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PARTICIPANTS’ SCHEDULE

PARTICIPANTS’ SCHEDULE

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 2017

FRIDAY MARCH 24, 2017

11:00

11:00
Lunch
MB 6.101
11:30 - 12:50

12:00

13:00

12:00

13:00

Live Case
MB 5.215
13:00 - 14:00

14:00

16:00

17:00

GROUP 1

Preparation:
14:05 - 17:05
A1 - Room 5.234
B1 - Room 6.437
C1 - Room 6.433
Presentation:
17:15 - 17:55
A1 - Room 5.215
B1 - Room 2.430
C1 - Room 3.445

15:00

GROUP 2
Preparation:
14:50 - 17:50
A2 - Room 5.106
B2 - Room 5.107
C2 - Room 5.110
Presentation:
18:00 - 18:40
A2 - Room 5.215
B2 - Room 2.430
C2 - Room 3.445

18:00

19:00

20:00

Live Case
MB 5.215
13:00 - 14:00

14:00
GROUP 1

15:00

Lunch
MB 6.101
11:30 - 12:50

GROUP 3
Preparation:
15:35 - 18:35
A3 - Room 5.232
B3 - Room 6.431
C3 - Room 6.435
Presentation:
18:45 - 19:25
A3 - Room 5.215
B3 - Room 2.430
C3 - Room 3.445

16:00

17:00

Preparation:
14:05 - 17:05
A3 - Room 5.234
B3 - Room 6.437
C3 - Room 6.433
Presentation:
17:15 - 17:55
A3 - Room 5.275
B3 - Room 6.240
C3 - Room 6.260

GROUP 2
Preparation:
14:50 - 17:50
B2 - Room 5.106
C2 - Room 5.107
A2 - Room 5.110
Presentation:
18:00 - 18:40
B2 - Room 5.275
C2 - Room 6.240
A2 - Room 6.260

18:00

19:00
Cocktail Reception
MB 6.101
19:00 - 21:00

21:00

20:00

21:00

Gala Reception & Dinner
Restaurant Branzino
20:00 - 23:30

*Division breakdown can be found on page 10
2

3

GROUP 3
Preparation:
15:35 - 18:35
C1 - Room 5.232
A1 - Room 6.431
B1 - Room 6.435
Presentation:
18:45 - 19:25
C1 - Room 5.275
A1 - Room 6.240
B1 - Room 6.260

WELCOME
On behalf of the John Molson
School of Business, welcome
to Montreal and welcome to
Concordia.
I am tremendously proud that our
business school will play host, for
the sixth consecutive year, to the
only case competition in Canada
focused exclusively on small cap
investment cases. We have a
proud case competition tradition
here at JMSB and I am pleased
to see this event contribute to it.
Case competitions exemplify the
important business learning that
happens outside the classroom.
I would like to extend a special thank you to Mr. J. Sebastian van Berkom - a
great alumnus and friend of JMSB, for his foresight and generosity when he
established this unique competition. I wish all of the participants the best of luck.

Stéphane Brutus, Interim Dean
John Molson School of Business
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J. SEBASTIAN
VAN BERKOM

VAN BERKOM AND ASSOCIATES INC.

B.COMM.

“Now in its sixth year, the Van Berkom
JMSB Small-Cap Case Competition is
going to be our biggest yet. We look
forward to welcoming 9 incredibly strong
schools, 6 from Canada and 3 from the U.S.A, to this year’s competition. In 2017,
the qualification round was extremely competitive and I’m looking forward to
seeing the teams solve the live case. Best of luck to all the teams!”
- Sebastian van Berkom

Sebastian founded Van Berkom and Associates Inc. (“VBA”) in 1991 and
is President and Chief Executive Officer. He is also President and Chief
Executive Officer of Van Berkom Golden Dragon Limited in Hong Kong that
was incorporated on February 22, 2012.
In his roles, Mr. van Berkom ensures that the investment philosophy, process
and disciplines are properly implemented, resourced and incented.
His investment career commenced in 1971 at the Bell Canada Pension Fund.
In 1979, he became a Partner of LRM Investment Management, and in 1984
co-founded Montrusco Bolton Investments Inc.

Van Berkom and Associates Inc. (“VBA”), a specialized investment
management firm, concentrates 100% of its activities on Canadian, U.S. and
Asian small-capitalization (“small-cap”) equities. VBA manages small-cap
stock portfolios for large North American pension funds, corporations,
foundations, and endowment funds.

COMPANY HISTORY
VBA has been in the business of managing small-cap portfolios since July
31, 1991. The company is registered with the Québec, Ontario, Alberta,
British Columbia and Manitoba Securities Commissions as an Investment
Counselor and Portfolio Manager and with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (United States) as an Investment Advisor.
VBA is an accredited International Financial Centre (IFC). Effective June
1,1999, VBA established the U.S. Small-Cap Equity Management Division.
Effective February 22, 2012, Van Berkom Golden Dragon Limited (“VBGD”)
was incorporated in Hong Kong to provide an Asian small-cap equity
product to professional investors.
The disciplined investment approach, utilized by J. Sebastian van Berkom
is being applied by all members of the investment team. While Canadian,
U.S. and Asian investment teams work separately, the firm benefits from the
cross-fertilization of ideas that results from focused in-house research of
these markets.

He has won the Small-Cap Manager of the Year in 1997 and was a Finalist at
the Annual Entrepreneur of the Year Awards in 1998. In 2003, he endowed the
Van Berkom Chair in Small-Cap Equities at the JMSB at Concordia University
in Montreal. In 2005, he became a Founding Director of the Institute for
Governance of Private and Public Organizations in Canada (“IGOPP”). In
2011, he funded the Van Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case Competition at
Concordia University.
On February 19, 2013, Mr. van Berkom was appointed to the investment
committee of the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation.
On November 28, 2014, Mr. van Berkom founded the Van Berkom Small-Cap
Investment Management Program at the John Molson School of Business at
Concordia.
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DAY

1

PANEL 1
Head: Sebastian van Berkom, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Van Berkom and Associates
Amr Ezzat, Equity Research Analyst, Special Situations, Echelon Partners
Jean David Meloche, Vice President US and Global Equities, Montrusco Bolton
Investments
Frederick Perrault, Senior Partner, Novacap
PANEL 2
Head: Owen Gibbons, Partner & Portfolio Manager, U.S. Small-Cap Equities,
Van Berkom and Associates
Constantine Kostarakis, President & Portfolio Manager, Summus Investment
Management Inc.
Justin Nightingale, Senior Portfolio Manager, Global Equities, Caisse de dépot
et placement du Québec
PANEL 3
Head: Charles Timmons, Partner & Senior Analyst, Canadian Small-Cap
Equities, Van Berkom and Associates
Derrick Gut, CPA, CA, CFA - Portfolio Manager, Duncan Ross Associates
Nicolas Renaud, Principal, BDG & Partners
Philippe Côté, Vice President & Portfolio Manager, Gestion des placements
Eterna

DAY

2

JUDGES’ SCHEDULE

JUDGES

FRIDAY MARCH 24, 2017
14:00
15:00
16:00
17:00
18:00

20:00
21:00

Cocktail Reception
MB 6.101
19:30 - 21:00

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 2017
14:00

PANEL 2
Head: Owen Gibbons, Partner & Portfolio Manager, U.S. Small-Cap Equities,
Van Berkom and Associates
Amr Ezzat, Equity Research Analyst, Special Situations, Echelon Partners
Thomas Horvath, Senior Analyst, Global Equities, Fiera Capital

17:00

8 8

Presentations: 17:15 - 19:25
Judges Deliberation:19:25 - 19:35
MB 5.215, 2.430, 3.445

19:00

PANEL 1
Head: Sebastian van Berkom, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Van Berkom and Associates
Sandy Poiré, Investment Officer, CN Investment
Nicolas Renaud, Principal, BDG & Partners
Stephen Hui, Partner & Portfolio Manager, Pembroke Management

PANEL 3
Head: Charles Timmons, Partner & Senior Analyst, Canadian Small-Cap
Equities, Van Berkom and Associates
Sain Godil, Partner/Equity Analyst, Global Alpha Capital Management
Jean David Meloche, Vice President US and Global Equities, Montrusco Bolton
Investments

Judges Briefing
MB 11.101
14:30 - 17:00

15:00
16:00

18:00

Judges Briefing
MB 11.101
14:30 - 17:00

Presentations, 17:15 - 19:25
Judges Deliberation,19:25 - 19:35
MB 5.275, MB 6.240 & MB 6.260

19:00
20:00
21:00
22:00

Gala Reception & Dinner
Restaurant Branzino
20:00 - 23:30
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DIVISION BREAKDOWN
DIVISION

A
DIVISION

B

BEEDIE SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS
SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

TEAM 1

Beedie School of Business

TEAM 2

DeGroote School of Business
McMaster University

Since

TEAM 3

USC Marshall School of Business

School

Simon Fraser University

University of Southern California

INFO
the

Executive

creation
MBA

of

in

of

1968,

Business

first

has also completed internships in

Beedie

Equity Research at Raymond James

Canada’s

has

the

championed

in investment management, and is

research and teaching that makes an

working towards obtaining the CFA

impact.

charter.

TEAM 2

Queen’s University

of innovation, flexibility and relevance.

TEAM 3

Sprott School of Business

with public, private and not-for-profit

Ph.D.

Undergraduate, graduate and
programs

Supported

by

demonstrate
extensive

a

spirit

partnerships

organizations, our goal is to produce
broadly educated, enterprising and socially

DIVISION

C

TEAM 1
TEAM 2

FSA ULaval

TEAM 3

responsible managers capable of making
lasting contributions to their communities.

MEMBERS
MATT CINDRIC has relevant experience in

Haas School of Business
University of California Berkeley

the

finance

industry,

having

interned

at a +$100mm hedge fund.

As the

current precious metals & mining analyst
for his school’s endowment fund, he

=
TOTAL SCORE
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams will be announced at the Gala Dinner on
Saturday March 25, 2017.
10

ELEN NUGROHO is a fourth year BBA and
BSc Candidate at SFU. She is currently
pursuing the CFA and FSA (Fellow of
the Society of Actuaries) designation
to enhance her skills in finance and
actuarial science. Upon graduation
in October 2017, Elen is looking to
pursue a career in investment/risk
management.

Université Laval

DAY 1 SCORE + DAY 2 SCORE

at

the need to be innovative as we deliver

Smith School of Business

Tuck School of Business
Dartmouth College

Management

bcIMC. He plans to pursue a career

Desautels Faculty of Management

Carleton University

Investment

lifelong learning, productive change and

TEAM 1

McGill University

and

oversees a portfolio of gold and silver
majors, intermediates, juniors, explorers,
developers, and royalties. He is currently
a student at the Beedie School of Business.
CYRUS DUMITRESCU is currently a finance
student at SFU’s Beedie School of Business.
He is an Equity Analyst for their $6.3m
student run endowment fund, BEAM, and

11

MANDEEP
the

UPPAL

helps

undergraduate

endowment

fund

at

manage
student-run

the

Beedie

School of Business. He is currently
employed part-time as an Equity
Research Associate for RBC Capital
Markets. Post-graduation, he intends
to attain his CFA charter. Outside of
his academic pursuits, Mandeep is an
avid powerlifter.

DEGROOTE SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

DESAUTELS FACULTY
OF MANAGEMENT

MCMASTER UNIVERSITY

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

INFO

INFO
Founded in 1887, McMaster University

operations and discovering investment

Founded in 1906, the Desautels Faculty

joining the MMF program. Jesse has

is one of only four Canadian universities

opportunities in growing industries

of

University

since developed a passion for finance,

around the globe.

is ranked as one of the world’s top

and his goal is to invest in game-

international

changing biotechnology.

consistently ranked in the Top 100 in
the world. A medical-doctoral, research-

SHANHUA LUO is a first year master of

intensive university, McMaster is dedicated

finance student at Degroote School of

to teaching, learning and service. In the

Business. Prior to this, she completed

1960s, we pioneered the problem-based

internships

approach to learning that came to be known
to

centres

and

more

than

institutes,

70

Group

and

currently a team member of the school

research

McMaster

CITIC

Construction Bank of China. She is

around the world as “the McMaster model”.
Home

at

investment council and CFA level 2

is

candidate.

comprised of six faculties: The DeGroote

Management

at

McGill

business

schools

by

BusinessWeek, Canadian Business, Forbes
and The Economist. The McGill Masters of
Management in Finance (MMF) degree is a
pre-experience twelve-month specialized
program in finance. The MMF program
prepares students for a career in finance
through a comprehensive curriculum that
integrates advanced financial concepts

MOHAMAD HIJAZI was born in the U.S.,
and raised in Saudi Arabia. After
High School, Moe completed an
Applied Science degree in Chemical
Engineering from Queen’s University.
He then worked in the Oil and Gas
Industry as a Field Engineer in the
Arab Emirates. Moe’s interests include

School of Business, and the Faculties

SYED MUSTEHSAN is currently pursuing my

and quantitative methods with real-world

of

Sciences,

Master in Finance degree and is very

business practices. The MBA program aims

Humanities, Science, and Social Sciences.

passionate about finance, business

to develop worldly leaders with integrity

SOPHIE MAHDAVI grew up in Montreal,

With a total full-time student population

and how these are connected. Syed

who can manage across disciplines in order

where she obtained her Bachelor’s

of close to 28,000, McMaster welcomes

is also an avid learner who likes to get

to lead anywhere in the world.

in Dietetics, minor in Management,

students from 98 countries as well as

involved with others and make new

Engineering,

Health

Canada. The percentage of undergraduates

discoveries.

registering with an admission average of 90

ANQI WANG is currently enrolled in the

per cent and above has risen from 13.5 per

Master of Finance programme at

cent in 2000 to 35.4 per cent in 2015.

McMaster. Her great passion is to

MEMBERS

understand economy and business,
and

ZEPING LIU has a Bachelor of Commerce

fascinating

trying to step out of her comfort zone.

degree at DeGroote School of Business,

from

MEMBERS

followed

subsequently worked in the food

supply chain finance in consumer packaged

industry, and hopes to combine her

industry. He is pursuing MBA (Finance) at

passion for finance with her previous

McGill University. Chinmay is a Chartered

experience towards a career in capital

Accountant and have passed all 3 levels of

markets.

CFA charter. Chinmay is passionate about
stock investing in Emerging Markets.
JESSE EHRLICK was born and raised in

and an M.Eng. in Bioengineering- before
12

University,

CHINMAY DESAI has 4 years of experience in

at McGill- a B.Sc. in Anatomy & Cell Biology

business

McGill

by a Master’s in Food Science. She

Montreal, where he completed two degrees

McMaster University. Zeping is passionate
innovative

the

is always eager to learn and always

currently pursuing a Master of Finance

learning

discover

dynamics underlying the market. She

in Finance from Jinan University, and is

about

to

outdoor sports and travelling.

13

FSA ULAVAL

HAAS SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

UNIVERSITÉ LAVAL

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKELEY

INFO
Since its founding, Laval University has
been training, equipping, and guiding
the decision makers who grapple with
the major issues of society. Through the
advancement and sharing of knowledge,
its culture of excellence, and its global
outlook,

our

academic

community

contributes to the development and
international

profile

of

our

province.

INFO
to obtain his CPA title in September
2018. His implications in two finance
student associations combined with
an internship in corporate finance
and

other

high-profile

finance

competitions made his passion for this
domain become a professional career
objective.

Founded in 1868 as the flagship campus

undergrad degree for Cal Poly San

of the University of California, UC Berkeley

Luis Obispo and shortly after passed

is a public institution with a long history

his professional engineering license.

of academic excellence, groundbreaking

He has worked on everything from

research, and social and political activism.

design to project finance.

An internationally renowned research and
teaching university, Berkeley encourages
interdisciplinary, well-rounded education in

Located in the city of Quebec FSA ULaval

FRÉDÉRIC ROUSSEAU is involved in many

its undergraduate students, believing that

provides students world-class programs,

projects and many competitions and

“a diverse and broadly inquisitive learning

over a hundred professors and seasoned

his passion for finance is contagious.

experience

researchers, bringing excellence, ethics

Through Laval investment banking

creativity and curiosity.” Close to 30 percent

and sustainable development together

club and external courses, he learns

of freshmen are the first in their families to

to move the business world forward. FSA

more and grows as an individual

attend college. Its 1,232-acre campus is

ULaval ranks among the most dynamic and

everyday. He am currently in his 3rd

located in Berkeley, about 15 miles from

innovative faculties and business schools

year bachelor program with a finance

San Francisco.

in Canada.

major and CFA level 1 candidate.
FREDERICK VÉZINA-GIGUÈRE is currently in

MEMBERS

her 3rd year bachelor program with

XAVIER BOYER is currently in his 3rd year in

a finance major and a CFA Level I

the B.B.A. program - Finance major, and a

candidate. Her performance in many

CFA Level I candidate. He is also a GMAT

case competitions are the result of

candidate and Laval University Investment

hard work and perseverance. She has

Banking Club’s Academic VP. Being a

also been awarded with the succession

leader, he enjoys the thrill of pressure and

prizes attributed by the AFFQ for her

working with people who share similar

involvement in the school.

interests in finance.
LOUIS-CHARLES

DUCHARME,

a

3rd

year

student in the Accounting major, plans
14

strengthens

and

promotes

MEMBERS
VLAD ROZHKOVSKIY is a results-oriented
Supply Chain professional with experience
in Tech and CPG. He plans to leverage his
pre-MBA Finance education to pivot into
Investment Banking post graduation. After
gaining

sufficient

industry

experience,

he will pursue corporate development
and eventually open a Private Equity firm
specializing in supply chain investments.
EDDIE SLADEK

is a mechanical engineer

working in the renewable energy and
energy efficiency space. He received his
15

DAVID ZHAO

studied

Operations

Management

undergraduate

Economics

program,

&

in

his

and

has

since worked in consulting for Strategy
& Analytics, focusing in the Healthcare
and Biotech space. His past experience
managing teams on acquisitions and
divestiture projects kindled his interest
in finance, which he is currently
pursuing at UC Berkeley.

SMITH SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

SPROTT SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

CARLETON UNIVERSITY

INFO

He currently works for the Ontario

Smith School of Business is one of the

Financing Authority as an Economic

world’s

Specialist.

premier

renowned

for

business

schools

exceptional

—

programs,

ZHIHAO SHEN is a CFA, FRM level

outstanding faculty and research, and

two candidate with a great deal of

the quality of its graduates. Canadian
executives

regard

Smith

as

independent

Canada’s

academic

excellence

and

requiring

initiative, self-motivation and wide

most innovative business school, offering
students

research,

range

a

of

skills.

In

addition,

He

possesses Financial Modelling skills to

superior overall experience. Smith School of

analyze data by using comprehensive

Business — where Canada’s first Commerce

excel skills. He currently studies at

program was launched in 1919 — is located

Queen’s university with Master of

at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.

Finance program.

The School also delivers programs at

INFO

fall of 2016 and is currently an analyst

Carleton University’s Sprott School of

in the financial sector. Adam has

Business is an internationally accredited, full

previously competed in several case

service business school located in Ottawa,

competitions.

Ontario – Canada’s capital. We explore
complex

management

issues

through

our innovative programs, interdisciplinary
research, and collaborative partnerships.
Our teaching, research and partnerships
are aligned along three core strengths:
International

Focus,

Innovation,

and

Responsible Management. Sprott is a
global business school and we provide

ISABELA MURILLO is a 4th year Finance
and International Business student.
She hopes to earn her CFA designation
and

work

in

investment

banking

before continuing to a career in M&A
advisory. She has competed in several
case competitions and is also an
equity analyst on the Sprott Student
Investment Fund.

locations across Canada, as well in the U.S.,

LAYLA ZHANG, who has been interested

our students with unique experiences that

the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

in economics and finance from a young

expose them to a variety of languages,

MAX YAM is a 4th year Finance student,

region and China.

age,

cultures and business practices.

minoring in Statistics. Max is actively

Queen’s University. She exchanged to
Singapore and Hong Kong when and

and FRM designation. With three years of

worked in Kingdom of Cambodia after

experience in the government, education,

graduation in China

banking and consulting industries, he is

involved in the finance community

MEMBERS

at Sprott as President of the Finance

BRENT BARNES is a 4th year Finance and
Accounting student, the Portfolio Manager
of the Sprott Student Investment Fund
and is currently working at Brookfield
Renewable. Brent plans to pursue the CFA

planning to launch a fintech start-up. He

designation and have a career where he

likes Muay Thai and documentaries. His

can continue to learn. In his spare time,

favorite cities are New York, Zurich, Tokyo,

Brent enjoys watching football, skiing and

Berlin, Moscow and Hong Kong.

reading.

ADAM PROKOP is a CPA, CMA with over three

ADAM LOPEZ is a 4th year undergraduate

years of experience in various industries
estate,

undergraduate

pursuing master of finance degree in

JOSEPH (JUNHUI) JIANG is pursuing the CFA

real

her

commerce degree in China and now

MEMBERS

including

achieved

student, concentrating in Finance and

manufacturing,

minoring in Computer Science. He joined

education, and consumer packaged goods.

the Sprott Student Investment Fund in the
16

17

Students’

Association

and

as

a

Manager on The Fund - a $900,000
portfolio of North American equities.
Max also enjoys working as a Research
Assistant, photography and cooking.

TUCK SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

USC MARSHALL
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

INFO

INFO

The Tuck School of Business was founded

Megan holds a BA in Finance from

in 1900 as the world’s first graduate school

the University of Notre Dame and is

of management, serving as the prototype

a CFA.

for one of today’s most important

ANDY LADYGIN is a second-year at Tuck.

educational formats: the graduate

Prior to Tuck, he worked in equity

business school conferring the MBA

investment management in Russia.

degree. Our uniquely collaborative culture

Before that, he was in Transaction

facilitates the creation of wisdom—and

Services at KPMG. Over the summer,

thus of distinctly successful leaders. We

Andy did equity research at Rainin

aspire to create, teach, and apply path-

Group in New York. He holds a BA

breaking ideas that, through management

in Finance from Moscow Financial

and leadership, better the world of

University.

business. Because of how essential

California,

as Lehman Brothers and Nomura.

USC Marshall provides powerful global

Entrepreneur at heart, he also owned

experiences across a range of disciplines

a restaurant in India for two years. His

and

on

engineering and business background

innovation,

gives him sophisticated grasp on

Situated

in

Los

interests.

Angeles,

With

entrepreneurship

an

emphasis

and

social

analytical and critical thinking and

responsibility, the USC Marshall School of

brings creative approach to problem-

Business aims to address the challenges of

solving.

collaborative

research

and

a rapidly changing business environment.
The Marshall School provides ready access
to industries defining the new business
frontier:

biotechnology,

sciences,

talented people are to Tuck’s success, we

MILOS MILOSEVIC is a first-year student

media,

continually strive to attract, retain, and

at Tuck. Prior to Tuck, he worked in

and healthcare. As a prime gateway to Asia

nurture outstanding students, faculty,

investment banking focusing on Real

and Latin America, our location gives us a

and staff. Dartmouth College, a member

Estate Investment Trusts (REITs). He

unique worldview and has resulted in an

of the Ivy League, has been one of the

represented Tuck at the Cornell Stock

alumni community that spans 44 countries.

world’s great educational institutions since

Pitch Competition in December of

MEMBERS

its establishment in 1769. The college

2016. He holds a BBA in Finance from

provides Tuck with a strong foundation on

The George Washington University.

which to achieve its goal of offering the

AMY SHIN is a first-year at Tuck. Prior

world’s best education preparation for a

to Tuck, she worked as a derivatives

career of business leadership.

analyst at Wellington Management

MEMBERS

Company, and trader/analyst at Weiss
Asset Management. Amy will join

MEGAN FARRELL is a second-year at Tuck.

J.P. Morgan Investment Banking this

Prior to Tuck, she worked as a senior

summer. She holds a B.S. in Economics

finance associate at Bain Capital Credit.

from M.I.T.

Megan will work as an investment banking
associate at Aeris Partners after Tuck.

entertainment,

life

communications

manager in the largest municipal
commercial bank in Shanghai. Previous
roles included conducting financial
services including loan arrangements,
wealth management and financial
advisory services to over 500 corporate
clients. Now pursuing an MBA to
broaden skills, vision, and mindsets in
finance, strategy, and management.

TAPSI DUBEY is a first-year MBA candidate at

ABHIGNA MANDAVILLI is from Hyderabad,

USC feeding her long-sustained interest

India. He graduated with a degree

in finance. She has gained enriching

in Mechanical Engineering from IIT

experience

in

Madras in 2012. Abhigna is currently

engineering, research and development

pursuing his MBA at USC Marshall,

and data analysis within financial services,

concentrating on finance and strategy.

technology and retail industries. A quick

An avid movie buff, he likes to watch

learner, she comes with a proven ability to

and play soccer, tennis, and cricket in

deliver innovative results.

his spare time.

excelling

in

projects

DEBJEET GUPTA has over 8 years of industry
experience with investment banks such

18

HAOSHENG LI (BOB) was a senior account

19

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

A WORD FROM
THE DIRECTOR
REENA ATANASIADIS
The Van Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case Competition allows students to take
portfolio theory and valuation concepts they learn in the classroom and apply
it to small-cap investing. The competition simulates an analyst call with its live
case format, providing an experience unlike any other finance case competition.
The teams will ask questions to a panel of experts and then deliberate for 3
hours to come up with a recommendation on a chosen company.
The teams aim to answer the question: Does the company represent a highquality, well managed, but mispriced small-cap company that can be part of a
well-diversified small cap portfolio for the long-term?
At the 2017 Van Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case Competition, we are pleased to
welcome nine teams from Canada and the U.S.A. that have both academic and
professional backgrounds in investing. Each year the quality of the applicants
improves and I know that this will be our fiercest competition yet. I welcome all
the teams and I wish them a great experience!
Reena Atanasiadis, Senior Lecturer
Director, The Kenneth Woods Portfolio Management Program
Director, The Van Berkom JMSB Small Cap Case Competition
John Molson School of Business, Concordia University
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Joe, with
4imprint
3 years

Jeff,
with
4imprint
5 years

Anna,
with
4imprint
1 year

THANK YOU
It is a great honour to be a part of the 6th annual Van Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case

Stacey,
with
4imprint
6 years

Competition!
The competition was founded by Mr. Sebastian van Berkom, a respected small-cap
investment industry leader and dedicated alumnus of the John Molson School of Business
(JMSB). We sincerely appreciate the time he has committed to make this year’s competition
successful, and for inspiring us with his vision.
The on-going support of Van Berkom and Associates and JMSB in providing opportunities
such as this case competition is tremendously important and contributes to the creation
of a balanced academic experience. Giving students the chance to apply their skills and
knowledge to real world business challenges is an invaluable compliment to their in-class
learning.
Our team would like to thank Reena Atanasiadis, VBCC’s Director and our key advisor, for
her guidance and support. She provided us with constant encouragement and was always
available to assist when we needed her. We would also like to thank Dr. Sandra Betton,
the MBA Program Director at JMSB, and interim Dean Stéphane Brutus, for their ongoing

You can count on us!

support of our team and the competition.
It is our hope that the 2017 VBCC will bring lasting memories to all those involved. We
hope your experiences with the competition are as rewarding as they have been for us!
Sincerely,
Christine Hantouche, Danielle Ker, Jessica Minhas, Carlos Vargas
Organizers of the VBCC 2017

Visit 4imprint.ca
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