Exodus 18:17
“So	
  Moses’	
  father-in-law	
  said	
  to	
  him,	
  ‘The	
  thing	
  that	
  you	
  do	
  is	
  not	
  good.'”
As the leader of the congregation of Israel, Moses was sought out for advice for the
issues of everyday life. Whenever people had a dispute with a neighbor or a family
crisis, they would set up an appointment with Moses, who would give them godly
counsel. While it was good for Moses to be available to the people, and
understandable that they wanted to meet with their pastor, this schedule was not
good for either Moses or the people. Jethro, as an outsider, was able to see the
flaw with this approach right away and counseled Moses. The solution to the
problem would be in raising up good, gifted and godly men who could assist him in
the ministry. This approach will prove to be God’s method down through the ages.
Whether it is the nation of Israel or the local church, God is in the business of
reproducing leaders. The way this happens is that godly people are given ministry
opportunities. It would take great faith on the part of Moses to let go of some of
his ministry and put into the hands of others. It would take great faith from the
people to trust that God would speak as clearly through another as He had through
Moses. And it would take great faith from this new group of “Pastors” that God
would speak to them, and through them, when they met with the people. When
Jethro’s advice was followed and this system implemented, we find that an entire
new generation of leaders will be raised up to serve the Lord.
God has established a method of ministry that is sustainable. It is not built on the
strength, gifts or leadership ability of one man, but on the fact that God will use
anyone who is devoted to Him. Perhaps the proper response to this passage of
Scripture is to seek to become a person who God will choose to use. The more we
set ourselves apart to the Lord, focus on growing in Christ, and learn the Word of
God, the more ready we will be when the time comes to raise up another
generation to do the work of God.
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