Sri Lanka 2016
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. It’s taken two delayed flights, long waiting
lines and really bad traffic, but I’m here, albeit about two days
later than expected. One of the Orphanage Administrators is
away, so that will have to wait until Wednesday when he returns; the other has a partial list of needs, some of which I will
have to edit/audit. With the orphanage in Kandy; I’m waiting
for Government permission to visit, so I’m a bit limited in what
I can do.

treat from a local sweet shop. We dropped off the items at the
Orphanage in the late afternoon, and the girls came out to
greet us. Some gingerly shake my hand while others boldly
walk up and say “Hello!” It’s very emotional, especially when a
cute little 5 years old walks up and asks me to bring her treats
(I did).

For the Girls orphanage in Shakthi, I bought kitchen utensils,
pots and pans, a DVD/CD player and a few odds and ends.
Paid RS 50,000 (about $500 CDN) towards the kitchen renovations—the Administrator said it should be about RS 150,000
(about $1,500 CDN) to finish.
I spent the following day with three of the matrons from the
girls orphanage, all of who were raised at the home, We
bought food, clothing and school supplies. Most of the girls in
the higher grades and at a university level required text books
which were once supplied by the Government, but not anymore. On the positive side, the Government is now supplying
school uniforms. Bought the girls fresh fruit (Grapes) and a

Shakthi Girls home

Hari Boy’s home
A few days later, the workmen are laying down a new floor and
tiling the counter, in the kitchen - the work seems to be progressing fast. I ask the girls what they would like for dinner,
they all chime in with “Fried rice, kottu rotti (Chopped, stir
fried rotti) and chicken. We have our dinner the following
evening, and I can't help but notice how quiet the are while
eating. We end the evening with the girls in their new clothes
and a photo. The administrator asked me for a TV cable, so the
kids can watch some tv, their current one does not work. It’s
more than the cable, it’s the TV, and the fact they have a broken antenna, and no service...
The boys are quieter. The administrator is very organized, and
does a lot for the boys. He even has a teacher come in after
school to help with homework. He takes me up the second

floor (called the first floor in Sri Lanka) that needs renovation.
They plan to extend an existing room, making it larger and more
useful. It’s currently unfinished and the cost has gone up to Rs
1,350,000 from it’s original Rs 950,000—but its got to be done.
The food supplies, gets delivered as we go shopping for chairs,
clothes, school supplies and a TV. There’s more school books to
buy for the boys and soap and hygiene products for the girls. I
spend the next two weeks shuttling back and forth between the
two orphanages and the town, picking up and dropping off supplies, and waiting for permission to visit the orphanage in Kandy,
but it never comes.
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By mid November I leave for Luang Prabang, Laos, where I meet
Siphan, an associate of Steve Rutledge (Rotary). He arranges
accommodations for me and takes me to two orphanages (Bam
Bon and the Liner Family Dormitory), where we hand out school
supplies and food. The large one, called Liner Family Dormitory,
is only able to feed the kids twice a day so the cans of fish and
packages of noodles for each child is welcomed with smiles. He
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Shakthi Girls home - supplies
then takes me on a long and tenuous journey to the mountains
to a remote village where Steve is building a water supply system
for the villagers.

Shakthi Girls home - supplies

It takes me almost two days to get back to Toronto, and I find
myself emotionally worn.

Update - May 2017. Construction on the new extension began in
February/March and expected to be completed by May/June.
Thank you for generous donations. You have supplied food ,
clothing , school supplies, finished building a kitchen (Shakthi)
and built a badly needed extension (Hari).
For more information please contact me at:
416-930-9857 or errolp@rogers.com
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