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We believe that... 
if we provide youth with ongoing 
support, inspiration and STEM learning 
opportunities, they can overcome barriers 
and be well prepared to succeed and 
contribute to a constantly evolving 
society. 

Our programs advance the educational 
achievements and career aspirations of 
marginalized youth, and give them the 
tools to be productive members of the 
community and succeed in life.

This report is an overview of some of the 
activities and achievements of our 2013-
2014 fiscal year. During this time, we 
strengthened our network, expanded 
our programs, welcomed new and more 
participants, and continued to make 
STEM learning fun and accessible.
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I am thrilled to be at the helm of this dynamic and evolving 
organization. Through our outreach efforts and community-
based engagement model, we are truly creating a network for 
learning. It is a network that supports youth who are interested 
in STEM learning with volunteers, mentors and community 
partners who all have the same objective: making STEM 
learning accessible and fun.

Visions of Science continues to deliver quality programs that 
youth want. Many of our participants tell me that they didn’t 
get science until they joined one of our clubs. Now they see 
that learning is fun, that they do “get it,” and push themselves 
to learn more and discover how things work. This is what our 
programs do best: we empower youth to learn on their own 
terms.

Our science clubs are successful and the word is spreading. 
Friends are telling friends, and our clubs are growing. The future 
is bright and I am excited to lead Visions of Science towards a 
future of expansion and growth.

Visions of Science Network for Learning continues to lead 
the way forward with accessible programming that engages 
youth in STEM learning. We are at the forefront of a learning 
approach that is critical to the future success of young people. 

The number of participants and volunteers in our programs 
continues to increase each year, which signals success and 
growth. This year, we expanded our reach with three new 
community science clubs, and there are plans to establish 
additional clubs in Fall 2015.

Through Visions of Science, youth have access to quality 
programs at no-cost, thanks to generous support from our 
funders and community partners. 

The board is excited and optimistic about the work that we are 
doing, and the impact we continue to have. 

A message from the Executive Director

A message from the Chair of the Board

Eugenia Duodu,
Executive Director

Dr. Hooley McLaughlin 
Board of Directors
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clubs across the GTA and 
Niagara region

youth participate in VoSNL 
science clubs

years old - age range of 
participants

of VoSNL participants said their 
interest in science had grown

Our science clubs by the numbers

13

255

7-14

95%

Who we are...

What we do...

Visions of Science Network for Learning Inc. (VoSNL) 
is a registered not-for-profit organization that aims 
to advance the educational achievements and 
career aspirations of low-income and marginalized 
youth through meaningful engagement in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields and research. 

Our mission is to intentionally support young people 
from low-income communities who have been 
traditionally underrepresented in STEM. Through this 
support they can remain engaged, inspired and 
prepared to develop as leaders in their communities 
and future scholars in STEM disciplines.

• Create hands-on learning environments where 
students can engage in scientific thinking and 
experimentation with the freedom to learn from 
their mistakes

• Reduce financial and other barriers to make STEM 
learning accessible and fun 

• Encourage youth to solve real world problems so 
they better understand how they can contribute 
to society

• Provide a forum for leadership and team building 
within a STEM learning environment

• Help parents, caregivers and program supporters 
understand STEM learning

• Bring STEM learning to life by connecting youth to 
professionals and exposing them to a variety of 
career options

Our programs and initiatives 
create an accessible and 
supportive STEM learning 
network. This support 
ensures that our participants 
are engaged, skilled and 
knowledgeable in STEM 
fields as they progress from 
childhood, to adolescence, 
and into adulthood.

Our mission is to bring 
engaging programs and 
resources to youth in 
marginalized communities 
that help remove financial and 
other barriers to STEM learning. 



Visions of Science volunteers prepare for their Saturday science club workshops

An overview of our prorgams and initiatives

How we do it...

Our programs offer a unique and comprehensive network for learning to marginalized 
youth. Youth gain equitable access to STEM programming, education and mentorship 
opportunities in their own communities, and achieve measurable success through a 
hands-on, engaged learning model. Our mentors and volunteers expose participants 
to a range of STEM experiences, including field trips to major institutions of learning. 

community 
science clubs

workshops and 
enrichment 
programs

curriculum 
development and 
promotion of STEM

real world 
connections and 

mentorship

volunteer 
engagement

summer learning 
camps

Our science clubs offer opportunities for youth (grades 3 to 8) to participate in weekly hands-on 
STEM experiments and workshops, and to receive ongoing mentorship from volunteers. 
With our 2013 NSERC PromoScience funding, we delivered programming to 13 science clubs 
(nine across Toronto, two in Peel region and two in Niagara region).

Our in-school programs aid in the development of innovative, inquiry-based 
STEM curricula for elementary and secondary schools. Our application-
based cumulative unit experiments are developed by our curriculum team in 
consultation with teachers, and are in-line with provinicial standards.

Our staff and volunteers design hands-on, discovery-based 
curricula that engages youth and fosters independent and 
interdependent learning.

We offer youth (grades 7 to 12) opportunities to 
develop life skills, receive post-secondary and 
career mentorship, and be paired with community 
leaders who study or work in STEM fields.

We actively recruit, engage and 
train volunteers in STEM teaching and 
community engagement, so they 
benefit from a meaningful experience. 

We engage youth in our 
target communities with 
summer field trips and 
more intensive workshops.
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Joseph, Age 11
Participant, Erin Court Science Club, Peel Region

Joseph really enjoys coming to his community science club. “Visons of Science is 
FUN,” he says. “We do different activites. We learn about things like potential energy.”

For the third year in a row, Joseph spends his Saturday mornings at the club learning 
about the world around him.  He didn’t care much for science before joing the club, 
but he sure does now. He says science helps him understand how things work. 

Some of his friends are also participants, and he has no problem telling his other 
friends about the experiments and things he learns at Visions of Science.

I like coming here 
because we’re doing fun 
activities and learning at 
the same time.

Impact Story

“
”



VoSNL | Annual Report 2013-14     5

Chivaun
Lead Facilitator, Greenbrae Circuit Science Club, Toronto

Chivaun decided to volunteer with 
Visions of Science on the advice of her 
mentor who had volunteered with our 
organization years earlier. “She was in the 
same place that I was in and said it was 
a great place to volunteer if you love kids 
and you love science.”

Chivaun didn’t always love science 
though. She grew up in a community 
where teachers told her and her 
classmates that they would never 
amount to anything. Since science was 
not promoted in her school, it’s a bit of 
a surprise that after moving to Markham 
years later, she actually fell in love with 
science. Though it took her some time 
to catch up, she realized she was good 
at it and went on to pursue an honours 
Bachelor of Science in biology degree at 
the University of Toronto. 

“I know that if you can teach children 
to love science from an early age, it’s 
a lot better and easier to get them into 
the field. It’s such an empty field and 
very few tackle it because they think it’s 
hard,” she says.

It’s rewarding for me. The 
kids come with so much 
interest in learning science. 
This program helps me give 
back what I’ve learned in 
science. It’s very enriching.

Impact Story

“
”
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It’s always a fun time at the Ontario Science Centre! For the third year, youth from 
VoSNL science clubs went on a field trip to the ultimate fun meets science destination 
in Toronto. This year, youth participated in Challenge Zone, an activity that had them 
racing against time to save an endangered species. 

Congratulations to members of our Swansea Mews science club for the fantastic 
presentation of In the Hot Zone.

Thanks to the Ontario Science Centre for being a generous host, and for their ongoing 
support of VoSNL activities.

Special Event: Ontario Science Centre
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“
”

Danika, Age 10
Participant, Greenbrae Circuit Science Club, Toronto

Danika has been coming to her local 
VoSNL science club for two years. Like 
many of the participants from our other 
science clubs, Danika used to find science 
boring. Now, she says, “science is fun and 
helps me learn lots of stuff.”

Our programming has helped Danika’s 
performance in school too. One day, 
her teacher announced they would be 
learning something the following week, 
which was by chance an experiment 
conducted in her science club that 
Saturday. The following week, she was 
ahead of the rest of the class. “And 
when we have a test, it helps me get 
better marks,” says Danika, who wants 
to be a teacher herself one day. Visions 
of Science has helped Danika better 
understand how science is a part of her 
everyday life. 

Impact Story

Now when I see lightning I 
think SCIENCE instead of just 
saying, ‘Oh gosh, there’s 
lightning.’
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James
Volunteer, Erin Court Science Club, Peel Region

“
”

James has volunteered at Visions of Science for six years. “It’s important for me to 
contribute to the community using the things I’ve learned,” he says. He graduated 
with Bachelor of Science degrees in biology and nursing from Ryerson University, and 
feels that since most of what he learned in life came to him freely, he should give back 
freely.

“Visions of Science has been a good experience for me,” says James. “It has pushed 
me in certain directions, and I never realized that I liked working with children so much. 
I seem to be good at connecting with kids, so this might push me in the direction of 
teaching now.” 

I can see right there and 
then the result – the eureka 
moment and smiles when 
they begin to understand.

Impact Story
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On March 22, 2014, participants from VoSNL science clubs welcomed distinguished 
guests from Attraction Chimique (Chemical Attraction), a group of traveling chemists 
from the University of Laval in Quebec, who facilitate exploration activities and 
interactive workshops. 

The participants gathered at Ryerson University for a fun-filled day learning about the 
chemistry of food and taking in the Materials: United we Stand presentation. 

Many thanks to our amazing guests from Attraction Chimique. The youth thoroughly 
enjoyed their experience with you. 

Special Event: Attraction Chimique
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Year-end Event: Ryerson University

It’s a wrap! Participants, volunteers and guests had a great time celebrating another 
year of learning at our wrap-up event held at Ryerson University’s Sear’s Atrium. 
It was an opportunity for youth to network, view experiments, and take in stellar 
presentations from other clubs. 

Program highlight: 
This year, we expanded our flagship community science club program, which is free 
of charge and held within the target community to serve youth who are typically 
underrepresented in STEM fields. This program provides access for youth to participate 
in hands-on STEM experiments and workshops, and receive ongoing mentorship from 
volunteers.

Our year-end events have become a learning showcase and an opportunity for our 
participants to truly shine. A special thanks to Ryerson University for sponsoring this 
event, and once again providing an inspiring venue for these budding academics.  



Looking Ahead: Visions of the future...

We recognize that we are now at a critical point of development in our organization, 
and we look forward to developing exciting new partnerships that will allow us to 
build even further on our existing programming. 

We continue to introduce new initiatives that will have a positive impact on the future 
of STEM in our communities. Specifically, we have launched an in-school enrichment 
and mentorship program at Nelson Mandela Park Pubic School in Regent Park. 
The success of this pilot program will pave the way for continued expansion of our 
learning network. A special thank you to the teachers and principals of the school for 
their help in making the program a success so far.  

Visions of Science looks to a future where there are even more community science 
clubs across the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA), stronger alignment with 
our school enrichment program, and a full slate of summer learning initiatives. As we 
build capacity as an organization, our goal is to continue making a positive impact. 

We are able to provide youth with access to quality programming at no-cost, thanks 
to support from our generous funders and community partners. We look forward to 
strengthening these partnerships as we move forward.
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Our funders and community partners
Visions of Science Network for Learning is grateful to our community partners and 
funders for their ongoing support of all our programs and initiatives. Thank you – 
together we are creating new learning opportunities and helping youth overcome 
barriers.

Thanks also to:

Special thanks to:

• Nelson Mandela Park Public School
• SciHigh at Mount Sinai
• Creepy Crawlers
• East Scarborough Boys and Girls Club

A special thank you to United Way St. Catharines and District for their support of our new 
Niagara science clubs.
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Thank you for another great year!
A big thank you to our Board of Directors, advisors, staff and volunteers. Your 
committment has made STEM learning accessible for hundreds of youth this year. Our 
thanks and appreciation to you all.

Board of Directors:

Advisors:

Staff: Volunteers:

– Jason Kandankery, Principal
  Nelson Mandela Park Public School

Keddone Dias 
Annelies Groen 
Dr. Winston Klass
Dr. Hooley McLaughlin
Adnan Syed

Francis Jeffers
Matt Johnston

Eugenia Duodu

Trisha Hosein

Carolyn Nazereth

Yusuf Yusuf

Anna Cumaraswamy 
Sara da Silva
Stacey-Lynn Paiva

Winnie Li

Ivana Skobo
Sabour Baray

Jessica Machado

Volunteers are a key 
part of our network 
for learning and the 
foundation of our 
success. 

Thank you to the more 
than 70 volunteers who 
donated their time to 
help us deliver quality 
programs this year.

Executive Director 

Programs Manager 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Outreach Coordinator 

Curriculum Development  
and Special Initiatives 

Administration

Science Club Program 
Coordinators 

Mentorship Program 
Coordinator

Due to the success of the enhanced STEM 
engagement experiences by teachers 
and students at NMPPS, we have been 
approached by neighbouring model 
schools within our T.D.S.B. cluster to 
facilitate the process of initiating further 
partnerships with VoSNL.



I liked it when the youth became curious and asked 
questions. As the sessions went on, they behaved 
more and more like scientists. 

– Cassandra Degasperis, Volunteer

Contact us:

vosnl.org
416-266-6464
info@vosnl.org
@visionsofsci

“
”


