We make Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning fun and accessible!

We believe that...
if we provide youth with ongoing support, inspiration and STEM learning
opportunities, they can overcome barriers and be well prepared to
succeed and contribute to a constantly evolving society.
The issue:
Youth who are persistently underrepresented in STEM disciplines often face
barriers as a result of marginalization. Research has shown that a strong
STEM based skills set is connected to future economic stability and positive
development. Therefore, it is imperative to support initiatives that provide
youth with equitable access to STEM learning environments.
How can STEM learning help ALL youth realize their full potential?
Visions of Science Network for Learning (VoSNL) seeks to address this issue
by offering a STEM programming network to youth from marginalized and
low-income communities.

“Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to
change the world.”
— Nelson Mandela

How does Visions of Science help?
Our mission is to bring engaging programs and resources to youth in
marginalized communities that help remove financial and other barriers to
STEM learning. Visions of Science brings STEM learning to communities across
Southern Ontario, and impacts over 1,000 youth each year through various
initiatives.
We offer youth
(grades 7 to 12)
STEM-based opportunities
to develop life skills, receive
post-secondary and career
mentorship, and be paired
with community leaders
who study or work in
STEM fields.
We engage youth in our
target communities with
summer field trips and
more intensive workshops.

Real World Connections
and Mentorship

Our staff and volunteers
design hands-on,
discovery-based curricula
that engages youth and
fosters independent and
interdependent learning.

Summer Learning Camps

Curriculum Development
and Promotion of STEM

In-School Enrichment and
Workshops

Volunteer Engagement

Our in-school programs aid
in the development of
innovative, inquiry-based
STEM curricula and
facilitation support for
elementary and
secondary schools.

Community Science Clubs

Our science clubs offer
opportunities for youth
(grades 3 to 8) to
participate in weekly
hands-on STEM experiments
and workshops, and to
receive ongoing mentorship
from volunteers within their
own community.

We actively recruit,
engage and train
volunteers in STEM
teaching and community
engagement, so they
benefit from a
meaningful experience.

“I really like the
science club
because I can do
experiments handson and instead of just
hearing about cool
things in science I
can do them.”
– Danika, third year participant
Greenbrae Science Club

Our Impact
We have significantly
expanded our reach to
more communities across
the Greater Toronto
Hamilton Area (GTHA)
and continue to grow.
By working at a
community level and with
schools, we enhance
the “STEM learning
ecosystem” and continue
to provide diverse
opportunities for youth to
be inspired through STEM.
Our Science Club Impact
By the Numbers

Visions of Science is making a difference. Our community-based, volunteer-driven
engagement model ensures that STEM learning is retained and sustainable. By
supporting Visions of Science, you can make a positive impact on the lives of
youth. Our programs are offered free of charge to provide ongoing, barrier-free
support to the youth who we serve.
Here’s how you can help:

15

science clubs across
the GTA, Peel and
Niagara regions engage
youth from low-income
communities

500

your $25 contribution
supports the cost of
experiment materials for
one youth annually

an investment of $300
supports one youth who
participates in a community
science club for one year

$6,000 supports a
community science club
for an entire year

Your support, no matter how small, will make a positive impact.
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“It’s rewarding

There is a clear need to expand programming to
even more low-income communities. In the next
five years, our goal is to have quadrupled our
number of community science club locations,
and have more programs in low-income
communities across Toronto and Peel region.
We also hope to increase our organizational
capacity and secure a new operating
headquarters space. This will require a significant
amount of support, but as a donor, you can
make a difference.
We also welcome corporate donations. Companies
can contribute to our programs generally, or
support local science clubs through sponsorship.
Please contact us so we can customize a corporate
sponsorship plan for your organization.

for me. The kids
come with so
much interest in
learning science.
This program helps
Our Targets: me give back
what I’ve learned
in science. It’s very
2018 - 2021
enriching.”
$1,000,000
– Chivaun, Lead Facilitator
Greenbrae Science Club
2017 - 2018
$500,000
Mailing address:

2016 - 2017
$250,000

How you can make a difference
A charitable tax receipt will be issued on all
online donations and on any cash and cheque
donations over $20.
Donate online: Go to our donation page at
canadahelps.org and search “Visions of Science.”
Visit our website: Make a contribution on our
website visionsofscience.ca, and click the
“Donate” button.
Donate by cheque: Mail a cheque with a copy
of the donation form available on the donation
page of our website.
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