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A Jazzman Swinging to Rhapsody and Back

Ahmad Jamal, Pianist, Opens Lincoln Center Season This?

Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times
Ahmad Jamal, at the piano. He and his ensemble, and a guest trumpeter, opened Jazz at Lincoln Center's season
Thursday at the Rose Theater.

By NATE CHINEN
Published: September 20, 2013
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As the pianist Ahmad Jamal and the members of the Jazz at Lincoln FACEBOOK
Center Orchestra took their bows at the Rose Theater on Thursday TWITTER
night, someone in the crowd filed a simple but urgent request. COOGLES
“Poinciana!” he shouted against the applause. “Poinciana!” he
shouted again, hoarsely. “Poinciana! Poinciana! Poinciana!” SAVE
Eventually reality set in: the house lights went up, and the audience E-MAIL
began to file toward the doors. SHARE
“Poinciana,” in case the name means PRINT
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Follow that Mr. Jamal recorded with his trio
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Ezte;tammem floating groove, careful in its YRTCH TEE TRARER
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application of pressure, it belongs to
Arts Twitter List: Critics, Reporters

nd Editors the small society of jazz compositions

that have become runaway pop hits. Just as “Take Five”
defined Brubeck and Desmond, it has been an ageless
signature for Mr. Jamal — and maybe a bit of a burden,

given the irreducible scope of his output since.
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Witness to a Massacre in a Nairobi Mall

Intimacy on the Web, With a Crowd

Gunmen Kill Dozens in Terror Attack at
Kenyan Mall


http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Middle1C&sn2=2ae5e06a/fecaf75b&sn1=a0841e58/f829d125&camp=ING_DirectSiteSearch13-1850637-nyt1&ad=DirectSiteSearch12.ROS.FEB.dart88x31&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7326326.2;sz=88x31;pc=nyt202539A325775;ord=2013.09.23.18.13.52?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
https://twitter.com/nytimesarts/nyt-culture/members
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/nate_chinen/index.html
http://youtu.be/FU1hm7KlfT8
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/world/asia/pakistan-church-bombing.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/world/americas/for-migrants-new-land-of-opportunity-is-mexico.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/world/africa/nairobi-mall-shooting.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/world/africa/nairobi-mall-shooting.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/world/americas/for-migrants-new-land-of-opportunity-is-mexico.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/world/americas/for-migrants-new-land-of-opportunity-is-mexico.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/health/lower-health-insurance-premiums-to-come-at-cost-of-fewer-choices.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/health/lower-health-insurance-premiums-to-come-at-cost-of-fewer-choices.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/world/asia/pakistan-church-bombing.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/23/world/asia/pakistan-church-bombing.html?src=recg
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/09/21/witness-to-a-massacre-in-a-nairobi-mall/?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/technology/intimacy-on-the-web-with-a-crowd.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/technology/intimacy-on-the-web-with-a-crowd.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/22/world/africa/nairobi-mall-shooting.html?src=recg
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3e66/4/106/%2a/c;276320159;0-0;0;103469431;3454-728/90;55906497/55795808/1;;~okv=;pc=nyt224910A348905;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=TopAd&camp=MSG_Entertainment_1893972-nyt10&ad=MSG_ENT_728x90-Arts-B7885643&sn2=dcf3cd95/eac3a622&snr=doubleclick&snx=1379959539&sn1=b0ba0241/d32f5a49&goto=http://www.thegarden.com/events/2013/december/elton-john.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/design/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/video-games/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/21/arts/music/ahmad-jamal-pianist-opens-lincoln-center-season.html?_r=1&&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day&pos=Frame4A&sn2=72270860/53be7632&sn1=8defb48a/169a17e6&camp=FOX_SEARCHLIGHT_ATJD13-1849321A-nyt5&ad=12YAS_NYT120x60&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2F12yearsaslave
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/21/arts/music/ahmad-jamal-pianist-opens-lincoln-center-season.html?_r=1&
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bar1&sn2=9e9aeaf4/1ef3cd18&sn1=cd13620e/32e49783&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JW49_3JUY9_3JW4J&ad=bar1_braniston_3JW49_3JUY9_3JW4J&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3004%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D224233%26adxa%3D337047%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music/ahmad-jamal-pianist-opens-lincoln-center-season.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JW49
javascript:;

region, selected by Times critics. Why should it matter that Mr. Jamal didn’t play

Goto Event Listings » “Poinciana” here, amid the festive light-pomp of the season

Enlarge This Image  gpener for Jazz at Lincoln Center? He did play it in the

same room a couple of years ago; likewise when he opened - Honors for "Breaking Bad’ and ‘Modern

Family’

Jazz at Lincoln Center’s 2008-9 season, in a concert
structured exactly like this one. And there was a welcome

9. ARTSBEAT
hint of the tune’s gait and bass line in “Saturday Morning,” 'Breaking Bad,' "Modern Family' Take Top
a quietly majestic ballad that Mr. Jamal offered in the first Honors in a Tribute-Heavy Emmy Awards
half. 10. Step Away From the Phone!

So the omission meant nothing, except perhaps as a

metaphor. At the end of an elegant two-hour concert that Log in to discover more articles
showcased Mr. Jamal’s capacity for building tension within  based on what you've read.
tight spaces, it was bewilderingly easy to feel unfulfilled. ___ L ,
Just as that guy barking his request did, I left the Rose [Leain ] [ Regiter Now ] Ahats fhist | DontShow
Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times L heater in disappointment, thinking about missed

‘J’VV”tT” '\"Bafsli”ip'ayi”g asoloonMr. gpportunities. For me it wasn’t about a song, but rather a
amal's "Baalbek."

spirit of engagement.

Mr. Jamal, 83, organizes his music as a series of dynamic events, pinballing between
binary extremes: loud/soft, fast/slow, big/small. During the concert’s first half, which
featured Reginald Veal on bass, Herlin Riley on drums and Manolo Badrena on
percussion, he ran the bandstand like a contractor surveying a job site, often turning from

the piano to wave an arm or shoot a glare. Every song in the quartet’s 40-minute set

involved a form of Latin rhythm, and every song ended with a crisp, decisive snap. Pogue reviews the iPhone 5S
ALSO IN VIDEO »
Mr. Riley and Mr. Veal make an ideal rhythm team for this music, just as they have for The sailors and their flying machines
. . s c e qe « . - 56 ways of saying | don't remember
Wynton Marsalis, Jazz at Lincoln Center’s artistic director. On “Morning Mist” and
“Silver,” they laid an earthy foundation, trancelike but alert. They were impeccable on nytimes.com VIDEO

“Saturday Morning.” the title track of Mr. Jamal’s new album on the Jazz Village label,
which features the same personnel. But the whole mood was terse, reined in.

Ehe New fJork Times
The new Times experience

That extended to the concert’s second half, featuring enlargements of Mr. Jamal’s music %
designed for

by members of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra. One problem was the harmonic
inertia of the material: “Baalbek,” in an arrangement by the alto saxophonist Sherman
Irby, couldn’t gather much forward pull even during a trumpet solo by Mr. Marsalis. (It
was his only solo all night, which made the concert’s title, “Ahmad Jamal and Wynton Introducing Neat® Cloud

Marsalis,” a little misleading.) Scan, Organize, Backup & Share
Documents To The Cloud - Free Trial
www.neat.com/NeatCloud

Download Now »

Where the second half hit its stride was in two arrangements that captured the variability

£ Mr. J I le. Th. M Pri de “Manh Reflecti 5 Genetic Test for Health
of Mr. Jamal's style. The trumpeter Marcus Printup made “Manhattan Reflections into an Make Informed Decisions About Your
episodic saga, with punchy accents giving way to grand, flowing gestures. And the Health w/ Genetic Testing. Only $99

. . . . . 23andMe.com/GeneticTesting
saxophonist Ted Nash gave “Kaleidoscope” a marvelous range of ideas, including a burst of

. . . . . A Hotdog You Can Trust
Dixielandish counterpoint followed by a lush canopy of modern chords, in descending Hebrew Natio:al® Fra:ks'

sequence. No Filler or By-Products.
hebrewnational.com

Then, after an interlude by Mr. Jamal, the band revved back into gear, swinging hard
behind a commanding solo by the trombonist Elliot Mason. Somehow this was the
evening’s only stretch of swinging rhythm, but that wasn’t why it felt like a revelation. It
was because Mr. Jamal and the band seemed both locked in and free; for a few fleeting
moments, they left nothing to be desired.

Ahmad Jamal appears through Saturday at the Rose Theater, Jazz at Lincoln Center,
60th Street and Broadway; (212) 721-6500, jalc.org.
This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:

Correction: September 22, 2013
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An earlier version of this review misidentified the composer of “Poinciana.” He was Nat
Simon, not Ahmad Jamal. (Buddy Bernier wrote the lyrics.)

A version of this review appears in print on September 21, 2013, on page C3 of the New York edition with the headline: A
Jazzman Swinging To Rhapsody and Back.
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