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ine lovers no longer have to have dinner
in a major city in order to enjoy fine
bottles. A visit to wine country can be
an easy and delightful side trip. Many
world-renowned growing regions are
readily accessible from cities that are popular destinations
for lovers of culture, dining and shopping. What could be
more bucolic than rolling hills covered with grapevines?
Although several of the regions mentioned here can be
visited in a day, we recommend at least a weekend to
fully enjoy everything they offer. Visitors can relish the
opportunity to drink wine in the land where the grape is
grown and snag a few prize bottles to stock their home
cellars with. We recommend calling ahead to plan an
English-language tour and hiring a car and driver.

CITY: MADRID
WINE REGION: RIBERA DEL DUERO
DISTANCE: 99 MILES
Ribera del Duero is justly famous for luscious barrelaged Tempranillo. In the last several years, buildings have
begun to replace bottles as the icons of Ribera, especially
in the “Golden Mile” near the town of Peñafiel. Here,
modern wineries and hotels stand in sharp contrast to
the traditional cuisine of northern Spain and the region’s
longstanding winemaking history.

Bodegas Protos: This architectural wonder with
enormous panes of glass, stainless steel pillars and a
series of five vaulted roofs offers unparalleled views of
the nearby castle, but most visitors are understandably
focused on their glasses of delicious wine.
Bodegas Portia: Designed by British architect Sir Norman
Foster, Bodegas Portia is built in the shape of a threepronged star. The red-lit barrel room is a sight to behold,
and the winery’s vast size is brought into human scale in
the wood-paneled café with views over the vineyards.
Cepa 21: A modern bodega owned by the Moro family,

COURTESY OF BARRICCAIA ULTIMA VERSIONE

WHERE TO SIP:
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Cepa 21 features a gorgeous all-white tasting room, an
onsite restaurant offering updated twists on traditional
regional cuisine and an opportunity to taste wines from
the entire Emilio Moro collection.

art collectors, and his flagship winery showcases a wellcurated sampling of his favorite works of art and, of
course, his wine. In addition to Mt. Veeder Cabernet and
Chardonnay, visitors can try single-vineyard bottling of
many other varieties.

WHERE TO SLEEP:
Hotel & Spa Arzuaga: The older large stone-covered
winery and restaurant hides the more modern building
housing a state-of-the-art hotel and spa with a large
indoor pool offering views of verdant grapevines. Revel
in a stress-reducing massage before savoring dinner,
featuring award-winning house wines.

CITY: SAN FRANCISCO
WINE REGION: NAPA VALLEY
DISTANCE: 50 MILES
A small wine region with a big reputation, Napa Valley
contains more than 450 wineries offering everything
from large venues with hourly group tours to smaller
family-run operations. Downtown Napa alone features
20 tasting rooms and a panoply of hotels and
restaurants. Take it easy and enjoy a leisurely drive (or
bike ride) with vineyard views on the Silverado Trail.
Each of the valley’s towns has its own charms, from the
Michelin-starred restaurants of Yountville to the spas
and mud baths of Calistoga.

WHERE TO SIP:
Robert Mondavi Winery: Wine-world legend Robert
Mondavi’s namesake winery offers a bottle for every
palate from entry-level through the Reserve and Library
wines. Experiences run from a 30-minute tour to
customized culinary experiences with a private chef.
Newton: This gorgeous Spring Mountain estate is set
among formal English gardens that awe visitors with
their incredible beauty. Even more inspiring is a tasting
of Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon in the cellar or
a mountaintop vineyard tour in a six-wheel ATV.

Castello di Amorosa: Swearing they have been
transported to Italy, guests rub their eyes in disbelief
upon their first sighting of Castello di Amorosa. The
estate bottled wines including Italian varieties like
Sangiovese are well regarded by consumers and wine
experts alike.
Domaine Chandon: The home of fine sparkling wine,
Domaine Chandon’s tasting room, terrace and retail
shops are set in a beautiful park-like setting just
outside Yountville. Everybody loves bubbly, but be sure
to sample their still wines and tasting room exclusives
as well.

WHERE TO SLEEP:
Auberge du Soleil: Perched high above Napa Valley,
Auberge du Soleil combines the elegance of the Côte
d’Azur with the laid-back ambiance of California. Its
restaurant has earned one Michelin star, and views of
the valley are stunning at all times of day. Enjoy drinks
by the pool, dinner on the terrace or a massage in
the spa.

CITY: ROME
WINE REGION: MORELLINO DI SCANSANO
DISTANCE: 97 MILES
Every summer, in-the-know Romans and international
jetsetters flock to the beaches and towns of the
Maremma to enjoy local food accompanied by the
area’s specialty, young Sangiovese. Despite its proximity
to Rome, the Maremma, home to DOCG Morellino di
Scansano, is one of Italy's best-kept secrets. Gently
curving roads through vineyard-covered hills offer
views of the sea, and walled hilltop villages appear
unchanged since medieval times.

Hess Collection: Donald Hess is one of the world’s top

NEY PARIS

IBERA DEL DUERO NAPA VALLEY MORELLINO DI SC

COU RTESY OF AUBERGE DU SOLEIL

MADRID SAN FRANCISCO ROME CAPE TOWN SYDN
NSANO FRANSCHHOEK HUNTER VALLEY CHAMPAG

WHERE TO TASTE:
Consorzio Tutela Morellino di Scansano: The
headquarters of the regional wine authority is a great
place to taste from the entire region. Buy bottles to
enjoy at your hotel or bring home, and get information
on wineries and tourism options.
Fattoria Le Pupille: Founder Elisabetta Geppetti, known
as the “Lady of Morellino,” had her hand in every aspect
of the creation of this special wine estate. The fully
renovated antique farmhouse is at the center of formal
gardens surrounded by some 30 acres of grapevines.
Massi di Mandorlaia: Practically the size of a small
village, Massi di Mandorlaia offers wine lovers a topto-bottom tour from their dramatic stone tower to
the winemaking and aging cellars. In addition to their
exquisite DOCG Morellino
wines, be sure to try the
sweet Vinsanto.

Surrounded on three sides by dramatic mountains,
this is one of the most picturesque wine regions in
the world. Vine-covered slopes run up mountains and
down to the river, and architecture is a combination of
modern and classic Dutch Cape-style. Varieties include
Chardonnay, Sémillon, Chenin Blanc, Shiraz, Pinot Noir
and Cabernet Sauvignon.

WHERE TO SIP:
Haute Cabrière: The wonderful restaurant here is
popular for wedding receptions, partly because the
bride and groom can arrive via helicopter and land in
the winery’s heliport. The house makes still wines from
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir as well as luscious
sparkling wine.
Solms-Delta: Exquisitely crafted wines may be best

“ DRINK WINE IN THE LAND WHERE THE
GRAPE IS GROWN

WHERE TO SLEEP:
Il Pelicano: A series of exclusive villa-style residences
near Porto Ercole, Il Pelicano is an opulent jewel set
on the sparkling Mediterranean. The seafront-dining
terrace alone is worth the price of a room here.

CITY: CAPE TOWN
WINE REGION: FRANSCHHOEK
DISTANCE: 50 MILES
Settled by Huguenots in the 17th century, Franschhoek
(“French Corner”) has retained its eponymous charm
and is known as the gourmet capital of the Cape.

NEY PARIS

“

Tenuta dell’Ammiraglia: The
dramatic sweeping façade
seems out of place in a
region of traditional wineries,
but the Frescobaldi family’s
commitment to quality shines through in every bottle.
Wines are made with Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Syrah and Vermentino.

enjoyed at the onsite Solms-Delta Fyndraai Restaurant,
which defines the essence of farm-to-table with estateraised produce and meat.
La Motte: Hanneli Rupert, the famous South African
mezzo-soprano, runs the estate that her father
purchased in 1970. Visitors can enjoy monthly
classical concerts, the family museum and a
wonderful restaurant.
Boschendal: One of the country’s oldest wine farms
dating back to 1685, Boschendal’s elegant manor house
was built in 1812. A must-see, this estate at the entrance
to the valley boasts three restaurants.

WHERE TO SLEEP:
Leeu House: This 12-room boutique hotel is the ultimate
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ROLLING HILLS COVERED WITH GRAPEVINES?
South African luxury. Set in the quaint Franschhoek
village, it offers full access to amenities at nearby Leeu
Estates, located just five minutes away.

CITY: SYDNEY
WINE REGION: HUNTER VALLEY
DISTANCE: 153 MILES

WHERE TO SIP:
Hope Estate: Michael Hope and his team make
fantastic wine including Chardonnay, Shiraz and Merlot.
Plan lunch or dinner at Harvest Restaurant and try
to time your visit to catch your favorite band in the
19,000-person capacity amphitheater.
McWilliams Mount Pleasant: The natural beauty of
the Brokenback Range is the backdrop for a winery
that harkens back to the era of one of Australia’s most
famed winemakers, Maurice O’Shea. Now run by the
sixth generation of the McWilliams family, its wines can
be enjoyed in the tasting room or restaurant.
Tyrrell’s: One of Australia’s oldest family-run wineries,
Tyrrell’s has museum-worthy oak vats and cellars that

COU RTESY OF HOPE ESTATES

Hunter Valley is Australia’s oldest wine region as well
as its most visited. Filled with hotels, restaurants and
tourist-friendly wineries, it has been called the “Napa
Valley of Australia” for good reason. There are about
130 wineries, many founded by legends of Australian
winemaking. Besides Sémillon, Shiraz and Chardonnay,
seek out harder-to-find bottles such as Sangiovese,
Pinot Gris and Verdelho.

“
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are still in operation. Their Short Flat Vineyard, planted
in 1923, is home to Australia’s most-awarded white wine.

one pairing champagne and cheese.

Tempus Two: This ultra-modern building houses a
tasting room offering New World versions of classic
French varieties such as Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay
and Sémillon.

Taittinger: (Reims) Visit chalk-walled cellars more than
50 feet below ground in the remains of a 13th-century
abbey. Custom tastings can be arranged to suit your
tastes, whether you have an interest in only vintage
champagne or prefer to drink rosé.

WHERE TO SLEEP:

WHERE TO SLEEP:

Tower Lodge: This Relais & Chateau property is on the
site of Tower Estate Winery. Built in Spanish mission
style, it features 10 individually decorated rooms and a
restaurant in the underground wine cellar.

Domaine Les Crayères: Serenely nestled in 17
acres of parks in Reims, Les Crayères offers chateaustyle living to discerning travelers. Attentive French
service, classically appointed rooms and suites and
a restaurant whose wine list boasts 600 champagne
labels add up to an extraordinary experience.

CITY: PARIS
WINE REGION: CHAMPAGNE
DISTANCE: 88 MILES
In the words of Napoleon: “In victory one deserves
champagne; in defeat, one needs it.” If you love
champagne, but haven’t been to the historic region
where champagne grapes are grown and this
incomparable wine is made, we have one question: what
are you waiting for? Reims is just 40 minutes from Paris
by high-speed train, and neighboring Epernay is barely
a stone’s throw beyond. Both are stylish cities filled
with glorious chateaus that sit atop miles and miles of
underground tunnels filled with—you guessed
it—champagne.

WHERE TO SIP:
Moët & Chandon: (Epernay) Moët & Chandon’s cellars
are the largest in the region, comprised of more
than 17 miles of bottle-lined tunnels. A tasting of the
champagnes of your choice including Moët Imperial,
Rosé Imperial and Grand Vintage follows cellar tours.
Veuve Clicquot: (Reims) You know the famous label,
now walk in the footsteps of Madame Clicquot and
discover what makes this champagne so special. Tours
and tastings of various durations are offered, including
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Mike DeSimone and Jeff Jenssen, also known
as the World Wine Guys, are wine, spirits,
food and travel writers. When not traversing
the globe, they divide their time between
their homes in NYC and southern Spain. They
are the Entertaining and Lifestyle Editors for
Wine Enthusiast magazine and their articles
and photographs have appeared in Wine
Enthusiast, Wine Spectator and Saveur. Mike
and Jeff have been guests on Martha Stewart’s
Hallmark Channel show, The TODAY Show, and
NBC, FOX and CBS. Please visit them on
www.worldwineguys.com.
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