébration, nous servirons des biscuits et du cidre.
Sunday, December 25
5:30 pm—Christmas Dinner
All are invited to our annual Christmas dinner. Please RSVP for the meal by contacting Melani
Litwack at 514-775-2043, melani_l@yahoo.com. If you can, bring sweets to share. The rest of the
meal is provided.
Sunday, December 31
10:30 am—Expectations for the New Year: Fire Communion
Rev. Diane Rollert, with music by Maider Martineau and Sandra Hunt
Join Rev. Diane (on her last Sunday before her three-month sabbatical), along with Maider and
Sandra for a Sunday of facing our expectations for the New Year. We’ll share in our annual fire
communion. Adults and children of all ages are invited to join us for a magical morning as we
watch last year’s worries go up in smoke.

Sharing Our Gifts
The Share the Plate recipient for December is the Montreal Diet Dispensary
From the website: “Founded in 1879, the Montreal Diet Dispensary provides each year
nutritional and social support to more than one thousand pregnant women in need to help them
to give birth to babies in good health. Recognized for its expertise in perinatal nutrition, the
Dispensary’s expertise and activities are aimed at pregnancy and the first months after birth.
To achieve its mission, the Dispensary has the following objectives:
- reduce the number of disadvantaged low birthweight babies;
- encourage and support breastfeeding;
- through a social nutrition approach, prepare families to take charge of their physical and mental
wellbeing and at the same time favour their social integration.”
On the first Sunday of each month, please bring nonperishable food items to be donated to the
NDG Food Depot. Offerings can also be placed in the baskets in the Sanctuary or Phoenix Hall at
any time.
Find more information about the UCM’s Sharing Our Gifts distribution on the UCM website.
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Message from RE
Dear Friends,
I never would have expected that we'd arrive at the end of the year this quickly, but here we are
about to tumble through December (and our theme of Expectations) all the way into 2018.
We all have expectations for the Religious Exploration year, and I hope that we have met yours in
2017. In January, we'll have an RE families gathering to hear more from you about what you want
and need from the program, and how we can support where your kids are at. We'd also love to
engage you in some brainstorming about our 2018 monthly themes and how we can bring them to
your family through the RE program. Keep an eye out for that date to be announced!
There will be no RE
over the ChristmasNew Year break
(December 24 & 31).
Childcare will be
provided in the nursery
if staff are available.
Children are always
welcome in the
Sanctuary on these and
any Sundays.

In the meantime, on December 10,, the Coming of Age group will be leading the service and sharing
some of their thoughts from our gatherings – I EXPECT you'll enjoy what they have to share.
And on December 17, I EXPECT you'll want to plan to be at church, because it will be our annual
winter holiday multigenerational service, this year with a Hanukkah theme. There will be a lunch
after church, complete with potato pancakes! We'll need your help – participants of all ages are
needed for the service.
I hope you have a wonderful December that meets all your expectations!
Katharine
—Katharine Childs, Director of Religious Exploration

Notes from the Music Director
Hi everybody!
This month there are so many wonderful concerts happening in our highly musical city. I hope you
can get to some of them!
Wednesday, December 20, at 1:45 pm in the Sanctuary: Music for an Afternoon
Carol-Ann Fraser will be the pianist for this event. Possessing a doctorate from the Université de
Montréal and an Artist Diploma from McGill University, Carol-Anne Fraser, a native Edmontonian,
has worked with Opera Nuova (Edmonton), Opera McGill, the Canadian Vocal Arts Institute, and
Jeunesses Musicales Canada (Roméo et Juliette). In the 2017/18 season, she will be the rehearsal
pianist and a soloist for La Cenerentola (Opéra de Montréal) and the rehearsal pianist for Da Ponte
bien culotté (Orchestre symphonique de l’Agora). We’ll also have a singalong of favourite
Christmas carols, so please join us and get into the holiday spirit.
Saturday, December 2, at 5:30 pm: Rejoice: Chantons Noël!
The Choeur St. Laurent, of which I am a proud alto, is performing their first sing-in-community
concert with the Griffon Brass Band, led by the multifaceted musician and arranger David Martin.
Everyone is invited to come join with the choir and band in singing beloved Christmas melodies at
Westmount Seventh Day Adventist Church, 571 Victoria Avenue in Westmount.
Tickets can be purchased from me in advance. Youth up to 25 and students $10, seniors 65+ $20
and regular $25.
—Sandra Hunt, Director of Music
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Our Minister’s Sabbatical
This winter, from January 1 to March 31, our minister, Rev. Diane Rollert, will be on sabbatical.
Sabbatical is a time for our ministers to recharge their batteries and for our congregations to
discover new ways of being. This is a time of growth for everyone.
We’re pleased to announce that Danielle Webber will be our sabbatical minister during the
time that Rev. Diane is away. A lifelong Unitarian Universalist, Danielle is a new minister who
has had much experience serving as an intern minister at the Calgary UU Congregation and at
Toronto First UU, and as the summer minister at Toronto First. She serves on the Canadian
Unitarian Council board and has also worked on the team that developed a new Truth and
Reconciliation curriculum for the CUC.
Danielle comes with the highest recommendations from the ministers with whom she has
served, Rev. Shawn Newton and Rev. Debra Faulk, as well as from key lay leadership in their
congregations. She brings with her a young adult perspective and great passion for pastoral
relationships and social justice.
Danielle will visit the congregation from December 6 to10, and will join Rev. Rollert in worship
that Sunday. Her official start date will be Tuesday, January 2. We hope you will give her a
warm welcome.
The Committee on Ministry
Maychai Brown, Ben Forest, Marlo Turner Ritchie
Rev. Diane Rollert

Pathway to Membership
Pathway to Membership – Friday, December 8 in the Thomas Room, 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Would you like to know more about Unitarian Universalism?
Would you like to become a member of this congregation?
Join our minister for our orientation program to learn about our Unitarian and
Universalist heritage and the meaning of membership. A light meal and childcare will be provided.
RSVP to Petrina Lee Poy: membership@ucmtl.ca.

BidSunday 2018
The next BidSunday will be held on Sunday, April 29, 2018. The BidSunday team has already been
approached with offers for goods and services. We thank you for support and enthusiasm. Please note
that our database coordinator, Maychai Brown, is stepping down after many years. Maychai
coordinated some of the behind-the-scenes work for BidSunday such as collecting the offers,
producing the catalogue, managing registration and preparing the bills. Her indefatigable spirit and
energy will be missed!
The BidSunday team is currently looking for volunteers to help with BidSunday 2018. Please contact
Petrina Lee Poy at BidSunday@ucmtl.ca For more information about what's involved in producing the
catalog and billing, contact Maychai at maychaib@vl.videotron.ca or call her at 514 487-3236.
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Newcomers’ Corner
Are You Youngish?
If you are somewhere around 18 to 40 years old, consider joining our “Youngish”
mailing list by sending an email to office@ucmtl.ca, or join our Facebook group, “Young(ish) at
UCM”. We’ll keep you posted on the group’s activities including potluck gatherings at different
member’s homes and periodic gatherings with Rev. Diane for an informal meal and conversation
at the church.

Learn more about the
Unitarian Church of
Montreal in English or
French.

Welcome and Nurture
Memorial Flowers
Honour a living person or the memory of someone special by giving an arrangement of
flowers, which is yours to keep after the service. Please contact Maychai Brown, 514-487-3236,
or Frances Nott, 514-352-6847.
Java Jiving
The availability of coffee and tea on Sunday after the service is dependent on volunteers. Please feel
free to sign up to help. Volunteer with a friend, or perhaps your committee or group can volunteer
for one Sunday a month. Sign up on the list on the kiosk in Phoenix Hall.
—Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz and Jude Wright

Caring Network
What Does the Caring Network Do?
The Caring Network provides notepaper and cards (displayed on the library desk after Sunday services)
so that you can send greetings, get-well wishes, or condolences to members and friends. We address,
stamp and mail the cards.
We also send notes, on behalf of the UCM community, to individuals dealing with medical problems and
to families mourning the death of a loved one. We have provided small gifts (potted plants) to shut-ins
and a book (with a welcoming inscription) to parents of newborns. We enlist volunteer drivers to
accompany individuals to appointments and ask others to make calls to ailing individuals to make sure
they’re okay or to visit someone homebound or in hospital. Perhaps the most welcome gesture of the
Caring Network is preparing and delivering food as needed. If you are interested in having your name
added to our list of volunteers, please contact Elizabeth Anglin, elizang@sympatico.ca, or 514-937-4095.
The Caring Network coordinator for November is Patricia Philip, 514-342-6118 with backup from
Martha Perry
—Janine Cobb and Elizabeth Anglin
Phone Contacts for People Living Alone:
It has been noted that some members and friends of this congregation live alone and may wish to have
daily “check-in” phone contact. The idea would be to match people person in order to set up a mutually
convenient time for these daily calls. If you would like to learn more, please contact Patricia Philip,
6
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Introduction to Performing Funerals and Memorial Services
Would you like to learn more about Unitarian Universalist approaches to funerals and memorial
services? Are you interested in becoming a lay chaplain, or have you thought about leading a
service for a friend or family member? If so, you are invited to a daylong workshop led by
Rev. Diane Rollert and Shoshanna Green, a former lay chaplain, on Saturday, December 9,
9:30 am-4:00 pm, to learn about creating these difficult and important ceremonies. This is the
second in a series of workshops on creating and conducting rites of passage, open to all UUs and
particularly recommended for UCM members considering lay chaplaincy. Childcare is available by
advance request. For more information or to register, contact Shoshanna Green,
shoshannag@gmail.com or 514-426-0843.

News from Our Eastern Regional Representative
Promoting our national vision
The CUC membership approved a new vision statement and related aspirations last year. The
vision statement reads:, “As Canadian Unitarian Universalists, we envision a world in which our
interdependence calls us to love and justice.” Attached to that vision are five aspirations: To be
Deeply Connected; Radically Inclusive; Actively Engaged; Theologically Alive; and Spiritually
Grounded. Are you aware of the new vision and aspirations?
Vision Contests:
Interconnected Faith Sermon Contest: UUs across Canada are invited to write a sermon about our
vision statement and/or the five aspirations attached to it. Length: should be between 1,800 and
2,500 words. The sermon must be delivered to a Canadian UU congregation before the deadline:
February 1, 2018
The selected winner will receive a cash award of $150, plus an invitation to present their sermon
during the CUC 2018 ACM in Hamilton, ON.
Canadian Unitarian Art Contest: UUs across Canada are invited to create a work of art that celebrates our vision statement (not the aspirations). This creation can be a painting, carving,
video, song or other work. The work of children and/or RE classes is especially welcome. The
deadline: is also February1, 2018. Prizes will be awarded in three categories: age 12 and younger;
age 13-17; and age18 and older. The winner in each category will receive $50, and their work will
be shared on the CUC website.
Contest details: http://cuc.ca/posts-page/vision-contests-2017/#art

News from the CUC
The 2018 National Conference & Meeting will take place May 18 - 21, 2018 at McMaster
University in Hamilton, ON, hosted by the First Unitarian Church of Hamilton. The theme is
"An Invitation to Love & Justice."
Motions for 2018 Annual General Meeting: : Information on how to propose a motion,
including process, timelines, and how to determine whether a new motion on a given topic is
necessary, is available on the CUC’s website, at http://cuc.ca/governance/resolutions-process
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Staff Portrait - Julie Golick
Languages: English and French, with a smattering of Hebrew, Yiddish, and Latin
I knew about the UCM for several years before I joined its
staff. Several of my friends were members of the community,
but as a secular Jew it had never occurred to me to attend
services. However, one of my friends knew I was looking for
work, knew the UCM was looking for an administrator
… and here I am!
My educational background is in the humanities, with a double
-major in liberal arts and history from Concordia University and a master of arts in medieval
history from the University of Toronto. When I wasn’t learning about history in an academic
setting, I was taking part in it as living history through the Society for Creative Anachronism, a
medieval reenactment society where I teach, sing, tell stories, and research the lives of interesting
Christian saints. I’d always planned on teaching CEGEP after I graduated, but teaching jobs in the
humanities were hard to come by, and after a short stint as an ESL teacher, I found myself falling
into administrative support jobs instead. I love working for non-profit organizations and feeling like
I’m helping the world become a better place, so the UCM was a natural fit for me.

Member portraits
We are looking for
members, particularly
Francophones, to
interview and profile.
What would you like
your fellow Unitarians
to know about you?
What are your primary
languages? Tell us your
story! Contact Margo
Ellis.

I’m a tried-and-true geek, and anyone who’s been by the UCM office in the last year has probably
seen some little geeky touches hiding in my office decorations. My loves include science fiction and
fantasy, roleplaying games, and medieval history, and I can talk your ear off about any of these
topics – and more! – when I’m taking a break from running the church office. We can chat over tea
– another one of my loves. (Psst… one of the worst-kept secrets in the church is the tea stash I’ve
got hidden in my office.)
I know it’s always difficult to switch over from a long-term staff member to someone new,
someone who might have different ideas about how things should be done. But I’ve been so
grateful for the warm welcome I’ve received from the UCM community. This is truly a special
place, and I’m happy to be part of it. If you’re ever near the church during office hours, stop by and
say hello! I’d love to meet all of you!

UCM’s 175 Anniversary
The UCM’s 175th anniversary committee would like to thank everyone
involved in creating a wonderful year of celebration.
The Canadian Unitarian ran an article on our anniversary, You can read it at:
http://cuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/The-Canadian-Unitarian-Spring-2017.pdf
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Unitariens célèbres
Des précurseurs de l’Unitarisme au Moyen-Age : David de Binant, Amaury de Bere,
début du XIIIème siècle
Après avoir présenté des Unitariens célèbres contemporains, je crois intéressant d’aller chercher
dans les racines du mouvement unitarien pour démontrer que ses origines sont anciennes et
remontent aux premiers temps du christianisme.
Il a toujours existé un courant de pensée libéral dans le christianisme médiéval et dans le
christianisme antique. Il est important de s’en souvenir car beaucoup de précurseurs de
l’Unitarisme, avant même que ce nom existe, ont eu le courage de dépasser les dogmes. À notre
époque de conflits interreligieux, il est toujours utile d’aller chercher des démonstrations de
tolérance.
Autant en Orient qu'en Occident, ce courant de pensée libéral et attaché à un monothéisme
chrétien non dogmatique fut dénigré et combattu, souvent confiné à la clandestinité, et accusé de
complaisance avec le Judaïsme ou l'Islam.
Au Moyen-Âge, ce courant religieux semble être étonnamment vigoureux. Le théologien belge
David de Dinant et le théologien français Amaury de Bere sont condamnés par le pape Innocent III
en 1210 pour déclarer croire en un Dieu universel, présent dans toutes les religions depuis l'aube
des temps, se manifestant dans l'ordre de la beauté de la nature et ayant disséminé ses prophètes,
dont Jésus, à travers la planète. Ils étaient Unitariens sans le savoir.
David de Binant faisait état d'une foi universelle en un Dieu non causal, ni créateur, mais présent
en toutes les créatures vivantes et immuable quelque que soit la forme qu'il revêt dans chaque
culture où il inspire des principes moraux universels. Il débuta sa carrière à la cour du pape qui
allait le condamner et il était alors le professeur d'art de la Curie romaine.
Exilé de Rome et contraint au silence, il meurt en 1212 en Belgique pendant que son livre
Quater Muli était brûlé et interdit. Il eut cependant le temps de convaincre un professeur de
théologie de l'université de la Sorbonne à Paris, Amaury de Bere, qui va populariser ses idées.
Ce courant semble avoir connu un certain écho dans le peuple parisien puisqu'une courte révolte
anticléricale en 1215 va entraîner une répression sévère, l'arrestation et l'excommunication
d'Amaury de Bere, et sa mort en prison lors d'une tentative de ses partisans pour le libérer.
En conclusion, le Moyen-Âge ne fut pas une période de religion obscurantiste mais plutôt une
période de bouleversements religieux, de bouillonnement, et une alternance d’initiatives
humanistes et de répressions. Les précurseurs de l’Unitarisme ont courageusement été les héros
de l’ouverture d’esprit.
—Philippe Chevalier

HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!
From the Phoenix Hall Library team:
Chris, Avis, Danielle
9
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Taking Action in the World—Social Justice Activities
Letter-Writing
The letter-writing group will meet on Wednesday, December 20 at 10:30 am. Join us for a brief and
friendly discussion of background information on the issue of the day. Bring writing paper and
envelopes. Coffee, tea, addresses and stamps are provided. Write letters if you are moved to do so.
All are welcome.
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee Meeting (SECC)
The Social and Environmental Concerns Committee (SECC) will be meeting on December
10, at 12:15 in the Thomas Room. All are welcome! For more information, please contact
Cym Gomery, jeanromerry@gmail.com
Ruth DiGiovanni Film Series
Presented by the Social and Environmental Concerns Committee
The upcoming films are:
January 2018: Migrant Dreams (social inequities, immigration)
Note: Film selection is subject to availability. For details on the dates, please see Week at a
Glance or contact SECC co-chairs Cym Gomery and Emily Drysdale.

Sponsorship to Help an Inuit Family in Transition
If you’d like to get involved in helping a Native
mother and her four children get settled in
Montreal, please join us for an informational meeting
at the church on Tuesday, December 12 at 6:30 pm.
Katherine Walsh, in consultation with the Native
Women’s Shelter, has identified a family from
Nunavut who are re in need of our sponsorship.
The NWSM provides shelter and support to First
Nations, Inuit and Métis women and their children who are in difficulty. But they can stay only for
ninety days, after which they must find housing elsewhere. While there are two excellent programs
that help with settlement, the waiting lists are long.
We have the opportunity to help a family establish themselves. Most of the financial cost can be
covered by the church’s Cordner Fund. But beyond money, we’re looking for a team of people
willing to help find furnishings and educational and social resources, as we did with the Syrian
refugee families.
Our sponsorships of the Al Mohammads and the Nakhlas are winding down. Many of us hope to
sponsor another refugee family, but this may not be possible for years, while the Quebec
government suspends private sponsorships. Now we have an opportunity to shift our support to
Native families.
Come to the meeting to learn more about what this new kind of sponsorship would involve.
10
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Weekly Events
Parts in Peace choir rehearsal
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
Join us for choir rehearsal with Maider Martineau, our choir director. Come and participate in
this loving, supportive and growing mini-community. Newcomers are always welcome!

Monthly Events - December 2017
Seeking the Sacred in Stories, facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesday, December 5, 12 - 1:15 pm, Thomas Room
Bring your own brown-bag lunch and join this ongoing group as we deepen in community and
search for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of stories will be available from the UCM office.

The most up-to-date

Caring Network
Thursday, December 7, 3:00 - 4:30 pm, Thomas Room

calendar information is
available on the UCM
website.
This Month

Please see the
Worship Calendar to
view the December
activities in
addition to those
listed here.

Pathway to Membership
Friday, December 8, 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Would you like to know more about Unitarian Universalism?
Would you like to become a member of this congregation?
Join our minister for our orientation program to learn about our Unitarian and
Universalist heritage and the meaning of membership. A light meal and childcare will be provided.
RSVP to Petrina Lee Poy: membership@ucmtl.ca
Introduction to Performing Funerals and Memorial Services
Saturday, December 9, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm
You are invited to a daylong workshop led by Rev. Diane Rollert and Shoshanna Green, a former
lay chaplain, to learn about creating these difficult and important ceremonies. Read more on p. 7.
Childcare is available by advance request. For more information or to register, contact Shoshanna
Green, shoshannag@gmail.com or 514-426-0843.
RE Lunch
Sunday, December 10, 12 - 1:30 pm
Our December RE community lunch will follow the service. The lunch is offered as a gift to the
community, for which there is no cost. Your additions of nut-free desserts are always appreciated,
and we will be collecting contributions to support youth and young adults traveling for spiritual
and professional development.
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee Meeting (SECC)
Sunday, December 10, 12:15 pm
The Social and Environmental Concerns Committee (SECC) will be meeting on December 10, at
12:15 in the Thomas Room. All are welcome! For more information, please contact Cym Gomery,
jeanromberry@gmail.com

11
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Monthly Events—December 2017
Collage Afternoon
Sunday, December 10, 1:00 - 4:30 pm, Garden Room
Join us for an afternoon of creative play and self-exploration using collage. We work quietly at our
own pace (without instruction). Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own. No
experience necessary. Please confirm your presence by contacting Avis Anderson or Janet Clancy
at ucmcollage@gmail.com. Childcare is available upon request.
Sponsorship to Help an Inuit Family in Transition
Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 pm, Thomas Room
If you’d like to be involved in helping a Native mother and her four children get settled in
Montreal, please join us for an informational meeting.
Wardens’ Meeting
Thursday, December 13, 10:00 - 11:30 am
UCM Holiday Luncheon
Sunday, December 17, 12 pm
The annual holiday lunch will take place again this year after the multigenerational service. All are
welcome on this festive occasion. Dessert donations will be gratefully accepted. We are also
looking for a few extra hands to help in the kitchen that day.
For further information please contact Petrina Lee Poy: membership@ucmtl.ca
Marie-Berthe Dion Issues Action Group: Letter Writing
December 20, 10:30 am
Join us for a brief and friendly discussion of background information on the issue of the day. Bring
writing paper and envelopes. Coffee, tea, addresses and stamps are provided. Write letters if you
are moved to do so. All are welcome.
Midday Meal with Music
Wednesday, December 20, 12:30 pm
All are welcome! The cost is $5 for a tasty meal followed by a concert by advanced students. Enjoy
a midweek interlude with friends. Plan to attend each month and enjoy meals produced by
different members of our community. Contact Elizabeth Anglin, 514-937-4095.
Music in the Afternoon
Wednesday, December 20, 1:45 pm
Carol-Ann Fraser will be the pianist for this event. For more information, see p. 4.
Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 25, 5:30 pm
All are invited to our annual Christmas dinner. Please RSVP for the meal by contacting Melani
Litwack at 514-775-2043, or melani_l@yahoo.com. If you can, bring sweets to share. The rest of
the meal is provided.
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News from the Board of Management
The Board of Management met on November 15, 2017. Rev. Diane discussed plans for her
sabbatical in early 2018 and reported that a sabbatical minister has been hired. She also informed
the Board that our two refugee families are doing well. The Al Mohammad family is coming to the
end of their sponsorship year at the end of November, and there will be a celebration for them
after the service on December 3. Finally, she let the Board know that UCM has hired an outside
cleaning service, and we have been getting good feedback on the cleanliness of the building.
The Board also received an update on the 2018 pledge campaign. As of November 15, the UCM
community has pledged $125,035 to the church’s operating fund, which is an excellent amount
for this time of the year. We are still approximately $10,000 below our budgeted pledge goal,
however. The Board encourages any member of the UCM community who has not yet pledged
to do so – there is still time! Any amount above our budgeted goal will allow UCM to work
towards our mission of welcoming and nurturing, inspiring and challenging, and taking action in
the world.
— Submitted by Julie Golick, Church Administrator

The UCM office will be
closed between
December 25, 2017, and
January 2, 2018. The
office will reopen on
January 3.

Donations and Tax Receipts
As we approach the end of the year, please note that for your donation to be applied to your 2017
tax return, it must be received by the UCM no later than December 31. This year, December 31
is a Sunday, which means that donations made by electronic banking must be made a few days earlier
to ensure the transfer is complete before the end of the year. The 2017 tax receipts will be mailed
in February 2018.
If you have any questions regarding donations or the status of your account, please contact the
church office at office@ucmtl.ca or 514-485-9933.

Joys and Sorrows
We hold in our hearts…
Barbara Jackson, who is recovering from a fall at the Julius Richardson Hospital.
Florence Stevens, who is recovering from knee surgery at the Catherine Booth
Hospital.
Jim Lewis, who is recovering from an infection in his leg that resulted in surgery and
who is now also at the Catherine Booth Hospital.
Your cards, calls and visits are appreciated!
Pat Drolet Kramer passed away in her sleep on Thursday, November 23. May we hold
in our hearts her husband Tom Kramer and family. Pat was a member of the
congregation many years ago when she taught French to members and was involved in
the caring committee. In recent years, we often saw Pat smiling and cheerful at the
church’s monthly Midday Meal.
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Closing Words
Peace on earth.
Paix sur la terre pour tous.
The angels singing.
The shepherds sharing all that they have heard.
And Mary guarding all these things
and pondering them in her heart.
Marie gardait toutes ces choses,
et les repassait dans son coeur.
Luke, the storyteller, invites us in.
Listen, this is a story of a son
born to an unwed mother,
taken in by a humble father.
This is a story of child born
in an angry, violent, and unjust time,
who should have lived a short life
in hunger and in want,
who should have left the world
unknown, and unheard,
like so many others.
Écoutez, nous dit le conteur Luc.
Ça devrait être l’histoire d’un enfant
qui n’aurait pas eu de l’importance dans ce monde.
Mais les anges proclamaient aux bergers:
ce petit enfant apportera la paix sur la terre.
La simplicité de l’histoire, c’est tout.
Comme Marie a chanté quand elle a reçu sa tâche :
Les puissants seront renversés de leurs trônes,
les humbles seront élevés.
The angels say
there is something more here,
a simple beginning that could change everything.
And in that simplicity is everything.
For this is the praise that Mary sings,
as she is given her task:
the hungry will be filled with good things,
and the rich will be sent away empty.
Now in the manger,
an exhausted mother ponders her son’s future

Dans chaque coin du monde,
les mères et les pères repassent dans leurs cœurs
les futurs incertains de leurs enfants.
On attend encore.
In every corner of the world,
mothers give birth,
pondering in their hearts the uncertain future,
of thirst and hunger,
of an earth that is changing by our lack of care,
of debts that have yet to be forgiven.

Unitarian Church
of Montreal
Église Unitarienne

This year, I think of parents lost and children forsaken
by the presence of a deadly virus in their lives.
I think of the innocents caught in the middle of futile wars,
of the millions upon millions of refugees and migrants
desperately searching for a home.
I think of the cruelty of the innkeepers of the world,
of the wealthy countries that close their borders,
saying that there is no room in the inn.
Mothers know what costs there are
when bringing children into the world.
The way can be treacherous,
she cannot shield her child from the cruelty of others,
she cannot pave the way with her love.
Yet on this night, mother and child are beautiful,
innocent and new.

5035 boul de Maisonneuve O.
Montréal, QC H4A 1Y5,
Canada Phone: 514-485-9933
Email: office@ucmtl.ca

The story is only just beginning,
offering us room to find our own meaning
for what is yet to come.
The promises remain unfulfilled.
But on this night,
may we dream together,
that love one day will prevail over hatred.

Board of Management
Board meetings are
the 3rd Wednesday
of each month.

So let us reach across the generations,
across history and time,
to the hope that lies in all hearts
and warms us with its light.
May we find wonder and joy,
and may we strengthen the love that surrounds us.
Que nous renforcions l’amour qui nous entoure.

La mère épuisée, elle connaît les dangers
de la vie dans un monde en colère,
d’une vie dans un monde violent et injuste.
Mais ce soir, peut-être, elle peut aimer seulement la Amen
présente,
From the Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 2014
l’innocence d’un petit bébé dans ses bras.
Rev Diane Rollert
L’histoire commence, et c’est à nous à trouver sa
signification.
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