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“This is Chick-Lit is a wonderful compilation of
talented and diverse authors. It’s funny, a little edgy,
thoughtful, and thoroughly entertaining.”

Nelson DeMille, author of Plum Island

T H E

E D I T O R

Lauren Baratz-Logsted

Fondly,

The result: THIS IS CHICK-LIT. My fondest hope is not that
you will choose between the two collections – despite what my
colleague Ms. Merrick has said, this isn’t a war here, although
it has felt like one at times – but that you’ll read both and that
there will be enjoyment to be had from both.

It seemed as though the collection was conceived to look down
at a whole group of women writers and their readers. But soon
afterwards, I envisioned a very different collection and I was
fortunate enough to have some of the leading lights of chick-lit
climb onboard with me. Our collection would make a positive
statement about what the genre is; it would debunk the
Manolos and Cosmos stereotype by showcasing the
breathtaking diversity of writers, featuring stories that, while
chick-friendly in plot, are invested with important themes.

When the collection This Is Not Chick Lit, edited by Elizabeth
Merrick, was announced, nearly ever writer of chick-lit I know,
not to mention fans, became incensed.

Dear friends,

F R O M

(214) 750-4656 or laura@benbellabooks.com.

contributors, please contact Laura Watkins,

arrange an interview with the editor and/or

To request additional review copies or to

To read more of this review and other news,
please visit thisischicklit.com.
***Content is added daily***

point goes to the chick-lit girls.”

this round of the culture wars, at least, the

maturing genre a little more seriously. In

beginnings, show that it’s time to take this

chick lit beyond its Bridget Jonesian

you: I was wrong. These stories, which take

often sneered at chick lit … I’m here to tell

“Like a lot of snotty literary types, I have

Here’s what Priya Jain, reviewer for Bust Magazine had to
say about THIS IS CHICK-LIT:

NEWS & REVIEWS

M E E T T H E W R I T E R S (con’t.)
High. Cara lives with her husband in Chicago, where she is
currently at work on her next novel.
Ariella Papa is the author of the novels On The Verge, Up &
Out and Bundle of Joy? She is also a freelance television writer
and producer. She lives in Brooklyn with her husband Mike and
her dog Sophie.
Kayla Perrin lives in Southwestern Ontario and has twenty-six
published titles including romance, mainstream and children’s
fiction. She is a USA Today best-selling author and has won
several awards, including twice winning a spot on the Romance
Writers of America “Top Ten Favorite Books of the Year” list, a
Career Achievement Award from Romantic Times magazine and
an Arts Acclaim Award from the city of Brampton. Kayla’s novel
Sweet Honesty was optioned for a movie of the week.
Rachel Pine is the author of The Twins of Tribeca. She is
currently director of marketing and communications for
Doubledown Media, LLC, the publisher of Trader Monthly and
other magazines. She is also a contributor to the Huffington Post.
She lives in New York City and Southampton.
Gena Showalter is the prolific author of sexy paranormal
romances, fun contemporaries, an alien huntress series and
young adult novels.
Author of His Insignificant Other, Karen Siplin, was born in
Brooklyn and received her Bachelor of Arts degree in film
production from CUNY’s Hunter College. Her second novel, Such
a Girl, was a Main Selection of Black Expressions Book Club in
2005. She has worked as a telephone operator at the Four
Seasons Hotel in New York City and as a celebrity personal
assistant.
Heather Swain is the author of two novels, Eliot’s Banana and
Luscious Lemon, and the editor of Before: Short Stories About
Pregnancy. She lives in Brooklyn with her husband, two children
and dog.
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The debate between chick-lit and
literary fiction has heated up!

A new anthology sets out to show chick is lit…
This is that anthology. THIS IS CHICK-LIT.

Chick-lit’s unprecedented success has proven its popularity with
readers . . . but not with critics, or the literary fiction writers
critics love. It’s been called “frivolous” and “bubble gum,” accused
of a preoccupation with fancy cocktails and overpriced shoes, and
indicted for its supposed lack of intelligence and literary merit.
Tired of being the literary underclass, chick-lit writers are finally
fighting back—in style.

Welcome to chick-lit’s coming-out party. Here, eighteen of
today’s hottest authors set out to prove that chick is lit—that
fiction by, about, and for women is as meaningful, as rewarding,
and as worthy of respect as any other writing out there.

THIS IS CHICK-LIT celebrates what it means to write chick-lit
and to read it—and shows once and for all that you shouldn’t
judge a book by its pastel cover.

- Ariella Papa
- Kayla Perrin
- Rachel Pine
- Gena Showalter
- Karen Siplin
- Heather Swain
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Raelynn Hillhouse has slipped across closed borders,
smuggled jewels and been recruited as a spy by two of the world’s
most notorious intelligence services (they failed). The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch wrote that “she’s truly like James Bond and

Karin Gillespie is the author of the Bottom Dollar Girl series.
Her latest release is Dollar Daze. Karin maintains a popular
publishing industry blog called Southern Comfort at
karingillespie.com. She is also the founder of the Girlfriends’
Cyber Circuit, a virtual tour for women novelists.

Johanna Edwards is an award-winning journalist and
radio/TV producer. Her first novel, The Next Big Thing, debuted
on the national bestseller list where it remained for nearly three
months. Johanna’s second novel, Your Big Break, was also a
bestseller. Johanna lives in Memphis, Tennessee, where she is
currently at work on her next book.

Jennifer Coburn is a chick-lit writer living in San Diego with
her husband, William, and their daughter, Katie. She is the
author of The Wife of Reilly, Reinventing Mona and Tales from
the Crib. Coburn’s debut novel has been optioned for film by
Freedom Productions and Gold Circle Films. Her fourth novel, a
sequel to Tales, will be released in February 2007.

Novelist and screenwriter Deanna Carlyle is co-founder of the
International Women’s Fiction Festival held each year in Matera,
Italy, and originator of the popular online listserv “Chick-lit:
Women’s Fiction Markets and Tips.”

Editor and contributor, Lauren Baratz-Logsted lives in
Danbury, Connecticut, with her husband Greg Logsted and their
daughter Jackie. Lauren is the author of the published novels The
Thin Pink Line, Crossing the Line, A Little Change of Face and
How Nancy Drew Saved My Life, all dark comedies; Vertigo, a
literary novel set in the Victorian era with erotic and suspense
undertones; and the forthcoming Young Adult novel Angel’s
Choice. Lauren also has an essay in BenBella’s Jane Austenthemed anthology Flirting with Pride & Prejudice.

M E E T

Cara Lockwood is the author of I Do (But I Don’t), which was
made into a movie for Lifetime Television, as well as I Did (But I
Wouldn’t Now), Dixieland Sushi, Pink Slip Party and Wuthering

Caren Lissner’s humorous first novel, Carrie Pilby, was
published in 2003. She lives in Hoboken, New Jersey, where she
serves as the editor of the Hudson Reporter newspaper chain. She
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1993.

Stephanie Lehmann is the author of Thoughts While Having
Sex, Are You in the Mood?, The Art of Undressing and You Could
Do Better. Her plays have been produced off-off-Broadway and is
a contributor to Salon. Originally from San Francisco, she’s a
graduate of the University of California at Berkeley and has a
master’s in English from New York University. Stephanie now
lives with her husband and two children in Manhattan.

Harley Jane Kozak, lives in Topanga Canyon, California, with
her husband, two big dogs and three small children. Her debut
novel, Dating Dead Men, won the Agatha, Anthony and Macavity
awards. Its sequel, Dating is Murder, came out last spring, and
she’s now writing number three, working-titled Dead Ex.

Nationally best-selling author Julie Kenner’s first book hit the
stores in February of 2000, and she’s been on the go ever since,
with more than 20 titles to her credit. Her books have won
numerous awards and have hit bestseller lists as varied as USA
Today, Waldenbooks, Barnes & Noble and Locus magazine. She
writes a range of stories, from sexy and quirky romances to chicklit suspense (The Givenchy Code) to paranormal mommy lit
(Carpe Demon and California Demon).

Andrea Schicke Hirsch has been a bookseller, freelance editor
and copywriter, teacher and paralegal. She studied Theatre and
English at Fordham University and has a master’s degree in
education from the University of Bridgeport. A Connecticut
native, she lives in Wilton, Connecticut, with her family.

Indiana Jones all rolled into one.” Her widely acclaimed first
novel, Rift Zone, draws from her experiences. Her next novel,
Outsourced is due out May 2007). A former professor and
Fulbright fellow, she lives in Hawaii.
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Web-Exclusive Reviews: Fiction
-- Publishers Weekly, 9/18/2006
EVERYTHING’S COMING UP ROSIE
Kasey Michaels. HQN, $6.99 (384p) ISBN 9780373771271
The week-long pre-wedding house party for Doug Llewellyn’s cousin Lili-beth is slated to be the social gathering of
the decade—or a seven-day ordeal of shrill matchmaking and grim self-reflection, as it would seem to Doug—in this
latest contemporary romance from Michaels (Stuck in Shangri-La). Handsome, intelligent, witty—and “matrimonially
un-catchable,”—Doug is a successful 40-year-old Philadelphia architect dreading the tireless matchmaking efforts of
Lili-beth’s mother. Ditto for sassy, independent web-site designer Rosie Kilgannon. With no graceful way out, Rosie
and Doug figure “us victims have to stick together,” and proceed to undo Bettie’s best-laid plans. Meanwhile, disaster
rules at the pre-nuptial festivities: the groom is showing a dark side, Bettie is methodically bedding each of the band
members, the wedding planner drinks more than she pours, and Lili-beth isn’t sure she wants to get married after
all. Lots of flirting, slap-stick antics and eccentric characters, including light-fingered 85-year-old Aunt Susanna and
Lili-beth’s secretive childhood friend Delbert, make this a cheerful, lighthearted read. (Sept.)
THIS IS CHICK LIT
Edited by Lauren Baratz-Logsted. BenBella, $14.95 paper (274p) ISBN 9781933771014
Defending the much-maligned genre, recently dealt a slap with the Elizabeth Merrick-edited collection This is Not
Chick Lit, author and former PW reviewer Baratz-Logsted has produced a comeback anthology that asks, “Are women
really criticizing each other about what they’re reading?” Though they may be, the ensuing conversation is producing
grist for hungry authors. This round up of 18 chick lit tales offers plenty of enthusiasm and creativity, but suffers in
the inevitable comparison to This is Not. The authors here, including Jennifer Coburn, Gena Showalter, Karin
Gillespie, Johanna Edwards and Rachel Pine, have produced undeniably lively, inventive stories that pair expected
elements (jerk ex-boyfriends, jealous girlfriends, insecure spinsters, unruly toddlers and demanding mothers)
alongside spies, ghosts, futuristic dating databases, third eyes and house-size pumpkins. Authors also get to cheer
on their genre in notes that follow each story; “I loved Chick-Lit before Chick Lit was even a genre,” gushes Cara
Lockwood at the conclusion of “The Commitment Phobe,” a story about a relationship in which “either he will marry
her, or she will kill him.” Unfortunately, the stories are by and large marred with ho-hum dialogue, clichéd characters
and unpolished endings, ultimately working to reinforce claims that chick lit trades smarts and craftsmanship for easy
laughs and themes that pander to female audiences. Enjoyable and eager, this will please fans who took umbrage at
the Merrick gang’s salvo, but probably won’t win any converts. (Sept.)
THE TUNNEL RATS
Stephen Leather. Hodder (Trafalgar Square, dist.), $9.99 (512p) ISBN 9780340689547
In Leather’s latest American release, British Transport Police Sergeant Nick Wright gets territorial when the mutilated
body of an American news photographer turns up in an abandoned railroad tunnel. He’s resentful toward the
Metropolitan police for getting involved, and likes it even less when the FBI joins the manhunt, but he hangs
tenaciously to the case, despite being saddled with an alcoholic partner and a hatful of personal problems. When
another body with identical mutilations is discovered in Bangkok, he begs permission to investigate that murder as
well. By the time he discovers the connection between them, Wright is in over his head and too far in to back out. His
only choice is to move deeper into danger, courting the vengeance of a spook from his past. Leather has a gift for
making pages fly by as bodies pile up, tension builds and clues drop parsimoniously; effective, economical
characterizations give the plot just enough depth to captivate readers without hampering the rapid-fire narrative.
(Sept.)
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A Girl's Life

To chick or not to chick, that is the question
by Rachel Aviv
September 14th, 2006 4:40 PM

In The New York Times Book
Review last year, Curtis Sittenfeld
wrote that labeling a book chick lit This Is Not Chick Lit
is like calling a woman a slut. The
Edited by Elizabeth Merrick
genre is too easy; there's no
Random House, 321 pp., $13.95
challenge, she argued. This Is Not
Chick Lit, a collection of stories by
This Is Chick-Lit
"America's best women writers,"
Edited by Lauren Baratz-Logsted
including Sittenfeld, Aimee Bender, BenBella Books, 274 pp., $14.95
and Francine Prose, presents the
idea that fast-selling novels about girls who fulfill all their dreams—
namely, catching a man—is somehow a threat to literary fiction. The
characters in the collection have little in common with one another;
they've all moved beyond the candy world of gossipy co-workers and
clean resolutions. In one of the best pieces, Jennifer Egan tops the bitchy
boss trope with a story about a New York publicist who has the worst
client of all: a genocidal dictator who's murdered millions.
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Most stories are funny and inventive, although the book lacks purpose
compared to the anthology it inspired called This Is Chick-Lit—"born out of
anger," notes editor Lauren Baratz-Logsted. The first piece, Jennifer
Coburn's "Two Literary Chicks," dramatizes the rift among female writers
with the tidiness of a school play. Jo and Marley took the same fiction
class at NYU, but Jo has written a bestselling novel while Marley and her
"smarty-pants posse" are still describing drapery as "a metaphor for the
tragic frailty of life." "Oh please," Jo says, "How 'bout a plot?" Then they
swap manuscripts: Marley reads Jo's "bubblegum" book, tries on her Juicy
Couture workout suit, and realizes " how very funny life is." True to
stereotype, the stories that follow are glib and goal-oriented and focus on
well-dressed women afraid of being 30. The book doesn't try to defend
itself against the insult of acting like a girl.
"Who ever heard of such a thing in publishing," writes Baratz-Logsted in
her preface. "What next . . . This Is Not a Literary Coming-of-Age Story?"
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