Daily
Walk

Week 5: January 28–February 3

DAILY WALK—HOW TO USE GUIDE
The Daily Walk is built around the message series at The Walla Walla University Church in conjunction with several
other churches. Each week, we provide a daily Bible study that you can do by yourself, with your friends and family,
or in your life group. The studies are available both online and printed as a hard copy that you can collect at church
the week before the message is preached.

FORMAT
1.

Refresh: 2 Corinthians informs us that the Holy Spirit leads us to truth, so we pray for His guidance before we
begin to read or reflect.

2. Read: Each day, you will read the passage of the week in a diﬀerent translation or paraphrase. These are
provided through online links. The references are provided in the hard copy, but you will need to invest in three
versions of the Bible in order to find them this way. As you read, take note of 1–3 insights or questions. These can
be used in addition to or instead of the recalibrate questions provided.
3. Reflect: Context is critical, and we will provide some—along with possible applications that will help you as you
try to determine the message God has for you through the passages you’ve read.
4. Recalibrate: These suggested questions seem worth processing, but do not feel pressured to answer or address
all of them. Some are practical and focused on family and children. You may also come up with questions of your
own that are more relevant to your life and situation.
5. Respond: Close each study with prayer and a challenge for how you will apply what you’ve learned to your circle
(those closest to you) and community (those you interact with at work, school, etc.).
6. Research: If you have time, we provide a few suggestions for further study. We also include a reading list for the
sermon series.

FOUNDATION
Developing a sermon series requires endless hours of careful prayer, study, research, and conversation. Even so, a
sermon has limits in terms of how much it can address. Some of you are keen to extend the sermon topic much
further, going into greater depth than can typically be accomplished in 30–40 minutes. Begin by reading the Bible
broadly. Look for connections between the story you are studying and other Bible stories. Use the cross references
in the margins of your Bible to explore the possible applications of each text. Read the relevant sections of 2–3
Bible commentaries. Listen to a variety of sermons addressing the subject area to discover the interpretations and
insights diﬀerent speakers have brought to the text. If you find a great book on the subject, look at the author’s list
of references for more books and articles you could explore.

FAITH
Your faith will grow and you will become stronger disciples of Jesus through engaging in daily Bible study. The
more time you spend in the Word (Bible), the more it will point you to the Truth (Jesus).
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SERIES INTRODUCTION
From the very beginning of time, from before human beings existed or time was even a construct, the three
members of the Godhead (Father, Son, and Spirit) dreamed of a story that would continue throughout eternity. This
story is what Paul would later refer to as the “eternal purpose” (Ephesians 3:11). Frank Viola suggests, in the opening
chapter of his book The Untold Story of the New Testament Church, that we were created to continue this story. He
writes:
“. . . God wills to produce a community on earth that will reflect the community that is found among the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit.” (p. 27)
Yet every single day, when we look around the world in which we live, we are confronted by horror. This horror is not
only taking place in distant war-torn countries, but often appears on our doorsteps. Is this what the Kingdom of
God looks like? Is this how the story is supposed to progress? What is the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross if
it makes no tangible diﬀerence in this suﬀering world? These are normal questions to ask—but our questions can’t
stop here. If we shift the focus of our questions just a little, very diﬀerent answers begin to emerge. Could it be, for
instance, that we are not yet able to see the incredible shift that took place when Jesus ascended to heaven? Is it
possible that we have not individually connected to the Spirit of God that makes us able to detect the surprising
and shocking transformations taking place all around us? Could it be that we have not heeded all that God has
called us to become as precious people created in His image?
While we will not cover the whole book of Acts in this sermon series, you will likely find it diﬃcult to resist reading
all the chapters. Over the next three months—in this sermon series and the one that follows it—you will be greatly
challenged to find your own role in continuing the shared story of humanity here on earth. Something amazing
happened in the first few years of the early Church that continues to send shock waves through the earth. This story
is part of your life today. It is not just about what happens here on earth, but also about what happens in the
Universe as a whole. This story is about the power of the Cross. This story is about the presence of the Spirit in our
lives.
The primary question we will investigate over the next three months is “How is Jesus continuing His work
of redemption through the Church?” We look forward to exploring this question together in our local communities
through two sermon series: “The Mvmnt,” is a six-week series exploring what is missing in our faith journey, and
“Advancing” is a seven-week series on how to move forward.
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Series: The Mvmnt
Message: Persecution and Growth
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Acts for Everyone, Part One: Chapters 1–12 by N. T. Wright
Acts for Everyone, Part Two: Chapters 13–28 by N. T. Wright
Acts: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary by J. Bradley Chance
Acts: Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament by Eckhard J. Schnabel
A Theology of the Holy Spirit by Frederick Dale Bruner
Following Jesus: Disciple-Making and Movement-Building by Peter Roennfeldt
Good Faith by David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching by William H. Willimon
Preaching by Timothy Keller
The Acts of the Apostles by William Barclay
The Acts of the Apostles by Ellen G. White
The Challenge of Jesus by N. T. Wright
The Rise of Network Christianity by Brad Christerson and Richard Flory
The Untold Story of the New Testament Church by Frank Viola
Toxic Christianity by Robert D. Lupton

CONTRIBUTORS
Preacher: Alex Bryan
Reflection: Japhet De Oliveira
Live Wonder: Zan Long
Live Adventure: Jessyka Albert
Live Purpose: Jessyka Albert
Editor: Becky De Oliveira
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: Whether or not this is the first time you’ve read it, you have to admit that it is quite a specular story. It
would be enough of an epic story if there were simply a court battle between the apostles and the Sadducees and a
jury later released them of all charges. However, the Gospel was not birthed in the midst of tranquility and clean
satin sheets. The Gospel arrived in the midst of chaos and turmoil. It would be accepted by some and rejected by
others (Matthew 10:14). Luke, living inside this tension and understanding its implications, crafted this story to raise
hope against all odds.
I have noticed that when people have a new idea, most notably a new ministry idea, the first thing they do is brand
it. They will design a logo, choose a name, maybe even craft a tagline as well. The Apostles had no brand when they
started their journey. They soon would be called followers of the Way (Acts 9:2) and went on to eventually be called
Christians (Acts 11:26). At this juncture in the birth of the movement, the angel of the Lord, after releasing them
from prison, commanded that they continue doing what they had been imprisoned for: preaching about “this
life” (Acts 5:20). Can you imagine how transformative the Gospel was through the power of the Holy Spirit? It spoke
to “this life,” not to a life in the past or a life to come in the distant future but to this life—the life they were living.
It was eighteen years ago on this very day, that I held my firstborn son, Joshua. I find it hard to describe what it was
like to hold that baby boy on my chest and feel his heart racing and know that he could hear the love in my voice as
I spoke softly to him. That moment was “this life.” He turns eighteen today and embarks on the dawn of a new
chapter in this life. I hope that his life stays focused on Jesus. What greater purpose is there than to know Jesus in
all we are and in all we do? We wish the same for all those we love.
Recalibrate: Has the Gospel transformed your life into “this life”?
Respond: Pray for the Spirit of transformation.
Research: Does your local faith community have a name that is connected to “this life”?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

There is nothing more life-changing than the birth or death of a child. While we
dream (or dread) these times, the reality is often more than overwhelming. Take a
time out today to remind yourself that God is in control.
In the grocery store, how can you tell the diﬀerence between salt and sugar
without tasting it? Can you tell because the package has a label telling you what it
is? Sometimes labels can be helpful in telling us what something is. What are some
of your labels (son/daughter, brother/sister, friend, etc.)? How can someone tell
that your most important label is “follower of Jesus”?
Think about a time when a big change was about to happen in your life. Were you
excited? Nervous? Angry? Now think about a big change that is about to happen.
Graduation? A new relationship? Maybe even a break up? Take a piece of paper
and write down five ways this shift is revealing that God has something bigger in
store for you.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in the New Living Translation (NLT). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: In the Gospel of Luke the Pharisees, who were the major antagonists, constantly plot against Jesus—
attempting to trap Him, constantly threatened by Him. In the Book of Acts, which is eﬀectively Luke’s Gospel
continued as volume two, the focus shifts to the Sadducees. This is because the ministry of the apostles had moved
from Galilee to Jerusalem. Yet the methods, problems, and most of the locations of the continued conflict are the
same. They revolve around two questions: First, who has spiritual authority to lead the people? Second, where does
that seat of power reside? Interesting questions. Are those questions that wake you up in the morning?
Several years ago, I read Dave Logan’s book Tribal Leadership. The book demonstrates five diﬀerent levels of
leaders based on years of research and study. Not only does he describe the levels, but he also explains how to
move from one level to the next, and how to avoid slipping back down. Once levels 4 and 5 are reached, a leader
can comfortably switch back and forth depending on the needs of the organization. What I appreciated about
those levels is that they were not focused on what others were doing. Leadership at these levels is so driven by
vision and joy that what the competition is up to no longer matters. So why were the Sadducees so interested in the
Apostles? Could it be that they had lost their vision? Could it be that when people focus all their attention onto
something you are doing it is because they have nothing else to do?
Consider all the great movements that have taken place through history. Were they birthed out of a vacuum? Think
about the invention of the most ordinary everyday items we use. How many were created as a result of a need that
existed? Perhaps there is something deep within us that is missing and the Holy Spirit is calling us to fill it up in our
lives and in the lives of those around us. We have to do something to address existing needs in our communities.
Recalibrate: What does your local church stand up against? What does it support?
Respond: Pray for courage.
Research: Read about level 4 and 5 leaders in Tribal Leadership by Dave Logan.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Look at photo of you and your child. Tell your child how you couldn’t wait to see
their little face and how much you love them. Tell them that as much as you love
them God loves us even more.
When we talk about the word “vision” it can mean to see with our eyes, but there
are other times when we talk about “vision” meaning we see something with our
hearts and minds! Maybe you have a “vision” in your mind to ride every roller
coaster in the world. What do you think Jesus’ vision is for your life?
When was the last time you led in some way? Maybe it was a group project,
making dinner for your family, or helping a younger sibling with homework. Take
some time to think about your gifts and talents. Is there a place in your faith
community where you can lead?
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in The Message (MSG). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: When Jesus began His ministry, one of the earliest moments recorded was the cleansing of the temple
(Mark 11:15-17). He called the temple His house. You have to understand that this was an intensely bold thing to say.
The leaders did not know who Jesus really was. He appeared to be nothing more than a local carpenter’s son. It
would be similar to me approaching a team of decorated Navy Seals and saying, “Step aside. I’ll take care of the
missions from now on.” Or turning up in a surgeon’s operating room at the start of an aortic dissection procedure
and telling her to stand down so I can operate in her place. The Navy Seals would likely pick me up with their little
pinky fingers and throw me out the barracks. The surgical team would call security and I would end up wearing a
diﬀerent type of white coat for the rest of my life. Jesus touched on their raw nerves. This was their seat of
authority—one which they guarded with their lives and souls. Priests waited a year to serve in the temple. It was
such a privilege that even if they should find an injured Samaritan on the side of the road, they would feel intense
pressure to hurry on past so as not to miss the opportunity to serve. When Luke tells us (in Acts 5:24) that the
Captain of the temple was perplexed, he means that the leadership gave up their position. Every morning, at the
first sight of dawn, the first worship service of the day was supposed to be overseen by the Captain of the Temple.
That morning, he was no where to be found. Instead, all the apostles who had been freed from the prison were there
preaching about “this life.” It seems that the people were hungry for someone to speak truth into their lives. The
apostles were trying to stay faithful to the example that Jesus set in the following example”
And He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And He was teaching them on the Sabbath, and they
were astonished at His teaching, for His word possessed authority. —Luke 4:31-32
Recalibrate: What message have you been called to share?
Respond: Pray for clarity.
Research: Why did Jesus cleanse the temple and what does that mean today?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

When I was a child I loved Sesame Street. One of the songs that I loved to sing was
“The people in your neighborhood”. Who are the people in your neighborhood? Go
on an adventure in your neighborhood. See all the people who God loves.
When you learn about something super cool, like a new kind of candy or a fun
game, you want to share it with all your friends, right? The apostles had something
really cool they wanted to share with everyone. What do you think that something
was? How can you share about Jesus with your friends?
Fitting in can be super important. We try to fit in intentionally and sometimes we fit
in unintentionally. The apostles didn’t fit in or blend in at all. What they were saying
about Jesus giving new life seemed crazy! What is something that people might
think is crazy about following Jesus today?
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: When I flew into Denver to meet up with my pastoral colleagues Alex Bryan, Tim Gillespie, Sam Leonor, and
Terry Swenson, we had all agreed to fast and pray for the day leading up to meeting. I was starving by the time we
had supper together, but breaking bread with my brothers was a good moment that was well worth the sacrifice.
Eddie Hypolite and Dany Hernandez were able to join us via Skype for a few moments as time zones permitted. It
was not until seven months later when all of us were eye to eye that what took place at that first meeting in Denver
was repeated in the Hilton in downtown Atlanta at the first One project gathering. We recognized that Jesus is the
full expression of everything we could ever try to know or discover.
It is strange to look back on that early experience and all the conversations that took place. I still have the list of
names that I wrote down in Denver—people we wanted to join us later in Atlanta. We each had connections to
people around the world who we thought would enjoy spending time talking about Jesus. Here is the surprise:
Some of my friends did not come to Atlanta. They turned up later to other gatherings but they were initially
skeptical. When I said that we were going to talk about Jesus for two days, they asked “What are you really going
to do?” I gave the same answer, but it was not enough. They thought a conversation about Jesus was for children.
It seems that they had become desensitized to Jesus! Is that even possible? Later on, as the gatherings grew in
popularity, many realized that a focus on Jesus as all caught the imagination of many. It also caused others to
become uncomfortable. It caused some to persecute us and anyone who was engaging in this conversation. The
result was more growth. No one can contain the power of Jesus.
Recalibrate: What was your most recent conversation about Jesus and how did it challenge you?
Respond: Pray for the Spirit to follow Jesus.
Research: Read Steps to Christ by Ellen White.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Read a book outside with your child today. Put a blanket on the ground to
protect you from the scratchy grass and biting bugs. Wrap yourself in a
blanket if it’s cold or put sunblock on if it’s hot. Talk to your child about how
much you love and care for them.
Sing your ABCs. Do you think the ABC song is for adults or kids? Why? When
we learn to read and write, we need the ABCs.. Think of the biggest adult book
there is—without the ABCs, it’s nothing. Jesus is kind of like the ABCs. Ask
your parent’s to sing the ABCs with you. Remind them that just like we all need
our ABCs, we all need Jesus, all the time!
What is a motto, verse, or quote that always speaks to you? How would your
week look diﬀerent if what always spoke to you was Jesus? Would it change
the way you talk to people, or how you go about chores or work?
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in the New International Version (NIV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: He stopped me in the corridor of the oﬃce and asked who gave me permission. I was a little bit surprised
as the question was not in the usual friendly tone that I was used to from this leader. I tried to gather my thoughts,
and calmly asked, “Permission for what?" He replied, “To pull all these people from around the world to your
conference, the One thing.” “Oh,” I replied, “You mean the One project gatherings. Anyone can come. They are
simply spaces to talk about Jesus. I did not know we needed permission to talk about Jesus.”
Here is my hunch about the Sadducees at the time of the early Church. They were at one point responsible for
sharing faith with the people from the seat of authority the Temple. They did not believe in angels. They had
become comfortable in their positions. They were not willing to engage in learning. They were not open to the
discovery that God had been trying to show them for a long time. The Holy Spirit descended on the apostles, who
did not have the “permission” to speak and lead. The apostles couldn’t contain the experience and knowledge of
Jesus. The Gospel simply flowed out of them. As Luke described it earlier:
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common
men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. —Acts 4:13
God called the angels that these leaders didn’t believe were real to release the apostles from prison. He called the
apostles they didn’t want to listen to and asked them to preach the Gospel to the people. Good things are too hard
to keep to yourself. God does not need permission to share the Gospel. He will move whatever it takes to create
space so that everyone has the chance to hear the Gospel and make a choice for Him. If we are arguing about
permission, we are not focused on the mission. If we are worried about who gets the credit, we have not heard
God’s calling. It is not about us. It is about Him.
Recalibrate: How do we keep our eyes focused on Jesus and not get distracted by external pressure?
Respond: Pray for a continued healthy community.
Research: What story in the Bible best captures a moment with God? How would you share it with a friend?
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Does your child have a favorite blanky or teddy? Something that is so loved
that nothing, not even a new version of the same thing, can replace it? Love
does that; it becomes so much a part of us that we cannot dream of life
without it. Talk about this kind of love with your child today.
Have you ever felt like you weren’t smart enough, not tall enough, or not old
enough to do something? Peter and John must have felt something like that,
too. When they lived, only special people could teach about the Bible, but God
called them to talk about Jesus so they did! Do you think you are ever too
young to talk about Jesus?
When was the last time you compared yourself to someone? Do you think
Peter and John ever compared themselves to the Sadducees, or do you think
they were confident in the message they had to share about Jesus? How can
you find more confidence in Jesus today?
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2018
Refresh: Open with prayer. Ask for the Holy Spirit to open your heart to new understanding and for God’s character
to be revealed.
Read: Acts 5:17-42 in the English Standard Version (ESV). Note 1–3 insights or questions.
Reflect: It is because of the Sadducees’ jealously (Acts 5:17) and fear that they arrested the apostles in the first
place. They ultimately wanted to have them killed. This was not simply a committee disagreement. This was not
“let us agree to disagree.” This was life and death. The apostles had been warned already to stop speaking of
Jesus. Peter’s reply was to draw a deep line in the sand (Acts 5:29-32) and to call everyone out. Perhaps this was
not the Peace 101 negotiation tactic of the year, but it certainly demonstrated a deep, unstoppable conviction.
Naturally, those of us who are Christians look at this story in awe. Peter was not advocating retaliation. He was not
rallying people to go to war. He was not suggesting that the apostles do something horrible in response. He simply
clearly stated that he could only be faithful to God.
Gamaliel, from the school of Hillel, was a Jew who believed in following God’s law but also in giving others the
freedom to decide what is right. He was the teacher for Saul of Tarsus. Shammai was the other school which
believed in following the law and using violence if necessary against those who broke it. That was probably a major
tension for Saul, whose story we will look at in a few weeks. Gamaliel took the view that if his group was right, the
apostles were wrong—but but he also thought it was worth waiting to see if there was truth in what they were
doing. If they were right, they would succeed. He thought the apostles would certainly fail.
The important thing is that the apostles were not teaching an idea. They were not sharing a philosophy. They were
lifting up Jesus. When you lift up Jesus, nothing can stop that message for it is truth. The more you persecute those
who teach it, the more it will grow. The more you ignore those who teach it, the more it will grow. It is not
dependent on human control. Growth comes from an interaction between the Spirit and the heart.
Recalibrate: Where are you on a scale of 1 to 10 in terms of being drawn in by the Spirit?
Respond: Pray for the truth to set you free.
Research: Read one of the suggested commentaries from the bibliography on this passage.
Recharge: Wonder/Adventure/Purpose

Go on a walk and talk with your child. Walk with your child around your home or
your neighborhood talking with God about all that you see and feel. Take time to
watch and listen to the wonderful things around you.
Has anyone ever asked you to be quiet when you wanted to say something really,
really, really important? It’s hard to keep your mouth shut when you have
something exciting to share! The Sadducees wanted to keep the apostles quiet
when they were going to share about Jesus. They didn’t want to hear about Him.
What is something really exciting about Jesus you can share today?
What you say with your words can be extremely powerful, but what you say with
your silence can be just as strong. If the apostles would have kept quiet and talked
about Jesus only amongst themselves, what do you think the world would look like
now. What is something you are keeping quiet (something happy, painful, a
question) about that you need to share this week?
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2018
We hope that you enjoy the message at Walla Walla University Church today. Consider joining one of our
many Sabbath School or Bible Study Groups that meet around campus at or around10:30am (see our bulletin for
exact schedules, wwuchurch.com/bulletin).
Saturday morning schedule
9:30am - First Serve worship service in the sanctuary
10:30am - Sabbath School Classes
11:45am - Second Service in the sanctuary, and streaming live at wwuchurch.com
Other ways to engage:
1. Online Daily Walk: www.wwuchurch.com/#daily
2.
3.
4.
5.

Live Stream: wwuchurch.com or https://livestream.com/accounts/7962515
Archive of service: www.wwuchurch.com/worship-service-archive
Questions or more information? Email church@wallawalla.edu
Want to join a local small group? Email alareece.collie@wallawalla.edu
or visit: wwuchurch.com/small-groups
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