English Language Children’s Books Help a Former Shalom Girl
Alba Nuñez is from a tiny town called Champas located several miles further down
the road from Sico in Colón or about 10 hours east of La Ceiba. It’s cattle country
and is like the Old West. A bit lawless and well off the beaten track. There have
been several girls from the Sico area at Shalom over the years. It seems to be a place
where the future is not very bright and young girls’ futures are likely to be dark.
Alba came from a very poor family. She came to Shalom as a teenager. She entered
high school in La Ceiba and then went on to the University. I first met her almost ten
years ago. She was always the first girl out of the dorm to greet whatever mission
team had descended on the compound at Cruzadas.
Last Fall she graduated from the University with a degree in English. I attended her
graduation and was proud to stand in as the “father” she never had. Her steadfast
AHMEN sponsor helped her along for years. She found a job at the Continental
Bilingual School in Tocoa. She would be teaching second and third grade children.
She was so excited to get exactly the job she wanted! We chat several times a week
on WhatsApp. I was coming to Honduras in April and she asked for some English
language children’s books for her students to practice reading and to see what
America kids read.
My daughter in Birmingham called all her friends and asked them to drop off the
books their own children no longer read. Soon we had a nice collection. In addition,
the members of the AHMEN La Moskitia team brought lots of books with them from
the US. We met Alba in Tocoa as we passed through town. It was good to see her
again! The girls at Shalom may move on in life, but the love and support they
receive at Shalom will always be a part of them.
At Shalom we build the future of Honduras from young women that would slip into
the obscurity of poverty. We create strong women that will make a difference.
Here are a few pictures of Alba’s students with their classroom’s new books. Every
one of these books is an ambassador from the US and a symbol of God’s love and
caring for
Honduras
.

