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Tennessee Performing Arts Center 

Jackson Hall
Choreography and Story Interpretation by  

Paul Vasterling  
Music by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Act II Grand Pas de Deux Choreogrphy after  
Lev Ivanov 

Original Costume Design and Additional Scenery  
Designs by Campbell Baird 

Scenery Design by Shigeru Yaji
Lighting Design by Scott Leathers 

Music conducted by Ming Luke, Nashville Ballet 
Music Director and Principal Conductor

Music performed by the Nashville Symphony  

Nashville’s Nutcracker © 2008–2022, Paul Vasterling.  
All rights reserved. Drosselmeyer’s Magic Consultation by  

Drew Thomas Productions, Inc.

PAUL VASTERLING, Artistic Director

NICK MULLIKIN, CEO and Associate Artistic Director



Nashville’s Nutcracker is made possible 
in part by our generous sponsors:

SUPPORTING SPONSOR

HOLIDAY MAGIC SPONSORS

Special thanks to the generous individual donors who 
contribute to support Holiday Magic.

Holiday Magic provides up to 2,500 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
tickets to more than 60 local service organizations each year. 

Learn more at nashvilleballet.com/holiday-magic. 

PRESENTING SPONSOR



ACT I
— APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES —

During the autumn of 1897, Clara Stahlbaum and 
her favorite Uncle Drosselmeyer visit the Tennessee 
Centennial Exposition at the Parthenon. Clara is 
entranced by the magic of the fair and inspired by the 
many cultures she encounters there. Drosselmeyer, 
who is a magician, entertains Clara with tricks. He 
presents her with a beautiful Nutcracker from a 
German toymaker, but then makes it disappear! 
Two months later, several families pass through 
Shelby Bottoms on their way to a holiday party at 
the Stahlbaums’ home. The area has frozen over and 
ice skaters move gracefully (and not so gracefully) 
across the ice. Drosselmeyer appears carrying many 
gifts for Clara and the other children at the party. His 
handsome young assistant, who is visiting for the 
holidays, assists him. At the Stahlbaum home, Clara 
and her brother, Fritz, eagerly wait outside the parlor 
door for their first view of the beautifully lit Christmas 
tree. Just before their governess opens the door to let 
them in, Fritz surprises Clara with a mouse! Guests 
arrive at the party, give gifts, and dance to celebrate 
the holiday season.

When Drosselmeyer and his assistant arrive, 
Drosselmeyer performs his magic tricks and presents 
his life-sized dolls for the guests. Drosselmeyer saves 
the best gift of all for Clara–the Nutcracker doll that 
she saw at the Centennial Exposition! In a jealous 
fit, Fritz grabs the Nutcracker and breaks it, but 
Drosselmeyer uses his magic to repair the Nutcracker. 



After an evening of holiday festivities, the guests bid 
farewell and the Stahlbaums go to bed, leaving the 
Nutcracker by the fireplace. The Stahlbaum parlor is 
dim and quiet. The peace is suddenly disturbed by 
several baby mice, followed by medium mice, and 
large mice. Clara gets out of bed and goes downstairs 
looking for her new gift. She takes the Nutcracker to 
the couch and falls asleep. She is startled awake by 
the Mouse King, who steals the Nutcracker from her. 
Drosselmeyer appears and Clara tearfully explains 
to him what happened. Drosselmeyer reassures her 
and begins to perform his magic. Suddenly the parlor 
disappears, and the Christmas tree begins to grow. 
The Nutcracker appears and he, too, has grown!

His army of frontiersmen, cavalry, and toy soldiers 
fight a fierce battle against the mice while the 
Nutcracker duels with the Mouse King. Just as it 
appears the Mouse King will get the better of the 
Nutcracker, Clara distracts him by hitting him with 
her shoe. Thanks to her help, the Nutcracker is able to 
win the battle! Frightened by Drosselmeyer’s powers, 
the mice scurry away and the Nutcracker reappears 
as a handsome prince. The Nutcracker Prince takes 
Clara on a wonderful journey. As they travel through 
a crystal wonderland that looks just like the magical 
mica stone Clara saw at the exposition, they come 
upon a Snow Queen and King. Beautiful snowflakes 
dance in the sparkling palace until the Snow Queen 
and King send Clara and the Prince onto their next 
adventure. 

— 20 MINUTE INTERMISSION —



https://www.tennesseetitans.com/tickets/


ACT II
— APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES —

On their journey, Clara and the Nutcracker Prince 
stop in the Parthenon Garden, where they encounter 
the garden fairies and their queen, the Dew Drop 
Fairy. The Dew Drop Fairy and the Nutcracker Prince, 
along with the flowers of the forest, dance a beautiful 
waltz for Clara. After leaving the Parthenon Garden, 
Clara and the Nutcracker Prince arrive in a land of 
magic, the Kingdom of the Sugar Plum Fairy. The 
Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier welcome Clara 
and introduce visitors from other lands, who look 
like those Clara saw at the Centennial Exposition. 
The Spanish, Chinese, Eastern, and Russian visitors 
each greet Clara with a dance. She also meets a 
Shepherdess and Shepherd, as well as Madame 
Bonbonniere and her colorful bon bons. The Sugar 
Plum Fairy and the Cavalier dance for Clara, who then 
boards a magical flower carriage for her trip home. 
Drosselmeyer appears and transforms the Nutcracker 
Prince back into the Nutcracker doll and places the 
doll into Clara’s arms. As the curtain falls, the magical 
flower carriage is transformed, and Clara is fast asleep 
on the couch in her parlor.



A WORLD PREMIERE FROM PAUL VASTERLING  
INSPIRED BY NASHVILLE’S HISTORY

february  10–12 ,  2023
tpac ’s  polk  the ater
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https://www.nashvilleballet.com/2023-attitude-anthology


FULL CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

To view the casting specific to this performance  
please click here.

ACT I

AT THE 1897 TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION

	 Clara	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

		  AJ Gift, Anna Caroline 
Henry, Margaret Rick, 
Anna Sloan

	 Drosselmeyer	 Michael Burfield,  
Owen Thorne,  
Jon Upleger (Guest 
Artist)

	 Spanish Vendor	 Ivana Brown, Melanie 
Eilenstine, Asia Parham, 
Marina Profy

	 Snake Charmer 
	 from the East	 Wade Mesecar

	 Chinese Puppeteer	 Nicholas Posluszny

	 Russian Doll Maker	 Katrina Chen, Sophie 
Cserey, Greer Gage, 
Cassie Thoms

nashvilleballet.com/nashvillesnutcrackercasting


	 French Bonbonniere	 Rachael Dean, Erin Diehl, 
Madeline Diehl, Maia 
Nguyen

	 Swiss Shepherdess	 Alexis Bull, Isabella 
Davila, Mackenzie 
Kenyon, Dargen 
Swearingen

	 German Toy Maker	 Isaac Lee

ICE SKATING AT SHELBY BOTTOMS

	 Country Father	 Noah Miller,  
Brett Sjoblom

	 Country Mother	 Marissa Stark, Farin Taft

	 Actress	 Kennedy Brown,  
Claudia Monja

	 Actress’ Escort	 James Lankford,  
Nicolas Scheuer

	 Physician	 Justin Abel

	 Physician’s Wife	 Maia Montgomery, 
Autumn Tierney

	 Grandfather	 Samuel Mayer

	 Grandmother	 Celeste Borman,  
Colette Tilinski

	 Dancing Bear	 Ivana Brown, Alexis Bull, 
Melanie Eilenstine



	Drosselmeyer’s Assistant	 Michael Burfield,  
James Lankford,  
Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon

	 Children	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast 

AT THE STALBAUM HOUSE

	 Clara’s Brother Fritz	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

		  Jonah Bratton,  
Cyrus Pittman

	 Clara’s Mother	 Julia Eisen,  
Imani Sailers

	 Clara’s Father	 Daniel Rodriguez, Owen 
Thorne, Jon Upleger 
(Guest Artist)

	 Governess	 Annalyn Bakland, 
Anneliese Guerin

	 Butler	 Isaac Lee

	 University Chancellor	 Nicholas Posluszny

	 Chancellor’s Wife	 Isabella Davila,  
Raquel Smith

	 Cuban Ambassador	 Aeron Buchanan

	 Ambassador’s Wife	 Emily Ireland-Buczek, 
Sarah Pierce



	 Centennial Park Guard	 Joshua O’Connor, 
Christian Renforth, 
Shabaz Ujima (Guest 
Artist)

	 Guard’s Wife	 Melanie Eilenstine, 
Jasmine Wheeler

	 Italian Ballerina Doll	 Celeste Borman, Imani 
Sailers, Mollie Sansone, 
Marissa Stark

	 Commodore Doll	 Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon,  
Noah Miller

	 Children	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

BATTLE SCENE

	 Baby Mice	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Medium Mice	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 The Mouse King	 James Lankford, Joshua 
O’Connor, Noah Miller

	 Large Mice	 Justin Abel,  
Nicholas Posluszny, 
Wade Mesecar

	



	 The Nutcracker	 Michael Burfield,  
James Lankford,  
Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon

	 American Infantry	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Frontier Soldiers	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Commodore Cavalry	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Dancing Bear Cavalry	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

SNOW SCENE

	 Snow Queen	 Jamie Kopit, Claudia 
Monja, Lily Saito, Colette 
Tilinski

	 Snow King	 Daniel Rodriguez, Nicolas 
Scheuer, Brett Sjoblom, 
Owen Thorne

	 Snowflakes	 Artists of Nashville Ballet 
and NB2

 –––––  20 MINUTE INTERMISSION  –––––
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health benefits and retirement plans 

with state-of-the-art customized 
services for over 20 years. 

Benefits, Inc. is a proud sponsor of  
Nashville Ballet.

We wish you a wonderful holiday season!

https://www.benefits-inc.com/


ACT II 

THE PARTHENON GARDEN

	 Dewdrop Fairy	 Julia Eisen, Sarah Pierce, 
Imani Sailers, Mollie 
Sansone

	 Nutcracker Prince	 Michael Burfield,  
James Lankford,  
Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon

	 Flower Demi-soloists	 Anneliese Guerin,  
Emily Ireland-Buczek, 
Maia Montgomery, 
Raquel Smith, Marissa 
Stark, Farin Taft, Jasmine 
Wheeler

	 Flower Corps	 Artists of Nashville Ballet 
and NB2

	 Garden Fairies	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Parthenon Court	 Students from School 
of Nashville Ballet’s 
Professional Division 



 THE KINGDOM OF THE SUGAR PLUM FAIRY

	 Sugar Plum Fairy	 Jamie Kopit, Mollie 
Sansone, Lily Saito, 
Colette Tilinski

	 Sugar Plum Cavalier	 Christian Renforth,  
Daniel Rodriguez,  
Nicolas Scheuer,  
Brett Sjoblom

	 Sugar Plum Court	 Students from School 
of Nashville Ballet’s 
Professional Division 

	 Spanish Dance	 Justin Abel, Kennedy 
Brown, Aeron Buchanan, 
Anneliese Guerin, 
Emily Ireland-Buczek, 
James Lankford, Daniel 
Rodriguez, Imani Sailers, 
Raquel Smith, Farin Taft, 
Jasmine Wheeler

	 Chinese Dance	 Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon, Noah 
Miller

	 Dragon	 Artists of NB2

	 Snake Charmer 	 Aeron Buchanan, 

	 from the East	 Jaison McClendon, 
Christian Renforth, 
Daniel Rodriguez,  
Owen Thorne



	 Snake Lady	 Kennedy Brown,  
Julia Eisen, Claudia 
Monja, Sarah Pierce

	 Charmer’s Attendants	 Wade Mesecar,  
Nicholas Posluszny

	 Russian Dance	 James Lankford,  
Garritt McCabe,  
Jaison McClendon

	 Russian Nesting Dolls	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Swiss Shepherdess	 Celeste Borman, Sarah 
Pierce, Imani Sailers, 
Marissa Stark

	 Swiss Shepherd	 Aeron Buchanan,  
Michael Burfield,  
Garritt McCabe

	 Lambs	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast

	 Madame Bonbonniere	 Melanie Eilenstine, 
Emily Ireland-Buczek, 
Mackenzie Kenyon, 
Autumn Tierney

	 Her Bon Bons	 Nashville’s Nutcracker 
Youth Cast



NASHVILLE’S NUTCRACKER YOUTH CAST

	 Party Boy	 Penn Beutler, Daniel 
Bratton, Noah Carter, Del 
Hutson, Sam Leventis, 
Mikhail Lieberman, 
Aidan Pape, John-David 
Saysombath, Henry 
West, Tagg Zumwalt

	 Party Girl	 Kambria Ayers, Jade 
Collins, Amelia Johnson, 
Courtney Kurkowski, 
Kelsey Martin, Eleonore 
Ness, Adalyn Patel, Nora 
Rieck, Mackenzie Wade

	 Baby Mice	 Adalyn Brown, Matilda 
Crosswy, Mia Defeo, 
Caroline Gibson, Arya 
Horton, Margaux 
Lieberman, Campbell 
Lyman, Tatum Mantinan, 
Frances Melancon, D’Arcy 
Ramage, Abby Webb, 
Luciana Williams

	 Medium Mice	 Breen Bentzen, Rylee 
Braden, Victoria Jones, 
Vanessa Kurkowski, Grace 
Shibayama, Katelyn 
Smith, Jovanni Walker, 
Elizabeth Williams



	 Frontier Soldiers	 Lorelei Anderson, Brenyn 
Carlton, Kermina Fakhry, 
Karrie Fakhry, Sophia 
Hill, Bailey Horton, Briar 
King, Alany Lopez, Kinley 
Meeker, Eva Stefansic, 
Althea Stefansic, 
Einmyria Thurman

	 Infantry	 Luke Allison, Jonah 
Forsythe, Preston Gaines, 
Hadley Hancock, Freya 
Heard, Lauren Hill, 
Janesta Krueck, Lili Near, 
Angel Ochoa, Lillian 
Pyatt, Virginia Wingo

	 Commodore Cavalry	 Cora Bivin, Adelyn Grant, 
Lana Hayworth, Brynne 
Keller, Tenley Mantinan, 
Lily Page, Anastasiya 
Parkhurst, Charlotte 
Spero, Hallie Thackston, 
Anais Walker, Eleanor 
Welbourn, Lydia Worsley

	 Dancing Bear Cavalry	 Braelyn Bolden, Mylia 
Frederiksen, Hadley 
Hancock, Beatrice 
Harvey-Schwartz, Jaycie 
Lynn Krueck, Siena 
Mangeri, Cecilia Martus, 



Ava Mays, Isabella Pedro, 
Margaux Schneider, 
Avery Weber, Shakia 
Webster, Alexis Woods

	 Garden Fairies	 Sarai Cadena, Shania 
Davis, Elizabeth 
Douglas, Emerson Rose 
Duke, Sylvia Dunaway, 
Panambi Isabel Edmonds 
Cuellar, Fable Eim, Chloe 
Goelzer, Keriah Goins, 
Chloe Graham, Lily 
Harwell, Winnie Haugen, 
Grace Hill, Harper 
Judd, Isla Kearney, 
Frankie Layson, Iris Lee, 
Sterling Lekki, Maclayne 
Lewis, Esther Livshitz, 
Lilian Lutz, Amelia Ly, 
Emmeline Mansfield, 
Mica Mays, Olivia 
McDaniel, Evangeline 
Meek, Evangeline Meyer, 
Caroline Schultz, Isabella 
Sutton, Livia Wernke, Ella 
Wescott, Alex Wiggins, 
Margaux Willis, Catherine 
Yawn, Josefina Yeager, 
Nurah Zehr



	 Russian Nesting Dolls	 Eden Avery, Micayla 
Brown, Lennon Elkins, 
Samantha Everett, 
Sashenka Kooienga, 
Penelope Sexton, Laine 
Sharp, Emma Wade, 
Brynn West, Morgan 
Whiteley

	 Lambs	 Marguerite Boyd, Camille 
Carter, Selah Frohock, Gia 
Hayes, Declan Meeker, 
Marleigh Mitchell, 
Harper Perry, Phoebe 
Richardson, Emme 
Shervik, Addison Wade

	 Bon Bons	 Sabrina Concepcion, 
Natalie Croney, Carys 
Gaines, Carly Graham, 
Sophie Gross, Jordan 
Hamm, Piper Mackenzie 
Harris, Madison 
Herrington, Sarah Hill, 
Claire Massey, Clara 
Owen, Eva Pregont, 
Madilyn Rigsby, Isabel 
Shiliday, Lela Sisk, Clara 
Weedman, Sophia Wright



School of Nashville Ballet Professional  
Division Students

Paige Bernard, Laura Bitterman, Erica Borden, Emily 
Efferson, Sarah Galinski, Claire Gorham, Erin Hall, 
Anneka Jones, Madison Kemp, Chloe Larouche, 

Emma Mayfield, Anna Sidorovich, Gwyneth Smith, 
Kaci Wilkinson



https://www.christiecookies.com/nutcracker.html


Giancarlo Guerrero, Music Director

Enrico Lopez-Yañez, Principal Pops Conductor

Nathan Aspinall, Associate Conductor

Tucker Biddlecombe, Chorus Director

 PERFORMING DECEMBER 9–18

VIOLIN I 
Gerald Greer 
Isabel Bartles 
Sheri Peck 
Kirsten Mitchell 
Beverly Drukker 
Kristi Seehafer 
Ali Hoffman 
Denise Baker 
Esther Sanders 
Mark Reneau

VIOLIN II 
Jung-Min Shin  
Johna Smith  
Zoya Leybin 
Louise Morrison 
Likai He 
Angela Caporale 
Jessica Blackwell 
Rachel Englander

VIOLA 
Shu-Zheng Yang 
Bruce Christensen 
Charles Dixon 
Tony Parce 
Simona Rusu 
Sarah Cote

CELLO 
Una Gong 
Bradley Mansell 
Lynn Peithmann 
Andrew Dunn 
Alex Krew 
Grace Hartman

BASS 
Joel Reist  
Kevin Jablonski 
Evan Bish 
Tim Pearson



FLUTE 
Leslie Fagan 
Celine Thackston 
Gloria Yun

OBOE 
Ellen Menking 
ToniMarie Marchioni 
Tamara Winston 

CLARINET 
Theresa Zick 
Spencer Prewitt 
Dan Lochrie

BASSOON 
Gil Perel 
Maya Stone

HARP 
Licia Jaskunas

KEYBOARD 
Robert Marler 

HORN 
Patrick Walle 
Hunter Sholar 
Anna Spina 
Beth Beeson

TRUMPET 
Pat Kunkee 
Preston Bailey

TROMBONE 
Ian Maser 
Hiram Rodriguez 
Prentiss Hobbs

TUBA 
Neil Konouchi

TIMPANI 
Josh Hickman

PERCUSSION 
Rich Graber 
Lawson White

LIBRARY 
Renee Pflughaupt 
Maggie Thompson

Alternate*



A TRIBUTE  

TO ARTISTIC 

DIRECTOR PAUL 

VASTERLING!

April 21–23, 2023  •  TPAC’s Jackson Hall

Featuring Vasterling’s Appalachian Spring and 
works by Donald Byrd, Cathy Marston,  
and Matthew Neenan

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/2023-new-in-nashville


PERFORMING DECEMBER 21–24

VIOLIN I 
Gerald Greer 
Isabel Bartles 
Sheri Peck 
Jesse Kasinger 
Anna Lisa Hoepfinger 
Ali Hoffman 
Annaliese Kowert 
Nathan Lowry 
Chris Robinson

VIOLIN II 
Jung-Min Shin  
Johna Smith  
Zoya Leybin 
Maria Conti 
Likai He 
Jessica Blackwell 
Amy Helman 
Angela Caporale

VIOLA 
Chris Farrell 
Charles Dixon 
Clare Yang 
Betsy Lamb 
Simona Rusu 
Henry Haffner

CELLO 
Kevin Bate 
Una Gong 
Bradley Mansell 

Lynn Peithmann 
Anthony LaMarchina 
Stephen Drake

BASS 
Glen Wanner 
Matt Abramo 
Tim Pearson 
Bleda Elibal

FLUTE 
Hannah Hammel 
Celine Thackston 
Deanna Little

OBOE 
Somerlie DePasquale 
Diana Dunn 
Keith Sorrels

CLARINET 
Spencer Prewitt 
Emily Bowland 
Dan Lochrie

BASSOON 
Gil Perel 
Maya Stone

HARP 
Licia Jaskunas

KEYBOARD 
Robert Marler 



HORN 
Jennifer Kummer 
Beth Beeson 
Kristen Sienkiewicz 
Hunter Sholar

TRUMPET 
William Leathers 
Alec Blazek

TROMBONE 
Paul Jenkins 
Ian Maser 
Evan Clifton

TUBA 
Gil Long

TIMPANI 
Josh Hickman

PERCUSSION 
Rich Graber 
Debi Loach

LIBRARY 
Renee Pflughaupt 
Maggie Thompson

Alternate*



https://www.studiopilatesnashville.com/


PAUL VASTERLING, Artistic Director 

Paul Vasterling’s artistic career began at age 10 
when he started studying piano, then expanded at 
age 16 when he started dancing. From this start, Mr. 
Vasterling landed at Nashville Ballet where he became 
a company dancer, teacher, rehearsal director, and 
choreographer. He stepped into the role of Artistic 
Director of Nashville Ballet in 1998, 10 years after he 
began his association with the organization. 

A choreographer with a deep affinity for music, Mr. 
Vasterling has created works ranging from classical, 
full-length story ballets to contemporary one-acts. 
With a special focus on highlighting the wealth of 
artistry and rich history of Nashville, Mr. Vasterling’s 
connection to music and passion for community have 
led to collaborations with numerous nationally and 
internationally renowned musicians and institutions, 
including The Bluebird Cafe, Ben Folds, Grammy 
Award winners Rhiannon Giddens and Francesco 
Turrisi, and more. Nashville Ballet has commissioned 
22 original scores for brand-new ballets under his 
direction. Mr. Vasterling is also a gifted storyteller with 
a penchant for creating vivid narratives with stories 
such as Peter Pan, Layla and the Majnun, Lizzie Borden, 
Cinderella, Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Seasons, Nashville’s Nutcracker, which has been 
enjoyed by over half a million Middle Tennesseans, 
Appalachian Spring, and the New York Times and Wall 
Street Journal acclaimed Lucy Negro Redux. 

NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS



NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS

Beyond his own choreography, Mr. Vasterling has 
expanded the company’s repertoire to include works 
by Salvatore Aiello, Jennifer Archibald, George 
Balanchine, James Canfield, Lew Christensen, 
Jirí Kylián, Matthew Neenan, Twyla Tharp, and 
Christopher Wheeldon, among many others. He 
has also edited and updated the classic productions 
Giselle, The Sleeping Beauty, and Swan Lake, and 
has grown the company from a troupe of 12 to 
32 professional dancers. With a commitment to 
cultivating an organization high on artistry and 
dramatic power, Mr. Vasterling has taken Nashville 
Ballet across the country and beyond—Nashville 
Ballet’s company made its Kennedy Center debut in 
2017 and has toured throughout the U.S., including 
performances in St. Louis, Charleston, Santa Fe, 
Virginia, Kansas City, Colorado, and a debut at the 
Chautauqua Institution in August 2018. The company 
has also toured internationally in South America 
and Europe, and many of Mr. Vasterling’s original 
works have been staged by companies nationally 
and internationally. In 2020, he led the company 
to making their broadcast debut with the televised 
premiere of Nashville’s Nutcracker, for which he won 
his first Emmy Award, and in 2022, his original ballet, 
Lucy Negro Redux, embarked on a nationwide tour 
and made its primetime debut on PBS’ multi-award 
winning Great Performances series. Additionally, 
he has helped increase Nashville Ballet’s operating 
budget by 800%, prioritized several accessibility 
and inclusivity initiatives, launched the company’s 



NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS

first-ever free virtual season, and oversaw the 
purchase and expansion of the company’s home base, 
the Martin Center for Nashville Ballet.  

Mr. Vasterling graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
Loyola University. He is a Fulbright Scholar and has 
been awarded many prestigious fellowships and 
grants, including three from the National Endowment 
of the Arts. He is also a Virginia Center for the 
Creative Arts Fellow and was selected as one of the 
Fellows in residence for the 2017-2018 academic year 
at The Center for Ballet and the Arts at New York 
University.   
 

NICK MULLIKIN, CEO and Associate Artistic Director 

Nick Mullikin began his training at the Wisconsin 
Dance Ensemble in Madison, and continued at 
the Virginia School of the Arts and Houston Ballet 
Academy. Upon his completion of training with 
Houston Ballet Academy, he was invited to join 
Houston Ballet with Artistic Director Ben Stevenson, 
and subsequently joined Ballet West under the 
direction of Jonas Kage. During his tenure as a 
performing artist, Mullikin performed notable works 
by William Forsythe, George Balanchine, Ben 
Stevenson, Anthony Tudor, and more. Additionally, 
he toured nationally and internationally including 
at the Edinburgh International Festival in 2004 and 
performed as a guest artist for Ballet Arizona, and 
regional companies throughout the country. 



Susan Underwood Physical Therapy 
proudly provides physical therapy 
services to Middle Tennessee, 
including Nashville Ballet’s company 
dancers. Our therapists’ goals are to 
help patients reach their full potential 
using hands-on techniques to 
facilitate healing in a compassionate, 
personalized setting.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

Susan Underwood  
Physical Therapy

https://www.suptnashville.com/
https://www.suptnashville.com/


NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS

While at Ballet West, Mullikin was an elected union 
representative for the American Guild of Musical 
Artists before joining the administrative staff as the 
Company/Tour Manager and Assistant to the Artistic 
Director in 2006. Since that time, he has worked as 
Company Manager for The Washington Ballet and as 
Assistant Manager at the Dance Institute in Austin, 
Texas. Mullikin has guest taught at summer programs 
and schools across the country, coached students for 
competition at the Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP), 
taught in after school programs in the Washington, 
D.C. area, and consulted on the creation and setup of 
Honolulu Classical Ballet in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Since joining Nashville Ballet’s staff in 2015, Mullikin 
has made numerous contributions to the organization. 
Under his direction, School of Nashville Ballet 
has grown exponentially both in numbers and in 
strength of training, and NB2, Nashville Ballet’s 
second company, performed its first mainstage 
production. Promoted to Associate Artistic Director 
in 2018, Mullikin’s advanced role in working with 
Nashville Ballet’s Company has been integral to recent 
programming choices, defining a more prominent 
through line from the School of Nashville Ballet 
Academy to the Company, and much more. 

Currently, with his responsibilities at Nashville Ballet, 
he acts as a YAGP judge, and has coached dancers 
for YAGP and the International Ballet Competition 
in Varna, Bulgaria. In 2012, Mullikin graduated 
from the University of Texas at Austin, majoring in 



NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS

Government, minoring in Communications, while 
completing the Business Foundations Program at the 
McCombs School of Business.  

KATIE VASILOPOULOS, Company and Artist 
Relations Manager

Katie Vasilopoulos developed a love of dance while 
studying at Maple Avenue Dance in Rockville Centre, 
NY, then furthered her training at Ballet Academy 
East in New York City. She joined NB2 in 2008 and 
progressed to the main company during the 2012 
season. She originated several soloist roles in Paul 
Vasterling’s choreography including one of the Three 
Witches in Macbeth, Tiger Lily in Peter Pan, and the 
Mother Figure in Appalachian Spring. She was also 
featured in Jiri Kylian’s Petite Mort, as the Dark Angel 
in George Balanchine’s Serenade, and in Salvatore 
Aiello’s Afternoon of a Faun. Other highlights include 
the Swan in Carmina Burana, Snow Queen and the 
Sugar Plum Fairy in Nashville’s Nutcracker, the 4th 
Movement lead in Balanchine’s Western Symphony, 
Lilac Fairy in The Sleeping Beauty, and The Fairy 
Godmother in Cinderella.

While still dancing, Katie Vasilopoulos graduated 
summa cum laude from Belmont University with 
a degree in Business Administration through the 
ongoing Nashville Ballet/Belmont partnership. She 
received the Kathleen B. Horrell Scholarship award 
at graduation for being the undergraduate with the 
highest scholastic record.



Support the work of female artists 
by making a gift to Nashville 
Ballet’s Women in Creative 

Leadership Initiative.
Nashville Ballet is committed to uplifting a wide variety 
of voices and creating opportunities for female artists to 
choreograph new works, compose new music, and create 

for the mainstage. By making a donation to Nashville 
Ballet’s Women in Creative Leadership Initiative, you are 
investing in equity opportunities for female artists both 

here in Nashville and across the United States.

WOMEN IN CREATIVE 
LEADERSHIP

N A S H V I L L E  B A L L E T

To make a gift or to learn more, contact  
Campaign Manager, Kathryn Bennett, at  

kbennett@nashvilleballet.com or visit NashvilleBallet.com.

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 K

A
R

Y
N

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/underwritingopportunities
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Following her retirement in 2021, Katie Vasilopoulos 
joined the administrative team at Nashville Ballet 
as the Events Coordinator. She managed vendors, 
volunteers, and funders, in a yearlong effort 
culminating in Ballet Ball 2022 which yielded a record 
breaking $486,000. Now as Company and Artist 
Relations Manager, Ms. Vasilopoulos works closely 
with artistic leadership, dancers, and visiting artists for 
artistic collaborations. She manages the contracting, 
negotiations, and scheduling for operations within the 
Company.

 
KATE CREWS LINSLEY, Rehearsal Director

Kate Crews Linsley is a current Rehearsal Director 
for Nashville Ballet, formerly the School of Nashville 
Ballet Academy Principal. Linsley enjoyed a 
successful dance career as a soloist with Ballet West 
for 10 seasons and danced with Kansas City Ballet 
from 1995–2000. Most recently, Linsley performed 
as a guest artist in Salt Lake City with NOW-ID 
Dance Company and AVA Ballet Theater, where 
she performed Principal roles in ballets such as 
Swan Lake, Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, and 
The Nutcracker. Ms. Linsley trained at Kansas City 
Ballet School under Todd Bolender and The Pacific 
Northwest Ballet School. Professionally, Linsley’s 
time at Ballet West was highlighted in works in the 
following world-renowned dance festivals and tours: 
Edinburg International Dance Festival in Scotland, 
Dance Across America in Washington, D.C., and Fall 
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for Dance in New York City. Most memorable roles 
for Linsley were dancing the Principal Pas de Deux 
in Balanchine’s Agon, Pas de Duex couple in Ulysses 
Dove’s Red Angels, Myrthe in Giselle, The Siren in 
Balanchine’s Prodigal Son, Lilac Fairy in The Sleeping 
Beauty, Lady Capulet in Kage’s Romeo and Juliet, and 
The Lark in Bruce Mark’s Lark Ascending. In February 
of 2009, cast as the Hostess in Diaghilev’s Les Biches, 
Linsley was honored to be on the cover of Dance 
Magazine in celebration of Diaghilev’s centennial 
anniversary. From her time with Ballet West and Kansas 
City Ballet, Linsley’s resume contains many works from 
Tudor, Balanchine, Forsythe, Cranko, Morris, Tharp, 
and Ashton, to name a few. 

After retiring from her professional dance career in 
June of 2010, Linsley served as the Dance Department 
Chair at The Waterford School, as well as the Director 
of the Waterford Dance Academy in Sandy, Utah 
from 2012 to 2017. During her time there, Linsley 
restaged the following ballets: The Nutcracker, Alice 
in Wonderland, Swan Lake, Cinderella, and Carnival of 
Animals. Linsley was on staff at Ballet West Academy 
where she taught in the school, as well as coached 
and created works for dancers for YAGP, Creative Arts 
Academy Ririe- Woodbury Dance Company, Salt Lake 
Ballet, AVA Ballet Theater, Utah Regional Ballet, and 
The University of Utah, among others. Linsley moved 
to Nashville with her family in 2018 to accept the 
role of School of Nashville Ballet Academy Principal, 
where she oversaw the artistic aspects of the School 



NASHVILLE BALLET LEADERSHIP, ARTISTIC STAFF, AND GUESTS

and trained dancers in the Academy, Professional 
Training Division, NB2, and Company. During her 
time with Nashville Ballet, Linsley has staged and 
coached works for the Academy and NB2 working 
with Nashville Ballet Artistic Director, Paul Vasterling 
restaging his work, Fresco and with Associate 
Artistic Director, Nick Mullikin in his creation, He 
Loved Big Brother. Linsley also worked with guest 
choreographers like Charlotte Boye-Christenson, 
Michael Bearden, and Gina Patterson in her creation 
of 72 Steps. Linsley also staged works on School of 
Nashville Ballet’s Academy, including Paquita and The 
Sleeping Beauty Suite. In 2021, Linsley was promoted 
to Rehearsal Director for Nashville Ballet’s main 
company. 

Beyond her career in dance and dance education, 
Linsley was Chairman of the Board for Inbody 
Outreach after five years as Executive Director for 
the Utah nonprofit, which supplies qualified yoga 
instructors to populations in need. She has served 
on staff in the Utah yoga community at Centered 
City Yoga, The Yoga Center, University of Utah, and 
Primary Children’s Medical Center. She is certified to 
teach yoga to veterans through the Yoga Warriors 

Program and at-risk youth under the Street Yoga 
training. She is also certified in the Mindful Schools 
curriculum to implement mindfulness teaching in 
schools. Linsley has led mindfulness sessions on trips 
traveling with Rivers of Recovery working with Vets 
with varying degrees of PTSD.  
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ALLISON ZAMORSKI, Rehearsal Director 

Originally from Virginia, Allison Zamorski began 
her formal dance training with the Virginia Ballet 
Theatre. She was an honors graduate from the 
Virginia Governor’s School for the Arts High School 
Dance Program, majoring in both ballet and modern 
dance. In 1999, after being awarded a scholarship 
with School of Nashville Ballet, Zamorski relocated 
to Nashville to train under the direction of Adam 
Sage. She danced in NB2, Nashville Ballet’s second 
company, developed her skills as an apprentice, and 
was promoted to full company member in 2002 
under Artistic Director Paul Vasterling. Zamorski 
danced professionally with Nashville Ballet for four 
years and had multiple ballets set on her including 
Vasterling’s Cinderella, Romeo & Juliet, Giselle, The 
Sleeping Beauty, and Swan Lake. After retiring as a 
dancer in 2006, Zamorski continued her expression of 
dance as a faculty member with School of Nashville 
Ballet, teaching a variety of dance classes to children 
and adults including ballet, pointe, modern, character, 
improvisation, and repertory. 

She has worked extensively with the Education and 
Outreach Department, exposing approximately 30,000 
Middle Tennessee residents to the art of dance. 
Now, as Rehearsal Director with Nashville Ballet, 
Zamorski stages and rehearses various main company 
performances and oversees all youth casts in Nashville 
Ballet productions. Also, Zamorski has the distinct 
honor of being entrusted to set the works of Paul 
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Vasterling in Nashville, throughout the country and 
internationally. Outside of Nashville Ballet, Zamorski 
has attended the Regional and National High School 
Dance Festivals to teach master classes and act as 
adjudicator multiple times.

MING LUKE, Music Director and Principal Conductor 

With the “energy, creativity and charisma not seen 
since Leonard Bernstein” and “vibrant,” “mind-
blowing,” and “spectacular” conducting, Ming Luke 
is a versatile conductor that has excited audiences 
around the world. Highlights include conducting the 
Bolshoi Orchestra in Moscow, performances of Romeo 
and Juliet and Cinderella at the Kennedy Center, his 
English debut at Sadler’s Wells with Birmingham 
Royal, conducting Dvorak’s Requiem in Dvorak Hall 
in Prague, recording scores for a Coppola film, and 
over a hundred performances at the San Francisco 
War Memorial with San Francisco Ballet. He has 
been recognized nationally for his work with music 
education and has designed and conducted education 
concerts and programs with organizations such as the 
Berkeley Symphony, Houston Symphony, Sacramento 
Philharmonic, San Francisco Opera and others. Luke 
has soloed as a pianist with Pittsburgh Symphony, 
Sacramento Philharmonic, and San Francisco Ballet. 
Long time critic Allan Ulrich of the San Francisco 
Chronicle said, “Ming Luke delivered the best live 
theater performance I’ve ever heard of [Prokofiev’s 
Romeo and Juliet]” and in 2016 Luke’s War Requiem 
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was named best choral performance of 2016 in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

Passionate about collaboration with dance companies 
and deepening the impact of movement to live music, 
Luke has guested with Boston Ballet, New York City 
Ballet Orchestra, Nashville Symphony/Ballet, San 
Diego Ballet and others and conducted l’Orchestre 
Prométhée in Paris as part of San Francisco Ballet’s 
residency with Les Etés de la Danse. Noted for is work 
with Ballet. Famed dancer Natalia Makarova stated, 
“Ming has a mixture of pure musicality and a sensitivity 
to needs of the dancers, which are such rare qualities.” 

Luke has written, arranged, and performed over 150 
education concerts with the Berkeley Symphony 
and has served on grant panels for the National 
Endowment of the Arts and the Grants and Cultural 
Committee of the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission. An exciting pops conductor, Luke has 
created and conducted a variety of pops concerts 
in many venues, from baseball stadiums, to picnics 
in the park with over 4,000 people in attendance, 
traditional concert halls and recording for Major 
League Baseball. 

Ming Luke holds a Master of Fine Arts in Conducting 
from Carnegie Mellon University and a Bachelor of 
Music in Music Education and Piano Pedagogy from 
Westminster Choir College of Rider University.  
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CAMPBELL BAIRD, Costume and Set Designer

Campbell Baird designed costumes for Nashville 
Ballet’s productions of Nashville’s Nutcracker and 
scenery and costumes for A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream and Peter Pan, all choreographed by Paul 
Vasterling. He has designed for dance companies 
around the world, including Oregon Ballet Theatre, 
Texas Ballet Theatre, and Joffrey Ballet (resident 
designer for eight years in New York City). He designs 
for musical theatre, opera, and drama, including 
recent productions of Happy Birthday for TACT in 
New York and The Music Man and Crazy For You at 
Muhlenberg Summer Music Theatre. He was principal 
design assistant to Oliver Smith, a co-director of 
American Ballet Theatre for 11 years, supervising 
productions around the world. For 15 years, he was a 
scenic artist for the Metropolitan Opera in New York. 
He is currently an Associate Arts Professor at NYU 
Tisch School of the Arts, teaching there since 1991. 
Originally from Wilmington, N.C., he now lives with 
his partner John McKernon and their Pembroke Welsh 
corgis in Phillipsburg, N.J. and New York City. 

SCOTT LEATHERS, Original Lighting Designer 

Scott Leathers served as the Resident Lighting 
Designer for Nashville Ballet from 1987-2022. He has 
also served as the Resident Lighting Designer for 
Nashville Children’s Theatre since 2003, Kentucky 
Repertory Theatre (‘04-’08), Chattanooga Symphony 
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and Opera and Ballet TN. He periodically serves as 
interim Lighting Director for the Ryman Auditorium. 
Mr. Leathers has designed lighting for theatre, 
opera, ballet and modern dance since 1981 to critical 
acclaim. His design experience includes work with the 
Nashville Repertory Theatre, Opera Omaha, Studio 
West Dance Theatre, Milwaukee Ballet, Theatre Craft, 
Stage One, American Negro Playwrights Theatre, 
Amun Ra Theatre, Musical Theatre Louisville, Karen 
Steele Dance Quintet, Ballet Omaha, Ballet Austin, 
Cumberland County Playhouse and Dollywood. He 
has also worked internationally with performing arts 
organizations such as Tanz Ensemble Cathy Sharp 
(TECS-Switzerland) and Ballet Manila (Philippines). 
He has also designed scenery for numerous 
productions including Nashville Ballet’s productions of 
Robin Hood, Postcards from the Boys, The Bell Witch, 
Harvest Home, Western Stars, and Fête Champêtre.  

JON UPLEGER, Guest Artist
Jon Upleger began his formal training in 1997 under 
the direction of Petrus Bosman and David Keener 
at the Virginia School of the Arts. Upon graduation, 
he received the school’s prestigious Dean’s Award 
and then joined Nashville Ballet as an apprentice 
in 2000. During his time at Nashville Ballet, Mr. 
Upleger performed roles from such varied repertoire 
as Romeo in Nashville Ballet Artistic Director Paul 
Vasterling’s Romeo and Juliet, the Sugar Plum 
Cavalier in Nashville’s Nutcracker, Prince Siegfried 
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in Swan Lake, and Albrecht in Giselle. Other leading 
roles include Salvatore Aiello’s Satto, Sarah Slipper’s 
Ploughing the Dark, Twyla Tharp’s Sinatra Suite, 
and Paul Vasterling’s Awaiting Redemption, Firebird, 
Cinderella, Carmina Burana, Peter Pan, and The Ben 
Folds Project: Concerto. In addition to performing 
with Nashville Ballet’s Company, Mr. Upleger has 
performed with Configurations Dance Theater in New 
York, Missouri Ballet Theater, and Terpsicorps Theater 
of Dance in Asheville, N.C. He also taught men’s class 
and pas de deux to students from across the country 
at School of Nashville Ballet’s Summer Intensive. Mr. 
Upleger helped create Nashville Ballet’s Young Men’s 
Scholarship Program, which provides tuition-free 
ballet training for males age 6–18, and served as a 
principal instructor. He is now an adjunct professor at 
Grand Valley State University and recently founded 
the Grand Rapids School of Dance in west Michigan, 
which provides ballet-focused training for students 
ages 2–18 in a nurturing and supportive environment.

SHABAZ UJIMA, Guest Artist

Shabaz Ujima first studied dance at Nashville 
School of the Arts (1995–1996) and Nashville Ballet 
(1996–1999). He continued his training at New World 
School of the Arts (1999–2001) in Miami, Florida 
and went on to dance in Nashville Ballet’s Second 
Company (2002-2003) before enjoying a successful 
career in contemporary dance with Cleo Parker 
Robinson Dance Ensemble (2003–2007) and Dayton 
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Contemporary Dance Company (2008–2014) under 
his stage name, Hershel Deondre Horner III. Mr. 
Ujima has performed works by choreographers such 
as Alvin Ailey, Donald McKayle, Milton Myers, Matt 
Maddox, Susanna Linke, Jose Limon, and Christopher 
Huggins. Upon his professional dance retirement in 
2014, Mr. Ujima returned to Nashville Ballet. He is 
currently a full-time faculty member in modern and 
contemporary dance at School of Nashville Ballet. Mr. 
Ujima is also a teaching artist for Nashville Ballet’s 
Community Engagement Program, which introduces 
the art of dance to 40,000 community members each 
year through visits to schools, libraries, and more. 
Outside of his work at Nashville Ballet, he teaches 
mindfulness and yoga to local youth and in the 
Davidson County Juvenile Detention Center.
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CELESTE BORMAN  
From Denver, North Carolina  
With Nashville Ballet since 2019  

Training and Education  
Charlotte Ballet Academy, San 
Francisco Ballet, Washington Ballet, 
Boston Ballet, Nashville Ballet 

Previously  
NB2 

NASHVILLE BALLET 2022-2023 COMPANY ARTISTS

KENNEDY BROWN  
From Chesterton, Indiana  
With Nashville Ballet since 2017 

Training and Education  
Eclipse Performing Arts, Phoenix 
Ballet, A&A Ballet 

Previously  
NB2 

  

AERON BUCHANAN  
From Hyattsville, Maryland  
With Nashville Ballet since 2020 

Training and Education  
Maryland Youth Ballet, The 
Washington Ballet, Baltimore 
School for the Arts, Boston Ballet, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet 

Previously  
Cincinnati Ballet II 

MICHAEL BURFIELD  
From Lubbock, Texas  
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
Lone Star Ballet, Ballet Lubbock, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, Ballet 
Austin II 

Previously  
Ballet Austin, Sarasota Ballet 

 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/celeste-borman
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/kennedy-brown
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/aeron-buchanan
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/michael-burfield
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JULIA EISEN  
From Chapel Hill, North Carolina  
With Nashville Ballet since 2010 

Training and Education  
The Ballet School of Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina School of the Arts, 
Richmond Ballet, Terpsicorps 
Theatre of Dance, National 
Choreographer’s Initiative 

Previously  
NB2 

 

EMILY IRELAND-BUCZEK  
From Los Angeles, California  
With Nashville Ballet since 2017 

Training and Education  
The School of American Ballet 

Previously  
 NB2 

 

JAMIE KOPIT   
From Huntington Beach, California  
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
Southland Ballet Academy,  
The Royal Ballet Upper School 

Previously  
American Ballet Theatre 

JAMES LANKFORD  
From Hanau, Germany   
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
School of Nashville Ballet Young 
Men’s Scholarship Program  

Previously  
NB2   

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/julia-eisen
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/emily-ireland-buczek
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/jamie-kopit
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/james-lankford
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GARRITT McCABE  
From Macungie, Pennsylvania  
With Nashville Ballet since 2021 

Training and Education  
Boston Ballet School, Pennsylvania 
Ballet 

Previously  
Pennsylvania Ballet 

  

JAISON McCLENDON  
From Tampa, Florida  
With Nashville Ballet since 2020 

Training and Education  
Patel Conservatory, Sarasota Ballet 

Previously  
BalletMet 2, Ballet Idaho 

  

NOAH MILLER  
From Lake Forest, California  
With Nashville Ballet since 2019 

Training and Education  
Laguna Dance Theater, Dmitri 
Kulev Classical Ballet Academy, 
Houston Ballet Academy, Texas 
Ballet Theater 

Previously  
Texas Ballet Theater 

  

 

CLAUDIA MONJA  
From Havana, Cuba  
With Nashville Ballet since 2021 

Training and Education  
Elemental Ballet School, Cuban 
National Ballet School 

Previously  
Cuban National Ballet, Ballet de 
Camagüey, Joburg Ballet 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/garritt-mccabe
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/jaison-mcclendon
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/noah-miller
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/claudia-monja
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SARAH PIERCE  
From Cambridge, Massachusetts  
With Nashville Ballet since 2016 

Training and Education  
Boston Ballet Pre-Professional 
Program, School of American Ballet, 
Chautauqua School of Dance 

Previously  
NB2 

  

 

CHRISTIAN RENFORTH  
From Richmond, Virginia 
With Nashville Ballet since 2022 

Training and Education  
Butler University

Previously  
Royal New Zealand Ballet, 
Cincinnati Ballet, National 
Choreographer’s Initiative 

  

 

DANIEL RODRIGUEZ  
From New York, New York  
With Nashville Ballet since 2019 

Training and Education  
Manhattan Youth Ballet, Laguardia 
High School of Music and Art & 
Performing Arts 

Previously  
Charlotte Ballet, Sarasota Ballet, 
Dayton Ballet, Kansas City Ballet 

  

IMANI SAILERS  
From Chicago, Illinois  
With Nashville Ballet since 2017 

Training and Education  
Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance 
Center, Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music 

Previously  
NB2 

 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/sarah-pierce
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/christian-renforth
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/daniel-rodriguez
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/imani-sailers
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MOLLIE SANSONE,  
Resident Choreographer  
From Jacksonville, North Carolina  
With Nashville Ballet since 2004 

Training and Education  
The Joffrey Midwest Workshop, the 
Nutmeg Ballet Conservatory, Atlanta 
Ballet 

Also With   
Piedmont Dance Theater, Quixotic 
Fusion and MOTION Dance + Theater

Previously  
NB2 

  

 

NICOLAS SCHEUER  
From Joinville, Brazil  
With Nashville Ballet since 2012 

Training and Education  
Bolshoi Theatre School of Brazil, 
Boston Ballet School, New English 
Ballet Theatre London 

Competitor in  
2016 Varna International Ballet 
Competition 

Previously  
Nashville Ballet Apprentice 

  

BRETT SJOBLOM  
From Columbia, Missouri  
With Nashville Ballet since 2012 

Training and Education  
Columbia Performing Arts Center, 
Virginia School of the Arts, The 
Boston Conservatory 

Previously  
NB2 

  

 

LILY SAITO  
From New York, New York  
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
School of American Ballet, 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School, 
Ellison Ballet, Washington Ballet 

Previously  
American Repertory Ballet 

  

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/mollie-sansone
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/nicolas-scheuer
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/brett-sjoblom
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/lily-saito
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OWEN THORNE  
From New Orleans, Louisiana  
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
School of Nashville Ballet, 
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, 
San Francisco Ballet 

Previously  
Houston Ballet, Scottish Ballet, 
Joburg Ballet, Royal Opera, DeNada 
Dance, Boca Ballet Theatre, The 
Peter Schaufuss Company, Antonia 
Franceschi Dance, Nashville Ballet 

as a Guest Artist 

 

COLETTE TILINSKI  
From Atlanta, Georgia  
With Nashville Ballet since 2017 

Training and Education  
Metropolitan Ballet Theatre 

Previously  
NB2 

  

 

MARISSA STARK  
From Purcellville, Virginia  
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
The Art of Technique, The 
Washington School of Ballet,  
The Washington Ballet 

Previously  
NB2 

  

 

JASMINE WHEELER  
From Chicago, Illinois  
With Nashville Ballet since 2020 

Training and Education  
Ballet Chicago, A and A Ballet, 
Kansas City Ballet 

Previously  
Kansas City Ballet 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/owen-thorne
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/colette-tilinski
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/marissa-stark
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/jasmine-wheeler
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ANNELIESE GUERIN  
From Spokane, Washington  
With Nashville Ballet since 2019 

Training and Education  
Pacific Northwest Ballet School, 
San Francisco Ballet School, Pacific 
Northwest Ballet School 

Previously  
NB2 

JUSTIN ABEL 
From League City, Texas 
With Nashville Ballet since 2021

Training and Education  
Next Generation Ballet, Feijoo Ballet 
School, Royal Academy of Fine Arts

Previously  
NB2 

 

ANNALYN BAKLAND  
From Redlands, California  
With Nashville Ballet since 2021 

Training and Education  
School of International Ballet, Ballet 
Idaho, Pacific Northwest Ballet 

Previously  
NB2 

 

MAIA MONTGOMERY  
From West Palm Beach, Florida  
With Nashville Ballet since 2022 

Training and Education  
Julie Bravata, Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre Graduate School 

Previously  
Next Generation Ballet, Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/anneliese-guerin
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/justin-abel
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/annalyn-bakland
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/maia-montgomery


 

FARIN TAFT  
From Littleton, Massachusetts   
With Nashville Ballet since 2018 

Training and Education  
Boston Ballet 

Previously  
NB2, Boston Ballet 
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AUTUMN TIERNEY  
From Merrimack, New Hampshire  
With Nashville Ballet since 2019 

Training and Education  
Southern New Hampshire Dance 
Theatre, Boston Ballet School, Ballet 
West Academy 

Previously  
NB2 

RAQUEL SMITH   
From Los Angeles, California  
With Nashville Ballet since 2021 

Training and Education  
Lauridsen Ballet Centre, San 
Francisco Ballet 

Previously  
Richmond Ballet 

  

 

 

JOSHUA O’CONNOR  
From Waterford, Michigan   
With Nashville Ballet since 2021 

Training and Education  
Rochester School of Dance, Cary 
Ballet Conservatory 

Previously  
NB2 

   

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/farin-taft
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/autumn-tierney
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/raquel-smith
https://www.nashvilleballet.com/joshua-oconnor


NASHVILLE BALLET 2022-2023 NB2 MEMBERS
NB2: Nashville Ballet’s Second Company

2022-2023 NB2 Members 
left to right: Isabella Davila, Isaac Lee, Sofia Williams, Elisabeth Baehman, 
Nicholas Posluszny, Kyra Piper, Melanie Eilenstine, Wade Mesecar, Samuel 
Mayer, Veronica Jaspers

2022-2023 NB2 Trainees 
front row left to right: Cassie Thoms, Rachael Dean,* Asia Parham, Madeline 
Diehl, Sophie Cserey, Mackenzie Kenyon, Dargan Swearingen, Katrina Chen

back row left to right: Maia Nguyen, Erin Diehl, Marina Profy Ivana Brown, 
Alexis Bull, Greer Gage

*Promoted to NB2 as of November 2022
**not pictured Emily Bailey

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/nb2
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NASHVILLE BALLET ADMINISTRATION 

CEO/Associate Artistic Director 
Nick Mullikin 

Company and Artist Relations 
Manager 

Katie Vasilopoulos 

Executive Assistant  
Jaimie Flores 

Senior Manager of Community 
Engagement and Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Staff Lead

Briona Richardson 

Controller 
Melinda Sue Kimble 

Staff Accountant 
Dianne Rodgers 

Director of Sales and Marketing 
Eleanor Barbee Palmer 

Senior Manager of Advertising and 
Corporate Relations 

Deborah Kehoe 

Public Relations Manager 
Paige Atwell  

Box Office and Marketing 
Coordinator 

Peter Donnelly 

Box Office and Shop Associate 
Jess Craine 

Director of Development 
Joel Abramson 

Campaign Manager 
Kathryn Bennett 

Events Manager 
Rachel Stover 

Development and Database 
Coordinator 

Caroline Pollard 

NASHVILLE BALLET PRODUCTION 

Director of Production 
Melinda L. Dodson 

Production Stage Manager 
Deborah Climo 

Assistant Stage Manager
Aryana Arayaderosier

Lighting Designer 
Scott Leathers 

Resident Assistant Lighting 
Designer 

Kelly Landry 

Master Electrician 
Kimberly Pukay 

Costume Director 
Mycah Kennedy 

Wardrobe Supervisor 
Alison Taylor 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/administration


Costume Shop First Hand 
Aryana Gaines

Stitchers
Nawal Haje
Sarah Newman
Anna Yepes

Dressers
Pam Atha
Colleen Garatoni
Sarah Newman

Children’s Dressers
Michele Boswell
Zuwhan Gaston
Sean Hager
Emily Hardesty
Brian Jones

Laundry Dressers
Julia Fleming
Katie Vogel

Wig and Make-Up Artists
Kathleen Beam
Tayler Brown
Jade Fish
Lydia Harrison

Master Carpenter
Robert Helvey

Head Carpenters
Peter Thomas
Randy Dunagan

Carpenters
Kelly Scheuman
Tracy St. Charles

Properties Master
Eric Gamez

TPAC Technical Director
Patrick Bergquist

TPAC Audio Engineer
Brittany Pigg

TPAC Light Board Operator
Tyler Rose

Stage Crew
*International Alliance of Theatrical 

Stage Employees Local #46
Tim Ashburn, Steward

Photographers
Chad Driver
Karyn Kipley
Lydia McRae
Hannah Russell
Nicolas Scheuer
Heather Thorne
 
Videographers
Chad Driver
Randy Hale



Give the gift of dance 
this holiday season

Help share the magic of Nashville’s 
Nutcracker with over 2,500 economically 

under-resourced Middle Tennessee families. 
Gifts made by December 31 will be doubled!

Click here to double your impact!

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/planned-giving


SCHOOL OF NASHVILLE BALLET FACULTY AND STAFF 

School Administrative Director 
Sarah Dey 

Youth Programs Coordinator 
Emily Wells 

Enrollment and Programs 
Coordinator 

Mia Zappacosta 

Full-Time Faculty 
Anaïs Chalendard, Professional 

Programs Manager
Kate Kastelnik
Nicole Koenig, Syllabus Manager/

Practical Teaching Supervisor
Lydia McRae, Social Media Assistant
Shabaz Ujima
 
School Associates 
Lara Parker
Dargan Swearingen
Celina Merrill

Part-Time Faculty 
Aeron Buchanan 
Alex Winer 
Antonette Arsenault 
Ashley Peluse
Brett Sjoblom 
Che Clausen 
Claire Hahn 
Dargan Swearingen 
Elisabeth Baehman 
Elisabeth Johnson 
Emily Skaug
Eric Harris 
Hannah Mathews 
James Lankford 
Jamie Bubb 
Justin Abel 
Krissy Dodge 
Kristin Beutel
Lara Parker 
Madeleine Bean 

Melissa Cassidy 
Melissa Mangold 
Mollie Sansone 
Rachel Nasuti 
Sarah Pierce 
Thea Jones
Victoria Clerico 

School of Nashville Ballet 
Accompanists 

Joshua Carter
Bill White
Svetlana Keith
Al Marcelli
Tony Crow
Sav Rang
Mary Countess
Evee Hunnel

Company Rehearsal Pianist
Alessandra Volpi

Youth Cast Stagers
Anaïs Chalendard
Kate Kastelnik
Nicole Koenig
Lydia McRae
Shabaz Ujima

Assistant Youth Cast Stagers
Madeleine Bean
Melissa Mangold
Dargan Swearingen

Backstage Youth Cast Stager 
Assistants

Antonette Arsenault
Madeleine Bean
Jamie Bubb
Adam Crosslin
Che Clausen 
Sydney Emeson
Mary Husmann
Riley Jones
Melissa Mangold



ADULT 
CLASSES

Ages 18+, No Experience Required!

First Class $5!

Click here to see our class schedule

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/community-adult


2022-2023 NASHVILLE BALLET BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Nancy Abbott 
Ms. Megan Andereck*  
Ms. Meera Ballal  
Mr. Marcus Bradford  
Mr. Bart Bowling  
Dr. LaDonna Boyd  
Ms. Mary Katherine Bratton  
Mr. John Carter Cash  
Mrs. Monica Cintado-Scokin  
Mr. Eric Cook  
Mrs. Allison Cotton  
Mrs. Laura Currie  
Mr. Martin Davis Jr.  
Mrs. Evelyn Galletti  
Mrs. Catherine Gemmato-Smith* 
Mrs. Frederick S. Grace 
Mr. Amos E. Gott 
Mr. Lance Gruner 
Dr. Celeste Hemingway  
Dr. Anna Hemnes  
Mrs. Vicki Horne 
Ms. MaryAnne Howland 
Mrs. Emily Humphreys 
Mrs. Suzan Gibbs 
Mrs. Caylan Jarman  

Ms. Charlyn Jarrells  
Ms. Michelle McKenney Jones  
Mrs. Susan Short Jones  
Mr. Neil B. Krugman*  
Mr. Sylvain Lapointe 
Mrs. Dionne Lucas  
Mrs. Melissa Mahanes  
Ms. Chambre Malone  
Ms. Apphia Maxima  
Mr. Roger Moore  
Mr. Dan Murphy  
Mrs. Anissa Nelson-Carlisle  
Mrs. Jessica Osaki  
Mr. Brant Phillips  
Mrs. Rebecca Pitt  
Ms. Ashley E. Propst  
Mr. Shannon Sanders  
Mr. Sam Santoro  
Dr. Kara Smith  
Mr. Joe Sowell*  
Mr. Bill Stefek  
Mrs. Brooke Trusley  
Mrs. Maggie Warrier  
Mrs. Ann Parker Weeden  

*Denotes Ex-Officio member 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/board-of-directors


2022-2023 NASHVILLE BALLET ADVISORY BOARD 

Mrs. Anita Baltimore 
Mrs. Lucius W. Carroll II 
Mrs. John R. Cheadle, Jr. 
Mr. Gary B. Crigger 
Mrs. Robert V. Dale 
Mrs. Ralph W. Davis, Jr. 
Mr. Patrick G. Emery 
Mrs. Annette S. Eskind 
Ms. Karyn Frist 
Mrs. James F. Gallivan 
Mr. Don Greene 
Mr. H. Lynn Greer, Jr. 
Mr. William L. Haralson 
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey 
Mrs. Martha R. Ingram 

Mrs. Amy M. Joyner 
Mr. Eugene Lotochinski 
Ellen H. Martin 
Mrs. Cathy C. McLure 
Mr. Lannie Walker Neal, Jr. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Litterer Nichols 
Mrs. Emily J. Noel 
Ms. Linda Coss Reeve 
Mr. Dudley C. Richter 
Mrs. Jack W. Shepherd 
Mrs. Lucy S. Smith 
Mrs. Leah E. Sohr 
Mr. Jim Todd 
Mrs. Claire W. Tucker 
Mrs. Robert F. Weigel 

2022-2023 RELEVÉ BALLET BOARD OF OFFICERS 

We applaud the leaders of Relevé, a dynamic group of professionals and 
community volunteers who share a passion for dance and are committed to 

furthering the mission of Nashville Ballet.  

Mrs. Mary Katherine Bratton* 
Ms. Rachel Buller 
Ms. Crystal Chen 
Dr. Lauren Hansen 

Mrs. Holly Hayes 
Ms. Alexis Henslee 
Mr. Aaron Shaull 
*Board Chair 

NASHVILLE BALLET LEGACY CIRCLE 
The Legacy Circle recognizes and honors donors who have made enduring 
gifts or commitments to Nashville Ballet by including the organization in 

their financial or estate plans. 

Anonymous 
Stephen Abelman and  

Robin Holab-Abelman 
The Late Mr. and  

Mrs. Brownlee O. Currey 
Brian Fitzpatrick 
Mr. William L. Haralson 
Mr. and Mrs. Matt A. Holst 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hutton 
Mr. Paul H. Kuhn 
Ms. Charlyn Jarrells 
Barry Lapidus 

Frances and Eugene Lotochinski 
Mrs. Jayne Menkemeller 
Patricia W. and James F. Munro 
Ms. Rachel Pena 
Mary and David Rollins 
Mrs. J. Ronnie Scott and  

The Late Ronnie Scott 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Spalding 
Curt and Heather Thorne 
K. Janelle Wilson 
The Late William H. Woerner Jr. 

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/board-of-directors


NASHVILLE BALLET FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT FUND 
Nashville Ballet is immensely grateful for the donors who have made 

contributions to the Nashville Ballet Foundation Endowment Fund ($250+ 
from 06/01/2021 to 08/31/2022). All efforts have been made to recognize 

everyone who has given. 

Anonymous 
Mr. Steven B. Bowling  
John and Ana Cristina Cash  
Charlie B. Carlisle and Anissa 

Nelson-Carlisle  
Dr. Elizabeth L. Cato  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradford Currie  
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Eastwood, Jr.  
Dr. and Mrs. Steven J. Eskind  
Steven and Laurie Eskind   
Mr. Brian Fitzpatrick  
Lance W. Gruner  
Drs. Celeste and Graham 

Hemingway  
Mr. and Mrs. B. Frederick Horne, Jr.  
Suzan and Christian Ilic  
Mr. G. Brian Jackson and  

Mr. Roger E. Moore  

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson  
Lipscomb Jarman  

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. McRae III  
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Munro  
Joelle and Brant Phillips  
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Pitt  
Ms. Ashley E. Propst  
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Smith  
Dr. Kara Smith  
Heather and Curt Thorne
William D. Stefek and  

Michael G. Rogers  
Ann Parker and Douglas Weeden
The Jane Fabian Scholarship Fund 
Elaina and Ronnie Scott Fund 
The Diane Lynch Smith  

Scholarship Fund 
The Paul Vasterling Artistic Fund   



NASHVILLE BALLET IS VERY GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR SPONSORS 

Lensgraf
Chiropractic Clinic

Benjamin A. Lensgraf, DC

EST.EST. 19371937 EST.EST. 19371937



Nashville Ballet Foundation
A gift to the Nashville Ballet 
Foundation is an investment 
in the future of ballet and 
dance in Middle Tennessee. 

Click here to make a difference today!

Giving options  
include:
Cash

Stock
IRA Distributions

Donor Advised Funds

Life Insurance Policies

Bequests

And more
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NASHVILLE BALLET STANDING OVATIONS 

Nashville Ballet is immensely grateful for its Benefactors’ Society 
members, Ambassadors’ Society members, Ballet Ball supporters  

and in-kind donors. All efforts have been made to recognize 
everyone who has given ($250+ from 06/01/2021 to 08/31/2022).  
If you are interested in supporting Nashville Ballet, please visit 

nashvilleballet.com/donate. 

$100,000+ 
Ballet Ball 2022 
Ingram Charitable Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles N. Martin, Jr. in 

honor of Ellen Martin 
Metro Arts 
Sandra Schatten Foundation 
Small Business Administration 

$50,000–$99,999 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Rollins 
Eric Cook and Jason Somerville 
The Shubert Foundation 
Tennessee Arts Commission 

$20,000–$49,999 
Advance Financial 
Climb Nashville 
Conrad Nashville 
Dance/USA 
Deloitte and Touche LLP 
Laurie and Steven Eskind 
HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health 
PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Seabury, III 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Sohr 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Sowell 

$10,000–$19,999 
Anonymous 
AllianceBernstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Beck 
Benefits, Inc. 
Bradley and Patricia Thacker 
Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund 
Caterpillar Foundation 

Dollar General Corporation 
Mrs. Annette S. Eskind 
Tennessee Titans 
Jeffrey and Holly Christine Hayes 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Brevard Haynes 
The HCA Foundation 
Healthpeak Properties, Inc. 
Ingram Industries 
K&L Gates 
Lensgraf Chiropractic Clinic 
Marlene And Spencer Hays 

Foundation 
Ellen Harrison Martin 
Ernst & Young LLP 
The Memorial Foundation 
Patricia and James Munro 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee F. Noel 
Mark McDonald 
South College 
Susan Underwood Physical Therapy 
The Portner Charitable Remainder 
Heather and Curt Thorne 
Vanderbilt University 
Waller 
Washington Foundation 
Mr. Bradley D. Wensel and  

Mr. Larry J. Savage 
Wood Stabell Law Group 

$5,000–$9,999 
Anonymous 
Nancy and John Abbott 
Stephen Abelman and  

Robin Holab-Abelman 
Best Brands 
Bart Bowling 



Dr.LaDonna Y. Boyd 
LifeWorks Foundation 
Mr. Charlie B. Carlisle and  

Mrs. Anissa Nelson-Carlisle 
Ana Cristina and John Carter Cash 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cheadle, Jr. 
The Community Foundation of  

Middle Tennessee 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Crumbo 
The Danner Foundation 
Suann and Ralph Davis 
Diversified Trust Co., Inc. 
Erie Insurance 
Samuel M. Fleming Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Grace 
The Oliver R. Grace Charitable 

Foundation  
Lance W. Gruner 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Hayes 
Ms. Rhea D. Heath 
Anna Hemnes and Jacob Schwarz 
HUB International 
Suzan Ilic 
Mr. and Mrs. Roland L. Jones 
Mr. Jay Jones, Jr. and  

Mr. Robert J. Turner 
Katherine and Keith Crosthwaite 
Dr. Benjamin Lensgraf 
Frances and Eugene Lotochinski 
Delta Dental Plan of Tennessee 
Adrienne and Richard McRae, III 
Mrs. Theresa Payne 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Brantley Phillips 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Leta D. Priest 
Publix Super Markets Charities 
Jennifer and Gus Puryear 
Randall and Shelby Trusley 
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley C. Richter 
Dan, Lisa, Sam and Jake Slipkovich 
J. T. Smith in Memory of Diane L. 

Smith 
Chris and Barbara Stark 

SVB Leerink  
Tennessee Orthopaedic Alliance 
Truist  
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Trusley 
Vanderbilt Medical Center  
VMG Health 
Kent and Karen Weeks 

$2,500–$4,999 
Mr. Clifford G. Adlerz 
American Endowment 
Brannan and Amy Atkinson 
Ms. Rebecca Ayer 
Mrs. Meera Ballal and Dr. Seenu 

Reddy 
Ms. Lillian Becker 
Carl and Susan Becker 
Braces By Dr. Ruth 
Sylvia and Doug Bradbury 
Mr. Jason T. Bradshaw and  

Mr. Robert J. Deal 
Ann and Frank Bumstead 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fenswick 
Ruth L. Cate and Dr. Charles White 
Caterpillar Financial 
Dr. Elizabeth Cato 
Veta Cicolello and Theodore 

Antoniadis 
Community Health Systems 

Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Ian F. Cotton 
Bonne and Gary Crigger 
Cumberland Trust and Investment 

Co. 
Brad and Laura Currie 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam B. Devane 
Patrick and Virginia Dodge 
Elizabeth and Matthew Burch 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene B. Shanks, Jr. 
Brian Fitzpatrick 
Ms. Karyn M. Frist, Karyn Mclaughlin 

Frist Fund of The Community 
Found 

NASHVILLE BALLET STANDING OVATIONS!



Patricia C. and Thomas F. Frist 
Designated Fund of The 
Community Found 

Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Galletti 
George and Kelli Luallen 
George Ritzen and Mary Katherine 

Atkins-Ritzen 
Google, Inc. 
Elizabeth and Lynn Greer 
Hearn Charitable Foundation 
Drs. Celeste and Graham 

Hemingway 
Tennessee State Museum 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Hensler 
Ms. Amanda Hite 
Mr. David Hormby 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Frederick 

Horne, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Houff 
Mr. Houston Howell and  

Ms. Jessica Osaki 
Mr. and Mrs. Anderson L. Jarman 
Ms. Charlyn Jarrells 
Amy and Owen Joyner 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Ketchel III 
Laurie J. Kirsch and Rodney J. Gasch 
Nashville Predators 
Liberty Party Rental 
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Mahanes III 
Middle Tennessee Honda Dealers 
Moo TV 
Roger E. Moore and G. Brian Jackson 
Leslie and Scott Newman 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ralls Niewold 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pickrell 
PNC Foundation 
Ms. Ashley E. Propst 
Risa Greendlinger and Don Reed 
Anne and Charles Roos 
Samuel A. Santoro and Mary M. 

Zutter 
Dr. Norm Scarborough and  

Ms. Kimberly Hewell 
Dr. and Mrs. John Schneider 
Mrs. J. Ronnie Scott 
Mary Jo and Steve Shankle 
Ms. Anita Sloan 
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Smith 
Dr. Kara Smith 
Ray D. Smith and Michael H. 

Johnson 
Julie Carell Stadler 
Bill Stefek 
Taziki’s Mediterranean Cafe 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Turner, Jr. 
Jane Vandeventer 
Maggie Warrier 
Woodmont Investment Counsel, LLC 

$1,000–$2,499 
Anonymous 
Aashish Shah and Roseann Rogers 
Andrew Allen Charitable Foundation 
David Andrews 
Ann Parker and Douglas Weeden 
Mrs. Hunter Armistead 
Laurie and Michael Austin 
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Baker III 
Anita and Don Baltimore 
Jeanette Barker and Dax Langford 
Dr. and Mrs. Brian S. Biesman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Binkley, Jr. 
Blake and Stefanie Carter 
Michele and Paul Brown 
Mr. Eric Bymaster 
CapStar Bank 
Carol and Darryl Yochem 
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Blackburn 
Christina and Edwin Feagins 
Monica Cintado-Scokin and  

Daniel Scokin 
Megan Cournoyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Crabb III 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Murphy 
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Cheryl Dastugue 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dixon 
do not list/Eakin 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Eastwood, Jr. 
Ms. Elisa Enger 
Dr. Morel Enoch Harvey 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Deems 
Julie and Andrew Galbierz 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Eskind 
B. Fisher 
Ms. Alice Fitzgibbon 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Francis 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Basile 
Lisa and Michael French 
Amy Gill 
Ms. Jane Gilliam 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Gold and 

Family 
Mr. Amos E. Gott and  

Mr. Vincent Dreffs, Jr. 
Mr. Anthony L. Grande 
GSRM Law 
Barbara and Greg Hagood 
Carolyn Griffin Hall and  

T. Hartley Hall, V 
Janet and Jim Hasson 
Mr. John Perry and  

Ms. Catherine Holsen 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Hale Hooper III 
Jacqueline and Robert Hutton 
Jaime Gilliam-Swartz and  

Emmicia Bracey 
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Parrott 
Mr. James R. Humphreys, Sr. 
Mr. Jimmy Pavliska and  

Dr. Taylor Hartley 
John and Ariel Biggs 
Susan and Bill Joy 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Counts III 
John Keach 
Kellie and Will Robinson 
Lynda J. Kelly 

Benjamin King 
Ms. Stephanie L. Knight and  

Dr. Richard A. Duschl 
Linda R. Koon 
Karen and Sylvain Lapointe 
Lauren E. Kilgore and  

Matthew W. Dixon 
Mr. Lawrence Luckey and  

Dr. Frances Cate 
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Malone 
Natalie-Chantal Lévy-Sousan 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Lipman 
Lipman Brothers and the  

R.S. Lipman Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Longmire 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Looney 
Lowell and Shari Martin 
Elise, Jackson, and Emilia Lowery 
Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Schwartz 
Mr. and Mrs. David Manning 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Bradford 
Marie and Larry Carter 
William K. Marlow 
Mary Swietnicki and Adam Mortara 
Ms. Mary Unobsky and Mr. Eli Ball 
David and Donna Mastran 
Apphia M. Maxima 
The McKesson Foundation c/o  

JK Group, Inc 
Melissa and Chris Wyatt 
Mrs. Jayne Menkemeller 
Michael and Alissa Knowles 
Drs. Michael and Rowena Cuffe 
Michael and Sarah Ruth Hendrix 
Dr. Michelle Jones and Mr. Terry Jones 
Mr. Wayne Morris 
Nick Mullikin 
Nancy and Hans Stabell 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Donald Nichols 
Ms. Melinda Weldon and  

Mr. John H. Noel III 
Newt and Jill Ogden 
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Dr. Megan and Ryan Peters 
Lauren Patten 
Susan Liu and Ken Pierce 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Bracken, Jr. 
Stephen Richards, Jr. 
Samantha D. Richter 
Robert Kane and Anna Linn Currie 
Michael Schlosser and Kerri 

Cavanaugh 
Joshua Segall 
Mr. Aaron Shaull 
Mrs. Jack W. Shepherd 
Allen DeCuyper and Steve Sirls 
Dr. Beth Sjoblom and  

Mr. Eric Sjoblom 
Mr. Donald K. Skelton 
Mrs. Pamela Sloan 
Irvin and Beverly Small Foundation 
Trey Smith 
Rich and Lucy Smith 
Mrs. Mary Smith 
Judy Spencer and Scott Knowles 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Speyer 
Catherine Cate Sullivan 
Take Away Catering 
Rebecca and William Taylor 
Teressa Foglia 
Toni Thompson 
TN Event Design 
Vanessa M. Munoz and Nicolai Wiest 
Paul Vasterling and Jason Facio 
William Verheide 
Veronica Votypka 
Drs. Joseph and Stephaine Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Anthony Waller 
Anonymous, in memory of  

Tony Viglione 
K. Janelle Wilson 
Patricia A. Wilson 
Dallas and Fleming Wilt 
Dr. Lawrence K. Wolfe, in memory of 

Sally Wolfe 

Katherine Young and family 
Jeff Zeitlin 

$500–$999 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Albright 
Alex and Whitney Kimerling 
Jane and Greg Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. John McComas 

Allgood, Jr. 
Allyson and Walker Eastham 
David and Carolyn Amiot 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Page 
Azra and Amira Ahmetovic 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey balser 
Mr. Charles C. Blackburn and The 

Honorable Marsha Blackburn 
Ms. Shirley Blackburn 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank H. Boehm 
Angela and Jerry Bostelman 
Phil and Allison Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Crockett Brown, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rawls Butler 
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith W. Caldwell III 
Barbara and Eric Chazen 
Crystal Chen 
Betsy Chernau 
Vicki Brown and Chris Klein 
Mr. Patrick Clark 
Ms. Valorie W. Cole 
Cory and Emily Sanderson 
David and Rebecca Klements 
Delphine and Allen Damon 
Mrs. Olivia R. Dial 
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Driver 
Ms. Linda Dyer 
Edward H. Braman and  

Beth Workman 
Mrs. Annette S. Eskind 
Antonio Forbes 
Cathey and Wilford Fuqua 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Gallivan,  
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The Gallivan Family Advised Fund  
Eileen Garvey 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Ghertner 
Norman Gillis 
Linda S. Hackett 
Elizabeth R. Hagewood 
Dr. Lauren Louise Hansen 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Roderick Heller, III 
Alexis A. Henslee 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Wright Hickerson, III 
Mr. Reggie Hill, Esq. 
Hank Ingram 
Mr. and Mrs. James Fitzgerald 
Ms. Janice Rempe and Jack Tilinski 
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Berry 
Jonathan and Blair Lund 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Kazimi, Kazimi 

Advised Fund of The Community 
Foundation 

Carolyn Kendall 
Mrs. Mary Kennedy 
Kernels Gourmet Popcorn 
Kerry and George Swearingen 
Gregg Killoren 
Mr. Christopher C. Klein 
Michael A. Koban, Jr. 
Diane and Wayne Kopit 
Alicia Leadford 
Christine Lee 
Jeremy Lehman 
Edward Lemaster III 
Wendy and John Leonard 
The Lucas Family 
Chambre Malone 
Mr. and Mrs. Alec Wylie McDougall III 
Ellen and Patrick McIntyre 
Ms. Melissa G. Mosteller 
Josie Nielson 
Caroline and Lee Noel, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic W. Reisner 
Anne Laura Reviere 
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Spitz 

Caitlin E. Stone 
Kate Tallmadge 
Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Thompson 
Chris and Allison Thompson 
Thomas J. Tilinski 
The Honorable Aleta Trauger and  

Mr. Byron R. Trauger 
Tree and Lance Paine 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Turner 
Jennifer C. Turner 
Ms. Katie Vasilopoulos 
Joyce A. Vise 
Ms. Memorie K. White 
Michele Whittaker 
Mr. and Mrs. Ridley Wills III 
Wilt Family Foundation 
Vivian R. and Richard A. Wynn 
Ms. Carol Yarbrough and  

Dr. Burton F. Elrod 
Donna and Jim Zamorski 

$250–$499 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam W. Anderson 
Adam and Lydia Krauss 
Angie Adams 
Alicia Adlerz 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Anja and Todd Miller 
Anne and George McGinn 
Ariana and Marcus Geromes 
Amanda Barrett 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Bearden 
Mr. Wesley P. Belden 
Bell Estates Homeowners’ 

Association 
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler R. Berry IV 
Mr. and Mrs. Blaine L. Bonadies 
Audrey Borden 
Mrs. Ann Ralls Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Bryant 
Lindsey Burroughs 

*Deceased



Carolyn and Jan Bakland 
Grant Carpenter 
Ms. Kathryn Barnett and  

Mr. William T. Cheek III 
Christine and Jansen Milam 
Clay and Emily Money 
Chase Cole 
Complexion Nashville 
Nick and Connie R. Deidiker 
Conrad and Ann Whitten Reynaud 
Mrs. Kelsey Cox 
Olivia M. Crossman 
M. Weldon Diana 
Holland Downs 
Ms. Stephanie Durman 
Ms. Susan Eaton 
Elizabeth and Ross Jagar 
Emily and John Mowry 
Ms. Mallory C. Ervin 
Victor Evans 
Fairlane Hotel 
Faulkner and Chase Parker 
Virginia Fay 
Margaret C. Finn 
Ashley Fischer 
Whitney Fischer 
Daniel Forsythe 
Matthew Garrett 
Jeannie and Alan Gaus 
Jennifer Geny 
Anthony Giudice 
Gunnar and Kelsey Kohl 
The Hale Family 
Haley and Rob Eakin 
Charlsie and John Halliburton 
Hannah and Caleb Rowan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Hannon 
Mr. and Helmuth G. Cote 
Sara Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holland 
Gingie Hunstad 
Mr. and Mrs. Ian D. Bratton 

Mrs. Martha Rivers Ingram 
Martha and Gavin Ivester 
James and Elizabeth Akins 
Brittany Jernigan 
Kameron and Chloé Amstutz 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kane 
Michael Doochin and  

Linda Kartoz-Doochin 
Kathleen and Mitch Carrington 
Ms. Caitlin Kelley 
Katherine Kelly 
Mrs. Hannah Kestner 
Mr. John Kidd 
Kimberly and David Silvus 
Terah Kimbrell 
Ashley Knight 
Robert Knox 
Kristen and Mark Mosley 
Celinda Lake 
Dr. and Mr. Lauren Poole 
Libbi and Eric Rambow 
Linda and Don Ware 
Ms. Andrea O. Lindsey 
Ms. Mary L. Linn 
Gary London 
Mr. Jon Lucas 
Mark and Alex Waldo 
Martha and Drew Carney 
Matthew and Erin Christie 
Melanie McBurney 
William G. McGiffert 
Dr. Adrianne McKeon 
McNutt Pediatric Dentistry 
Melissa and Banks Woodruff 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Vogeli 
Michael Mishu and Zeke Arteaga 
Mark and Bonnie Miller-McLemore 
Molly and Michael Esworthy 
Alexandra Moresco 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Mueller 
Mr. and Mrs. Volker Oberacker 
Ms. Nichole Ocepek 
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Susan and Rick Oliver 
Ms. Eleanor Parkes 
Willl and Lauren Pendleton 
Alan Perlman 
Bunny Porter-Shirley 
Sharon and Douglas Pugh 
Alex Rangel 
Ms. Sylvia Rapoport 
Rascoe and Caroline Dean 
Ellie Raths 
Kay and David Raybin 
Regional Dance America 
Leigh T. Richardson 
Kathleen Roth and Randy Powell 
Keesler H. Sanders 
Sarah and Judson Veach 
Alexandra Schneider 
Dr. Stephanie Schultz 
Ms. Lynda Sebastian 
Alix Weiss Sharp 
Shauna and Don Orr 
Natalie L. Shute 
Allison Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Smothers 
Mr. Andrew W. Smyth 
Sofia F. Apuzzo and Dylan McCoy 
Sony Music Nashville 
Nicholas South 

Spring Stanger 
Mr. and Mrs. James Stefansic 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bennett 

Stephenson 
Ms. Emily Stewart 
Ian M. Symington 
The Christie Cookie Co. 
Jaclyn Theoharis 
Mr. John H. Thurman 
Mr. Mark Tobin 
April Tomlin 
Tiana Trotz 
Claire Whitfield Tucker 
Tiffiny Tung 
Vaibhav Anand 
Emily Vasilopoulos 
Marianna Weaver 
Mr. and Mrs. Axson West 
Mrs. Lisa W. Wheeler 
John White 
Sarah Whittelsey 
Janet Whittington 
William and Susan Dupont 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wilson 
Whit and Kristin Wilson 
Mr. Robert Winston 
Shirley Zeitlin and Family 

MUSIC ACCOMPANIMENT UNDERWRITERS 

Nashville Ballet is immensely grateful for the donors who have 
made contributions that allow us to create and utilize incredible 

music during our performances. 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Brevard Haynes Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Frederick  
Horne, Jr. 

NASHVILLE BALLET STANDING OVATIONS!



MIDDLE TENNESSEE BALLET SUPPORT ENDOWMENT FUND 

TO BENEFIT NASHVILLE BALLET 
$100,000+ 
Eric Cook and Jason Somerville  
Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Haynes  
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Lotochinski 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Munro 
Sandra Schatten Foundation
 
$50,000–$99,999 
The Steven and Laurie Eskind  

Family Foundation  
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Rollins 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Turner 

$10,000–$49,999 
Anonymous  
Mrs. Irwin B. Eskind  
Roland and Susan Jones 
 

$1,000–$9,999 
Anonymous  
Mrs. James C. Bradford, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Corbin  
Mr. and Mrs. Gary B. Crigger  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradford Currie 
Dr. Morel Enoch  
Samuel M. Fleming Foundation  
Mrs. Karyn Frist  
Mr. and Mrs. T. Hartley Hall V  
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard M. Hayden, Jr. 
Mr. Paul Kuhn 
Mr. Nick Mullikin  
Ms. Lori Tigert  
Mr. Paul Vasterling and  

Mr. Jason Facio 
Ms. K. Janelle Wilson

NASHVILLE BALLET STANDING OVATIONS!



Share the gift of dance

When you donate  
to Nashville Ballet,  
you bring dance and arts education  
directly into our local schools and  
community centers.

Click here to make  
a difference today!

https://www.nashvilleballet.com/donate


Ballet is for Everyone
Nashville Ballet is invested in creating a diverse, equitable, and 
inclusive community. We believe we can best achieve our mission 
by creating a climate of respect that is supportive of all voices, 
celebrating diverse stories, increasing arts access, and sparking 
communal discussion about our community and our world through 
our art form and artistic programming. When considering the 
diversity of the Nashville Ballet community, we look at all aspects, 
including: race, gender, age, socioeconomic status, disability status, 
geographic (rural/urban), and sexual orientation. However, Nashville 
Ballet recognizes the racial inequalities that have plagued the dance 
world for far too long and is deeply committed to educating our 
constituencies on systemic racism, engaging in antiracist work in 
every branch of our organization, and doing our part to abolish 
racial inequalities in ballet.

Land Acknowledgement
As we share this space today, let us acknowledge the history and 
wisdom that the ground beneath our feet holds. We recognize that 
the land that is holding us is the ancestral and traditional Land of 
the Eastern Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Shawnee peoples, who today 
have nation boundaries in Oklahoma, after the Indian Removal Act 
of 1830 led to the forced removal of southern tribes west of the 
Mississippi River via the Trail of Tears, which weaves throughout 
this region. We also recognize the Yuchi tribal nation. As residents 
and culture bearers here now,  we are connected to the Indigenous 
communities of this place through the land. We must honor the 
people and their history.

The foundation of this land acknowledgment was developed in 
collaboration with the 2021 Racial Equity in Arts Leadership cohort.



http://diversifiedtrust.com


We create, perform, teach, and 
promote dance as an essential 
and inspiring element of our 

community.

http://www.nashvilleballet.com
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