
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.2: IMPERIALISM & NATION-STATE FORMATION 
 

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION WAS A DOMESTIC PHENOMENON THAT HAD 
INTERNATIONAL CONSEQUENCES.  THE MOST VISIBLE OF THESE IS THE GROWTH 
OF EUROPEAN EMPIRES IN THE SEARCH FOR MARKETS & MATERIALS. 

 

 

 

 IMPERIALISM TOOK PLACE DURING THE GOLDEN AGE OF POLITICAL CARTOONS.   
 HERE ARE TWO DEMONSTRATING THE EUROPEANS’ LAND GRABS IN CHINA & AFRICA 

 

THIS WHOLE ENTERPRISE WAS 
FACILITATED BY RACIAL POLICIES. 
EUROPEANS JUSTIFIED THEIR 
ACTIONS IN NUMEROUS WAYS.  HERE 
ARE SOME EXAMPLES: 
 
 

1. SOCIAL DARWINISM 
- “WE ARE BETTER BECAUSE OF SCIENCE”  
2. ‘WHITE MAN’s BURDEN’ 
- “WE ARE DOING THIS BECAUSE WE CARE”  

3. COMPETITION 
- “IF WE WEREN’T HERE; SOME OTHER 
WHITE GUYS WOULD BE” 

MANY STATES FROM THE PREVIOUS ERA  
DOUBLED DOWN ON EXISTING COLONIES: 

  BRITISH INDIA      DUTCH INDONESIA 

 

 

EUROPE (later USA, JAPAN) USED 
THEIR INDUSTRIAL ADVANTAGE TO 
BUILD EMPIRE THROUGHOUT ASIA, 
PACIFIC, and AFRICA 

METHODS USED BY THE ‘WEST’:  

DIPLOMACY 
 

WARFARE  

                     LAND ACQUIRED  
             VIA TREATY 

 

 

LAND ACQUIRED & 
MAINTAINED  
VIA TECH. 
ADVANTAGE 
 

 

    BERLIN CONFERENCE 1884 
 

 

  BELGIANs IN THE CONGO 
 

 ECONOMIC IMPERIALI$M 

 
 

 TERM TO KNOW: SETTLER COLONY 
  FOREIGN FAMILY UNITS ‘SETTLE’ IN NEW COLONY. AS LOCAL 
  POPULATION DECREASES, FOREIGNERS TAKE THAT LAND. 
  GENERALLY SEEN AS RACIALLY SUPERIOR TO INDIGENOUS. 

 
  EXAMPLES:  

KENYA  ZIMBABWE             AUSTRALIA 
SOUTH AFRICA ALGERIA                
MOZAMBIQUE AMERICAN FRONTIER 

 

  NOT ALL ACTS OF IMPERIALISM  
  REQUIRED A TOTAL TAKEOVER OF 
  PRE-EXI$TING POLITICAL 
  $TRUCTURE$.  OFTEN IT WAS  
  MORE LUCRATIVE TO DOMINATE  
  THEM ECONOMICALLY. EXAMPLE$: 

 

         OPIUM WAR 
 

 

WESTERN ARRIVAL INFLUENCED BOTH 
THE FORMATION & CONTRACTION OF 
STATES AROUND THE WORLD: 

FORMATION: 

CONTRACTION: 

 

         AMERICAN  
  MANIFEST DESTINY 

 

      RUSSIAN  
    EXPANSION 

 

MEIJI JAPAN 

 

  THE AP FOCUSES HERE ON THE DISSOLUTION OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE: 

 

      BALKAN  
       INDEP. 

 

      EGYPTIAN  
     SEMI-INDEP. 

 

    EUROPEANS  
  NORTH AFRICA  

              DEVELOPMENT OF NEW STATES: 
 

          RISE OF NATIONALISM: GERMANY, LIBERIAN 

 
                                          CHEROKEE, SIAM, ZULU, HAWAII 


