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For those weary of winter but lacking a green thumb,
Modern Faux Flower Projects offers the complete guide ».-' y
to making fabulous artificial arrangements.




M other Nature is notoriously fickle—a surprise late
frost can wither away a garden’s beautiful early
blooms. Plus, some spring flowers are finicky things to boot.
Too much sunshine and they fade; too much water, they
expire. What's a lover of flowers to do?

Author Stevie Storck proves in her debut book that there’s
nothing prettier—or simpler—than springtime flowers that
look more fabulous when fake. “Artificial flowers and plants
are experiencing a renaissance in the home decor world, and
it's not hard to see why!” writes Stevie, who readily lists all the
pros to choosing faux flowers. “Never before have artificial
flowers been more realistic or more widely available.”

Apart from their hyperrealism, these flowers
have other advantages. “Faux florals are a long-
lasting and low-maintenance alternative to fresh-
cut flowers and live plants,” Stevie continues.
Not to mention, faux flowers help spruce up a
spring abode and offer more bang for your buck
since they don't need constant replenishing.
Plus, artificial flowers work anywhere, from the
mantel to the kitchen counter, regardless of ample
sunlight. Going faux makes sense when considering
the time component in creating flower arrangements
and centerpieces. ‘T argue that if youre going to take the
time to handcraft something, why wouldn't you want it to stick
around for more than a couple of days?” she notes.

Stevie's entertaining take on artificial flowers and easy-to-
follow guides make Modern Faux Flower Projects amust-read
for home decorators. But it's her fun, and often unassuming,
authorly voice that will draw in readers and captivate their
attention. “T am not a professional florist,” Stevie affirms.
“Tam an interior designer, blogger, wife, and mother who
enjoys crafting in my spare time. I have no formal training
in floristry. I would describe myself as a self-taught hobbyist
and general flower enthusiast.” Who among us cannot relate?
“Hopefully, that gives you some confidence: You don't have to
be a pro to craft beautiful faux flower projects for your home.
IfI can do it, then so can you!”
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The book’s format and organization are
approachable for readers of all skill levels. After
covering some fundamentals—from how best to
group pieces around a focal flower to matching florals
to their seasons—Stevie breaks down the necessary
tools for making the 12 projects that follow in her book.
The projects are organized by season and feature materials
anyone can find at their local big-box stores. Stevie aims for
timeless, classic and simple in her home decor aesthetic, and
her flower arrangements match these goals. “My craft projects
might not be the most flashy or intricate, but I design them
with thought and care. Whether the design is based around
a memory from my childhood, a found object I want to
repurpose, a place that has captured my heart, or just a color
scheme Ilove, I try to infuse meaning into everything I create,
she shares. Beautiful photos and step-by-step instructions are
also included, along with an “inspiration gallery” for those
wanting to branch out beyond the book’s projects.
Why not celebrate the coming spring season and freshen
up your rooms with your own unique flower arrangements?
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Selecting FAUX FLOWERS for Spring — 2 :

Invite a breath of fresh air into your home with flowers that will never fade. To make the best picks,
consider Stevie’s selection advice before you head to the store.

® Realism. Stevie suggests going for the best-
quality florals you can afford, as these will be
better-made and lend themselves to looking
more like the real thing. Stick to choices that
mimic nature. Tulips are in season from March
to late April and come in a variety of shades.
However, you are unlikely to find a black or

blue tulip, so faux flower arrangements should o

avoid shades that do not exist in nature.

® Season.To keep your artificial arrangements
feeling effortless and cohesive, Stevie advises,
update your pieces every season. Tulips,
daffodils and dogwood branches are great
go-to florals for spring. But, Stevie adds, there's

a benefit to using faux. You can bend the rules
a bit while still aiming for a sense of realism

in your displays. “Peonies generally bloom

in the late spring, but who's to say you can't
feature a beautiful burgundy peony in a fall
arrangement? Use this method as a means of
inspiration, but don't limit yourself”

Color. Before buying your flowers, have a
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color scheme in mind. From monochromatic ¥

to minimal, there are endless possibilities. {’/. ?

Having a palette picked out already will help | T8

you avoid becoming overwhelmed at the

crafts store, which usually arranges its flowers é »
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Birdcage Succulent Garden

Stevie is adept at turning cast-off goods into stunning showcases for faux flower
arrangements. Here, she shares how to transform an old birdcage into a charming
succulent garden.

Succulents are such a great option for crafting. With their waxy leaves and stems, their
faux counterparts look very realistic! | wanted to get creative with an old birdcage that was
gathering dust in my decor closet (yes, | have one of those!) that | knew | could repurpose.

Funny story about this birdcage: it was given to me as a birthday gift by my husband
(then boyfriend) in 2011, when birdcages were quite a popular home decor object.

He presented it to me with a vase of fresh cut flowers tucked inside and we were both
impressed with his creativity. Birdcages have fallen a bit out of fashion—as trendy decor
tends to do—but | knew with a fresh coat of paint, | could modernize and reimagine it as
a succulent garden. This project would look great hanging in a corner of your room, on a
plant stand, or set on a dresser or tabletop.

Supplies Instructions

- 410 6 large succulent picks 1. First, | removed the base from my birdcage
- 2'to 3 mini/clustering succulent picks and hot-glued the foam onto it.

- 2 tall succulent picks 2. ladded a layer of moss around the base

using greening pins. | knew the middle
and top of my foam would be mostly
covered in succulents, so | left that part

- 3 trailing succulent sprays
- 8"(20.30 cm) dome dry floral foam

© Moss . . bare, keeping in mind that | could fill in
+ Greening pins with more moss later if necessary.
» Hotgluegun 3. Iworked on establishing the shape of

- Birdcage with removable base my succulent arrangement, starting with
the high point. | placed my two tallest
succulent picks toward the top of the
dome shape but slightly staggered and
off-center for a more natural look.

4. |knew | wanted my low point to be a
collection of trailing succulents (faux string
of pearls sprays) focused toward the lower
right side, but | decided to place those last
after | had reassembled the birdcage.

5. Iplaced the other larger succulents
toward the top and middle of the dome,
alternating colors and shapes in the
arrangement in the way that looked
best to me.

6. | carefully reassembled the birdcage, then
began filling in with my smaller, clustered
succulents by pushing them in between
the wires of the birdcage and into the
foam. | placed two stems of trailing
succulents in the lower right side and
one on the left side a little further back,
threading the pieces through the wire of
the birdcage to make it look like they had
grown that way.

7. Anywhere | could still see the floral foam
showing through, I filled with moss.

Then | disguised the greening pins by
hot-gluing a little clump of moss on top.
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Ideas for 1

Using Scraps |=
-

You are likely to have little tidbits remaining
after crafting a faux floral project, but before
you toss them, rethink their value. Here are
Stevie's suggestions for making good use of
these spare parts:

°°° Add length to short stems using floral wire
and tape. Place a long piece of heavy-gauge
floral wire next to the stem, and then wrap
together with floral tape.

° @ Display single blooms or sprigs of greenery in
U a small bud vase.

°°° Make a miniature wreath using an embroidery
hoop or small brass ring as a base.

° & Accent your giftwrap with leftover florals.
Simply tie greens onto packages with ribbon
or remove stems entirely and hot glue a few
blooms in place of a bow.

° o< Make a simple garland with extra leaves
you've stripped from stems using twine or
string as a base.

° & Hot glue leaves and florals to a cardboard
letter or number to create cute decor for a
child’s room or birthday party.

°°° Paintand/or add glitter to leaves and attach
ribbon to make a Christmas ornament.

® o Hot-glue a small flower to a barrette or
@ headband to make a floral hair accessory.

°°° Use little flowers and pieces of greenery $
to create a garden or window box {
for a dollhouse.

® o Create botanical collage artwork by gluing
@ individual leaves and petals to heavy paper.
Press into a frame or use a shadow box. %
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