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Clouded Leopard Labyrinth

by Leslie Johnston

Dedicated to Dr. JoGayle Howard
Fifty percent of sale proceeds will go to the Smithsonian’s
Thailand Clouded Leopard Field Project
“Clouded Leopard Labyrinth" by Leslie Johnston is a mixed media installation constructed on a variety of
substrates. Each painting is composed of multiple layers of acrylic paint, capturing a sense of the denseness
of the rainforest. The Labyrinth section of the installation invites guests to experience walking through a
Southeast Asia rainforest to seek the elusive clouded leopard. Paintings primarily in greens with splashes of
color become the rain forest as they enclose the space with color. Abstract representations of the clouded
leopards become an additional element in this installation.

The clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosa) is one of the most charismatic of the forest-dwelling cats. Fewer
than 10,000 of these marvelous animals remain in the wild. Intense poaching and rampant habitat loss and
fragmentation throughout its natural environs are making this unique species highly vulnerable to
extinction.
Dr. JoGayle Howard dedicated her life and work to the survival of endangered
species. Although JoGayle worked with a number of endangered species, she was
most interested in the secretive and beautiful clouded leopard of Southeast Asia. As
part of her efforts to conserve the clouded leopard, she established a research
program in the range country of Thailand: the Thailand Clouded Leopard Field
Project is an ongoing field survey monitoring efforts to better understand their
distribution, habitat needs and survival threats in order to help conserve the species
in the wild. JoGayle died earlier this year after a courageous, and at times
triumphant, fight against malignant melanoma.
“They are unique and nothing’s going to replace a clouded leopard.”
Dr. JoGayle Howard (1951-2011)
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