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Bruce has been a dedicated President and passionate heritage advocate for our Community for the past 3 years. Following his nomination for President in early 2012, Bruce was
subject to a, so called, baptism of fire in June that year following the devastating event
that destroyed our historical Mount Lawley Primary School. Whilst the embers of our beloved school still smouldered, there was growing pressure to bulldoze the intact brick
structure of the main school building that has been a prominent character fixture on Second Avenue. The arguments for demolition centring on ease of construction of the new
school and compatibility of the existing structure to the rigours of modern education
threatened the majestic federation façade. Bruce’s resolve to protect and incorporate the
Second Avenue façade into the new school is a triumph and a monument that serves to
remind us all of the effort that is required to protect our beautiful heritage streetscapes.
Bruce’s efforts to protect this building were significant. The final result speaks for itself.
Thank you Bruce.
There were so many other highlights of the past 3 years that should also be recognised:
Earlier this year, City of Stirling amended their scheme plan to include a Demolition
by Neglect provision. This is a fantastic evolution in the maturity of heritage protection
for the HPA. Once again, Bruce’s efforts in working with the City to drive this outcome
should be applauded.

•

Our membership has grown to a record high of 360 families during 2014 on the back
of a strong focus on renewals, membership drives and social events.

Pg. 13: Advertising
in MLM

•
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necessarily those of
others or of the
committee.

The ongoing archive project is progressing and is becoming a valuable asset to the
Society and community.

The presence of the Society at major community events plus our regular annual activities
continues to foster a strong sense of community spirit and connection.
I am delighted to be the Society President once again and I look forward to working with
our enthusiastic Committee to build upon the enormous contribution made by Bruce over
the past 3 years.
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The past year has not been without its setbacks. Despite a well-managed campaign led by the City of Stirling to
influence the outcome of the municipal boundary review, it seems that our boundary is set to change and most of
Mount Lawley and all of Inglewood will form part of the City of Bayswater from July 2015.
Let me make it clear that our discontent with this outcome is purely founded on disappointment and frustration
that our nearly 40 years of work with the City of Stirling to build a culture of heritage preservation will have to be
repeated.
However, we are encouraged by the positive intentions of the City of Bayswater over recent months to adopt Stirling’s character retention guidelines to their scheme. We are confident that the foundation of heritage protection
principles and guidelines developed over many decades will be adopted by the City of Bayswater in due course. We
are also confident in our ability to work with the City to develop a consistent culture of heritage protection that
serves our community for future generations. To this end, we will be meeting with the City of Bayswater Council
and staff in the New Year to commence discussions to ensure a smooth transition for heritage protection policy in
July.
Needless to say, our primary focus for 2015 will be to develop a strong positive relationship with the City of
Bayswater and help them to;
•
•

Amend their scheme plan to incorporate appropriate heritage protection policy focussing on the HPA, and;
Build a consistent culture of heritage protection at Council and officer level.

This must be in place before July 2015. It’s a big task but I am confident that we can achieve this outcome with the
City of Bayswater.
Finally, I hope you all have a relaxing Christmas and New Year break. Thank you for your support over the past
year.
We hope you enjoy the newsletter!

COMMITTEE MEMBERS for 2015
Paul Hurst : President
Bruce Wooldridge : Treasurer
Beth McKechnie : Secretary
John Wreford
Ian Merker
Barrie Baker : Patron
Andy Ross
Christina Gustavson
Sheila Robinson
Tim Hammond
John Baas: Represents Ratepayers Association

Committee meetings are held 1st Monday of the month at the Mount Lawley Bowling Club at 7.30pm from February. All members are welcome to attend.

Thank you to all members who have paid their membership fees.
A reminder will be sent out in the New Year
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Mount Lawley Men in the Great War (# 3)

Peter Conole

The prosperity of Western Australia in the 1890s, as everyone should know,
attracted immigrants from other colonies as well as other countries. The
Merifield family of Mount Lawley offers a fine example of a double hit. They
were Cornish in origin and the paternal line, stemming from the ancient
market town of St Columb Major, can be traced back to the 1600s.
Thomas Merifield (1828-1903) of St Columb and his wife Elizabeth Jones
decided to leave County Cornwall and try their luck in Victoria, possibly in
the immediate aftermath of the 1850s Gold Rush. The couple settled at
Heathcote near Bendigo and remained in the district for the rest of their
lives. The recession of the 1890s hit rural Victoria very hard and led to another move. Their son Francis John Merifield (1870-1932) married Louisa
Bennet in 1892 and left for the ‘Golden West’ while in the early stages of
raising a family. The Merifields arrived in about 1899: judging from what
happened afterwards it seems certain that Francis already had reserves of
capital to invest.
They set up house at No.661, Beaufort Street, Mount Lawley (next to the
then State Theatre, now the Astor) Francis established and managed a highly successful grocery store on the corner of Aberdeen and William Streets.
He prospered as a man of business right up until the early 1930s. Newspaper reports reveal that the family rose in status, for Francis and Louisa were
able to socialise freely with the local elite.
Early in the 1900s the Merifields received the ultimate compliment of criminal attention. During March 1903 Francis left his store one evening with a
bag containing over 100 pounds in cash. Three thugs ambushed him and
tried to carry off his holdings. However, two young men saw what was happening and raced to the rescue. They collared one of the felons, whose fate
at the hands of the Beaufort Street court magistrate might be amusing to trace in an idle moment.

By about 1914 Francis, Louisa and their family had
moved to a finer dwelling in Mount Lawley, a house at
No 19, Grosvenor Road.
Four of their youngsters reached adulthood, daughters
Ruby Marian and Irene and sons William Thomas and
Francis John (junior).
The young man of the family, William Thomas Merifield (1896-1978), obtained employment as a process
engraver - exacting and artistic work which was important to the photography, publishing and film industries of the early 20th Century.

19 Grosvenor Rd today
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A few months after the outbreak of World War I, William responded to the call to arms and enlisted as a private in
the 28th Battalion of Infantry of the Australian Imperial Force on June 16, 1915. It is common knowledge that the
28th Battalion was one of the best Australian fighting outfits of the Great War and it would be brilliant to be able to
trace William’s career as a member, as he did very well for himself. It is really awful to admit that we cannot – for
the worst of all possible reasons. His service file has not been preserved in the National Archives, which is astounding and unusual.
We have a few snippets of information courtesy the Australian War Memorial sites and sundry newspaper reports.
Private William Merifield (number 1755) left for the front on the ‘Demosthenes’ on July 23, 1915, possibly in time
for service in the last stages of the Gallipoli campaign. He was certainly in the thick of things in France. By 1918,
according to the Nominal Roles listing all personnel returning to Australia, he had risen to the rank of Sergeant in
the 28th Battalion.
He ran out of luck during August or September, 1918. The Western Argus of October 29, 1918 includes him among
the injured in one of those depressingly long lists of WA men who had been killed or wounded or reported missing
during the Australian ‘victory surge’ of that critical European summer and autumn. William remained on the active
service list well after the end of hostilities and returned to Australia on the ‘Marathon’ in late 1919. For reasons difficult to account for in our time because of lost records, he had been assigned a different army number (4799) by
then.
Sergeant Merifield had done the family proud and earlier in the war his father Francis John the Elder – despite his
advanced years and assorted business or home duties – tried to join him at the front in 1916. He lied about his
year of birth, declaring himself to be 44 (just under the upper limit), but the Army found out the truth and he was
rejected on age and possibly health grounds as well.
Francis John Merifield the Younger (1901-1979) is not known to have made any attempt to enlist while under the
age limit, possibly because by 1918 the family was too well-known in WA to make any falsehoods about his date of
birth feasible.
Francis John Merifield the Elder remained a prominent and well-respected member of the Mount Lawley community
until his death in 1932.
Soldier son William Merifield obtained employment in the WA Transport department as a tram conductor. It may
well be the work merely supplemented a returned serviceman’s pension, but certainty is impossible without additional documentation. The old soldier’s gallantry was again on display in his middle years, when the Daily News
(July 27, 1943) printed the annual WA Bravery Awards. William received a Certificate of Merit for rescuing a driver
from burning wreckage after a crash between a tram and a large truck in Beaufort Street.
William Merifield left no known descendants.
His brother Francis John the Younger did, although available data on such matters is far from complete. Francis
also became a prominent Mount Lawley identity and apparently held senior positions in the WA Railways Department. The West Australian (March 29, 1945) reported that as the next World War drew to a close he was the Secretary of the WA Railways and Tramways Institute. A few years later he involved himself in Mount Lawley municipal
politics.
As a kind of coda to Merifield family history in Mount Lawley, it is interesting to note that Francis John the Younger’s son resumed the service tradition in World War II.
Private Francis Alan Merifield (born 1923) served in the 2/17th Battalion of Infantry from 1942 until 1947
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The Bailey Family of 40 Longroyd St Mt Lawley
Thank you to Phyllis for the article.
Phyllis Bailey is one of 3 children born to Christopher Stuart Bailey born in 1893 in England. His parents were Ernest
and Mary Bailey of 6 Colville Rd, North Kensington, England .
Christopher Bailey was known as Bill Bailey and he came to Western Australia in 1912.
The story goes that he had been sitting on Brighton Beach chatting to a man who asked him if he wanted to go to
Australia. Bill was 18 . It turned out the man was Stanley Herbert Firman ( who later lived in 38 Glenroyd St Mr Lawley ) and he was a manufacturer in the “rag trade”.
Bill worked as a salesman in Foy and Gibson and lived at St Ives in Irwin St Perth.
He enlisted into the Army in 1916 at the age of 23 years as a Private , serial number 7100.
Bill left Perth on A35 Berrima in December 1916 and arrived in Southampton, and transferred to France in July 1917.
He fought in the 23rd Reinforcements of the 16th Battalion Infantry.
Bill was wounded in action in the field in September 1917 and after being transferred from field hospitals , was returned to England suffering severe and traumatic synovitis to the right knee. After a period of convalescence he returned to France but had more periods of hospitalisation and was demobilised and returned to Australia on the Somali
in June 1919.

From the Western Argus Kalgoorlie Nov 1917
Bill married Laurine Julie Christensen in 1919. Laurine was born in Perth in 1896.Her father was Anton Peter Christensen (born in Denmark in 1858 , died in 1948) He was a book binder by trade . Laurine ‘s mother was Elizabeth
Ann ( Lizzie) Gray and they lived at 216 Railway Pde Leederville. Laurine had 2 brothers ,
George Anton
1897—1965 and Lionel Francis 1906-1964.
Bill and Laurine met at Foy and Gibson where they both worked .
They married in 1919 and bought a newly built house in 40 Longroyd St. They were the first owners of the house.
This house was called Colville after the road in which Bill had lived in Nth Kensington. When the house was finally
sold out of the family to Alex and Agnes Hamilton ,the brass plaque with the name Colville went with the Bailey family.
The Bailey family lived in 40 Longroyd from 1920 until around 1967 . Laurine stayed until her 80's when she moved
to St David's in Mt Lawley. She died in 1986.at the age of 90. Bill died at the age of 63 in 1957 .
Mount Lawley Matters. Volume 37 Number 4
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Laurine

Bill

Bill and Laurine had 3 children, Phyllis Joan born in 1920, Stuart Ernest born in 1925 and Jeffrey Francis born in
1925.
Phyllis lived at 40 Longroyd St until 1949 when she married Alexander Barras ( who was born in Victoria ) and they
moved into a flat in Mount St for 3 and a half years then into a rental house in 6 th Ave and in 1953 , they moved to
23 Marradong Cres and in 1966 moved into 62 A Inverness . This house had been built around 1947 for an Architect
named Sturtervant.

Inverness Crescent today

When Alex died in 1986 , they had lived Inverness Crescent 20 odd years.
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Federation Gardens
By Deryn Thorpe
As the owners of Federation homes we tend
to give a great deal of thought to creating a
home with a pleasing facade, but often neglect the impact of our front garden.
While real estate agents claim that a good
garden adds about 10% of value to a home, a
well planned garden enhances the home’s
aesthetic appeal and provides an outdoor
space for relaxing and entertaining.
Delphinium and cottage garden plants
When homes were built in Mt Lawley in the 30
years following Federation, their gardens were
created to reflect our European heritage. They featured exotic plants from around the world as the 19th century
was a time when plant hunters scoured to world to ‘discover’ new plants and introduce them to home gardeners.

A limited range of native Australian plants were used in the mostly exotic gardens which blended plants with architectural foliage with shrubs, perennials and bulbs with colourful flowers.
Every garden had a patch of lawn and roses were the most popular plant. Gardens also featured fruit trees, box
hedges, hydrangeas, hellebores, ivy, pelargoniums, palms wisteria and succulents. Smaller native trees were also
used for shade.
Vegetables were usually only grown in the back garden.
To create a harmonious garden, similar to the style used when your house was built, the layout of the garden
should be arranged with some degree of symmetry.
For example, a centre path can divide the front garden into two halves and these can be further divided by lawns
and garden beds so that the size and shape of the beds is similar on each side.
Another technique used in Federation gardens was the use of pergolas or arches to add interest, create climbing
frames for plants and draw the eye. A good
China Doll climbing rose in front of a pergola
position for these is at the entrance to the
home or use them at the side of the house to
create privacy and place a seat beneath them.
Other features like ponds, birdbaths and sundials were also well loved.
Choose a mixture of plants including bulbs,
perennials and herbs with the taller plants at
the back. Check out the shapes of plants as
rounded-style roses like the floribundas look
better at the front of the bed with the taller
hybrid tea roses at the back.
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When choosing trees make sure that they are not too big. If you want evergreen , consider the grafted eucalyptus,
bottlebrush or magnolias. It is easier to grow plants beneath deciduous trees which usually have less dense foliage
and let in the winter sun. Three of my favourites are the crepe myrtle, forest pansy and gleditsia .
The English box favoured as hedging a century ago , has been superseded with more drought tolerant varieties.
For a low hedge , consider Syzygium australe ‘Tiny Trev’, for medium hedges Japanese box and for taller hedges or
screening try Orange jessamine (Murraya paniculata) or Viburnum tinus .
My home garden has a lush look and is colourful year round but features many drought tolerant plants. I grow a
wide variety of roses, salvia and pelargoniums, groundcover lantana and succulents. Specific areas have a few thirsty
plants like gardenias, hellebores, ferns, hydrangeas and begonias – as like many gardeners I am a plant collector
My fences are festooned with edible or scented climbers and features include a small vegetable patch and a separate
herb area. Evergreen and deciduous fruit trees grow both in the ground and in pots.
While design gives a garden structure, the secret to its success is great plant selection and preparation of the soil
with both compost and clay.
Unless you know your plants well and have a good understanding of our local soils , it is best to get some advice
before building or renovating a Federation-style garden.
One of the best ways to get an idea of what may suit your house is to take a wander around the suburb to check out
landscape designs and see what’s thriving in your neighbours’ gardens.

Deryn Thorpe writes about gardening in Habitat in The West Australian Newspaper and monthly articles in magazines including Gardening Australia. She has worked as a garden TV presenter and ABC and commercial radio talkback garden host and edited garden books.
Her beautiful Mt Lawley garden has featured in film shoots and was opened with Open Gardens Australia. She visits
homes to provide garden advice: Phone 0405 473 960 or email dthorpe@amnet.net.au.
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HOW MOUNT LAWLEY CAME TO BE DEVELOPED
Written by Barrie Baker in 2004( from the Archives)
Mount Lawley is one of Perth largest suburbs, covering approximately 443 Hectares. It is an amalgam of seven
large parcels of land, called Crown Grants or lots, carved out of the bush in the early days of settlement between
1829 and 1878.

4 THAT PART OF MOUNT LAWLEY IN SWAN LOCATION Y

1)
2)
3)

An original land grant made Jan 1831 (title 27 Aug 1833) to John Gregory, Area was 367.46 Ha.
Transferred to William Tanner on 22 Jan 1840.
Transferred to William Locke Brockman and Thomas Haldane on 11 July 1846. Soon after Brockman surrendered his interest
4)
Transferred to George Fletcher Moore, solicitor, on 6 Jan 1851.
5)
Transferred to General Charles Dallas, retired military officer of Exmouth, Middlesex, and William Stuart Alexander, of Wimbledon, on 7 Jul 1856. Soon after Charles Dallas surrendered his interest and Robert Stuart
Alexander was given use of the land. The price was £100.
6)
Transferred to Charles Dallas Alexander (the late William Alexander’s son) on 3 Nov 1884
7)
Transferred to John James Slade, draughtsman of Sydney, on 18 March 1886 for £3,000.
8)
Transferred to the Sydney and Perth Land Building and Investment Company Limited of Sydney on 6 Sep
1892. The company subdivided the estate and immediately sold lots.
9)
(Remainder) Transferred to Emma Amelia Slade, widow, of Forest Lodge, Sydney on 10 Sept 1895.
10) (Remainder) Transferred to the Gold Estates of Australia Co of London later in 1895 as the “Inglewood
Estate” Note that the area north of Central Avenue was advertised as the “Maylands Estate”.
Note: The southern boundary of Location Y was actually just south west of First Avenue, along the back fence line
of the odd-numbered houses in First Avenue. Thus, the home of the estate agent for the release of the Inglewood
Estate, Edgar Hamer, was the current rectory of St Patrick’s Anglican Church..
Again, the southern part of the north west boundary was along the back fence line of the odd-numbered
houses in North Street.
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The MLS has a list of some of the men who lived in Mount Lawley and Inglewood at the time of WW1 .
We want to collate a list of the soldiers , a short history and where they lived in the area for the MLS Archives.
If you know of any could you please let us know.
Below is the list of the men on whom we have some information, but it is nowhere near complete.
(The ones in italics have been researched and written up by members and other interested people).

Charles Andrew Templeton Atkinson of 23 Farnley St Mt Lawley
Arthur Attwood of 36 Walcott St Mt Lawley

James Edwin Aylett of 98 First Ave Mt Lawley
Christopher Stuart Bailey of 40 Longroyd St Mt Lawley
Watkin Wynne Brauwell of 18 Cecil St Mt Lawley
Horace William Catchpole of 207 Walcott St Mt Lawley
Gabriel Cohen 692 Beaufort St Mt Lawley

Leon Edward Woolf Colley of 151 Joel Tce Mt Lawley
Harold Reuben Colley of 151 Joel Tce Mt Lawley
ArthurMLS
Wellesley
Colley of 151 Joel Tce Mt Lawley
COMMITTEE

Edward Carey Brenton Coward of 59 Rookwood St Mt Lawley
Douglas Joseph Creeper (father was in war ) of 114 Third Ave Mt Lawley
George Frederick Culmsee of Railway Pde Mt Lawley
Eric Dankers of 138 Walcott St Mt Lawley
Frank D Dedman of 77 Guildford Rd Mt Lawley
Arthur Dedman of 77 Guildford Rd Mt Lawley
Edward J Delaney of 30 Chapman St Mt Lawley
Charles Herbert Emberys Duncan of 1 Broome St Mt Lawley
William Robert Easton, (mother lived at 31 Park Rd Mt Lawley)

Thomas James Garth of 6 Clarence St Mt Lawley
Frank Garth of 6 Clarence St Mt Lawley
John Garth of 6 Clarence St Mt Lawley
Vivian Walter Gibbons

Oscar Berthold Hoffman of 1 Longroyd St Mt Lawley
Harry Jones of 1 Park Rd Mt Lawley
William Fredrick Joss of 33 Harold St Mt Lawley
Louis Wilton Poole of First Ave Mt Lawley
Leo McComish of 163 Joel Tce Mt Lawley

William Thomas Merifield of 19 Grosvenor Rd Mt Lawley
Albert Mercer of 38 East Pde Mt Lawley
Ceil Rice of 97 Rookwood St Mt Lawley (parents lived at 186 Walcott St)
Sydney Arnold Taylor of 36 Raglan Rd Mt Lawley
William Joseph Taylor of 28 Cecil St Mt Lawley
Tom Walsh , sister lived at 108 Harold St Mt Lawley
Bert Wooding of 79 Monmouth St Mt Lawley
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Mummies in Mt Lawley
From the Archives of the MLS.
This is one part of a series of articles
written by Mary Margaret Tomlinson
( nee McEvoy) of 44 Fifth Ave , Mt Lawley
on the 1st June 1979

44 Fifth Ave demolished
about 1985

I remember Robert Taylor’s Mummifying Shop in Mt Lawley 1902
by Molly Tomlinson
Old Mr Robert Taylor had his mummifying workshop at the corner Of Walcott St and Raglan Rd Mt Lawley at the
rear of a weather board cottage where he and his wife lived.
He was a painter by trade. He also manufactured “Taylors Cooling Paint” for painting galvanised iron roofs,
sheds, tanks etc, guaranteed to make the iron roofs much cooler. Most of the paint was sent to the North of Australia. He also made up “Taylors White Ant Exterminator” both in powder and liquid form. I believe the Western
Australian Government bought the liquid form for the treatment of railway sleepers.
Mr Taylor or Grandad Taylor as he was affectionately known to most children , was a very cheerful old man. He
would tell all the children that he met on his daily travels, to keep their shirts and petticoats well starched, that
they would be going with him to the moon any day, would have sheep Head and dumplings to eat on the way up.
When Man landed on the moon , my thought s went back to Grandad Taylor.
Mummifying was his hobby. He would mummify any small animal, bird or reptile if, they were brought to him,
after their death and before they got cold. His workshop was a large iron shed. Just inside the door was a white
Angora Billy Goat, posed ready to charge you. On a bench he had the members of the Western Australian House
of Parliament all arranged in Bullfrogs, the largest bullfrog being Sir John Forrest who was Premier of Western
Australia at that time. There was also a class room of smaller frogs, the pupils sitting on forms, the Teacher a
larger frog standing. There were long tailed goannas, Bob tailed lizards, Snakes and birds of all kinds, including a
sweet little bantam hen and rooster. The Bob tail lizards were arranged with their mouths wide open, an ink well
set in their lower jaw and a writing pen placed across their mouth.
I was given to believe that Mrs Taylor got the formula for mummifying when she worked for a French Doctor
before she married Robert Taylor. After his wife’s death, he sold the formula to old Doctor Seed, who was able to
procure a body of an old man who had sold fish in the streets of Perth, and had no relations. The Government
gave him permission to mummify the body, and he and Robert Taylor went overseas with the body in a swing. It
was on exhibition at numerous places.
When Robert Taylor returned from overseas, he went to live with his daughter May Holt of 116 Broome Street
Cottesloe, wife of Dan Holt, Stationmaster at Cottesloe for many years.
Some years later while swimming with his grandchildren he collapsed and died.
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REQUEST FOR newsletter ADVERTISING
Contact Person:
Business Name:
Business or Mobile Phone:
For each option listed below ,
Select the size of Ad (1 /4 page, ½ page or full page)
then circle the number of runs (editions you require your ad to appear)
Confirm the amount you are depositing (Payment by direct debit account details listed below)

ADVERTISEMENT SIZE

Select
Number of
Runs

Cost

¼ PAGE

1

$100.00

¼ PAGE

2

$200.00

¼ PAGE

3

$300.00

¼ PAGE

4

$300.00

½ PAGE

1

$250.00

½ PAGE

2

$500.00

½ PAGE

3

$750.00

½ PAGE

4

$750.00

FULL PAGE

1

$400.00

FULL PAGE

2

$800.00

FULL PAGE

3

$1200.00

FULL PAGE

4

$1000.00

The Mount Lawley Society reserves the right to accept or refuse requests for advertising.
Payment by direct debit to:
Account Name:
Bank:
Account Name:
BSB:
Account No:

Mount Lawley Society
Bank West
Mount Lawley Society
306 076
417790-9
Mount Lawley Matters. Volume 37 Number 4

Page 13

