Monday, May 1
Prayer Gathering
Staff Meeting
Wellness Committee
UMM
Girl Scouts
Tuesday, May 2
10:30 a.m. MOPS
Wednesday, May 3
10:00 a.m. Caregiver Support
5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, May 4
8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels
4 to 7 p.m. Wellness Clinic
Saturday, May 5
8:00 a.m. Walk for the Waiting
Sunday, May 7
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:40 a.m. Sunday School
11:30 a.m. Trustees Meeting
10:30 a.m. Sunday Funday
1:00 p.m. Finance Meeting
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting
Monday, May 8
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
2:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
6:30 p.m. Antioch Bad Girls
Tuesday, May 9
7:00 p.m. Nite Owls Circle
Wednesday, May 10
5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, May 11
8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels
Friday, May 12
2017 UMM Golf Tournament
Sunday, May 14
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:40 a.m. Sunday School
4:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
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Monday, May 15
1:30 p.m. Wellness Committee
6:30 p.m. UMM
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
Tuesday, May 16
10:30 a.m. MOPS
Wednesday, May 17
5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, May 18
8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels
Sunday, May 21
9:30 a.m. Senior Sunday Youth Lead Worship
10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:40 a.m. Sunday School
1:00 p.m. Finance Meeting
4:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting
ELC PROGRAM
Monday, May 22
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Education Committee
Tuesday, May 23
9:00 a.m. 1/2 Day Staff Planning Meeting
Wednesday, May 24
5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, May 25
8:30 a.m. Quilting Angels
Sunday, May 28
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal
10:40 a.m. Sunday School
11:30 a.m. Ministry Meetings
Monday, May 29
MEMORIAL DAY
ELC & Church Office Closed
Wednesday, May 31
5:45 p.m. Wild Bells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
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Pastor
Rev. Brittany Richardson Watson
Brittany.watson@arumc.org
Brittany’s Cell Phone: 501.529.2044
Administrative Assistant
Pamela Butler
shumc@sbcglobal.net
ELC Director
Wendy Spencer
shumcelcdirector@outlook.com

Music Director
Judy Fraleyshumcmusicprogram@sbcglobal.net
Organist
Barbara Walker
Pianist
Holly Eaton-Bradfield
Nursery
Beverly Neeley
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Food Pantry Items: May
We will be collecting
Canned Meat
Our goal for 2017 is 3,500 lbs.

THE CRUSADER
SYLVAN HILLS
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“A community of Christians committed to strengthening families
of all shapes and sizes.”

May 2017

A Note from Pastor Brittany
I have never been very good at change. This seems like a bad character trait for a
United Methodist pastor, but I like routine and the expected. However, we have
had a lot of changes at our church not just over the past years, but over the past
weeks. For instance, during Holy Week we were blessed to welcome a new Administrative Assistant, as Sherry Johnson stepped down to ready her family for a
move to Hot Springs Village. Pamela Butler has been a wonderful addition to our
team and I am sure that you have already seen some of the improvements that she
has brought to Sylvan Hills UMC. A sad change, as we said “good bye” to Sherry,
has been made easier through the excitement that Pam brings to our office.
If this change was not enough, during Holy Week I also received a letter from Holly Bradfield, our
long-time pianist, to let me know that due to family commitments and her travel schedule she is going
to step down from her role as pianist. As you all know, Holly has been a crucial part of our music
ministry for years and will be deeply missed. Thankfully she has agreed to stay on as our the director
of our Wild Bells Choir. We are currently looking for someone to fill her unfillable shoes. Another
change, and yet another opportunity for new beginnings.
Things change, whether we like it or not, and yet much of the process of change can give us a chance
to grow. These staff changes have made me think of all the changes I have seen at Sylvan Hills UMC
over these last three years. We have seen not only a change in Spirit, but the welcoming of new ministries and new people. Some of these changes made us uncomfortable, some of them brought us deep
joy, but one things stayed the same, God’s presence. In the midst of the most dramatic change, one
thing remains the same, that is God’s loving Spirit continuing to move and shape us.
I do not like change, but I look forward to the ways God continues to push us to change. As we continue to seek new ways to reach new people in the name of Jesus Christ, I know that we will find ourselves in unfamiliar and challenging places and yet God will be there. As you know, we have had a
team of leaders working on a continued vision for Sylvan Hills UMC and I look forward to the coming months when some of your ideas and dreams will begin to come to fruition through their hard
work. New ministries, new staff members, new spaces, all of these things are changes, some sad,
some happy, and yet one thing stays the same, God is doing something amazing at Sylvan Hills United Methodist Church.

9921 Hwy 107, Sherwood, AR 72120

Phone: 501.835.3410

E-mail: shumc@sbcglobal.net

Website: sylvanhillsumc.com

On Saturday, May 6, SHUMC will be joining with
Lakewood UMC to walk for the kids who are currently in the fostering system in Arkansas. If you
would like to sign up to walk with the team, find a
form in the narthex, or sign up online. If you would
like to support our team, you can find donation
forms in the narthex as well. We hope everyone will
offer support (either in person or through a gift) to
those kids in our state who need it most! If you have
any questions please contact Malarie Thomas or
Rev. Brittany.

Sunday May 7
We will leave directly
after service and enjoy a
stroll over the big Dam
Bridge and a picnic
provided by the church when we arrive on the
other side.

Did you know there are over 5,000 kids in Arkansas' foster care system today? There are about 1,200 of these kids waiting for a foster
family, including 500 that are waiting to find an adoptive family. Because of the shortage of families, nearly 220 kids will "age
out" of the system this year and enter into adulthood without having
found a forever family. That's why for the 5th year in a row The
CALL, Immerse Arkansas and Project Zero are joining forces to
support waiting children and the families that care for them. Show
your support for these kids and families by registering and becoming
a sponsored walker or runner today. Not everyone is called to foster
or adopt, but we can all walk, run or donate!

We will continue our mission focus which is providing
the basics for Sylvan Hills Elementary School. We are
currently collecting new and like new books for children
ages 4—5th grade. We will welcome your contribution
through May 14th.

Greetings- Thank you all so much for welcoming me so warmly into your church. My name is
Pamela and though some of you may have already stopped by to say hello, I wanted to introduce myself.
First of all, I came here from UAMS and the State of Arkansas where I have worked for 7
years as a Office Manager/Administrative Assistant. I have taken multiple courses, and participated in professional development classes that I hope will allow me contribute to the goals
and mission of the church while working toward smoother processes and higher levels of efficiency. However, as much as I appreciate all of my experience, I have longed to work in a
warmer place with like minded Christians in a more supportive, accepting and loving environment. I have a
heart for God and I have always felt drawn to helping others and doing His work. I feel I was lead here and I
have found all the things I wanted.
I am an energetic, upbeat, positive, problem solving, mom of a 17 yr. old son and a house full of children I
have grown to love and consider my own. I also have 3 dogs, 4 lizards, and a snake. We enjoy camping, boating and pretty much anything outdoors. I am currently working toward being ready to enter the foster care program as all the children are getting older and my 8 will soon dwindle down. I am also a wedding and event
planner and I volunteer for more organizations than I can write in one letter.
Again, Thank you all for the warm welcome and please find a time to come say hello, and let me get to know
you!
Pamela Butler
Pamela Butler
Administrative Assistant
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Offices closed on Fridays.

E.L.C. HOURS
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
7:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

UMCOR – Sager Brown

On May 21st. we will have our

Our church will be taking another
trip to Sager Brown in Baldwin,
Louisiana November 5-10.
This is an opportunity to assist
with emergency supplies that are deployed all across the
world. This is a great mission opportunity for the new
and seasoned missionary alike! We hope you will consider being a part of it. If you have any questions, please
contact Rev. Brittany or Kelly Cannon at (501) 3501053 or Kellyc3164@aol.com.

Sylvan Hills
United Methodist
Church

Lead
Celebrating Our Graduating Seniors

Girl’s Night Out
Women's Wellness & Prevention

Thursday,
May 4, 2017
4-7 p.m.

Wellness Screening ~ Relaxation Services ~ Door Prizes ~ Shopping ~ Refreshments

