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So, here’s the deal.  I have been to hundreds of theatre events in my lifetime.  I have seen 
Shakespeare performed on stages from Los Angeles to London.  I am an aficionado.  I may not 
be the best judge, but I say this in all sincerity: The Blackfriars Theatre at the American 
Shakespeare Center in Staunton Virginia is the home of the finest productions of classical 
theatre that I have ever seen.  There.  I said it. 
 
In addition to performing theatre arts at the highest possible level, it should also be noted that 
this is a traditional performance troupe.  That means that all of their plays are performed by the 
SAME TEN PEOPLE! Under normal conditions, there are four plays performed each season.  For 
their current reopening, the Blackfriars’ troupe will be performing two plays.  Regardless, it is a 
mind-boggling experience!  They also pick popular songs from the last fifty years that are 
reflective of the themes of the plays and then sing and play music LIVE before each show and at 
the intermission! 
 
We will stay at Hotel 24 South (previously known as Stonewall Jackson Hotel), a five-star hotel 
(4.5 on Expedia.com) attached to the Blackfriars Theatre, two blocks away from 
downtown Staunton.  Breakfast is included with the room, and the meals in town are included 
in the package! 
 
We will depart GWCS at around 10:00 am, on Friday, April 29th and stay in Staunton long 
enough to see two shows, participate in a workshop, tour the theater, listen to a lecture, visit 
the Frontier Culture Museum, as well as eat and sleep and eat and sleep!   
 
On Friday afternoon we will learn how to wield a sword Shakespeare style in the ‘Fatal Foes’ 
workshop and then attend a graduate lecture that’s part of the ‘Friday Nights Lights On’ series 
followed by ice cream in town at The Split Banana. On Saturday we will have time in the 
morning to roam the town shops and then after lunch we will see Romeo and Juliet then we will 
laugh off our dinner watching A Comedy of Errors again, followed by ice cream in town. On 
Sunday morning we will pack up, grab breakfast, and stop at The Frontier Culture Museum on 
our way home. Two Shakespearean plays (and a side trip to the Frontier Culture Museum), how 
could you possibly want more? 
 
If you like live theatre, this is just about the coolest weekend you could possibly 
experience!  With two students to a room, two tickets to the theatre, one workshop, one 
lecture, two dinners out, two lunches, two breakfasts at the hotel, two strolls into town to 
enjoy handmade ice-cream (gelato), and a tour of the Blackfriars Theatre, this trip will be 
amazing!   The entire trip will cost $495.00 per student.  The experience, of course, will be 
priceless! 
  

https://americanshakespearecenter.com/blackfriars-playhouse
https://www.hotel24south.com/
https://www.expedia.com/Staunton-Hotels-Hotel-24-South.h1311324.Hotel-Information?chkin=2022-03-10&chkout=2022-03-11&x_pwa=1&rfrr=HSR&pwa_ts=1645725607117&referrerUrl=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXhwZWRpYS5jb20vSG90ZWwtU2VhcmNo&useRewards=false&rm1=a2&destination=24+S+Market+St%2C+Staunton%2C+VA+24401%2C+USA&destType=ADDRESS&trackingData=AAAAENlfGL2BKEIzob18NsE2snMdnSmiMIWFF9CTkdIShxZM9msZh7XJhYgvkWx-EB1wanyjaGiugvJwkbrmT6YWcN2PsgpKgcm7i77wP3H5ZaJTzB6Rg-QdwlKf79kIDePOD6dOXezlDW-eWjbFPzO4kWdmtO38Qo2t4t_U4Imz260Kn1S2InCLOHG00JH82Q0CznT_352ReGaPDnEM7YpRFSS-UC2ICOoHe-zkMu4sAFuPSHodqNqKWDs6xhvi-LqFlTx3_4uNK67yYpMjPPGJZYce9r44RiGZsm4jdp-w7Mls5XCDrGIMdROz91iWEwcNdXn1Y5I3KFVU8Wf46hQexjI9gv0sroDww58sTe6OF86sR8frFOz_DWWIhpVgUHJA83khedWt8LjDcjx0O1CgCLe3a4WP3H1fdhF7Q7OgW7QEpoS7WNvBSXjbfnMrM0b7QGTQ9B5BfTwdZzWzoNjQjkFfd7t6C8NTW8AQ7H8jxFfP8QLp0NUEvB1BUBu9YlGRIer0__AZd9dvmnZQPGTwnmDUo7zqKILQpKlA0yuYgIpjbDZ6kn232dUljfglIjuwm22-RJEzjB8WM6Svlmh8NWJgN55X3EGJSvDUFiM7Y3Cch2kHxloLUiuizupEyxm-K1lGlTKPil_r8FyFCk1m2qKSQl-Pjk857OEN51bmhVXgSi156dddyCpiAQM89zjxI_fADzpB_OOo8nZoC-NJaAwBCMp6SRHtErMlwp48n1qewTNz-62ymVxqbsOz5agXjtn6EA9LqMXL02PHF5zmz1wxTkeov-aTsza3cgWuFikTUCp5YjErvGIaT21PTTtezS64rCMYPtugoQLktyFjewtmWNjSYRkrg2Wor4bh_zm3Axk9W0xVciLV7jIECWdzBGFEe6ntgZPFbtHa-eX8lx-OC2J3oGS7XQiHwRBe09YNvznAp2OLQgBAZ9dmcq6F7F1v_UY8p7ZuqIJUei6R39KnJOmx-pJ5uPAPiCjErrUc5v4QK2-kLbWkNAkb3sToAvwlPoWi3iAbZGZ4K0x8_rZGoQlphDP_ngac_-RGRztXKKO8LcWGflLN6md-iaDFu0Lm2X3ROTjxKa28JPtcNGxCffwD26krtW0oIi7UaHjYt-5M36xc7fMv7h44ZEPBrQ%3D%3D&rank=1&testVersionOverride=Buttercup%2C31936.102311.0%2C33775.98848.1%2C38414.114301.0%2C40794.121819.2%2C38427.115718.1%2C42444.123988.0%2C42876.124673.0%2C42973.124182.1%2C42974.123984.1%2C42975.124629.0%2C42976.125426.1%2C42802.125960.1%2C33739.99567.0%2C37898.109354.1%2C37930.119094.0%2C37354.113955.1%2C42950.125827.0&slots=HSR_A&position=1&beaconIssued=2022-02-24T18%3A00%3A03&sort=RECOMMENDED&top_dp=129&top_cur=USD&semdtl=&userIntent=&selectedRoomType=135060&selectedRatePlan=310377
https://www.thesplitbanana.com/
https://americanshakespearecenter.com/events/romeo-and-juliet-2022/
https://americanshakespearecenter.com/events/the-comedy-of-errors-2022/
https://www.frontiermuseum.org/
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GWCS Spring 2022 Staunton Shakespeare Trip Tentative Schedule: 

Friday 4.29.2022 

• 8:00 am – Go to gym as normal 

• 9:40 am - Pack up the van and cars & depart school (grab lunch along the way – included) 

• 2:30 pm - ‘Fatal Foes’ Combat Workshop at Blackfriars Theater  

• 5:00 PM - ‘Friday Nights Lights On’ Lecture on Herbalism   

• 7:00 pm - Go to dinner downtown at Baja Bean & Company  

• 8:30 pm - Walk to The Split Banana for a nightcap (gelato)  

• 9:00 pm - Return to the hotel 
 
 
Saturday 4.30.2022 

• 9:00 am - Breakfast at the hotel 

• 10:00 am – Opportunity to Explore Historic Downtown Staunton and visit the shops 

• 12:00 pm - Lunch at Shenandoah Pizza 

• 1:30 pm - See A Comedy of Errors  

• 4:30 pm - Relax at the hotel for a few minutes (there is a pool) 

• 5:00 pm - Walk to dinner at the Mill Street Grill (ALT: Depot Grille)  

• 7:00 pm - See Romeo and Juliet   

• 10:00 pm - Walk to The Split Banana for gelato!  

• 11:00 pm - Crash at hotel 
  
Sunday 5.1.2022 

• 8:00 am - Breakfast in hotel  

• 9:00 am - Check-out (all gear in cars) 

• 10:00 am – Tour of Blackfriars Theater 

• 12:00 pm - Lunch (TBD – Depending on Length of Tour and Weather)  

• 2:00 pm - See Frontier Culture Museum (Weather Permitting.) Option-2 is Skyline Caverns 

• 4:00 pm - Leave for school  

• 7:00 pm - Arrive at school  

 
There are a limited number of spaces reserved for GWCS at the hotel and the theatre.  If you 
want to be included on this trip, please bring a check for $495.00 (made out to GWCS) and give 
it to Ms. N-O or CLICK HERE to pay online by credit card. In previous years the spots were all 
filled quickly.  You do not need to bring any other cash on the trip: Every tax, tip, and trip to the 
snack cart is included! 
 
Please Read: Health & Safety Precautions at the American Shakespeare Center 
 

 
Richard A. Goldie 
GW Community School 
goldiera@gwcommunityschool.com 

https://americanshakespearecenter.com/blackfriars-playhouse
https://www.bajabean.com/
https://www.thesplitbanana.com/
https://www.virginia.org/listing/historic-downtown-staunton/4912/
https://www.shenpizza.com/
https://americanshakespearecenter.com/events/the-comedy-of-errors-2022/
http://millstreetgrill.com/
https://depotgrille.com/staunton/
https://americanshakespearecenter.com/events/romeo-and-juliet-2022/
https://www.thesplitbanana.com/
https://skylinecaverns.com/
https://www.gwcommunityschool.com/onlineorders/gwcs-staunton-shakespeare-trip-spring-2022
https://americanshakespearecenter.com/vaccination-requirements-faq/?_ga=2.53498920.1839174007.1645725040-484836671.1645725040
mailto:goldiera@gwcommunityschool.com?subject=Staunton%20Shakespeare%20Trip%202019

