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Press release – October 12th, 2012

Experimental pavilion to bridge culture and science at EPFL
A public‐private partnership brings science and art together “Under One Roof”
The Japanese architectural firm Kengo Kuma & Associates, together with Holzer Kobler Architekturen
from Zurich, won the architectural design competition launched in 2012 to develop Cosandey Square
at EPFL. Their project, “Under One Roof,” will unite an experimental Art & Sciences space and a
demonstration pavilion under a single, long stone roof at the Montreux Jazz Lab. The Swiss federal
government will finance half of the 30‐million‐franc project, with the remainder coming from private
partners including the Gandur Foundation for Art.
“We are very pleased to participate in the creation of this interaction laboratory,” said Jean Claude
Gandur, who established the Gandur Foundation in 2010. “Art museums of the future should be able
to invest more in interfaces, experience, and education than in the quantity of their exhibits.”
To connect science and culture at EPFL, the university’s campus will boast a novel "backbone" that
stretches the length of Cosandey Square. This roof was designed by Kengo Kuma & Associates
conjunction with Holzer Kobler Architekturen. Kengo Kuma won the open competition launched by
EPFL in early 2012 that included entries from 12 leading international architects specializing in
pavilion design. He has designed numerous museum projects in Japan and China, including a
museum for the Fonds regional d’art contemporain (Frac) in Marseille, France. The idea was to
design a set of three pavilions on Cosandey Square. One building will be a space for the presentation
of EPFL’s work. Another is to be dedicated to the development of futuristic scenography for art
museums, and the third will house the Montreux Jazz Lab, a new kind of multimedia space.
“Our proposal was to bring these three pavilions together under one roof – hence the name of our
project, ‘Under One Roof,’” explained Kengo Kuma. The simplicity of this structure together with its
openness amidst EPFL’s central square, secured unanimous support from the members of the jury.
The winning design places great emphasis on the use of wood and is also inspired by traditional
architecture, as evidenced by the flat stones that will cover the roof.
Built with a purpose
Each pavilion will have a distinct identity based on its function.
• The Montreux Jazz Lab, with an area of 1,400 square meters, is located in the southern part of
Cosandey Square and will accommodate a Montreux Jazz Café and a theater/concert hall with a
stage. These spaces can be separated or combined depending on the area needed. Innovative
experimental devices developed by the EPFL MetaMedia Center together with the EPFL+ECAL Lab
will also allow visitors to relive 50 years of concerts recorded at the renowned Montreux Jazz
Festival.
• The Art & Sciences Pavilion, with its 1,100‐square‐meter area, is a new experimental laboratory
conceived for the design of futuristic scenography. Intelligent lights, augmented reality, and eye‐

tracking devices will offer visitors unprecedented museum experiences. This pavilion will host two
annual scenography exhibitions to educationally showcase the artistic assets of the Gandur
Foundation for Art, as well as those of other Swiss and international collections. It will also house
“artists‐in‐residence.”
• The demonstration pavilion, with an area of 550 square meters, will provide space for the
presentation of technologies and inventions developed by EPFL since its founding in 1969. Also, this
pavilion will include a meeting room to receive the Swiss and international delegations that visit the
school throughout the year.
Roots in the Montreux Jazz Festival
The same collaborative spirit prevailed in the creation of the Montreux Jazz Lab and the Montreux
Jazz Café. “Under One Roof” will combine essential aspects of the Montreux Jazz Festival’s DNA. First,
the amazing set of archives of the festival was digitized, thanks to a partnership between EPFL and
Montreux Sounds with support from Audemars Piguet and the Ernst Göner Foundation. Second, the
Monteux Jazz Café – a concept created in 2008 to extend worldwide the experience of the Montreux
Jazz Festival – combines music, design, and food in an intimate space. “The magic of this new Café
lies in its creation of an atmosphere and an experimental environment that make us live through the
concerts’ great moments of music and images, as well as to be able to export such experiences to
other cafés around the world,” says Claude Nobs, founder of the Montreux Jazz Festival.
The construction of the pavilion will be carried out by the general contractor Marti S.A. and will begin
in the spring of 2013, and its doors are scheduled to open in the autumn of 2014.

More information
EPFL : Jérôme Grosse EPFL speaker, +41 79 434 73 26, jerome.grosse@epfl.ch
Montreux Jazz Festival : Corinne de Puckler, press officer , +41 79 407 75 45, c.depuckler@mjf.ch
Fondation Gandur pour l’Art : Karen Saddler, press officer, +41 79 526 86 88, k.saddler@fg‐art.org ;
www.fg‐art.org
Architectes : Javier Villar (Kuma), +81 8050923991, javier@kkaa.co.jp, www.kkaa.co.jp ; Deborah
Rozenblum (Holzer Kobler), +41 76 397 00 78

State of Vaud : Pascal Broulis, State Councilor , +41 79 435 01 78
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Création d’une passerelle entre les sciences et l’art
L’EPFL a dévoilé les lauréats du concours d’architecture pour l’aménagement de la
Place Cosandey : les bureaux Kengo Kuma & associés (Tokyo) et Holzer Kobler
Architekturen (Zurich). Leur projet rassemblera le Montreux Jazz Lab, un espace
consacré aux technologies muséales expérimentales, ainsi qu’un pavillon de
démonstrations. Le Conseil d’Etat vaudois salue cette initiative de l’EPFL et se réjouit
de la création de ce nouveau centre de compétence consacré au domaine culturel.
Destiné à créer une nouvelle passerelle entre les sciences et la culture, le concours
d’architecture portait sur l’installation de trois pavillons : un accueillant un espace de
démonstration des travaux de l’EPFL, un deuxième dédié au développement de technologies
muséales, un troisième pour héberger le Montreux Jazz Lab. Les bureaux Kengo Kuma &
associés (Tokyo) et Holzer Kobler Architekturen (Zurich) ont remporté le concours. Le projet
lauréat sera réalisé d’ici la fin de l’année 2014.
Le Conseil d’Etat vaudois tient à saluer la création de ce nouveau centre de compétence. Il
se réjouit tout particulièrement de la dimension culturelle du laboratoire de recherche muséal
dont les chercheurs participeront au développement de la conception des musées futurs.
Son existence permettra de développer des synergies multiples et inédites avec le projet
Plate-forme pôle muséal.
Dans cette perspective, des discussions ont été entamées pour définir les collaborations
entre le futur laboratoire et le pôle muséal. Elles permettront d’étudier les synergies
possibles et d’imaginer des passerelles avec le Musée cantonal des Beaux-Arts. A terme,
ces liens pourront s’étendre pour renforcer l’offre de l’ensemble des musées vaudois.
Aux yeux du Conseil d’Etat, ce projet de l’EPFL participera directement au rayonnement du
Canton de Vaud en renforçant sa place comme carrefour de la recherche, des sciences et
de la culture.
Bureau d'information et de communication de l’Etat de Vaud
Lausanne, le 12 octobre 2012

Renseignements :
Pascal Broulis, Conseiller d’Etat, 021 316 20 01
Anne-Catherine Lyon, Conseillère d’Etat, 021 316 30 65

________________________________________________________
Bureau d'information et de communication de l’Etat de Vaud
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Under One Roof – the laureate in a few pictures

About Kengo Kuma & Associates (kkaa.co.jp)
Kuma was born in 1954 in Kanagawa, Japan, and completed completing a major in architecture at the
University of Tokyo in 1979. He then moved to New York for further studies at Columbia University as
a visiting researcher from 1985 to 1986. In 1987, he founded the “Spatial Design Studio”. In 1990,
“Kengo Kuma & Associates”, his own studio was established.
Kuma's stated goal is to “recover the tradition of Japanese buildings” and to reinterpret it for the
21st century.
“You could say that my aim is ‘to recover the place’, says Kuma. The place is a result of nature and
time; this is the most important aspect. I think my architecture is some kind of frame of nature. With
it, we can experience nature more deeply and more intimately. Transparency is a characteristic of
Japanese architecture; I try to use light and natural materials to get a new kind of transparency.”
Under One Roof will be his first project in Switzerland.

Yushuara Wooden Bridge Museum

Xinjin Zhi Museum (2011)

Asakua Culture Tourist Information Center (2012)
© Takeshi Yamagishi

About Holzer Kobler Architekturen (www.holzerkobler.ch)
Holzer Kobler Architekturen was formed in Zurich in 2004 by Barbara Holzer and Tristan Kobler. The
studio operates internationally, covering a broad spectrum of activities from urban planning to
architecture, from scenography to exhibition curatorship. A multidisciplinary team comprising
architects, designers, graphic artists and curators shapes its special approach to projects. Close
collaboration with clients in both public and private sectors is integral to Holzer Kobler Architekturen
projects, as is a tightly knit network encompassing business, academia, research, arts and culture. A
second studio in Berlin was founded in april 2012.

Sasso da Pigna permanent exhibition, St‐Gothard, Switzerland, 2012.
© Holzer Kobler Architekturen, photo Jan Bitter

Archaeology center and panoramic tower
« Arche Nebra », Nebra, Germany, 2007. ©
Holzer Kobler Architekturen

5‐star hotel, Zhong Fang, Jiande, China (1st Prize
of the competition), 2014.
© Holzer Kobler Architekturen

About Fondation Gandur pour l’Art (www.fg‐art.org)
The Fondation Gandur pour l’Art was founded by Swiss art collector and entrepreneur Jean Claude
Gandur in 2010 with the aim of encouraging education through art. It is a non‐profit organization
that works to conserve and enrich the collections that M. Gandur has been developing for over 40
years. Its mission includes making the collections available to museums, the academic world and the
public, notably in collaboration with Geneva’s Art and History Museum (Les Musées d’art et
d’histoire de la Ville de Genève), Switzerland, and through loan exhibitions to high caliber institutions
worldwide. The Foundation’s collections cover three distinct areas: an archaeology collection with
over 1,000 works of art from Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome and the Near East; a collection with more
than 500 European post‐war paintings, second only to that of the Modern Arts Museum and the
Pompidou Center in Paris; a decorative arts collection with over 300 pieces, ranging from medieval
sculptures to French furniture of the 18th century. Reflecting its founder’s conviction that culture
should be accessible to everyone, the Foundation encourages access to culture through visits to
museums, private collections and foundations. The Foundation strictly adheres to the code of ethics
established by the International Council of Museums (ICOM)

Tête de bélier, XXVe‐XXVIe
dynastie. Bois, bronze et pierres
blanches et noires, 15,4 x 19,5 x
17,2 cm. ©Sandra Pointet

Jean Fautrier, Sarah, 1943. Huile
sur papier marouflé sur toile, 116
x 80,7 cm. © Sandra Pointet

Vierge à l’enfant, attribué à
Matthias Bernard Braun, 1716 (?).
Ivoire, 30,5 x 9,2 x 7 cm. © FGA

About the Montreux Jazz Festival and the Montreux Jazz Digital Project
Founded in 1967 by Claude Nobs, the Montreux Jazz Festival has become over the years an essential
event for music lovers, both from Switzerland and abroad. Its stages have been graced by all of
music’s greats, from Miles Davis to Ray Charles and from David Bowie to Prince. While jazz
constitutes the Festival’s historic core, other styles of music were quickly integrated into the
Festival. Having made its reputation with its ambitious programming choices, the Montreux Jazz
Festival offers musicians an ideal platform and an intimate setting during the two weeks of its
duration.
In 2007, Montreux Sounds and EPFL’s unique partnership decided that the fate of the archives should
be their complete digitizing in order to save their precious legacy. This affiliation has allowed EPFL to
obtain a copy of these records to be used for research and training ends. Christened "Montreux Jazz
Digital Project", this project has been managed by the new MetaMedia center since 2011 and it
opens new possibilities for audio and video applications. The Montreux Jazz Lab included in the
Under One Roof building will be a window for this project.

© Lionel Flusin, 2007

The other finalists for the architecture competition
Bellevue
Barkow
Leibinger
Architekten,
Berlin

Somethin’Else
2b architectes,
Lausanne

Eileen
FRPO,
Madrid

Trois îles
Jackob+McFarlane,
Paris

131402
Harry Gugger
Studio,
Bâle

160667
Made in Sàrl,
Genève

Les Jardins du Jazz
Carlorattiassociatti
Srl,
Lugano

(Not) Using
Artificial Light
Berger & Berger,
Paris

Agora
168 Saint‐Denis,
New‐York/
Lausanne

Topographie des
sens
Convergeo /
Waldvogel &
Huang,
Lausanne

Sound Garden
HHF Architects +
AWP Architectes,
Bâle

More info about these propositions can be found under
http://bit.ly/EPFL_UnderOneRoof, sous « DossiersArchitectes »

