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Son to a Father Parenting Skills Training Program
is a new program that CJC is proud to pilot along with Cole
and Nathan Williams at Ionia Bellamy Creek Prison. CJC approached Chaplain Dan Thompson about the program last
fall. Within a few short months, the program received approval by the Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC).
This program is a multicultural, parenting educational series
for men who hold one of life’s most important roles: fatherhood. It was developed specifically to suit the institutional
and interpersonal contexts shaping incarcerated men’s relationships with their children.
Son to a Father Parenting Skills Training Program builds
on a unique design that involves a father and son team, Cole
and Nate, as co-facilitators. The men enrolled at Ionia Bellamy Creek Prison attend twelve two-hour sessions at
which they are challenged to re-examine the way they see themselves as
fathers. Group discussions encourage them to become the fathers their children need them to be.
Why is this so important? The National Resource Center on Children and Families of the Incarcerated reports:
 More than 2.7 million children in the U.S. (1 in 28) have an incarcerated parent.
 Most prisons are not accessible by any form of public transportation, restricting child-parent visits.
 Approximately half of children with an incarcerated parent are under ten years old.
Cole grew up fatherless and became a single, teenage father at the age of sixteen. He was able to
reunite with his biological father later in life and became a foster parent and adopted other fatherless
boys. In class, Nate effectively explains the son’s
perspective -- a son’s expectations and disappointments of his father. Nate also has a son living in
Florida so he shares what it is like to parent from a
distance and how to nurture a relationship even if
you cannot be present in your child’s life.
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“I have no one. I am alone,”
replied one man to the question on his
CJC mentor application: Do you have
sources of support? No friends. No
family. No spouse. No community. No
church…No One!
This man applied for a mentor with Criminal Justice Chaplaincy, moved to the Living
Water Ministry home on Franklin Street and started attending worship services at nearby
First Christian Reformed Church (CRC) in Grand Rapids.
Pastor Randy Buursma from First CRC realized
he had a ministry that God had “just dropped in his
lap.” With CJC already providing mentors for the
men at the Living Waters home located across the
street from his church, he realized the three ministries should work together and collaborate. He approached Laurie Morren, CJC’s Mentor Program
Manager and Jim Bright, Living Water Ministry Executive Director, with his idea, and a new collaboration was formed with the goal of providing a
Christ centered community for the men at the Living Water house.
Pastor Randy approached his congregation and presented the idea that they could provide
mentors for every man living at the house across the street. Sixteen men and women were
interested and attended at least one of the mentor trainings held by CJC.
“This is a brand new model that we are hoping other churches will jump on board and replicate” said Ben Rosa from CJC. “It is exciting to see so many people from one congregation
come forward and be willing to invest in another person’s life.”
CJC trains and supports people who feel called to mentor men and women coming out of jail
and prison. Go to www.cjcministry.org for more information.

Horticultural Therapy involves
connecting people with plants and
nature for therapeutic purposes.
Year round, women at the Pine Rest
Freedom House meet with CJC’s
Horticultural Therapist, Debbie Albert, who ties themes such as
peace, forgiveness, love, strength,
and joy to their work in “hort therapy.” The women leave feeling refreshed and with new insights.
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“Criminogenic needs” is a mouthful, but vital for CJC’s case managers to address with clients. Research shows returning citizens with risk factors such as antisocial values and beliefs, a negative peer group, and substance abuse are
more likely to reoffend. Assisting a returning citizen obtain a job for example is
not effective unless attitudes that stir up conflict in a work setting are addressed.
Through the case management process, client needs and strengths are identified and holistic services offered.

Shawnetta came to CJC after 26 years of drug use and multiple jail terms.

She knew she needed more positive activities and support to stay in recovery.
CJC provided hygiene products, clothing, and a bus pass to meet
some of her basic needs, but Shawnetta’s ability to resist old habits and change
her thinking grew significantly through new ideas from speakers and the positive
support she received in the Take Charge life skills & support group.
“I shoplifted in the past to have gifts for my grandchildren at Christmas,” said
Shawnetta, “But this year volunteering to get gifts through CJC’s Christmas
Store decreased the stress I felt and so I made a better choice.”
CJC’s case managers work together with the
parole officers and agencies already assisting
their clients, and make referrals to community
partners. Shawnetta was connected to these
organizations for additional help with housing,
counseling, recovery support and in finding a
church community.
Returning after five years in prison, Kurt said his CJC case manager “helped with guidance and ways on how to work
with my parole agent and showed me solutions that worked for both parties…he gave me employment leads and advice
to help me move forward.” Kurt talks through challenges and frustrations with his case manager, considers his options,
and comes to more positive conclusions. Kurt also enjoys
positive social support at CJC’s Reentry Lunches at
Oakdale Park CRC and signed up for a mentor.
Kurt says about his mentor, “CJC set me up with a very good
and godly man that I have truly made friends with and he has
become a big support member in my life. I have been able to
move forward in my life and become a productive member of
society…without support like CJC has given me, I would
have most likely failed.”

Founded in 1980 by
Church of the Servant CRC.
Serving returning citizens
and their families.

Mailed with permission in
accordance with CRC guidelines.

Photos used with permission

207 Fulton St. East - Suite 3, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3278
cjcministry@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 616.454.4925

Fax: 616.454.8835

www.cjcministry.org

CJC’s 36th Annual Dinner
Thursday,
November 10, 2016
Keynote Speaker:

Jeff Smith, Ph.D.

CJC Gift Response Form
My Gift is $ ______________________________
For:

JVS Pastoral Care Fund General Other________
Check enclosed

Visa

Master Card

Credit Card #:________-________-________-________

Former Missouri State Senator, Author and Assistant
Professor of Urban Policy at Milano Graduate School
in New York City, Jeff Smith, will be speaking on recidivism and prison reform, a topic with special meaning to Mr. Smith personally.
In 2004, he was a rising political star
and narrowly missed a bid for the
US House of Representatives. In
2006, he was elected to the Missouri
State Senate. By 2009, a criminal
conviction sentenced him to Federal
Prison for a year and a day. His
most recently published book, Mr.
Smith Goes to Prison, details his
time in politics and federal prison.
(Excerpt published in April 2016 Reader’s Digest.)

Exp Date:______-______ Security Code:________
Month

Year

(Last 3 digits on back of card)

Signature_________________________________
Name: ______________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Email: ______________________________
Address:__________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

