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Meeting Date

May 20, 2015
(3rd Wednesday each month)

Speaker: Brandon Tam
Topic: Paphiopedilums according
to The Huntington
A few months after graduating high
school at the age of 16 (and before
beginning college to receive the
Bachelor of Science in Plant Science at
the California State University, Pomona),
the Director of the Botanical Gardens at
The Huntington offered Brandon an
internship within the Orchid Department
to reorganize and perpetuate the
collection. Brandon has been with the
institution over 8 years in total, but 5
years with the Orchid Collection
specifically. Currently at the age of 21,
Brandon is The Orchid Collection
Specialist
focusing
mostly
in
Paphiopedilums since a large chunk of
the collection at The Huntington consists
of that specific genus. Overseeing one of
the United States largest Orchid
Collection of 16,000 plants is no easy
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We could use lots of help setting
things up and tearing-down.
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Officers

Brandon Tam and Amorphophallus titanium flower.

task but Brandon manages to get it
done. From hybridizing new plants to
the propagation of rare and endangered
species, it is a high priority for The
Huntington to further the advancements
of plants within the Orchid world. At the
moment, Brandon is working on the
conservation aspect of the collection
while acquiring and adding more rare
orchids to The Huntington’s fast growing
collection. He stays active in the orchid
world by being a member of 7 different
orchid societies located all over Southern
California while having the experience of
being on the Board of Directors at The
San Gabriel Valley Orchid Society.
Brandon’s participation in the orchid
world is very limited at the moment due
to his busy schedule working full time
but plans on getting more involved as
his schedule becomes less hectic. Down
the road, he plans to travel the world
Orchid Hunting on behalf of The
Huntington Botanical Gardens. Along
with being The Orchid Collection
Specialist, he is also the keeper of the
Amorphophallus
titanum
collection,
better known as the Corpse Flower. He
manages and oversees 50 titanums
alongside the Orchid Collection in the
greenhouse
and
has
successfully
bloomed one flower during his tenure
there in August of 2014.
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President’s Message
Nohline L’Ecuyer

Nohline starting the Mounting/Potting Workshop
meeting
photo courtesy Don Buist

I cannot believe that a year has
passed so quickly and what fun we
have had. I am sorry to say not many
members joined us by volunteering
and this is disappointing.
Several reminders - May is our
potluck meeting and so please bring
your favorite dish with enough food to
feed about 12/15. We had a fabulous
turnout in December and so we hope
we can do the same at this meeting.
We have our officer installation at
our May meeting. We are still looking
for a 1st Vice President, so if someone
would like to volunteer, we would
welcome your help in arranging
speakers for our meetings.
Our May speaker is Brandon Tam
from the beautiful Huntington Library
and Gardens. They will also be
supplying the Opportunity Table and
always have some really fabulous and
different plants.
In June we are going to have a
round table discussion. We will need
you, our members, to bring in plants
which you think may be diseased
(please keep it sealed in a plastic bag);
plants that you are not sure how to
grow; not sure how to repot; not sure
what it is and just in general need
some advice on. We will all discuss the
plants and we will learn something
new. I have a rather large Laelia (I
May 2015

think) that has overgrown its pot and I
don't know how to repot it. So I will be
looking for help.
Also at the June meeting we will be
testing for viruses. These test kits cost
$6.00, each (our cost). We will do
some testing at the meeting and will
also have kits available for you to
purchase and test at home.
I want to remind everyone of the
judging rules which require a plant to
be owned for at least 6 months prior to
being put up for judging. Please
remember that everyone gets around
and we see plants on display at various
vendors. When they then appear at a
meeting a few weeks later, it is often
brought to our attention. In future,
plants with questionable ownership will
be excluded from judging.
Also a reminder that one can only
enter 4 plants per section, otherwise it
could be possible to "take over" a
category and while these plants are all
beautiful, it tends to exclude other
members from getting awards. So pick
your best four plants for a section and
then put the other beauties in the
"Just for Show" section.
Remember your annual dues of
$15.00, are now due. You will receive
three raffle tickets if you pay your dues
at the May meeting; 2 tickets at the
June meeting and one at the July
meeting. If you have not paid your
dues by July, you will be dropped from
the roster and newsletter distribution.
The new roster will be issued in
August.
It has been a wonderful year and I
look forward to exciting things in the
coming year.

Visitors
Candy Jester
MARJORIE ANDERSON
NORI ARAKAWA
DENNIS FERRIS & REBECCA MEAD
KAREN KISSINGER
BARBARA MEDDY
We hope you enjoyed our April
Mounting/Potting Workshop. It is
one of the most anticipated
events of the year.
We hope to see you again, to
discuss how your mounted
orchid is doing.
Anniversary
Brenda Ward
BRENDA WARD
What do you know; it’s me.
15 Years!!!
Meeting Activities
Since we are having our Potluck,
installation of Officers, and
Annual High Point Awards, there
WILL BE NO:
Plant Judging;
Member Plant Sales Table;
Library; or
Beginners’ & Gardeners’ Table.
Our activities for the meeting on
the 20th WILL INCLUDE:
Installation of Officers;
High Point Awards;
Potluck;
Speaker, Brandon Tam;
Membership Table;
Opportunity Table
Contributor to our 2015 Auction

Nohline assisting Workshop attendees at the April
meeting
photo courtesy Don Buist
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Andy’s Orchids
Andy Phillips
734 Ocean View Avenue
Encinitas CA 92024
888.514.2639
info@andysorchids.com
http://www.andysorchids.com
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Ribbon Judging Results
April 15, 2015 Meeting
Cindy & Rolland Taylor

Mounting Potting Workshop
April 15, 2015 Meeting

wardbrendar@hotmail.com

Standard Cymbidium
1 Place ... Tammy & Jamie Anderson
2nd Place .. Tammy & Jamie Anderson
3rd Place .. Tammy & Jamie Anderson
st

Dendrobium
1st Place ............................. Una Yeh
2nd Place ...................... Bob Laughlin
3rd Place ............................ Una Yeh
Phalaenopsis
1st Place ............ Anne-Line Anderson
2nd Place ........... Anne-Line Anderson
3rd Place ...................... Darrell Lovell
Paphiopedilum
1st Place ....................... Richard
2nd Place ...................... Richard
3rd Place ...................... Richard
Cultural Award ............. Richard

Hess
Hess
Hess
Hess

Botanical
1st Place ....................... Richard Hess
2nd Place ............................ Una Yeh
3rd Place ...................... Bob Laughlin
Cultural .............................. Una Yeh
Oncidium
1st Place ............................. Una Yeh
2nd Place ........... Anne-Line Anderson
3rd Place ....................... Dan Warren
Laelia Tribe (Small)
1st Place ................... Janet Roberson
2nd Place ............................ Una Yeh
3rd Place ....................... Dan Warren

There are more pictures throughout the issue

***
Opportunity Knocking
Edie Gulrich
This month we have a new source for
some beauties to take home, if you
buy tickets, that is.
Brandon Tam, from the Huntington,
will be providing the table this month.
Don't let someone else take home
that jewel you're eyeballing. Buy your
tickets so you have a good chance at
them.
See you on the 20th.
***

Laelia Tribe (Large)
1st Place ................... Janet Roberson
2nd Place .................. Janet Roberson
3rd Place .................. Janet Roberson
Species
1st Place ....................... Bob Laughlin
2nd Place .................. Janet Roberson
3rd Place ...................... Richard Hess
Cultural Award .. Candy & Walt Jester
Vandacious
1st Place ....................... Richard Hess
2nd Place ...................... Bob Laughlin
Cultural Award ............. Richard Hess
Novelty Cymbidium
1st Place ....................... Bob Laughlin
2nd Place ...................... Bob Laughlin
Novice
1st Place ............................ John Cox
2nd Place ........................... John Cox

Judges’ Choice Award
Cynorkis uncinata
Owned by Richard Hess
May 2015

Orchid 411
Brenda Ward
Orchid Digest Representative

Orange County Orchid Society

Orchid Digest hosts a Speakers’ Day
every year. This year it will be on
Saturday, June 13, in the Ahmanson
Classroom in the Botanical Center of
the Huntington Library, Art Collections
& Botanical Gardens in San Marino, CA
from 12:30 pm to 8:00 pm.
Scheduled speakers are:
•Steven Beckendorf: “Searching for
Orchid in Southeastern Peru”;
•Marc Hachadourian: “Orchid Species
You Should Not Try to Grow”;
•Harold Koopowitz / Steven Hampson:
“Madagascar: Leaping Lemurs and
Orchids”; and
•Peter Lin: “Trending Phalaenopsis
Novelty Hybridizing”.
The lecturer is Carol Woodin who
will speak on “An Artist on the Orchid
Trail”.
Tickets are $65.00, ($80.00, at the
door). In addition to the afternoon
seminar, a wine and cheese happy
hour,
dinner,
and
evening
entertainment will be provided.
Reservations are available online at
www.orchiddigest.org. You may also
contact Simone at 562.431.1247 or
orchidsimonef@aol.com.
Speakers’ Day is always a fun,
relaxing day to learn about orchids
and their habitat. There’s plenty of
time to socialize. It is my goal to have
enough of us to fill a table of eight.
Contact me if you have any questions.
While we are on the subject of
Orchid Digest, I would like to ask you
to help Orchid Digest with their fund
raising without actually donating your
own money or time. Do you shop at
amazon.com? If you do, please
consider
signing
up
at
smile.amazon.com and designate
Orchid Digest as your charitable
organization. Amazon will donate
0.5% of the eligible purchase price.
Shopping at smile.amazon.com is the
same as shopping at amazon.com –
the same products, prices and service.
I’ll see you at Speakers’ Day!
***
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Some of the mounting materials

Photos by Don Buist

2015–2016 Officers and Board
Janet Roberson
We voted on the roster last month and the listing
which follows shows our officers for next fiscal year.
Nohline L’Ecuyer, President
**Open**, First Vice President
Edie Gulrich, Second Vice President
Connie Ray, Corporate Secretary
Candy Jester, Membership Secretary
Susan Scheffler, Treasurer
Peggie Berry, Director 2016
Janet Roberson, Director 2016
Joy Keyser, Director 2017
Sharon Tanner, Director 2017
Richard Hess, Director 2018
Tim Roby, Director 2018
As you can see, we are still looking for a First Vice
President. Please think it over and give the position
some consideration. It is a lot of fun and you would
get to meet a lot of very interesting speakers and
knowledgeable orchid people.
***

Instructional Picture Boards by Dan Warren

April Mounting Workshop Report
Dan Warren
Our annual April Mounting Workshop is always a
special event. It’s a hands-on meeting where
everyone can create their own mounted orchid,
absolutely unique and one of a kind. Feelings run

high, there is a lot of excitement, and everyone
participates eagerly. This is probably the most fun
meeting of the year. This year was even more so.
And the finished mounts people took home were
especially attractive.
Peggie Berry enjoyed it so much she sent us an email card thanking us. This was very much
appreciated by everyone involved!
Vergil and Marilyn Hettick were in San Francisco
this year and could not participate, but we soldiered
on as we knew they wanted us to.
Choice was the key word for this workshop. All
present could choose between mounting orchids on
wood, mounting them on cork, and potting them.
Innovation was also a key word, as I made 25 dual
purpose orchid mounts complete with stained
plywood bases and heavy gauge hooks so they can
be hung during the year for watering and brought in
the house and placed anywhere for display when in
bloom.
Jerry L’Ecuyer also made several mounts with
bases, using sections cut from an insect-eaten tree.
The distressed bases were very attractive, and
unique.
We had a really abundant supply of mounting
materials. I had spent parts of the year helping cut
down a small orchard in San Diego and brought in
the best pieces from it. I also brought in some
special wood from a cork tree at Fullerton
Arboretum. Edie Gulrich brought in many pieces of
cork, and Nohline L’Ecuyer brought in a good supply
of orchid mix and pots.
I demonstrated how to mount orchids on wood
with screws and bell wire, Edie Gulrich demonstrated
mounting orchids on cork with fishing line, and
Nohline L’Ecuyer demonstrated potting orchids in
pots and orchid potting mix.
The pre-finished mounts with bases proved a big
hit, being among the first to go. Comments were
heard that they made very professional looking
mounts. The rest of the materials were well received
also. It was said that there was no rush to get the
best piece of wood because they were all special.
There were plenty of fine orchids to choose from,
and many people bought and mounted several.
Putting on this mounting event takes a lot of effort
from a large number of people. All these deserve our
deep thanks for their effort that made this year a
success:
Mounting/Potting Workshop organization:
Nohline L’Ecuyer
Dan Warren
(April Mounting Workshop Report Continued on Page 5)
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(April Mounting Workshop Report Continued from Page 4)

Sourcing and purchasing great orchids, sorting,
labeling and getting them ready for sale:
Don Buist
Janet Roberson
Setting up tables:
Peggie Berry
Walter Jester
Darrell Lovell
Tim Roby
Setup for plant judging and recruiting judges:
Cindy Taylor
Rolland Taylor
Greet and assist people:
Edie Gulrich
Candy Jester
Walter Jester
Plant table supervision:
Eddie Gulrich
Jan Hennessey
Jerry L’Ecuyer
Tim Roby
Cashiers:
Edie Gulrich
Susan Scheffler
Mount preparation:
Alfred Estrada
Edie Gulrich
Jan Hennessey
Dick Hess
Nohline L’Ecuyer
Darrell Lovell
Dan Warren
Refreshments:
Rosa Laursen
Barbara Olson
Clean-up:
Peggie Berry
Walter Jester
Rosa Laursen
Tim Roby
***

They will be on the Membership table and will have the
expiration date of May 31, 2016.
On the practical side, belonging to OCOS and coming
to the monthly meetings reminds us to take care of our
own orchid collection, to fertilize, and repot. When we
see the plants brought in for judging, the beautiful
results of other members’ hard work, we are inspired
to put in quality time on our own plants, and realize
that they too can be awe-inspiring.
What a bargain! OCOS Membership is still only
$15.00, a year for a family living at the same address.
***

Such concentration!

Just getting going.

New This Year - Special Dues Incentive
Edie Gulrich
It's time for your annual renewal of dues and this year
we're adding an incentive to pay early. For those
renewing in May, you will receive 3 special raffle
tickets, should you wait until June to renew, you will
receive 2 tickets and if you really drag your feet and
pay in July, you'll only get one. These special tickets
will go into a separate drawing each month from the
regular Opportunity Table for a special prize.
So……it's in your best interest to pay early for those
special tickets, which will be a different color from the
regular tickets. Why procrastinate, you know you're
going to pay anyway, so take advantage of a special
event.
See you at the meeting; bring your checks or cashin-hand to pay your dues.
***

Membership Dues 2015-16
Candy Jester
Dues for the 2015-16 year are due and payable as of
May 31st. We would like to publish the new OCOS
Directory as soon as possible. Please be sure that your
contact information in those pages is correct, then
send a $15.00, check to Candy Jester, Membership
Chair, or bring your check to the May Meeting.
For those of you who have always wanted one:
Membership cards are now available for all members.

Checking Out

May 2015
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May Meeting Potluck
Connie Ray
I hope to see everyone at our upcoming May
meeting/installation which is also our annual May
Potluck! We had awesome participation and an
amazing variety of wonderful food in December, so
let’s duplicate that same enthusiasm for our May
potluck as well. Remember if you have dietary
restrictions, you are welcome to bring a special food
item which I am sure everyone would love to try out!
In order to have an awesome potluck we all need to
commit to participating! Please contact me if you have
not yet signed up for a food item for our potluck. My
cell no. is 909.973.9100. I look forward to hearing
from you!
***

2014 Display with Jamie & Tammy Anderson – photo by Dan Warren

Orange County Home and Garden Show
May 29 through 31, 2015
Dan Warren
For the fourth consecutive year we will put on a booth
at the Spring Home and Garden Show at the Anaheim
Convention Center.
Each year we mount live, flowering orchids on
interesting mounts, looking for people who want to
learn more about growing orchids. When we find
them, we offer them the opportunity to join our club.
Janet Roberson offers three issues of our full color email Ranger at no charge to those who want to know
more about us before making a decision. This has
been very successful in the past, bringing new
members into the club every year.
What makes this so rewarding is that we get to
meet a large number of other people who like
ourselves, love orchids and want to know more about
growing them. These are the kind of people our club
is organized for. Meeting and talking to them, sharing
our love of orchids with them is a great pleasure.
Making it possible for more of them to join us is one
May 2015

of the best things we can do for OCOS. New
members are the lifeblood of our organization.
This year the show will be from May 29 thru May
31. We are looking for members who are willing to
spend a few hours on one or more of those days to
help make this happen. We are looking for volunteers
in the following categories:
1. Set-up
2. Manning the Booth
3. Take down.
Parking will be free to those helping, and they will
be free to enjoy this great event when they are not at
the booth. This is a great way to enjoy this always
interesting event at no cost.
Set-up and take down is much easier now that we
rent the tables and chairs and we do not have to
carry them in and out of the building.
I will be there all days, helping with the set-up and
take down, as well as demonstrating mounting
orchids with live, flowering orchids pretty much all
day each day.
If this sounds interesting to you, and you would like
to help make it happen, there will be a sign-up sheet
at Candy’s table during our meeting on May 20. You
can also volunteer at any time by calling me at my
home, 909.396.0172.
***
June Round Table
Dana Seelig
Join us for a Round Table where you can bring your
problem Plants. We will have an open discussion
about Culture, how to grow a plant that someone else
is having trouble growing. All of us have problem
plants, and at the same time we also have plants we
are extremely successful with. This is an opportunity
for all of us to learn from each other.
Bring 1 to 3 problem plants, they will be visually
checked for insects and signs of Virus. Plants will be
placed in the center of the room. When we start,
Plants will then be randomly selected, the grower will
then be asked to take a minute or two to describe
their growing area and how they water/fertilize, etc.
their plant. Members and guests will be asked to
describe how they have successfully grown the same
plant. This is intended to be an educational fun
evening where everyone can learn and grow in our
orchid knowledge.
During the meeting the society will offer 1 Virus test
performed on 1 plant for anyone who brings in
plants. We will also have a limited number of test kits
for sale after the round table.
Join us for a hands-on Orchid Culture evening.
***
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Plant as Originally Mounted

Lava Burst Mount Rework
Article and Photos by Dan Warren
Small round balls of digested wood on the cedar plank
base were the first indications that this mount had a
live insect or insects inside of it. Removing the cedar
base, I found the base had been partially eaten away
as well, confirming the diagnosis. As I really liked this
mount, I determined to save it by killing the invader.
As this was a challenge I had not previously
addressed, it would also be a learning experience as
well.

The first step was to remove the existing plant.
Holding the entire mount under a gentle spray of
warm water for a couple of minutes coaxed the roots
into letting go of the wood, allowing me to gently
remove the orchid from the mount without damaging
it. The warm water not only relaxes the grip of the
roots on the wood, but pumps the plant full of water,
which is a great side benefit.

There are at least two ways to kill an insect inside a
piece of wood. One way is to raise the temperature of
the wood high enough to kill the insect. The other way
is to soak the wood in a saturated solution of Epsom
salt long enough for the salt to find its way into the
insect burrow and kill the insect; wanting to do this
only once, I opted to do both of them. This was a belt
and suspender approach that should give me fail-safe
results.
Setting my oven at 375 degrees, I put the mount in
for 2 hours. Considering the small diameter of the
branch, I felt certain the center of the wood would
reach killing temperature for the insect in that time.
This is a safe temperature for solid wood as its ignition
temperature is 482 degrees. Warning: deteriorated
wood can ignite at a lower temperature.
Bringing the hot mount out of the oven with oven
mitts on, I took it outside and immediately submerged
it in a saturated solution of Epsom salt that I keep on
hand at all times. Putting it hot into the salt would
draw the salt into any cracks or holes in its outer
surface as the wood cooled, ensuring deep penetration
of the salt. I weighted the wood down and soaked it
the rest of the night and part of the next day to give it
plenty of time to soak in.
Over the next couple of days I washed the wood
thoroughly three times to get the salt out. Even
knowing that small amounts of Epsom salts act as
fertilizer, I still wanted to make sure the salt was
completely washed out for my peace of mind.
Letting the wood dry completely, a good brushing
with a steel brush removed any slightly charred wood
and enhanced the grain.
Discarding the old cedar plank base, I put the orchid
back on in a different location gave the mounted plant
a new and better balanced appearance. Not only is it
now insect free, but it also looks better.

Newly Reconnected Plant and Mount
May 2015
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C/O JANET ROBERSON
PO BOX 872
LA HABRA CA 90633-0872
ocosranger@twc.com
562.697.7082
562.697.0764 (FAX)

Meeting Date – Wednesday, May 20th
Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.

Information deadline is the 25th of each month.

Upcoming Events Calendar
th

May 16
9 AM – 4 PM

Casa de Las Orquideas 14th Annual Super Seedling Sale – 170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach
Info: www.orquideas.com or 858.755.7572

May 20th

Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting

Meeting 7:30 PM Speaker: Brandon Tam of the Huntington Botanical Gardens
Subject: Paphiopedilums according to The Huntington
Plant table will be by the Speaker
May 21st
Preview 6PM
Gavel 7 PM

San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction – LA County Arboretum & Botanic Garden
301 North Baldwin Ave., Ayers Hall, Arcadia 91106 – Info: www.sgvoh.org

June 6th
10 AM – 1 PM

Hatfield Orchids will be at Yamada Company, 706 West Gardena Boulevard, Gardena 90247
Hands on potting demonstration at 11:00 am, and virus testing available for $5.00, per test

June 7th (Sunday) Orange County Orchid Society – Board Meeting
1:00 PM
at the home of Nohline L’Ecuyer
June 10th
5:30 PM PST

AOS Webinar open to all! – Ron McHatton will present another Greenhouse Chat
To register (but not until late May or early June), go to www.aos.org, click on ‘Webinars’ top of page

June 13th
12:30 PM – 8 PM

Orchid Digest Speakers’ Day – ‘Orchid Potpourri’
Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens
Reservations and information available online at www.orchiddigest.org
or contact 562.431.1247; orchidsimonef@aol.com

June 17th

Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting

Meeting 7:30 PM Special Activity: Round Table Discussion

May 2015
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Print this form, fill it in and either mail it to the address at the bottom or bring it to the next meeting.
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Plant Judging Pictures
photos by Janet Roberson

Standard Cymbidium – First Place
Cym. Cindy Lou ‘Geyserland’ x Cym. madidum ‘New Horizon’
Tammy & Jamie Anderson

Dendrobium – First Place
Den. Unnamed – Una Yeh

Phalaenopsis – First Place
Phal. ‘Nina’s White’ – Anne-Line Anderson

Paphiopedilum – First Place
Paph. Fumi’s Delight – Richard Hess

Paphiopedilum – Cultural Award
Phrag. Jason Fischer – Richard Hess

May 2015

Small Laelia – First Place
Epc. Kyoguchi ‘Happy Field’ – Janet Roberson

Orange County Orchid Society
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Plant Judging Pictures
photos by Janet Roberson

Large Laelia – First Place
Iwanagaara Apple Blossom ‘Fantastic’ – Janet Roberson

Botanical – First Place & Judges’ Choice Award
Cynorchis uncinata – Richard Hess

Botanical - Cultural Award
Chysis bractescens – Una Yeh

Oncidium – First Place
Tolumnia (Dark Red) – Una Yeh

photo by Don Buist

Species – First Place
Arphophylum gigantea – Bob Laughlin

Species –Cultural Award
Zygostates alleniana – Candy Jester
photo by Don Buist
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Plant Judging Pictures
photos by Janet Roberson

Vanda – First Place & Cultural Award
Vanda (hartmanii x Heidi) – Richard Hess
photo by Don Buist

Novelty Cymbidium – First Place
Cym. Krunda ‘Ha Bui’– Bob Laughlin

Novice – First Place
Unnamed Zygopetalum – John Cox
photo by Don Buist
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Meeting Pictures
photos by Don Buist
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Meeting Pictures
photos by Don Buist
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events
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Orange County Orchid Society
Everyone Welcome!
Meetings are the
Third Wednesday
of Every Month

Member Ribbon Judging
7:00 PM
General Meeting
7:30 PM
Meeting Location:
Yorba Linda Public Library
Community Room
(Lower Level)
18181 Imperial Highway
Yorba Linda CA 92886
For more Information:
Nohline L’Ecuyer
orchids@nohline.com
714.491.6660

Brassavola perrinii
Picture taken
‘After the Storm’
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