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Activity : Annual Auction  

Our Annual Auction is the supporting 
force for our Society. This is the 
single most important event of the 
year at which we are provided the 
funding for almost all the expenses 
of the entire year to follow.  

From our Auction proceeds we can 
pay for the huge room we are able to 
use at the Yorba Linda Public Library 
every month. These proceeds also 
make available all the speakers and 
costs for the special meeting activities 
we are able to offer, so we can learn 
new things and have fun doing them.  
Our Opportunity Table is purchased 
each month with the Auction acquired 
funds.  

At most of our monthly meetings we 
have various tables at which the 
Society makes a little extra money to 
help with the smaller expenses that 
pop up from time -to-time, but the 
Auction is the backbone of our survival 
as a Society. 

We are fortunate to have terrific 
Commercial Supporters all around the 
globe offering their help in the form of  
donations. And we have many 
members willing to support OCOS by 
making donations as well, to populate 
the tables and stage area the night of 
the auction, filling it to the brim.  

Behind the scenes, for the last 
couple of months, there have been 
many members writing l etters, making 
contacts, receiving shipments, picking 
up local donations and readying 
everything for our big night.  

And there will be more volunteers 
giving their assistance the night of the 
Auction with all the activities required 
of an evening such as this. 

It is a fun evening, where snacks 
and treats are always available and 
where members and visitors alike can 
have the thrill of bidding on plants, 
supplies and other items, and the 
ecstasy of ending up with the prize.  

Come early and enjoy the evening 
with us! 
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Presidentôs Message 
Nohline LôEcuyer 

orchids@nohline.com 

Happy New Year everyone! I hope this 
coming year brings you all you wish 
for - health and happiness. 

I am sure some of you have set 
some goals as far as your orchid 
growing is concerned. I know last year 
one of mine was to repot all of my 
orchids. Well I got everything in the 
greenhouse done, but still have a lot 
to do outside, so that is my goal for 
2016. 

 

Our thanks to George Hatfield for a 
wonderful presentation at our 
December meeting even though he 
wasn't feeling that great! He was also 

super, super generous with the raffle 
table and brought many wonderful 
plants for all of us. I believe just about 
everyone won something! Our 
congratulations to George as well for 
becoming the new President of the 
American Orchid Society! 

Thanks also to all of those who 
brought food for a wonderful potluck! 
The spread was great and there was 
plenty of food for everyone.  

January is auction month and Edie 
Gulrich has been working hard at 
getting wonderful donations from 
orchid vendors around the country. 
There are plenty of volunteers who 
help Edie with pick-ups and deliveries 
and accounting and running and taking 
money. Remember we will also be 
taking credit cards if you don't want to 
spend the cash - there is a 3% 
surcharge which is what we are 
charged by the bank. So please bring 
your dollars; friends and family to 
support this really wonderful event - 
our major fund raiser of the year. 6:30 
preview; auction starts at 7:00 - Peter 
Lin, our super knowledgeable member 
and AOS judge, with be the 
auctioneer. Bring a plate of munchies 
and letôs have some fun while we 
shop! 

We need to establish a nominating 
committee for the new board of 
directors and as a preview we will 

Visitor s 
Candy Jester 

DEAN SOMERSBY 

So glad you could visit us in 
December and we look forward 
to seeing you again. 

January Meeting Activities  

This Monthôs Activities: 

Annual Auction 

Membership Table 

Refreshment Table 

Please bring snacks to share on 
the table wi th everyone. 

There will be NO:  

Member Plant Sales 

Library 

Beginnersô & Gardenersô Table 

Culture Class 

Plant Judging 

Opportunity Table 

need to fill the following positions 
- some people have termed out 
(President and two Directors) and 
Janet Roberson is relinquishing all 
her duties, particularly that of 
newsletter Editor at the end of 
May. We need at least 5 people 
to step forward to be on the 
nominating committee and will 
need some people to step up to 
take over these vacant spots on 
the Board. So please let's get 
involved in keeping the society 
running smoothly. 

Stay warm and dry and we look 
forward to seeing you at the 
auction! 

 

 
Frozen fountain shared by Rosa Laursen in Chino Hills last month. 

mailto:orchids@nohline.com
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HOW DO YOU SAY THAT? 
Nohline LôEcuyer 

Pterostylis tare-oh-STYE-liss 

purpurata per-per-AH-tah 

Schomburgkia shom-BERG-kee-ah 

Zygopetalinae zye-go-PET-ah-lee-nee 

Aerangis ay-er-RANG-gis 

Angraecum an-GREY-kum 

Rhyncholaelia rink-oh-LAY-lee-ah 

Prosthechea pros--THEEK-ee-ah 

wardii WARD-ee-ii 

Unknownus un-NO-nus 

* * *  

 
E. tampensis var. alba  

óMendenhallô 
Article & Pictures by Dan Warren 

In August of this year, I wrote how 
much I enjoyed my first mount of E. 
tampensis. It is a small Florida and 
Bahama native epiphyte that grows 
about six or eight inches tall and bears 
its petite, lovely flowers on a tall stem 
about a foot high. It loves being on 
wood, and the flowers are perfectly to 
scale with the plant. In that article, I 
vowed that this would not be my last 
E. tampensis mount. 

Always happy to please, our Peter 
Lin of Diamond Orchids e-mailed me 
when he found this lovely alba version 
of it. Delighted, I immediately ordered 
three of them per the odd number 
rule.  

As these were clones, not crossings, 
I was especially interested in finding 
just the right piece of wood to display 
them best. It would have to be very 
distinctive, hold all three of them , and 
showcase them well. Luckily, I did not 
have to look too long to find this great 
piece in my wood pile. 

Ribbon Judging Results  
December 16, 2015 Meeting  

Nohline LôEcuyer 

Stand ard Cymbidium  
1st Place  ............   Candy & Walt Jester 

Dendrobium  

1st Place  ............   Candy & Walt Jester 

Phalaenopsis  

no entries 

Paphiopedilum  

1st Place  .......................   Bob Laughlin 
2nd Place  ......................   Bob Laughlin 

3rd Place  ......................   Bob Laughlin 

Botanical  

no entries 

Oncidium  

1st Place  .......................   Bob Laughlin 
2nd Place  ............................   Una Yeh 

3rd Place  ............................   Una Yeh 

Laelia Tribe (Small)  

1st Place  ........................   Dan Warren 

2nd Place  ............................   Una Yeh 
3rd Place  ...........   Anne-Line Anderson 

Laelia Tribe (Large)  

1st Place  ...................   Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  .......................   Dan Warren 

3rd Place  ............................   Una Yeh 

Species  

1st Place  .......................   Bob Laughlin 

2nd Place  .......................   Edie Gulrich 
3rd Place  ......................   Bob Laughlin 

Vandacious  

1st Place  ..................   Shirley Hayhurst 
2nd Place  ......................   Bob Laughlin 

3rd Place  ......................   Bob Laughlin 

Novelty Cymbidium  
no entries 

Nov ice  

no entries 

 

Judgesô Choice Award 

Odont. Patôs Choice 
Owned by Bob Laughlin 

January 2015 Auction  

We had a terrific Auction last year due 
largely to these commercial growers 
who donated items that sold and kept 
us growing last year. 

 

Andyôs Orchids 
 

Cal-Orchid  
 

Casa de las Orquideas  
 

Diamond Orchids  
 

Hatfield Orchids  
 

Kalapana Tropicals  
 

Mariposa Garden  
 

Monsoon Flora Orchids  
 

Orchids Royale  
 

OrchidWiz, L.L.C.  
 

Outdoor Images  
 

rePotme.com  
 

Santa Barb ara Orchid Estate  
 

Sunset Valley Orchids  
 

The Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical 

Gardens  
 

Malika Orchids dba 
The OrchidWorks  

 
Tropical Orchid Farm Inc.  

 
Wiseôs Orchids 

 
Zuma Canyon Orchids Inc.  

 

Thank You for your Support!  

* * *  
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My first step was to clamp the still potted plants to 
the manzanita to see if they would work out on this 
wood. The answer was an emphatic yes. One short 
vertical branch in the center had to come out, and a 
small piece of wood needed to be added to its base 
to steady it, but all else was fine.  

   

Removing the plants from the pots, I washed 
them, wired them in place temporarily, and waited a 
day or so to see how they looked from different 
angles and by the light of a different day. Then I 
fastened them permanently in place with the usual 
wires and small, hidden screws to look as natural as 
possible. 

 

The results were all I had hoped for. The long 
narrow manzanita looks completely different from 

different directions, and the plants are held at 
different heights but  pretty much in a straight line. 
This ended up having the familiar ambience of a 
candelabra, but with the special appeal of wood and 
orchid. This worked out very well.  

 

* * *  

AOS Corner  
Denise Lucero 

Committee Member, Orchid Society Membership and 
Affiliated Societies Committee 

Upcoming Webinars: 

Judging Seminar  

January 14 at 8:30pm EST (everyone welcome) 

George Hatfield, Accredited AOS Judge, will discuss 
how to judge cymbidiums following the AOS judging 
criteria. This will be the first in a monthly serie s on 
AOS judging and will qualify to fulfill one hour of the 
annual required 12 education hours for AOS judges. 

Register now! https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reg
ister/4165038377520489473. 

January 20 at 8:30pm EST (Members Only) 

Brazilian Cattleya (Laelia)  

Francisco Miranda for a discussion and tour of the 
Brazilian Cattleyas and their habitats 

Register now! https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reg
ister/8841387774699307521. 

Want to learn, but canôt make the date? The live 
webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to 
view the webinars at your convenience. 

* * *  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8841387774699307521
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8841387774699307521
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injuries. Donôt be stingy, put in plenty of extra salt so 
that as you use up the solution, you can add more 
water. When you add more water and cannot feel 
the salt, add a lot more salt until you can feel it. 
Epsom salt is cheap and readily purchased at any 
drugstore. 

The solution is always good, even if it becomes 
green and gunky looking. Salt removes water from 
living things, killing them. That is why we have long 
preserved foods such as fish and ham with salt. 
Natron, a natural salt, was also used to preserve 
mummies, protecting them f or thousands of years. 

Strip off any plant, screws or wires. Remove the 
base and dip the mount in the salt solution. Long 
immersion is not necessary. The salt does its work 
very quickly. Nevertheless, when I have wood 
mounts or pots with attached trays on their bottoms, 
I soak them a few minutes to make sure that the 
salt has time enough to work its way into any crack 
or crevice. I then wash them freely with water to get 
all the salt off. Fortunately, very small amounts of 
salt left on the wood actually ser ve as a fertilizer. 
Some of our best fertilizers have a little Epsom salt 
in them. But to be safe, wash thoroughly.  

Larger pieces can be treated one end at a time. If 
there is no overlap, the untreated section can be 
swabbed with a rag wet with the soluti on. 

 
Renewed mount which has been stripped, dipped, received a new 

base and is now waiting to make a good home for an orchid 

 
Strip and Dip:  Sterilizing Used Mounts  

Article & Photos by Dan Warren 

Do not discard a good piece of mounting wood just 
because it has been used once. It can be sterilized 
for its next orchid just by submerging it in a bucket 
of saturated Epsom salt for a short while.   

   

A saturated solution of Epsom salt is one which 
has so much salt in the solution that some salt 
cannot dissolve and lies on the bottom of the 
bucket. You can test this by simply putting your 
hand in the bucket and feeling the salt on the 
bottom. This will not harm your skin as soaking in 
Epsom salt is excellent for sprains or other small 


