Daily
Walk

Week 2: January 7–13

DAILY WALK—HOW TO USE GUIDE
The Daily Walk is built around the message series at Walla Walla University Church in conjunction with
several other Churches. Each week, we provide a daily Bible study that you can do by yourself, with your
friends and family, or in your life group. The studies are available both online and printed as a hard copy that
you can collect at church the week before the message is preached.

FORMAT
1.

Refresh: 2 Corinthians informs us that the Holy Spirit leads us to truth, so we pray for His guidance before
we begin to read or reflect.

2. Read: Each day, you will read the passage of the week in a diﬀerent translation or paraphrase. These are
provided through online links. The references are provided in the hard copy, but you will need to invest in
three versions of the Bible in order to find them this way. As you read, take note of 1–3 insights or
questions. These can be used in addition to or instead of the recalibrate questions provided.
3. Reflect: Context is critical, and we will provide some—along with possible applications that will help you
as you try to determine the message God has for you through the passages you’ve read.
4. Recalibrate: These suggested questions seem worth processing, but do not feel pressured to answer or
address all of them. Some are practical and focused on family and children. You may also come up with
questions of your own that are more relevant to your life and situation.
5. Respond: Close each study with prayer and a challenge for how you will apply what you’ve learned to
your circle (those closest to you) and community (those you interact with at work, school, etc.).
6. Research: If you have time, we provide a few suggestions for further study. We also include a reading list
for the sermon series.

FOUNDATION
Developing a sermon series requires endless hours of careful prayer, study, research, and conversation. Even
so, a sermon has limits in terms of how much it can address. Some of you are keen to extend the sermon
topic much further, going into greater depth than can typically be accomplished in 30–40 minutes. Begin by
reading the Bible broadly. Look for connections between the story you are studying and other Bible stories.
Use the cross references in the margins of your Bible to explore the possible applications of each text. Read
the relevant sections of 2–3 Bible commentaries. Listen to a variety of sermons addressing the subject area
to discover the interpretations and insights diﬀerent speakers have brought to the text. If you find a great
book on the subject, look at the author’s list of references for more books and articles you could explore.

FAITH
Your faith will grow and you will become stronger disciples of Jesus through engaging in daily Bible study.
The more time you spend in the Word (Bible), the more it will point you to the Truth (Jesus).

SERIES INTRODUCTION
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From the very beginning of time, from before human beings existed or time was even a construct, the three
members of the Godhead (Father, Son, and Spirit) dreamed of a story that would continue throughout
eternity. This story is what Paul would later refer to as the “eternal purpose” (Ephesians 3:11). Frank Viola
suggests, in the opening chapter of his book The Untold Story of the New Testament Church, that we were
created to continue this story. He writes:
“. . . God wills to produce a community on earth that will reflect the community that is found among
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.” (p. 27)
Yet every single day, when we look around the world in which we live, we are confronted by horror. This
horror is not only taking place in distant war-torn countries, but often appears on our doorsteps. Is this what
the Kingdom of God looks like? Is this how the story is supposed to progress? What is the meaning of Jesus’
sacrifice on the cross if it makes no tangible diﬀerence in this suﬀering world? These are normal questions to
ask—but our questions can’t stop here. If we shift the focus of our questions just a little, very diﬀerent
answers begin to emerge. Could it be, for instance, that we are not yet able to see the incredible shift that
took place when Jesus ascended to heaven? Is it possible that we have not individually connected to the
Spirit of God that makes us able to detect the surprising and shocking transformations taking place all
around us? Could it be that we have not heeded all that God has called us to become as precious people
created in His image?
While we will not cover the whole book of Acts in this sermon series, you will likely find it diﬃcult to resist
reading all the chapters. Over the next three months—in this sermon series and the one that follows it—you
will be greatly challenged to find your own role in continuing the shared story of humanity here on earth.
Something amazing happened in the first few years of the early Church that continues to send shock waves
through the earth. This story is part of your life today. It is not just about what happens here on earth, but
also about what happens in the Universe as a whole. This story is about the power of the Cross. This story is
about the presence of the Spirit in our lives.
The primary question we will investigate over the next three months is “How is Jesus continuing His work
of redemption through the Church?” We look forward to exploring this question together in our local
communities through two sermon series: “The Mvmnt,” is a six-week series exploring what is missing in
our faith journey, and “Advancing” is a seven-week series on how to move forward.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12–2:21 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: As you read the passage for the first time this week, can you imagine what it must have been like
for the disciples to regroup in that upper room? It was probably the same upper room in which they had
previously received the news that Jesus was alive. Probably the same place in which Jesus had recently
appeared to them and where Thomas felt His scars. This was the room to which they returned after Jesus
promised them the power of the Holy Spirit before ascending into Heaven. He promised to give them power
that would transform their lives.
We have to thank Luke not only for penning the Gospel of Luke (as volume 1), but also for penning Acts (as
volume 2). The seamless nature of the narrative of these two books was critical both to Luke and to the local
leadership of the early Church. It was important to them that the story of Jesus would be continued. It is
clear that the foundation for our mission as a church today has links to this story also. Perhaps this is why
Peter stood up in and challenged all the followers to restore the leadership as it had been established by
Jesus—adding an extra disciple to make up for the one they had lost (Acts 1:15ﬀ*).
Hiring the right person is always one of the most important decisions you make. You can’t spend enough
time processing and reflecting on this. Choosing people is hard. Being chosen or being rejected is just as
hard. This is true no matter what phase of life you are in. You may recall being six or seven years old and
having friendships start and end on the same day. You might remember what it was like as a teenager when
friendships were life and death to you. Imagine how hard it would have been for Peter and for the disciples
to choose a leader. Their criteria (Acts 1:21–22) required that they focus on those who had known Jesus
personally from His baptism through to His ascension. They did not want someone who had heard the story
second hand, but someone who could serve as a firsthand witness. The story had to continue from an
authentic encounter. I wonder if we have given ourselves the space to find the start of our own stories. Do
we sense that we are continuing the story of Jesus—and that it is birthed from experience of Him and
knowledge founded in Him?
Recalibrate: Who would you trust to lead a close friend to faith?
Respond: Pray for a heart that follows Jesus.
Research: They cast lots to choose Matthias (Acts 2). Why did that method end?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose
Play a game of peek-a-boo as a reminder that it’s always exciting to open our
eyes and see a friendly face. Keeping our eyes on Jesus makes us happy! Pray,
“May I only have eyes for you, Jesus.”
Have you ever played the game of follow the leader? Are you good at it? What
do you need to be a good follower? When Jesus was here on earth He was the
leader and the disciples followed him. The disciples still followed Jesus, even
after He went back to heaven. What they had seen and experienced with Jesus
had forever changed how they played the game of life.
We’re told in chapter 2 that the Holy Spirit came when they were all together in
once place. Think about the times and places you like to be together with
people. Maybe it’s at the dinner table, school, practice, or church. Why do you
like to be with people at those times?
*ﬀ means “and following.”
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MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12-2:21 in the New Living Translation (NLT). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Yesterday we touched on the process of how the disciples chose Matthias to replace Judas,
re-establishing the model of 12 disciples and continuing the story as best as they knew how. This was an
incredible privilege. Did you notice, however, that Barsabbas was not chosen, even though nothing bad was
said about him? Nothing more was said about him at all. The disciples trusted that the Lord knew what was
in his heart and all was OK. There is no report that Barsabbas was upset that he was passed over, or that he
started his own faith community as a result of his rejection. As far as we know, he remained a faithful part of
the tribe. How do we handle those we do not choose? How we do handle those who have not been elected?
How do handle those who have been bypassed? How do we handle being rejected ourselves?
My first oﬃcial job was cleaning oﬃces at the Panasonic head oﬃce in Bracknell, England. I say “oﬃcial”
because I was 16 and finally legally allowed to work. This job only lasted a year and then I found a better one
at McDonald’s. I worked there throughout my undergraduate and postgraduate years of school. It was during
my tenure at McDonald’s that somehow—either intuitively or directly—I picked up the habit of never asking
anyone to do anything that I was not willing to do myself, nor, ideally, that I had not already done myself.
You learn many things by completing a task yourself. You begin to understand the pressures and joys
inherent to the job. When someone else takes that role on, their own talent and experiences shape their
approach to it. Experience allows us to adapt and develop the jobs we do to make them truly our own. What
if we took this approach in our lives? What if instead of commanding everyone around us to do things, we
were willing to do them ourselves? What if we also had the desire to help others with their projects? What if
we stood side by side with volunteers, staﬀ, friends, and family in all their tasks? What if we gave of
ourselves without recognition? What if we were overlooked for a coveted role, yet this was perfectly fine
because we had the spirit of service in our hearts?
Recalibrate: In what area of your life can you become more of a servant leader?
Respond: Pray for a more open heart.
Research: What else is known about Matthias? What does this suggest?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Following You, Jesus, changes how I feel about myself. I know that You are my
helper and always with me. What are some ways that you help around the
house?
Playing follow the leader with Jesus is the best game ever. Everyone is invited to
play. The key to playing this game well is to be a good follower.Yesterday I asked
you what it takes to be a good follower. Make a list of what you think it takes.
Jesus had told His followers to wait until they received the Holy Spirit. Good
things take time. Have you ever noticed how it takes time to get into a deep
conversation with someone? The same is true with prayer. Set a timer today for
10 minutes to pray to God. Did you feel like your conversation with God got
deeper and you were able to express more of your feelings?
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12-2:21 in The Message (MSG). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: No sooner had they selected the twelfth disciple than the day of Pentecost arrived. I happen to love
Acts 2:1 simply because I helped create a faith community several years ago on the campus of Andrews
University called One Place. We chose the name because of this text.
That university community has morphed and grown since it started in 2011, and I have not been back to visit
since I left there in 2014, but there are faces that were part of that congregation that I will never forget. Each
of those faces is connected to a story and each story is part of the larger one that we are all called to
continue to create and share. There is an incredible amount of freedom when you start with a blank slate and
can simply dream of what you would like a faith community to look like. Following the advice of Peter, I
wanted experience and knowledge to be deeply rooted for people. I truly believe that if we open any book
of the Bible and preach the word, week by week, everything else will fall into place in our faith communities.
Simple as this sounds, the value in discovering the Word and making it applicable to every age and situation
is no easy task. This comes only through the strength of the Holy Spirit who brings creative people into
communities together. These communities are made up of such wonderful talent. They are constantly
growing, testing, trying, innovating. They are never too afraid to make a mistake. Never too afraid to take a
risk. They are willing to invest in everyone. They are inclusive—seeking everyone,
Recalibrate: How can you take this passage and apply to another person this week?
Respond: Pray for the opportunity to collaborate.
Research: Explore the concept of community collectives and consider how the model could help you or your
local community.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

When I have my eyes on You, Jesus, it changes how I see my world. Play a game
of I spy. Tell your child about how Jesus made the whole world pretty. When we
follow Jesus we see the prettiness of the world too.
What do you think it takes to be a good follower? Most times when we play
follow the leader everyone wants to be the leader. Have you felt the
disappointment of not being chosen to lead? Don’t be disappointed! Everyone i
s a leader. The person behind you is trusting that you are following well so they
can follow you. So I ask you again what does it take to be a good follower?
The words we use are important. When Jesus’ followers received the Holy Spirit
they were able to speak in diﬀerent languages so everyone could understand.
What are some words that you use that your grandparents don’t understand:
Snapchat, dm, TBT, lit?
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12–2:21 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Two very distinct memories help me appreciate just a little bit more the miracle of Acts 2, when the
disciples felt the result of the Holy Spirit for the first time. The first was when I was 19. I was in Macau, China.
At that time, it was still governed by the Portuguese. (It returned to Chinese ownership in 1999.) My move to
Macau was, for all intents and purposes, permanent. I was immigrating to China. My family had sold or given
everything away back home in England. I was going to finish oﬀ my theological studies at the Adventist
college in Hong Kong and visit my parents as often as possible as they worked as missionaries in Macau.
Settling into another culture was incredibly complicated. The fact that this other culture did not use English
made it even more disorienting. During my first week in the country, I saw two nuns from the USA and
overheard them speaking English. Creepy as it may sound, I followed them all over town, simply listening to
them speak English. The language was music to my ears. These were my people.
A little preface is need for the second incident; in particular a little parental ethnic heritage clarification will
provide some context. While I was born in England, my mother is from a French-speaking island called
Mauritius and my father is from the Portuguese-speaking country of Brazil. If memory serves me correctly, I
was 31 when I visited Brazil as an adult for the very first time. I was there to attend a conference for youth
ministry professionals organized by the Church. I was surrounded by people from all over the world, listening
to diﬀerent languages and experiencing their unique rhythms and sounds. While my father had spoken
Portuguese to me as a child and I had a pretty fluent comprehension of the language, I did not live daily in
that community. On the second day of the conference, we had a break and I walked into the downtown area
of the city. It was in that moment, as I heard life expressed freely and rapidly in Brazilian Portuguese, that I
sensed a deep connection. These were my people.
The Holy Spirit arrived on the day of Pentecost and touched the apostles (Acts 2). When they preached in
their own language, their words were translated into the native languages of the listeners. There was a deep
connection. It was music to their ears. These are our people, they marveled. And the story continued . . .
Recalibrate: Beyond language, what are some other ways we can translate the Gospel?
Respond: Pray for a practical way to make the Gospel music to someone else’s ears.
Research: What are the best cross-cultural missionary principles? (1 Cor. 9:20–22)
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Jesus let me be Your hands, feet and words in the spaces that I move in. Wiggle
your fingers and toes! God gave us hands and feet so that we can be His followers
and help others.
Keeping your eyes on the leader. This is the key to a good game of follow the
leader. How can we do this following Jesus when He was here on earth such a
long time ago? Do you have leaders that you can see are good followers of Jesus?
How can you tell that they are following Jesus?
Why do you think the people confused being filled with Holy Spirit with being
drunk? The people wanted to give some explanation for what was happening.
Have you ever tried to explain something as coincidence or luck rather than giving
credit to God?
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12–2:21 in the New International Version (NIV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Remember that conference in Brazil I told you about yesterday? It was during that conference
that Dr. Bailey Gillespie did a presentation on connecting with and reclaiming youth in the church. His
presentation was based on extensive research from the Value Genesis studies that he had carried out. He
was recognized as an authority on this diﬃcult subject.
All participants had headsets for translation, and, in addition to the headsets, live translation always took
place from the front. Spanish was the main language translated from the front. You have probably seen these
kinds of sessions before. The presenter says a sentence and the translator repeats it as fast as they can in the
other language. I have worked with some amazing translators around the world. The best ones even emulate
the tone and style of the speaker. They copy body language and facial expressions. They ask you before you
speak if there are any key words, technical terms, or even a manuscript that you plan to follow so they can
do their homework ahead of time. On that particular day, when Dr. Gillespie was speaking, the translator
was a pretty well-known leader in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Dr. Gillespie spoke and paused—the
translator spoke. They started to build a certain chemistry and energy. All was going well. Then suddenly,
Dr. Gillespie stopped speaking. He turned to the translator and said, “That is not what I said!” The translator
replied—in English—“That is because you’re wrong, so I am telling them what they need to hear!” The
translator had no idea that Dr. Gillespie spoke Spanish and was hoping to get away with delivering his own
lecture rather than translating the material as it was presented.
Understanding in your own language what is true for yourself is so important. You have to wonder how such
a small tribe—in our case the Seventh-day Adventists—managed in such a short time to share the Gospel in
so many diﬀerent countries around the world. They were able to do this because of their passion to make
sure that everyone had the opportunity to hear the Good News in their own language. They felt it was
important for people to process the truth for themselves.
Recalibrate: Having discovered the beauty of who Jesus is, what will you do?
Respond: Pray for the courage to follow Jesus fully.
Research: What ways does your local Church encourage you share Jesus?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Jesus, may I always be who You designed me to be, loving You. Talk about all the
people who love your child (mom, dad, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles,
teachers, pastors, friends) and remind them that because Jesus loved us, we can
love others too!
Have you ever played a game of follow the leader, where you have been led the
wrong way by someone whose eyes were not on the leader? Either they got
distracted or they wanted to be the leader. As a result, everyone behind them, if
their eyes were not on the leader, was led a diﬀerent direction. Who have you got
your eyes on? Have you got a clear vision of who your leader is?
Do you remember what was going on with Peter during the time Jesus was about
to be crucified? Peter denied he even knew Jesus three times. Now he is speaking
to hundreds about his friend and Savior Jesus. Maybe this week you feel like you’ve
messed up or haven’t been a good follower of Jesus. Give yourself the freedom to
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forgive yourself and follow Peter’s lead in moving forward.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s
character to be revealed.
Read: Acts 1:12–2:21 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Last year we celebrated the Protestant Reformation’s 500th anniversary. Part of that revolution was
the onset of the printing press 60 or more years before Martin Luther presented his 95 theses. These two
factors combined turned out to be the tipping points that helped move the Bible from a Latin translation
chained to a marble column in the church to the Bible in one’s own language—in every language. Soon there
were movements that guaranteed that Bibles were available in everyone’s home. Today, in many countries,
there are seemingly endless Bible translations and paraphrases. There are Bibles for men, women, children,
nurses, doctors, mechanics, engineers—you can see the trend. It’s all about accessibility.
I was 12 years old when the subject of history captured my imagination for the first time. I can still see the
face of my teacher and I wish I could remember his name. There was something incredibly alert about the
way he taught that brought the past to life. I did not quite understand why it fascinated me or why it caught
my attention. I just knew it was good. The disciples understood by the power of the Spirit that everyone
needs to grasp the great story of Jesus told on every page in the Bible in their own language, culture, and
time. Everyone needs to discover that for themselves, and when they do, that understanding will shape the
present and the future.
Peter opens his sermon by reciting the words of the prophet Joel (Acts 2:17–21). We are to take these same
words into our hearts with resiliency, vigor, and courage. This passage is calling us to be communities that
continue the story of Jesus. Against all odds. Even when it is not popular or when it is against the current
trend. Even when it requires that we walk the narrow path. Everyone is needed to help to share this story.
Some are to prophesy, some to see visions, and some to dream—everyone has a role to play in continuing
the story. This is probably all too easy to forget as so many people can be easily overlooked and ignored. A
little nudge, a little word of encouragement, a simple request is all it takes to bring inclusiveness to our
communities. We tend to miss seeing the potential in others, especially those we don’t know well. We tend
to like to work with the same people. Imagine if we were like Peter on the day of Pentecost. Imagine a
Church that said “Everyone is welcome and everyone is needed.”
Recalibrate: What role do you play in the story? Who can you enable to continue the story?
Respond: Pray for the sight to see the potential in others.
Research: Read one of the suggested commentaries from the bibliography on this passage.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Thank you Jesus for loving me as I am. Help me to bless those around me with that
kind of love. Ask your child who they think Jesus loves. Help them list oﬀ as many
people as possible. Jesus loves me and Jesus loves you, this I know . . .
Imagine for a moment if we played follow the leader in a horizontal line rather than
a vertical one. Imagine that we could all see the leader clearly and those behind us
could step up in to the line to see the leader too. Jesus call us to follow Him
together. What do you think this game would be like?
Peter tells us that God will pour out his Spirit on everyone: old, young, guys, girls,
all of us. Have you ever felt like your age or gender has held you back from
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following Jesus? Do you feel like Jesus would ever speak down to someone because of something they can’t
change about themselves?
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2018
We hope that you enjoy the message at Walla Walla University Church today. Consider joining one of our
many Sabbath School or Bible Study Groups that meet around campus at or around10:30am (see our
bulletin for exact schedules, wwuchurch.com/bulletin).
Saturday morning schedule
9:30am - First Serve worship service in the sanctuary
10:30am - Sabbath School Classes
11:45am - Second Service in the sanctuary, and streaming live at wwuchurch.com
Other ways to engage:
1. Online Daily Walk: www.wwuchurch.com/#daily
2.
3.
4.
5.

Live Stream: wwuchurch.com or https://livestream.com/accounts/7962515
Archive of service: www.wwuchurch.com/worship-service-archive
Questions or more information? Email church@wallawalla.edu
Want to join a local small group? Email alareece.collie@wallawalla.edu
or visit: wwuchurch.com/small-groups

wwuchurch.com/#daily · Page 12

a 212 SW 4th st. College Place, WA. 99324 · p 509.527.2800 · WWUCHURCH.COM

