CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 4-(Galatians 1:1-10)
Week of October 2 nd , 2016
REMINDERS for leaders:

#CityGroupsTally

Here’s a few reminders before you get going:
• ! VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.
• Find an Apprentice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.

• Pray, Pray, Pray!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Galatians Online Devo’s: Have everyone in your group pull out their phones and show them
how to find the City Church Galatian Devo’s on our website; as a great resource for their personal
growth. (Found under the “Grow” tab on our website or www.citychurchtallahassee.com/galatians
2. Serve Together “Concessions”: Would your City Group like to serve schools in our city by doing
‘concessions’ for them? (Dates: Oct 14, 28 & Nov. 4) Contact Travis at 850-296-4803 or
sm ith.travis89@ gm ail.com

3. Pastor Appreciation Month: We would like to each City Group to write encouraging notes for
Pastor Dean and turn them in to the Connect Desk on Sunday mornings. Due Oct. 23. Thanks!

BIG IDEA(s):
The apostle Paul comes out of the gate swinging and seems frustrated with the Galatians.
Why? Don’t you think Pastor Dean would react similarly if he showed up to City Church
after a sabbatical and found us following a ‘different gospel’? So it is with Paul. This week we
will be focusing on the importance of holding to the True gospel, regardless of what our
culture or friends may say. If we loose the gospel we loose everything! And when we live
only for God’s approval, we gain everything. This is how we can fearlessly follow Jesus into
the world and keep His glorious, life-saving, good news intact.

PRAY: Pray for your group’s gathering and for the Spirit to equip us to follow Jesus into the world.
READ: Galatians 1:1-10

HEAD (15 minutes) Gal. 1:1-9
1) What strikes you most about Galatians 1:1-10? What verse did God want you to
see/hear/apply? (Why?)
2) What can we learn about the gospel from verses 3-5? (Paul crams a ton about the gospel in one
sentence. (1) Vs. 4 “rescue” implies we are helpless & lost. (2) Jesus rescued us by giving His life for our sins. (3) God
graciously caused this rescue according to His Sovereign will.) (See also 1 Cor. 15:3-8 “Christ died for our sins”)

3) Why does Paul seem so emotional and annoyed? (vs. 6 & 9 especially)

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO
4) What are some ways the gospel gets twisted in our culture today? What are examples of
false gospels? (Saved by being a good person, by ‘Christian performance’, prosperity gospel, by a manipulative
alter-call, or by Jesus + anything etc.)

5) What are some things that tempt you to wander away from the gospel?
•
•

Why is wandering from the gospel actually deserting God? (according to vs. 6)
If we know salvation is based on grace then why do we try to add works to it?

HEART: (20 minutes) Galatians 1:10
1) What is Paul trying to teach here vs. 10?
2) What does the Bible mean by being a ‘slave of Christ’? How does being a ‘slave of Christ’
actually set us free from ‘people pleasing’?
3) Why is approval from other people such an obstacle to following Jesus? (You can’t serve two
masters. People pleasing is an idol; misplaced worship. Seeking the approval of men rather than God) How big of
an issue is ‘people pleasing’ in your life?

4) What are some ways you are tempted to twist the gospel to please others? Or (How might
you present the gospel differently if you were seeking the approval of others over God’s?)

HANDS (15 Minutes):
1) What steps can you take this week to reject the idol of people pleasing and live as a ‘slave
of Christ’?
2) What difference should Galatians 1:1-10 make in your life this week? How will you think
or act differently?
Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends.

Commentary: Galatians 1:1-10
1:1. Jews simultaneously living in both Greek and Jewish cultures commonly held two names, one Jewish and one
Greek or Gentile. It is likely that the apostle used his Gentile name Paul in greeting the Galatians instead of his Jewish
name Saul because his targeted readers were primarily Gentiles. Saul is first called Paul in Acts 13:9 when he
preached the gospel to the Roman governor of Cyprus on his first missionary journey.
As an apostle, Paul claimed the authority to declare and to defend the true gospel. No human being had asked Paul to
be an apostle or assigned this task to him. His appointment and commission had come not from any individual but
from Jesus Christ and God the Father. These words provide a firm foundation for Paul’s message to the Galatians.
1:2. The churches in Galatia were local congregations at Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. Paul had
founded these churches during his first missionary journey (Acts 13:14–14:24). These believers would have been
familiar with Paul’s major theme of justification by faith (13:38-39), miraculous signs and wonders that had confirmed
his message (14:3), and persecution that Paul had suffered (v. 19). Though Paul and Barnabas had invested time in
strengthening and encouraging these believers and appointing elders in each church (vv. 21-23), the Galatian believers
were still new converts who could be easily swayed by false teaching. As Paul did, we also need to speak up for the
truth of the gospel as we help guide new believers. New converts are vulnerable because they are not yet firmly
established in the basics of Christian doctrine. As a result, they may easily succumb to false teachings.
1:3. The word translated grace is related closely to a common Greek word of greeting. The term peace is a standard
Hebrew greeting. The blessing of grace and peace is not only rooted in the Old Testament (Num. 6:24-26) but also
summarizes the Christian message. Grace refers to God’s unmerited favor freely given to us through the saving work
of Jesus Christ. Peace designates the state of wholeness and freedom that is produced by God’s grace at work in our
lives. The source of both grace and peace is God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The preposition translated
from links the phrase grace and peace to the words God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, thus pointing to the
equality and deity of both God the Father and God the Son. Such grace and peace cannot be attained through the
legalistic keeping religious rituals or rules. Instead, we experience grace and peace when we receive God’s gift of
salvation.
1:4-5. At the heart of the gospel is the reality that Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins. The preposition translated for
means “on our behalf ” or “for our benefit.” Paul clearly and unmistakably linked our sins with Christ’s death. Thus,
the cross is much more than a symbol, and Christ’s death is far more than an example. On the cross Jesus died in our
place. Why? Entering into a personal relationship with a holy God requires that the sin problem first be addressed
because our sins separate us from God. Paul reminded his readers that Calvary is the place where the sin problem
was resolved. The sin problem could never be dealt with by our own efforts, no matter how sincere or sacrificial, but
only through Christ’s death on our behalf. Jesus Christ Himself spoke of His divine mission of substitutionary death to
atone for our sins when He said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
The benefits of Christ’s sacrifice include rescuing us from the present evil age. Paul used this phrase to contrast the
present time to the future eternal age when God’s creation will be purged of all that defiles it. While the present evil
age is characterized by sin and deterioration, the future eternal age is depicted as one of blessing and peace. Jesus’
death and resurrection radically punctuated this time line. Believers live in tension between these two ages. Christ has
rescued us from this present evil age through justifying us by faith and through putting His Spirit in us. However, He
has not yet removed us from this present evil age.
1:6. When Paul described himself as astonished, he used a word that could indicate irritation as well as surprise. Paul
was shocked to learn that the Galatians were turning to another gospel which was in reality no gospel at all. To
describe what the Galatians had done in returning to legalism, Paul used the word translated deserting, a strong Greek

term with a root meaning “to transplant” or “to change.” The verb was employed to describe those who changed
political allegiance from one country to another. In other words, Paul was accusing the Galatians of being spiritual
turncoats or traitors. The form of the Greek verb indicates the Galatians were in the process of deserting the true
gospel but had not yet completely done so. Moreover, their desertion was occurring quickly. Though we do not
know exactly how much time had passed since Paul had been with the Galatians, the apostle probably wrote this
letter shortly after he returned from his first missionary journey and prior to the meeting of the Jerusalem Council
(Acts 15). Therefore, probably only months had elapsed rather than years since Paul’s visit to Galatia.
1:7. Paul never specifically identified by name those whom he referred to as some people, nor did he address them
directly. Judging by the false teachings that Paul refuted, we can surmise that they were Judaizers (JOO day ighz
uhrs)—strict Jews who professed to be Christians. These false teachers had infiltrated the Galatian churches soon after
Paul and Barnabas had left the area. Paul brought two charges against them. First, they were throwing the Galatians
into confusion. In other words, they were agitators stirring up trouble. The Greek verb translated “to throw into
confusion” conveys the idea of agitating to the point of causing perplexity and fear. The cause of this agitation involved
Paul’s second charge. The false teachers’ intent (they were trying) was to pervert the gospel of Christ. They were
taking the genuine gospel and twisting it into something completely different. Instead of accepting that salvation is
received solely by grace through faith in Christ, these people wanted to add requirements of the law such as
circumcision.
We are not sure why the Galatians were so easily swayed by the false teachers. Why did these recent converts fail to
stand up for the gospel? Since most of the Galatian believers had a Gentile background with exposure to locally
popular mystery religions, perhaps the false idea that they could achieve a more elevated spiritual status by adhering
to certain laws and rites appealed to them. Furthermore, as new Christians, they were not yet deeply established in
the Christian faith. Whatever the reason, the “different gospel” (v. 6) had just enough truth to seem acceptable to
these new Christians. The false teachers still focused on Christ in their messages, but only as a supplement to the law.
1:8-9. Paul’s concern was the integrity of the gospel, that is, the unchangeable message of who Jesus Christ is and
what He did to bring us salvation. Using the strongest language possible, Paul declared a curse on anyone, including
himself, who might proclaim a counterfeit gospel. Why Paul chose to refer to an angel from heaven is not clear. In
their attempts to enhance their legalistic demands, perhaps the Galatian agitators had cited the role of angels in
delivering the law (Gal. 4:19; see Deut. 33:2). Perhaps the kind of angelic worship Paul confronted at Colossae was
included in the false teachers’ message to the Galatians. Whatever the reason, Paul unleashed one of the harshest
statements in the New Testament, a pronouncement that is difficult to imagine in our age of tolerance.
Yet, a subtle difference characterizes the way Paul wrote the curse each time in the Greek language. In the first
expression of the curse (v. 8), Paul constructed the sentence in such a way as to suggest that the preaching of another
gospel was so unthinkable, it was highly improbable, though possible. The way Paul worded the second expression
(v. 9) indicated that the preaching of another gospel was not only possible but also was occurring in Galatia. Paul did
not hesitate to unleash such a severe expression of judgment when he believed the integrity of the gospel was at
stake. Paul knew that he had laid a solid foundation when he and Barnabas had preached the gospel to the Galatians
on the first missionary journey. Paul wanted the Galatian believers to hold firm to that foundation. Therefore when
Paul wrote to them, the apostle emphasized that any concept of salvation that adds to the gospel of grace through
Jesus Christ is a perversion.
1:10. In the face of personal attacks from the false teachers, Paul defended his motives. Was he a flatterer, trying to
win the approval of men? Evidently his accusers claimed that Paul was self-serving and insincere. Paul declared such
accusations nonsense. Rather, the apostle was a servant of Christ. He had surrendered personal ambition in favor of
pleasing Christ. In seeking to win the approval . . . of God, Paul did not mean that a relationship with God can be won
by human efforts. Instead, he referred to a desire to please Christ that grew out of his relationship with God, a
relationship granted through grace, God’s unmerited favor. The apostle rejected unworthy motivations for ministry.

