“Forget what lies behind,
and straining forward
to what lies ahead
for the upward call of
Jesus Christ. For those
who are mature,
be like minded.”
-Philippians 3:13-15
(paraphrase)

Pastor’s Letter
Friends,
The novelist John Gardner once made the generalization that there are two types of plots for all stories ever told.
One is “a stranger comes to town” and the second is “someone went on a journey.”
While many stories in the Bible speak of strangers coming to town, such as Moses coming down the mountain,
Jesus entering Jerusalem or Paul seemingly arriving everywhere, more of Scripture tends to fall into the second
category, namely “someone goes on a journey.” It appears the entire Bible is a travel log with characters going
here and there. Nobody ever stays put … in and out of Egypt, crossing into the Promised Land, exile, the many
journeys of Paul.
Our faith is not a destination but a journey with constant detours. We believe in a nomadic God, and if you ever
want to make God laugh, just tell God your plans.
This past year has been a time of changes and transition, uncertainty and uncharted waters, not only for our
nation, but in particular for the church. Social upheavals and violence in our community have had significant
impact upon our congregation. A senior pastor moving on and a new interim pastor moving in. Moreover, we
recently stepped out of the sanctuary, finished a capital campaign and are continually entrusting valued members of our congregation into the eternal care of God. So much change in so little time.
We should not worry or be dismayed. God is not in the preservation business but in the reclamation, restoration
and salvage business. Every Sunday we gather to be transformed, not conformed.
The story is told of Alexander the Great leading his army toward the Himalayan Mountains. As his army approached the largest mountains in the world, they realized they were going off the edge of their maps. They told
the great general, Alexander, they wanted to turn back. Alexander responded, “An ordinary army stays on the
map; a great army is one that is willing to march off the map.”
We are a church that is marching off the map in finding new ways to serve, worship and love in the heart of the
city. We are ordinary people doing extraordinary things because we are on a journey of faith. We celebrate
the past year as a witness to our faith, and look forward to next year with an anticipation of new ways God will
continue to support us. Enjoy the ride! Paul says it best:
“Forget what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead
for the upward call of Jesus Christ. For those who are mature, be like minded.”
-Philippians 3:13-15 (paraphrase)
We count the blessings of this year as signs for what lied ahead. Thank you for the opportunity to share in your
ministry during this wonderful time.
Faithfully,

Rev. Greg Gibson
Interim Pastor, Head of Staff

Administration
Accounting/Finance
2016 was another year of positive transition for our Accounting/Finance department as our Staff and Volunteers continue
to work together in the monthly reporting of the activities of our entities and our funds. In addition to the church’s General
and Special Funds, the department works with Community Ministries, Meal Services, Encore Park-Dallas, the FPC Developmental Day School, and the FPC Foundation preparing payroll, financial statements, tax returns, and our audits. In 2016,
the 2015 audit was completed and we received another clean report. We are already at work on the 2016 audit and plan
to have it wrapped up this spring. We are enjoying the benefits of our new accounting system – streamlining some of our
reporting processes while solidifying control, maintaining accuracy, and improving our reporting capabilities.
We look forward to a wonderful 2017!

The Rev. Karl Schwarz
Executive Director
2016 Finance Committee
Jim O’Bannon, Chair of Finance Committee
Scott Storm, FPC Treasurer
Buddy Jordan, FPC Assistant Treasurer
Harold Hall, FPC Assistant Treasurer
Philip Higginbotham, FPC Foundation Treasurer
Marty Coleman
Bob Engram
Jeff Jones
Bruce Buchanan, Associate Pastor
Denise Dempsey, Controller
Karl Schwarz, Executive Director

Information Technology
Information Technology (‘FPC Tech’) provides the equipment,
software and infrastructure for the six FPC organizations and
several non-profit tenants. FPC Tech provides the resources necessary to support the programs of current and future FPC
organizations. Our security systems protect our electronic resources and store needed electronic files. With each organization having its own initiatives and needs, FPC Tech leverages a common network infrastructure to work for each group in
ways that most economical meet each group’s day-to-day operations.
The FPC network logs over 240 primary user devices and another 240 network devices. User devices include PCs, laptops,
tablets, phones, and projectors. Network devices include servers, network switches, firewalls, cameras, recorders, monitors and broadcast equipment as well as many other devices. Our campus is connected through 170 phones and message
centers divided between the six organizational groups. We provide separate networks for a half dozen user types with
unique security requirements. We also provide remote computing to those who need support outside ‘normal’ working hours.
New technologies bring new opportunities. In 2016, FPC began using hosted services for tasks that can now be better provided by outside providers. We will see this trend continue in 2017 for the Stewpot and for FPC. Accounting services and
Email services moved to the cloud in 2016. These new products provide us with better tools to manage the communication
and money resources used for the many services provided under the FPC banner. As a result, connectivity to the ‘cloud’ will
continue to be a critical service we provide.
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Administration
Property
2016 was a year of maintenance and preparation in anticipation of the renovation of our Sanctuary and the retirement of
our debt. We Said farewell to Pat Bywaters after 2 years of creative project management and John Maxwell after 18 years
of dedicated service to FPC. We also welcomed Jessie Rodriquez, Tony Guerra, and Collin Dempsey to our team. In addition, we reworked our vendor contracts to utilize the skill we have on staff and to save money overall. We look forward
to another exciting year in 2017 as we begin the process of renovating our Sanctuary and so much more!

Property Staff: Jessie Rodriguez (Property Manager), Colin Dempsey, Tony Guerra, and Larry Smith

Events
A look back at 2016:
The Events Department planned, scheduled, and organized the daily, weekly, monthly and liturgical calendar driven events
for FPC. This includes Sunday School classes, lunches, banquets, meetings, seminars, training sessions, worship services,
concerts, parties, Community Ministry functions, Journey through Holy Week, the Palm Sunday Parade, Advent Festival
and Dinner, Christmas Eve Services, Vacation Bible School, Day School meetings and events, and too many more to mention in the time and space allowed in this Annual Report. We setup, took down, and reset the infrastructure for these
events including tables, chairs, AV setups, platforms, stages, lighting and sound.
Special events this year included the All Church Picnic, the Capital Campaign Celebration, and the Rekindle the Flame Celebration. Each of these events required accommodating up to 400 guests, on top of multiple other events taking place on the
same day. Many thanks to Congregation members who helped us take down tables and chairs after some of these events.
Outside Group events included the Children’s Hunger Summit (twice) Unite the Church, Meeting of the Clergy (twice- on
short notice both times), and The Children’s Chorus of Greater Dallas Orientation. All these events accommodated between 150 – 200 guests and included lighting, sound, and AV projection across multiple platforms.
Routine Outside Group events included the Children’s Chorus of Greater Dallas every Monday during the school year – approximately 250 guests including Parents and children, MADD meetings twice a month, and the Rotary Chorus Choir every
Tuesday. We also rented space to and coordinated events year round for a non-profit group called the All Stars.
In addition to coordinating events, our department is also tasked with the overseeing the day to day janitorial upkeep of the
property, making available and maintaining storage spaces, assembling and moving office furniture, hanging banners inside
and outside, shuttling staff and congregation members to outside events, and building security. We’re frequently called to
assist staff, congregation, and/or Day School parents with emergency
auto repair such as flat tires and dead batteries.
For the Christmas Season, the Events Department decorated the interior and exterior of the Church with volunteer help from Jerry Worden, Lori Ferguson, Kathy Price, and Carrie Juliano.
We also hung the giant Christmas Candle Banners on the outside
porches, using a wenches and cable system that is accessed from the
attic near the dome above the sanctuary. We use a similar system
from the attic to hang the Advent Star in the Sanctuary. Thanks to the
Property Department for assisting us with those tasks.
Currently we are involved with the transition of Worship from the
Sanctuary to the PAC while the Sanctuary is going through the renovation process.
This is just a very partial snapshot of the scope of what the Events
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Administration
Department did last year. It’s been a pleasure to serve FPC in 2016 and look forward to accomplishing great things in 2017.

Administration & Human Resources
Once again as in the past, 2016 was packed with activities and changes.
We celebrated several significant staff anniversaries and are blessed to have the dedication and experience that each
one gives to FPC:
• Jeff Tooker, Stewpot Security – 25 years
• Lori Ferguson, Director of Administration and Human Resources – 25
years
• Delia Rangel, Asst. Director of the Day School– 25 years
• Camilla Ballard, Director of Youth Ministries – 20 years
• Larry Smith, Property Assistant – 15 years
• Virginia Triplett, Case Worker – 10 years
• Cindy Bailey, Case Worker – 10 years
• Josh Taylor, Director of Worship and Music -5 years
• Diana Taylor, Director of Children’s Music– 5 years
• Wendy Fenn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Life – 5 years
We celebrated with Robert Thompson, Case worker as he began a new
journey in his life. He retired in April after serving the Stewpot for 10+
years.
It was a great pleasure to have new people join our staff:
• Rebecca Eldredge, Director of Development for the Stewpot
• Greg Gibson, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff
• Tony Guerra, Property Assistant
• April Jenkins, Events
• Michael Haynes, Meal Services Assistant
• Jarvis Haywood, Meal Service
• Carol Rains, Stewpot
• J.R. Ratliff, Accounts Payable Clerk
• Javier Reyes Jr., Meal Service
• Jessie Rodriguez, Property Manager
• Laura Westerlage, Lead Case worker

Happenings in the Administration, Human Resources and Hospitality Areas:
•
•
•
•

•
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Each year the staff helps to manage the traffic on the Marathon Sundays and each year the path gets easier and more efficient.
The Administrative staff were helpful in getting the Capital Campaign launched.
The food service team has been successful in providing healthy meals to the Day School children.
Several large meals were provided and facilitated by our very capable Hospitality Team. The following are five examples
of the larger gatherings we hosted: The Capital Campaign lunch, Reception for Joe Clifford, All Church Picnic, Welcome
Reception for our Interim Pastor (Greg Gibson), and the Stewardship Thanksgiving Lunch. At each meal we welcomed
up to 400 people. Many thanks to the members of the church who helped with the tear down of these events.
Several support staff attended the Southwest Regional Administrative Personnel Association for the Presbyterian Church
annual conference in Houston. Margaret LaPlante, Gloria Shows and Beth Hernandez were recognized for receiving certifications. Margaret received an additional certification which requires completing 50 hours above the Level 3 require-

Administration
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

ments, Beth and Gloria received their level three certification which requires completing 185 hours of class time.
After many months of work led by our Communications Coordinator, Wilson Nicholson, our new website was launched
successfully in September.
The migration of an ADP upgrade (payroll and human resource system) was successful.
Changes in medical agreements were submitted for all full-time employees through the Board of Pensions.
Staff training sessions are continuing to be scheduled for all staff. The last training was based on having a professional
image. Twenty employees participated.
Each year prior to open enrollment for medical benefits, we schedule meetings for all staff to update them on the
insurance plans and the 403b retirement plans.
We were sad to see Abigail Heaton, Lee Hutchins, John Maxwell and Sara Ponton, leave our team.
Dwayne Murr has stepped up and has done an outstanding job as Events Manager.
We celebrated Administrative Professionals week with several treats for the staff throughout the week to show how
much we appreciate their good work.
In addition to the regularly scheduled events, the Events staff set up and re-set the infrastructure including tables,
chairs, AV setups, platforms, stages, lighting and sound for many additional events including Children’s Hunger Summit
(twice), Unite the Church, and Meeting of the Area Clergy (twice). At each of these events we hosted 150-200 guests.
Outside groups we routinely host throughout the year include: Children’s Chorus of Greater Dallas - meets weekly (approximately 250 guests); MADD meetings twice a month; Rotary Chorus Choir meets weekly,
The Kitchen staff served meals for 29 Sunday lunches, 38 special and outside events, 20 council and session meetings,
11 Foundation meetings, 25 Children’s events. 14 Presbyterian Women lunches and projects and 5 Christmas parties.
In the summer, the food service staff provides meals to the Summer Visiting Youth and Monday to Friday they provide
breakfast, lunch and two snacks daily for the Day School. They also hosted 8 receptions for memorial services.
Getting ready for Christmas is a huge task and all hands were on deck! Decorating the sanctuary, chapel, Anderson
Common, Church Street, the Welcome Center, and Byrd Hall takes many hours of planning and scheduling and many
hours of manual labor to get it completed by the first Sunday in Advent. This year we were able to hang the giant
Christmas candle banners on the front porches of the church and to add some lights on the exterior. In addition to the
Events staff and Property staff, Kathy Price, Carrie Juliano, along with volunteers Jerry Worden and John Maxwell, we
were able to accomplish the goal.
The staff was treated to a fun afternoon Christmas party at the Alamo House Draft House.
Last but certainly not least, the Hospitality Team has been heavily involved in preparing and facilitating the move from
the Sanctuary to the Presbyterian Activity Center in anticipation of the renovation of the Sanctuary.

The FPC Administrative and Hospitality Team (Events, Food Service, and Communications) would like to thank the congregation for the opportunity to serve in the church’s mission and ministries this past year.
Kathy Price, Congregational Life and Worship and Music CoLori Ferguson
ordinator
Director of Administration and Human Resources Carrie Juliano, Payroll Clerk
Emily Hill- replaced Carol White in Jan. 2017, Pastor’s Assistant
Margaret Ashley, Food Service Manager
and Christian Education Coordinator
		Ruthell Reedy, Kitchen Assistant
		Tracy Cunniff, Kitchen Assistant
Dwayne Murr, Events Coordinator
		April Jenkins, Part-Time Events Assistant
		Michael Kuers, Events Assistant
Wilson Nicholson, Communications Coordinator
Beth Hernandez, Membership Assistant and Receptionist
Margaret LaPlante, Part-Time Assistant
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Congregational Life
The work of Congregational Life is the work of belonging – belonging to one another, belonging to Christ, and
belonging to God. This work takes place within realms: Congregational Care, Fellowship, and Membership. In
2016, the Congregational Life Council studied teamwork via John Wimberly’s book, Mobilizing Congregations,
to enhance our ability to design, recruit, and sustain ministry teams.
Congregational Care in 2016:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stitch & Prayer delivered 9 Shawls, lap robes and baby blankets – physical evidence of caring.
Care Kitchen prepared and delivered 43 meals – plus a ‘Perfect Pot Luck’ for Lou Storm’s family.
Celebration of Life sent 28 cards to church members.
Pastors’ Aides was re-invented and revitalized as Caring Link: Connecting Home and Dome.
Circle of Friends, led by coaches Nell Carvell, Regina Hunt, and Terry McGinnis, has 8 active support teams, one new
this year. Two new “Facility” Circle of Friends have been recruited.
Three church members implemented a new Ministry Team, Christmas Caroling, for which three teams went out and
sang to FPC home-bound members.
Home Communion continues to grow under the faithful leadership of Sandy Stroo, with team leads James Prothro
and Alfred Martinez, Phyllis Bevel, and Joe Williams. Each month people go from the sanctuary to homes to share the
sacrament with our homebound members.
A Focus group with Church members between the ages of 55-70 provided new interests and insights for future programming.
An on-going Dementia Caregivers Support Group now meets monthly at the church, offering support as well as education
(led by Debbie Reinhardt-Young).

•

Our annual Flu Shot Clinic was held in the fall, for staff and membership.

•

Keenagers, our Senior Adult Fellowship program, featured:
o Josh Taylor as tour guide of very own “Marie & Harold M. Daniels Collection.”
o Annual Fourth of July Party at the Buchanan’s Home
o Game Days in the Parlor for the Summer
o Annual Christmas Program & Lunch-Dallas Street Choir
Lunch at GPV gave residents a chance to meet and interact with Greg and Mary Beth Gibson.
Stephen Ministry, led by Isabel Coubrough, Karen Farmer, Mary Stewart Hall, Terry McGinnis, & Joe Williams, has kept
every Stephen Minister busy in 2016 offering Christian care.

•
•
•
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A class series on Anxieties of Aging showed how to converse with loved ones about end of life.

Congregational Life
Membership in 2016
•
•

FPC offered two 6-week Newcomers’ Class series for new and prospective members, both well attended.
The First Friends program has been revitalized to match new and seasoned members.

•

We welcomed 32 new members during the 2016 year.

Fellowship Events in 2016
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The FPC Spring Retreat at Pine Cove, with 81 in attendance, featured Karl Schwarz as presenter and worship leader,
coordinated by Amy and Chris Aamold.
The Mo-Ranch Church Retreat in July, with 181 in attendance, featured “TED-type” talks by four FPC members, coordinated by Gary and Beth Minton.
The annual Women’s Retreat at Holiday Inn Express, with 24 in attendance, featured Monica Romig-Green offering
“Pray through Play.”
The Fall Campout at Gilmont provided outdoor camping for families in beautiful East Texas.
Several Saturday Sprees gave FPC members opportunities for informal fellowship with potluck dinners and singalongs.
Eight to ten Dinner D’Eight groups met in homes and restaurants for table fellowship throughout the year.
The Cindy Johnson Retreat in October offered spiritual renewal to 24 members who serve within FPC. The hope of
beginning small group ministries was nurtured, as were the attendees.

•
•
•

Frances Knipp led an Enneagram series of classes to deepen each one’s knowledge of self – and therefore of the ‘other’.
Regina Hunt led 2 Faith & Grief series, to remind all that mourning is a journey of faith.
The On the Grounds Church Picnic, with the Foundation, gathered all in a spirit of fun.

•
•
•

Participation in the annual MLK Parade grows each year.
FPC participated in the Allen Ross Texas Freedom Parade by sharing over 500 bottles of water.
First Thursday each month offers women a time of social interaction in one another’s homes.

9

Congregational Life
Richard Rohr says that life is not about being correct but about being connected. It is the joining of hands
from generation to generation than can and will change the world. This begins by caring for one another in
love, but it never stops there. Love which comes from God is love which reaches out to the least of these, no
matter where they are located. And such love can, if we allow it, strengthen us to reach far beyond ourselves.

The Rev. Wendy Fenn
Associate Pastor for Congregational Life
Congregational Life Staff
Kathy Price, Coordinator of Congregational Life
Beth Hernandez, Administrative Assistant for Membership
Bonnie Edwards, Fellowship and Membership
Debbie Reinhardt-Young, LMSW, Director of Senior Adult Ministries
Rev. Wendy Fenn, Associate Pastor for Congregational Life
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2016 Congregational Life Council
Mary Joiner, Chair
Isabel Coubrough
Carol Ferguson
Beth Foster
Leah Jordan
Jan Evans
John Herron

Congregational Life
Membership
In Memorium 2016
Bobbie Adrian
Bess Blanchette
Sammye Caldwell
Leila Cunningham
Wayne Davis
Julie Herlihy
Frank Lassetter
Clarice Mitchell
Naomi Murray
Colette Ogden

New Members

Nathan Bowles
Tara Branch
Carson Brockette
Will Brockette
Dennis Bruton
Nena Bruton
Cesar Chavez
Mathew Craig
Catherine Dalton
Jon Dalton
Abby Davalos
Nate Davalos

Ethel Scott
Rev. Robert E. (Bob) Shelton
Weldon Tillery

Donald Dennis
Emilie Echols
Beatrice Guilbaud
Abraham Lamptey
Michael Martini
Jean McGee
Anne McKenzie
Douglas McKenzie
Christine Meeker
Michael Nelson
Sara Newell
Katelyn Nunn

Blake Ogden
Colette Ogden
Jason Peterson
Nikki Peterson
Caroline Piscopo
Kari Smith
Amanda Via
Casey Woods
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Congregational Life
Members for 50+ Years
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Name
Janita Wells
Beverly Haden
Charles Cone
Joan Mead
Charles McKnight
Ernestine Naylor
Dorothy Fitzgerald
Nell Baker
Joe Brockette
Bob Hogg
Betty Blackburn
Jody Morgan
Deanna Pomeroy
Jane Waak
Charlotte Allison
Dorothy Holt
Carolyn Walton
Joy McMinn
Peggy Hogg
Sally Kindred
Bob Schmidt
Madeline Moore
Yvonne Parks
Elsa Miller
Jane Halebian
Marshall Kindred
Amy Horby
Helen Warden
Eleanor Otto
Betty Collop
Ann Perkins
Evelyn Osborn
Marilynn McKnight
Jim Fitzgerald
David Kerr
Jeannie Kerr
Bob Click
Wilson Smith
Martha Wertheimer
Nita McElreath
Jim Echols
Jane Echols
Jo Frances Hickey
Peggy Dupuy

# of Years
87
85
84
76
74
74
73
72
69
69
68
68
68
68
68
67
66
65
65
64
64
64
63
63
63
63
62
62
62
61
61
61
60
60
60
60
60
59
59
59
58
58
58
58

Name
Carmella Brockette
Zoe Stafford
John Eickmeyer
Bruce Gardiner
Peter Thornton
Edward Beanland
Mike Haney
Monroe Waak
Corinne Moore
Anna Curry
Yvonne Reynolds
LoRita Keig
Eric Foster
Brian Smith
John Whitten
Pat Whitten
Mark Hollingsworth
Dan Foster
Dorothy Foster
Ken Pickett
Linda Pickett
Peggy Leeman
David Johns
Alayne Sprague
John Holt
David Brass
Alice Jester
Jane Kincaid
Cindy Alexander
Diane Graifemberg
Les Read
Bob Holmes
Helen Holmes
Josh Holt
Ann Carlson
Warren Johnson
Graciela Flores
Art Albin
Gay Brass

# of Years
58
58
58
57
57
57
57
57
56
56
56
56
55
55
55
55
54
54
54
54
54
53
53
53
53
53
52
52
52
52
51
51
51
51
51
51
51
50
50

Education
Education Council
With its focus on a “Mission YearLook” in 2016, the council encourages church members to continue their connection with the PC(USA) Mission Website (www.presbyterianmission.org).
It is a rich resource for the work our denomination is engaged in around the world and at home.
The Education Council continues to provide opportunities for learning, faith formation, and community building for all ages at FPC. The Council is divided into the ministry areas of Children, Youth, and Adult.

In 2016 the Education Council:
•

•

Sent 4 lay members and 3 staff to the Association for Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) Annual Event in Chicago IL.
Bonnie Edwards served as the Annual Event Co-Director which is a big task and honor. Amy Desler, along with children
Cassidy and Ariel presented one of the Ignite Talks to the whole conference about “Little Stewpot Stewards”.
Supported the “Edward St. John Day of Service” in May, engaging over 60 participants in service projects in the church
and community; organized by Randall McGee and members of the Logos Class.
Engaged the whole congregation in the theme “Mission YearLook” which included emphasis on personal devotion and
learning using the Mission Yearbook of Prayer, and hosting monthly speakers representing agencies and missions FPC
supports. These gatherings included updates on the Young Adult Volunteer Program as well as our work in Haiti and
Northern Ireland. In addition, our support of the Arrow Outreach Scholarship Program, Mi Escuelita and Mercy Ships
was highlighted. Over the summer congregants participated in Intergenerational Sunday School for 10 weeks using a
learning center style. Each week a different mission was highlighted from the Yearbook of Prayer, and then there were
stations for art, games, prayer, and hands on mission including stuffing Pillows for Children’s Hospital, Stewpot Survival
Kits, tie blankets for Family Gateway, and cookie decorating for homebound.
Provided online and print Advent Devotional Reflections for all ages.

•

Collaborated with other ministry councils for special events to promote faith formation.

•
•

Education Council members:

Phyllis Bevel, moderator
Julia Boyce
Harold Hall
Taffy Harris
Colette Thrailkill
Kristin Trojan
Amy Desler
Staff: Camilla Ballard, Bonnie Edwards, Miatta Wilson
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Education
Adult Education
Adult Education Ministry
Using the Mission Year Look as our theme in 2016, the adult education ministry reflected several of the PCUSA’s emphases. Particular events highlighted education, mission around the world, advocacy & social justice,
racial/ethnic diversity, worshiping communities, grants & scholarships, and women’s ministries.
Education:
•
•
•

Supported nine ongoing Adult Sunday morning Classes for Bible study, spiritual formation, discipleship
Co-sponsored a contemplative retreat at the Prothro Center, Lake Texoma with Spiritual Ministries Institute.
Hosted three Stalcup Schools of Theology for the Laity featuring Wil Gafney of Brite Divinity School; David Hogue of
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary; John Holbert, professor emeritus of Perkins School of Theology.

Mission around the world:
Supported participation of adult classes in the Intergeneration Sunday morning Mission YearLook class during the summer.

Advocacy & Social Justice, Racial/Ethnic Diversity, and Education
FPC University:
•
•
•

Included presentations leading to deeper understanding of the Bible and our world. Speakers included Dr. Abraham
Smith of Perkins, John Williams of Austin College, and John “Jack” Levison of Perkins.
Featured Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger, Ali Abu Awwad and Joe Clifford in several “Faiths in Conversation” presentations.
Presented Jewish perspectives on familiar Old Testament texts. Speakers were Rabbi Shawn Zell, Tiferet Israel Congregation; Mike Sims and Renee Karp of Temple Emanu-El

Worshiping Communities:
Offered a Lenten Blog for FPC members to share reflections on the Lenten readings in Mission Yearbook.

Grants & Scholarships:
Awarded fourteen Dan Foster Scholarships to FPC members for higher education, and one William and Jane Carl Scholarship was awarded to a seminary student.
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Education
Women’s Ministries through Presbyterian Women
Through Presbyterian Women’s ministries, women of all ages are empowered to participate in the life and mission of FPC
and the PCUSA.
Features of the 2016 year:
• Ten circles completing a Horizons Bible study entitled Come to the Waters in May, and beginning a new study, Who is
Jesus? in September
•
•
•
•
•

Stimulating programs, fellowship and delicious lunches at General meetings throughout the year
First Thursday informal gatherings for a light meal each month, hosted by various women in their homes
Support of events at Grace Presbyterian Village and Mi Escuelita (formerly Good Shepherd Learning Center)
The Annual Women’s Retreat “Pray and Play” in February was led by Monica Romig-Green.
Projects monthly gatherings created thousands of items for Children’s Medical Center: finger puppets, stuffed animals
& pillows, large stockings for Saturday School, finger puppets for Haiti mission trip. Several times during the year elementary children of FPC assisted with stuffing pillows.

Bonnie Edwards
Director of Adult Ministries
Adult Education Committee members:

Julia Boyce, Moderator
Kathryn Carpenter
Ernie Higginbotham
Randall McGee
Donna McKay
Sue St. John
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Education
Children’s Ministries
As the Education Council looked at our work and call through the lens of Mission and our “Mission YearLook”
theme the Children’s Committee focused in the following areas.
Education
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(NEW) Sunday Club. - Our Sunday education program for elementary children was redesigned after study (9:15 – 9:55
– Music Makers, 10:00 – 10:45 Sunday School
Workshop Rotation Model - Our Kindergarten through 4th Graders continue to use the Workshop Rotation Model to
study the same Bible story for a month but through art, music, drama, AV, Games, and Science.
Exodus Class - The 5th and 6th Graders are studying the Old Testament in an overview course by Augsburg Spark House.
Young Children’s Sunday School Classes – The Cokesbury Deep Blue Curriculum and a preschool curriculum, written by
longtime teacher Betsy Winters and Miatta Wilson as used to engage these young children.
Vacation Bible School “Surf Shack: Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love” - 110 children and over 60 volunteers
Summer Faith Formation Activity Kit – This summer each family was given a “Take Out Church” Kit with activities for
reflection and worship while traveling
Faith Formation Website - There are family activities, book suggestions, parenting articles, website links and seasonal
resources. Go to the Children’s Page on the FPC website (www.fpcdallas.org/children) and click on Faith Formation.
Kid’s Connection E-news with Family Faith Practice suggestions included.
SPLASH newsletter – Developmentally appropriate activities for infant through age three to do at home and a music CD
which is mailed home each month.
A caring trained staff of ten provide supervision and love for our youngest in childcare on Sundays and for special events.

Faith and Worship
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(NEW) Worship and Waffles – August elementary education opportunity to creatively review why we do what we do in worship.
Worship 101 - Fall Worship Education Class for Kindergarteners
Journey Through Holy Week - participants of all ages watch a dramatization of the Holy Week Events as they walk
around the church building.
Celebration of Births - a board book gifted to parents of new babies.
Baptism – Family Story Bible (Sparkhouse) and Baptismal Cross presented
Bible Presentation – NRSV Bible given to 3rd Graders.
Advent Devotional Calendar – mailed to each family and resources provided online.
FPC Developmental Day School Support – Miatta Wilson provides “chapel time” with two – five year olds each week
Sept. – May so that the children hear the stories of the faith.
Children’s Music Makers – Each Sunday morning, Sept. through May, elementary children meet for music at 9:15am. The group sings in worship almost
monthly led by Diana Taylor.
Preschool Music time – 10:15-10:30

Social Justice, Advocacy and Mission
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Marvelous Mission Opportunities - which included the Presbyterian Children’s
Home in Waxahachie, Our Saviour Community Garden, and PW projects pillow
stuffing. And on MLK Day a trip to Grace Presbyterian Village.
Family Mission Trip - to Sherman volunteering at 3 agencies related to supporting
homeless and low income families with 28 participants. We also did landscaping and painting at Wolf Run Ranch (Episcopal school outdoor ed center)
Children’s Sabbath Worship Service including ways to advocate for children
and a minute for Mission with PCHAS.
Supporting www.paperforwater.org for VBS.
Decorating Walkerbags and washing wheelchairs/walkers as part of Grace Day Camp.
Supporting the Little Stewpot Stewards.

Education
Community Building and Fellowship
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elementary Kid’s Night Out – Social Friday evening event
(NEW) Stay and Play – Family fellowship after worship in the Great Hall and PAC with lunch
Dallas Children’s Christmas Parade Hospitality – Balloons, stickers, bubbles, and hot chocolate were given out to parade goers on the street outside the church. Restrooms were available. In addition, there was a story and music hour
ahead of the parade for families with preschoolers.
Connections Camp - the joint Stewpot Kid’s Club and FPC Sunday School 5th and 6th grade camp in the fall with 41 participants.
Advent Festival – A truly intergenerational event with crafts for all ages.
Grace Day Camp - at Grace Presbyterian Village Retirement Center with twenty-one 4th through 6th graders.
Music Summer Day Camp – We supported the Worship Council and Diana Taylor this new camp which included over
30 children from FPC, the community, and Stewpot Kid’s Club.

The Children’s Committee of FPC Dallas is grateful to all the volunteer leaders who share their time, gifts, and their love of
God with the children of the church and their families.

Miatta Wilson
Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Ministries Staff
Miatta Wilson – Director of Children’s Ministries
Diana Taylor – Director of Children’s Music
Delia Rangel – Childcare Coordinator

2016 Children’s Committee
Ellyn Morgan, Moderator
Colette Thrailkill, Moderator
Jennifer Dickerson
Jessica Gray
John Humphreys
Shay Timmons
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Education
Youth Ministries
In 2016 the youth of FPC engaged in a variety of projects
and events. Many of them reflect FPC’s and our denomination’s focus on worship, education, service, and community-building.
Worshipping Communities
Our young people took part in corporate worship in a number
of settings this past year. At Camp Gilmont, youth helped lead
in Reformed worship at their volunteer work weekend. Youth
from all over Grace Presbytery worshipped together at Austin
College during the annual mid-winter retreat for senior highs.
In February, our youth led in worship at FPC on Youth Sunday
with five seniors (Grace Coleman, John Clifford, Brady Quade,
Martha Hobson, and Jordan Carl) preaching from Psalm 121.
The seven-member Confirmation Class took turns leading Evening Prayer for session meetings in the spring. Summer gave
youth the chance to participate in worship at both Mo-Ranch
and Montreat. In November, our younger youth were part of
worship at YOUTHQUAKE!, the presbytery-wide retreat for junior highs in our presbytery.

Education
In the winter and spring on Sunday mornings, older youth began a study of Luke/Acts from the Disciple Bible Study series.
Younger youth focused on individuals from both the Old and
New Testament guided by the Spark House re:form curriculum.
In the summer, our young people were part of the mission focused intergenerational church school that took place in Byrd
Hall. Following a Presbyterian 101 and stewardship focus in
the fall, the 7th-9th graders began an exploration of discipleship created especially for them. The 10th-12th graders started
their six-month study of THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS by C.S. Lewis.

Mission Around the World
Making a difference in the world, both at home and abroad, began with a lunch and visit with residents at Grace Presbyterian Village last January. Our youth and youth from the Venturing Crew again volunteered for a work day at Camp Gilmont. Twice this year our youth have shopped for much needed
supplies for the Dallas All Stars Project, which creates free after-school programs for inner-city youth and their families,
helping them develop using performance as a tool on stage and in life. In September, youth, their families—and friends
took part in a 5K run benefiting the ongoing work for an integrated society in Northern Ireland. October found the youth
group in the middle of a clothing drive to benefit the Malala Fund. This international non-profit focuses on safe quality
educations for girls around the world. In November, young people and their sponsors packed pills for the Haiti Mission
Project. In addition to the medicine that will be dispensed, the Confirmation Class will be sending over 200 solar lamps to
Haiti as part of their class service project. They also raised $2,000.00 for the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, benefitting
both active and retired military and their families in times of crisis and need.
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Education
Community Building
With all their study and service, youth still found time to connect in
fun ways. They attended a Dallas STARS game and learned the Muggle
way to play Quidditch. The girls and their leaders had dinner out together one spring evening followed by a movie at the home of Sam
and Lori Ferguson. The Youth Committee and other volunteers feverishly worked to transform Byrd Hall into a variety of scenes from the
movie, “Les Mis” for Senior Sunday. Our graduates were treated to a
number from the musical that incorporated FPC children, youth and
adults. It was a showstopper. COFFEE HOUSE was more informal and
spontaneous this year—but still a fun evening. In December, Greg and
Mary Beth Gibson hosted youth and sponsors for their first stop on
their Christmas Progressive Dinner.

Camilla Ballard
Director of Youth Ministries
2016 Youth Committee
Harold Hall (Chair), Katherine Welch (Youth Moderator),
Sasha Soucek (Secretary), Anabelle Oldham, Erin Trojan,
Lila Ingrum, Emilie Echols, Isabel Wyatt, Kate Clifford, Beth
Martini, Bryce Bartlett, Chris Wyatt, Nancy Hobson, Charlene Echols, Jane Whittlesey, and Katrina Welch.
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Mission
Community Ministries Committee Report
It’s been said the practice of Mission and Service at First Presbyterian can be traced to our DNA. Responding to the call to
be intimately involved in international mission initiatives is a
bright theme in our history. But active engagement in community ministry is our signature mission. First Presbyterian Church
is no stranger to the challenges of change. Our historic calling
to ministry in the heart of a downtown urban American city is
to worship and serve where God has planted us.
Community Ministries is one expression of the faith driven mission to serve God and be an agent of transformation. Scripture
guides us and the Holy Spirit inspires us to perceive a mission
vision. This guides the next steps of our servant spirit addressing the challenges and opportunities around us.
“Inasmuch” in a single word is the prime essence of this “altar to street” transformation ministry. Taken from
the King James translation of Matthew 25 the word “inasmuch” serves as the pivotal imperative for what we do.
Inasmuch we serve others, we serve God.
From the hymn, “Once to every Man and Nation” we hear the lyric words: “New occasions teach new duties.”
The Stewpot Ministry of First Presbyterian for forty-one years has taken the call to be innovative and compassionate to heart.
The activities of 2016 are spiced with high achievement: the serving of the 7th million Stewpot meal; the Family
Stabilization Program has become a lifeline for food and educational support for 100 families; the high school
Venturing Crew continues a 100% graduation rate from DISD schools; the StreetZine newspaper entered its 12th
year of publication and providing self-help for people living in poverty; the artists of the Open Art Studio have
inspired our city with their creativity; Encore Park events at the Amphitheater and Community Garden engaged
others to join in the creative and innovative transformation of this place where God has planted us.
A personal high note this year was the opportunity the church
offered for me to take a three-month Sabbatical. The Stewpot
staff leadership, directed by Suzanne Erickson and resourced by
the Community Ministries Committee maintained our full summer and early fall programming. I have always known their talent,
resourcefulness, and dedication is what has made our programs
successful and effective.
Across America the year 2016 marked the continued growth in
the number of people experiencing homelessness and poverty.
This reality hit home with the revelation that the percentage of
children living in poverty in Dallas exceeds most cities in America.
The reappearance and rapid growth of “tent cities” shows that
Dallas is not exempt from what is happening across our nation.
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Mission
Since midyear, along Park Avenue, in the shadow of the Stewpot and Encore Park people have been sleeping
overnight on the sidewalk. The lack of emergency shelters, the closing of other tent cities, the tightened restrictions of existing shelters, and the increase in substance use explain why many gather
along Park.
The historic title of Stewpot Casework Services is “The Good Samaritan Program.” This program can be rightfully called our “Special
Forces.” They monitor the changing needs of people on the streets
and respond immediately by shifting personnel and resources. This
often leads to offering one-of-a-kind services in Dallas. For instance,
beyond the basics (food, clothing, shelter) the Stewpot caseworkers
helped over 4,000 people obtain documentation needed to enter
permanent housing,
family and emergency
shelters, rehabilitation
programs and employment. Several of our staff serve as Notaries
(including, yours truly) to help streamline this process that involves
applications for vital records throughout the states. There is no other comparable program in Dallas.
The continuous assessment of needs led to the founding of the
Stewpot Dental Clinic in 1988. Still in service the Dental Clinic serves
alongside Parkland’s full-time, barrier-free homeless medical clinic,
MetroCare’s full-time mental health services, the Representative Payee Service and the City of Dallas Municipal
Court and DART Misdemeanor Community Court Program—all within the four walls of The Stewpot.
It is reasonable to assume that there would be more people sleeping on Park Avenue and our tent cities would
be larger if we stopped doing what we do.
In all our mission endeavors providing a safe place for those who are served and those who serve is our priority.
Safeguarding this is the challenge of 2017.
The many First Presbyterian members who volunteer in programs and leadership make this mission happen. We
praise God for the blessing and trust this ministry receives.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.
Shalom-

Bruce A Buchanan
Associate Pastor for Community Ministries
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Mission
2016 Community Ministries Committee:

Sarah Harvey, Chair
Aaron Bidne
Caryn Carson
Hunter Foreman
Jerry Grissom
Philip Higginbotham
Jeff Jones
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Buddy Jordan, President Encore Park Board
Jim O’Bannon
Sam Marriott
Connie Moore
David Moore, President FPC Meal Services
Will Pryor
Susan Stephens, Chair Community Garden Committee

Mission
LOCAL AND GLOBAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
The budget included the following local organizations.
Grace Presbyterian Village
Venture Crew
Interfaith Housing Coalition
Welcome House
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
Mercy Ships
All Stars
YAV (youth volunteers)
NEXT
Presbyterian Women’s Projects
Mission Market
The budget included the following global organizations
Northern Ireland – support of local organization in Northern Ireland.
Haiti – 29 persons went on the mission trip to Ft. Liberte, Haiti. Some worked in the local medical clinic serving some 900
patients in four and half days. Others worked with the orphanage providing crafts and sports activities. Others worked in
the school adjacent to the Jerusalem Baptist Church as tutors in the classrooms. One day, we provided the lunch for the
entire school.
Mexico – FPC provided funds for various on-going functions within the church and the community of Juarez, including
the day school, ESL lessons, medical clinics, education scholarships, and computer lessons. 11 members went on the mission trip to Juarez working on maintenance construction, sewing projects, and preparing for Vacation Bible School. FPC,
through a Synod of the Sun grant, provided 2 meals a week for the needy at Verdad Y Redencion Presbyterian Church and
the Toribeo Family Center.

Committee members are:

Rev. Bruce Buchanan, staff
Liz Zsohar, chair
Eunice Fernandez
Matt Soucek
Susan Rutherford
Rachel Thompson
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Worship & Music
Take, O take me as I am;
		
summon out what I shall be;
		
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
			
-John Bell
The Book of Order states that “from the beginning God created women and men for community and called a people into
covenant. Jesus called, commissioned, and promised to be present to a people gathered in his name. The Holy Spirit calls,
gathers, orders, and empowers the community. To each member, that Spirit gives gifts for building up the body of Christ
and for equipping it for the work of ministry. A Christian’s personal response to God is in community.” (W-1.005, emphasis
mine).
Worship is at the heart of that community. Worship is the space in which God calls us, each from our own condition and
with our own identity, to be united in God and emboldened to live as God’s people. God does not call us to be anything
less than our own selves as we enter into God’s house to offer our prayer and praise.
Surely, worship at First Presbyterian Church embodies this reality. A diverse group of folks from across Dallas with different
ages, difference races, different backgrounds, and different gifts find a common space and a common existence in worship.
Like the many different folks who gather together, 2016 saw a variety of worship experiences at FPC from Sunday morning
worship services in the Sanctuary and Chapel to Taizé worship, a sunrise service in the Encore Park Amphitheater, “Ashes
to Go” on the streets of downtown during Lent, gatherings at retreats, and on Tuesday mornings, at Session meetings, and
on holy days like Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and All Saints.
We prayed together for our city when tragedy struck, we celebrated and mourned together transitions in our lives as individuals and as a community of faith, we baptized our children, confirmed our youth, commissioned teachers and mission
participants, dreamed about new ideas (and a refreshed space through a successful Arise Capital Campaign), ate at the
table, and offered our personal responses to God together.
May worship always be the space where we come, exactly as God has made us, with the gifts that have been bestowed
upon us, ready to be summoned to the next thing and may we continue to recognize God empowering us and uniting us
in and through our worship.

Peace,

Joshua Taylor
Director of Worship & Music
Music Staff
Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship & Music
Thomas F. Froehlich, Associate Director of Music & Organist
Diana Taylor, Director of Children’s Music
Phyllis Wilson, Director of Handbell Music
Jack Boyce, Celtic Band Director
Beth Thompson, Assistant Chancel Choir Director
Stephanie Hicks, Pianist
A.G. Black, Kyle Hancock, Anderson Irby,
Travis McGuire, Haley Sicking, Laura Toles, Section Leaders
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2016 Worship Council
Jim Dees, Chair
A.G. Black
Susi Grissom
Carol Herriage
Monica Kramer
Donna McKay
Thom Stewart

Worship & Music
By the numbers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

101 Sunday Morning Worship Services
11 additional services for Holy Days (Ash Wednesday, Holy Week,
Christmas Eve, etc.)
7 services as a part of the Contemplative Worship Series (Taizé)
100 Morning Prayer worship services (Staff Meeting Chapel, Day
School Chapel, outside groups)
7 memorial services
8 Baptisms
2 Weddings
25 Communion services

Music Ministry
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

The First Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir was invited to perform for the 2016 convention of the Southwest Division
of the American Choral Directors Association in Kansas City, MO in March 2016
The second annual Summer Music and Arts Camp was a success and
brought together children of FPC, the day school, Saturday Kids Club,
and the wider community in a weeklong day camp with a performance of a children’s musical at the end of the week.
In its sixth year, the First Concert Series, continues to provide diverse
concerts to the wider Dallas community free of charge. 2016 featured
a unity concert with the South Dallas Concert Choir, presentations of
John Stainer’s Crucifixion and Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols,
guest concerts by Tony Alonso and the New Collection Jazz Ensemble,
and the 6th annual Christmas Chestnuts Concert.
Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship and Music, conducted and members of the FPC Choir sang for the Dallas Police Officers Memorial at
the Meyerson Symphony Center with Presidents Obama and Bush in
attendance.
Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship and Music, was elected to serve on
the board of the Presbyterian Association of Musicians and completed his Certificate in Ministry from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
The FPC Handbell Choir performed a joint concert with the Lovers Lane UMC Bell Choir in the Spring of 2016 and rang
the national anthem at the Texas Rangers game in July 2016.
The music ensembles of FPC continue the rich tradition of providing
worship leadership each week.

Music Ministry- By the numbers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 major works presented
1 Children’s Musical
100 anthems presented by the Chancel Choir
12 Handbell offerings
17 musical offerings from Children & Youth Choirs
6 Concert Series Events
100 Organ Voluntaries
Over 5000 hours of volunteer service 					
by participants in the FPC music ministry.
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Encore Park
Encore Park is the latest effort of First Presbyterian Church,
in partnership with The Stewpot and social impact investors, to innovate programs that will meet the needs of our
rapidly-changing city and neighborhood. Encore Park’s
mission since its inception is to:

•
•
•
•
•

Bring together people of all cultures and faiths
through dialogue, education, service, music and art;
Invite the entire community to join in God’s transforming work in the world;
Create needed physical space for current and future Stewpot programs;
Increase inter-agency collaboration and augment
services to Dallas’ poor; and
Transform a transitional downtown neighborhood.

Encore Park Dallas (EPD) was formed in 2013 as a separate
501(c)(3) by First Presbyterian to assist the Stewpot in raising money for the Encore Park Project, operate the 508 and
515 Park Avenue properties, and run certain programs at
Encore Park. EPD currently has four programs: Encore Park
Community Garden, 508 Amphitheater Venues, the Museum of Street Culture and the Five-O-Eight Recording Studio
(in development).
In 2016, EPD has supported
FPC events including the Blessing of the Animals, Easter Vigil,
and Easter Sunrise Service.
EPD has also supported Stewpot events including the Stewpot Christmas Celebration,
Garden Shed Mural Project,
Kirk Thurmond Shoots Music
Cedars Open Studio Tour, City
Video in 508 Park
of Dallas First Responder Appreciation Lunch, Saturday Kids Club Field Day, and the Stewpot Talent Show. EPD has also organized numerous events for
the community including: Warner Brothers Does Dallas movie series, Robert Johnson’s Recording 79th Anniversary concert, Dallas Chamber Symphony performance for Stewpot
clients, Summer Nights concert series, House Party Theater’s
Macbeth series, Bar Politics performance, American Tattoo
Exhibit, and Reinventing The Museum – A Conversation with
Adrien Gardère and Olivier Meslay at the Nasher. EPD participated in Parking Day Downtown and WFAA Day Break. EPD
hosted its first private wedding reception with a band and caterer in the amphitheater. The couple asked guests to donate
to The Stewpot Art Program instead of purchasing a wedding
gift, which resulted in raising over $1000 for the program.
Press coverage for these events during the second half of 2016
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exceeded more than 30 stories, garnering mentions for FPC
Dallas, The Stewpot and EPD.The coverage spanned all local
TV stations (English and Spanish), D Magazine, Dallas Morning News, Dallas Observer, CultureMap, CentralTrack, KERA,
WRR, blogs and social media. The 2015 movie “Serving Second Chances” produced by EPD’s founding museum director,
which focuses on homelessness and the efforts of The Stewpot
and other agencies, was shown two additional times on KERA
channel 13 during 2016. See www.servingsecondchances.com
EPD was awarded a $2.1 million grant, and we expect a public announcement in early
2017. The total pledges
to the Encore Park Project since its inception are
$10M with 97% of pledges in 2015 and 2016 being from non-FPC related
sources.

WHAT IS NEXT?

EPD 2016 Darryl Plunkett Completes His
Mural Project on Encore Park Garden Shed

EPD has hired the French design firm, Studio Adrien
Gardère, (www.studiogardere.com) to help evaluate the
placement of programs, exhibits and public art throughout
Encore Park to maximize engagement and interaction by
visitors, homeless individuals, the neighborhood and nonprofit organizations. An overall design will be completed
in early 2017. EPD is working on a fundraising and awareness video featuring the former first lady, Laura Bush. This
video is being produced by
AMS Pictures at no cost to
the project. We are also
working on a branding and
social media assessment as
part of an IBM Social Media
Charlie Crockett performs 79th Anniver- Strategies and Campaigns
sary of the Robert Johnson Recordings Engagement at no cost to
the project. The next major fundraising effort will begin after these efforts are complete in early 2017 and will include
individual donors and some national foundations.
The Phase 2 construction timeline is tentatively set for Spring
2017 through Spring 2019. Construction timing is somewhat
dependent on the acquisition of the 515 Park Avenue building. There has been more “moving out” activity by Oncor.
For upcoming 2017 events see the web site www.encoreparkdallas.org. There is a link to Encore Park at the bottom
of every FPC web page then select “What’s Happening.”

Day School
Overview
Dallas First Presbyterian Church Developmental Day School is an outreach ministry providing quality developmental education and care to infants and children from ages 6 weeks through Pre-K. As an extension of the
Dallas First Presbyterian Church, the Day School is a separate entity supporting the mission of the church which
provides an educational experience that supports cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and spiritual development in a Christian setting.
The Day School is governed by a Board of Directors made up of 7 active church members and 4 parents of currently enrolled children.

New in 2016
Communities Foundation of Texas North Texas Giving Day
In 2016, the Board of Directors participated in North Texas Giving Day. We raised over $4,600 which went toward
our scholarship fund.
Other Grants and Significant Donations
The Day School also received a generous grant from the
FPC Foundation toward scholarships.
The Parents’ Association refreshed the nursing room for
Day School parents and plans are in the works to update
both playrooms.
Ongoing programs:
• Chapel - once a week during the school year our children from the Twos through Pre-K have Chapel time
with Ms. Miatta, Director of Children’s Ministries.
• Music - once a week during the school year our children from Toddler through Pre-K enjoy music time.
• Movement - A weekly movement class provides exercise and aids in creating the brain paths that make
learning possible.
• Library - Once a month during the school year our
Pre-K class takes a walking field trip to the Dallas Library. Additionally, a librarian visits the school once
a week for story time.
• FPC Vacation Bible School - every summer the Pre-K class participates in Vacation Bible School.
• Spanish Enrichment - Children in the Twos through Pre-K enjoy a weekly visit from a Spanish teacher learning the language through music, art, and songs.
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Foundation
2016: Honoring the Past, Serving Today, and Preparing for Tomorrow
2016 involved the Church’s Foundation doing exactly what its mission indicates: “To support the public worship
or any benevolent, charitable, religious, educational or missionary undertaking of the First Presbyterian Church
of Dallas.” The fifteen Trustees accomplish this by being fiduciaries of assets held, by being investors maximizing
performance without undue risk, by making grants near and far, and by interpreting the Foundation to members.
The following Trustees fulfilled their six years of committed service and received a heartfelt thank you from the
Foundation’s Board: Bill Cobb, President; Philip Higginbotham, Treasurer; Josh Holt; Sharon King; and, Carolyn
Walton.
Joining the Board in the Class of 2022 will be Amy Aamold, Mickey Bonesio, Mark Haley, and Ernie Higginbotham. Russell Coleman has been chosen to be the Board President.
In addition to the $910,000 block grant to the Church, the following grants were made to other missions and
ministries:
•

$40,000 Presbyterian Communities and Services (Caring Fund)

•

$20,000 Montreat Conference Center (final payment of a 5 year pledge)

•

$7,500 Austin College Religious Studies Program

•

$7,500 Presbyterian Pan American School—one half Scholarship

•

$5,000 Friends of Fort Liberte’

In 2016, the Foundation made grants from unrestricted funds of approximately $990,000 with 92% of that going
directly to the Church. The block grant to the Church addresses the primary mission of the Foundation. The current corpus of the Foundation is over 31Million Dollars.
The Foundation also manages donor-restricted and board-restricted funds for specified purposes. Gifts large and
small from over the years support this good work and are carefully shepherded by the Foundation. During 2016,
approximately $165,970 of income distributions from these funds supported the music, scholarships, landscaping, communications, missions & evangelism, Day School and Community Ministries of the Church, as well as the
Caring Fund at Grace Presbyterian Village.
Gifts to the Foundation in 2016 amounted to $111,950, the largest amount in many years. Your contribution
will be another “mustard seed” to grow and support the Church’s missions and ministries in perpetuity. Please
consult any Foundation Trustee or Kim Warner (214/335-1357) in the Foundation office for more information.
Continuing progress was made in 2016 by growing the Legacy Society. This group of individuals have made plans
or will be making plans to provide for either the Church or the Foundation in their wills or estates. The Legacy
Society now numbers 90 persons; you are encouraged to consider such a statement of faith and appreciation of
the Church and join in.
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Foundation
Trustees:
Class of 2016

Bill Cobb, President
Philip Higginbotham
Josh Holt
Sharon King
Carolyn Walton

Class of 2018		

Russ Coleman		
Mary Kimbrough		
Todd Martin			
Matt Soucek		
Susan Stephens

Class of 2020

Dick Abney
Jerry Grissom
Marilyn Hammett
Lucy Richards
Becky Sykes

Note:
Pictures relate to
results from grants
made by the FPC
Foundation
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Foundation
Gifts in 2016
In Memory of:
Bess Blanchette
Bette Rogers
Louise Storm

In Honor of:
Bill and Stacy Cobb
Russ and Marty Coleman
Wendy Fenn
John Fox Holt III
Eleanor Otto
Ken Pickett
Carolyn Walton

Donors:
Howard and Shelby Chase
William and Stacy Cobb
Russ and Marty Coleman
Isabel Coubrough
Bob and Sydney Farrier
Daniel and Dorothy Foster
Janie and Dave Garrett
Jo Frances Hickey
Ernie and Donna Higginbotham
Luther King Capital Management
Conrad and Ellen Masterson
Ken and Linda Pickett
Jonathan and Toni Sailer
Gloria Shows
Susan Stephens
Jerry and Gale Wallace
Carolyn Walton
Lucy Richards
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Bequest:
Louise Storm Estate

Session
2016 Session
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Phyllis Bevel
Marty Coleman
April Gorman
Jeff Jones

Jim Dees
Jennifer Dickerson
Harold Hall
Donna McKay
Jim O’Bannon

Nell Carvell
Eunice Fernandez
John Herron
Will Pryor

Roger Spann

Julius Zsohar
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