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Platform
Preamble

Preamble
F R O M  T H E  P L AT F O R M  C H A I R W O M A N



Democrats gather at the start of this new and promising decade
to take our country back from the current administration, which continues to threaten 
American values that we hold dear. We believe in upholding the constitution of the United 

simple sentiment has continued to guide the Democratic Party’s vision of the future. We 
stand before the American people unshaken and unafraid; the Democratic Party will not be 
lulled into passivity or apathy by the current administration. We will not stand for corruption 

Democrats, and we will stand together as a group of determined Americans who refuse to 
falter when our democracy, our society, and our people are in peril. 

History remembers the great women and men who have stood up and spoken 
truth to power: Rosa Parks, Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, César Chávez, and 
countless others to whom we owe the greatness of our nation. Today, we, as their 
fellow citizens, must embody the bravery these individuals showed as we face threats 
to our government and to our 244-year-old tradition of American democratic rule. 

assaulted the Constitution with his words and actions.

for the Constitution and for our great democracy. Putting party over country during 
such a time is not an act of strength; rather, it is an undeniable show of weakness by 

guided by Speaker Nancy Pelosi, solemnly initiated the impeachment process.

reminding people across the world that the White House is a monument to the 

White House is not a house for the rich and powerful, or for those who believe they 
are above the law. Great American presidents would be ashamed to see how far the 

Donald Trump. 
We have seen inequality and economic disparity increase exponentially, and a 

growing number of Americans are being left behind. As Democrats, we recognize that 

alone; rather, they should be promises sworn to every American. We will make the 

We will stand together as Democrats, and we will stand together as a 
group of determined Americans who refuse to falter when our democracy, 
our society, and our people are in peril. 



urban, and everywhere in between, has fair access to this economic promise of a better 
future, regardless of race, background, or education level.

treatment and recovery. No American should have to go without treatment or 
necessary medication because of the cost. As a party, we are committed to developing 
a healthcare system that works for all Americans--a system that is sustainable for 
generations to come.  

Climate change is a real, immediate threat to our world, which is why the 

transition to environmental sustainability is an important step towards the promise 

renewable energy sources, the Democratic Party is ensuring not only economic security 

The 2020s will be a decade full of dynamic challenges, which will come to define 
who we are as a nation.
challenges because we know that while America has not been perfect, Americans have 
always been great. 

of bravery, perseverance, and strength in the face of overwhelming obstacles. From our 
founding, Americans have been a people who believe we, as a nation, can always do 

to organize, and to overcome. Together, we are the Democratic Party. 



Economic 
Policy:
Fighting for 
your Future

Economic Policy
F I G H T I N G  F O R  Y O U R  F U T U R E



The United States, from its founding days, has promised the American Dream—that all 
Americans, regardless of their background, have the opportunity to achieve economic mobility 
and success with hard work. However, this solemn promise cannot be upheld within the 
current broken economic system. President Barack Obama brought our nation back from the 
worst recession since the Great Depression, but our economy is far from fully restored. We 

for their future, and we commit to raising the federal minimum wage, supporting small 
businesses, supporting workers’ ability to unionize, and eliminating tax loopholes for the rich 
and powerful. We will support U.S. interests both here and abroad by participating in fair and 
equitable trade deals and responsible taxation. As Democrats, we will work for you, while you 
work for yourself, your family, and your future. 

Over the past few decades, the United States has seen a widening gap in economic 

than the bottom 90 percent combined. Economic growth has left middle and 

action to reduce the economic inequality that plagues our nation. We believe that the 

steps to increase taxes on the rich, empower workers, and raise wages.

In order to address the issue of economic inequality, we must start with raising wages. 
Despite economic growth and increases in worker productivity, the real wages of 

to raise the federal minimum wage, which has not been adjusted since 2009, is long 

of full-time workers into poverty. For this reason, we support raising the minimum 

In addition to raising the minimum wage, the Democratic party is committed 
to returning power to American workers. Corporations have taken trillions of dollars 
from hardworking American families while workers are left powerless. To return power 
to the people, we support strengthening unions in every state and sector. Every worker 
should have the right to join a union, regardless of where they work. We must stand 
up to Republicans’ attempts to pass bills that hinder workers’ ability to collectively 

E C O N O M I C  I N E Q U A L I T Y

R A I S I N G  W A G E S



universal right to unionize will improve working conditions and ensure that workers 
are compensated with the wages they deserve. We believe that workers can only 
continue to realize their fundamental rights when they are allowed to organize and join 
unions.

We believe that, in one of the wealthiest countries in the world, the poverty rate of 
12.3 percent is unacceptable. We must bolster our programs in order to ensure that 
Americans in vulnerable situations across the country are given opportunities to live 

assistance to low-income households in purchasing food, is an important social safety 

administration’s attacks on SNAP will lead to more empty plates in the households 
where SNAP assistance is needed most, especially those with children. We guarantee 

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) are due for expansions which will further protect 

dignity and autonomy to Americans in economic crisis, and Democrats will work 
towards strengthening them. 

As Democrats, we understand the importance of investing in the care of our 

kindergarten childcare. Preschool prepares children for lifelong education and helps 
them develop both social and academic skills, which translate to disparate successes in 

on household income, we will be able to ensure that all children are given an early 
foundation for their educational careers. 

buy-in. Not only will employee buy-in give workers their fair share, but it will also 
increase their productivity in the workplace. As Democrats, we will work together 
with businesses, labor unions, and other groups to motivate corporations, ensuring all 

work generates.

S O C I A L  S A F E T Y  N E T

C O R P O R AT E  A M E R I C A



Wall Street bankers and investors cannot be allowed to police themselves while 
counting on the American taxpayer to bail them out if they run into trouble. We must 

businesses across the country, Wall Street needs to work for the economy at large 

for stronger criminal and civil penalties for Wall Street corporations, bankers, and 
executives that prey on the public. We will build upon President Obama’s landmark 
Dodd-Frank legislation, and we will strengthen the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau. Americans deserve a banking sector and an economy that works for all.

We will rebuild the corporate tax code after President Trump’s tax cut for the 
wealthy lowered the corporate tax rate. Although, raising corporate taxes is not 

close those loopholes to force corporations to pay their fair share. Democrats support a 

the antitrust enforcement arms of the Department of Justice and the Federal 
Trade Commission. Our economy must work for everyone, not just the wealthiest 

all the hardworking people in our country.

For too long, American international commerce has relied on free trade, resulting 

behind. By shipping jobs from our soil to foreign countries, these multi-billion-dollar 

the best possible position.
Democrats were proud to strike a compromise in passing the bipartisan USMCA 

(United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement) that will replace NAFTA. While the 
USMCA is a step forward, there is still much to be done to improve our country’s 

environmental protection instead of protection for fossil fuel companies. Future trade 

trade deals that protect the environment and American workers. Just as we must 
protect our workforce from economic oppression at the hands of bad trade deals, we 
cannot overlook the impacts on the climate and public health that corporations have 
caused because of bad trade deals. 

We must work to confront China in their attempts to interfere with the U.S. 
economy by dumping cheap products into our markets, manipulating its own 

T R A D E



strategy--instigating a trade war--has only caused prices to rise for middle class citizens 
across the country, especially those who live in states that rely on manufacturing and 
agricultural industries. American workers and consumers should not bear the brunt 

party pledges to approach trade in a manner that prevents foreign economies from 
taking advantage of the valuable human and natural resources we have stateside. 

In order to grow the American economy, we must work to modernize our workforce 
to be able to tackle the challenges of tomorrow. Modernizing our workforce means 
training people in all applications for jobs of today and tomorrow. We must make 
community colleges and vocational schools free and accessible for all Americans to 
train more productive members of the workforce. 

Laying the groundwork for economic growth starts with education and workforce 
training, but growing the economy also relies on strong infrastructural support. 
Businesses need access to roads, railroads, and ports that are not at risk of crumbling, 
and they also need access to technological infrastructure that will give them an 
advantage in the marketplace. 

Stimulating economic growth means making American business more 

American communities, and Democrats will work to support American small business. 
With nearly half of workers employed by small businesses, the Democratic party 
believes that it is crucial to support an economic environment where small businesses 
have the ability to thrive. 

We want to create an atmosphere in which entrepreneurs are encouraged to innovate 
and expand on their new ideas. Whether it be venturing into new markets or 
developing new technologies and methods, small business owners prove every day that 
the American Dream is not exclusive to large corporations. We want to help small 

supporting small businesses will uplift local communities and spark economic growth.

E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H

Dream is not exclusive to large corporations.



to dismantling the institutions that have perpetuated racial inequality. Slavery 
and racism created an economic system in which African Americans and other 

average African American family’s net worth is less than 15 percent than that of 
the average white family, while the average non-white Hispanic families also have a 
lower net worth than the average white family. Even with similar education levels, 
white Americans are more likely to achieve a higher wealth status than minorities. 
Currently, the free market is not doing enough to dismantle the racial inequality in 

to mending these wounds and creating an equitable America for all races. 
Because the institution of slavery continues to drive racial inequality today, we 

only way to begin healing the pain and division created by 250 years of slavery and 90 
years of Jim Crow. Slavery was our nation’s original sin, and now, it is our obligation to 
continue to mend the wounds produced by slavery.

We are shocked and saddened by the racist remarks made by our current 

manifested in acts of violence like the Unite the Right Rally in Charlottesville. 
We believe Americans deserve a president who recognizes the legitimacy of racial 

While women in the workplace have made great strides since the passage of the Equal 

today. Women are still paid $0.80 for every dollar a man makes, and the gap is even 

and women receive equal pay for equal work. We will work to eliminate the barriers 
that prevent women from achieving high-paid jobs by holding corporations that 
discriminate against women accountable. We believe that advancing the opportunities 

Rights Amendment, which will legally give equal rights to all citizens, regardless 
of gender. We will work with politicians across the aisle to make the Equal Rights 

R A C I A L  W E A LT H  G A P

The racial divide has plagued Americans for generations and continues to 
do so today. The Democratic Party is committed to mending these wounds 

G E N D E R  PAY  G A P



discrimination, we believe it is an important step in closing the gender pay gap. 

responsibility. As Democrats, we believe that our democracy depends on our ability 
to guarantee economic security and stability for the middle class. We believe that the 
middle class can be strengthened by holding those at the top and large corporations 
accountable, unlike President Trump, who has worked to strengthen corporate 

corporations pay their fair share. When the wealthy corporations pay taxes accordingly, 
we can pursue progressive ideas and programs that will work to create jobs and foster 
growth in order to make American families feel more secure without increasing the 
national debt. 

Under the current administration, the national debt has reached $23 trillion, and 

will add at least $1 trillion to the national debt. Democrats will work to ensure that tax 

our federal government of waste, fraud, and corrupt practices so that our government 

the government, not through third party contractors—entities like schools and post 

accountable and delivers the necessary services that all Americans have come to expect. 
We are also committed to doing our part to decrease the national debt. We understand 
we must solve this problem together, and Democrats are committed to solving it now 
rather than leaving it for the next generation.

administration, the wealthiest corporations and individuals do not pay a fair amount 
in taxes, contributing to the immense inequality we see in our country. For far too 

in taxes while the ultra-rich take advantage of loopholes. Our current tax code is 
comprised of tax breaks for massive corporations that create an unevenly competitive 

select few and to start working for everyone.
 In order to create a more equitable tax system, we seek to eliminate these tax 

breaks in addition to imposing a wealth tax and an estate tax. In addition, Democrats 

wealthy individuals and further drives inequality. We also support an increase in 
corporate income taxes. President Trump’s 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act cut the 

N AT I O N A L  D E B T

TA X AT I O N



wealthy to exploit our tax system. Additionally, large corporations have been able to 

for far too long. Sixty of our largest corporations paid no federal taxes in 2018. 

quality education, universal childcare, social security, and college debt relief, among 
other programs; to fund these programs, it is necessary to raise taxes. By increasing 

pay their fair share in taxes in order to guarantee a better America for all. 



Healthcare 
Policy: Ensuring 
Quality Care 
for All

Healthcare Policy
E N S U R I N G  Q U A L I T Y  C A R E  F O R  A L L



The American healthcare system is broken and failing the everyday citizen. 

everyone. We must ensure that no American goes without proper care and does not need to 
consider cost when it comes to necessary medical procedures or pharmaceutical drugs. We 

addition to making widespread changes in our health care system, because every American 
deserves the highest standard of care. As Democrats, we will support expanding equal 

seek to create a nation where no lives are lost to gun violence, and those communities and 

For generations, the Democratic Party has fought for universal healthcare, and we 

Care Act (ACA), which has increased Americans’ access to some of the best care in 

the Democratic Party supports expanding access to health care and moving to a public 
option system of Medicare. 

Democrats will work to make this type of coverage available to everyone residing 
within our borders, regardless of age or pre-existing condition. We seek to expand 
healthcare by ensuring a public option to buy into existing Medicare programs for 

supplement care. Universal healthcare is an important goal for our nation, and we will 
work tirelessly to ensure that the proper steps are taken to achieving a national health 
insurance plan that works for all Americans. 

healthcare. We believe in supporting citizens at every stage of their treatment and 
recovery, because for most Americans, the costs do not stop when they leave the 

Americans. While the Democratic Party supports drug companies’ constitutional 
right to patent their inventions, we know that, too often, these patents are abused by 

U N I V E R S A L  H E A LT H C A R E



Pricing Reduction Act, to prevent drug companies and intermediaries from utilizing 
loopholes in patent law and raising pharmaceutical prices. It will also work to increase 
drug-pricing transparency. 

Manufacturing, which the Department of Health and Human Services will maintain. 

price, when the prices for the brand-name prescription become too expensive for 
Americans. 

While our current administration aims to divert blame both abroad and across party 

Party recognizes the paramount importance of revitalizing medical research concerning 

diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer’s, and many others. Researchers and scientists behind the 

best of our nation’s ability, so we can build a future in which our loved ones are not 
lost prematurely to these terrible diseases. 

bolster Community Health Centers (CHCs) across the country that provide timely 

as a lifeline for communities in health-related distress, and Democrats believe that 
expanding funding and advocacy for CHCs will successfully contribute to an ever-
increasing public need. 

In order to improve our overall quality of life, we must invest in the health 
of our children by providing quality care and intensive health education from the 

illness. Today, vaccines are put through vigorous testing to meet an optimal standard 

need for medical exemption. When they reach school age, we believe every child 
deserves to have a healthy lunch, and President Trump’s move to restrict half a million 

Democratic Party is committed to promoting the health of all children as they grow 
into workers, leaders, and committed citizens. 

As Democrats, we call for immediate and decisive action to curb the epidemic of 
gun violence that plagues our country. No American deserves to die from violence 
that can be prevented by disarming those that should not have the means necessary 

losing more than 35,000 of our family members, neighbors, and coworkers every year. 

P U B L I C  H E A LT H

G U N  V I O L E N C E



schools, and we will put forth bold ideas to prevent tragedies like those that have 
struck countless communities from Parkland to Aurora to Las Vegas. 

Democrats will renew the federal ban on assault weapons, because no civilians 
should have access to weapons of war that are capable of taking countless lives in a 
matter of seconds. We will institute a voluntary national buyback program for all 
assault weapons, and we will move to ban accessories, like high-capacity magazines, 
that make these already deadly weapons even more lethal.

Democrats will act to make background checks universal so that anyone trying to 

loophole,” and we support requiring background checks for private-party gun sales 
and transfers. We will also close the “Charleston loophole” by giving the FBI up to 10 
days to complete a background check, and we will prohibit gun dealers from selling 
guns, even if the FBI needs more than 10 days. We support waiting periods for gun 
sales, because potential mass shooters should not be allowed to amass large arsenals 

We will ensure that no person on the No-Fly List or any terror watch list is allowed to 
purchase a gun. 

facing a crisis, with 81 percent of all gun homicides in 2015 occurring in urban areas, 

is a result of institutional racism and segregation that has created vast poverty and 
inequality for people of color, especially in urban areas. Democrats will never back 

that propagates poverty and violence. We recognize that this is a life or death problem 
for far too many, and we will always work with that in mind. 

We also recognize that gun violence poses a major threat to women, especially 

majority of women killed by guns are murdered by a partner or a family member. 

ideas to prevent tragedies like those that have struck countless communities 
from Parkland to Aurora to Las Vegas. 



It also found that, when a gun is present in a domestic violence situation, a woman’s 
risk of being murdered increases by 500 percent. Democrats will work to diminish this 
risk, issuing protective orders against people with domestic violence convictions who 

We understand that homicides are not the only threat posed by increased access 

accounting for almost two-thirds of all gun deaths in the United States and averaging 

and we will work to tackle the mental health crisis that fosters the underlying drive 
to commit suicide. Better access to mental health care must be part of the solution 
to reducing suicides, but it must also be paired with limiting access to guns. We will 

having or obtaining guns when suicidal tendencies are exhibited. Most importantly, 
though, Democrats will lead the way in changing American culture surrounding both 
mental health care and gun violence, because neither should be a mainstay of life in 
this great country. We will fund research by the CDC that investigates gun violence as 
a public health crisis so that we can expand on lifesaving policies. Democrats will never 

Mental Healthcare for Americans has gone largely unrecognized and unresolved by 
our current administration. With over 150,000 deaths a year linked to mental illness a 
year, this negligence is unacceptable. Our current healthcare system is underequipped 
to manage this crisis. As Democrats, we recognize that mental illness is not a moral 

ensuring policy that will equip hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and other centers of 
care across the nation with more funding and better tools so that Americans struggling 
with addiction and other mental illnesses can receive the help they deserve. We seek to 
expand mental health services, so every American has access to them, while promoting 

living with mental illness cannot wait for change, so neither will the Democratic Party.

Democrats believe everyone should have equal opportunities to live a free and full 
life, no matter their mental or physical limitation. For this belief to actualize, we must 
ensure the necessary accommodations and protections enumerated to Americans in 

living with disabilities and chronic ailments, as well as their families. An important 

would extend coverage to Americans who are uninsured, to those living with mental 
illness, or to households that are within a certain threshold beneath the federal 
poverty line. States that have recognized and enacted these coverage expansions 

M E N TA L  H E A LT H

D I S A B I L I T Y



be accepted at the federal level to be optimized for all Americans in need. We also 

well-being of all Americans, regardless of pre-existing conditions, physical burden, or 

medical care. Democrats have staunchly supported these healthcare expansions for the 
Americans who need them most, despite Republican pushback, and will continue to 
do so until the dignity and human rights of at-risk citizens is fully addressed.

necessary healthcare across America. Women everywhere should have access to high 

codifying the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision made by the Supreme Court, the Democratic 

options for women, while seeking to overturn legislation that acts as a barrier to a 
woman’s ability to receive a safe and legal abortion. 

Democrats will also seek to overturn legislation that works to eliminate funding 
for Planned Parenthood and other family planning services. It will also utilize proactive 

committed to eliminating the Trump Administration’s “domestic gag rule,” which 
prevents Title X grantees from receiving full and informed access to reproductive 
healthcare. Our commitment to ensuring full access to female healthcare is a priority, 
because every woman deserves full and total personal autonomy and privacy over her 
medical decisions. 

Insurance Leave Act, which provides all workers with up to 12 weeks of paid leave 
after childbirth and recovery. 

immoral, unjust, and cannot be tolerated any longer. Increased funding for public 
health options in disadvantaged areas will allow for easier access to facilities that 
can extend and save lives. In order to cause positive change in health outcomes for 

is dominated by white researchers, and their work can be immensely impactful in 

W O M E N ’ S  H E A LT H C A R E

M I N O R I T Y  H E A LT H C A R E



research industry more indicative of the population’s racial and ethnic distribution 

Americans, rather than just the privileged few.



Social Policy:
Building a 
Better America

Social Policy
B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R  A M E R I C A



As Democrats, we know that the limitless diversity found in America is a great strength, 
and that together, we are stronger. We believe in implementing policy that will empower, 

encourage democratic participation, we will build a more representative government capable of 

is to be separated from their parents. Democrats are not afraid to say Black Lives Matter, and 
we stand behind that statement with policy to support and empower communities of color. 

We have fought for the rights of marginalized communities, and we will not stop until every 
American has access to their constitutional rights. Together, we make this country better for 
everyone who resides within its borders.

Electoral participation is vital in maintaining the sanctity of American democracy, 
and the Democratic Party is committed to ensuring this process is fair to all to 

so voter turnout is encouraged rather than suppressed. By instituting automatic 
voter registration for eligible citizens and striking unfair voter ID laws, we can 
ensure Americans will be able to carry out their civic duty without impediments on 
Election Day. We support turning Election Day into a nationally recognized federal 

decision is imperative, considering the most frequently noted reason for not voting is 
lacking the time to do so. Once Election Day arrives, the Democratic Party supports 
universalizing access to voting centers, so long lines and discouraging parties cannot 
deter anyone from completing their civic duty of voting, regardless of the choices they 
might make at the polls. Increasing access to absentee and mail-in voting, as well as 
expanding early voting, are other steps that we feel will lift the burden from members 
of working American families who may not have time to go to the polls. Democrats 
know that voter suppression, primarily of minorities and poor communities, weakens 
the values we hold dear as a nation. To truly consider the United States a democracy, 
steps must be taken so that all can be heard.

While the Trump administration has cracked down on immigration and shut down 
the government over funding for a wall that separates Mexico and the United States, 

The Democratic Party is committed to developing and facilitating more 

V O T I N G  R I G H T S

I M M I G R AT I O N



and history. Since America’s founding, immigrants have come to the U.S. seeking 
refuge and opportunity. We should welcome immigrants by opening our doors to 
those who wish to partake in the American Dream. Democrats view immigrants as 
contributors to new ideas and innovation, not as outsiders taking American jobs or an 

founding ideal of the United States that Democrats wish to restore.

so that those who wish to come to our country do not have to unlawfully cross the 
border and live as undocumented citizens. Currently, immigrant families are being 
separated at the border, which goes against our country’s values of inclusion and our 
respect for diversity. As Democrats, we will end all forms of family separation at the 
border. Instead of deporting undocumented immigrants and creating distrust between 
immigrant communities and law enforcement, the Democratic Party seeks to create a 
pathway to citizenship for law-abiding immigrants who are already here. 

Democrats are especially sympathetic to undocumented immigrants who were 

for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA), Democrats continue to advocate for the 
legalization of migrants who entered the country as children and have lived the 
majority of their lives in the United States.

Democrats are strongly opposed to Trump’s proposition to build a wall along the 
border between Mexico and the United States, arguing that this is contrary to the 
ideals of our country and would hurt U.S.-Mexican relations. Instead of building a 
physical wall to prevent immigrants from coming in, we should focus our resources 
on a humane method of enforcing legal entry into the United States and creating a 
pathway to citizenship. 

Racial Justice. As a nation, we have failed minority groups. It is time that we start to 
step up and make amends for our actions. Minorities throughout the country have 
been systemically oppressed for far too long; racism has reared its ugly head in all 
aspects of life, including government systems and policies. We, as a party, know this to 
be true. It is our duty as Americans to make sure that everyone can succeed. 

The Democratic Party supports a pathway to legal immigration so that 
those who wish to come to our country do not have to unlawfully cross the 

D I S C R I M I N AT I O N



Our current president has set a harmful precedent, ignoring and invalidating these 
pressing racial issues within our society. We recognize, however, that racial issues must 

proclaim Black Lives Matter. Democrats will work to uphold this proclamation 
through policies that prevent police brutality on communities of color, while 

and discrimination.

LGBTQ+. 

of rights. It is important that we continue to hold this as a value in all that we do and 
in what we expect from other countries around the world, but especially within our 

LGBTQ will be supported and protected. We will not only stop the movement made 
by President Trump and his judges against the community, but we will also continue 
to press even further. We must always strive to become a more inclusive nation.

President Trump has moved this country backwards by reinstituting a ban on the 
military for those who identify as transgender. Not only does this ban show disdain 

in the House of Representatives, such as Congresswoman Jackie Speier’s amendment 
to Fiscal Year 2020 National Defense Authorization Act, along with all other legislative 
action that moves to get rid of this shameful ban.

Gender Equality. 
women have full equality and access to their unalienable rights. Currently, women’s 

social, educational, and economic arenas for too long. In particular, we have seen that 
women, particularly women of color, are paid less by employers for the same work 

women receive equal pay for equal work. We will also support policies that place 
priority on women’s education.

It is time that, as a country, we write the equality of men and women into the 

United States. 

Religious Freedom. 
religious freedom. In this day and age, it is hard to ignore the presence of anti-Semitic 
and anti-Islamic hate crimes we have seen in this country, particularly the lethal and 



destructive crimes that have manifested from it. We pledge as a party to ensure that no 
one feels scared to practice their religion in the United States. To make sure this is a 
reality for everyone, we must ensure protections are in place so that no one faces harm 
or discrimination because of their religion. 

We strongly stand against the disrespectful and shameful Muslim ban that 
President Trump brought forward. At its core, the ban itself is blatant religious 
discrimination, and we support its removal. 

Indigenous Groups. 
First Nations communities have pressing matters facing them that our government 
has ignored. Indigenous groups must receive the proper attention and support they 

government’s role in developing and implementing policy that ensures the safety and 
security of Native Americans, especially Native American women and children, so they 
can fully partake in the American dream.

Over 2.2 million Americans are currently living behind bars in various levels of 
detention facilities. With an incarcerated population outnumbering that of every other 

to work for its namesake of justice, rather than working as a tool for individuals and 
corporations to take advantage of vulnerable populations. 

providing mental health care and addiction treatment, to counseling to help those 
leaving the system to assimilate back into society. 

substance of its federally controlled Schedule I status, and expunging the records 
of those with past possession charges while working to integrate these citizens back 

C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E
S Y S T E M

country in the world, and a criminal justice system that disproportionately 

the system at large. 



should include utilizing taxes on marijuana to support people asymmetrically damaged 
by the War on Drugs and its policies. 

While the current administration has declared the Opioid epidemic a state of 
emergency, little has been done to address it. We are prepared to increase funding 

companies accountable and get help to those impacted by opioid addictions. 
Democrats understand that addiction is a complex epidemic plaguing American 
society, but it is not criminal. Americans struggling with addiction must be supported 
with rehabilitation programs, not prison sentences.

Progress must be made in police relations with civilians through increased funding 
for training in de-escalation and use of non-deadly force when making arrests. In 

when the police are involved and hold those that do step over the line accountable. 

order to decrease police brutality, as well as increasing the incorporation of racial 
sensitivity training programs for police forces across the country.  



Education 
Policy: Support
ing the Next 
Generation of 
Americans.

Education Policy
S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N  O F  A M E R I C A N S



There are many paths to success in America, but all future success starts with giving every 
American a solid educational foundation. We are committed to making the United States of 
America the best place for a child to get an education in the world. Democrats will build a 
strong public preschool through high school education system across the nation; we support 
increasing access to STEM and Arts education for every child, regardless of income, citizenship 

education is failing students with tuition prices that are out of reach for many Americans. We 
will support loan forgiveness legislation to ease the weight of debt for current graduates of 
higher education institutions, while developing universal higher education on a larger scale. 

land of endless opportunity. 

As a party, we stand by the importance of our country’s education system. One of the 
most important ways to ensure that all students have access to a solid education during 

go toward a whole range of programs supported by the Department of Education, 

that are most in need, like the current president has wanted to do with certain student 
loan programs. We must increase funding to help provide all young students and 
their families access to childcare. Another area of improvement is increased funding 
to help cover the cost of higher education. Increasing school funding for primary and 
secondary schools, especially in the areas of this country that need it the most, will 
allow schools to hire the people necessary for student success, including art and music 
teachers, librarians, and technology professionals. 

Democratic Party has a deep respect for the profession of teaching, as teachers 
are setting the foundation for better leaders and citizens. We have seen the strikes 
around the country from teachers crying out for better working conditions and more 

values and wants to invest in the hard work they do, especially that of teachers working 
in school districts struggling the most.

We must also acknowledge that even in 2020, our public schools are not fully 
integrated, and the Democratic Party supports policies that would help create more 
diverse public schools. 

Through supporting students and their teachers every step of the way, 
America will remain a land of endless opportunity. 

E N S U R I N G  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y
E D U C AT I O N  F O R  A L L



Charter schools and other school choice options have incredible support in the 
United States. Moving forward, there must be clear rules for these schools, which 

that help ensure a high standard of education for their students to receive. 

burdened by immense student loans. Trying to further one’s education should not be 

debt. We should not just worry about those with high amounts of debt but also those 

these goals through a larger conversation about increases in taxation on the richest 
individuals and businesses.

We also must make full use of the programs that are already written into law to 
help people with debt. A strong example of this is the Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
(PSLF) program. We must work to ensure this program is available to all those who 

those who deserve it. Instead, information about the programs should be well-known, 

student loans and declare bankruptcy on their student loans if needed. 
Addressing the student loan issue will help improve the economy through 

increased economic freedom. Americans should be able to prosper without the unjust 
weight of pervasive student loan debt burdening them.

Democrats believe that higher education institutions that primarily enroll minority 

we support an increase in funding for these institutions, including historically black 
colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions. Minority-serving schools 
have higher graduation rates for the minority students and often use innovative 

for students who represent smaller portions of the population at other places of higher 
education. If given the tools and funding to thrive, minority-serving institutions will 
create far-reaching positive impacts.

Universal Access. College should be available for all those who desire to attend. Today, 

proposals to make this a reality for Americans. States are already doing this on their 

S T U D E N T  LO A N S

M I N O R I T Y- S E R V I N G
I N S T I T U T I O N S

H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N



own, and it is due time our federal government follows their lead. Higher education 
can help unlock the door to economic success and it is important that we provide 
all students with the opportunity to access it. Universal Access will provide this 
opportunity to students that never viewed higher education as a possibility, opening 
endless doors.

Trade School and Community College. 
forms and as a party we strongly support the various options. Students do not have 
to just go to a four-year college to gain stronger economic outcomes. Trade schools 
and community colleges are vital to supporting and encouraging paths to success 

Party supports making community college and trade schools free for anyone who 
should choose that path.

For-Profits. 

harm to students. Not only does everyone deserve access to higher education, they 
deserve access to quality and reliable higher education.



Environmental 
Policy: Securing 
a Sustainable
Future

Environmental Policy
S E C U R I N G  A  S U S TA I N A B L E  F U T U R E



In the face of irreparable destruction from climate change, Americans must act to prevent 

transition to clean and renewable energy will create long-lasting jobs for Americans while 
reducing emissions and contributing to a sustainable environmental and economic future. We 
also know that the majority of emissions do not come from the average American; they come 
from large companies taking advantage of lacking or absent environmental regulation policies. 

its environmental protections to ensure clean air and water and to preserve our natural lands. 
America is a land of dreamers, and preserving our environment ensures that Americans can 
dream for generations to come. 

In pulling out of the Paris Climate Accords, the Trump administration has sent a 
message to the rest of the world that the United States is not willing to take on much 
needed responsibility in combatting climate change. However, we as Democrats 
support a Green New Deal to reinstate the United States as a major defender against 

harmful emissions and achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 as well as provide economic 
justice through a series of environmental reforms.

concerns are not only considered but prioritized. We must push for clean air and 

Democratic Party recognizes that environmental sustainability and economic growth 
can and should go hand-in-hand.

By investing in clean and renewable energy, we can create sustainable jobs for 
the future while reducing fossil fuel usage and promoting environmental justice. 
Currently, about 62.9 percent of our electricity usage comes from the burning of fossil 
fuels. In order to achieve a sustainable future, we must enact a massive shift in energy 
usage through investments in a mix of clean and renewable energy sources including 
wind, solar, hydro, geothermal, sustainable biomass, nuclear, and renewable natural 

To create this change, we must begin to invest in clean and renewable energy today. 

investment in clean energy transportation. 

America is a land of dreamers, and preserving our environment ensures 
that Americans can dream for generations to come. 

F I G H T I N G  F O R  A  G R E E N 
N E W  D E A L



water. While environmental regulations have improved air and water quality, there is 
still work to be done to ensure that all Americans are guaranteed safe access to clean air 
and water. Air pollution from fossil fuel usage causes health problems while the quality 

administration has weakened regulations that are in place in place to protect air and 
water quality, but Democrats hope to reinstate these regulations to protect future 
Americans and the future of our planet.

To reach net zero emissions by 2050, it is necessary to focus on reforesting 
the land. Farmer’s agricultural practices can also help to sequester carbon. By 
implementing practices such as no-till farming, cover crops, mob grazing, crop 

their soil while enhancing carbon sequestration. We will educate farmers on how they 
can help sequester carbon, in addition to minimizing water pollution from fertilizers 
and pesticides. We intend to provide economic incentives for those who make 
these changes in order to minimize negative environmental impacts on our land for 
America’s next generation of farmers.   

In order to mitigate the consequences of climate change, we must invest in 

especially as cities within our nation grow and prosper. It is important to invest in 
low-carbon transportation methods. To make this investment cities must create safe 

packaging. A lot of the waste we produce could be put to another use. We must use 
every opportunity to reduce the amount of waste we produce and recycle what we can. 

policies that do not diminish the quality of life for future generations.  Enacting 
a Green New Deal will achieve job growth and protect the environment, and it is 
something that we as Democrats proudly stand behind.

Businesses have irresponsibly failed to account for externalities of production that 

Trump administration has rolled back many important environmental regulations 

impacts on the environment. 
Under Trump, the EPA has lowered standards for important policies such as the 

power sector to cut carbon emissions 32 percent from 2005 to 2030. Its replacement, 

E N V I R O N M E N TA L 
R E G U L AT I O N



methane and has weakened the requirements for oil companies to repair methane 
leaks from drilling. President Trump’s administration has allowed previously protected 

of business. As global warming continues to threaten our country, environmental 
regulation is a top priority.  Democrats seek to reinstate these environmental 
regulations that were rolled back by the current administration for the assurance of a 
better tomorrow.

to detrimental environmental impacts, the Trump Administration continues to give 

the American people about the feasibility of alternative energy, claiming that wind 
power causes cancer, slaughters bald eagles, and creates power outages when the wind 

the loss of tens of thousands of jobs. 

renewable energy has improved tremendously, making sources such as wind and solar 
an economically viable option. 

We support the coal communities whose hard work created electricity for 
generations, and we are committed to creating new economic opportunities for 
them. However, it is time to accelerate the transition to a clean energy economy that 
can continue into the future. We believe that the job growth from the clean energy 

thriving sector of the American economy. 

R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y

The Democratic Party recognizes that a shift away from fossil fuels and 

economic growth.



they need to invest in clean and renewable energy. We are prepared to streamline 
federal permitting to accelerate the process of getting renewable energy to the market. 

feasible option today, the federal government will fund research of renewable energy to 
improve the technology and relieve some of the burden of state governments.

cause, we must create tax incentives for renewable energy and eliminate tax breaks 
and subsidies for fossil fuel companies. We believe that the price of greenhouse gases 
should factor in accountability these companies have for our environmental crisis. 
By supporting renewable energy through tax incentives, we will create jobs while 
protecting the environment and reducing our dependence on other countries. 



Domestic 
Policy: Starting
at Home

Domestic Policy
S TA R T I N G  AT  H O M E



A strong America starts at home, and the Democratic Party pledges to support Americans 
everywhere they are—from big cities to rural townships, people who live in the U.S. 

to ensure no American fears leaving their home, going to worship, and attending school or 

government. We will ensure that all those who have served our country and their families are 
given the level of respect and care they deserve. 

We will support rural America by ensuring economic prosperity for our rural workforce 
from farmers to small business owners. No rural community will be forgotten or left behind. 

roads, we can enliven domestic exchange of goods and services here at home. We will make 
America a place where people love to conduct business. However, infrastructure today is 
not solely what we can see; that is why the Democratic Party wants to improve and increase 
the amount of technological infrastructure within our borders. We seek to expand access 
to broadband internet and support STEM research for the next generation of inventors, 
scientists, and researchers. 

Campaign Finance. 

the largest corporations because they threaten to undermine the American people’s role 
in our democracy. If large corporations and political action committees (PACs) are not 

the election process as a whole. We must revisit the decision on Citizens United and 
restrict these mega-donors from overpowering the common voter. Democrats call for 
a constitutional amendment to overturn the Supreme Court’s decisions in Citizens 
United and Buckley v. Valeo because unlimited spending in elections negative impacts 
our democratic system. 

in politics, but we must take this work further. We must ensure that there is more 

in their abilities to make small dollar donations. Secret money has no place in our 

P R O T E C T I N G  O U R
D E M O C R AT I C  VA L U E S

Secret money has no place in our democracy.



democracy. It is important that all Americans are aware of where these large money 
donations are coming from, and we will end the existence of this anonymous dark 
money. It is time that members of Congress pass laws and demand this information be 

and only the will of the people.

and we will provide the Federal Election Commission with all the necessary resources 

donation.

Government Corruption. Government corruption is the antithesis of what public 
servants swear to uphold in the Constitution and will not be tolerated in any capacity. 

support in order to make real change. Our current President has made it clear since 
his campaign that he is not a trustworthy chief executive. Russian interference in 
the 2016 election is a threat not only to our national security, but also the fabric of 

the events of the last election ever happen again. Additionally, we must make it a 
requirement for the President of the United States to disclose their tax returns to the 
public in order to maintain transparency. A president with something to hide from the 
people cannot fully be trusted to lead our country with its best interests in mind.

to determine Congressional representation. As Democrats, we believe it is our duty 
to live up to this original purpose to the best of our abilities. Adding a citizenship 

the census, leading to an inaccurate count on the true number of people in a given 
state. Not only will states with high undocumented immigrant populations have less 
Congressional representation, but they will also lack the funding needed to provide for 
their true population. Although the census is imperfect, we will be doing the country 
harm if we add a question that might weaken it, especially when proper steps have not 
been taken. 

Court determined that the 14th Amendment of the Constitution guarantees that 
representatives serve everyone in the United States, not just those who can vote. We 
continue to support methods that allow for the most accurate and representative 

C E N S U S



important in guaranteeing fair representation. 

Democrats are fully committed to acting quickly to secure health and prosperity for 
the millions of Americans and their families that live in our heartland, rural America. 
Whether it be in manufacturing, energy, farming, or any other sector, rural America 
deserves economic security. Investing in rural communities means preparing them for 
the future, and Democrats will train the rural workforce for the jobs of tomorrow, such 

industries. We will revitalize these local communities and economies with sustainable 

every American access to a high-quality, high-tech hospital that is equipped to deal 

America.
Family farms and ranches have been a pillar of our economy for centuries and 

should be preserved. Democrats support doubling the maximum microloan available 
to farmers who are starting out. Farmers deserve to be protected from any harm 

the Environmental Protection Agency to establish regulations to protect farmers. 
Agricultural workers must be protected through regulation of working hours, 

workers.
Smaller farms and ranchers are being hurt because of mergers of giant corporations 

that are vertically integrating much of the agriculture and meatpacking industries. 

concentration. Democrats will work to break up large agribusiness corporations, like 
Bayer-Monsanto, using antitrust law, and we will fund research that yields public 
access to seeds instead of seeds that are owned and sold by large corporations. Subsidies 

conscious to achieve a goal of net-zero emissions produced by agriculture industry. 
We will undo the harm President Trump has caused with regards to many of the trade 
policies put in place by his administration. Democrats recognize that our farmers 

Investing in rural America will make it easier to conduct business and to grow 
rural economies. Additionally, we will deploy broadband internet connection 
throughout rural communities, invest in research for the next generation of biofuels, as 
well as other clean energy sources, and grow bio-manufacturing in order to introduce 
thousands of new jobs. As Democrats, we are committed to bringing health and 
prosperity to all Americans living in rural communities, and by investing in them, we 
will help the country as a whole. 

O U R  B A C K B O N E :
R U R A L  A M E R I C A N S



Democrats recognize that America’s infrastructure is in a state of disrepair. We move 
to rebuild America’s crumbling roads, bridges, harbors, railroads, airports, and public 
transit systems to restore America as the world’s leading example of advancements in 
technology and manufacturing. We will revolutionize infrastructure in this country in 
order to guarantee basic human rights to our citizens, to expand the middle class with 
good-paying jobs, and to address the climate emergency that threatens to upend our 
ways of life. 

As part of our infrastructure plan, we will guarantee safe drinking water to all 

schools, and high-tech hospitals, and we will defend those communities from 
impacts of the climate emergency by constructing preventative and mitigative green 
infrastructure. Americans deserve modernized drinking water and sewage systems 
to ensure public health and safety and to prevent other catastrophes, like that which 
occurred in Flint, Michigan. Americans will be guaranteed basic human rights, 
like access to potable water, and they will also be guaranteed the tools necessary to 
participate and compete in a modern, global economy. By making these far-reaching 
investments, Democrats will be providing good-paying jobs and economic security to 
members of the American middle class. Our plan will stimulate and foster economic 
growth by increasing the demand for American-made materials, like steel. Our 
investments would make the United States competitive for a long time to come by 
stimulating economic growth in an equitable manner.

Democrats will create a national infrastructure bank that will be independent in 

any other multi-faceted infrastructure improvements. 

In order to foster and encourage infrastructure investments on behalf of state and local 
governments, Democrats support the interest tax exemption on all municipal bonds, 
and we will create a permanent version of the Build America Bonds that were created 
by President Obama’s stimulus package in the midst of the Great Recession. 

always work to ensure that resources and programs are properly distributed to create 
good-paying jobs, economic growth, and strong infrastructural improvements in 

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

We will always work to ensure that resources and programs are properly 

infrastructural improvements in the areas that need it the most. 



the areas that need it the most. Whether it be America’s urban centers, the suburbs, 

community. We believe that the best way for America to prosper through innovation 

the strong-arming of corporations that continually receive tax breaks and incentives 
just to subsequently outsource their jobs. By taking back these tax breaks, Democrats 
will invest the money back into communities that were hit hardest. American workers 

the Export-Import Bank, which supports secure, good-paying jobs across America. 
Democrats believe that American workers deserve the essential right to join a labor 

to-work laws nationwide because they hurt workers. American workers deserve better 
than what the Republican Party has done for them, and through our work, Democrats 
will revitalize American manufacturing by securing the jobs of workers and holding 
corporations accountable. Democrats will bring life back to the communities that have 

Democrats believe that it is of paramount importance to make an ambitious 
investment in American science and technology. America must lead the world 

will then foster future economic growth in information technology, manufacturing, 
retail, health, and other areas. Our investments will help to support the next 

America’s tradition of excellence in the global economy. 

Technologies have the potential to create enormous growth. By taking control of 
the forces already expanding our economy, we can ensure that the expansion creates 
high-quality, good-paying jobs for all Americans, that more people of all backgrounds 
are introduced to the workforce, and that economic inequality is reduced on the 
whole. Democrats will work to ensure that the United States will lead the world in 
technological innovation.

T E C H  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Our investments will help to support the next generation of researchers, 



We will work to ensure every American has access to broadband Internet, as well 
as electrical grids secure from any potential foreign interference. Access to the Internet 
should be a right guaranteed to all Americans. Connection to high-speed internet is 
a necessity for success in today’s economy, as well as for education, healthcare, and 
public safety. We acknowledge that there has been great progress in bringing digital 
accessibility to America thanks to private investment, but we know there is still much 

entities in order to bring internet connectivity to every American household and 
to bring free public Wi-Fi to more institutions across the country. We will ensure 
that 5G technology is installed in every corner of America in order to provide faster 
internet connections and transform American technology. We will work to keep 
foreign entities out of our technological advances. Democrats will ensure that America 
is not dependent on China or any other country for new technology, including the 
development of 5G.

Republicans repealed in 2018 because every American deserves fair and equal access to 
a free Internet.

We will always defend American innovation on the world’s stage, and this means 

against intellectual property theft, as well as the theft of trade secrets by foreign 
entities. 

our Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard serve faithfully and make 

that the United States military should maintain its global position of power. President 
Donald Trump has consistently degraded our country’s position on the world stage 

to deter any threats from entities that might seek to capitalize upon our weakened 
international reputation.

Defense Spending. Under President Trump’s direction, the defense budget has 
ballooned. Democrats support smart and adequate defense spending for any current 
and future strategic challenges faced by the United States. We recognize that our 
armed forces, including Reserve and National Guard elements, must be fully prepared 
and equipped at all times for the protection of freedom and democracy in the world. 
However, the defense budget has become unsustainable, and it must be altered to 

diplomatic initiatives and domestic programs.

M I L I TA RY



diplomacy-driven foreign policy. Moreover, Democrats call for a reorientation of the 
military-industrial complex; defense contractors should not dictate our military or 
foreign policies, they should not be subsidized, and they must be penalized for fraud. 

independent commission to ensure that the Pentagon is spending its budget wisely and 
without unnecessary excesses.

Those Who Have Served. 

come home to stability and security. 
Democrats detest the problems faced by veterans when they are failed by the 

quality health care in a prompt manner. Democrats will work to ensure that the VA 

as well as better treatment of post-traumatic stress. Women that have served deserve 
equal treatment by the VA, which should include access to high-quality reproductive 
health care. Democrats will ensure that veterans’ healthcare is never sold out to private 

VA must be fully funded in order to have every possible resource available to address 

all other ailments. 

Military Families. 
military families, who also serve in a uniquely challenging manner. With perpetual 

they deserve, like jobs, education, and health care. Military families also deserve better 

policies and care for the members of military families, especially those spouses and 
children of fallen or disabled soldiers.

Equality in the Military. 
protect our liberties and freedoms. Women and LGBTQ+ service members deserve 
to be treated equally within our military. Democrats were proud of the repeal of 
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, and we will repeal President Trump’s ban on 



transgender service in the military. Democrats call for an inclusive military, one that 
allows service for all that are willing to protect us. All LGBTQ+ people who have 

Democrats call for the fair and equal treatment of women within our military. 
Military sexual assault has become an epidemic and we are committed to addressing 

and provide justice to those who have been assaulted while in the service of the United 
States by investigating all claims of sexual assault and prosecuting these allegations 
to the fullest extent of the law. Democrats will also ensure that all victims of sexual 
assault receive the proper and timely treatment for physical and psychological trauma 
resulting from a sexual assault. It is important that we also work to protect women’s 
combat roles in the military. We will ensure that people are properly integrated into 
all roles within our military, including combat roles, regardless of how they do or do 
not identify. We know that our country is strongest when our military is the most 
inclusive. Democrats call for the fair, equal, and honorable treatment of people of all 
races, gender identities, religions, and sexual orientations.

Democrats are fully committed to overcoming the obstacles faced by the great people 
of Puerto Rico, who are American citizens. Many of their challenges stem from the 
island’s recent hurricane devastation, an insurmountable debt crisis, and the question 
of the political status of Puerto Rico. 

After Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico and killed approximately 3,000 
people, our federal government failed to act appropriately or in a timely manner. 

for Puerto Rico that would provide $146 billion in relief funding to be used for 
infrastructure, economic development, cleanup, renewable energy, education, and 

American citizens.
Puerto Rico also faces a debt crisis that threatens to undermine its economic 

security. Again, and again, the people of Puerto Rico have been hurt by a cycle of debt 
and poor leadership. Puerto Rico deserves a fresh start. Democrats support providing 
Puerto Rico with a pathway to eliminate its debt through comprehensive debt relief in 

Democrats call for an inclusive military, one that allows service for all that 
are willing to protect us. All LGBTQ+

P U E R T O  R I C O



order to ensure future stability and prosperity for all Puerto Ricans. Democrats were 
proud to see Puerto Ricans stand up to their government, and we will work alongside 
them to root out corruption and ensure that they have proper leadership.

Democrats recognize that Puerto Ricans are American citizens, so they deserve to 
be treated equally. Puerto Ricans deserve equal treatment by Medicare and Medicaid, 
they deserve the right to vote for President of the United States, and they should have 
a say in Congress. Puerto Ricans also deserve the right to self-determination as to 
their association with the United States. Democrats support a binding referendum 
for Puerto Ricans to determine their political status, so that Congress can act on the 
matter of Puerto Rican statehood.

must evolve as well. Democrats fully recognize the threat that we may face from those 

than those of foreign entities and must be prioritized accordingly. As Democrats, we 

criminal code so that those who commit such attacks against their own country receive 
proper justice. International terror is no longer the biggest threat to the safety of the 

and they are driven by hatred. Domestic terror and the hatred behind it must be 

White supremacy has reared its ugly head again in America, and President 
Trump has welcomed the far-right into his base of supporters, especially following 

on the contrary, will always call out hatred, bigotry, and racism. We refuse to stand 

evil it is. We decry the acts of white supremacist terror both foreign and domestic, 
from Christchurch to Pittsburgh to Charlottesville. We will always stand by our 
fellow Jewish Americans, and we harshly condemn the ongoing attacks on Jews in 
Williamsburg, as well as the attacks in Jersey City and Monsey. Anti-Semitism has no 

domestic terror has no place in America, and Americans can be sure that Democrats 
will work tirelessly to root out all forms of evil for their protection.

D O M E S T I C  T E R R O R I S M



Foreign Policy: 
Leading the
World

Foreign Policy
L E A D I N G  T H E  W O R L D



As a leader on the world stage,
strong against geopolitical threats. However, we realize that this cannot be done alone; this 
is why we want to rebuild and restore relationships our allies, ones that have withered under 

terrorism and tyranny across the world, through the use of all available channels: economic, 

Democrats recognize that the great role that technology plays in American’s lives, 

Americans and American companies are in danger. Democrats believe that we must 
think critically about the technology used in our elections and their weaknesses which 
can be taken advantage of by foreign governments with malignant intentions. It is 

in this impending election cycle from other nations. In addition, we recognize that 
individuals, corporations, and local governments are put in situations of immense risk 
by foreign cyber-attacks. We must be aware of the ever-pressing threat other countries 
pose when they harness sensitive information in order to harm Americans and 
American corporations. As a nation, we must be cognizant of the serious technological 
risks our nation faces in order to improve cyber-security for a safer, stronger America.

to fully defeating ISIS, al Qaeda, and all other international terror actors that wish 
to do harm to Americans. We will work together with allies to combat these threats 
because terror poses a truly global threat. Democrats will work to put pressure on local 

We will destroy the networks used by terror groups to accumulate money and 

We will provide the American intelligence community with whatever necessary to 
protect the homeland, and we will prioritize increased funding for security for public 
transit and our infrastructure, including technological infrastructure. Democrats 
will avoid large deployments of combat troops and will seek to further develop 

diplomatic.

T E C H N O LO G Y
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Authorization for Use of Military Force to more appropriately combat the threats we 

of Americans is imperative for the Democratic Party and we will always stand up 
against terror. 

Fighting terror, however, does not necessitate the alienation of American Muslims. 
President Trump is guilty of attacking the religious freedoms of Muslims and reject 
his rhetoric wholeheartedly. We also condemn his poorly implemented, unamerican 
Muslim travel bans. As Democrats, we appreciate American Muslims and understand 

have been met with criticism from congressional Democrats and Republicans, U.S. 
military experts, and foreign allies. Moving forward we must be privy to the advice of 

presence in Syria. Successful action considers the safety of our troops, creating peaceful 

reckless handling of American troop withdrawal has enabled Turkish aggression in 
Northeastern Syria and consequently led to the slaughter of the Kurdish people, who 
have since sought to realign themselves with the Assad regime. We must not turn our 
backs on friends in this region. Turkey’s invasion has opened the door for authoritarian 

region while our leadership does Without US diplomatic and military involvement 

U.S. forces from Syria, but in a pragmatic way that does not compromise our allies or 

and will coordinate a peaceful exit without destabilizing northern Syria.

Israel is a strong and important ally to the United States, and we are committed to 
ensuring that Israelis continue to have a fruitful and safe democracy in a region that 
can often be tumultuous. However, we believe that Palestinians should also have their 
safety and dignity respected. Israeli’s Lukid Party and Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
recent statements regarding the annexation of the West Bank is problematic in the 
preservation of both the safety of all in the region as well as the human rights of 

the two neighbors for the past two and a half years have been futile and continue 

Embassy to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv has further put Palestinians in harm’s way for the 

S Y R I A
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bond between us and our Israeli allies, while creating an environment that supports 
Palestinian independence. 

After interfering in our 2016 election, Russia has proved to be a major geopolitical 
threat to the United States. Under Vladimir Putin’s rule, Russia has consistently 
undermined American interests and allies abroad. Democrats recognize that Russia’s 
2016 cyberattack has serious implications for the future of our elections and the 
safety of our democracy. While President Trump has repeatedly denied Russian 
interference in the election, we choose to believe the evidence brought forth by the 
American intelligence community. Elections are an integral part of our democracy, 
so threats to the fairness and legitimacy of our elections must be taken seriously. 

acting on recommendations provided by the intelligence community. We will provide 
the necessary funds to our intelligence community to prevent another attack on our 
elections. 

against Russian individuals and corporations. Democrats will seek to expand the 
reach of North American Treaty Organization (NATO) in Europe and ensure that our 
alliances are maintained. We will work with our allies to hold Russia accountable for 
its actions in Ukraine, Syria, Turkey, and anywhere else that might pose a threat to 

interests on the world’s stage, including Russian attempts to erode democracy, and will 

We will work to lessen the dependence of European countries upon Russian energy 
sources. We will seek diplomatic cooperation with Russia when common ground is 
available, but with a Democrat in the White House, the American people can rest 

China has become an increasing threat to the United States. China steals the 
intellectual property of American companies and consistently displays aggressive 
behavior in the South China Sea. In addition to currency manipulation, China has 
participated in other economic policies which aim to harm our economy, such as the 
increased dumping of their products into American markets. While the Democratic 

tolerate Chinese hostility in any capacity. 

include the persecution of the Uighurs in Xinjiang. We denounce China’s support for 
Kim Jong-Un’s regime in North Korea and will work to come to an agreement with 
Xi Jinping as to how to approach the situation on the Korean Peninsula. Democrats 

R U S S I A
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support holding China accountable for its actions through sanctions in order to 
prevent further abuses. Democrats also strongly support the pro-democracy protesters 
in Hong Kong, and we urge China to work to deescalate the situation and work 
toward a compromise in the interest of freedom and democracy. 

We will work to thwart Chinese intellectual property theft and other unfair 
trade practices that threaten American industries. Democrats will work to ensure that 
Chinese technology is not used in the development of an American 5G network and 

by the Chinese to make territorial claims on islands in the South China Sea and will 
work with Japan and other allies in the region to counteract Chinese aggression. While 
we pledge to hold China accountable, Democrats also pledge to pursue diplomacy 

Unlike President Trump, Americans will not see a Democratic President exchanging 
friendly letters with the brutal dictator of North Korea. Democrats understand that 
Kim Jong-Un is a cruel leader that starves, imprisons, and executes his own people 
in order to maintain power. We will not back down in pursuing peace on the Korean 
Peninsula. We will work to improve relations with allies such as Japan and South 
Korea, among others, that have decayed under the current administration, as they 
are strong protectors of democracy and human rights in the region. We will pursue 
cooperation with China in order to achieve peace.

an invaluable asset to the world and will prioritize the preservation of freedom and 
democracy in South Korea against all threats. We pledge to resolve the situation 
thoughtfully, peacefully, and through diplomacy, but until North Korea makes any real 
concessions, sanctions must remain in place. 

Iran continues to be a destabilizing agent in the Middle East and it must be monitored 

reject President Trump’s withdrawal from the President Obama’s landmark Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). We must either re-enter the multi-national 
deal agreed upon in 2015 or renegotiate a newer and longer lasting deal with allies. 
Since walking away from the deal, Iranian aggression in the region has accelerated, and 
Democrats will always work closely with our allies to check this aggression. We will 
work to ensure that the Iranian regime never acquires a nuclear weapon. We will take 
military action if necessary, but democrats support increasing Congress’ ability to take 
appropriate steps when threat arises.

N O R T H  KO R E A
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Democrats recognize that Iran is the world’s leading state sponsor of terror, and 

and the Houthis. We will ensure that our allies in the region, including Israel, are fully 
prepared to defend themselves. We will work to help the Iranian people, who we know 
desire a better future for their country, and we want all Iranians to be able to engage 
with the world. 

In addition to all nations holding nuclear capabilities, the United States should be 

increase tensions between nations, putting the entire world at risk of catastrophic 

decision of the Trump administration to walk away from JCPOA that limited 
Iranian nuclear capabilities. We will work to reduce the number of nuclear weapons 

will work to strengthen our national security with increasingly limited reliance on 
nuclear weapons. Democrats will create an independent commission that will provide 
guidance as to how to deter threats without nuclear weapons. We will pursue arms 
control because we believe that America will be a safer place without weapons of mass 
destruction. Democrats are also committed to limiting the amount of money that is 
spent on nuclear weapon development. We will make America and the world at large a 
safer place by reducing the number of nuclear weapons available today.
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