WEEK 1—HEAR YE, HEAR YE, READ ALL ABOUT IT! • MATTHEW 1:1-18
For those unfamiliar with the real story of Christmas, its possible to think its just another, "A long, long,
time ago in a galaxy far away," fable or fictional story. Matthew opens his Gospel about the birth of
Jesus in a very surprising way, one that puts that misconception to rest.

MESSAGE RESPONSE
1) What stood out for you from Sunday’s message?
2) Was there anything you did not understand? What questions were raised for you?
3) How did the Holy Spirit speak to you?

GOING DEEPER
1) One Christmas tradition that many of us have is to watch Classic Christmas movies. What’s your
family’s favorite Christmas Classic? What about the movie brings joy to you at Christmas?
2) One lesson we learned from Matthew’s opening of his Gospel with the genealogy of Jesus’ is that he
is heralding a ‘news report’ and not a fictional story that starts with, “A long, long time ago.” How
does that change or expand your view of the incarnation? How does it change you view of the rest of
the gospel accounts, your faith and Christianity as a whole?
3) An in-depth study of Jesus’ family tree reveals a diverse and unusual host of characters; men and
women from all walks of life. What does this tell you about God’s character and heart? Consider the
apostles Jesus chose to be the ones who were to be his witnesses and plant churches. What
similarities do they possess to those in Jesus’ family tree? Can you identify with anyone from Jesus’
family tree or early disciples? Who might that be?
4) Matthew records 42 generations from Abraham through David to Joseph Jesus’ adoptive father.
That’s 14 + 14 +14 which equals 6 sevens. Jesus then becomes the 7th Seven and represents the
restoration of the rest of God present with us, the Sabbath of all Sabbaths. Read Exodus 23:10-13
and Leviticus 25:1-12. How do these passages speak to the rest that Jesus, the 7th Seven (Matt.
11:28-30) is ushering in? What does Sabbath rest look like in the church today? In the future?
Key Scripture references from last weeks message
Matthew 1:1-18, Luke 2:10-11, Galatians 3:38, Matthew 11:28-30

