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Passage: John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 

men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 

him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 

me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, 

he has made him known. 

Summary: There are two important passages in the Gospel of John that shed light on the 
purpose and direction of the book overall. The first is John 20:31, which states the purpose of 
the book: “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” The other helpful passage for 
understanding the book is the opening verses (John 1:1-18), which highlight the divinity and His 
incarnation (Jesus become flesh). John structures his gospel, then, in such a way as to highlight 
the reality of Jesus being both divine and human. This is evident through the seven major 
miracles in the book: 
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1. Turning Water into Wine (John 2:1-11) 
2. Healing the Official’s Son (John 4:46-54) 
3. Healing at the Pool (John 5:1-9) 
4. Feeding the 5,000 (John 6:1-14) 
5. Walking on Water (John 6:15-21 
6. Restoring Sight to the Blind (John 9:1-41) 
7. Raising Lazarus from the Dead (John 11:1-44) 

Of course, the greatest miracle was the resurrection of Jesus during the last week of His earthly 
ministry, which is the focus of the last half of the gospel of John. 
 
START YOUR GROUP 

● Spend some time getting to know the people in your group (name, major, etc.). 
● Share the vision of your group (relational, biblical, and intentional). Take some time to 

cover the group guidelines.  
READ THE PASSAGE 

● Share the context of the passage before reading.  1

● Read the passage. 
● Have the group look through the passage again before asking a few key questions from 

the text. 
ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TEXT 

● What sticks out to you from the passage? (Encourage everyone to answer.) 
● Is there anything that you have a question about?  2

● Looking at the first five verses, what do we learn about Jesus?  3

● Who was John (John the Baptist, not the author) and how does He validate the life and 
ministry of Jesus?  4

● Jesus is described as being full of grace and truth. Where in the Bible do you see 
examples of Jesus exhibiting grace and truth? 

● How would you articulate what John teaches about Jesus to someone else? 
APPLY THE PASSAGE 

● How is God asking you to respond to this passage? 
PRAY AS A GROUP  5

1 See “Summary” above. Make sure to highlight John 20:31 as the key verse in the gospel. 
2 Make sure that you, as the leader, read through the passage multiple times and study the passage. 
Allow group members to answer the questions, but help guide the discussion in the right direction. If 
someone gives an incorrect response to a question, humbly and graciously give a correct response.  
3 Someone may ask about the designation “Word.” It’s never defined in Scripture, but it certainly refers to 
Jesus Christ, as is evident in v. 14. A few things worth highlighting about the OT use of the word “Word”: 
the Word was a part of the creation process (Genesis 1:3, Psalm 33:6), the Word is how God spoke 
through the prophets to His people (e.g. Micah 1:1), and the Word was (and is) the means by which God’s 
people understood the standard of holiness (Psalm 119:11). 
4 John was a distant relative of Jesus (cousin) and was appointed by God as a messenger about Jesus. 
John’s messages focused on repentance and preparing one’s heart for the coming Messiah (for a good 
biblical summary, see Matthew 3:1-12). John is also prophesied about in Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 4:5. 
5 Ask for prayer requests, write them down, and pray for them in the group. Remember to ask “Is there 
anything else?” and to pray over the requests throughout the next week. 


