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For surely I know the plans I have
for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope.
-Jeremiah 29:11

Pastor’s Letter
Friends,
Several sermons this past year have invoked the metaphor of exile to describe the church in the 21st
century. In many ways, the 20th Century was indeed a “Christian Century,” to borrow the title of a
popular periodical. The church was in a position of privilege in society, and church membership was
virtually assumed. As the 20th century came to a close, participation in Mainline Protestant churches
began declining, and now all institution religion is in decline. We have been exiled from the land we
once knew.
The prophet Jeremiah spoke powerful words to a people in exile. In the 29th chapter of his book, he
called the exiles in Babylon to “build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce… seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf,
for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” They were to do this because God had plans for them, for
their welfare and not their harm, to give them a future with hope.
This past year FPC has been laying the foundation for our future. Encore Park has sprouted and is beginning to bear fruit, literally and figuratively. A Building Committee has been exploring needed maintenance matters on our sanctuary, as well as the possibility of enhancing our space to increase accessibility and flexibility, and to recover some the sancutary’s original grandeur. A Strategic Planning
Team has been working with the Session in discerning God’s vision for our congregation’s tomorrows.
In the midst of all this, we’ve been continuing those core practices of ministry: worshipping, learning,
serving, loving one another in Christ’s name. The following pages detail the work of this ministry, and all
the ways we seek to live into God’s plans for our future, a future filled with hope.

In Christ,

The Rev. Joe Clifford, D.Min.
Pastor, Head of Staff

Administration
Accounting/Finance
2015 was another year of positive transition for our Accounting/Finance department as our Staff and
Volunteers continue to work together in the monthly reporting of the activities of our entities and our
funds. In addition to the church’s General and Special Funds, the department works with Community
Ministries, Meal Services, Encore Park-Dallas, the FPC Developmental Day School, and the FPC Foundation preparing payroll, financial statements, tax returns, and our audits. In 2015, the 2014 audit was
completed and we received another clean report. We are already at work on the 2015 audit and
plan to have it wrapped up this spring. We are in the final stages of implementing our new accounting system – Intacct. With it we are able to streamline some of our reporting processes while maintaining accuracy and improving our reporting capabilities. We look forward to a wonderful 2016!

The Rev. Karl Schwarz
Executive Director

2015 Finance Committee

Jeff Jones, Chair of Finance Committee
Jim O’Bannon, Vice-chair
Scott Storm, FPC Treasurer
Buddy Jordan, FPC Assistant Treasurer
Harold Hall, FPC Assistant Treasurer
Philip Higginbotham, FPC Foundation Treasurer
Jerry Grissom
Bob Engram
Marty Coleman, ad hoc
Karl Schwarz, Executive Director
Denise Dempsey, Controller
Lee Hutchins, CM Director of Development

Administration and Human Resources
We have had a very busy and productive year!
Celebrated several significant staff anniversaries:
• Rudy Andrade – 5 years
• Betty Heckman – 5 years
• Ashlee Hueston – 5 years
• Dwayne Murr – 10 years
• Robert Thompson – 10 years
• Robert Viking – 5 years
We also welcomed Wilson Nicholson as Communications Coordinator, Kathryn Sramek as CM Assistant, and Tracy Cunniff as full time Kitchen Assistant.
With the new organizational plan in place we were able to move forward with ideas and projects:
• Staff training sessions were scheduled and have been successful. Beginning in the 4th quarter
of 2015, all staff were required to attend these sessions. The subject of the first session was Child
Abuse Prevention. The second session was on Sexual Harassment and Bullying in the work place.
Several sessions have been planned for 2016.
•

4

The Administrative staff helped with managing the traffic in and out of the church garage during the Marathons.

Administration
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Tracy Cunniff was hired under the supervision of Margaret Ashley,
to provide meals for the Day School.
We began the search for a Director of Facilities.
The Hospitality Team along with the help of Kathy Price, created
ornaments to be decorated and hosted a table at the Advent
Festival. The ornaments were placed on the Welcome Center
Christmas Tree to make it the FPC Family Christmas Tree. Thanks
to everyone who helped by decorating an ornament.
The administrative staff assisted the Day School Board and staff
with their October 12th In-service.
The Hospitality Team with the assistance of Deborah Appleton
updated the photos in Church Street and updated the Visitor
Bags. They will continue to keep them current throughout the
year.
The Hospitality Team continues to work on new and updated
policies and procedures.
The staff gathered on Dec. 1 for a Christmas lunch hosted by the
Personnel Committee. A “Tacky Christmas Sweater” contest was
enjoyed by all. Winners were Carrie Laney and Marvin Kuers.
Eight staff members attended the 2015 Southwest Regional Administrative Personnel Association annual conference in New Orleans. This conference provided many outstanding classes with
strong leaders including: Church Polity, Spiritual Growth, Legal
Matters, Churches in Transition, Statistical Reporting, and Office
Administration, to name a few. Kathy Price received her Level III
certification. Level III certification requires completing 185 hours
of class time. Kathy Price and Margaret LaPlante are members
of the Southwest APA Board.
FPC hosted several events for groups outside the church including: Arts and Letters Live, General Assembly Mission Leadership Team Meeting, National Association of Business Administrators, Administrative Personnel Association SW Region Board meeting,
A Sister’s Gift, Dart Public Meeting, Children’s Chorus of Greater Dallas - weekly, Rotary Chorus
– weekly, Regional All Stars Meetings.

Lori Ferguson

Director of Administration and Human Resources

2015 Personnel Committee

Margaret Ashley, Food Service Manager
Caryn Carson, Chair
		Ruthell Reedy, Kitchen Assistant
Leah Jordan Swindle
		Tracy Cunniff, Kitchen Assistant
Sara Ponton, Events Manager
		Michael Kuers, Events Assistant
		Dwayne Murr, Events Assistant
Wilson Nicholson, Communications Coordinator
Kathy Price, Congregational Life and Worship and Music Coordinator
Carol White, Pastor’s Assistant and Christian Education Coordinator
Beth Hernandez, Membership Assistant and Receptionist
Margaret LaPlante, Part Time Assistant
Linda Smith, Part Time Assistant

Rick Gillham
Lucy Richards
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Administration
FPC Property & Risk
It has been almost two years since I came on staff. You may
recall that in 2014 we decided to reorganize Facilities into two
new departments, Events and Property & Risk. Sara Ponton
continues to focus on Events with the full-time help of Michael
Kuers and Dwayne Murr. John Maxwell, Larry Smith and I are
focused on the maintenance of the property. I am also engaged in renewal of insurance, emergency / business continuity / disaster planning and safety. In 2015, we made one more
reporting change in that the IT/Communications department
(Marvin Kuers) reports directly to Karl Schwarz, our Executive Director, instead of reporting to Property & Risk.
In 2015 we continued to learn more about the property and
identified areas where we had been doing a good job and
those that needed improvement. We handled over 500 work
(fac help) tickets and completed 70 small projects.
In addition we:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Reinvested in the Byrd Hall Kitchen: all new gas piping, new ice machine, renewed the walk in
cooler, repaired the stove, reworked storage, removed the old steam table and created a new
food prep area, a new disposal, created a new kitchen storage area and currently working on
new floor drains and reworking the hot water supply.
Installed automatic door openers at key entrances and restrooms.
Continued the process of correcting HVAC control issues pervasive across the church related to
the Delta control software. This has solved the past humidity issues in the church.
Removed the last of the known hazardous materials/chemicals, some of which had been stored/
accumulated in the church for 15 years or more.
Cleaned up all the mechanical and electrical spaces; improved the shop’s organization
Caught up on Drane Center repairs.
Replaced and certified (green tag) the new Fire Alarm panel at the Church and will certify the
new panel at the Stewpot in January.
Installed back up HVAC for the Parkland clinic to protect expensive medications.
Recircuited the garage lights to allow the addition of a timer to turn off lights at night.
Solved an issue in our condenser water loop where the resulting temperature spikes were causing our chemical treatment piping to blow out and the chiller to go off line.
Created a fire evacuation process for the church building and improved our overall emergency
response capabilities.
Installed lighting and a hanging system for the donated art collection now hanging in the third
floor adult education wing.

Administration
Pat’s vision for the future of FPC property:
•
•

Add a calendar of maintenance items by month which will include proactive management of
suppliers/contractors and items in need of inspection / attention.
The HVAC added on the roof during the renovation for Anderson Commons is sized to also serve
the choir/K-room floor and the adult classroom floor. Completing this project would eliminate
two of our three oldest air handlers and eliminate a poorly placed split system that does the
choir room. The unit is so large that it runs very inefficiently while only serving Anderson Common.

•

Use the old incinerator shaft to provide outside make-up air for kitchen hood.

•

Improvement of exterior signage and lighting to be more effective and energy efficient.

•

Add loading dock and trash facility other than having to use the Welcome Center where trucks
pick up trash and recycle in front of the church.

•

Create a new location for the computer and network equipment where we can provide better
security and 24 hour cooling.

•

Build a new central location for managing security of the campus on both sides of Young Street.
This would eliminate the old guard shack at the garage entrance.

•

Construct an automated access system utilizing tags for the garage that would increase security
while reducing some of the manned security hours. This could also allow for garage access any
time of day and eliminate the occasional situation where a car has been locked in the garage.

•

Complete a masonry restoration of the exterior of the 1912 building. It’s not in bad shape but
there is a 100 years of wear and dirt.

Pat Bywaters
FPC Property & Risk Manager

Information Technology
Information Technology (‘FPC Tech’) provides the infrastructure, equipment, and software for our six
organizations to work and communicate. FPC Tech also anticipates future need and designs networks
to provide resources necessary to support the programs of current and future FPC organizations. We ensure this happens internally within the needs of our organizations and externally with our congregation
and the world. Our security systems emphasize protecting our electronic resources and storing needed
electronic files. While each organization has its own initiatives and needs, our services are designed to
leverage a common network infrastructure in ways that most economical meet each group’s day-today operations.
The equipment supported and maintained throughout our network includes over 200 primary user devices and another 200 network devices. User devices include PCs, laptops, tablets, phones, and projectors. Portable ‘Guest’ devices are provided for Internet support for both members and those that work in
or around our church. Network devices include servers, network switches, firewalls, cameras, recorders,
monitors and broadcast equipment as well as many other devices. We support 170 phone connections
divided into six organizational groups. We provide separate networks for each type of user and security
requirements.
FPC provides the users of our network with the software, support, training and updates they need to support their ministries, whether that software runs locally on our servers, in the ‘cloud’ on private servers, or
through internet services. We provide email services to FPC, the Stewpot, and the Day School. We have
over a thousand user licenses for software that we maintain and update for the church.
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Congregational Life
Loving one another in Christ’s name takes many forms at FPC, often through activities sponsored by
the Council we call Congregational Life. As with the church as a whole, Congregational Life has been
laying foundations for the future of God’s work in our corner of the world – and hopefully, beyond. As
a council we are taking a deeper look at our way of doing ‘teams’ – to enhance the sustainability and
maintain their flexibility to respond to needs which arise. The 2015 Congregational Life Council has
faithfully addressed needs of the congregation in creative ways, directing and maintaining numerous
ministries to enhance belonging in this Body of Christ.
From Membership to Fellowship to Congregational Care, fresh ideas have launched new programs
and enhanced those already a part of FPC – and also created systems which lighten the load on individuals and share the wealth of opportunities for service. New energy has been palpable – with measurable results – focused by use of the team model we have been employing for several years now.
The membership team has welcomed 54 new members in 2015, while grieving as a congregation
for those now experiencing life eternal. Bringing in new members is only the beginning– welcoming
and incorporating them can make a life-changing difference. Several of these newer members now
help to broaden and deepen our efforts of welcoming all, as through the revitalization of First Friends.
Research on our processes resulted in new language – people who come to us are our ‘guests’ – not
just ‘visitors’ – an apt semantic change to reflect our practice and desire. Two well-attended newcomers’ classes explained and welcomed discussion about our heritage and how we work together to be
God’s people –and two parties at the Cliffords’ celebrated the fresh breath of new life at FPC that all
new members bring. New and improved guest bags, with the help of the Hospitality staff team, give
guests a feel for FPC’s way of being and invite them to explore where they feel drawn. And our Greeters’ team, tripled in size, continues to grow in both numbers and scope – adding, this year, the ability
to greet at memorial services in addition to regular worship.
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Congregational Life
People are finding ways to fit in at First Presbyterian, often through the efforts of Fellowship teams.
Sometimes foundational work simply means tweaking existing programs to open them up – sometimes
it means establishing new ones. For the first time in many years, a significant number of new members
attended both Mo-Ranch (16) and Pine Cove (19). Dinner D’8 (small groups which gather for dinner
6-10 times a year) welcomed new leadership, and has 10 groups meeting regularly. Will Pryor (new to
the congregation) had an idea which launched FPC’s first entry in the MLK Parade – with 28 from FPC
marching. The Church Picnic, co-sponsored by the FPC Foundation, had over 200 in attendance.
Keenagers, an inclusive on-going fellowship group including some of the foundational members of
FPC, offered a wide variety of activities year-round. Spring offered Mr. John Luckadoo, a humble and
decorated WWII veteran, a trip to the Perot Museum, Ennis for Bluebonnets, the Heritage Farmstead
Museum in Plano and lunch at Big State. Summer found them once again celebrating the Fourth of
July at the Buchanan’s home and enjoying Game Days in the Parlor. Fall led many to City Hall for
the city council meeting on DART, supporting FPC and our own Rev. Dr. Joe Clifford, who was the
program guest the following month, followed by a trip to the C.R. Smith Museum (American Airline
Museum). December celebrations included performances by the Day School children and the Dallas
Police Choir.
Congregational Care teams continue to expand their scope of service. Stitch and Prayer created and
delivered 9 shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets. Circles of Friends created six new teams, making 15
total at FPC. Home Communion served 16-18 of our homebound members each month, utilizing 4 different teams of servers to ensure a meaningful experience to server and recipient alike. Pastors’ Aides
& Visitation teams continue to keep close track of our homebound & hospitalized people with regular
monthly visits to 24 members, Transportation and Handy Hands have completed 3-4 projects each
month, and Care Kitchen continues to do amazing work – preparing over 83 individual meals – and
one ‘perfect potluck’ (13 contributions) in 2015. Stephen Ministry has kept available ministers assigned
and active to provide one on one on-going care – and has launched a new training class, to be commissioned in January 2016. Celebrate Life shared joy with FPC individuals via cards, baptismal certificates & books personalized with calligraphy, and more. The Flower Delivery team shared the beauty
of our sanctuary flowers with those unable to attend. And, our newest team, the Sunday Lunch Bunch,
welcomes all to Sunday Lunches in Byrd Hall and accepts their money to defray expenses. All these
teams benefit from the excitement generated from the annual Stewardship Fair. It’s all about sharing
ourselves with one another – structured so that each gets to do what they love to do, when they can
do it.
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Congregational Life
Additional projects undertaken include van service to and from PVN, and the wonderful addition of automatic door openers, thanks to our property staff – both of which make our FPC more accessible to our
members and our guests. Thanks to Steve Foster, repairs have been made on the current Columbarium,
and plans for a future expansion are well underway for this resource to our congregation – a way to stay
a part of FPC forever.
All these ministries have a side benefit for people who follow Jesus - knowing that what you do makes a
difference to another is part of what it means to be the Body of Christ. In 2015, over 400 people served
in Congregational Life ministries; we pray that their service was one of mutual sharing of the life of Christ –
one to the other, and back again. For when ministry is service rather than help, all are on an even plane,
and all find meaning in the encounter.

The Rev. Wendy Fenn

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life

Congregational Life Staff:
Congregational Life
Kathy Price, Coordinator of Congregational Life
Council members:
Beth Hernandez, Administrative Assistant for Membership
Isabel Coubrough
Bonnie Edwards, Fellowship & Membership
Carol Ferguson
Debbie Reinhardt-Young, Senior Adults and Congregational
Beth Foster
Care
Jim Hyland
Rev. Wendy Fenn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Life
Mary Joiner
Leah Jordan
Jane Ann McGee
Moderators: Jay Evans and John Herron
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Congregational Life
Membership
In the past five years, FPC has added 240 members – an
average of 48 per year. During 2015 the following changes
took place in the church records:
New members: 54
Deceased:18
Transferred out: 9
Removed: 3
In Memorium 2015
Christina Bobadilla
Barry Coleman
Robert Collop
Shirley Cox
Jim Ewing
Iris Fox
Debbie Holmes
Leslie Kemp
Renee Kennedy
Radiance Lamptey*
New Members
Noah Aamold
Geraldine Abu
Betty Ballard
Zoe Brass
Mary Breuillette
David Burrell
Teresa Byrd
Wayne Davis
Laura Eder
Carol Elliott
Jacqueline Espinal
Martin Futrell
Rebecca Gentry
Rick Gentry
Ashley Gay Graham
Chuck Halsey
Claudia Halsey
Michael Hasenauer
Sarah Hasenauer

Pamela Leader
Keevin Mishima
Roscoe (Roc) Mitchell, Jr.
Liz Orwig
Martha Jo Pittenger
Gladys Romine
Louise Storm
Eugene Teasley
O.H Wood
*a child of the church

Rosa Hernandez
Charles Hicks
Kathy Tyner Hicks
Jodi Higginbotham
Hal Hopson
Martha Hopson
Kate Hosterman
Brooke Knox
Jackson Knox
Sofia LeBlanc
Mallory Legg
Cheryl MacLennan
Alfred Martinez
Aubrey Meyers
Dustin Meyers
John Nolley
Christina Nung
Anabelle Oldham
Brad Oldham

Meredith Ford O’Neal
Jennifer Pekowski
Randy Pekowski
Glenda Power
James Prothro
Holly Reed
John Roadman
Sasha Soucek
Denis Tibah
Erin Trojan
Robert Trotta
Andy Villasenor
Alane Wilson
Isabel Parker Wyatt
Teresa Zacarias
Aaron Zeman
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Congregational Life
Members for 50+ Years
Name
Janita Wells
Beverly Haden
Charles Cone
Joan Mead
Charles McKnight
Ernestine Naylor
Dorothy Fitzgerald
Nell Baker
Joe Brockette
Bob Hogg
Betty Blackburn
Jody Morgan
Deanna Pomeroy
Jane Waak
Charlotte Allison
Bess Blanchette
Dorothy Holt
Carolyn Walton
Joy McMinn
Peggy Hogg
Sally Kindred
Bob Schmidt
Madeline Moore
Leila Cunningham
Yvonne Parks
Elsa Miller
Jane Halebian
Marshall Kindred
Amy Horby
Helen Warden
Naomi Murray
Eleanor Otto
Betty Collop
Ann Perkins
Evelyn Osborn
Marilynn McKnight
Jim Fitzgerald
David Kerr
Jeannie Kerr
Bob Click
Wilson Smith
Martha Wertheimer
Bobbie Adrian
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# of Years
86
84
83
75
73
73
72
71
68
68
67
67
67
67
67
67
66
65
64
64
63
63
63
62
62
62
62
62
61
61
61
60
60
60
60
59
59
59
59
59
58
58
58

Name
Nita McElreath
Jim Echols
Jane Echols
Jo Frances Hickey
Peggy Dupuy
Carmella Brockette
Zoe Stafford
John Eickmeyer
Bruce Gardiner
Peter Thornton
Edward Beanland
Mike Haney
Monroe Waak
Corinne Moore
Anna Curry
Yvonne Reynolds
LoRita Keig
Eric Foster
Brian Smith
John Whitten
Pat Whitten
Mark Hollingsworth
Dan Foster
Dorothy Foster
Ken Pickett
Linda Pickett
Peggy Leeman
David Johns
Alayne Sprague
John Holt
David Brass
Alice Jester
Jane Kincaid
Cindy Alexander
Diane Graifemberg
Les Read
Bob Holmes
Helen Holmes
Josh Holt
Ann Carlson
Warren Johnson
Sammye Caldwell
Graciela Flores

# of Years
58
57
57
57
57
57
57
57
56
56
56
56
56
55
55
55
55
54
54
54
54
53
53
53
53
53
52
52
52
52
52
51
51
51
51
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50

Education
Education Council
The Education Council continues to provide opportunities for learning, faith formation, and community
building for all ages at FPC. These are part of what Joe Clifford calls “core practices of ministry” in his
opening reflections for this annual report. The Council is divided into the ministry areas of Children,
Youth, and Adult.
In 2015 the Education Council:
• Sent 2 lay members and 3 staff to the Association for Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) Annual Event in Baltimore, MA. Miatta Wilson led a workshop entitled “A Glimpse of the Kingdom”
about Grace Day Camp and the Family Mission Trip.
• Hosted Rev. MaryAnn McKibben Dana for a weekend of conversations on the topic “Spirituality
for the Smart Phone Age”. She preached and also spoke to leaders about “Being the Church at
the Speed of Change”.
• Collaborated with other ministry councils for special events to promote faith formation.
Education Council members:
Phyllis Bevel, moderator
Julia Boyce
Harold Hall
Taffy Harris
Colette Thrailkill
Kristin Trojan
Amy Desler
Staff: Camilla Ballard, Bonnie Edwards, Miatta Wilson,
Carol White (Christian Education Coordinator)

13

Education
Adult Education

Adult Education Ministry promotes lifelong learning and faith formation, to offer a future with hope for adults of all ages.
Highlights for 2015:
Many in the congregation participated in the Year of the Bible
reading program: a challenge to read through the Bible in 2015.
The emphasis was supported by monthly keynote speakers, a
Faith and Film lunch and museum tours. Almost 200 participants
signed up, and one adult class used the readings as the basis
for their weekly study and discussion. Keynotes were given by
Joe Clifford, Jamie Clark-Soles, Jim Dees, John Holbert, Cynthia
Logan, David Moessner, Jack Levison, Fran Shelton, Gage Waggoner.
The Lenten theme was The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I
Am” Sayings of Jesus. The emphasis included:
• Eight Lent in the Living Room groups for Bible study in homes.
• Theme Introduction Event with simple practices to incorpo-		

rate into daily routines to reflect on the “I Am” statements.

• Collaborative art installation—to reflect the “I Am” sayings. 		

Location: 1st floor gallery space. FPC members and guests 		
and Stewpot artists participated.

We hosted the Stalcup School of Theology (from Brite Divinity
School) in April and November.
Brown Lecture funds were used for weekend events with MaryAnn McKibben Dana and Friends of the Groom Theater Company presentations (co-sponsored by Education and Worship
Councils).
The Daniel W. Foster Library was dedicated and furnished with
art installations by Brad and Christy Oldham and Charles Facial.
Pathfinders, a new class for young adults was organized.

Bonnie Edwards

Director of Adult Ministries

Adult Education Committee members:
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Julia Boyce, Moderator
Kathryn Carpenter
Brent Edmondson
Ernie Higginbotham
Randall McGee
Donna McKay
Sue St. John

Education
Presbyterian Women

Through Presbyterian Women’s ministries, women of all ages are invited to belong, participate and
grow in the life of faith through education, mission and fellowship.

Features of the 2015 year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ten circles completing a Horizons Bible study entitled Reconciling Paul in May, and beginning a
new study, Come to the Waters, in September.
Stimulating programs, fellowship and tasty lunches at General meetings throughout the year.
First Thursday informal gatherings for a light meal each month, hosted by various women in their
homes.
Support of events at Grace Presbyterian Village and Mi Escuelita (formerly Good Shepherd
Learning Center).
Tenth Annual Women’s Retreat in February “More Than We Can Imagine” was a two-day event
at the Prothro Center, led by Carol Stalcup, who led our first retreat in 2006.
Projects monthly gatherings created these items for children: 4040 finger puppets, 1045 stuffed
animals & pillows for Children’s Medical Center; 80 large stockings for Saturday School; 500
finger puppets for Haiti mission trip. Several times during the year elementary children of FPC
assisted with stuffing pillows. A new thing: in the summer the children and residents of Grace
Presbyterian Village stuffed pillows during the week of Grace Camp.
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Education
Children’s Ministries
In 2015, we continued to focus on providing many faith formation opportunities in different settings for
children and their families.
Our Sunday education program for children continues to be strong.
• Workshop Rotation Model - Our 1st through 4th Graders use the Workshop Rotation Model to
study the same Bible story for a month but through art, music, drama, AV, Games, and Science.
• Exodus Class - The 5th and 6th Graders are studying the New Testament in an overview course
by Augsburg Spark House and have supplemented it with specific emphasis during Dec. on Advent.
• Young Children’s Sunday School Classes – Classes meet in the Drane Early Childhood Building
and engage the children using Cokesbury Deep Blue Curriculum and a preschool curriculum,
written by longtime teacher Betsy Winters and Miatta Wilson.
• Holy Moly - In the summer, our 1st through 4th Graders enjoyed the Holy Moly curriculum which
uses stop action video of the Bible story each week along with discussion and a craft.
• Worship 101 - Worship Education Class for Kindergarteners.
• Children’s Choir Activities – Each Sunday afternoon, Sept. through May, elementary children
meet for music and recreation. The choirs sing in worship almost monthly led by Diana Taylor.
• A caring staff of twelve provides supervision and love for our youngest in childcare on Sundays
and for special events.
Opportunities to build community, learn and serve, beyond Sunday Morning Sunday School included:
• Family Mission Trip - to PCH in Itasca and Waco for 2015 with 34 participants
• Grace Day Camp - at Grace Presbyterian Village with twenty-one 4th through 6th graders
• Connections Camp - the joint Stewpot Kid’s Club and FPC Sunday School 5th and 6th grade
camp in the fall with 38 participants.
• Journey Through Holy Week - participants walk through and watch a dramatization of the Holy
Week Events around the church.
• Advent Festival - A truly intergenerational event with crafts for all ages.
• Vacation Bible School “G-Force: God’s Love in Action” - 120 children and over 60 volunteers
• Marvelous Mission Opportunities - which included the Presbyterian Children’s Home in Waxahachie, Vogel Alcove (childcare for homeless children), and PW projects pillow stuffing.
• Children’s Sabbath Worship
• Elementary Kid’s Night Out and Lock In
• Dallas Children’s Christmas Parade Hospitality – Balloons, stickers, bubbles, and hot chocolate
were given out to parade goers on the street outside the church. Restrooms were available. In
addition, there was a story and music hour ahead of the parade for families with preschoolers.
The Worship Council also provided a brass ensemble playing carols outside.
• FPC Developmental Day School Support – Miatta Wilson provides “chapel time” with two – five
year olds each week Sept. – May so that the children hear the stories of the faith. Diana Taylor
provides music to the children each week as well and shares a Christmas program retelling the Nativity Story for parents and family.
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Education
•

New Music Summer Day Camp – We supported the Worship Council and Diana Taylor with this
new camp which included over 30 children from FPC, the community, and Stewpot Kid’s Club.

Primary faith formation takes place at home with families so we provide resources to families in different
formats.
• Faith Formation Website – There are family activities, book suggestions, parenting articles, website links and seasonal resources. Go to the Children’s Page on the FPC website (www.fpcdallas.
org/children) and click on Faith Formation.
• Kid’s Connection E-news with Family Faith Practice suggestions included.
• SPLASH newsletter – Developmentally appropriate activities for infant through age three to do at
home and a music CD.
• Celebration of Births - a board book provided to parents of new babies.
• Baptism – Family Story Bible (Sparkhouse) and Baptismal Cross presented.
• Bible Presentation – NRSV Bible given to 3rd Graders.
• Family Devotional Magazine - quarterly devotional which complements the Family Story Bible is
provided to families.
• Advent Devotional Calendar – mailed to each family.
• Summer Faith Formation Activity Kit – This summer each family was given a kit with items to create a home worship space as well as suggested activities for each week were provided in a
special Kid’s Connection e-news.

Miatta Wilson

Director of Children’s Ministries
The Children’s Committee of FPC Dallas is grateful to all the volunteer leaders who share their time, gifts,
and their love of God with the children of the church and their families.

2015 Children’s Committee

Miatta Wilson – Director of Children’s Ministries
Diana Taylor – Director of Children’s Music
Delia Rangel – Childcare Coordinator
Ellyn Morgan, Colette Thrailkill – Moderators of Children’s Committee
John Humphreys, Jennifer Dickerson, Jessica Gray, Shay Timmons – Committee Members
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Education
Youth Ministries
Here are highlights of FPC’s youth ministry in 2015
through the lens of those core ministry practices which
Dr. Clifford shared in his letter.
Worshipping—Our youth experienced corporate worship in a variety of settings this past year. Outdoors
at Camp Gilmont, small groups gathered in God’s
name, proclaimed the Word, gave thanks to God,
and departed in God’s name. At Austin College,
senior high youth worshipped with hundreds of other
Presbyterian young people and adults at the annual
mid-winter retreat known as SHYC. For our own congregation, FPC youth led worship the first Sunday in
March with seniors Cassie Legg, Avery Young, Elise
Stewart, and Jordan Hall preaching on Romans 5:111. Members of the Confirmation Class led the session in Evening Prayer during the months of February,
March and April. Summer brought opportunities to
worship at Mo-Ranch and with the Corrymeela Community outside Ballycastle, Northern Ireland.
Learning—For the first half of 2015 on Sunday morning, older youth focused on an overview of the Bible.
Younger youth learned more about reformed basic
beliefs. In the summer, both groups combined to
study “At Least Ten Things All Presbyterians Believe.”
A variety of adults in our church took a different topic
each Sunday sharing from both a reformed perspective and their own personal experience. The study
was rounded out by viewing and discussing episodes
of the television series M.A.S.H. which reflected the
themes of each particular week. In the fall, following
a stewardship focus, older youth began a more indepth study of Luke and Acts while younger youth studied they lives of key men and women from the
Bible. Meeting with author and theologian Mary Ann McKibben Dana as well as the Christian theatre
group, Friends of the Groom, also provided rich interactive learning experiences.
Serving—As reflected in the work and history of First Presbyterian, the young people of this church have
a tremendous heart for service. In January they volunteer for a day at Camp Gilmont. They minister
to each other during their Sunday evening gatherings through the Youth Shepherd program. The
Confirmation Class made a difference in the lives of children and youth who are part of the Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services in Waxahachie by shopping for and sharing personalized gifts
on Christmas, New Year’s Day, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter. They also volunteered
with children from the Itasca campus for a day of service at the PAWS for Reflection Ranch outside
of Midlothian. Sharing God’s love abroad and supporting the vision of two FPC young adults-Jennifer
Giles and Jess Casenave Skinner, our youth and sponsors launched an American-style camp in North-
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ern Ireland which brought Catholic and Protestant children
and youth together who otherwise would never meet. This
peacemaking effort got off to a great start. In addition,
some of our youth and adults volunteered at the 174 Trust
in Belfast, helping at a day camp for young people with
special needs. Last fall our young people chose to partner with the national non-profit, Project Night Night. They
set and reached their goal of making fifteen blankets and
providing books and stuffed animals for homeless children.
They took a purely social event, a dance, and turned it into
a ‘Swing Dance for Service’ in November raising money for
a variety of service projects each class had supported as
7th graders while in Confirmation Class. The traditions of
packing pills for the Haiti Mission Project, providing treats for
our college students during their winter finals and Christmas
stocking for the Kid’s Club children continued as well. And
as the year drew to a close, although the youth will not
be returning to Northern Ireland to further the camp they
helped start; leaders Harold Hall, Olwen Griffith and Camilla Ballard began work to partner with Lagan College in
the continuation of the camp as well as Queen’s University.
Loving One Another In Christ’s Name—For all the gifts of
worship, study and service our young people receive and
give, this report would be incomplete if the importance of
bonding as a group was not highlighted. Our young people are given the opportunity to deepen their connections
to each other in a variety of large and small ways. Here
are just a few of them. Rooting for the home team at a
Dallas STARS game; sharing a midnight breakfast in Deep
Ellum on the Lock Out/Lock In; game night at PYC; putting
in countless hours transforming Byrd Hall for Senior Sunday—
this year our graduates walked through the wardrobe into
Narnia; Plan and Play Day at the start of the school year;
putting on yet another stellar COFFEE HOUSE emceed by
Jordan Carl, Grace Coleman, and Martha Hobson; and
visiting in homes of members for the Christmas Progressive
Dinner and White Elephant Exchange.

Camilla Ballard

Director of Youth Ministries

2015 Youth Committee
Harold Hall (Chair), John Clifford (Youth Moderator),
Isabel Wyatt (Secretary), Martha Ingrum, Nancy Hobson, Amy Aamold, Chris Wyatt, Katrina Welch, Charlene Echols, Jane Whittlesey, Neil Brass, Beth Martini,
Alex Echols, Claire Hosterman, Jill Wait, James Welch,
Genevieve Soucek, Jordan Carl, & Anabelle Oldham.
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Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church,
First Presbyterian Church has provided 40 years of service to the homeless and at-risk of Dallas
through The Stewpot and key collaborations with Parkland Hospital, Crossroads Community Services,
Metrocare, The Bridge and multiple other agencies. As a member of FPC, you have played an
important role in our ability to serve the neediest families in our community, and we’d like to share a
brief report on activities occurring this past year.
Most know of The Stewpot because of the meals we provide at The Bridge where we serve more than
1,000 people each day with the help of an extraordinary volunteer corps that dedicated more than
20,000 hours of assistance. But Stewpot services go far beyond our meal program.
The Stewpot’s mission is “to offer a safe haven for homeless and at-risk individuals of Dallas, providing resources for basic survival needs as well as opportunities to start a new life” At our main location
(Park/Young Streets), dedicated caseworkers help clients through counseling, securing ID documents,
family stabilization and job training. Clinics located on The Stewpot’s first floor - the Dental clinic, Parkland’s clinic for the homeless and Metrocare mental health services - assist thousands of people each
year. Our projection of annual statistics for the year end 2015 show:
•
•
•

•
•

Dental/Medical Services - 1182 dental visits for general dental procedures; medical care; and
mental health counseling;
ID Documentation –5314 ID documents (birth certificates; medical and school records; military records, etc.) obtained for persons taking first steps towards jobs, housing and other goals;
Family Stabilization – 135 families with children who were living in
poverty are offered wrap around services including monthly groceries, enrichment programming, and educational skill classes in
language, health, nutrition, budgeting, and year-round children
and youth programming - in order to provide transformative,
long term assistance;
Job Experience – 76 new vendors were trained in selling StreetZine (homeless newspaper) joining a core of 309 active vendors
over the course of the year;
Youth - With a goal of breaking the cycle of poverty for future
generations, programs for at-risk youth are particularly important at The Stewpot. At-risk youth
from 135 impoverished families participate in year-round activities where they receive education
and recreation programs, tutoring, mentoring, and encouragement to stay in school, graduate
and pursue higher education.

During the past year, new programs and changes in existing activities are resulting in improved services.
Meal Services: The Stewpot has improved the quality and sustainability of meal services through a
“food recovery” program that finds sources for surplus food and fresh produce.
Client Services: The Stewpot is one of the few agencies in Dallas to offer document retrieval. With
multiple referrals from other groups, our ID program impacts clients from agencies throughout the
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community. In order to register for housing and benefits or to seek employment, individuals must
have a Texas ID or birth certificate. Identification assistance increased 31% over the previous year as
a result of streamlined processing.
Client Services: Thanks to a generous grant, The Stewpot now has a “document bank” to preserve
client ID documents and a new software program that connects us with Parkland Hospital and other
health and social service agencies. The anticipated results are more efficient, effective care for our
shared clients.
Client Services: Family Stabilization now includes counseling for families as well as food distribution
support services. At-risk parents are encouraging their children to graduate from high school and
further their education. In 2015, The Stewpot provided college scholarships to 72 students.
Encore Park Dallas: The Stewpot helped establish Encore Park as a separate nonprofit in 2014. This
new group is a catalyst for downtown neighborhood revitalization and building community through
cultural arts and social service programming.
It is sobering that the need for The Stewpot’s services continues to grow. Last year, The Dallas Morning News reported that among major U.S. cities, Dallas ranked first in child poverty (DMN 8/14).
Other recent reports are reminders of how prevalent poverty is in our community. A DMN editorial
(7/12/2015) noted that in Dallas “the disparities between the have and have not neighborhoods are
greater than anywhere else. The divide is wider than in major cities such as Chicago, Detroit, Baltimore and Philadelphia.” And the 2015 MDHA Homeless Count Report noted a 60% increase in the
number of homeless families since 2010 and a 108% increase in the number of homeless youth since
2013.
On October 24, we celebrated The Stewpot’s 40th anniversary – a long and respected history of addressing the needs of our most vulnerable citizens. As we continue to address the changing needs of
our city, we’re constantly reminded that The Stewpot would not exist without the trust and generous
support of our community of faith. You have been part of that extraordinary support, and we thank
you for the faithful and generous part you play in our efforts.

Bruce Buchanan

Associate Pastor for Mission
and Community Ministries

2015 Community Ministries Committee:
Jerry Grissom, Chair
Caryn Carson, Vice Chair
Buddy Jordan, Treasurer
Aaron Bidne
Sarah Harvey
Philip Higginbotham

Jeff Jones
Sam Marriott
Josh Mayfield
Connie Moore
David Moore
Susan Stephens
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The Stewpot by the numbers
Very specific goals and outcome measures were achieved in
2015. Thank you to the many FPC members who are a part of
this incredible effort. A total of 30,659 volunteer hours were
logged over the course of the year.
Meals and Food: Hunger Programs and Emergency Outreach
Cumulative Meals Served as of 12/31/15:
6,746,452
Meals at The Stewpot in 2015:			
10,488
Meals at The Bridge in 2015:			
370,574
Average meals/day at The Bridge in 2015:
1,015
Number of days meals provided:			
365
Medical & Partner Outreach: Leavering Community Resources
Dental Patients:					
747
Dental Visits:						
1,182
Prosthetic Patient Visits:				
252
Prosthetic Procedures:				
255
Health Clinic Patients:				
2,088
Health Clinic Visits:					
2,793
Metrocare Patients:					
3,740
Metrocare Patient Visits:				
7,584
Eye Clinic Visits:					
141
Drug & Alcohol Counseling Visits:			
552
Dallas Co. Housing Encounters:			
22
Legal Aid Encounters:				
121
VA Encounters:					
50
Clothing Referrals:					
4,778
One-on-one Casework Assistance: Transition and
Stabilization Assistance
Counseling, Phone calls & Referrals:		
7,136
Basic Necessities: 					
1,077
Representative Payee Clients:			
553
Representative Payee Client Contacts:
6,530
Total Payments made for Clients:		
$850,216
Identification Assistance:				
5,314
Bus Passes Distributed:				
1,791
Community Voice Mail Active Users:		
1,038
Streetzine (# of Active Vendors):
309
StreetZine (# New Vendor Orientations):
76
Art Class Participant Visits:
		
3,227
Horticultural Therapy Participants:
125
Birthday Outreach Participants: 		
97
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Children, Youth & Family Outreach: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty
Number of Families Served:			

135

Saturday School:				

2,039

Junior Crew:					

1,302

Venturing Crew:				

1,444

Summer Day Camp:			

2,228

Average per day:				

195

Summer Crew:				

959

Average per day:				

87

Summer Visiting Youth:			

65

ESL Classes for Adults:			

569

Child Care for ESL Parents:			

169

Scholarships:					

72

Volunteering at The Stewpot: Meaningful Community Engagement
Other Program Volunteers:			

1,744

Rep Payee Volunteers:			

385

Food Distribution Volunteers:		

2,163

Children & Youth Volunteers:		

3,910

Community Garden Volunteers:		

508

Art Program Volunteers:			

1,077

Meal Service Volunteers:			

20,833

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS: 		30,659
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Worship & Music
		
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
		
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
		
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
		
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
			
-Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 (Hymn #29 in Glory to God)
The Great Vigil of Easter is one of the oldest known liturgies in Christian Worship. The service proclaims
the universal significance of God’s saving acts throughout history. In the service of readings, a series of
scripture readings from the Old and New Testaments, the lessons provide a “panoramic view of what
God has done for humanity. Beginning with creation, we are reminded of our delivery from bondage in
the exodus, of God’s calling us to faithfulness through the cry of the prophets, of God dwelling among
us in Jesus Christ, and of Christ’s rising in victory from the tomb.” (Book of Common Worship) The Vigil
concludes with the celebration of communion. In the meal, the risen Lord invites us all to participate in
the new life he brings by sharing in the feast which God has prepared.
The vigil thus celebrates what God has done, is doing and will do.
So it is with worship at First Presbyterian Church of Dallas. In worship, we recount the stories of our faith
through the Word read and proclaimed, we acknowledge God’s work in and through us as we proclaim our faith by praying and singing together, and we look for God’s presence in our future as we
give our offerings, commission mission trip participants and elders, and are sent back into the world.
Worship is at the heart of all that we do as a community of faith- guided by the past, informing today,
and shaping our tomorrows.
In 2015, we worshipped together on Sunday mornings in the sanctuary, where we pondered renovations to encourage and enhance future worship. We worshipped together in the chapel for early services and evening Taizé worship. We worshipped at staff Morning Prayer on Tuesdays, special services
on New Year’s, Epiphany, Ash Wednesday and throughout Holy Week. We worshipped on retreats,
before meetings, and on Christmas Eve. We celebrated the saints in memorial services and celebrated
new beginnings in wedding ceremonies. We joyfully received the gifts of God for the people of God in
baptism and the regular celebration of the Lord’s Supper. We praised God in song with instrument and
voice in worship and in worshipful concert and yes, we celebrated the Great Vigil of Easter.
In all of these, we praised God from whom all blessings flow. Accept our praise, O Lord: great is thy
faithfulness, yesterday, today and tomorrow.
May it always be so.
Peace,

Joshua Taylor

Director of Worship & Music
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Worship by the numbers
• 102 Sunday Morning Worship Services
• 13 additional services for Holy Days (Ash Wednesday, Holy
Week, Christmas Eve, etc.)
• 7 services as a part of the Contemplative Worship Series
(Taizé)
• 100 Morning Prayer worship services (Staff Meeting Chapel, Day School Chapel, outside groups)
• 16 memorial services
• 14 Baptisms
• 12 Weddings
• 30 Communion services

Music Ministry

• The First Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir was invited
to perform Mozart’s Solemn Vespers in Carnegie Hall in
March 2015.
• The first ever Summer Music and Arts Camp was a success
and brought together children of FPC, the day school, Saturday Kids Club, and the wider community in a weeklong
day camp with a performance of a children’s musical at
the end of the week.
• In its fifth year, the First Concert Series, continues to provide diverse concerts to the wider Dallas community free
of charge. 2015 featured a continued partnership with
the Dallas Chamber Orchestra, Mozart’s Solemn Vespers,
a concert by the North Texas Voices, the liturgical theater
group, Friends of the Groom, a combined concert of the
FPC Chancel Choir and the Turtle Creek Chorale, John
Rutter’s Gloria, and the ever-popular Christmas Chestnuts concert.
• The FPC Choir premiered and recorded Christopher Roode’s original composition, Ascribe to the
Lord, for choir and percussion ensemble which won an honorable mention award in the Percussive
Arts Society’s composition competition.
• Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship and Music, was elected to serve as the Vice President for the
Church Division of the Texas Choral Directors Association and appointed to the advisory committee
for the revision of the Book of Common Worship.
• Beth Thompson, Assistant Choir Director, served on the planning team and John Maxwell, Assistant
Property Manager, severed on the staff for the Mo-Ranch/Presbyterian Association of Musicians
Worship & Music Conference. Over 30 children, youth, and adult singers and handbell ringers participated in the weeklong conference.
• The music ensembles of FPC continue the rich tradition of providing worship leadership each week.
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2015 Worship Council
Carol Herriage, Chair
Jim Dees
Susi Grissom
Monica Kramer
Donna McKay
Larry Pease
Carol Riddle
Chris Simpson
Jeanne Werner

Music Ministry by the numbers
• 2 major works presented
• 1 Children’s Musical
• 80 anthems presented by the Chancel Choir
• 12 Handbell offerings
• 25 musical offerings from Children &
Youth Choirs
• 7 Concert Series Event
• 100 Organ Voluntaries
• 6 services with Celtic Band (plus additional concerts throughout the year)
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Music Staff
Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship & Music
Thomas F. Froehlich, Associate Director of Music &
Organist
Kathy Price, Worship and Music Coordinator
Diana Taylor, Director of Children’s Music
Phyllis Wilson, Director of Handbell Music
Jack Boyce, Celtic Band Director
Beth Thompson, Assistant Chancel Choir Director
A.G. Black, Sam Bruhkman, Kyle Hancock, Travis
McGuire, Erinn Sensenig, Haley Sicking, Laura Toles
- Section Leaders

Day School
Overview
Dallas First Presbyterian Church Developmental Day School is an outreach ministry providing quality
developmental education and care to infants and children from ages 6 weeks through pre-K. As
an extension of the Dallas First Presbyterian Church, the Day School is a separate entity supporting
the mission of the church which provides an educational experience that supports cognitive, social,
emotional, physical, and spiritual development in a Christian setting.
The Day School is governed by a Board of Directors made up of 7 active church members and 4 parents of currently enrolled children.
In 2015, the board engaged a search firm to assist in recruiting a new Executive Director. During the
interim, our Assistant Director Delia Rangel has done an outstanding job as Acting Director. We are
fortunate to have such a dedicated soul who has been a part of the school since its opening. In addition to Delia, the school has a devoted staff, with 4 of our teachers having over 20 years tenure and
10 having more than 10 years tenure.

New in 2015

Partnership with FPC Catering
Beginning October 2015 the Day School began
their new partnership with the First Presbyterian
Church Catering (“FPCC”) staff, providing lunch
and daily snacks to the children at the Day School.
The response from teachers, parents and most importantly the kids has been overwhelmingly great!
FPCC prepares most of the food from scratch and
sources the freshest ingredients to provide our children wholesome and healthy food. FPCC is working with volunteer parents to implement fun ways to
use lunchtime as an educational experience and
expose our young eaters to a variety of foods.
Partnership with Encore Park Community Garden
This past winter, the children planted a variety of crops and took regular field trips across the street
to tend their garden. They harvested arugula and parsley on one trip which was incorporated into
their lunch later that day. New seedlings have been started in the classrooms, giving the children a
chance to watch them sprout and grow, then transplant them into the garden plot in the spring. This
is an exciting beginning of a program we hope to see blossom with time.
Communities Foundation of Texas North Texas Giving Day
In 2015, the Board of Directors participated for the first time in North Texas Giving Day. We raised over
$3,000 which went toward our scholarship fund.
Other Grants and Significant Donations
The Day School also received a generous grant from the FPC Foundation toward scholarships.
A grant from the Neiman Marcus Charitable Fund and funds raised by the Parent Association were
applied toward new equipment for the Infant and Toddler playground.
Ongoing programs:
• Chapel - once a week during the school year our children from Early Preschool through Pre-K 5
have Chapel time with Ms. Miatta, Director of Children’s Ministries.
• Music - once a week during the school year our children from Toddler through Pre-K 5 enjoy music
time with Ms. Diana, Children’s Music Director.
• Keyboard Kids - our Pre-K 4 and Pre-K 5 children have the opportunity to attend computer class
once a week during the school year.
• Ready, Set, Go - music, movement and other activities once a week during the school year for our
children from Early Preschool through Pre-K 5.
• Library - Once a month during the school year our Pre-K 4 and Pre-K 5 classes take a walking field
trip to the Dallas Library.
• FPC Vacation Bible School – every summer the Pre-K4 and Pre-K5 classes participate in
Vacation Bible School.
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FPC Foundation: Honoring the Past, Supporting the Present, Preparing for the Future
The year 2015 saw the church’s Foundation doing exactly what its mission indicates: “To support the public worship or any benevolent, charitable, religious, educational or missionary
undertaking of the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas.” The fifteen Trustees accomplish this in
four ways:
As fiduciaries of the assets held by the Foundation whereby they honor the wishes of those
who have left monies in designated funds.
As investors of the overall assets to maximize performance while minimizing risk.
By making grants in a prudent manner to both support and expand the ministry of the congregation.
By interpreting the ministry of the Foundation to the church members to facilitate their utilization of the Foundation in the stewardship of their estates.
The year 2015 was one of “staying the course”. The investment markets were essentially flat,
resulting in a total corpus about the same as before or $30 Million. Distributions from the Foundation were made from both restricted/designated funds and unrestricted funds.
Distributions from restricted/designated funds go to support scholarships, music, landscaping,
communications, Community Ministries, Day School as well as the Caring Fund at Grace Presbyterian Village. These totaled $46,425.
Distributions from undesignated funds amounted to $938,499 (an increase of $73,569 over
the previous year). We are now several years into what has been known as the “sustainable
model” of funding the church’s varied ministries. While church members have demonstrated
above average per member giving, the vision of FPC’s mission exceeds those resources. The
Foundation is pleased to have made a block grant available to the Session in the amount of
$789,615 in 2015, constituting 84% of the Foundation’s unrestricted funds available for distribution.
In addition to the block grant to FPC, the following grants were made to other ministries:
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•

$20,000 to Montreat Conference Center for upgrade of facilities (third installment)

•

$20,000 to Montreat Conference Center for upgrade of facilities (fourth installment)

•

$20,000 to Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services for their work at Itasca

•

$40,000 to Grace Presbyterian Village for the Caring Fund

•

$10,000 to Austin College to support its Religious Studies Program

•

$10,000 to MoRanch to update their website

•

$16,500 to Presbyterian Pan American School for a one full scholarship

•

$15,000 to Schreiner University for scholarships

Foundation
•

$14,000 to Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary to help with a unit in the new John
and Sue McCoy apartment building

•

$3,000 to the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators in honor of Bonnie Edwards

Notable was the addition of 13 more members to the Legacy Society, those individuals who
have made provision for the church or foundation in their estate plans. The Society membership now totals 62. Other FPC members and friends made gifts to the Foundation during the
year.
Trustees:

Class of 2016
Bill Cobb, President
Philip Higginbotham
Josh Holt
Sharon King
Carolyn Walton

Class of 2018		
Russ Coleman		
Mary Kimbrough		
Todd Martin			
Matt Soucek		
Susan Stephens

Class of 2020
Dick Abney
Jerry Grissom
Marilyn Hammett
Lucy Richards
Becky Sykes

Note: Pictures relate to results from grants made by the FPC Foundation
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Gifts in 2015
In Memory of:
Lou Storm
Margaret Ferguson
Aurora Bobadilla
Elsie Powers
Christine Bobadilla
Marsha Chancellor
Barry Coleman
Renee Kennedy
Adele Taylor

In Honor of:
Howard and Shelby Chase
John and Cynthia Logan
Larry Sykes
Elvis and Joan Mason
Michael Jack Haney

Donors:
Mrs. Lucille Cochran
James and Jane Echols
Jay Evans
Undesignated Gifts and Bequests:
Bob and Sydney Farrier
Howard and Shelby Chase
Rick and Nancy Gilham
Bill and Stacy Cobb
Diane Graifemberg
Russell and Marty Coleman
Bill and Marilyn Hammett
Isabel Coubrough
Gordon and Ginny Lindsey
Luther King Capital Management
Terry and Kathleen McGinnis
Lucy Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McLarty III
Estate of O.H.Wood
James and Jeannine O’bannon
Estate of Gladys M. Romine
Eleanor Otto
Ken and Linda Pickett
Nathan and Gloria Shows
Susan Stephens
Monroe and Jane Waak
Carolyn Walton
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2015 Session
Class of 2015
Aaron Bidne
Caryn Carson
Charlene Echols
Leah Jordan
Chris Simpson

Class of 2016
Phyllis Bevel
Marty Coleman
April Gorman
Jeff Jones
Roger Spann

Class of 2017
Jim Dees
Jennifer Dickerson
Harold Hall
Donna McKay
Jim O’Bannon
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