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Dear Board Members, 

Throughout this process, we have not had an opportunity to speak directly to each other, and 

so let me begin this letter with an apology. In 2018, my license expired. I was unaware and so 

continued to refer to myself, and allow others to refer to me, as a licensed engineer, in my 

official biography and in places that biography was referenced. That was a mistake, an oversight 

on my part that I regret. I apologize for that mistake. 

My work with Strong Towns, which I have pursued full time since 2012, is purely public policy 

advocacy. I'm a writer, a thought leader, and a public speaker. Most importantly for the sake of 

our conversation, I am not a practicing engineer. I do not perform any design, sign any 

documents, oversee the technical work of others, or pursue - or even suggest that I am open to 

pursuing - work as a civil engineer. I'm not your typical licensee. 

In fact, I maintained my license for the sole reason that I did not want to lose it. As you all 

know, a professional engineering license is difficult to attain. While I don't need a license for my 

advocacy work- and it should be noted that Strong Towns removed all references to licensure 

from my biography when it became apparent this was creating conflict with you - I wanted to 

retain the option of practicing engineering again someday. I have since learned that I can retain 

my license by entering "retired" status, which I have subsequently done. I am no longer a 

current licensee. 

We have now been through a year of litigation. Throughout the entire process, the basic facts 

have never been in dispute. My license expired. Being unaware, I did not update my biography 

to reflect that fact. When alerted to my expired status by a colleague, I immediately renewed 

my license. (Note: This was many weeks before you notified me of the complaint; I renewed of 

my own accord.) When prompted on the renewal application, I indicated that I had not referred 

to myself as a "professional engineer" or a related designation during the time when my license 

was expired. These are facts we agree on. 
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