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With excitement and confidence, the 
members of the Pastor Nominating 
Committee of First Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas unanimously recommend that our 
congregation issue a call to the Reverend 
Amos Disasa to be our next Head of 
Staff Pastor. While the search process 
seemed long and sometimes frustrating, 
we appreciate now that months of 
conversations, debates and prayer helped 
us discern the person that God has chosen 
to lead our church. 

After listening to countless sermons, 
researching numerous candidates, and 
visiting excellent ministers in their own 
churches, a recommendation from FPC 
friend and supporter the Reverend Dr. 
Scott Black Johnston reintroduced us to 
Amos, who had visited FPC ten years ago to 
explore a possible associate pastor position. 
Remembering how disappointed that 
search committee was when Amos had to 
withdraw from that process, our PNC began 
to consider this innovative minister for a 
different leadership role.

We soon realized that the desired 
characteristics we repeatedly heard in 
our 2017 listening sessions with the FPC 
community were qualities that we also 
perceived in Amos, including: 

• Compelling preaching that is Scripture-
centered and creatively shared;

• A genuine love of people reflected in 
pastoral care and church relationships;

• The ability to recognize needs and to 
facilitate collaborative change in the 
church and the community;

• A dedication to eliminating barriers that 
exclude or intimidate;

• Humble, Christ-centered authenticity in 
the way he lives his life and conducts his 
ministry; and

• A proven track record for evangelism.  

In our search, Amos stands as the only 
candidate who was affirmed and embraced 
by every member of the PNC.  We rejoice 
that Amos and Sarah are equally excited 
about the possibilities for ministry and 
community that await their family at FPC.   

We are grateful for God’s sustaining 
presence in this process and appreciate the 
congregation’s prayers and faith in our work. 
We know that you will extend that same 
gracious affirmation to our new minister and 
his family. Thanks be to God!

Sincerely,

Joe Alexander Bill Cobb
Susi Parks Grissom Ernie Higginbotham
Martha Ingrum Carolyn Jefferson
Kelly Boyington Voelker Julius Zsohar, III

From Your PNC



A formative scripture passage for me is 
Matthew 11:28-30. Here Jesus says, “Come 
to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light” (NRSV). 

Out of a deep love for the world he formed 
from nothing, the Creator God humbled 
himself and joined humanity in the person 
of Jesus the Christ. God came to us to show 
us another way to be in relationship with 
his creation, our neighbors, and himself. 
Paradoxically, this new way of living led 
to his death. The world was not willing to 
encounter God in a form that redefined 
power and authority, victory and success, 
kingdoms and community. This is sin. He 
was a gentle and humble king in a world that 

“Wow. What an inspired match! Amos Disasa and First Presbyterian Church of Dallas are going to make 
for a dynamic team. Clearly, God is calling all of you (pastor and congregation together) to a new chapter of 
ministry. I am confident that what happens next will change lives in and through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
You should also know that you are going to love, love, love Sarah, Abraham and Shepherd. You are going to 
love Amos too. He is going to care for you, challenge you and learn from you. He is going to laugh with you 
and lend his shoulder to you and tell you the truth—God’s truth—in a way that will lift your spirits and focus 
your vision. I am so excited for all of you!” 

- Scott Black Johnston, Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, NY

valued power wielded with a sword. His yoke 
was easy and his burden was light in a world 
that extended authority to men claiming to 
defend a law system that was difficult to follow 
as the means to grace. Despite this, his love 
for us persisted, and he invited us to “learn 
from him” even as we take his “easy” yoke and 
assume his “light” burden. This is grace. 

We still need to “learn from him.” 

Therefore, we profess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and follow him into the Kingdom of God. The 
journey to the Kingdom, which necessitates 
a death, is possible only because safe arrival 
is promised. To “learn from him” is to die. 
We die to this world and its definition of 
power and authority, victory and success, 
kingdoms and community. As we die we are 
transformed and extended the grace to live 
as if the Kingdom of God were 
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already here; loving one another 
completely and redefining community, 
finding fulfillment in God alone and 
redefining success, sharing our gifts freely 
and redefining power. The Kingdom is 
coming and is already here. We cannot 
manifest this alone, for God has created us 
to belong to one another. Therefore, it is 
in the life of the Church that the hope for a 
new Kingdom will be lived out. 

Jesus 
For God so loved the world, he came and 
dwelt among us, in the person of Jesus 
Christ. God created us, as a part of his 
creation, and ordered the cosmos and the 
garden so we would always be with Him. 
But our nature is to try things on our own, 
to trust in our understanding, to imagine 
that we are God. In Mark 12, Jesus reminds 
us who we are and unites his ministry 
with the God of Israel, the Exodus, and the 
garden: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one…” The invitation back to the 
garden, to know the liberation of Exodus, 
to be known by the God of the cosmos is 
offered in the person of Jesus the Christ. 
We follow him through towns that don’t 
welcome him, past sick women that tug on 
his cloak, before powerful men who want to 
kill him, and on the other side of death we 
walk with him into eternal life. 

Church 
The Apostle Paul affirms the goodness 
and possibility of the Church in Romans 
8:22: “The whole creation is on tiptoe to 
see the wonderful sight of the children of 

God coming into their own” (J.B. Phillips 
translation). Church is more than an 
institution. It is a communal expression of 
a restless longing in our soul to belong to 
God and each other. God made us one for 
another. We are invited by God to find rest 
in him, to come into our own as we follow 
Christ with our neighbors to the cross. The 
whole creation is on tiptoe waiting to see 
how we will follow. The whole creation 
longs to steal a glimpse of God by looking 
at us to see if we pray earnestly, love 
deeply, and tell others the Gospel story. 
This enterprise is self-perpetuating—the 
Word evoking faith, faith responding in 
love, love following the Word. 

Evangelism and Service 
This is the Church, or in the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, our habitation: “Enlarge the 
site of your tent and let the curtains of your 
habitations be stretched out; do not hold 
back. Lengthen your cords and strengthen 
your stakes” (Isaiah 54:2). God is preparing 
the way. He is surveying the hearts of people 
to find out who is ready to hear the good 
news that the curtains of our habitation are 
being stretched out. God is anticipating that 
we will not hold back, that we will run to meet 
him in the places he is already at work. The 
Word we will share was powerful enough 
to transform our life, so we will trust that 
the Word can do it again and call people to 
respond in faith. City offices, neighborhoods, 
schools, families, governments, and even 
members of churches will renew their faith 
and follow Christ.



I write this note to you from on high, 
somewhere between South Carolina and 
Texas, in a plane destined for Dallas for my 
first visit since discovering that God was 
calling the Disasa family to join the family 
of First Presbyterian Church in service to 
God and each other. Even from up here, 
three weeks before you meet to hear 
the PNC report, it feels like I am heading 
toward home. 

I’m aware that you currently only know me 
through the witness of the members of 
the PNC.  Soon though, we will share time 
together, and as it passes, I pray that you 
will receive me as your pastor and walk 
with me as we try to follow Jesus.

Now, as the plane descends toward Dallas 
to touch ground that is becoming, for me, 
both fertile and sacred, I am acutely aware 
of how far I’ve traveled to be with you. 

On the western edge of Ethiopia, in the 
Oromia Province is a big village called 

Dembi Dollo. This is where I was born, and 
it doesn’t remind me of Dallas. There you 
will find more mud than concrete, more 
sheep than longhorns, and the closest 
airport is 120 kilometers away. However, 
if you look closely and listen, you’ll see 
and hear familiar things. In Dembi and in 
Dallas, the children are made in the image 
of God, the food is not consumed before it’s 
blessed as a sacred gift of the creator, and 
God’s told some of us, on occasion, to get 
up and go.

You don’t know me, but I believe God has 
known about us for a long time.

Amos
Amos Disasa

From Amos



The Pastor Nominating Committee of First Presbyterian Church of Dallas Presents

1835 Young Street, Dallas, Texas 75201  |  214.748.8051  |  www.fpcdallas.org

The Reverend Amos Jerman Disasa is 
the Co-Pastor at Downtown Church in 
Columbia, S.C., a new PC(USA) church 
that chartered in 2014 with 230 members 
and has more than doubled in size since 
then. Amos was the organizing pastor. 
Previously, he served as an Associate Pastor 
at Eastminster Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia (2006-2011).

When he was a young child, Amos, his 
father, and mother immigrated from 
Ethiopia to South Carolina. Amos earned a 
Bachelor of Arts from Presbyterian College 
in Clinton, S.C. (2001) and a Master of 
Divinity from Wake Forest University School 
of Divinity in Winston-Salem, N.C. (2006). 

Known for his compelling and challenging 
sermons, Amos is a frequent preacher 
and lecturer at national gatherings, 
including Worship & Music and Youth 
Conferences at Montreat, NEXT Church 
and the distinguished Pace-Warren 
Lecture Series in Lexington, KY. Amos is 
a Trustee of Louisville Seminary, serving 
on its Presidential Search Committee. He 

has written for Presbyterian Outlook and 
is a contributing author to Feasting on 
the Gospels. Featured on Day1, a national 
ecumenical radio program and podcast, he 
currently serves on its advisory board.

His involvement in social justice ministry 
began in 2001 with his work with former 
street children through Hope Unlimited 
for Children in Brazil. A tireless advocate 
for those on the margins of society, 
Amos helped start Foot Care Ministry, the 
Light the Way coalition of churches, and 
Transitions, all organizations serving the 
homeless in South Carolina. 

The granddaughter of a Presbyterian 
minister, his wife Sarah Disasa is a 
speech therapist in Columbia, working 
in early intervention with young children 
and their families. Sarah and Amos met 
at Presbyterian College, and she is an 
important partner in Amos’ ministry.  Son 
Abraham (9) and daughter Shepherd (7) 
complete this energetic family, where Sarah 
serves as Chief Happiness Officer.

Amos’ Story


