Daily
Walk

Week 3: January 14–20

DAILY WALK—HOW TO USE GUIDE
The Daily Walk is built around the message series at Walla Walla University Church in conjunction with several other
Churches. Each week, we provide a daily Bible study that you can do by yourself, with your friends and family, or in
your life group. The studies are available both online and printed as a hard copy that you can collect at church the
week before the message is preached.

FORMAT
1.

Refresh: 2 Corinthians informs us that the Holy Spirit leads us to truth, so we pray for His guidance before we
begin to read or reflect.

2. Read: Each day, you will read the passage of the week in a diﬀerent translation or paraphrase. These are
provided through online links. The references are provided in the hard copy, but you will need to invest in three
versions of the Bible in order to find them this way. As you read, take note of 1–3 insights or questions. These can
be used in addition to or instead of the recalibrate questions provided.
3. Reflect: Context is critical, and we will provide some—along with possible applications that will help you as you
try to determine the message God has for you through the passages you’ve read.
4. Recalibrate: These suggested questions seem worth processing, but do not feel pressured to answer or address
all of them. Some are practical and focused on family and children. You may also come up with questions of your
own that are more relevant to your life and situation.
5. Respond: Close each study with prayer and a challenge for how you will apply what you’ve learned to your circle
(those closest to you) and community (those you interact with at work, school, etc.).
6. Research: If you have time, we provide a few suggestions for further study. We also include a reading list for the
sermon series.

FOUNDATION
Developing a sermon series requires endless hours of careful prayer, study, research, and conversation. Even so, a
sermon has limits in terms of how much it can address. Some of you are keen to extend the sermon topic much
further, going into greater depth than can typically be accomplished in 30–40 minutes. Begin by reading the Bible
broadly. Look for connections between the story you are studying and other Bible stories. Use the cross references
in the margins of your Bible to explore the possible applications of each text. Read the relevant sections of 2–3
Bible commentaries. Listen to a variety of sermons addressing the subject area to discover the interpretations and
insights diﬀerent speakers have brought to the text. If you find a great book on the subject, look at the author’s list
of references for more books and articles you could explore.

FAITH
Your faith will grow and you will become stronger disciples of Jesus through engaging in daily Bible study. The
more time you spend in the Word (Bible), the more it will point you to the Truth (Jesus).
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SERIES INTRODUCTION
From the very beginning of time, from before human beings existed or time was even a construct, the three
members of the Godhead (Father, Son, and Spirit) dreamed of a story that would continue throughout eternity. This
story is what Paul would later refer to as the “eternal purpose” (Ephesians 3:11). Frank Viola suggests, in the opening
chapter of his book The Untold Story of the New Testament Church, that we were created to continue this story. He
writes:
“. . . God wills to produce a community on earth that will reflect the community that is found among the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit.” (p. 27)
Yet every single day, when we look around the world in which we live, we are confronted by horror. This horror is not
only taking place in distant war-torn countries, but often appears on our doorsteps. Is this what the Kingdom of
God looks like? Is this how the story is supposed to progress? What is the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross if
it makes no tangible diﬀerence in this suﬀering world? These are normal questions to ask—but our questions can’t
stop here. If we shift the focus of our questions just a little, very diﬀerent answers begin to emerge. Could it be, for
instance, that we are not yet able to see the incredible shift that took place when Jesus ascended to heaven? Is it
possible that we have not individually connected to the Spirit of God that makes us able to detect the surprising
and shocking transformations taking place all around us? Could it be that we have not heeded all that God has
called us to become as precious people created in His image?
While we will not cover the whole book of Acts in this sermon series, you will likely find it diﬃcult to resist reading
all the chapters. Over the next three months—in this sermon series and the one that follows it—you will be greatly
challenged to find your own role in continuing the shared story of humanity here on earth. Something amazing
happened in the first few years of the early Church that continues to send shock waves through the earth. This story
is part of your life today. It is not just about what happens here on earth, but also about what happens in the
Universe as a whole. This story is about the power of the Cross. This story is about the presence of the Spirit in our
lives.
The primary question we will investigate over the next three months is “How is Jesus continuing His work
of redemption through the Church?” We look forward to exploring this question together in our local communities
through two sermon series: “The Mvmnt,” is a six-week series exploring what is missing in our faith journey, and
“Advancing” is a seven-week series on how to move forward.
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Series: The Mvmnt
Message: Four Ways to Be
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Acts for Everyone, Part One: Chapters 1–12 by N. T. Wright
Acts for Everyone, Part Two: Chapters 13–28 by N. T. Wright
Acts: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary by J. Bradley Chance
Acts: Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament by Eckhard J. Schnabel
A Theology of the Holy Spirit by Frederick Dale Bruner
Following Jesus: Disciple-Making and Movement-Building by Peter Roennfeldt
Good Faith by David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching by William H. Willimon
Preaching by Timothy Keller
The Acts of the Apostles by William Barclay
The Acts of the Apostles by Ellen G. White
The Challenge of Jesus by N. T. Wright
The Rise of Network Christianity by Brad Christerson and Richard Flory
The Untold Story of the New Testament Church by Frank Viola
Toxic Christianity by Robert D. Lupton

CONTRIBUTORS
Preacher: Japhet De Oliveira
Reflection: Japhet De Oliveira
Live Wonder: Zan Long
Live Adventure: Zan Long
Live Purpose: Jessyka Albert
Editor: Becky De Oliveira
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Any kind of change requires a shifting of values and perspectives. This is especially true when moving from
the small to the large—expanding your horizons. Enlarging can be becoming part of a couple, moving to a bigger
city, attending university, or joining a big and intimidating new company. Your expectations, daily routine, and
relationships are reconsidered—along with the very concept of who you are.
My first quarter as a student at Newbold College in Berkshire, England, was awful. Perhaps this was simply the result
of the increased academic load, or the fact that I knew no one there, or because it was my first time out of the
family nest and I was not sure I could fly. After a miserable couple of months, over Christmas break I made a deal
with myself to return to campus with vigor and intention. I was determined to make college life work for me. I went
out of my way to greet everyone on campus, aiming to get to know as many people as possible. I decided to invest
more completely in every part of the college experience. My undergraduate and postgraduate years at Newbold
became very rewarding and transformative.
The Bible is rich with stories of characters shifting from the small to the large. These shifts often create complex
struggles for people facing multiple demands and expectations as they negotiate dramatic change, often making
mistakes and having to rethink their approach to problems. Moses brought the Hebrew people out of slavery and
tried to organize them in probably the same way he had controlled his sheep for the previous 40 years. His father
in-law, Jethro, finally had to sit Moses down and give him leadership counsel (Exodus 18).
The disciples also faced a major shift—not only in leadership paradigms, but also in establishing the very DNA of
the Church (Acts 2). The focus on mission they had experienced when Christ was on earth was not something they
could aﬀord to lose. The Gospel story had to continue—and it had to become bigger. The change from an intimate
community to one of thousands—almost overnight—was rapid and dramatic, driven by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Luke shared what these new Christians looked like when they were filled with the Holy Spirit. When you read Acts
2:42, do you recognize your community? Is it like that new temple community?
Recalibrate: What has been the most recent shift that you have had to make in your life?
Respond: Pray for the foresight to choose a shift.
Research: What other stories in the Bible required a major shift?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

I want to move closer to you Jesus. In everything I do. Pray a prayer of
thankfulness that Jesus is always with us and that He wants to be a part of
everything we do, like eating, playing, and coloring!
Have you ever been somewhere with a group of people and you just did not
want to leave? Maybe it was because you were having so much fun. Maybe it
was because your favorite people were there. Maybe it was because you felt
safe to be you. Think about what is was that made you want to stay. Make a list
or draw a picture.
Make a list of 5 things you love about your room. Your list and the hundreds
of other lists that teens across the world are making today probably look a lot
diﬀerent. The way our rooms, lockers, or cars look is unique to who we are.
The way our church community looks is unique to who Jesus is. Now make a
list of five things you love about your church family.
wwuchurch.com/#daily · Page 5

MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in the New Living Translation (NLT). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: When you read the text for the second time, were you still drawn to the first verse or did you wonder
whether that community really existed? Did they really share everything? Did they meet every single day? Did they
go to work? How did they vet people? What about child protection? Could this model even work today?
I wonder all of these things—and at the same time, I think that this community was more than just a utopia. It must
have been mesmerizing to everyone included—and also to those observing it from the outside. It was deeply
countercultural to the norms of the time. This community worked at solving social disorder, rather than waiting for
government policies to resolve issues of pain and suﬀering. It would have been as if ADRA had just arrived in some
disaster zone, and with no strings attached shrouded a community with love. A love that called people to change
their lives. This community displayed four elements that gave structure to their new way of life. Four spiritual
disciplines. Four ways to make disciples. First, they stayed focused on the what the apostles taught. Second, they
lived in fellowship. Third, they broke bread together often. Fourth, they never gave up on prayers. This is the kind of
community in which I would want to raise my kids.
The apostle Paul, who only had the First Testament as his Bible, used it to preach the Gospel (Romans 10) just as
Jesus did on the road to Emmaus. Towards the middle of chapter 10, he assures us that salvation is for everyone.
There are no barriers, no criteria, no classifications that can stop any of us from receiving the gift of salvation. We
simply need to call on the name of Jesus. He goes on to answer the question that some would certainly raise:
How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in Him
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are
they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach
the good news!” (vs. 14–15)
Paul quotes Isaiah 52:7, and reminds us that faith grows from hearing the Word of God. This community started with
preaching the Gospel and will only be a faithful community in which to continue the story of salvation if it keeps on
preaching the Gospel.
Recalibrate: Are we preaching the Gospel or do we have another agenda?
Respond: Pray for the heart of the Gospel to be in everything you share.
Research: Read Preaching by Timothy Keller.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Remind me that it is all about you, when I want to make it all about me. Find
something you and your child can do today to put someone else first.
Luke talks about a big group of people who all loved Jesus. And they just did
not want to leave, so they didn’t. More people kept coming and more people
kept staying. Why do you think that was? Could you make a list?
Jesus used something super simple like breaking bread during dinner to
remind His disciples that His body was broken so that they could be made
whole. Find one everyday item (it could be cereal, your phone, a pair of shoes,
your car) to remind yourself that Jesus is All. It could be something like, “Just
like breakfast, Jesus is the most important part of my day.”
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in The Message (MSG). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: People were created to live in community, sharing our joys and supporting each other through diﬃcult
times. Faith, worship, and discipleship are best experienced in community, as wholistic eﬀorts to make God central
to our lives. The Bible is filled with stories of God calling us back to Him and urging us to love each other
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; and Matthew 22:36–40).
We have actively been developing community collectives at Walla Walla University Church and in other places
around the world. In part, this is because of our desire to follow the call to intimate community in the style of the
early Christian church. Luke referred to these early Christians as “devoted to fellowship” (Acts 2:42). People looked
after one another, taking an active interest in each other’s lives and holding each other accountable. In the name of
Jesus, communities can be transformed because individual lives have been transformed. In the early twenty-first
century, we are more connected (by technology) than people have ever been before, yet we are also more
disconnected socially. Many of us experience great loneliness. Community collectives are a way to build greater
connections with friends, neighbors, colleagues, and fellow Christians. These groups have one single agenda: to
create a community of people who are there for each other. Collectives will feed and transform your lives, your
families, your neighborhoods, your churches, your schools, and your workplaces.
The diﬃculty with community collectives is that they sound lovely in theory, but in reality they require you to love
everyone. That is really hard. Think about how deep these the message in Acts 2:44–45 is. The implications are
profound. That kind of fellowship seems like it should only apply to the nuclear family. Yet for the story of salvation
to continue at a level that would generate awe (vs. 43), this kind of community has to exist. It brings new people to
want to discover Jesus’ plan for their lives. That level of of fellowship has to be driven by love. That love has to have
been born of the Spirit. Some people can be very diﬃcult to love—or even to like. Yet we are called to be a new
people. This means transformation. It means doing more than what comes naturally to us.
Recalibrate: Who has Jesus asked you to love?
Respond: Pray for a heart driven by the Spirit of God.
Research: Listen to this message by Michael Knecht on the Good Samaritan: https://the1project.org/resources/
media/details/581
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Let your love be BIG in me, Jesus, so I can share it with the people I meet
today. How big is Jesus’ love? Start with your hands close together and move
them out wider and wider to show your child that Jesus’ love is even bigger
than our arms can reach!
I’m thinking of one word that begins with an “S” and ends with an “E”—
S _ _ _ E. This is what the people did that Luke tells us about. The story is in
Acts 2:42-47. Do you like to share? [hint]
What has been the most diﬃcult thing to share? Maybe it’s sharing your room
with a sibling or sharing your french fries with a friend. In Acts, we find those
who believe in Jesus sharing all they have. What is something you can share
today?
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Luke is the only Gospel writer to share the famous story of Jesus walking, after His resurrection, on the
road to Emmaus, and he intentionally adopts the Greek storytelling method popular to this time and culture. This
method involved removing key details, allowing the reader to connect the dots only at the completion of the story—
with some questions remaining unanswered altogether. When I get to heaven, my long list of questions for Luke will
include, “Who were these two people?” and “Why give one name and not the other?”
If we use our imaginations, as Luke would have intended his readers to do, we can perhaps draw some conclusions
about the couple Jesus encountered on the road. What if we followed tradition and assumed that they were on their
way home? What if they were not two men (as women were also disciples)? What if they were one male and one
female disciple—a married couple? They were intimately connected to the eleven apostles. They knew where the
upper room was (Luke 24:33). The Cleopas in Luke is perhaps the same person as the Clopas referenced in John
19:25. His wife, Mary, was at the foot of the cross. This might well be the same Mary who was the sister to Jesus’ own
mother Mary. Put all these details together, and this could mean that Jesus encountered his very own aunt and
uncle on the road to Emmaus! Wouldn’t that be amazing? The story is rich on so many levels, not least in terms of
how it ends, when Jesus breaks the bread and the pair recognize Him.
The early Church broke bread together often. Not just to eat together, but to celebrate communion together as well.
They met in each other’s homes and ate together regularly. They worshipped together and reminded each other of
what Jesus had done and continued to do every day in their lives. The Gospel was retold simply through people of
faith living in community.
Perhaps you noticed before just how many encounters Jesus had which revolved around fellowship and meals. In
fact, he was accused of spending too much time in this way (Luke 7:34). These accusations did not stop Jesus from
cooking fish on the beach and waiting to meet with Peter after the resurrection. A meal with community brought
Peter to a place of strength and open accountably (John 21). Within fellowship and around a table, there is space for
good conversation with Jesus. This was true for the early Christians and true for us today. Eating meals with each
other is important. Having a meal with Jesus (communion) is essential.
Recalibrate: If Jesus broke bread with you today, what question would you need to answer?
Respond: Pray for a heart responsive to Jesus’ call.
Research: How often should we celebrate communion together?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

In everything I do today Jesus, can we wrap it in how much you love this
world? Jesus loves the world and all of us in it. Take time with your child to
admire nature together.
Sometimes sharing is tough. Have you ever thought about how sharing
something, maybe cookies or candy, just spreads the joy around? How much
better is it when we spread love around? Love is the sweetest thing and God
designed it to be shared. Guess what? Love never gets smaller, and when it’s
shared it gets bigger! Jesus does that!
Last week we talked about how important it is to do things together. Life is so
much better when you share it with others What’s something you can invite
friends to do with you? Go for a walk, play a video game, make dinner . . . ?
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in the New International Version (NIV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: I was having breakfast the morning that I wrote this week’s Daily Walk, when a close friend shared without
any prompting their own insight on the story from John 21. This is the same story I mentioned yesterday, about
Jesus cooking fish on the beach and talking with Peter. My friend said that he imagines Peter couldn’t really see
Jesus on the beach. His fishing boat was not quite close enough for him make out that the person cooking on the
beach and calling out to cast his net on the other side was Jesus. Still, Peter somehow felt the call to approach. As
he rushed to the beach and broke bread, Jesus asked him three times—gently nudging him—to confess his love.
That is what our Church should be about. It should be a space that allows each of us to hear and feel the Spirit of
God nudge us, so that we too may confess the name of Jesus.
When the disciples preached the Gospel, what did they say that was so attractive that thousands joined the
Christian movement every day? What spoke to their minds and hearts? J. Bradley Chance, in his commentary on
Acts, shares this insight:
Could the Jesus we meet in the Gospel of Luke—the Jesus who speaks of the Good Samaritan, who teaches
Mary at his feet, who visits the home of the tax collector Zacchaeus—really inspire us to find texts that allow
us to exclude anyone from all the benefits and gifts of God’s spirit? The gospel shapes our selection and
reading of the Scriptures. And the gospel we preach is one of inclusion. (p. 61)
To be loved and to belong has always been the message. From eternity past to eternity future. How could His
Church be about anything else? This is one of the many reasons I have always enjoyed celebrating communion.
Seriously, if I had my own way I would celebrate communion every week. I have had people tell me that this is a bad
idea, since communion has to be special. If we celebrated it every week it would lose its value. I wonder. What about
the way we say “I love you” to our spouses or children frequently—perhaps every day or even many times a day? Or
the way we eat challah bread on Friday evening? Or have a date night once a week? Or take a weekly Sabbath
morning hike? Frequency is not what makes something special—or ordinary. Lack of attention and engagement is
what takes away specialness. Anything that brings us together with Jesus more often is good.
Recalibrate: What traditions or customs should you celebrate more?
Respond: Pray for healthy community.
Research: What role does the foot-washing ordinance play in communion?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

During breakfast, lunch, or dinner, talk about how Jesus takes care of us. He
makes sure we have food to eat. Pray, “Thank you, Jesus, for taking care of me
and for filling my tummy with food today.”
We can share every time we sit down to eat with our friends and family.
Practice sharing not just the food. Ask questions and tell stories about your
day and theirs.
Maybe you pray out loud before each meal or maybe it’s a silent prayer as
you’re already chewing your food. As you eat today, take a couple of seconds
to thank God for the food.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 2:42–47 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: The final ingredient that held the local church together so well was its prayer life. Prayer is one of the most
beautiful elements of a faith journey, and yet so often misunderstood. It is hard work, simply because the discipline
is so powerful. It allows you, without any special permission, to connect directly with God. Just pause and think
about that for a moment. Perhaps in our attempt to make Jesus accessible, we have forgotten that He is also allpowerful. Perhaps for that reason, we also forget how easily accessible He is to us through prayer. Prayer can be
hard; our minds wander and we can find ourselves thinking about so many other things, forgetting that we were
praying in the first place. This often continues until we become accustomed to the daily practice of prayer. The daily
practice of talking to Jesus. That is when the strength of prayer transforms the individual and the community.
This is how members of the early Church became a new people. They were eﬀectively “new temple” people living in
the old temple. They were new church people living in the old church. That overlap of time and space called them to
live life on a higher plain.
We live in incredibly diﬃcult times. While some would argue that the world has never been better and that
advances in technology and culture mean that we are more civilized, I would counter that this is true in many
respects for some people, but not for all and not for most. We have simply grown accustomed to building better
barriers and filters from reality. That reality is taking its toll on humanity in new forms. We cure one disease and—
low and behold!—a new one appears. We have more wealth, but experience more pressure and a higher rate of
suicide. Educational expectations are increasing; an undergraduate degree is no longer suﬃcient in many fields.
Pressure varies for every single person. Our church should be a place that helps relieve that pressure. That is why
local context has to dictate so much of local mission. Understanding what our people are going through every
single day should shape our focus. The Gospel compels us to admit that we all need Jesus to transform our lives.
Recalibrate: What is your unique local response to the Gospel?
Respond: Pray for the sight to see the vision God has for your Church.
Research: Read one of the suggested commentaries from the bibliography on this passage.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Get creative today; use finger paint or crayons to make a picture for a new
friend. Maybe someone just moved next door or just started coming to your
church. Jesus added more people to the number of those following Him. Talk
about how following Jesus is fun to do together!
Have you ever found it hard to know what to say? If that is you, know that
actions speak louder than words. If you are shy meeting new people, sharing
something with them shows you care. Passing the popcorn or a basketball is
an invitation to friendship. Find someone you don’t know this weekend and
share. You can do it.
Sometimes it can be awkward to meet new people. God brought more and
more people together in Acts. Tomorrow you might see someone new at your
church or maybe you’re going to a new church. Go out of your way to meet
someone new and learn a little bit about their story.

wwuchurch.com/#daily · Page 10

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2018
We hope that you enjoy the message at Walla Walla University Church today. Consider joining one of our
many Sabbath School or Bible Study Groups that meet around campus at or around10:30am (see our bulletin for
exact schedules, wwuchurch.com/bulletin).
Saturday morning schedule
9:30am - First Serve worship service in the sanctuary
10:30am - Sabbath School Classes
11:45am - Second Service in the sanctuary, and streaming live at wwuchurch.com
Other ways to engage:
1. Online Daily Walk: www.wwuchurch.com/#daily
2.
3.
4.
5.

Live Stream: wwuchurch.com or https://livestream.com/accounts/7962515
Archive of service: www.wwuchurch.com/worship-service-archive
Questions or more information? Email church@wallawalla.edu
Want to join a local small group? Email alareece.collie@wallawalla.edu
or visit: wwuchurch.com/small-groups
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