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FRONT MATTER

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION 2015-2016
COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM
Courses designated by a single number are semester courses.
Year courses are designated by an odd number and an even number joined by a hyphen; the work of the two semesters constitutes an integral, indivisible course. Therefore, if a student does not pass the second half of a year-long course, he or she
forfeits credit for the first half and incurs a deficiency as a result of the forfeiture. Students who register for a year course are
required to do both semesters of that course within the same academic year.
In some departments, course numbers have special meanings that are explained in their listings.
REGISTRATION REMINDERS
On-campus students must register online with SELFREG.
1) A course in which registration is deemed insufficient may be withdrawn at the beginning of the semester without prior
notice.
2) An instructor has the right to: a) require a student to drop a course if the student does not attend the first scheduled
meeting of that course; b) refuse permission to add a course if a student has not attended the first scheduled meeting of that
course.
3a) First-year students may take no more than one course with the same course prefix, nor more than two in one department, in a semester.
3b) Sophomores may take no more than two courses with the same course prefix, nor more than three in one department,
in a semester.
3c) Sophomores may take no more than three courses with the same course prefix, nor more than four in one department,
during the full year.
3d) A student may take no more than a total of five courses with the same course prefix, nor more than eight in one department, during the first two years.
3e) Any exception to the above early concentration rule may be requested by a petition to the Committee on Academic
Standing (C.A.S.) filed at the time of registration.
4) An incoming junior must declare a major by filing a “Major Declaration Form” during preregistration. A current junior or
senior may change or add a major by filing a “Major Declaration Form” subject to the approval of the C.A.S.
5) Declaration of two majors is subject to the approval of the C.A.S. Contract majors are ineligible for a second major.
6) Students wishing to undertake an independent study must submit a petition to the C.A.S. before the end of drop/add in
which the student plans to take the independent study.
7) Forms for any of the above requests may be obtained at the Registrar’s Office or at the website.
8) When choosing a course cross-listed in two or more subjects, students should specify which designation they wish to have
recorded—at the time they register for that course.
9) Courses normally meet three times a week in fifty-minute periods, twice a week in seventy-five-minute periods, or once a
week for 150 minutes as indicated within the course description. The days of the week that courses meet are represented by
the first letter of each day, for example, M for Monday (except that R is used for Thursday).
10) Tutorials may not be taken on a pass/fail basis. Students may not drop a tutorial after 4:00 PM on the day before the first
scheduled day of organizational meetings each semester.
THE CURRICULUM
Williams College offers a course of study leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts. The course requirements prescribe both
the number of courses to be completed and the minimum grade level to be achieved; the curriculum also requires that each
student explore several fields of knowledge and concentrate in one. The full requirements for the degree include meeting
the minimum academic standards stated below, residing at the College, fulfilling the distribution requirement, completing a
major, and completing the physical education requirement.
The academic year is divided into two regular semesters and a Winter Study Period. The student takes four courses in each
semester and during January pursues a single program of study on a pass-fail basis.
Winter Study Period, which began in 1967, is intended to provide students and faculty with a dramatically different educational experience. The differences are in the nature of the courses, the nature of the learning experience, and the change
of educational pace and format from the fall and spring semesters. These differences apply to the faculty and students in
several ways: faculty can try out courses with new subjects and techniques that might, if successful, be used later in the
regular terms; they can explore subjects not amenable to inclusion in regular courses; and they can investigate fields outside
their usual areas of expertise. In their academic work, which is graded Honors, Pass, Perfunctory Pass, or Fail, students
can explore new fields at low risk, concentrate on one subject that requires a great deal of time, develop individual research
projects, or work in a different milieu (as interns, for example, or on trips outside Williamstown). In addition, Winter Study
offers students an opportunity for more independence and initiative in a less formal setting, more opportunity to participate
in cultural events, and an occasion to get to know one another better.
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
Academic Requirement:
To be eligible for the Bachelor of Arts degree a student must pass 32 semester courses (at least 29 of which must be regularly
graded A-E, including 19 with grades of C- or better), pass four Winter Study Projects, fulfill the four-part distribution
requirement, complete all requirements for the major including an average of C minus or higher, and complete the physical
education requirement. A student may not repeat a course for which degree credit has been awarded.
Distribution Requirement:
The distribution requirement falls into four parts. Please note that courses used to fulfill these requirements must be regularly graded.
1) DIVISIONAL REQUIREMENT—designed to ensure that in their course of study at Williams, students take an appropriately diverse distribution of courses across the full range of the curriculum.
For the purposes of the requirement, courses are grouped into three divisions: Division I, Languages and the Arts;
Division II, Social Studies; and Division III, Science and Mathematics. A full listing of the subjects in each division appears

below.
Students must complete at least three graded semester courses in each division. Two in each division must be completed
by the end of the sophomore year. No more than two of the courses used to satisfy the requirement may have the same course
prefix. The courses must be taken at Williams or at programs under the direction of Williams College Faculty.
Courses that fulfill the distribution requirement in Division I are designed to help students become better able to
respond to the arts sensitively and intelligently by learning the language, whether verbal, visual, or musical, of a significant
field of artistic expression. Students learn how to develop the capacity for critical discussion, to increase awareness of the
esthetic and moral issues raised by works of art, and to grow in self-awareness and creativity.
Courses which fulfill the Division II requirement consider the institutions and social structures that human beings have
created, whether knowingly or unknowingly, and which in turn markedly affect their lives. These courses are intended to
help the students recognize, analyze, and evaluate these human structures in order that they may better understand themselves and the social world in which they live.
Courses which fulfill the Division III requirement are intended to provide some of the factual and methodological
knowledge needed to be an informed citizen in a world deeply influenced by scientific thought and technological accomplishment, and to cultivate skill in exact and quantitative reasoning.
Courses with the following designations receive divisional distribution credit as indicated:
DIVISION I. Languages and the Arts
Arabic (except 111, 206, 207, 215, 230, 231, 232, 234, 243, 280, 303, 305, 310, 311, 332, 408, 409, 410, 480, 491)
Art History
Art Studio
Asian Studies 103, 274
Chinese (except CHIN 223)
Classics
Comparative Literature
Critical Languages
Dance
English
EXPR 245
French
German
Greek
INTR 252
Italian
Japanese (except JAPN 217, 218, 321, 486T)
Latin
Literary Studies
Maritime Studies 231
Music
Russian
Spanish
Theatre
DIVISION II. Social Studies
Africana Studies
American Studies
Anthropology
Arabic 111, 206, 207, 215, 230, 231, 232, 234, 243, 280, 303, 305, 310, 311, 332, 408, 409, 410, 480, 491
Asian Studies (except 103, 274)
Chinese 223
Cognitive Science
Economics
Environmental Studies 101, 233, 303
Experimental Studies—EXPR (except 245)
History
History of Science (except HSCI 224)
Interdisciplinary Studies—INTR (except INTR 160, 223)
Global Studies
Japanese 217, 218, 321, 486T
Jewish Studies
Justice and Law
Latina/o Studies
Leadership Studies
Maritime Studies 351, 352
Philosophy
Political Economy
Political Science
Psychology (except PSYC 212, 312, 315, 316, 317T, 318)
Public Health (except PHLH 201, 402)
Religion
Science and Technology Studies
Sociology
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies

DIVISION III. Science and Mathematics
Astronomy
Astrophysics
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Environmental Studies 102
Geosciences
History of Science 224
INTR 160, 223
Maritime Studies 104, 211, 311
Mathematics
Neuroscience
Physics
Psychology 212, 312, 315, 316, 317T, 318
Statistics
Please note: Any Environmental Studies course that is also cross-listed with another subject carries distribution credit of
that subject. Other Environmental Studies courses may fulfill distribution requirements as indicated under individual course
listings.
Williams-Exeter Programme at Oxford University tutorial courses (WIOX) may be used toward fulfilling the divisional
distribution requirement; a student may earn a maximum of three distribution requirements, with no more than one from
each division, for the year. All tutorial courses in the Williams-Exeter Programme at Oxford University (WIOX) meet the
Williams College ‘W’ designation, except for those in studio arts, mathematics, and the sciences. Courses at the WilliamsMystic Program may also be used toward fulfilling the distribution requirement as appropriate.
THE EXPLORING DIVERSITY INITIATIVE. Williams College is committed to creating and maintaining a curriculum,
faculty, and student body that reflects and explores a diverse, globalized world and the multi-cultural character of the United
States. Courses designated “(D)” in the College Bulletin are a part of the College’s Exploring Diversity Initiative (EDI); they
represent our dedication to study groups, cultures, and societies as they interact with, and challenge, each other. Through
such
courses, students and faculty also consider the multiple approaches that engage these issues. Rather than simply focus on
the study of specific peoples, cultures, or regions of the world, in the past or present, however, courses fulfilling the requirement actively promote a self-conscious and critical engagement with diversity. They urge students to consider the operations of difference in the world and provide them with the tools to do so. The ultimate aim of the requirement is to lay the
groundwork for a life-long engagement with the diverse cultures, societies, and histories of the United States and the rest
of the world.
Courses that comprise the Exploring Diversity Initiative may fall under a variety of categories, including (but not limited
to) the following:
1. Comparative Study of Cultures and Societies. These courses focus on the differences and similarities between cultures
and societies, and/or on the ways in which cultures, peoples, and societies have interacted and responded to one another
in the past.
2. Empathetic Understanding. These courses explore diverse human feelings, thoughts, and actions by recreating the social,
political, cultural, and historical context of a group in order to imagine why within that context, those beliefs, experiences,
and actions of the group emerged.
3. Power and Privilege. These courses link issues of diversity to economic and political power relations, investigating how
cultural interaction is influenced by various structures, institutions, or practices that enable, maintain, or mitigate inequality
among different groups.
4. Critical Theorization. These courses focus on ways scholars theorize the possibilities of cross-cultural understanding and
interaction; they investigate the ways that disciplines
and paradigms of knowledge both constitute “difference” and are reconfigured by the study of diversity-related questions.
All students are required to complete ONE course that is part of the Exploring Diversity Initiative. Although this course,
which may be counted toward the divisional distribution requirement, may be completed any semester before graduation,
students are urged to complete the course by the end of the sophomore year.
New for students studying away in academic year 2015-2016:
Students wishing to fulfill the EDI requirement via the completion of study away must submit the completed EDI form and
their essay after their return proposing EDI credit for a course or independent study project/research they pursued while
away. The essay will require students to intellectually describe how they believe their study away course or independent
study project/research met one or more of the goals of the Exploring Diversity Initiative; the essay will be considered by the
Director of the Exploring Diversity Initiative working in concert with the Committee on Academic Standing. The essay will
either be accepted or rejected for EDI credit. There is no appeal process, and all decisions are final.
3) QUANTITATIVE/FORMAL REASONING REQUIREMENT is intended to help students become adept at reasoning
mathematically and abstractly. The ability to apply a formal method to reach conclusions, to use numbers comfortably, and
to employ the research tools necessary to analyze data lessen barriers to carrying out professional and economic roles. Prior
to the senior year, all students must pass a Quantitative/Formal Reasoning (QFR) course—those marked with a “(Q).” Stu-

dents requiring extra assistance (as assessed during First Days) are normally placed into Mathematics 100/101/102, which is
to be taken before fulfilling the QFR requirement.
The hallmarks of a QFR course are the representation of facts in a language of mathematical symbols and the use of formal rules to obtain a determinate answer. Primary evaluation in these courses is based on multistep mathematical, statistical,
or logical inference (as opposed to descriptive answers).
4)WRITING REQUIREMENT—All students are required to take two writing-intensive courses: one by the end of sophomore year, and one by the end of the junior year. Students will benefit most from the writing-intensive courses by taking
them early in their college careers, and are therefore strongly encouraged to complete the requirement by the end of the
sophomore year.
The goal of the writing-intensive course requirement is to improve student writing proficiency across disciplines. Students in these courses should expect to receive guidance on style, argumentation, and other significant aspects of writing,
as well as evaluation and criticism of their writing throughout the semester. This may be achieved through a variety of
approaches: brief assignments spaced over the semester, sequenced assignments leading to a longer final paper, etc. Writingintensive courses may also include multiple drafts, conferences, peer review, or class discussions designed to improve writing
skills. A course with a single long paper due at the end of the semester, but with no required or structured means of addressing writing issues, would not be considered writing intensive.
Writing-intensive courses require a minimum of 20 pages of writing and have a maximum enrollment of 19 to allow the
instructor to devote appropriate attention to writing over the course of the semester.
All tutorial courses in the Williams-Exeter Programme at Oxford University (WIOX) meet the Williams College ‘W’
designation, except for those in the studio arts, mathematics, and the sciences.
MAJOR REQUIREMENT
The Major Requirement is designed to assure that all Williams undergraduates will have the experience of disciplined and
cumulative study, carried on over an extended period of time, in some important field of intellectual inquiry. Juniors are
required to declare a major and the selection is normally made at the time of registration in the spring of the sophomore year.
Majors are offered in the following fields:
American Studies
Anthropology
Arabic Studies
Art
Asian Studies
Astronomy
Astrophysics
Biology
Chemistry
Chinese
Classics (Greek, Latin)
Comparative Literature
Computer Science
Economics
English
Environmental Policy
Environmental Science
French
Geosciences
German
History
Japanese
Mathematics
Music
Philosophy
Physics
Political Economy
Political Science
Psychology
Religion
Russian
Sociology
Spanish
Statistics
Theatre
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
GENERAL STRUCTURE OF MAJORS
1) A student ordinarily must elect at least nine semester courses in his or her major field. A major may also require an additional course and/or one Winter Study Project during the junior or senior year.
A student may also fulfill the minimum requirements for a major by taking eight semester courses in the major field and two
semester courses, approved by a major advisor, in associated fields. In interdepartmental majors, such as Political Economy,
a larger number of courses may be required.
2) A prescribed sequence of courses, supplemented by parallel courses, and including a major seminar, is required in some
major fields. Other majors ask the student to plan a sequence of elective courses, including advanced work building on
elementary courses in the field, and ending in a one- or two- semester faculty-organized course or project in the senior year.
All majors provide a system of counseling to help students plan programs reflecting individual interests as well as disciplined

and cumulative patterns of inquiry.
Courses in many major programs require prerequisite courses in related areas. A full description of the detailed structure of each major is found under the heading of that major.
CONTRACT MAJOR
Students who wish to undertake the coherent study of an interdisciplinary subject not covered by a regularly offered major
may propose to be contract majors. Procedures for arranging a contract major and for honors work in such a major are
described in the section, “Courses of Instruction.” Students interested in this option should begin consulting with the Dean’s
Office and with potential faculty advisors early in the sophomore year. A student completing a contract major may not do so
in conjunction with a second major. For further details, click here
TWO MAJORS
A student may complete two majors with the permission of both majors and the Committee on Academic Standing. Although a student may be granted permission to use a course from one major to fulfill a particular requirement in the other,
the student nevertheless must take the minimum number of courses in each field without counting any course twice. A
student may be a candidate for Honors in either or both of the majors, but a course for Honors in one major may not be used
for an Honors course in the other.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENT
The Physical Education requirement provides students the opportunity of establishing and maintaining a general level of
fitness and well-being; of developing abilities in carry-over activities; of discovering and extending their own physical capabilities; and of developing skills in activities with survival implications, such as swimming.
A swim test is required of all first-year students at the start of the academic year. Students who fail to complete the test
must pass a basic swim course given in the Physical Education program during the first quarter of the year.
Students must complete four quarters of physical education by the end of the sophomore year. Students must enroll in
at least two different activities in fulfilling the requirement.
Participation in a fall or spring intercollegiate sport is equivalent to two activity units and participation in a winter sport
is equivalent to three units. A maximum of three credits may be attained while participating in intercollegiate sports with
the exception of a two sport athlete who can fulfill the physical education requirement by totaling four units in two sports.
Students may receive a maximum of two activity units for participation in a club sport; the remaining two units must come
from the physical education activity program.
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT
Students who begin college at Williams must spend a minimum of six semesters in residence at Williams. Students transferring to Williams from other institutions must spend a minimum of four semesters in residence at Williams, and those
entering as sophomores are expected to spend six semesters in residence. Students are considered to be in residence if they
are taking a program of study under the direction of the Williams College Faculty. Students must be in residence for both
semesters of the final year.
The degree requirements must be completed within eight semesters, including any semesters for which a student receives credit while not in residence at Williams. Thus, semesters spent away on exchange or other approved programs at
other colleges are included in the eight semesters.
ADDITIONAL CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate:
At the discretion of the appropriate departments or programs, students presenting satisfactory scores in Advanced Placement tests or International Baccalaureate higher level examinations may be placed in advanced courses not regularly open
to them and/or may receive course credit toward the major or concentration. Therefore, if granted, this credit may be used
as a prerequisite or in partial fulfillment of the major or concentration requirements. AP and IB credit, however, may not
be used to reduce the normal course load of any semester, to make up a deficiency incurred at Williams, or to satisfy the
Distribution Requirement.
Degree Credit Based on A-Level Examination Grades:
Upon petition from the student, the Committee on Academic Standing may award two course credits toward the Williams
degree for each grade of A or B received on an A-Level Examination in a liberal arts discipline. These credits may be used to
accelerate graduation but may not be used to lower the course load during a semester in residence.
Normally, the student must have completed at least one full year of study at Williams and have met minimum academic
standards before the CAS would consider the petition. The petition must include certification that all degree requirements,
including a major, can be fulfilled if the credit is awarded.
Certificate in Foreign Languages:
Certificates are awarded in Arabic, French, German, Russian and Spanish. The certificate confirms a particular degree of
proficiency, cultural literacy and experience with the language in the context of the student’s college education. Seven or
eight courses are required, depending on the language. Please see the individual programs for details and specific requirements.
Combined Program in Liberal Arts and Engineering:
The 3-2 program enables a qualified student to combine a liberal arts education at Williams with undergraduate professional
training in engineering. The student studies at Williams for 3 years, completing 24 courses and 3 Winter Study Projects. He
or she then transfers to The Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science at Columbia University for 2 years
of engineering courses. Upon successful completion of this 5-year program, the student receives a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Williams and a Bachelor of Science degree from Columbia.
During their 3 years at Williams, 3-2 students must complete all of the normal requirements for a Williams degree, including a major and the distribution requirements. Students majoring in the sciences should consult with their department
chair to see if any of the courses taken at Columbia can count toward their Williams major. Only students who have taken
the prerequisite courses, who have at least a 3.30 grade point average in scientific subjects and overall will be recommended

by their major department and approved by the Committee on Academic Standing for this program.
The 3-2 program has an extensive list of prerequisite mathematics and science courses, so it is necessary to plan course
selections at Williams carefully. The Pre-Engineering section of the Physics Department website includes a list of Williams
courses recommended to prospective engineers as well as a link to the list of prerequisites on the Columbia website.
A popular alternative to the 3-2 program is to complete the Williams B.A. in the usual 4 years, majoring in one of the
sciences, and then go directly to a graduate program in engineering. Please see the section of this catalog titled “Preparation
for Graduate and Professional Study.” Also, prospective engineers at Williams have the opportunity to take undergraduate
engineering courses at other institutions through various exchange programs. For information about these opportunities,
please see the section titled “Exchange Programs.”
The pre-engineering advisor, Professor Jefferson Strait, will be happy to assist students interested in any of the options
leading to engineering careers. Many more details about pre-engineering can be found in the Physics Department section
of the College website.
Co-ordinate Programs Offering Concentrations:
In addition to majoring in a field, a student may choose to concentrate elective courses on a single topic or area. Normally, a
student declares a concentration at the time of registration in the spring of the sophomore year. Concentrations are offered
in the following programs:
Africana Studies
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Cognitive Science
Environmental Studies
Global Studies
Jewish Studies
Justice and Law
Latina/o Studies
Leadership Studies
Maritime Studies
Neuroscience
Public Health
Science and Technology Studies
Descriptions of these programs appear under the appropriate heading in this publication. If the co-ordinate program courses
are directly related to the major, a student may be allowed to reduce the number of courses required to complete the major.
Co-ordinate Programs:
A number of programs do not offer concentrations formally, but do provide students with the opportunity to work in
areas that cut across departmental and program lines. These are: Asian American Studies, Bioinformatics, Genomics, and
Proteomics; History of Science; Materials Science Studies; and Performance Studies. They are listed in this publication in
alphabetical order.
These programs provide guidance only and do not appear on transcripts.
Cross-Enrollment Programs:
A limited number of students may register at Bennington College or Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts for courses not
offered by Williams. Interested students should contact the Registrar’s Office about arrangements.
Experiential Education at Williams:
Experiential education, involving “learning by doing” outside the classroom, has been a relatively understated but successful part of the Williams curriculum for a number of years. In addition to the use of traditional laboratory work in the
natural sciences and studio work in art, faculty have been challenging students to become engaged more personally in the
Williams curriculum through field work, whether in the form of research, sustained work on special projects or through
placement with community organizations. Courses which include experiential learning provide students with opportunities
to encounter firsthand the issues that they read and study about, requiring them to apply academic learning to nonacademic
settings and challenging them to use their experiences in those settings to think more critically and deeply about what they
are studying. Courses involving experiential education as defined above range from fully integrated off-campus programs
such as the Williams-Mystic Maritime Studies Program and the Williams in Africa Policy in Action Program to courses
involving a small field research project. The amount and nature of the experiential component(s) varies according to the
instructor’s judgment.
A range of non-credit experiential education opportunities is also available to interested students. Community service, community work-study jobs,, internships, research, special initiatives all provide students the chance to “learn by doing” outside
the classroom. Information on each of these opportunities is provided below.
Community Service:
Opportunities to apply creative energy and initiative abound in community organizations in the Williams College area. Service ranges widely with options such as tutoring in local schools, building homes with Habitat for Humanity, neighborhood
organizing, and trail clearing and river cleanup work. For more information, go to the Center for Learning in Action website
at learning-in-action.williams.edu/opportunities. Internships and Research Opportunities:
A wide variety of summer internship opportunities are available to interested students through the Career Center, the Center
for Environmental Studies (CES), the Zilkha Center, the Williams Outing Club and the Center for Learning in Action Research opportunities are also available through individual departments. More information about each of these opportunities
is available online.
Museum Associates:
The Museum Associates Program of the Williams College Museum of Art provides students an opportunity to broaden their
knowledge of art and art history, to learn about the field of museum education, and to develop valuable communication and

public speaking skills while working with the public. The only academic requirement is the completion of ArtH 101-102. Applications are accepted every spring. For more information, contact Sarah Margerum, WCMA Public Engagement Manager.
For more information about experiential education and community engagement at Williams College, visit the Center for
Learning in Action website at: http://learning-in-action.williams.edu/
Honors Program:
Williams awards the degree with honors to those students who have demonstrated imagination, initiative, and intellectual
independence within the major. The Honors Program requires two or three courses constituting a clearly interrelated pattern
of study, whether in the form of a thesis, specialization within the major, or interdisciplinary study with courses from other
programs or departments. At least one of the courses must be in addition to the minimum number required for the major;
one may be a Winter Study Project. A student who is completing two majors may be a candidate for honors in either or both
of the majors, but a course for honors in one major may not be used as an honors course in the other. Some programs also
award honors for their concentrations.
Individual departments and programs describe special criteria, procedures, and patterns of study for honors in the
“Courses of Instruction” section. Students should consult with their departments on their honors options prior to the senior
year. Before the student has begun the last of the required course units, the department or program determines whether the
student is admitted to honors candidacy. The degree is awarded with Honors or Highest Honors at the end of the senior year
if, in the judgment of the department, its criteria of excellence have been met.
Independent Study:
When a particularly able student wishes to study a subject not covered by the normal offerings of the College, arrangements
may be made to undertake courses of independent study under faculty supervision. Such arrangements are made with the
appropriate department at the time of registration.
Study Away from Williams:
The College encourages students to think about the option of study away as they begin the process of considering major
fields and course requirements during the sophomore year.
All students in good standing with no deficiencies, including financial aid recipients, may study away on approved
programs during all or part of the junior year. Academic credit is earned after evidence of the satisfactory completion of the
program. A student wishing to enroll in another institution or program in this country or abroad, and to transfer credits
earned on this program to Williams, must consult with Dean Laura McKeon and the appropriate department chair early
in the fall semester of the sophomore year. Students are responsible for reading information provided on the Study Away
website (study-away@williams.edu). They should also consult faculty members with expertise in the area or region of interest to them. All students who are curious about the off-campus study option should browse through the reference library
in the Dean’s Office and attend one of the general information meetings that Dean McKeon offers in the fall semester. After
attending an information session, students are free to schedule an appointment with the Dean. Approval is required from
the chair of the student’s major department, Dean McKeon, and the Committee on Academic Standing. Students wishing to
study away for any portion of the junior year must request approval in March of the sophomore year by submitting a petition
to the Dean’s Office including a supporting essay.
When a student decides to accept an offer of admission from a program, he or she must notify the Dean’s Office. The
Committee on Academic Standing will grant formal approval after that with a letter specifying how many credits a student
must earn to equal a semester or year of credit at Williams. Students need to read the Pre-Departure Webinar, take the quiz
and meet all the guidelines provided. Upon return to Williams, students must complete a program evaluation in order to
receive credit.
The Williams Tutorial Program:
The Tutorial Program offers Williams students a distinctive opportunity to take a heightened form of responsibility for their
own intellectual development. No student is required to take a tutorial course, but any student with the appropriate qualifications and interests is invited to do so.
Tutorials at the 100/200 level are designed primarily for first-year students and sophomores; they are usually given enrollment preference for such courses, though interested juniors and seniors are often welcome. Tutorials at the 300/400 level
are designed primarily for juniors and seniors (and, often, for majors in the discipline); first-year students and sophomores
are welcome to apply, but are urged to consult the instructor before registering.
Tutorials place much greater weight than do regular courses—or even small seminars—on student participation. They
aim to teach students how to develop and present arguments; listen carefully, and then refine their positions in the context of
a challenging discussion; and respond quickly and cogently to critiques of their work. Tutorials place particular emphasis on
developing analytical skills, writing abilities, and the talents of engaging in rigorous conversation and oral debate.
The ways in which particular tutorials are conducted vary across the disciplines, but here is a description of how most
tutorials at Williams are organized. Tutorials are usually limited to ten students. At the start of term, the instructor divides
the students into pairs. Each pair meets weekly with the instructor for roughly one hour. Many tutorial courses begin and
end the term with a group seminar, and in a few departments, instructors hold weekly group meetings of all tutorial members to provide background information designed to facilitate the students’ independent work. But the heart of every tutorial
course is the weekly meeting of the two students with the instructor.
At these weekly meetings, one student delivers a prepared essay or presentation (e.g., an analysis of a text or work of art,
a discussion of a problem set, a report on laboratory exercises, etc.) pertaining to the assignment for that week, while the other student—and then the instructor—offer a critique. In the following week, students switch roles. Typically, students write
five or six essays (usually in the range of 4-7 pages) during the term, and offer five or six critiques of their partners’ work.
Since the program’s inception in 1988, students have ranked tutorials among the most demanding—and rewarding—
courses they have taken at Williams. While not designed to be more difficult than other courses, tutorials are nonetheless
challenging, with frequent writing assignments and the expectation that students will be well prepared to participate actively
and effectively in weekly discussions. At the same time, students have consistently placed tutorials among the most enriching
and consequential courses they have taken. They have appreciated the close attention to their writing and argumentation
skills; the opportunity to be held accountable, in a detailed way, for the extended implications of their ideas; the chance to
develop their oral abilities as they engage in debate; and the close intellectual bonds tutorials build between teachers and
students, and students with each other. Many students have formed important advising and mentoring relationships with
their tutorial teachers.

Registration information: Students pre-register for tutorials as they would for any other course (but should first check
the description for prerequisites and to see if permission of the instructor is required). Because of limited enrollments and
the special logistical arrangements involved in organizing tutorials, students may not drop a tutorial after 4:00 PM on the day
before the first scheduled day of organizational meetings each semester. It is therefore important that students determine,
before the start of the term, their interest in and commitment to the course. If they are uncertain whether they wish to take
the tutorial, they should consult with the instructor. Tutorials may not be taken on a pass/fail basis.
More information: Students may obtain detailed information about particular tutorials from the course descriptions
and the instructors. (All tutorials have a “T” after the course number.) For general information, advice, or suggestions about
the program, please contact Associate Professor Bernard Rhie, Tutorial Program Director for 2015-2016, in Stetson 608.
Williams-EPRI-UCT-ISA Cape Town Policy in Action Program:
Williams offers a unique fall semester program of studies in Cape Town, South Africa in partnership with the Economic
Policy Research Institute, ISA and the University of Cape Town. This innovative experiential study away program teaches
students about South African politics, society and development. Students take courses at the University of Cape Town and
the Economic Policy Research Institute where they also hone their research skills through a policy fieldwork placement. The
program’s unique features are the unifying seminar/tutorial on contemporary social and political issues in South Africa and
work on cutting edge development policy projects. This course partners Williams students with South African Parliamentarians and government ministers in a collaborative learning effort focused on policy issues of mutual interest. Interested
students should consult the Dean’s Office or the Williams-EPRI-UCT-ISA website for more information.
Williams-Exeter Programme at Oxford University:
Williams offers a year-long programme of studies at Oxford University in cooperation with Exeter College, Oxford. Based
at Ephraim Williams House, Williams’ study center at Oxford, the Programme is designed to offer the fullest possible integration of the students into the intellectual and social life of one of the world’s great universities. It makes full use of the
Oxford tutorial system and the Oxford three-term calendar is followed. Interested students should consult the Dean’s Office.
Williams-Mystic Maritime Studies Program:
The William-Mystic Seaport Maritime Studies Program offers students a unique opportunity to explore the ocean, to travel
the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coasts, and to undertake original research of their own design in the humanities and sciences.
A term at Williams-Mystic satisfies both a semester’s credit and one winter study requirement, as well as intensive writing
course credit. Four Williams courses are offered as an integrated, multidisciplinary curriculum in the semester-long program at Mystic Seaport, in Mystic, Connecticut: Maritime History, Literature of the Sea, Marine Policy, and either Marine
Ecology or Oceanography (see the American Maritime Studies section in this catalog). Williams College faculty members
serve as the Director and Marine Scientist. Travel includes an offshore voyage on the open ocean sailing aboard a tall ship,
a seminar along the Pacific Coast, and a Louisiana seminar, all of which are cross-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary exercises. Students live in historic, cooperative, coed houses at Mystic Seaport, the world’s largest maritime museum, and have
full access to world-class maritime collections, a maritime library, well-equipped laboratory, and diverse coastal habitats
(where field research can be undertaken in a wide variety of environments, ranging from tidepools and salt marshes to
sandy beaches and estuaries). Students also participate in maritime skills under professional instruction, with choices such
as celestial navigation, maritime art, music of the sea, boat building, or small boat handling and sailing. Williams-Mystic
seeks candidates who are willing to try new things and work in a compelling academic environment. No sailing experience
necessary, and all majors are welcome—a typical semester at Williams-Mystic is represented by 12 to 14 different majors
spanning the sciences and humanities. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors can attend. Interested students should contact
Williams-Mystic at admissions@williamsmystic.org, call (860-572-5359), or visit the website (www.williams.edu/williamsmystic). Williams College students may study away for full year and also attend the Williams-Mystic program for a semester
in the sophomore, junior or senior year.
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS
Attendance:
In order to give students a larger share of responsibility for their own education, Williams College does not administer a
general system of required classroom attendance. The College expects students to make full use of their educational opportunities by regular class attendance and to assume the academic risks incurred by absences.
Although no formal system of class attendance is maintained by the College, instructors may set such standards of attendance as they deem necessary for the satisfactory conduct of their courses. Students who fail to meet these standards may
be warned by the instructor and notice sent to the Dean that continued absence could result in their being dropped from the
course. A failing grade will be assigned to any regularly graded course dropped after the designated course change period.
Students who do not attend the first class meeting in a semester course or Winter Study Project may be required to withdraw
by the instructor. Attendance is required at announced tests and final examinations unless the student is specifically excused
by the instructor or the Dean’s Office. Satisfactory attendance in four quarters of activities approved by the Department of
Physical Education is required except for students excused by the Dean and the Director of Medical Services or the Director
of Psychological Counseling Services.
Registration for fall and spring semesters and for the Winter Study Program takes place at designated periods during
the academic year. There may be a $5 per day late fee for any registration changes accepted after the announced deadlines,
including the subject designation for cross-listed courses.
New students register online in early summer; soon after arrival at Williams, they meet with their assigned Academic
Advisors to discuss the curriculum and their course selections. All course changes for new students are made after these
meetings. During the first two years of study, students are limited in the number of courses they may take in one department
or subject each semester as follows:
a)First-year students may take no more than one course with the same course prefix, nor more than two in one department,
in a semester.
b)Sophomores may take no more than two courses with the same course prefix, nor more than three in one department, in
a semester.
c)Sophomores may take no more than three courses with the same course prefix, nor more than four in one department,
during the full year.
d)A student may take no more than a total of five courses with the same course prefix, nor more than eight in one depart-

ment, during the first two years.
e)Any exception to the above early concentration rule may be requested by a petition (goldenrod) to the Committee on
Academic Standing (C.A.S.) filed at the time of registration.
Course Change Period:
Course changes may be made during a designated period at the beginning of each semester. No course changes may be
made after that period except with the approval of the Committee on Academic Standing, after consultation with the Dean’s
Office. During Winter Study, a second Winter Study Project may be added if the instructor approves but the original Project
may not be dropped. A late fee of $5 per day may be assessed for each course change accepted after the announced deadline.
First-year and first-semester transfer students may be permitted to withdraw from one course (incurring a deficiency but
no grade penalty) as late as the tenth week of the semester. Upperclass students also may withdraw from a course under the
same conditions once in subsequent years. A withdrawal, recorded on the transcript as a “W,” is granted only with the approval of the instructor and a dean and only if there is complete agreement between the instructor and the dean that, despite
conscientious effort to do the work, continuation in the course would be detrimental to the overall educational interest or
health of the student. The deficiency thereby incurred must be removed in the normal manner. See “Deficiencies.”
Course Load:
Students are required to complete four courses each semester. In exceptional cases, students may, upon petition to the Committee on Academic Standing and with departmental approval at the time of registration, elect a pattern of five semester
courses in the fall semester and three in the spring or three in the fall and five in the spring; a pass-fail course cannot be used
as the fifth course in this pattern.
If a student with a disability believes that he/she is unable to pursue a full course of study, the student may petition the
Disabilities and Accommodations Advisory Committee for permission to pursue a reduced course load. Such a petition
must be accompanied by a professional evaluation that addresses the student’s inability to maintain a full course of study
and discusses the rationale for a reduced course load. Upon consideration of a student’s petition and supporting documentation, the Disabilities and Accommodations Advisory Committee makes a recommendation to the Committee on Academic
Standing, which renders decisions. Such cases are considered on an individual basis and may be initiated at any time during
the student’s tenure at Williams.
Pass-Fail Option:
Students may take up to 3 courses on a pass-fail basis (but no more than one in any given semester). Students may designate a course pass-fail at any point after drop/add up to the tenth week of the semester. Once a course has been designated
pass-fail, however, this designation cannot be changed. Students must achieve a minimum grade of D- in a pass-fail course
to receive a “P”. An “F” in a pass-fail course will be recorded as an “E” on students’ records and will count toward the GPA,
but a “P” will not.
Courses taken pass-fail cannot subsequently be used to fulfill distributional requirements (divisional, W, Q, and EDI).
No course counting toward a major, certificate, or concentration can be taken pass-fail unless this course is the first one
taken toward that credential. (In rare circumstances, chairs of programs or departments may grant exceptions to this rule.)
Students may designate a fifth course as one of their pass-fail options, similarly by the tenth week of the semester.
Courses taken pass-fail as part of a four-course load or as a fifth course to make up a course deficiency will count toward
graduation; courses taken pass-fail as an extra course will not count toward graduation.
Instructors have the option of designating any of their courses not eligible for the pass-fail option.
Fifth-Course Option (limited to courses that can be taken pass/fail):
Except in the case of the unbalanced course program described above, a student may, by the end of drop/add, enroll in a fifth
course that must be designated as an extra graded course. An extra course may be dropped any time up to the sixth week of
the semester. If a student chooses to continue in the course, he or she must decide by the tenth week whether to complete the
course on an A-E graded basis or change the course to pass/fail. An extra course graded “Pass” may not be used to fulfill distribution or major, concentration, or certificate requirements (under rare circumstances, the chair of the relevant program
or department may grant an exception to this rule) or to accelerate graduation, but may be used to make up a deficiency
from a prior semester as one of the 32 semester courses required to complete the degree. An extra course completed as a fifth
A-E graded course may be used to fulfill distribution or major, concentration, or certificate requirements or to make up a
deficiency incurred in a prior term, but not to accelerate graduation. The grade received will be included in the calculation
of the student’s cumulative grade-point average.
Winter Study Project:
Students must pass a Winter Study Project in each of their four years. Winter Study Projects are graded Honors, Pass, Perfunctory Pass, or Fail. All work for Winter Study Projects must be submitted by the last day of the Winter Study Program;
work may be accepted after this date only with the permission of a dean. Students who fail their Winter Study Projects will
be placed on Academic Probation by the Committee on Academic Standing and will be required to make up the deficiency.
(See “Deficiencies.”) Students who fail through gross neglect of work will normally be required to resign. A student who
receives a second Perfunctory Pass grade in Winter Study will be required to pass a fifth course in the following spring or
fall semester.
A-E Grading System and Records:
Williams uses the following system of grades: A, excellent; B, good; C, fair; D, passing; E, failing. These letters, with plus and
minus value, have the following numerical equivalents in calculating grade averages:
A+
= 4.33
B+
= 3.33
C+
= 2.33
D+
= 1.33
A
= 4.00
B
= 3.00
C
= 2.00
D
= 1.00
E=0
A= 3.67
B= 2.67
C= 1.67
D= 0.67
A permanent record of each student’s grades is kept and this official record forms the basis for any academic action by the
College.
A transcript of a student’s cumulative academic record is available from the Registrar’s Office upon written request.
Transcripts will not be issued for students who are in financial arrears.
Provisions relating to student records, access to them, and safeguards on their use are in the Student Handbook.

First-Year Student Warnings:
In the middle of each semester, instructors report to the Registrar those first-year students whose grades at that time are
unsatisfactory. The students and their academic advisors receive notices of warnings as a matter of routine.
Extensions of Deadlines:
Deadlines for course work are set by the instructor with the following limitations:
•for courses with final exams, the latest that written work may be due is 5:00 p.m. on the last day of reading period.
•for courses without final exams, the latest that written work may be due is 5:00 pm. on the third-to-last day of the exam
period.
If work is due before these deadlines, the instructor may grant an extension up to these deadlines solely at his or her
discretion. Short extensions beyond these deadlines may be granted by a dean but only with the concurrence of the instructor. No extensions will be granted beyond the examination period except in the case of serious illness.
Instructors may require students who have missed announced quizzes or hour tests to present satisfactory explanations
to a dean before they are permitted to make up the exercises.
If a student is absent from a final examination, a make-up examination may be given only with the permission of a dean
and at a time determined by the dean.
Deficiencies:
When a student falls behind in course credits because of a failure or course withdrawal, he or she has a deficiency. Deficiencies can be made up only by courses taken after the deficiencies have been incurred. Thus, for example, Advanced Placement
credits may not be used to make up deficiencies.
A student must make up a deficiency in one of these ways:
1) obtain a grade of at least C minus in a summer school course, approved in advance by the Registrar, at a regionally accredited four-year college or university; (the grade will not, however, be included in the calculation of the student’s cumulative
grade point average).
2) pass an extra course, either on a pass-fail or on an A-E graded basis, at Williams in the semester following the withdrawal
or failure.
3) in the case of a first-semester failure of a year-long language course, obtain a grade of at least a C minus in the work of
the second semester of that course. The failure for the first semester will, however, remain on the student’s record and will be
included in the cumulative grade point average.
A deficiency must normally be made up before the start of the following academic year, or in the case of a deficiency
incurred in the spring semester, no later than the following fall semester. A student may, in consultation with the Dean’s
Office, petition the Committee on Academic Standing with an alternate plan.
Separation for Low Scholarship:
It is the policy of Williams College not to permit a student to remain in residence after it has become evident that he or she
is either unable or unwilling to maintain reasonable standards of academic achievement. At the end of each term, the Committee on Academic Standing reviews all academic records that fail to meet the following minimum academic requirements:
For first-year students: Three grades of C minus or better and no failures each semester, and at least Perfunctory Pass
on the Winter Study Project
For upperclass students: Four grades of C minus or better, or three grades of C minus or better and a Pass each semester,
and at least Perfunctory Pass on the Winter Study Project
Students whose records fail to meet these minimum academic requirements or whose records otherwise fail to show
adequate progress may receive an academic reminder, be placed on academic probation, or be required to resign.
Students who are required to resign from the College for academic reasons are normally not permitted to return for at
least one year from the date of their resignation. A student who has been required to resign from the College may petition
the Committee on Academic Standing through the Dean for reinstatement on two conditions only: all deficiencies must have
been made up and a letter submitted to the Committee that offers convincing evidence that the student is ready and able to
complete work toward a degree at Williams without further interruption.
When required to resign, students must vacate their rooms promptly. Financial aid students must also see the Director
of Financial Aid before leaving to discuss loan repayment and renewal of aid in the event of readmission.
A student who fails to meet minimum academic standards in his or her final semester at Williams may be required by
the Committee on Academic Standing to meet them by earning grades of at least C minus elsewhere before the B.A. will be
awarded. If such work is required, it must be completed within three years unless stipulated otherwise, and the courses must
be approved in advance by the Registrar.
Withdrawal from the College in Good Standing:
Students may request personal leaves of absence from a dean and, if granted, withdraw from the College. Such time away,
often as a period of reassessment and self evaluation, can prove to be beneficial educationally. A withdrawal in good standing may be granted for not less than one semester and not more than three years. Students who withdraw in good standing
are readmitted with the approval of the Dean’s Office and are expected to complete the degree without further interruption.
Students may request permission from a dean to withdraw at any time. If a student is granted a personal leave of absence
after the semester begins, but before the end of the drop/add period, the transcript will list the date of withdrawal as the day
before the term began. If a personal leave is granted after the end of the drop/add period, but before the end of the eighth
week of the semester, the transcript will list the date of withdrawal, but the semester will not count toward the maximum
of eight allowed to complete the degree. If a personal withdrawal is allowed after the eighth week of the semester, the transcript will list the date of withdrawal and the courses in progress, each with a W; the semester will normally count toward
the maximum of eight allowed to complete the degree and the student will incur deficiencies that must be made up before
returning to the College.
Refunds:
Payment refund or credit in the event of withdrawal can be found online: http://web.williams.edu/admin/registrar//geninfo/
expenses.pdf.

Eligibility for and Completion of Majors:
To be eligible for any major, students must have received grades of C minus or better in each course in the major taken in
the first two years of college and Honors or Pass on any Winter Study Project taken in the major department or program.
(To determine students’ eligibility, department or program chairs may look at grades behind pass-fail courses.) A senior
may enter a major only upon the approval of the department or program chair and the Committee on Academic Standing.
All semester courses in the major must be taken on an A-E graded basis, unless a course is the first in the major; in that
case, it can be taken pass-fail. (In rare instances, and only with the permission of the relevant chair, students may be allowed
to count a second pass-fail course for the major.) In addition to passing each major course and, where required, a major
Winter Study Project, the student must maintain an average in the major of 1.67 or higher. Seniors who have an average
below 1.67 in the major field normally will not be allowed to continue. A senior who receives a grade of E in the first semester
of a required major course may be dropped from the College at mid-year. A student who falls below these standards may
continue in the major only with the approval of the Committee on Academic Standing.
A senior major exercise is not required by every department or program but is by some. All departments or programs
requiring such an exercise specify it as such in the description of their majors in the “Courses of Instruction” section, and all
students in those departments or programs must complete the exercise satisfactorily.
Eligibility for Extracurricular Activities:
A student is eligible to represent the College in any athletic, dramatic, literary, or musical event and be in the student government, or other organization as a member, substitute, or officer, unless he or she is declared ineligible:
1) by the Dean;
2) by vote of the Discipline Committee; or
3) by vote of the Committee on Academic Standing because of a dangerously low record.
The Student Honor Committee may recommend to the Dean loss of eligibility as a penalty for a violation of the Honor Code.
Dean’s List:
All students who attain a semester average of 3.50 or higher in a program of four or more courses taken on an A-E graded
basis are placed on the Dean’s List for that semester. (Note: students with three courses taken on an A-E graded basis and one
pass-fail course are not eligible for the Dean’s List).
Phi Beta Kappa Society:
Students of the highest academic standing are eligible for election to membership in the Phi Beta Kappa Society in accordance with the following rules:
1) The requirements for election to membership shall be a grade point average of 3.3 and Honors or Pass in all required
Winter Study Projects. There shall be two elections of new members for each class, at the end of the junior and senior years.
2) At the end of the junior year, all students in the highest five percent of the class, ranked by cumulative grade point average,
shall be eligible for election provided they have met the requirements and have completed enough courses to be considered
candidates for the B.A. degree in the following year. A student who leaves Williams at the end of the junior year to attend
graduate school may be elected under the above procedures.
At the end of the senior year, all students not yet elected and in the highest 12.5 per cent of the class, ranked by cumulative grade point average, shall be eligible for election provided they have met the requirements.
3) Students shall be eligible for election only if they have been students at Williams College for at least two years.
4) Honorary members may be elected from distinguished alumni of at least twenty years’ standing. No more than one such
member shall be elected each year.
5) Any student who shall have gained his or her rank by unfair means or who in the judgment of the Dean of the College is
not of good moral character is ineligible to election.
6) The name of a member elect shall be entered on the roll only after he or she has accepted the election and has paid to the
Treasurer the regular entrance fee.
7) Any undergraduate member who withdraws from the College before graduation or who falls short of the minimum Phi
Beta Kappa scholastic standing may, upon a two-thirds vote of the members present at the annual meeting, be deprived of
membership in the society.
8) Any undergraduate member who is expelled from the College shall be deprived of membership in the Society.
9) While connected with Williams College as an officer of instruction or administration, any graduate of Williams College
who is a member of another chapter of Phi Beta Kappa shall be considered a regular member of the Williams chapter.
10) While connected with Williams College as professor, associate professor or assistant professor, or an officer of administration, any member of another chapter of Phi Beta Kappa shall have all the privileges of the Williams chapter, including
holding office and voting. While connected with Williams College, any other officer of instruction or administration who is
a member of another chapter shall have all the privileges of the Williams chapter, except holding office and voting.
Awarding of Degrees:
By vote of the Trustees, the degree of Bachelor of Arts is conferred at Commencement upon students who have completed
the requirements as to courses and grades to the satisfaction of the Faculty. The right to a degree may, however, be forfeited
by misconduct at any time prior to the conferring of the degree. No degree in absentia will be conferred except by special
vote of the Trustees on petition presented to the Dean. Diplomas will not be authorized for students who have not paid College charges or have not returned all books belonging to the library.
Graduation with Distinction:
The Faculty will recommend to the Trustees that the degree of Bachelor of Arts with distinction be conferred upon those
members of the graduating class who have passed all Winter Study Projects and obtained a four-year average in the top:
35% of the graduating class
— Bachelor of Arts cum laude or higher
15% of the graduating class
— Bachelor of Arts magna cum laude or higher
2% of the graduating class
— Bachelor of Arts summa cum laude

LEGEND: COURSE ATTRIBUTE CODES
Africana Studies (AFR)
AFRC

Core Electives

American Studies (AMST)
AMSTA
AMSTO
AMSTC
AMSTS
AMSTP

Arts in Context Electives
Comp Studies in Race, Ethnicity,
Diaspora
Critical and Cultural Theory Electives
400-level Senior Seminars
Space and Place Electives

Arabic Studies (ARAB)
ARABE

Arabic Studies Electives

Art History (ARTH)
ARTH14
ARTH18
ARTHMA
ARTHNW

Pre-1400
Pre-1800
Middle East, Asia and Africa
Non-Western Art

Asian American Studies (ASAM)
ASAMC
ASAMR

Core
Related

Asian Studies (ASST)
ASSTE

Interdepartmental Electives

Bioinformatics, Genomics and Proteomics
(BGNP)
BGNPC
BGNPR
BGNPE

Core Courses
Recommended Courses
Related Courses

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
(BIMO)
BIMOE
BIMOR

Interdepartmental Electives
Required

Cognitive Science (COGS)
COGSE
COGSR

Interdepartmental Electives
Related

Critical Reasoning (CRAS)
CRASR

Critical Reasoning + Analytical Skills

English (ENGL)
ENGL79
ENGL17
ENGL19
ENGLCR
ENGLG
ENGLA
ENGLB
ENGLC
ENGLW

1700-1900
Pre-1700
Post-1900
Criticism
200-level Gateway
Literary Histories A
Literary Histories B
Literary Histories C
Creative Writing

Environmental Studies (ENVI)
ENVIC
ENVIH
ENVIN
ENVIP

Core
Humanities, Arts + Social Science Electives
Natural World Electives
Environmental Policy

Enviromental Policy (ENVP)
ENVPC
ENVPT
ENVPA
ENVPB
ENVPM
ENVPTA
ENVPSC
ENVPSA
ENVPSB

Core
PTL Theory/Method
PE-A Group Electives
PE-B Group Electives
PE Theory/Methods
PTL-A Group Electives
SC Theory/Method
SC-A Group Electives
SC-B Group Electives

Environmental Science (ENVI)
ENVSBA
ENVSBB
ENVSCA

Group EB-A Electives
Group EB-B Electives
Group EC-A Electives

ENVSCB
ENVSC
ENVSGA
ENVSGB
ENVSGC
ENVSM

Group EC-B Electives
Core
Group EG-A Electives
Group EG-B Electives
Group EG-C Electives
Methods

Experiential Education (EXPE)
EXPEE

Experiential Education

Global Studies (GBST)
GBSTAS
GBSTBO

GBSTEA
GBSTEC
GBSTLA
GBSTME
GBSTRE
GBSTSA
GBSTUR

African Studies Electives
Borders, Exiles + Diaspora Studies
Electives
East Asian Studies Electives
Economic Development Studies Electives
Latin American Studies Electives
Middle Eastern Studies Electives
Russian + Eurasian Studies Electives
South + Southeast Asia Studies Electives
Urbanizing World Electives

Geosciences (GEOS)
GEOSSE
GEOSSG
GEOSPL

Solid Earth
Environmental Geosciences
Earth Surface Processes + Life

History (HIST)
HISTA
HISTB
HISTC
HISTD
Caribbean
HISTE
HISTF
HISTG
HISTP

Group A Electives - Africa
Group B Electives - Asia
Group C Electives - Europe and Russia
Group D Electives - Latin America +
Group E Electives - Middle East
Group F Electives - U.S. + Canada
Group G Electives - Global History
Group P Electives - Premodern

History of Science (HSCI)
HSCIE

Interdepartmental Electives

Justice and Law Studies (JLST)
JLSTE
JLSTI
JLSTL

Interdepartmental Electives
Enactment/Applications in Institutions
Theories of Justice/Law

Jewish Studies (JWST)
JWSTC
JWSTE
JWSTG

Core Electives
Elective
Gateway

Latina/o Studies (LATS)
LATSR

LATSC
LATSO
LATSS

Comparative Race + Ethnic Studies
Electives
Core Electives
Countries of Origin + Transnational- ism
Electives
400-level Seminars

Leadership Studies (LEAD)
LEADS
LEADE
LEADM
LEADF

American Domestic Leadership
Ethical Issues of Leadership
Facets or Domains of Leadership
American Foreign Policy Leadership

Maritime Studies (MAST)
MASTE

Interdepartmental Electives

Materials Science Studies (MTSC)
MTSCR
MTSCE

Core Courses
Related Courses

Music (MUS)
MUSA
MUSB
MUSW

Group A Electives
Group B Electives
World Music/Ethnomusicology

Neuroscience (NSCI)
NSCIA
NSCIB
NSCIR
NSCIE

Group A Electives
Group B Electives
Required Courses
Interdepartmental Electives

Philosophy (PHIL)
PHILH
PHILM
PHILV

History
Contemporary Metaphysics &
Epistemology
Contemporary Value Theory

Public Health (PHLH)
PHLHB
PHLHD
PHLHC
PHLHM
PHLHE
PHLHN
PHLHG
PHLHI

Bioethics + Interpretations of Health
Biomedical Determinants of Health
Core Courses
Decision-Making by Institutions +
Individuals
Demography: Population Processes
Environmental Health
Global Health
History of Medicine

Political Economy (POEC)
POECUS
POECPP
POECIN
POECR

U.S. Political Economy + Public Policy
Comparative POEC/Public Policy Courses
International Political Economy
Required Courses

Political Science (PSCI)
PSCIAP
PSCICP
PSCIIR
PSCIRE

American Politics
Comparative Politics
International Relations Research
Political Theory

Psychology (PSYC)
PSYC1
PSYC2
PSYC3
PSYC4
PSYC5
PSYC6
PSYC7
PSYCA
PSYCB
PSYCE

Area 1 - Behavioral Neuroscience
Area 2 - Cognitive
Area 3 - Developmental
Area 4 - Social
Area 5 - Clinical
Area 6 - Other/Interdisciplinary
Area 7 - Educational
200-level Group A Courses
200-level Group B Courses
Empirical Lab Course

Religion (REL)
RELAD
RELCT
RELCI
RELCR
RELEA
RELIS
RELJW
RELNA
RELSA
RELTH

Africa + Diaspora
Christian Tradition
Comparative Inquiry
Contemp Critical Inquiry
East Asian Tradition
Islamic Tradition
Jewish Tradition
North American
South Asian Tradition
Body of Theory

Science and Technogy Studies (SCST)
SCSTE
SCSTR

Electives
Related Courses

Williams Program in Teaching
TEACR
TEACS

Related
Teaching Sequence

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
(WGSS)
WGSSR
WGSST

Racial,Sexual,Cultural Div
Theory

COURSES OF STUDY

HOW TO USE THIS CATALOG:

1898: Spain’s Fin de Siglo and the Crisis of Ideas
(RLSP202-I)
In this class we will read the works of some of
modern Spain’s influential writers from the late
part of the nineteenth century and the first three
decades of the twentieth. Our aim is to understand how fiction and philosophy represented this
significant time in Spain’s history. The loss of the
war with the U.S. in 1898, the turbulent shifts of
power within the country, Spanish regional identities, and the cultural and intellectual movements
that shaped Spain on the eve of the Civil War are
among the key issues we will address. Prereq:
RLSP 105 or RLSP 200, or results of the placement
test, or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: 2
short papers, one long research paper, and oral
presentations.
SPR SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

L. Rouhi

20th C. American Blackness (AFR378-II,
ENGL381-I)
his team-taught course will examine black
American identity by way of its singular station
in American culture. This course will examine
the efforts of various artists (of the latter half of
the twentieth century and into the twenty-first) to
use literature, theater, music, visual arts, cinema,
dance, and style to explore and express our
strivings with black singularity. Prereq: a 100-level
ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP English
Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher
Level IB English exam. Preferences: senior majors,
seniors, majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly journal, one
15-page paper, steady and thoughtful class participation. AMSTA.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

S. Lee, D. Smith

A History of an African City (AFR313-II,
ENVI306-II, HIST307-II)
The city of Nairobi was founded solely to serve
the needs of white colonials and settlers. Fifty years
later--in the 1960s--it had become dominated by
Africans and is now, in the 21st Century, a major
global city with over 4 million people. This course
will trace the history of Nairobi from the 19th
century to the present.
We will focus on the city’s political and economic
development, its racial conflicts, as well as the
daily experience of various groups of city dwellers.
Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors; History majors.
Rqmt/Eval: two 7-page papers and one 12- to 15page paper. GBSTAS, GBSTUR, HISTA.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

K. Mutongi

A History of Islam in Africa (AFR303-II,
ARAB303-II, GBST303-II, HIST303-II,
REL303-II)
This course examines the history of Islam in
Africa from the seventh century to the present. We
will examine the spread of Islam in different parts
of Africa. We will then analyze the social, political,
economic, and cultural impact of Islam on African
societies, the interaction between Islam and indigenous African institutions, the Islamic revolutions
in the nineteenth century, the impact of European
colonial rule on Muslim societies, and the development of Islam in the post-independence era.
Prereq: none. Preferences: lottery. Rqmt/Eval:
two 7-page papers and one 12- to 15-page paper.
GBSTAS, HISTA.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

K. Mutongi
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Abstract Algebra (MATH355-III, Q)
Algebra gives us tools to solve equations. The
integers, the rationals, and the real numbers
have special properties which make algebra work
according to the circumstances. In this course, we
generalize algebraic processes and the sets upon
which they operate in order to better understand,
theoretically, when equations can and cannot be
solved. We define and study abstract algebraic
structures such as groups, rings, and fields. This
course introduces students to abstract rigorous
mathematics. Prereq: MATH 250 or permission
of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
primarily on problem sets and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
T. Garrity
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
A. Pacelli

Acquiring Art: Selecting and Purchasing
Objects For WCMA (ARTH327-I, ARTH557-I,
ECON227-II)
Students will work together to identify and
propose objects for addition to WCMA’s collection,
and to determine criteria for evaluating and acquiring these objects in the most economical way
possible. Working with WCMA staff and advisors
the class will select the objects and implement the
strategy for acquisition using a significant budget
provided to the course. The acquired objects will
become part of the permanent WCMA collection.
Prereq: ECON 110 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: senior majors in Art History, Economics and Political Economy; graduate students
will be admitted only by permission of instructors.
Rqmt/Eval: three papers of 10-15 pages each and
class participation; student teams will make proposals for objects;each student will be required to
submit three papers, dealing with the objects, the
likely cost, and the best strategy. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

K. Murphy, S. Sheppard

Acrylic Painting (ARTS241-I)
In this course, we will explore the options that
painting with acrylic can offer. The class will focus
on developing necessary technical skills, such
as the manipulation of color, value, surface, and
texture. We will also consider issues of content in
a diverse range of approaches, including painting
from life (still life and portraits), abstraction, and
some mixed media. The particular characteristics
of acrylic paint will be explored in a variety of
processes. Prereq: ARTS 100. Preferences: Art
majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on the
quality of work, investment of time, participation
in critiques, and attendance.
SPR STU: M 1:10-3:50

Acting I (THEA103-I)
This course deals with the development of
intellectual and emotional resources required for
the actor and will explore an acting technique
based on the work of Russian actor and director
Constantin Stanislavsky. Students will examine
the power of public presence through theory and
practice while expanding their talents, sensitivity, and imagination. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-year students or sophomores considering the
Theatre major. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on committed participation in class, preparation
and performance of assigned material, and some
modest written assignments.
SPR STU: MR 1:10-2:25, MR 2:35-3:50
O. Sangare

Acting III: Physical Theatre and Body Language
(THEA306-I)
This course for advanced students of acting
will focus on particular aspects of performance
as determined by the instructor in each semester
in which the course is taught. Topics may include
acting in verse drama, movement for the actor,
voice, performing Shakespeare, aspects of physical
theatre, non-realist acting, etc. The course will be
taught by members of the Theatre faculty and/or
Guest Artists, and may be repeated by students as
instructors and topics change. Prereq: permission
of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on committed participation in class, and preparation and performance of assigned material.
FALL STU: MR 1:10-2:25
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B. Takenaga

O. Sangare

Actually Existing Alternative Economies
(WGSS244-II, D, W)
Capitalism has a way of constricting our
imaginations so that we come to believe the only
possible form of economic institution is one based
on profit seeking, competition & individualism.
Movements in countries including Brazil, Canada
& Spain are demonstrating otherwise. Theorists,
practitioners & social activists are adopting labels
including ‘Solidarity Economy’ & ‘New Economy’
to group economic activities based on ideals of
human provisioning, social justice & environmental sustainability. Prereq: none; open to sophomores and above. Preferences: seniors. Rqmt/Eval:
students will meet Professor every week in pairs.
Each week one student will write a 5- to 7-page
essay and the other student will offer a critique.
P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

K. Honderich

Adultery in the Nineteenth-Century Novel
(COMP259-I, ENGL261-I, WGSS259-II, W)
In this tutorial, we will read four novels written
between 1850 and 1900, all of which focus on
the figure of the adulteress: Gustave Flaubert’s
Madame Bovary, (1856), Lev Tolstoy’s Anna
Karenina (1873-77), Leopoldo Alas y Ureña’s La
Regenta (1884-85), and Theodor Fontane’s Effi
Briest (1894). We will focus on how and why the
adulteress played a key role in the cultural imagination of Europe during this time. Prereq: none.
Preferences: students who have already taken at
least one course devoted to literature at Williams.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on completion
of weekly reading and writing assignments, as well
as active engagement during tutorial sessions. P/F
not available. ENGLB.
SPR TUT: TBA

J. Cassiday

Advanced Algorithms (CSCI356-III, Q)
This course explores advanced concepts in the
design and analysis of provably efficient algorithms
and data structures. We’ll study algorithmic
complexity, randomized and approximation
algorithms, geometric algorithms, and advanced
data structures. Topics will include combinatorial
algorithms for packing and covering problems,
algorithms for proximity and visibility problems,
linear programming, approximation schemes,
hardness of approximation, search, and hashing.
Prereq: CSCI 256; CSCI 361 is recommended but
not required. Preferences: current or expected
Computer Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
is based on weekly problem sets, several small
programming projects, weekly paper summaries,
and a small, final project. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TBA

W. Lenhart

Advanced Arabic I (ARAB301-I)
This course is a continuation of Intermediate
Arabic. It focuses on expanding the students’
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar while
stressing the development of reading, spoken,
and written skills in Modern Standard Arabic.
The material covered in class will include lessons
from the Al-Kitaab series, as well as literary and
multi-media works. Emphasis will be placed on
increasing cultural literacy. Class is conducted in
Arabic. Prereq: two semesters of Intermediate
Arabic or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
active class participation, completion of all written
assignments, quizzes, a midterm, and a final exam.
ARABE.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

TBA

Advanced Arabic II (ARAB302-I)
This course is a continuation of Intermediate
Arabic. It focuses on expanding the students’
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar while
stressing the development of reading, spoken, and
written skills in Modern Standard Arabic. Prereq:
ARAB 301 or permission of instructor. ARABE.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

A. Vargas
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Advanced Chemical Concepts (CHEM256-III)
This course treats an array of topics in modern
chemistry, emphasizing broad concepts that connect and weave through the various subdisciplines
of the field--biochemistry, inorganic chemistry,
organic chemistry, and physical chemistry. It
provides necessary background in chemical
science for students who are planning advanced
study or a career in chemistry, biological science,
geoscience, environmental science, or a health
profession. Topics include coordination complexes,
thermodynamics, electrochemistry, kinetics, and
nuclear chemistry. Prereq: CHEM 251/255, or
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is
based on homework assignments, laboratory work,
hour tests, and a final exam. BIMOR, ENVSCB,
MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

SPR LEC: MF 8:30-9:45

M. He

C. Lovett

Advanced Chinese (CHIN401-I, D)
Course materials include films featuring Chinese
speakers from various segments of society; and
newspaper articles dealing with Chinese politics
and economics as well as selections from modern
Chinese literature. Conducted in Mandarin. This is
an EDI course. In addition to involving immersion
in a classroom Chinese environment, we will focus
much on the ways that various cultural issues are
perceived and addressed differently (and, in many
instances, in similar ways) in China and the US.
Prereq: CHIN 302 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Chinese majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom performance, short
essays every other week, homework, quizzes, tests,
and a final exam; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: MF 8:30-9:45

Advanced Chinese (CHIN402-I, D)
Course materials include films featuring Chinese
speakers from various segments of society; and
newspaper articles dealing with Chinese politics
and economics as well as selections from modern
Chinese literature. Conducted in Mandarin. This is
an EDI course. In addition to involving immersion
in a classroom Chinese environment, we will focus
much on the ways that various cultural issues are
perceived and addressed differently (and, in many
instances, in similar ways) in China and the US.
Prereq: CHIN 401 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Chinese majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom performance, short
essays every other week, homework, quizzes, tests,
and a final exam; weekly conference.

M. He

Advanced Composition and Conversation
(RLSP105-I)
This course involves intensive practice in
speaking and writing. Students are also expected to participate actively in daily conversations
based on the study of our grammar book, as well
as selected short stories by Latin American and
Peninsular writers. In addition, they will write
frequent compositions and perform regular,written
grammar exercises. Conducted in Spanish. Students
who successfully complete this course with a
grade of B - or above may not take 106, inasmuch
as the grammatical content of 106 is very similar
to 105. Prereq: RLSP 103 and 104 or by Spanish
placement exam. Preferences: first-years, then
sophomores, then juniors, and then seniors, with
priority to those considering a major in Spanish.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on homework,
class participation, compositions, a midterm, and
a final exam; this course requires students to have
produced 15-20 or more pages of writing by the
end of the semester; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
K. Ringer-Hilfinger
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Advanced Composition and Conversation
(RLSP106-I)
This course is not a continuation of RLSP 105,
and there is no need to take it if the student has
successfully completed 105 with a grade of B- or
above. Written and oral work will be based on
selected short stories by Latin-American writers.
weekly compositions, plus regular exercises in the
language laboratory. Prereq: RLSP 103, RLSP 104
or by Spanish placement exam. Preferences: firstyears, then sophomores, then juniors, and then
seniors, with priority to those considering a major
in Spanish. Rqmt/Eval: a weekly essay based on the
stories read in class, written laboratory exercises,
participation in the grammatical and literary
discussions, quizzes, a midterm, and a final exam;
weekly conference.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

K. Ringer-Hilfinger

Advanced Conversation in French: French
and Francophone Identities in the Media
(RLFR107-I)
This course in Advanced Conversation in French
is designed to develop students’ skills in spoken
French while learning about French and Francophone cultures. Students will increase vocabulary
and fluency through interactive discussions, and
will improve their pronunciation and both oral and
written comprehension through different media:
the press, television, movies, plays, and songs. We
will discuss questions of French and Francophone
identities, the Second World War, immigration,
and current events. Prereq: RLFR 104 or RLFR 105
or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
based on class participation, quizzes, midterm, and
a final oral presentation.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

TBA

Advanced Fiction Workshop: Form and
Technique (ENGL385-I)
A course for students with experience writing
fiction and an understanding of the basics of plot,
character, setting, and scene. Through close study
of stories in both traditional and unusual forms,
we’ll examine how a story’s significant elements
are chosen, ordered, and arranged; how the story
is shaped; how, by whom, and to what purpose it’s
told. Students will write new stories, employing the
forms and techniques studied, and discuss them in
workshop. Prereq: ENGL 283 or 384, or permission of instructor. Preferences: selection is based
on writing sample, if prerequisites are satisfied.
Rqmt/Eval: regular attendance, active participation in workshop, weekly 1-2 pp brief imitations
of assigned stories, two 8-18 pp story drafts for
discussion in workshop, and a final portfolio of at
least two revised, polished stories. ENGLW.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

A. Barrett

Advanced French: Advanced Studies in
French Language and Francophone Culture
(RLFR105-I)
In this course, we will concentrate on expanding
your vocabulary and polishing your written and
oral skills while focusing on the analysis and
discussion of French and Francophone cultures
and the concepts that define them. We will explore
key myths and practices linked to national identity
in France, Vietnam, the French Caribbean, Francophone West Africa and North Africa by placing
these texts in their social and historical contexts.
Prereq: RLFR 103, or examination placement. Preferences: students continuing their French studies
at Williams and first- and second-year students.
Rqmt/Eval: class participation, short papers,
presentations, quizzes and response papers, filmed
debate; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10, TR 11:20-12:35
S. Saint-Just
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Advanced German: Current Issues in the
German Media Landscape (GERM201-I)
This course expands on the reading, writing,
and speaking skills acquired at the intermediate
level, via intensive work with texts of various
sorts, including online newspapers, short fiction
or excerpts from longer texts, audio and current
features/ documentaries. Prereq: GERM 104 or
equivalent. Preferences: German majors. Rqmt/
Eval: active class participation, frequent short
writing assignments, 2 informal oral presentations,
and a final project.
FALL SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

H. Druxes

Advanced Japanese (JAPN401-I, D)
A continuation of Japanese 301 and 302,
developing speaking, listening, reading, and
writing skills in the discussion of social issues in
contemporary Japan. Topics may vary according to
the level of the students. In addition to involving
immersion in a Japanese environment, much of
our focus will be on the ways that various cultural
issues are perceived and addressed differently
(and, in many instances, in similar ways) in Japan
and the US. Prereq: JAPN 302 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
daily performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm,
and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

S. Kagaya

Advanced Japanese (JAPN402-I, D)
A continuation of Japanese 401, developing
speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in
the discussion of social issues in contemporary
Japan. Topics may vary according to the level of
the students. In addition to involving immersion
in a Japanese environment, much of our focus
will be on the ways that various cultural issues
are perceived and addressed differently (and, in
many instances, in similar ways) in Japan and the
US. Prereq: JAPN 401 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on daily
performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm, and
a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
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S. Kagaya

Advanced Microeconomic Theory (ECON475-II,
Q)
This course examines the mathematical
underpinnings of advanced economics. This
includes proofs of the following: existence and
uniqueness of competitive equilibrium in a variety
of environments, first and second fundamental
welfare theorems, existence of Nash equilibrium,
and others. The focus of this class is primarily on
the mathematical proofs. These proofs are essential
components of any graduate program in economics. Prereq: MATH 150 or equivalent, and ECON
251. Preferences: senior Economics majors. Rqmt/
Eval: problem sets, one midterm, class participation, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

S. Arunava

Advanced Musical Performance (MUS391-I)
Individual instruction in voice, keyboard, and
most orchestral and jazz instruments offered at
the advanced level as a regular full credit course.
Additional guidelines for full credit lessons can be
secured at the Music Department office. Full credit
lessons must be approved by the entire music
faculty and an audition may be required. Prereq:
permission of the instructor and music faculty
by the end of the first Friday of the semester; (Intended primarily for music majors); students must
obtain a special form for this course election from
the Music Department Office. MUSB.
FALL IND: TBA
Chair and members of the Music Department
SPR IND: TBA
Chair and members of the Music Department

Advanced Musical Performance (MUS392-I)
Individual instruction in voice, keyboard, and
most orchestral and jazz instruments offered at
the advanced level as a regular full credit course.
Additional guidelines for full credit lessons can be
secured at the Music Department office. Full credit
lessons must be approved by the entire music
faculty and an audition may be required. Prereq:
permission of the instructor and music faculty
by the end of the first Friday of the semester; (Intended primarily for music majors); students must
obtain a special form for this course election from
the Music Department Office. MUSB.
FALL IND: TBA
Chair and members of the Music Department
SPR IND: TBA
Chair and members of the Music Department

Advanced Musical Performance (MUS491-I)
Individual instruction in voice, keyboard, and
most orchestral and jazz instruments offered at
the advanced level as a regular full credit course.
Additional guidelines for full credit lessons can be
secured at the Music Department office. Full credit
lessons must be approved by the entire music
faculty and an audition may be required. Prereq:
permission of the instructor and music faculty
by the end of the first Friday of the semester; (intended primarily for music majors); students must
obtain a special form for this course election from
the Music Department Office. MUSB.
FALL IND: TBA
SPR IND: TBA

M. Hirsch
M. Hirsch

Advanced Musical Performance (MUS492-I)
Individual instruction in voice, keyboard, and
most orchestral and jazz instruments offered at
the advanced level as a regular full credit course.
Additional guidelines for full credit lessons can be
secured at the Music Department office. Full credit
lessons must be approved by the entire music
faculty and an audition may be required. Prereq:
permission of the instructor and music faculty
by the end of the first Friday of the semester; (intended primarily for music majors); students must
obtain a special form for this course election from
the Music Department Office. MUSB.
FALL IND: TBA
SPR IND: TBA

Advanced Practicum (THEA355-I)
This independently designed practicum offers an
opportunity for students to gain practical, handson experience in theatre at an advanced level by
receiving course credit for serving as an assistant
to a faculty member on a Theatre Department production. Students interested in assisting a faculty
member or guest artist on a production in any
non-acting capacity--directing, design (costume,
lighting, multimedia, scenic, sound), dramaturgy,
or management--may enroll in the Advanced
Practicum. Prereq: THEA 101. Preferences:
Theatre majors. Rqmt/Eval: research, attendance at
rehearsals, studio work, & final portfolio; research,
attending weekly production meetings, rehearsals,
studio work, and final portfolio, as well as other
tasks determined by the faculty advisor. P/F not
available.
FALL STU: TBA
SPR STU: TBA

R. Baker-White
A. Holzapfel

Advanced Seminar in Japanese I (JAPN403-I, D)
This course provides advanced training in
listening, speaking, reading and writing Japanese,
making use of materials such as newspapers,
magazine articles, television broadcasts, and online materials that focus on current issues in Japan.
This is an EDI course. In addition to involving
immersion in a classroom Japanese environment,
much of our focus will be on the ways various cultural issues are perceived and addressed differently
(and, in many instances, in similar ways) in Japan
and the US. Prereq: JAPN 402 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on classroom performance, homework, quizzes, a
midterm and a final exam.
FALL SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50

S. Kagaya

M. Hirsch
M. Hirsch
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Advanced Seminar in Japanese II (JAPN404-I,
D)
This course is designed for advanced Japanese
language students. The goal is for students to be
able to carry on extended discourse--such as a
discussion, a speech, or an interview--in a culturally appropriate manner; to read authentic materials
such as newspapers, magazine articles and literary
works with ease; and to make presentations and
write research papers on issues of interest. The
course will focus on current social, cultural,
educational, and political issues in Japan. Prereq:
JAPN 403 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on daily classroom performance, homework, quizzes, and projects.
SPR SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50

S. Engel

Advanced Study in American Politics
(PSCI411-II)
A year of independent study under the direction
of the Political Science faculty, to be awarded to
the most distinguished candidate based upon competitive admissions. The candidate, designated the
Sentinels of the Republic Scholar, receives a research
stipend to cover costs associated with the proposed
project. Prereqs: none.
FALL IND: TBA
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SPR IND: TBA

G. Crane

S. Kagaya

Advanced Seminar in Teaching and Learning
(PSYC372-II)
This advanced seminar will give students an
opportunity to connect theory to practice. Each
student will have a teaching placement in a local
school, and participate in both peer and individual
supervision. In addition, we will read a range of
texts that examine different approaches to teaching, as well as theory and research on the process
of education. What is the best way to teach?
How do various theories of child development
and teaching translate into everyday practices
with students? Prereq: PSYC 232 or PSYC 272 or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology
majors and those who plan to become teachers.
Rqmt/Eval: this course involves a field placement,
weekly readings, as well as seminar discussion,
supervision, and a graded journal. EXPEE, PSYC7,
TEACS.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Advanced Study in American Politics
(PSCI412-II)
A year of independent study under the direction
of the Political Science faculty, to be awarded to
the most distinguished candidate based upon competitive admissions. The candidate, designated the
Sentinels of the Republic Scholar, receives a research
stipend to cover costs associated with the proposed
project. Prereqs: none.

G. Crane

Advanced Workshop in Poetry (ENGL382-I)
This workshop will include readings in modern
and contemporary poetry, weekly writing assignments, frequent improvisations and collaborations,
and the attendance of several arts events. Prereq:
ENGL 281 and permission of instructor. Preferences: if over-enrolled, admission will be decided
via a writing sample. Rqmt/Eval: quality of work,
improvement, commitment, and participation in
class. P/F not available. ENGLW.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

J. Fisher

Aesthetic Outrage (COMP300-I, ENGL306-I, W)
A tutorial exploring interdisciplinary ways of
theorizing the outraged reception of provocative
artistic works during political crisis. Riots and
censorship over such works are out of proportion
to their political content or aesthetic nature. We
will use theoretical and historical texts to study
the symptomatic, explosive, indirect surfacing of
threatened investments and ideas in aesthetic outrage over plays, films, and fiction by Beaumarchais,
Jarry, Lubitsch, Eisenstein, Rushdie, and others.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: active participation in
tutorial discussions, five 5- to 6-page papers, five
1- to 2-page critiques. P/F not available. ENGLCR,
ENGLC.
FALL TUT: TBA

S. Tifft

Africa + the Internet: Producing Global
Citizenship (AFR272-II, ANTH274-II,
GBST272-II, D)
This course theorizes ‘Internet citizenship’ as a
new form of belonging based on participation in a
global network of information rather than location
or nationality. In a world mapped differently by
technological, social and economic divides, how
can New Media generate mutuality? Orienting
globalization from the South, we will explore
cosmopolitan- and cyber-cultures of today’s
Africa: Points of departure will be case studies in
expressive culture and digital research in sites such
as Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, Nigeria, and more,
as well as in the contemporary African diaspora.
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: weekly reading and short
writing assignments, one 7- to 10-page paper, two
major tech-based projects (for example, designing
an app, creating a viral media campaign). P/F not
available.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

M. Apotsos

R. Royston

African American Urban History (AFR366-II,
HIST370-II)
In the mid twentieth century, “inner city”
became synonymous with poor African Americans
living in the urban centers of the industrial North
and West. However, urban African American history stretches back to before the Declaration of Independence. African Americans built and dwelled
in great cities North and South. This course will
explore the history of African Americans in places
like New York, Savannah, Chicago, Miami, and
Oakland. Prereq: none. Preferences: Africana
Studies concentrators and History majors. Rqmt/
Eval: one short book review, one brief research
project (7-10 pages), and one historiographic essay.
AMSTP, HISTF.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

African Art Against the State (AFR219-II,
ARTH217-I, D)
This course will take students through the history of mediation, activism, protest, and resistance
as it has unfolded within the arts of Africa from
prehistory to the present. It will delve into how
different visual vocabularies have created a variety
of persuasive and volatile artistic statements that
have provided a mouthpiece for individuals to
create agency in societies across the continent
and beyond as a response to both local and global
conditions (EDI requirement). Prereq: none.
Preferences: majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
four 3-page response papers, midterm exam, final
exam or research paper. ARTH16+.

African Art and the Western Museum
(AFR369-II, ARTH308-I, D, W)
This tutorial will focus on the issues surrounding
historical and contemporary exhibition practices
of African objects within Western institutions.
From the formation of 19th century African
collections to exhibition-based practice in the contemporary digital era, this tutorial will address the
intersections of African art and Western museums
in terms of visual politics, rights of seeing, and the
meaning of art as it applies to non-Western artifacts in Western institutions (EDI requirement).
Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors and majors.
Rqmt/Eval: bi-monthly response papers (5 pages),
bi-monthly peer response papers (2 pages), final
presentation/exhibition critique (4 pages). P/F not
available. ARTH16+.
SPR TUT: TBA

M. Apotsos

G. Long
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African Dance and Percussion (AFR201-II,
DANC201-I, MUS220-I)
This course focuses on selected dance and
music forms from the African continent for
example, Kpanlogo from Ghana, Lamban from
Guinea, Senegal and Mali or Bira from Zimbabwe.
We will examine their origins (people, history
and cultures) and influence beyond geographic
perimeter to more fully understand the function of
these forms in contemporary times. Students will
study movement and percussion and are evaluated
on the quality of progress with the selected forms
throughout the semester. Prereq: DANC 100 or
permission of instructor. Preferences: students
who have taken Dance 100 or advanced placement.
Rqmt/Eval: participation in assignments that
include research and performance projects and
short papers; students enrolled for PE credit only
are not required to do short paper or research
assignments; all students must participate in all
performance projects. GBSTAS, MUSB, MUSW.
FALL STU: TF 1:10-3:50 T. Muparutsa, S. Burton

African Dance and Percussion (AFR206-II,
DANC202-I, MUS221-I)
Course continues the investigation of selected
music and dance from the African continent.
Advancing dance and music skills, deepening
understanding of history and context of the
material are focus of readings, discussions and
projects throughout the semester. Questions we
will address include the impact of religion, colonialism, travel, immigration, media tradition and
the continued emergence of new forms. Material
may include Gum Boots (Isicathulo) from Southern
Africa, Juju in Nigeria or Hip Hop in several nations. Prereq: none. Preferences: students who have
taken DANC 100, DANC 201 or permission of the
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: participation in assignments that include research and performance projects and a short paper; students enrolled for PE
credit only are not required to do short paper or
research assignments; all students must participate
in all performance projects. GBSTAS, MUSW.
SPR STU: TF 1:10-3:50 T. Muparutsa, S. Burton
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African-American History From Reconstruction
to the Present (AFR282-II, HIST282-II, D)
This course introduces students to the significant
themes that shaped African-Americans’ historical
experiences from Reconstruction to the end of
the twentieth century: the changing meanings of
freedom, equality, and rights; the intersections of
ideology and activism; the political culture of black
institutional life the links among local, regional, and national perspectives; and the struggle
against Jim Crow and for human and civil rights.
Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on class participation, three papers.
AMSTO, HISTF.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

L. Brown

African-American History, 1619-1865
(AFR281-II, HIST281-II, D)
This course provides an introduction to the history of African Americans in United States during
the colonial, early republic, and antebellum eras.
The course demonstrates how economically, culturally, and politically, African Americans shaped
and were shaped by the historical landscape of the
nation. The experience of enslavement necessarily
dominates this history, and it is the contours and
nuances of slavery--and the development of racial
classifications--that give this course its focus.
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on short papers, a midterm exam, a final exam,
brief in-class writing assignments, and class participation. AMSTO, HISTF, HISTP.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

G. Long

Algebraic Number Theory (MATH419-III, Q)
In some rings, just as in the integers, it still
makes sense to factor numbers into “primes,”
but that factorization is not necessarily unique!
This surprising fact was the downfall of Lamé’s
attempted proof of Fermat’s Last Theorem in
1847. Although a valid proof was not discovered
until 1994, this error gave rise to a new branch of
mathematics: algebraic number theory. We will
study prime factorization and other number-theoretic notions in a beautiful interplay of groups,
rings, and fields. Prereq: MATH 350 or 351, or
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based primarily on projects, homework
assignments, and exams.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

SPR TUT: TBA

O. Shevchenko

A. Pacelli

Algorithm Design and Analysis (CSCI256-III,
Q)
Understanding underlying structures present in
many kinds of data often allows us to design highly
efficient algorithms. This understanding can also
be used to prove the correctness of an algorithm
and bound its run time and space needs. Building
on skills acquired in Computer Science 136, we
study a range of design strategies, including induction, divide-and-conquer, dynamic programming,
and greedy methods. In addition, we explore strategies for handling potentially intractable problems.
Prereq: CSCI 136 and MATH 200. Preferences:
current or expected Computer Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on problem
sets and programming assignments, and midterm
and final examinations. BGNPR.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

Altering States: Postsoviet Paradoxes of Identity
and Difference (SOC248-II, GBST247-II,
RUSS248-I, D, W)
How do people in the postsoviet world make
sense of the new forms of difference in rank,
class, gender or ethnicity that emerged after the
fall of socialism? And how do these encounters
with difference impact current events, such as the
Russia-Ukraine conflict or the persistent tensions
between East and West Germans? This tutorial
will examine new dilemmas through ethnographic
studies and documentaries focusing on Russia,
East Germany, Bulgaria, Ukraine and Hungary.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology and
Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: 5-page paper every
other week; comments on the partner’s paper in
alternate weeks. P/F not available.

B. Heeringa

America and the Sea, 1600-Present (HIST352-II,
MAST352-II, W)
This course focuses on the history of America’s
relationship to the sea from the age of discovery
through the heyday of merchant sail to the triumph of steam and the challenges of the twentieth
century. Readings in primary sources and secondary works on the social, economic, and diplomatic
implications of maritime activities culminate in a
research paper. Topics such as shipbuilding, whaling, and fisheries are studied through museum
exhibits and artifacts in the material culture component of the course. Prereq: BIOL 101 or GEOS/
MAST 104, or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: an hour test, two papers, and a final exam
Student papers will be a 5-page minimum and a
15-page minimum essay; the 15-page paper will
be critiqued in three steps, as an outline, a draft,
and a final paper, with attention to reasoning and
style. Williams-Mystic Program. AMSTP, ENVIH,
ENVPSB, EXPEE, HISTF, HISTP.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

G. Gordinier
G. Gordinier
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America and the World (GBST101-II,
LEAD120-II, PSCI120-II)
This course will help students understand the US
role in the world. US wealth and military power
force its leaders to make choices that no other
leaders in the world confront. Students will learn
to evaluate the decisions that US leaders have
made on a wide range of difficult foreign policy
issues, including: rising Chinese power; Russian
moves in Ukraine; nuclear proliferation to Iran;
terrorist threats; humanitarian disasters in Syria
and Libya; and long-term challenges like climate
change. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and
sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: papers, participation, and
exam. P/F not available. PSCIIR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

E. Gholz

American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present
(AMST264-II, ARTH264-I)
American art is often looked at as a provincial
version of the real thing--i.e., European art--and
found wanting. This course examines American
architecture, painting, and sculpture on its own
terms, in the light of the social, ideological and
economic forces that shaped it. Special attention
will be paid to such themes as the Puritan legacy
and attitudes toward art; the making of art in a
commercial society; and the tension between the
ideal and the real in American works of art. Prereq:
ARTH 101-102 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: 15-page research paper (divided into an annotated bibliography, first draft and revised draft);
weekly study questions on the readings; final 15minute oral exam. AMSTA, AMSTP, ARTH16+.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
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M. Lewis

American Constitutionalism I: Structures of
Power (LEAD216-II, PSCI216-II)
This course examines the historical development of American constitutional law and politics
related to ‘structures of power’. Our topics include
the limits on congressional lawmaking, growth of
presidential authority, establishment of judicial
review, conflicts among branches of the federal
government, and boundaries between federal
and state/local governments. From secession to
impeachment, gun control to child labor, we seek
to understand constitutional power from the
Founding to the present. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: three 5- to
7-page essays, a final exam, and class participation.
ENVPTA, JLSTI, LEADM, POECUS, PSCIAP.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

J. Crowe

American Drama: Hidden Knowledge
(AMST275-II, COMP275-I, ENGL224-I,
THEA275-I, W)
The Buddha is said to have identified three
things that cannot stay hidden: the sun, the moon,
and the truth. What’s the secret? Who is lying?
American drama abounds with hidden knowledge
and false representations. This tutorial will examine what lies hidden in American plays from the
late nineteenth century to the early twenty-first.
Playwrights considered may include Edward
Albee, Suzan-Lori Parks, Sarah Ruhl, Sam Shepard,
Eugene O’Neill, Arthur Miller, David Mamet, Amy
Herzog, and others. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Theatre majors, English majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly
papers/response papers; weekly meeting with
instructor and tutorial partner. P/F not available.
AMSTA.
SPR TUT: TBA

R. Baker-White

American Economic History (ECON220-II)
This course examines the growth and development of the American economy from the colonial
era to the modern period. The emphasis will be
on the use of economic theory and quantitative
evidence to explore key topics in U.S. history,
from slavery and industrialization, to the Great
Depression and the development of the social
safety net. Comparisons will be made to European
and non-European experiences when appropriate.
Prereq: ECON 110 and 120. Rqmt/Eval: midterm,
short problem sets, final, and a research paper.
POECUS.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

S. Nafziger

American Girls (ENGL105-I, WGSS105-II, D,
W)
The image of the girl has captivated North
American writers, commentators, artists, and
creators of popular culture for at least the last two
centuries. What metaphors, styles of writing, ideas
of “manners and morals” does literature about
girls explore? What larger cultural and aesthetic
concerns are girls made to represent? And how is
girlhood articulated alongside and/or intertwined
with other identities and identifications, such as
race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality? Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-year students who have not taken
or placed out of a 100-level ENGL course; WGSS
majors. Rqmt/Eval: several short papers totaling
at least 20 pages; active class participation; participation in other short writing assignments. P/F not
available. AMSTA.
SPR SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

K. Kent

American Political Events (PSCI291-II, W)
This tutorial focuses on events as critical
junctures in American politics. Over the course
of the semester, we will look at ten different
types of events, ranging from scandals to wars to
contested elections, in each instance juxtaposing
two different occurrences of a particular category
of event. Our focus throughout is on how such
events caused shifts in political alignments, created
demands for political action, or resulted in a reordering of political values. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and sophomores considering a major
in Political Science. Rqmt/Eval: five 5-to 7-page
essays, five 2- to 3-page critiques, and a final
4-page reflection. P/F not available. PSCIAP.
SPR TUT: TR 8:30-9:45

J. Crowe

American Postmodern Fiction (AMST272-II,
ENGL272-I, W)
American fiction took a turn at World War II:
from modernism to postmodernism. The most obvious mark of postmodern narration is its self-consciousness. Already a paradox emerges: why
would World War II make narratives self-reflexive?
The best text for this paradox is Heller’s Catch-22.
Subsequent books: Nabokov’s Pale Fire, Pynchon’s
The Crying of Lot 49, Morrison’s Beloved, DeLillo’s
White Noise, Johnson’s Jesus’s Son, Carver’s What
We Talk About When We Talk About Love. Prereq:
a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the
AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
sophomores, first-years students, or English majors
without a prior gateway. Rqmt/Eval: four papers
totaling about 20 pages; participation in class
discussions. P/F not available. AMSTA, ENGLG,
ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Limon
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American Pragmatism (AMST379-II,
PHIL379-II)
Along with jazz, pragmatism stands as the
greatest uniquely American contribution to world
culture. As the music wails in the background, we
will study the classic pragmatists: William James,
C. S. Peirce, and John Dewey. We will continue
with the contemporary inheritors of the tradition:
Cornel West, Richard Rorty, and Hilary Putnam.
Although it has influenced both analytic and
continental philosophy, pragmatism is a powerful
third philosophical movement. Prereq: at least
two PHIL courses. Preferences: Philosophy and
American Studies majors, then seniors and juniors
of any major. Rqmt/Eval: final paper, several short
assignments. AMSTC, PHILH, TEACR.
FALL SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

S. Gerrard

An American Family and “Reality” Television
(AMST333-II, ARTH310-I, COMP316-I,
WGSS312-II, W)
An American Family was a popular documentary
series that featured the Loud family from Santa
Barbara, California, whose everyday lives were
broadcast on national television. The series generated an enormous amount of media attention,
commentary, and controversy when it premiered
on PBS in 1973. Today, it is regarded as the origin
of so-called “Reality TV.” In addition to challenging standard rules for television programming,
the show challenged social conventions and asked
viewers to think seriously about family relations,
sexuality, domesticity, and the “American dream.”
Prereq: none. Preferences: junior majors, followed
by senior majors. Rqmt/Eval: class presentations,
research assignments, and final 16- to 20-page
research paper. P/F not available. AMSTA,
ARTH16+.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Americans Abroad (AMST242-II, COMP242-I,
ENGL250-I, D, W)
This course will explore some of the many incarnations of American experiences abroad between
the end of the 19th century and the present day.
Materials will be drawn from novels, short stories,
films, and nonfiction about Americans in Europe
in times of war and peace. What are the profound,
and often comic, gaps between the traveler’s
expectations and the reality of living in, say, Paris
or a rural village in Spain? Prereq: any literature
course at Williams or permission of instructor.
Preferences: students interested in, or returning
from, study abroad; and/or students studying
abroad at Williams. Rqmt/Eval: each student
will give an in-class presentation and complete 3
writing assignments totaling 20 pages; one of these
writing assignments will be a personal travel narrative based on the student’s own experiences. P/F
not available. AMSTA, GBSTBO.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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S. Fox

C. Chavoya

An Unfinished Planet (GEOS102-III)
The Earth is a work in progress, an evolving,
living planet whose vital signs are expressed by
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and shifting
plates. In a geological time frame, nothing on
Earth is permanent: ocean basins open and close,
mountains rise and fall, continental masses accrete
and separate. There is a message here for all of us
who live, for an infinitesimally short time, on the
moving surface of the globe. This course uses the
plate tectonics model to interpret how the Earth
works. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year and
sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on two hour-tests, weekly lab work, and a
scheduled final exam. ENVIN.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

B. Wobus

Analytic Number Theory (MATH420-III, Q)
How many primes are smaller than x? How
many divisors does an integer n have? How
many different numbers appear in the N x N
multiplication table? Over the course of the past
150 years, tremendous progress has been made
towards resolving these and similar questions in
number theory, relying on tools and methods from
analysis. The goal of this tutorial is to explain and
motivate the ubiquitous appearance of analysis in
modern number theory. We will cover classical
theorems and recent discoveries. Prereq: MATH
350 or 351 (required), MATH 372 (required, may
be taken concurrently), familiarity with modular
arithmetic. Preferences: Mathematics majors.
Rqmt/Eval: tutorial format (problem sets and
presentations). P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

L. Goldmakher

Ancient Political Thought (PHIL231-II,
PSCI231-II)
What can ancient authors tell us about their
worlds and how to live now? Reading works from
Plato to Augustine, we will ask: What is the good
life? How should it be pursued? Does it require
political participation? Does the freedom of some
require the subordination of others? Is democracy
truly the best form of rule? What does it take to
create a people? How is politics relevant to those
concerned with spiritual salvation? How should
we understand the origins, workings & meaning
of evil? Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: three 6- to 8-page papers.
PSCIPT.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

M. Reinhardt

Animal Behavior (BIOL204-III, NSCI204-III)
Making sense of what we see while watching
animals is both an enthralling pastime and a
formal discipline. Evolutionary theory tells us
why patterns exist, molecular biology helps
us understand how behavior is implemented,
neuroscience defines how the world appears to the
animal, and endocrinology provides information
on how behaviors are regulated. We will focus on
the mechanisms behind an individual’s behaviors,
evolutionary reasons for those behaviors, and how
and why social systems form. Prereq: BIOL 102, or
PSYC 101, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
Biology majors and Neuroscience concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on examinations, lab reports, and a research paper. COGSR,
NSCIA.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

H. Williams

Anxiety Disorders: Responses to Danger, Both
Real and Imagined (PSYC359-II)
An advanced course that explores the theory
and research on the phenomenology of responses
to danger, both real and imagined. Research on
psychological responses to traumatic experiences,
such as combat and sexual assault, are explored.
Responses to perceived or imagined threats are
also discussed as the underpinnings of other
anxiety disorders. Discussions focus on commonalities and differences in empirically supported
treatments for anxiety disorders as well as controversies in the field. Prereq: PSYC 252. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation, frequent response papers, midterm
examination and final term paper. PSYC5.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

N. Harrington
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Applied Real Analysis (MATH351-III, Q)
Real Analysis is the underlying theory of calculus and is hence the study of limits. This course
will study limits in the context of Fourier Analysis,
which is one of the major tools of modern mathematics. Applications of Fourier Analysis range
from the abstract study of the distribution of
prime numbers to the quite practical construction
of mpeg files in an iPod. Prereq: MATH 150 and
MATH 250, or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based primarily on exams,
homework and quizzes.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

E. Palsson

Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing
Mediated Difference (AFR231-II, AMST231-II,
LATS231-II, WGSS232-II)
Media’s influence in 21st century life is pervasive,
and encompasses visual, sonic, and discursive formats.This course introduces students to a variety of
quantitative approaches to the study of contemporary media. Simultaneously, we will explore
questions of ethno-racial identity, gender, and
sexuality. Structured around a series of hands-on
exercises, this interdisciplinary class will enhance
students’ understanding of media forms and their
interaction with various categories of identity.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Latina/o Studies concentrators, American Studies and Women’s Gender
& Sexuality majors by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: participation; four 3- to 5-page papers; student papers
will be based on hands-on exercises using various
current Media Studies methods. P/F not available.
AMSTA, AMSTO, LATSR, LATSC, WGSSR.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Applied Topology (MATH323-III, Q)
In topology, we study properties of an object that
are preserved under rubber-like-deformations.
Hence a sphere is the same as a cube, but distinct
from a doughnut. Topology has applications to
chemistry, economics, Geographic Information
Systems, cosmology, medicine, robotics and circuit
design. This course covers the basics of topology,
including point-set topology, geometric topology
and algebraic topology, but all with the purpose
of applying the theory to a broad array of fields.
Prereq: MATH 250 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based primarily on problem sets and exams.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

C. Adams

Approaches to W. B. Yeats (ENGL313-I, W)
In this course we will read the poetry and selected prose and plays of William Butler Yeats. We
will consider how his writings were shaped by and
responded to the literary and political contexts of
his time; his transactions with his contemporaries
(from Wilde to Pound to Auden); and his compositional process and formal techniques. Prereq: a
100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP
English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the
Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences: English
majors. Rqmt/Eval: five papers of around 5 pages
each; typical tutorial format. P/F not available.
ENGLCR, ENGLC.
SPR TUT: TBA
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M. Cepeda

J. Pethica

Approaching the Past: History, Theory, Practice
(HIST301A-II)
An exploration of how the discipline of “History”
has come to assume its present form. We will begin
with the 19th-century work of Macaulay, Marx,
and Ranke. Next we will study the work of social/
cultural historians in the 1970s/80s. We will then
turn to postmodern challenges to received beliefs
before considering the discipline today. We will
be less concerned with “the past” than with what
historians do with it, focusing on the epistemological assumptions that inform historical practice.
Prereq: restricted to HIST majors and sophomores
planning to major in HIST. Preferences: senior,
then junior, History majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on class participation, a 250-word
position statement (“What is History?”), two 9- to
11-page interpretive essays, and a take-home final
exam. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

C. Waters

Approaching the Past: Varieties of Historical
Thinking (HIST301K-II)
This course is designed to acquaint students
with some of the ways historians have thought
about the past. Beginning with Thucydides, the
work of twelve philosophers and historians will
be studied closely and critically over the course of
the semester. In the process, students not only will
become familiar with various important historical
approaches but will also be encouraged to examine
their own assumptions about the past and about
how and why--or even if--we know it. Prereq:
restricted to History majors and sophomores planning to major in History. Preferences: senior, then
junior, History majors. Rqmt/Eval: in preparation
for class discussion, students are required to produce a one-page critical response to the assigned
reading each week, which will form the basis for
class discussion.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Approaching the Past: Remembering American
History (HIST301F-II)
Much of what we know and understand about
American history is rooted in the received
narrative of our national history, a history that is
constructed of individual, collective, and a national
memory of the past and its meanings. This course
will examine some forms through which American
historical memory is presented and (re)presented,
such as monuments, museums, novels, film, photographs, and scholarly historical writing, by considering a number of pivotal events, institutions,
or eras in American history. Prereq: restricted to
History majors and sophomores planning to major
in History. Preferences: senior, then junior, History
majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly response papers, a book review, an exercise
with the Williams College Museum of Art, and a
final project to be completed in consultation with
the professor; students will be required to lead a
class discussion.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

T. Kohut

Approaching the Past: Writing the Past
(HIST301G-II)
How do historians reconstruct the past, and
how and why have their approaches to sources,
theories, and narrative strategies changed over
time? And on a deeper level, how have historians’ suppositions changed about the nature of
historical truth and the value of history? Taking
history-writing itself as our object of study, this
course examines the practices of historians. In so
doing, this course aims to unsettle history majors’
own assumptions about what history “is” and what
historians “do”. Prereq: restricted to History majors
and sophomores planning to major in History.
Preferences: senior, then junior, History majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class participation, weekly critical response papers to the
assigned reading, and a final paper.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

A. Garbarini

S. Wong
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Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist
History (ARAB252-I, COMP252-I, HIST309-II,
WGSS251-II)
This course reviews selected autobiographical
writings by Arab women writers from the wave
of independence in the 20th century to the contemporary Arab uprisings, passing through all the
transformations that globalization and the technosphere have instigated. We will examine the role
that first-voice narrative plays in shaping literature,
history and thought, while providing a space to
reclaim cultural, social and political agency. Focusing on the different articulations of self-representation, our discussion will address how these women
reflect on the shifting discourses of identities,
gender, nationalism, religion, feminism, sexuality,
politics, borders and their histories. Prereq: none.
Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, several short response papers, three short
papers (3-5 pages), and a final paper (7-10 pages).
P/F not available. ARABE, GBSTME.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
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M. Lewis

Architecture in Venice (ARTH302-I, W)
Independent for more than a millenium and
the crossroads of trade between Europe and Asia,
Venice created a unique architecture. The aqueous
environment permitted the construction of a
medieval city without walls, and the civil control
enforced by the oligarchic government allowed
unfortified private dwellings. We will consider
examples of the city’s buildings, dating from
the 1100s to the 1700s, such as Basilica of Saint
Mark, Doge’s Palace, Ca’ d’ Oro, Libreria di San
Marco and Il Redentore. Prereq: ARTH 101-102.
Preferences: Art majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly 3- to
5-page papers based on assigned readings. P/F not
available. ARTH18.
SPR TUT: TBA

E. Johnson

B. Benedict

Architectural Design II (ARTS329-I)
A continuation and expansion of ideas and skills
learned in Architectural Design I. There will be
four to six design projects requiring drawings and
models, each of which will emphasize particular
aspects of architectural theory and design. Visiting
critics will discuss student work. The course is
useful for students thinking of applying to graduate school in architecture. Prereq: ARTS 220 or
ARTS 215. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
quality of designs during the term. ENVIH.
FALL STU: F 1:10-3:50

FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Eqeiq

Architectural Design I (ARTS220-I)
Instruction in design with an introduction to
architectural theory. Five simple design problems
will explore form and meaning in architecture.
Each problem will require drawings/model and
will be critiqued in a class review with outside
critics. Prereq: ARTS 100; ARTH 101-102 strongly
suggested; permission of instructor is required;
registration does not guarantee admission to the
course. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
quality of design, with improvement taken into
account.
SPR STU: F 1:10-3:50

Architecture 1700-1900 (ARTH257-I)
This course looks at the major architectural
movements from 1700 to 1900, and the forces
that shaped them: archaeological discoveries,
innovative building materials, social changes, and
theoretical advances. Topics covered include neoclassicism, new building types, the development of
the architectural profession, and the Arts & Crafts
movement, and such architects as Piranesi, Soane,
Labrouste, Schinkel, Pugin, and Sullivan. Prereq:
ARTH 101-102 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: one short paper and design project, midterm,
final, and a field trip. ARTH16+, SCSTR.

B. Benedict

Architecture Since 1900 (ARTH262-I)
An exploration of major developments in Western architecture from 1900 to the present, including the relationship of architecture of this period
to developments in other artistic fields. Concentration on major figures: Wright, Gropius, Mies
van der Rohe, Le Corbusier, Aalto, Kahn, Venturi,
Gehry, Koolhaas, Hadid. Prereq: ARTH 101-102.
Preferences: juniors and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval:
bi-weekly quizzes and final exam. ARTH16+.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

E. Johnson

Art and Conservation: An Inquiry into History,
Methods, and Materials (ARTH508-I)
This course is designed to acquaint students
with observation and examination techniques for
works of art, artifacts, and decorative arts objects;
give them an understanding of the history of artist
materials and methods; and familiarize them
with the ethics and procedures of conservation.
This is not a conservation training course but is
structured to provide a broader awareness for
those who are planning careers involving work
with cultural objects. Prereqs: none. Preferences:
Graduate Program students then to senior Art
History majors. Rqmt/Eval: attendance is required
at all sessions; the course grade is based on exams
given throughout the semester; there is no final
exam. EXPEE.
SPR SEM: MR 6:30-8:30

FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

C. Chavoya

M. Gotlieb

Art into Activism (ARTS114-I)
This introductory studio art class will examine
how art has been and can be engaged with activist
and political causes. Can art be created from social
or political ideas? Is all political art merely propaganda? What makes a work “political”? What does
artistic work that is topical, informed, and critical
look like? Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and
sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on projects, assignments, class participation, attendance.
P/F not available.
SPR STU: M 7:00-9:40

Art of California: Pacific Standard Time
(AMST462-II, ARTH462-I, ARTH562-I,
LATS462-II, D, W)
In this course, we will study the visual arts and
culture of California after 1960 and consider the
region’s place in modern art history. We will focus
on a series of recent exhibitions organized as part
of a Getty initiative entitled Pacific Standard Time.
Diverse in scope, these shows explored important
developments in postwar art in California, including, feminist art, African American assemblage,
Chicano collectives, Modernist architecture, craft,
and queer activism. Prereq: ARTH 102. Preferences: senior Art major and senior Latina/o Studies
concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on several short writing and research assignments,
oral presentations, class participation, and a final
research paper of 16-20 pages written in stages
over the course of the semester. P/F not available.
AMSTA, AMSTP, ARTH16+, LATSR.

L. Ali

Art Through Time (ARTH101/102-I)
A year-long, team-taught introduction to European and North American art and architecture,
this course celebrates the glory of works of art as
physical objects, to be viewed and contemplated,
but also often to be worshiped, exhibited, bought,
sold, held, touched, worn, passed through and
around, and lived in. To help students appreciate
how these works were understood by their original
makers and users, the course sets its objects of
study within a number of revealing historical contexts. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: quizzes, midterm,
two papers and a final exam; weekly conference.
Both semesters of ARTH 101-102 must be taken to
receive course credit for either semester; students
must take ARTH 101 before ARTH 102.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 12:00-12:50
TBA
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 12:00-12:50
TBA
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Artisan and Connoisseur (ANTH340-II, W)
In recent decades Americans have increasingly
taken up the small-scale hand-work production
of specialized goods as a livelihood, depending on
connoisseurs who appreciate and are willing to pay
high prices for their goods. Products ranging from
cheeses to wooden boats have secured markets
enabling lifestyles that appear to challenge classic
capitalist modes of labor and consumption. We’ll
explore this movement. Students will conduct original research resulting in a major paper and presentation. Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology
and Sociology majors; seniors. Rqmt/Eval: 5-page
paper, 8-page proposal, 20-page research project,
and class presentation.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

P. Just

Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts
(AMST304-II, COMP307-I, ENGL388-I, D)
This course examines the intersection of Asian
American writing and the visual arts in graphic
novels, art criticism, collaborative projects between
poets and visual artists, works that combine textual
and visual elements, ekphrastic poetry, poetry
“inspired by” paintings, video work, digital poetry,
among others. Writers and artists to be discussed
include Mei-mei Berssenbrugge, Theresa Cha,
Patty Chang, Mel Chin, Bhanu Kapil, Janice Lee,
Tan Lin, Yoko Ono, Adrian Tomine, and John
Yau. Prereq: none. Preferences: American Studies
majors. Rqmt/Eval: two papers, short assignments,
presentation, participation. AMSTA, AMSTO,
ASSTE.
SPR SEM: M 7:00-9:40

Artists Respond to Dangerous Times
(AMST102-II, ARTS101-I, D)
This introductory studio art course focuses on
how contemporary time-based artists engage their
historical moment. We will look at ways in which
language, performance, and the moving image can
be used to reckon with the forces that historical
events and conditions press upon us as citizens,
art makers, and living beings, and think about
art-making as a dialogical social force that has
the potential to press back. Students will develop
their own video, performance, or written work
in this vein. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year
and sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: students will
produce three short videos, essayistic or fictional
non-academic written works, or action/performance works; evaluation will be based primarily
on these works and class participation. AMSTA.
FALL STU: T 1:10-3:50
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L. Johnson

D. Wang

Astronomical Data Acquisition and Analysis
(ASTR211-III, Q)
Astronomical data acquisition and analysis have
evolved substantially from even a few decades ago.
This course will introduce concepts and techniques
for observing, data acquisition, handling and
analysis. Students will learn observation planning,
modern detectors, signal statistics, digital data
reduction and handling, database use, and image
processing with widely-used programming tools
and packages. Projects will incorporate data from
our rooftop telescopes as well as archive material.
Prereq: MATH 150 or 151; prior experience with
Unix is helpful, but not required. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on weekly problem sets,
an hour exam and an observing project.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

K. Kwitter

Austen and Eliot (ENGL328-I, WGSS328-II)
Austen and Eliot profoundly influenced the
course of the novel by making internal consciousness crucial to narrative form. We will explore
Austen’s innovative aesthetic strategies and Eliot’s
transformations of them in context of the social
and historical exigencies that shape their work.
Readings will include Austen’s Pride and Prejudice,
Emma, Mansfield Park, and Persuasion; Eliot’s
The Mill on the Floss, The Lifted Veil; and Daniel
Deronda. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a
score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval:
one six-eight-page and one ten-twelve-page essay.
ENGLCR, ENGLB.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

A. Sokolsky

Ballet: Technique, Variations and History
(DANC300-I)
This course is designed for dancers who have
achieved an intermediate/advanced level of ballet
technique. Students will have technique class twice
a week, followed by men’s work and point work for
the women (students who are not on pointe will
be able to do the work in regular ballet slippers).
Both male and female students will be taught and
coached in variations from existing ballets in a
third session and time permitting partnering.
Prereq: a minimum of three years prior training in
ballet and a demonstrated ability to safely keep up
with this level of instruction. Preferences: students
considering this course should take the Dance Department placement class or seek permission from
the instructor. Rqmt/Eval: based on participation
and progress throughout the semester, the quality
of research papers and performance of ballet variations taught during the semester.
FALL STU: MWF 11:00-12:50

Bandits and Warlords (GBST141-II,
LEAD141-II, PSCI141-II)
A leading scholar once quipped that political
communities “qualify as our largest examples of organized crime.” He wasn’t far off: governments are
meant to protect their citizenry, but as the #bringbackoursgirls or the KONY 2012 campaigns reveal,
sometimes they fail. Bandits emerge, racketeers
flourish, and warlords replace governments. By
looking at Boko Haram, Séléka rebels, Al-Shabaab,
Somali pirates and the Lords Resistance Army, we
explore why protection fails and bandits develop.
Prereq: none; open only to first-years and sophomores. Preferences: first-years. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, five short papers and a final exam.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

N. Munemo

Basic Chinese (CHIN101-I, D)
An introduction to Mandarin, the language
with the largest number of native speakers in the
world, which is the national language of China
and Taiwan, and one of the official languages of
Singapore. Course objectives are for the student to
develop simple, practical conversational skills and
acquire basic proficiency in reading and writing
in both the simplified and the traditional script at
about the 500-character level. The relationship between language and culture and the sociolinguistically appropriate use of language will be stressed
throughout. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
is based on classroom performance, homework,
quizzes, unit tests, and an oral and written final
exam. Part 1 of full-year course. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45,
MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-10:45 C. Chang

J. Parker
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Basic Chinese (CHIN102-I, D)
An introduction to Mandarin, the language
with the largest number of native speakers in the
world, which is the national language of China
and Taiwan, and one of the official languages of
Singapore. Course objectives are for the student to
develop simple, practical conversational skills and
acquire basic proficiency in reading and writing
in both the simplified and the traditional script at
about the 500-character level. The relationship between language and culture and the sociolinguistically appropriate use of language will be stressed
throughout. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
is based on classroom performance, homework,
quizzes, unit tests, and an oral and written final
exam. Part 2 of full-year course. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45,
MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-10:45 C. Chang

Behavioral Economic Theory and Methods
(ECON476-II)
Behavioral economics emphasizes that economic
models should account for the psychological plausibility of its assumptions and consequences. This
course studies ways in which prominent behavioral
economics models of decision-making differ from
the classical microeconomics models, including
how these differences add to our understanding of
the psychological processes that underlie economic
models. The material introduces methods, such as
lab and field experiments, in a variety of contexts.
Prereq: ECON 251 and ECON 255. Preferences:
Economics majors, seniority. Rqmt/Eval: an original research paper, several short paper critiques,
oral presentation(s), class participation.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Beginning/Intermediate Ballet: Technique,
Variations and History (DANC203-I)
This course is designed for dancers who have
achieved a beginning/intermediate level of Ballet,
and are serious about continuing to build their
strength, artistry and understanding of classical
ballet. Students will have technique class twice a
week, and beginning pointe work may be introduced to some students, as well as specific steps
traditionally performed by male dancers. All students will learn and rehearse excerpts from major
ballets specific to that semester’s focus. Prereq:
experience in ballet techniques and permission of
instructor. Preferences: students with demonstrated prior experience. Rqmt/Eval: participation
and progress throughout the semester; quality of
responses to weekly assignments; research papers;
and individual performance in midterm and final
showings.
SPR STU: MR 1:10-3:50
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J. Parker

M. Chao

Behavioral Economics and Public Policy
(ECON233-II)
Psychology and economics study the same
phenomena: the incentives that influence our
decision-making. This course surveys how these
two fields intersect, i.e. behavioral economics.
Topics include how individual responses to economic incentives can be influenced by heuristics,
framing, social norms, and other cognitive or
social incentives. The course applies these concepts
to firm strategy and, especially, public policy.
Prereq: ECON 110. Preferences: potential social
science majors. Rqmt/Eval: two exams, multiple
3- to 5-page papers and/or presentations, class
participation. POECPP.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

M. Chao

Berlin--Multicultural Metropolis Between East
and West (GERM202-I)
We will examine texts and films about Berlin as
a center of cultural and social transformations in
the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, with
special emphasis on the post-wall period. We will
move from the turn of the century (when the city’s
population had recently tripled in size) to the establishing of Berlin as a world capital in the 1920s,
then through Nazi-era transformations, wartime
destruction and the cold war division of the city.
We will conclude with the reshaping of the city
after the fall of the Berlin wall. Prereq: GERM 201
or equivalent. Rqmt/Eval: frequent short writing
assignments.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

H. Druxes

Between the Stars: The Interstellar Medium
(ASTR402-III, Q)
The space between the stars is far from empty;
as stars evolve they shed mass, which enriches
the interstellar medium with the products of the
stars’ nuclear fusion. We will study the interstellar medium in its various form, and the physical
mechanisms producing its characteristic radiation.
In this observing-oriented course students
will work in small groups to design, carry out,
analyze, and critique their own observations of
the interstellar medium using the equipment on
our observing deck. Prereq: PHYS 201. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on homework, class
presentations/problem-solving, and observing
projects.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

K. Kwitter

Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film
(AMST257-II, ARTH260-I, COMP273-I,
ENGL260-I, HIST357-II, D)
Since the birth of the motion picture, films
portraying Native Americans (often with
non-Native actors in redface) have drawn upon
frontier mythology, art, literature, and Wild West
performances. They embedded romanticized
and stereotyped ideas about Native people in the
popular imagination. We will critically examine
representations of American Indians in film, ranging from the origins of the motion picture industry
to the works of contemporary Native filmmakers
who challenge earlier paradigms. Prereq: none.
Preferences: American Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval:
attend evening film screenings each week; two
short papers; and a 10-page final. P/F not available.
AMSTA, AMSTO, HISTF.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Kiel

Biochemistry I: Structure and Function
of Biological Molecules (BIMO321-III,
BIOL321-III, CHEM321-III, Q)
This course introduces the basic concepts of biochemistry with an emphasis on the structure and
function of biological macromolecules. Specifically, the structure of proteins and nucleic acids are
examined in detail in order to determine how their
chemical properties and their biological behavior
result from those structures. Other topics covered
include catalysis, enzyme kinetics, mechanism
and regulation; the molecular organization of
biomembranes; and the flow of information from
nucleic acids to proteins. Prereq: BIOL 101 and
CHEM 251/255 and CHEM 155/256. Preferences:
junior and senior Biology and Chemistry majors
and BIMO concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
is based on quizzes, a midterm exam, a final exam,
problem sets and performance in the laboratories
including lab reports. BGNPE, BIMOR.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

TBA
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Biochemistry II: Metabolism (BIMO322-III,
BIOL322-III, CHEM322-III, Q)
This lecture course provides an in-depth
presentation of the complex metabolic reactions
which are central to life. Emphasis is placed on the
biological flow of energy, the regulation and integration of the metabolic pathways, and biochemical reaction mechanisms. Laboratory experiments
introduce the principles and procedures used to
study enzymatic reactions, bioenergetics, and
metabolic pathways. Prereq: BIOL 101 and CHEM
251/255. Preferences: junior and senior Biology
and Chemistry majors and BIMO concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on several exams
and performance in the laboratories including lab
reports that emphasize conceptual and quantitative and/or graphic analysis of the data generated.
BGNPE, BIMOR.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

A. Engel

Biomedical Ethics (PHIL213-II, W)
This tutorial uses a case-based approach to examine core concepts in biomedical ethics. The first
portion addresses 4 canonical moral principles:
respect for autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice. The remainder addresses key
concepts and central issues, such as privacy, killing
vs. “letting die,” and therapy vs. research. Each
week we will pair philosophical material focused
on one principle or concept with one bioethics
case in which the principle for concept has special
relevance. Prereq: none. Preferences: declared
and prospective Philosophy majors and students
committed to taking the tutorial. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on written work, on oral
presentations of that work, and on oral critiques.
P/F not available. PHILV, PHLHB.
FALL TUT: TBA

J. Pedroni

Biophysical Chemistry (CHEM367-III)
This course is designed to provide a working
knowledge of basic physical chemistry to students
primarily interested in the biochemical, biological,
or medical professions. Topics of physical chemistry are presented from the viewpoint of their
application to biochemical problems. Three major
areas of biophysical chemistry are discussed: 1) the
conformation of biological macromolecules and
the forces that stabilize them; 2) techniques for the
study of biological structure and function including spectroscopic, hydrodynamic, electrophoretic,
and chromatographic; 3) the behavior of biological
macromolecules including ligand interaction and
conformational transitions. Prereq: CHEM 155 or
256 and 251/255, and MATH 140 or equivalent.
Preferences: junior and senior Chemistry majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on problem sets
and/or quizzes, laboratory work, hour tests, and a
final exam. BIMOE.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

Black Migrations: African American
Performance at Home and Abroad (AFR317-II,
AMST317-II, COMP319-I, DANC317-I,
ENGL317-I, THEA317-I)
In this course, students will investigate, critique
and define concepts of migration and diaspora
through the experiences of African Americans in
the United States and Europe. Students will explore
everything from writing and painting to sports
and dance to inquire how performance reflects,
critiques and negotiates migratory experiences in
the African diaspora. Students will also do multiple in-class performances; no prior experience is
necessary. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based upon class participation,
in-class student performances, several 2-page
performance response papers, one 10- to 12-page
research paper, a final performance with a 3-page
report. AFRC, AMSTA, AMSTO, AMSTP.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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R. Taurog

R. Braggs

Black Radicalism (AFR476-II, HIST476-II, D)
In this Senior Seminar, we will study the most
tumultuous period of Black radicalism in the
1960’s, focusing on the Black Panther Party, the
League of Revolutionary Black Workers, the
Third World Women’s Alliance/Angela Davis,
and Caribbean and African radical movements,
with an eye to examining their relevance to Black
radical movements today. Prereq: none; open to
all. Preferences: Africana Studies concentrators;
History majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation to be based
on student participation, a take-home mid-term
paper, and the completion of an original research
paper or project; all projects will have some written
component, but may include a dance performance,
spoken word, fieldwork etc. P/F not available.
AFRC, AMSTO, HISTA, HISTD, HISTF, JLSTE.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

G. Long

S. Singham

Black Utopia (AFR387-II, ENGL387-I)
Kanye West kicks off his magnum opus, My
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy, with this stirring
question: “Can we get much higher?” This course
will raise this social query over and over again,
asking who this “we” has included in the black
diasporic imagination and where exactly this “we”
might end up when we are together. Prereq: a
100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP
English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on
the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
majors. Rqmt/Eval: one 5-page paper and one 8- to
10-page paper, and steady and thoughtful class
participation. AMSTA, AMSTO, AMSTC, ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

Black Women in the United States (AFR379-II,
HIST379-II, WGSS379-II, D)
As slaves and free women, activists, domestics, artists and writers, African Americans have
played exciting and often unexpected roles in
U.S. political, social, and cultural history. In this
course we will examine black women’s lives from
the earliest importation of slaves from Africa and
the Caribbean through to the expansion of slavery,
the Civil War, freedom, Jim Crow, the Civil Rights
movements, and up to the present day. Consistent themes we will explore are the significance
of gender in African American history and the
changing roles and public perceptions of black
women both inside and outside the black community. Prereq: none. Preferences: History majors
and Africana Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on student participation,
three papers, and a brief oral presentation. AMSTP,
HISTF, WGSSR.

S. Lee

Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern
Metropolis (ASST117-II, GBST117-II,
HIST117-II, W)
Bombay or Mumbai is India’s foremost urban
center and is well known today as a truly global
city. It is the heart of India’s commercial life comparable in vibrancy and multiculturalism with the
world’s emerging cities. In this course we will explore the history of the processes that contributed
to the making of India’s most modern and global
metropolis, and the antecedents of the modernity,
the vibrant culture, dark underbelly and economic
diversity that characterize Bombay/Mumbai
today. Prereq: first-year or sophomore standing.
Preferences: first-year students, then sophomores
who have not previously taken a 100-level seminar.
Rqmt/Eval: assessment will be based on class
participation and weekly responses to readings, 2-3
short papers, leading to an oral presentation and
final paper. P/F not available. GBSTSA, HISTB.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

A. Kapadia
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Borrowing and Stealing: Originality in
Literature and Culture (ENGL123-I, W)
Someone once said that bad poets borrow and
good poets steal, suggesting that acts of theft,
as well as their subsequent cover-ups, might be
behind some of the best and seemingly most original works of art in history. This course is about
artistic and intellectual influence, inspiration,
borrowing, revision, appropriation, and outright
stealing. No prior history with theft required.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students who
have not taken or placed out of a 100-level ENGL
course. Rqmt/Eval: 5 papers totaling at least 20
pages, frequent short essays, regular and sustained
contributions to class discussion.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

G. McWeeny

Breaking Apart (SOC385-II)
Examination of the centrifugal drift of American
society. Attention to the: transformation of family,
economy, state, and mass media; institutionalization of adversary political cultures; alliance
between insulated elites with lower classes and
underclass against the interests of the working/
middle classes; the racialization of public opinion
and discussion; and the multiplicity of moral codes
and conceptions of public order that conflict with
presumably common laws. Who are we now as a
nation? Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology
and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: mandatory
attendance, class presentations, and a major term
paper. P/F not available. JLSTE.
FALL SEM: T 1:10-3:50

Brain, Behavior, and the Immune System
(NSCI312-III, PSYC312-III)
In all animals, the immune system is the body’s
defense against the outside world. Immune function is strongly influenced by environmental and
behavioral experiences, and the immune system
has a dynamic relationship with the brain. We will
study the interactions among the brain, behavior,
and the immune system in models of health and
disease. Specific topics to be examined include:
immune cells and their signaling molecules,
immune cells within the brain, sickness behaviors,
learning and memory, nervous system development, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer’s disease, and
nervous system injury and repair. Prereq: PSYC
212 (same as BIOL 212 or NSCI 201) or permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology majors
and Neuroscience concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: presentations and participation in discussions, short
papers, midterm, written and oral presentation of
the research project; weekly lab. P/F not available.
NSCIB, PSYCE.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45
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L. Williamson

R. Jackall

Buddhism: Ideas and Practices (ANTH255-II,
ASST255-II, REL255-II)
This course introduces students to Buddhism
by examining its ideas and practices as they have
taken place in actual social contexts rather than as
disembodied textual objects. After examining the
main ideas and narratives of the tradition, we turn
our attention to Thailand where we examine how
these ideas and narratives have shaped a whole
range of practices, from meditation to shamanistic
rituals. We then consider the transformations that
Buddhism is undergoing in contemporary society,
examining the rise of meditation movement, the
changing role of monks and laity, the resurgence of
the nun order, the rise of Buddhist social activism
and the development of new Buddhist social
philosophies. Prereq: none. Preferences: none.
Rqmt/Eval: full attendance and active participation; two essays.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

G. Dreyfus

Caesar and Cicero (CLLA407-I)
Cicero and Caesar were master politicians
both, but differing ambitions for their country
and themselves brought them into bitter conflict.
Aiming at a better understanding of their stylistic
achievements and their pragmatic persuasive goals,
we will read extensive selections from their speeches, letters, and commentaries, which in combination provide a compelling, detailed account of the
events and personalities that ended the Roman
republic and ushered in an era of prolonged civil
war. Prereq: CLLA 302 or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, several short written assignments
(such as article reviews), a midterm exam and
essay of moderate length, plus a final exam and
longer paper.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

Calculus II (MATH140-III, Q)
Mastery of calculus requires understanding how
integration computes areas and business profit and
acquiring a stock of techniques. Further methods
solve equations involving derivatives (“differential
equations”) for population growth or pollution
levels. Exponential and logarithmic functions
and trigonometric and inverse functions play an
important role. This course is the right starting
point for students who have seen derivatives, but
not necessarily integrals, before. Prereq: MATH
130 or equivalent; students who have received the
equivalent of advanced placement of AB 4, BC 3 or
higher may not enroll in MATH 140 without the
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based primarily on homework, quizzes,
and/or exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
L. Pedersen
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
C. Silva

A. Wilcox

Calculus I (MATH130-III, Q)
Calculus permits the computation of velocities
and other instantaneous rates of change by a limiting process called differentiation. The same process
also solves “max-min” problems: how to maximize
profit or minimize pollution. A second limiting
process, called integration, permits the computation of areas and accumulations of income or
medicines. The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus
provides a useful and surprising link between the
two processes. Prereq: MATH 102 (or demonstrated proficiency on a diagnostic test); this is an
introductory course for students who have not
seen calculus before. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based primarily on exams, homework and quizzes.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
E. Palsson
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
L. Childs

Carmen, 1845 to Now (MUS278-I, WGSS248-II,
D, W)
The story of the gypsy femme fatale Carmen has
endured for over 150 years. In Western culture
she exemplifies the seductive, exotic, independent,
and forbidden woman who drives an upstanding
man to a life of crime and finally murder. This
course explores a broad array of treatments of
this archetypal narrative, starting with Prosper
Mérimée’s 1845 novella on which Bizet based his
beloved 1875 opera Carmen. We will consider
various staged and film versions of the opera itself,
including Francesco Rosi’s stunning 1984 movie,
and discuss various other film transformations of
the story, from DeMille’s 1915 silent film through
Hammerstein’s 1954 all-black musical Carmen
Jones, to the MTV version A Hip Hopera of 2004.
Prereq: none; ability to read music useful but not
necessary. Preferences: sophomores and juniors.
Rqmt/Eval: each student will write a 5- to 6-page
essay every other week (five in all), and provide
peer reviews in alternate weeks; evaluation will be
based on the quality of written work, discussions,
and oral presentation. P/F not available. MUSA.
FALL TUT: TBA

J. Bloxam
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Categorical Data Analysis (STAT340-III, Q)
This course focuses on methods for analyzing
categorical response data. In contrast to continuous data, categorical data consist of observations
classified into two or more categories. Traditional
tools of statistical data analysis are not designed
to handle such data and pose inappropriate
assumptions. We will develop methods specifically designed to address the discrete nature of
the observations and consider many applications
in the social and biological sciences as well as in
medicine, engineering and economics. Prereq:
STAT 201 and STAT 346. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based primarily on performance on exams,
homework, and a project. PHLHS.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

B. Klingenberg

Chamber Music Workshop (MUS291-298-I)
Classical and Jazz Chamber Music and other
small departmental ensembles (including
Chamber Choir, Percussion Ensemble, Chinese
Ensemble, and Brass Ensemble) coached by faculty
on a weekly basis culminating in a performance.
Offered as a partial credit fifth course. Students are
encouraged to take this course for a letter grade,
but as with all fifth courses, pass/fail is also an
option. (Note: partial credit music lessons taken
pass-fail do not count as one of the three pass-fail
options available to students for regular semester
courses.) Students in ad hoc groups organized each
semester by the director of the chamber music
or jazz programs are required to prepare for 10
one-hour coaching sessions during the semester.
Prereq: permission of the Chamber Music Staff;
enrollment limits will depend upon instructor
availability. Preferences: more advanced students,
to be determined by audition as necessary. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation based on preparation for weekly
coachings.
FALL LSN: TBA
SPR LSN: TBA

Challenges Of Knowing (PSCI305-II)
Although we may be mistaken about something
we have ourselves experienced, we often take direct
experience to be valid on its face. How do we know
about events that occurred outside our ken? The
distinction between knowledge as truth, based on
direct knowledge, and mere opinion unhinged
from direct observation, has a long lineage. The
tutorial will consider the matter of truth and its
telling using a variety of materials from and about
the Holocaust. How can we come to know it?
Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors, Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: typical tutorial format. P/F not
available.
FALL TUT: TF 1:10-2:25

G. Marcus

Charles Dickens (ENGL300-I)
A semi-serious claim: modern London is an
invention of Charles Dickens. Without Dickens,
we would have no fogs falling like snowflakes from
London’s chimneys, no sense of a city immense
and buzzing beyond comprehension, no slums
populated by choleric paupers, rag-pickers,
bone collectors, and good-hearted children. This
course is about the rise of the realist novel in the
nineteenth century through the work of Dickens.
We’ll read across Dickens’ career, but with special
attention to London. Prereq: 100 or 200-level
ENGL course. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/
Eval: 2 papers, 1 presentation, shorter writing
assignments, regular participation. ENGLB.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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Staff
Staff

G. McWeeny

Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales (ENGL305-I)
The first major work in English, The Canterbury Tales, is a brilliant pastiche of competing
forms. Saints’ lives, dirty stories, tales of revenge,
sermons, fart jokes--they are all in the mix. We
will read the Tales in the original Middle English,
which is easier (and more fun) than it looks; no
prior exposure to the language is necessary. Prereq:
a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP
English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the
Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences: English
majors. Rqmt/Eval: frequent quizzes on vocabulary
and comprehension, practice reading Middle
English aloud, two 5- to 7-page papers, a midterm,
and a final exam. P/F not available. ENGLA.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Kleiner

Choice and Decision Making (PSYC326-II)
One aspect of “being human” is that we often
make choices that we know are bad for us. In this
course we survey theoretical and experimental
approaches to understanding our strengths and
weaknesses as decision makers. Topics include
normative decision theories, biases in probability
judgments, “fast and frugal” heuristics, impulsiveness and self-control, addictions and bad habits,
gambling, and moral decision making. Prereq:
PSYC 221 or 222 or permission of instructor;
permission is typically given to students who have
successfully completed ECON 110. Preferences:
senior Psychology majors who need the course
to fulfill the major. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets,
four 5-page essay papers, and class participation.
COGSE, PHLHM, PSYC2.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

Chemistry and Physics of Cooking
(CHEM116-III, Q)
In this course, which is intended for students
who do not plan to major in the natural sciences,
we explore scientific principles and their application to the kitchen. We draw on edible examples
such as chemical bonding and intermolecular
forces (emulsification), acid-base chemistry (leavening), kinetics and thermodynamics (cooking
styles and times), states of matter (carbonation),
types of chemical reactions (tenderizing & grilling), and energy transfer (kitchen gadgets). Bon
appetit! Prereq: none, but students who have not
taken high school chemistry should consult the
instructor. Preferences: seniors and juniors; not
appropriate for CHEM, BIOL, or PHYS majors, or
for those for have taken CHEM 151, 153, or 155.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly quizzes and problem sets, two
exams, and a paper.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

K. Kirby

Choral Conducting (MUS381-I)
Choral conducting techniques will be developed
through exercises and projects that encompass the
many facets of this activity. Using the class as the
primary practice choir, students will focus on conducting patterns applied to elements of interpretation, keyboard and vocal skills, issues of tuning
and blend, rehearsal techniques, score study,
and style and repertoire. Regular videotaping of
conducting sessions will provide opportunities for
students to study themselves. Prereq: MUS 103 and
104. Preferences: upperclass students. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on regular conducting
assignments and final projects. MUSB.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

B. Wells

J. Thoman
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Cinematography in the Digital Age (ARTH205-I,
CSCI205-III, ENGL203-I, D)
In this course we study the language of modern
cinema as shaped by two forces. The first is the
aesthetics of cinematography, as contributed
by many cultures. The second is digital film
production, which has proved both empowering
and constraining. The modern filmmaker succeeds
only through understanding both forces. Prereq: a
100 level English course, or a score of 5 on the AP
Exam in English Literature or a 6 or 7 on the International Baccalaureate; or permission of instructor.
Preferences: sophomores; Computer Science and
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: video production
activity, computational exercises in Photoshop,
script and storyboarding exercises, participation in
discussions, and essays. P/F not available.
SPR STU: TR 9:55-11:10
S. Rosenheim, M. McGuire

Civil War and Reconstruction (AFR456-II,
AMST456-II, HIST456-II)
An examination of one of the most turbulent
periods in American history, with special emphasis
on the changing status of Afro-Americans during
the era. During the war years, we shall study both
the war itself and homefront conditions: military,
naval, political, economic, and especially social
aspects will be examined in some detail. Our
study of Reconstruction will concentrate on the
evolution of federal policy toward the Southern
states and the workings out of that policy in the
South, particularly as it relates to the freedmen.
Prereqs: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on
class participation and a substantial research paper
based at least in part on primary source materials.
AMSTO, HISTF.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50
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C. Dew

Clark Visiting Professor Seminar: Global
Histories of Nineteenth-Century Visual Culture
(ARTH500-I)
In recent years there has been much debate
about a global history of art, yet there is little
consensus about what this would be. This course
explores that conundrum through a focus on
nineteenth-century visual culture. We will study
diverse art forms, cultural agents and key terms by
which this global visual history is to be conceptualized. Terms such as cosmopolitanism, transculturation and cultural exchange will be prioritized as a
way to disrupt entrenched national frameworks by
which visual culture of particular regions has often
been circumscribed. Prereqs: none. Preferences:
Graduate Program students then to senior Art
History majors. Rqmt/Eval: each student will write
one short midterm paper and a longer concluding
essay, as well as present a couple of readings to the
class. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: R 1:10-3:50

R. Mary

Clark Visiting Professor Seminar: Ottoman and
Orientalist Visual Culture (ARTH500-I)
Jean-Léon Gérôme’s famous painting, The
Snake Charmer, at the Clark Art Institute will be
our starting point for examining the connections
between Ottoman and Orientalist visual culture in
the modern period. Artists who were fascinated by
the Near East (Gérôme’, Ingres, Delacroix, Lewis,
Renoir and Matisse) will be studied alongside
Orientalist photography, international exhibitions,
travel literature and film. This course encompasses diverse regional orientalisms. Prereqs: none.
Preferences: Graduate Program students then
to senior Art History majors. Rqmt/Eval: each
student will write one short midterm paper and a
longer concluding essay, as well as present a couple
of readings to the class. P/F not available.
SPR SEM: R 1:10-3:50

R. Mary

Clinical and Community Psychology
(PSYC352-II)
A study of the theory, methods, and professional
issues in clinical and community psychology.
In addition to academic work (primary source
readings and class discussions), the course enables
students to apply their experience in academic psychology to field settings and to use their fieldwork
experience to critically evaluate academic learning.
Includes 6 hr/week supervised field-work placement arranged by the instructor in a local mental
health or social service agency. Prereq: PSYC
252. Preferences: senior, then junior, Psychology
majors; you MUST have permission of instructor
to register for this course. Rqmt/Eval: field work
(six hours per week), two 5-page position papers,
and a 12- to 15-page final paper. P/F not available.
EXPEE, PHLHR, PSYC5.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

L. Heatherington

Clinical Neuroscience (NSCI316-III,
PSYC316-III)
Diagnosing and treating neurological diseases is
the final frontier of medicine. Recent advances in
neuroscience have had a profound impact on the
understanding of diseases that affect cognition,
behavior, and emotion. This course provides an
in-depth analysis of the relationship between brain
dysfunction and disease state. We will focus on
neurodegenerative disorders including Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease, and Huntington’s
disease. We will consider diagnosis of disease,
treatment strategies, as well as social and ethical
issues. Prereq: PSYC 212 (same as BIOL 212
or NSCI 201). Preferences: Psychology majors
and Neuroscience concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on position papers, class
participation, and research project report; weekly
lab. NSCIB, PSYC1, PSYCE.
FALL LEC: M 7:00-9:40

P. Solomon

Cognition and Education (PSYC327-II)
This class will focus on basic research into the
cognitive processes underlying learning. How does
the mind encode, store, and retrieve knowledge?
How do learners (and teachers) manage their own
learning? How do educational practices depart
from what research recommends? The readings
will be scientific articles. Students will be expected
to participate in class, write papers, and take
exams. Prereq: PSYC 201 and PSYC 221 or 222, or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, essays,
midterm and final. COGSE, PSYC2, TEACS.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

N. Kornell

Cognitive Development (PSYC333-II)
Can babies decide which bottle contains more
milk? Can toddlers figure out who’s lying? How
do kids determine who’s nice and who’s mean?
How do children develop the ability to make these
decisions, and how do these abilities change over
time? In this class, we’ll be reading literature (both
seminal and cutting-edge) and designing our own
experiments to find the answers to these questions
and more. Prereq: PSYC 201 and PSYC 232.
Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: active
participation, regular thought papers and class
presentations, written report and oral presentation
on an original empirical research project; weekly
lab. P/F not available. PSYC3.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

M. Moher

Cognitive Psychology (PSYC221-II)
This course will survey the experimental study of
the structures and processes that make up normal
human cognition. Topics include perception, attention, learning, memory, categorization, language,
judgment, decision making, reasoning, and problem solving. Prereq: PSYC 101 or permission of
instructor. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/
Eval: two midterms, a final exam, and a short essay.
COGSE, PSYCA.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

N. Kornell
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Colonialism and Underdevelopment in South
Asia (ECON240-II, D, W)
Did colonial rule enrich Britain and impoverish
India? Or did it lay the foundations of a market
economy? Or both? The course takes a long view,
beginning in the mid-18th century and ending in
1947. We will consider a range of controversial and
politically charged questions, using the theoretical
and empirical methods of economists. We also
discuss how power and resistance have shaped
debate. Therefore, the course is part of the college’s
Exploring Diversity Initiative. Prereq: ECON
110. Preferences: students with a prior class on
South Asia. Rqmt/Eval: papers. P/F not available.
GBSTSA, POECPP.
FALL TUT: TBA

A. Swamy

Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and
Growing Older in Communities of Color
(AMST106-II, LATS106-II, D, W)
Working with ethnography, historical narratives,
memoirs, short stories, and popular culture,
among other texts, this EDI tutorial foregrounds
the significance of age, as it crosscuts with race,
class, and gender, in explorations of urban
inequality. Prereq: none. Preferences: first- and
second-years, students considering an American
Studies major or Latina/o Studies concentration.
Rqmt/Eval: five to six 5-page papers, five to six
2-page responses, oral presentations of papers;
discussion. P/F not available. AMSTO, AMSTP,
LATSC.
SPR TUT: TBA

M. Rua

Communities and Ecosystems (BIOL302-III,
ENVI312-III, Q)
An advanced ecology course that examines
how species interact with each other and their
environment with a focus on conservation implications. This course emphasizes phenomena that
emerge in complex ecological systems, building on
the fundamental concepts of population biology,
community ecology, and ecosystem science. This
foundation will be used to understand specific
topics relevant to conservation including the
functional significance of diversity for ecosystem
stability and processes. Prereq: BIOL/ENVI 203 or
220. Preferences: Biology majors and Environmental Studies majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on lab reports, a midterm
exam, a term project presentation, and a final
project paper. ENVIN, ENVSBA, EXPEE.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

Comparative American Immigration History
(HIST380-II, D)
This course examines the underlying tension
between the notion of American pluralism and the
desire for homogeneity through the study of the
history of immigration to the United States from
Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, the
Middle East, and Africa. Special attention will be
paid to the condition in the sending countries and
the historical ties of those countries to the United
States, immigration and labor recruitment, and
the development of American immigration policy.
Prereq: none; open to first-year students with
instructor’s permission. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on two short critical essay (5-7 pages) and
a final oral history/family history 15-20 pages).
AMSTO, AMSTP, ASAMC, GBSTBO, HISTF,
JLSTI, LATSR.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
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M. Morales

S. Wong

Comparative Latina/o Migrations (HIST471-II,
LATS471-II, D, W)
Since the 1970s, policymakers, scholars, the
media, and popular discourses have used the umbrella terms “Hispanic” and “Latina/o” to refer to
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Dominicans and
more recent immigrants from Central and South
American countries. As a form of racial/ethnic
categorization, however, these umbrella terms can
mask widely divergent migration histories and
experiences in the United States. In this course, we
develop theoretical perspectives and comparative
analyses to untangle a complicated web of similarities and differences among Latino groups. Prereq:
none. Preferences: History majors and Latina/o
Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on class participation and presentations,
a proposal, an annotated bibliography, a short
historiographical essay, and a research paper based
in part on primary sources. AMSTO, GBSTBO,
HISTF, LATSS.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

C. Whalen

Compiler Design (CSCI434-III, Q)
This tutorial covers the principles and practices
for the design and implementation of compilers
and interpreters. Topics include all stages of the
compilation and execution process: lexical analysis; parsing; symbol tables; type systems; scope;
semantic analysis; intermediate representations;
run-time environments and interpreters; code
generation; program analysis and optimization;
and garbage collection. The course covers both
the theoretical and practical implications of these
topics. Prereq: CSCI 237 and 361 (concurrent
enrollment is acceptable); CSCI 334 is recommended, but not required. Preferences: current or
expected Computer Science majors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on presentations, problem
sets, a substantial implementation project, and two
exams; weekly lab. P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

Comparative Postcolonial Narratives: Novels
from the Arab World, Latin-America and the
Caribbean (ARAB261-I, COMP261-I, W)
In this introductory course to the global
postcolonial novel, we will examine novels in
translation from the Arab world, Latin America
and the Caribbean that are in conversation with
each other. Through textual and formal analysis of
selected novels in translation, we will ask questions
concerning the legacy of the different forms of European colonialism in these distinct geographies.
This course has two goals: First, to familiarize students with classical, canonical and popular Arabic,
Latin American and Caribbean novels that deal
with the history of European colonialism and/or its
aftermath. Second, to introduce student to some of
the critical trends and theoretical debates concerning the potential and limits of reading these novels
as resistance and/or postcolonial literature. Prereq:
none. Preferences: majors or prospective majors in
Comparative Literature or Arabic Studies. Rqmt/
Eval: active class participation, three short papers
(3-5 pages) and a final 7- to 10-page expansion and
rewrite. P/F not available. ARABE.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

S. Freund

Complex Analysis (MATH372-III, Q)
The calculus of complex-valued functions has
unexpected simplicity and power. As an example
of simplicity, every complex-differentiable function
is infinitely differentiable. As examples of power,
the residue calculus converts integration to
algebra, and conformal mapping reduces physical
problems on very general domains to problems
on the round disc. We will discuss these and other
topics as time permits (such as the Riemann Mapping Theorem, Special Functions, and the Central
Limit Theorem). Prereq: MATH 350 or MATH
351. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily
on homework, classwork, and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

S. Miller

A. Eqeiq
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Composition I (MUS205-I)
Beginning courses in musical composition
taught in tutorial format. Size and number of
required projects will vary from 4 to 5. Each
assignment will represent 25% of the student’s final
grade. A group meeting per week will deal with
the presentation of the student’s work in progress,
analysis of models for composition, performance
of work in class, and critiquing of work. There will
be a weekly individual meeting with the instructor
to discuss each students progress. Prereq: MUS 202
(may be taken concurrently) and permission of
instructor; not open to first-year students. Preferences: Music majors; consideration of non-majors
based on qualifications and experience. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation based on the quality and timeliness of
composition projects, attendance, and class participation. P/F not available. MUSB.
FALL TUT: MR 1:10-2:25

I. Perez Velazquez

Composition II (MUS206-I)
Beginning courses in musical composition
taught in tutorial format. Size and number of
required assignments will vary from 3 to 6 in
addition to a possible full semester composition
project. One to two group meetings per week will
deal with the presentation of new assignments,
analysis of models for composition, performance
of work in class, and critiquing of work. Individual
meetings may be added to deal with individual
needs. Students must also be available for performances and reading of work outside normal class
time. Prereq: MUS 202 (may be taken concurrently) and permission of instructor. Preferences:
Music majors; consideration of non-majors based
on qualifications and experience. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation based on the quality and timeliness of
composition projects, attendance, and class participation. P/F not available. EXPEE, MUSB.
SPR TUT: TF 1:10-2:25
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Z. Wadsworth

Composition III (MUS307-I)
Advanced individual instruction in composition.
Projects will be initiated largely by the students
with guidance from the instructor. Student is
responsible for arranging performance of his/her
own work. Student may enroll for up to four semesters by taking these courses in sequence, with
the lower numbered course being the prerequisite
for the next higher numbered course. May not
be taken in conjunction with Music 493 or 494.
Prereq: MUS 205T, 206T and permission of instructor; 2 students per instructor for both courses
(MUS 307, 308). MUSB.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

I. Perez Velazquez
Staff

Composition IV (MUS308-I)
Advanced individual instruction in composition.
Projects will be initiated largely by the students
with guidance from the instructor. Student is
responsible for arranging performance of his/her
own work.
Student may enroll for up to four semesters by
taking these courses in sequence, with the lower
numbered course being the prerequisite for the
next higher numbered course. May not be taken
in conjunction with Music 493 or 494. Prereq:
MUS 205T, 206T and permission of instructor; 2
students per instructor for both courses (MUS 307,
308). MUSB.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

I. Perez Velazquez
Staff

Computational Chemistry and Molecular
Spectroscopy (CHEM368-III)
This course provides an introduction to the principles of computational quantum mechanics and
their application to problems of chemical interest
such as chemical bonding, chemical reactivity, and
molecular spectroscopy. In laboratory sessions
and through independent work, students will
apply electronic structure calculations to current
research questions and present their results in a tutorial format to master the fundamentals, practical
considerations, and interpretation of the results.
Prereq: CHEM 361 or equivalent background in
Physics. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on tutorial
participation, presentations, and submitted papers.
P/F not available.
SPR TUT: MWF 12:00-12:50

D. Bingemann

Computational Statistics and Data Mining
(STAT442-III, Q)
In both science and industry today, the ability
to collect and store data can outpace our ability to
analyze it. Traditional techniques in statistics are
often unable to cope with the size and complexity
of today’s data bases and data warehouses. In this
course we’ll study new methodologies that have
recently been developed, designed to address
these inadequacies, emphasizing visualization,
exploration and empirical model building at the
expense of traditional hypothesis testing. Prereq:
STAT 346 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based primarily on homeworks
and projects.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

R. De Veaux

Computer Networks (CSCI336-III, Q)
This course explores the design and implementation of computer networks. Topics include wired
and wireless networks; techniques for efficient
and reliable encoding and transmission of data;
addressing schemes and routing mechanisms;
resource allocation for bandwidth sharing; and
security issues. An important unifying themes is
the distributed nature of all network problems. We
will examine the ways in which these issues are
addressed by current protocols such as TCP/IP and
802.11 WIFI. Prereq: CSCI 136 and 237. Preferences: current or expected Computer Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on problem
sets, programming assignments, and midterm and
final examinations; weekly lab. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

T. Murtagh

Computer Organization (CSCI237-III, Q)
This course studies the basic instruction set
architecture and organization of a modern computer. Over the semester the student learns the
fundamentals of translating higher level languages
into assembly language, and the interpretation of
machine languages by hardware. At the same time,
a model of computer hardware organization is developed from the gate level upward. Final projects
focus on the design of a complex control system
in hardware or firmware. Prereq: CSCI 134, or
both experience in programming and permission
of instructor. Preferences: current or expected
Computer Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based primarily on weekly labs, final design
project, two exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

D. Bailey

Condensed Matter Physics (PHYS451-III, Q)
This course will explore the physics of metals,
insulators, semiconductors starting with quantum
ideas to develop an understanding of structure and
the electronic states, and the consequent electronic, thermal, optical, and mechanical properties.
New materials (e.g., nano-structures, photonic
band gap materials, polymers, superconductors)
will also be surveyed. Prereq: PHYS 301; PHYS 302
preferred; or permission of instructor. Preferences:
Physics majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly readings and
problem sets.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Aalberts
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Confronting Japan (JAPN274-I, COMP274-I,
W)
This tutorial looks into confrontations, within
Japan and across its borders, how such confrontations are perceived, handled and narrated, and
what they tell us about Japanese society. Through
literature and other media, we will probe domestic
issues, such as bullying, suicide, reclusion and
gender inequality, and international issues, related
to Japan’s shifting role within East Asia. Discussions will untangle the conflicting perspectives,
and elaborate the thoughts and feelings of the
various contestants. Prereq: sophomore standing
or higher. Preferences: Japanese majors. Rqmt/
Eval: 4- to 5-page papers and 2-page critiques
(in alternating weeks), and one final report at the
culmination of the course. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TBA

SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

M. Barry

S. Kagaya

Contemporary Africana Social and Political
Philosophy (AFR132-II, AMST132-II,
PSCI132-II, D)
This introductory seminar investigates the relationship between three major schools of thought
in contemporary Africana social and political
philosophy, namely the African, Afro-American,
and Afro-Caribbean intellectual traditions. We will
discuss a range of thinkers including Aimé Césaire,
Angela Y. Davis, Édouard Glissant, Lewis R.
Gordon, Kwame Gyekye, Paget Henry, bell hooks,
Charles W. Mills, Nkiru Nzegwu, Lucius Outlaw,
Oyèrónke Oyewùmi, Tommie Shelby, and Sylvia
Wynter. Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences:
first- and second-year students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on attendance and participation,
two 5- to 7-page essays, and one 10-page final
paper. AFRC, AMSTO, AMSTC.

Contemporary Problems in Political Economy
(POEC401-II)
This course examines contemporary problems in
political economy in the United States and across
the developed world. Using both Economics and
Political Science methods of analysis, students will
study the exercise of power and the accumulation
of wealth in the world today as well as central
public policy debates around those processes. The
goal of this course is to build upon theoretical
debates encountered in POEC 250 as well as to
prepare students for the projects they will do in
POEC 402. Prereq: ECON 110 and 120; PSCI 201
or 203, or equivalent; PSCI 202 or 204, or equivalent; POEC 253 or ECON 255, or permission
of instructor; open to non-majors. Preferences:
Political Economy majors. Rqmt/Eval: two 8- to
10-page papers; one 12- to 15-page paper, rewrite;
three short data analysis projects; in-class group
presentations; class participation. GBSTEC.

N. Roberts

FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50 D. Paul, D. Zimmerman

SPR SEM: MW 11:00-12:15
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Contemporary Metaethics (PHIL335-II, W)
We often speak as if moral judgments can be
true or false, warranted or unwarranted. But how
should objectivity in this domain be understood?
Is moral objectivity like scientific objectivity,
assuming we have a clear sense of what that
involves? If not, should that concern us? Are there
other models for understanding moral objectivity
besides science? Prereq: two courses in PHIL
(including one of the following: a 100-level course,
PHIL 201, or PHIL 202). Preferences: Philosophy
majors and those considering the Philosophy
major. Rqmt/Eval: short response papers, midterm
paper, final paper, attendance and participation.
PHILV.

Contemporary Russian Culture and Politics
(GBST214-II, RUSS214-I)
An introduction to post-Soviet Russian culture
and politics: key features of Russian politics will be
identified and explored in select Russian literary
texts and films (all in English translation). Scholarly materials on Russia’s political institutions,
economy, civil society, and foreign policy will be
studied to provide the context and background
for the discussion of the artistic texts. Knowledge
of Russian is not required; all course readings will
be in English. Prereq: none. Preferences: students
majoring in Russian, Global Studies, Political
Science, History. Rqmt/Eval: short response essays;
final exam; class participation.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

J. van de Stadt

Continuing Russian (RUSS152-I, D)
This is the fourth semester of Russian at Williams and an EDI language course. You’ll need to
finish this course to do study abroad in Russia,
since it will give you advanced grammar topics
and a larger vocabulary. Topics vary from year to
year and instructor to instructor, but often they
focus on contemporary issues. Prereq: RUSS 151
or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: active
class participation, completion of all assignments,
quizzes, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

J. van de Stadt

B. Aliev

Continuing Russian (RUSS151-I, D)
This EDI language course is the third semester of
Russian at Williams. Topics vary from year to year
and instructor to instructor, but you’ll review all
the grammar you learned in 101-102 and continue
building your vocabulary. You’ll have the chance to
read unabridged texts and to watch whole movies
for the first time. Prereq: completion of at least
one year of college-level Russian (RUSS 101-102)
or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: active
class participation, completion of all assignments,
quizzes, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

Continuing Russian (RUSS251-I, D)
The same course as RUSS 151 but for students
at the advanced level. See RUSS 151/152 for full
course description. As an EDI course, RUSS 251
focuses on the relationship between language
and culture. . Prereq: RUSS 152 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation,
completion of all assignments, quizzes, and a final
exam.

Continuing Russian (RUSS252-I, D)
The same course as RUSS 152 but for students
at the advanced level. See RUSS 151/152 for full
course description. As an EDI course, RUSS 252
focuses on the relationship between language
and culture. Prereq: RUSS 251 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation,
completion of all assignments, quizzes, and a final
exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

B. Aliev

Corporate Finance (ECON384-II, Q)
This course analyzes the major financial
decisions facing firms. While the course takes
the perspective of a manager making decisions
about what investments to undertake and how
to finance these projects, it will emphasize the
underlying economic models that are relevant for
these decisions. Topics include capital budgeting,
links between real and financial investments,
capital structure choices, dividend policy, and
firm valuation. Prereq: ECON 251, 252, and some
familiarity with statistics (e.g., ECON 255). Preferences: senior Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, problem sets, short quizzes, short
projects such as case write ups, a midterm exam, a
final exam and a group project.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

W. Gentry

B. Aliev
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Costume Design (ARTS200-I, THEA305-I)
This course is an introductory and intensive
study the art of costume design. The focus is on the
designer’s process: script analysis, collaboration,
research, design principles, rendering techniques,
organizational skills, and design presentation.
Prereq: successful completion of any 200-level
course in any of the fine or performing arts or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Theater and
Art Studio, sophomores and juniors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on multiple design assignments including a detailed final design project,
costume labs, image and research files, costume
sketchbook, short papers, committed participation,
and attendance.
SPR STU: MR 1:10-3:50

D. Brothers

Creative Process in Dance (DANC301-I)
This course examines the methods used to make
dances. It is intended for the experienced mover
who is ready to focus on theory, methods and the
history of composing dance in various traditions.
Students will be asked to identify their own methods and engage in research and regular presentations of their compositions for critical feedback.
The class will also study innovative professional
choreographers such as Pina Bausch, Ping Chong,
George Balanchine, Eiko and Koma, Rennie
Harris, Alvin Ailey, Martha Graham, Ronald K.
Brown, Lucinda Childs and Merce Cunningham.
Prereq: a minimum of 1-2 years experience as a
dancer or choreographer prior to college or 1-2
years experience in a Williams College dance
company or permission of instructor. Preferences: students who have experience in the process
of making dances or using movement as part of
making theater and other kinds of performance.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on the quality
of participation, assigned projects and presentations.
SPR SEM: TBA

Crafting Research: Methods in Africana Studies
(AFR406-II)
Students of Africana Studies swiftly recognize
that there is a limitless breadth to what constitutes
“Africana experience” and that there are diverse
means through which Africana experience is
examined. This capstone seminar will explore a
variety of methods and strategies for crafting research within the field of Africana Studies. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Africana Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based upon class
participation, response papers, and a final research
project. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

R. Manigault-Bryant

S. Burton, E. Dankmeyer

Cultures of Climate Change (SOC303-II,
ENVI303-II, W)
Despite scientific agreement about its existence
and its causes, many people do not see climate
change as a serious problem, or as a problem at
all. Many others see it as the most serious problem
our species has ever faced. What are the sources of
this disparity? Why can’t we agree about climate
change? How does something as complex and
confusing as climate change become a “problem”
in the first place? Prereq: ENVI 101 or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Environmental Policy
& Environmental Science majors and Environmental Studies concentrators first; Anthropology
and Sociology majors second. Rqmt/Eval: a 15- to
18-page research paper and several shorter writing
assignments. ENVIH.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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N. Howe

Dangerous Exposures: Environment, Immunity,
and Infectious Disease (BIOL219-III, W)
Emerging infectious diseases and old diseases
with new pathogenic properties incite fears of a
contagious pandemic. Explore the ecology and
evolution of Ebola, AIDS, dengue, cholera, flu,
drug-resistant TB, transmissible cancer and malaria. Topics include transmission dynamics, epidemiological modeling of vaccination strategies, and
wildlife reservoirs that contribute to human virus
exposure. A common theme will be the interplay
between the host immune response and the evolution of the pathogen. Prereq: BIOL 101 and 102.
Preferences: sophomores, students interested in
public health. Rqmt/Eval: six 4- to 5-page papers;
tutorial presentations, and the student’s progress
towards intellectual independence and creativity
as a presenter and a respondent. P/F not available.
PHLHD.
SPR TUT: R 11:20-12:35

L. Banta

Dante (COMP317-I, ENGL304-I)
In the spring of 1300, Dante Alighieri entered
Hell. The Divine Comedy is the record of the journey that followed. Though the poem is probably
now best known for its savagery--the bodies split
open, the Popes turned upside down and lit on
fire--it is also, as Dante claims, a love story and a
work of high imaginative daring. Among its final
images is a vision of paradise rendered through
the precise if also mind-bending language of
non-Euclidean geometry. All readings will be in
translation. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a
score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval:
four written exercises, three exams, and a 10-page
final paper. P/F not available. ENGLA.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

J. Kleiner

Data Structures and Advanced Programming
(CSCI136-III, Q)
This course builds on the programming skills
acquired in Computer Science 134. It couples work
on program design, analysis, and verification with
an introduction to the study of data structures.
Data structures capture common ways in which to
store and manipulate data, and they are important
in the construction of sophisticated computer
programs. Students are introduced to some of
the most important and frequently used data
structures. Prereq: CSCI 134 or equivalent; MATH
200 is recommended, but not required. Preferences: first-year and sophomore students. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on programming
assignments, homework and/or examinations;
weekly lab. BGNPR.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

M. McGuire
W. Lenhart

Demigods: Nature, Social Theory, and Visual
Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to
Modern (ARTH236-I, CLAS236-I, ENVI236-I)
This course traces the obscure history of demigods (satyrs, centaurs, nymphs, Pan, etc.) from
its origins in ancient Greek art and poetry until
today. We pay special attention to three points: the
relationship between the mythology of demigods
and ancient political theory concerning primitive
life; the relationship between the mythology and
evolving conceptions of the environment, and the
capacity of the visual arts to generate and transmit
mythology that has a limited literary counterpart.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Art-History majors,
Classics majors, sophomores, lottery. Rqmt/
Eval: attendance, participation, midterm exam,
final exam, final short research paper. ARTH14,
ARTH16-.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

G. Hedreen
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Democracy in America: From the Founding to
Facebook (HIST377-II, LEAD205-II)
We all know that we live in a democracy. But
how did America become a democracy, and what
has it actually meant to be an American citizen?
We will examine how founders such as Benjamin
Franklin and James Madison envisioned the
relation between the people and the government;
how workers, African Americans, women, and
immigrants have fought to participate in American politics; and how new technologies such as
Facebook and Twitter are reshaping democratic
participation in the 21st century. Prereq: none.
Preferences: Leadership Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly writing assignments, term
paper, midterm and final in-class exams. HISTF,
LEADS, LEADM.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

M. Williams

Depiction of Politically Radical Youth in
Contemporary Russian Literature (RUSS401-I)
We will read novels published since 2000 by
young Russian authors--such as Z. Prilepin, S.
Shargunov, A. Garros and A. Evdokimov--portraying young people who oppose the social and
political order of Russia and join ultra-radical
youth movements. We will explore how these
novels present the mindset and psychology of
these rebellious groups and individuals, paying
attention to their language with its obscenities and
slang. We will also discuss the relevant media coverage (TV, the press, radio). Prereq: RUSS 252 or
the permission of instructor. Preferences: Russian
majors. Rqmt/Eval: participation, short essays,
brief oral presentations. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50
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B. Aliev

Depression (PSYC357-II)
This course will provide students with a comprehensive understanding of depression. Topics will
include assessment, models of etiology and course,
effective approaches to prevention and intervention, and depression in specific populations.
Readings will expose students to seminal works in
the field as well as current methods and research
findings. All students will design and conduct an
empirical research project based on the readings
and concepts discussed. Prereq: PSYC 201 and
PSYC 252. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/
Eval: class participation, in-class short written
responses, weekly response papers, midterm
exam, an original empirical research project, a
written report of the research project, and an oral
presentation of the research project; weekly lab.
PSYC5, PSYCE.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

C. Stroud

Developing Country Macroeconomics
(ECON505-II)
The macroeconomic structures of developing
countries tend to be very different from those in
high-income countries, and their macroeconomic
policy environments also differ in important ways
from those in rich countries. This course is intended to introduce students to a set of models that is
particularly suitable for analyzing macroeconomic
performance in developing countries, as well as to
some analytical tools that help us understand why
such countries have often suffered macroeconomic
crises. Prereq: ECON 251 and 252; undergraduate enrollment limited and requires instructor’s
permission. Rqmt/Eval: two hour tests and a comprehensive final exam. GBSTEC, POECPP.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

P. Montiel

Developing Country Macroeconomics II
(ECON359-II, ECON515-II)
Developing countries do not find it difficult to
initiate rapid growth, but do find it difficult to
sustain it. Growth spurts are often derailed by
macroeconomic shocks. As developing countries
become increasingly open to trade and financial
interactions with the rest of the world, such shocks
may become more frequent, and potentially more
severe. This course examines the types of macroeconomic institutions that can help developing
countries withstand such shocks and sustain
economic growth. Prereq: ECON 505; undergraduate enrollment limited and requires instructor’s
permission. Rqmt/Eval: two midterms and a final
project. GBSTEC, POECIN.
SPR SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

P. Montiel

Development Economics I (ECON501-II)
This course presents the major theories of
economic growth and development, building a
framework for addressing questions like: Why
are some nations rich and others poor? Why
have some grown over time, while others have
stagnated? Do all economies face similar challenges to achieving sustained growth? Will poor
nations ever catch up to rich? We explore different
theoretical and empirical strategies for answering
these questions, emphasizing their implications for
policy in the developing world. Prereq: ECON 251,
252, and 255; undergraduate enrollment limited
and requires instructor’s permission. Rqmt/Eval:
problem sets, one midterm exam, and a final exam.
GBSTEC, POECPP.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

Q. Ashraf

Developmental Psychology (PSYC232-II)
An introduction to the study of human growth
and development from conception through
emerging adulthood. Topics for discussion include
prenatal development, perceptual and motor
development, language acquisition, cognitive development, and social and emotional development.
These topics form the basis for a discussion of the
major theories of human development, including
early experience, neural plasticity, social learning,
cognitive-developmental, and ethological models.
Prereq: PSYC 101. Preferences: sophomores and
junior Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation, 3 exams (2 midterms and final) and
a 5- to 7-page paper. PSYCB, TEACS.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

M. Moher
A. Hane

Devised Performance Studio (ARTS250-I,
THEA350-I)
“Devised theater” is an umbrella term for
ensemble-based approaches to making art using
research, improvisation, and in-progress showings
in a holistic, creative process to produce new and
innovative performance work. By looking beyond
the traditional roles, structures, and specializations
of mainstream theater, today’s most compelling
“devised theater” artists have sought out creative
paradigms of shared responsibility, flattened
hierarchies, and communication across disciplines.
Prereq: none. Preferences: the instructors will
balance the course by level of prior theatrical experience. Rqmt/Eval: participation, indiv. presentations, contribution to group work, self-evaluation.
SPR STU: TF 1:10-3:50
A. Holzapfel, D. Gurcay-Morris
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Differential Equations (MATH209-III, Q)
Historically, much beautiful mathematics has
arisen from attempts to explain physical, chemical,
biological and economic processes. A few ingenious techniques solve a surprisingly large fraction
of the associated ordinary and partial differential
equations, and geometric methods give insight
to many more. We will explore the methods,
abstract structures, and modeling applications of
ordinary and partial differential equations and
Fourier analysis. Prereq: MATH 150; students may
not normally get credit for both MATH 209 and
MATH/PHYS 210. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on problem sets, hour tests, and a final
exam. MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

J. Blackwood

Differential Geometry (MATH326-III, Q)
Differential Geometry is the study of curvature.
In turn, curvature is the heart of geometry. The
goal of this course is to start the study of curvature,
concentrating on the curvature of curves and of
surfaces, leading the deep Gauss-Bonnet Theorem
that links curvature with topology. Prereq: MATH
250. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily
on problem sets, midterms and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50
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SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

R. Royston

T. Garrity

Digital Design and Modern Architecture
(CSCI337-III, Q)
This tutorial course considers topics in the
low-level design of modern architectures. Course
meetings will review problems of designing
effective architectures including instruction-level
parallelism, branch-prediction, caching strategies,
and advanced ALU design. Readings will be taken
from recent technical literature. Labs will focus
on the development of custom CMOS circuits
to implement projects from gates to bit-sliced
ALU’s. Final group projects will develop custom
logic demonstrating concepts learned in course
meetings. Prereq: CSCI 237. Preferences: current
or expected Computer Science majors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on microprocessor design
projects, participation in tutorial meetings, and
examinations; weekly lab. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TBA

Digital Diaspora: Interrogating Race, New
Media, and Black Cultural Production Online
(AFR270-II)
Diaspora as a concept can be examined as a
distinct community, a geographic positioning,
and as a set of social movements and rhetorical
practices. How does globalization via information
technology (mobile devices, Internet, smart-objects), trouble this form of identity-making? This
course explores digital experiences in the Africa
Diaspora and discusses the intersection of race
and new media. We will examine black aesthetics
in technology use (voice, mobile devices, Twitter),
development of black virtual communities (Instagram, Black blogosphere), and digital crises and
racial panics (#blacklivesmatter, Jenna 6). Prereq:
none; no need for background in programming.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly reading, weekly short assignments, one midterm paper (7-10 pages) and a final
project (for example, building a Web site or designing a mobile app). P/F not available. AMSTA,
AMSTP, GBSTBO.

D. Bailey

Dimensions of Public Health (PHLH201-ND)
Public health is concerned with protecting and
improving health at the level of a community or
population. Although individual behavior is an
essential element of public health, collective, rather
than individual, outcomes are the focus of public
health study. In this course we will survey the
field of public health, introducing students to core
concepts and methods that highlight the interrelationship of individual choice and social institutions
with environmental and biological factors in
producing health outcomes at the population level.
Prereq: none. Preferences: sophomores, potential
Public Health concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: based on
four papers and contributions to class discussion.
P/F not available. PHLHC.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

K. Honderich

Directing (THEA308-I)
This course is geared towards those who aspire to
carry out a directorial vision for an audience. We
will explore the defining creative concept, selecting
dramatic material, analyzing text, working on
dramatic structure, and making artistic choices in
aspects of production design and acting. The class
will conclude with a final project in which students
will create a brief stage performance, a piece of
performance art, or a short stage play designed
for a video recording. Prereq: at least one class
taken in the theatre department, or permission of
instructor. Preferences: those who have also taken
any other class in the Theatre department. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on committed participation in research and class discussions, general
progress in the creative process, and quality/effectiveness of the final project.
FALL STU: MR 2:35-3:50

O. Sangare

Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals
and Wastes (ENVI283-II, PSCI283-II)
Advertisers once promised us “better living
through chemistry,” yet society has since wrestled
with how to reap benefits, yet also understand
and manage risks, from ever expanding chemical
use and pollution. With an emphasis on justice
and the protection of environmental health, we
examine novel policy responses (from local to
global) to some enduring challenges, including the
use of pesticides, ozone layer protection, reducing
risks from disasters, electronic waste and ocean
plastic pollution. Prereq: ENVI 101 or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Environmental Policy
& Environmental Science majors, Environmental Studies concentrators, and Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: participation, several smaller
assignments, and a final research project. AMSTP,
ENVIP, ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA, PHLHN,
POECPP, PSCIRE.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Discrete Mathematics (MATH200-III, Q)
As a complement to calculus, which is the study
of continuous processes, this course focuses on
the discrete, including finite sets and structures,
their properties and applications. Topics will
include basic set theory, infinity, graph theory,
logic, counting, recursion, functions, and number
theory. The course serves as an introduction not
only to these and other topics but also to the methods and styles of mathematical proof and problem
solving. Prereq: MATH 140 or MATH 130 with
CSCI 134 or one year of high school calculus with
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based primarily on homework, presentations, and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

F. Morgan
F. Morgan

“Disease” in Modern Chinese Literature and
Culture (CHIN253-I, COMP254-I, WGSS255-II,
D)
This course examines how modern Chinese literature writes and visualizes “disease”--a universal
human experience that is nevertheless heavily
bounded by culture and history. We examine
the cultural and social meaning of “disease”; the
relationship between diseases on the one hand, and
the politics of body, gender, and class on the other;
and we ask how drug addition, infectious (sexual)
disease, and mental illness are defined, represented, and understood in Chinese literary canons.
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: two
5-page papers, one final project, two in-class
presentations. P/F not available. PHLHB.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. He

P. Kohler
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Distraction & Attention (ENGL301-I)
Why does being deeply absorbed in an artwork
or activity often feel a lot like zoning out, a drift
into a state of distraction? Do artworks encourage,
or discourage, certain forms of attention? Reverie,
absorption, immersion, daydreaming: this class
will be about the history and affects of attention
and distraction. We’ll immerse ourselves in a
range of literary and visual works to get at the
varied histories and states of attention over the
past two centuries. Prereq: 100- or 200-level ENGL
course. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval:
2 papers, 1 presentation, micro-responses, use of
social media. ENGLB.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

G. McWeeny

Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean
(ANTH258-II, CLAS258-I, HIST394-II,
REL213-II)
What is the relationship between politics and
religion? How do kings legitimate their rule?
Why did the ancient Greeks and Romans worship
their emperors as gods? This course examines the
origins and development of divine kingship in the
ancient Mediterranean from its earliest beginnings
in Pharaonic Egypt to the reign of the Christian
Roman Emperors in the fourth century CE. Prereq:
none. Preferences: majors or prospective majors in
Classics, Anthropology, Art History, and History.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, quizzes, one 8- to 10-page paper, a
midterm and a final exam. HISTP, LEADM.
FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

Distributed Systems (CSCI339-III, Q)
This course studies the key design principles
of distributed systems, which are networked
computers working together to achieve a common
goal. Covered topics include communication
protocols, processes and threads, naming, synchronization, consistency and replication, fault
tolerance, and security. We also examine specific
real-world distributed systems, including Google
and Amazon, to better understand how large-scale
computational systems are built. Prereq: CSCI
136 or equivalent programming experience, and
CSCI 237, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
current or expected Computer Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on homework
assignments, programming projects, and exams.
P/F not available.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
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J. Albrecht

B. Rubin

Diving into the Deluge of Data (CSCI135-III, Q)
We are surrounded by information: weather
forecasts, twitter feeds, restaurant reviews, stock
market tickers, music recommendations, and
others. This course introduces fundamental
computational concepts for representing and manipulating data. Using the programming language
Python, we will explore effective ways to organize
and transform information in order to solve
problems. Prereq: some experience programming
in any computer language; not open to students
who have successfully completed CSCI 134 or
above. Preferences: first year and sophomore
students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly assignments, programming projects, and
examinations; weekly lab.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

D. Bailey

Dolls, Puppets and Automatons (COMP209-I,
W)
Since their origin, humans have always made
anthropomorphic representations, first in the form
of idols, fetishes, or statues for religious worship,
later in the shape of puppets, dolls, or automatons
for their entertainment qualities. And yet, these
objects have always played multiple roles in human
society; modernity in particular shows a great interest paired with great ambivalence towards dolls,
puppets, and automatons, regarded both as uncanny Doppelgänger or threatening machines. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Comparative Literature majors,
or those considering a major in Comparative Literature. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, one
oral presentation, three 5- to 8-page papers.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

C. Kone

Domestic Politics of National Security
(LEAD364-II, PSCI364-II)
This course examines the management of one
of the largest, most complex organizations in the
world: the US military. We will consider the relationships among civilian and military leaders and
the citizens of the US, and the roles of the president, Congress, political partisans, interest groups,
media, experts, and bureaucrats in shaping defense
policy in the US. At the end of the course students
should understand the range of domestic pressures
that constrain and inform US strategic choices.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science majors
and Leadership Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
papers, participation, exam. P/F not available.
LEADF, PSCIIR.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

E. Gholz

Drawing I (ARTS100-I)
Drawing extends your observational skills
and, when combined with your intuitive and
intellectual qualities, offers you an excellent means
of communicating how, what, when and where
you engage your experiences. As in any language,
the descriptions of those observations begin with
basic details and, with extensive practice, become
more articulate. This requires of you the ability to
focus, to frequently repeat the mundane in order
to achieve the eloquent and to put aside judgment
in favor of developing a self-critical awareness.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Art Majors (declared);
students who have previously enrolled but have
been dropped from the course, first-year and
sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on the quality of work produced, successful
completion of all assignments, and attendance. P/F
not available.
FALL STU: TR 9:55-12:35

E. Epping

Drawing I (ARTS100-I)
The purpose of this course in beginning drawing
is to advance your understanding of fundamental
aspects of the language of visual communication
and expression. Through the development of greater visual acuity, an examination of the structure of
the two dimensional image, and the study of appropriate working methods, you will work to give
coherent visual form to your own observations,
and will develop an enhanced ability to understand
the images created by others. The development
of appropriate technical skills, strengthening of
observational skills, and a basic understanding of
the interrelationship between form and content
in drawing are the key aims of this course. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Art Majors (declared); students
who have previously enrolled but have been
dropped from the course, first-year and sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
primarily on the quality of work produced as well
as some attention to the student’s progress.
FALL STU: M 7:00-9:40

S. Levin
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Drawing I (ARTS100-I)
This course will heighten your awareness of
the visual world, teach basic drawing skills, and
demonstrate how drawing operates as a form of
visual exchange. Each class session introduces you
to a specific drawing technique, concept or media.
The homework assignments involve practicing
the skills presented in class while encouraging
personal expression by incorporating your own
ideas into the art work. This course also promotes
the understanding of artists and their work. It
requires that you attend at least one Visiting Artist
presentation to gain a deeper knowledge of artist’s
aspirations and practices. Prereq: none. Preferences: Art Majors (declared); students who have
previously enrolled but have been dropped from
the course, first-year and sophomore students.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on the quality
and quantity of work produced, depth and quality
of investigative process, participation in critiques,
and attendance. P/F not available.
FALL STU: W 1:10-3:50

TBA

Early Experience and the Developing Infant
(PSYC335-II, W)
This course delves into the literature that
highlights the dynamic interactions between the
developing fetus/infant and the environment.
The course readings span a range of disciplines
and cover a diversity of hot topics in the study
of prenatal and infant development, including
empirical research drawn from the developmental,
neuroscience, psychopathology, and pediatric
literatures. Prereq: PSYC 201, PSYC 212, and
PSYC 232 or permission of instructor. Preferences:
Psychology majors and Neuroscience concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, regular
thought papers and class presentations, and a written report and accompanying presentation of an
independent research project; weekly lab. PHLHD,
PHLHR, PSYC3, PSYCE.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

A. Hane

Earth Resources (ENVI207-III, GEOS205-III)
The metal in your soda can, the plastic in your
Nalgene, the components of your computer, the
glass in your window, the hydrocarbons being
burned to keep you warm in the winter or to
transport you in cars or aircraft, the cars and aircraft themselves: all are made of materials mined
from the Earth. This class introduces the geologic
processes that control formation, distribution, and
extent of materials reserves: dimension stone and
gravel, base and precious metal ores, gemstones,
petroleum, nuclear energy sources, and specialty
materials for medical, technological, and military
uses. Prereq: one 100-level GEOS course or permission of instructor. Preferences: sophomores and
Geosciences majors. Rqmt/Eval: one hour exam,
a final exam, lab exercises, and class participation.
P/F not available. ENVIN, ENVSGC.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

Ecocriticism (ENGL318-I, ENVI315-I)
How does the human imagination encounter its
environment? This overarching question is of particular importance now, as the humanities struggle
to address the ecological crises of our time. We’ll
read from the long tradition of environmentally-minded literary works in order to historicize
concepts of nature and wilderness. Prereq: none.
Preferences: students in English or Environmental
Studies; seniors; but decided case by case. Rqmt/
Eval: engaged and thoughtful participation, frequent short responses, and two papers. AMSTP.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

J. Fisher

“Ecologismo”: Language, Culture and the
Environment in Latin America (ENVI198-I,
RLSP198-I)
This is a content-driven language course in
which students will increase their proficiency in
Spanish through reading, discussing and writing
about a wide variety of cultural texts related to
contemporary environmental politics in Latin
America. Prereq: RLSP 105, 106, placement exam
or permission on instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
based on written assignments of varying length
and genre, oral presentations, active and informed
class participation. ENVIH, ENVPSB.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
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R. Cox

J. French

“Ecologismo”: Literature, Culture and the
Environment in Latin America (ENVI218-I,
RLSP214-I)
How have Latin American authors and artists
responded to environmental concerns over the
past 100 years? How do the region’s socioeconomic realities inform Latin American responses
to environmental issues? Does Latin America’s
“environmental imaginary” differ from that of the
US? In this course we will explore these questions
and more through fiction, poetry, painting and
film from throughout Latin America. Evaluation based on written work, presentations, class
participation. In Spanish. Prereq: one course RLSP
105 and above, placement exam, or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Spanish majors, Envi
majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evalution
based on three 5- to 7-page essays, reaction papers,
oral presentations, active and informed class
participation.
SPR SEM: TBA

FALL SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

H. Art

J. French

Ecology (BIOL203-III, ENVI203-III, Q)
This course combines lectures with field and
indoor laboratory exercises to explore factors
that determine the distribution and abundance of
plants and animals in natural systems. The course
begins with an overall view of global patterns and
then builds from the population to the ecosystem
level. An emphasis is given to basic ecological
principles and relates them to current environmental issues. Prereq: BIOL 101 and 102, or ENVI
101 or 102, or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on problem sets, lab
reports, hour exams, and a final exam. ENVIC,
ENVPC, ENVSC.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture
(BIOL422-III, ENVI422-III)
A seminar/field course investigating patterns,
processes, and concepts of stability in humandominated, food production ecosystems. A
capstone course that draws upon the experiences
students have had in biology and environmental
studies courses. Topics include: agricultural diversity, ecosystem function, sustainability, resilience,
and stability of food production, distribution
systems, and nutrient components. Two extensive
field trips will be taken to agricultural operations
in the region. Prereq: BIOL/ENVI 203 or BIOL 302
or permission of instructor. Preferences: open to
juniors and seniors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on writing assignments, seminar presentation, and course participation. ENVIN, ENVSBA,
PHLHN.

D. Smith

Econometrics (ECON255-II, Q)
An introduction to the theory and practice
of applied quantitative economic analysis. This
course familiarizes students with the strengths
and weaknesses of the basic empirical methods
used by economists to evaluate economic theory
against economic data. Emphasizes both the
statistical foundations of regression techniques
and the practical application of those techniques in
empirical research. Computer exercises will provide experience in using the empirical methods.
Prereq: MATH 130 and STAT 101, or STAT 201 or
equivalent, plus one course in ECON. Rqmt/Eval:
problem sets, two midterms, group presentations,
and possible additional assignments. ENVPM,
ENVSM, PHLHS, POECR.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, MR 2:35-3:50
D. Zimmerman, M. Gibson
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25, TR 11:20-12:35,
TF 1:10-2:25 T. Watson, A. Swamy, M. Gibson
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Economic Development of China (ECON460-II)
This course is an introduction to the economic
development of China in the post-1978 period.
It seeks to provide an overview of the process by
which China grew from an economic backwater
to the second largest economy in the world, with
a particular focus on rural development and
inequality; human capital and education; and
health and gender in the Chinese context. In
addition, the course has the goal of familiarizing
students with current economics research around
the economy of China. Prereq: ECON 251 and
255. Preferences: senior Economics majors. Rqmt/
Eval: in-class quizzes, literature critique, individual
project comprising a presentation and final paper.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

J. Leight

Economics of Developing Countries
(ECON204-II, ENVI234-II)
The leaders of poor countries almost universally
proclaim “economic development” to be their
eventual destination, but it is not easy to visualize
the journey. Is rapid economic growth sufficient to
generate development, or do governments need to
pro-actively invest in health and education? When
does globalization facilitate development? Has the
climate crisis upended our traditional models?
The class will introduce these and related issues, as
analyzed by economists. Prereq: one ECON class at
Williams or prior course deemed equivalent by the
Economics Department. Preferences: first-year and
sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: short essays, midterm examination, 15-page final paper. P/F not
available. ENVIP, ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA,
GBSTAS, GBSTEC, POECPP.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

Economic Liberalism and Its Critics
(ECON299-II, POEC250-II, PSCI238-II)
Economic liberalism holds that society is better
off if people enjoy economic freedom, while its
critics point to why this approach can lead to bad
policies. The course reviews major thinkers historically and then turns to key current policy debates.
These include workplace issues; asymmetric information and social insurance; economic inequality
and redistribution; health care; intergenerational
equity and climate change; economic nationalism;
behavioral economics; finance; and rent-seeking.
Prereq: ECON 110 and 120 or equivalent; PSCI
201 or 203 (may be taken concurrently with POEC
250) or a score of 5 on the AP exam in U.S. Government and Politics; (or permission of instructor); open to non-majors. Preferences: Political
Economy majors and sophomores intending a
Political Economy major. Rqmt/Eval: eight 2-page
papers and a final exam. AMSTC, POECR.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50
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J. Bakija, J. Mahon

A. Swamy

Economics of Institutions (ECON459-II, W, Q)
Why are some nations rich and others poor?
One key approach to this question highlights a
country’s institutions, broadly defined, as the ultimate determinant of its economic prosperity. This
course will survey the literature on institutions and
economic development, emphasizing empirical evidence from both historical and contemporary societies. The purpose of the course will be to expose
students to the core ideas and empirical tools
employed at the frontier of research in this area of
inquiry. Prereq: ECON 251, ECON 252 and ECON
255 or permission of instructor. Preferences: senior
Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: three 4- to 5-page
critical reviews of published work; one 15-page
final research paper (potentially involving applied
econometric work); extensive class participation.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

Q. Ashraf

Electricity and Magnetism (PHYS201-III, Q)
We study electromagnetic phenomena and their
mathematical description. Topics include electrostatics, magnetic fields, and electromagnetic induction, DC and AC circuits, and the electromagnetic
properties of matter. We also introduce Maxwell’s
equations, which express the essence of the theory
in remarkably succinct form. Prereq: PHYS 142
OR 151; MATH 150 or 151. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on problem sets, labs, two hour tests,
and a final exam, all of which have a substantial
quantitative component. MTSCE.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

J. Strait

Electromagnetic Theory (PHYS405-III, Q)
This course builds on the material of Physics 201,
and explores the application of Maxwell’s Equations to understand a range of topics including
electric and magnetic fields in matter, light, and
radiation. We begin with electrostatics, developing
analytical solutions to Laplace’s and Poisson’s
equations using mathematical tools and approximation techniques. We then move on to magnetic
materials, electromagnetic waves, accelerating
charges, and relativistic electrodynamics. Prereq:
PHYS 202 and PHYS/MATH 210 or MATH 209.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly
problem sets, tutorial participation, presentations,
and a final exam or final project, all of which have
a substantial quantitative component. P/F not
available. MTSCE.
FALL TUT: F 1:10-2:25

C. Doret

Electromagnetism and the Physics of Matter
(PHYS132-III, Q)
This course is the second half of a one-year
survey of physics, with some emphasis on applications to medicine. We begin by introducing
electric and magnetic fields, and will study how
electrical circuits and circuit elements work. We
then discuss several of the most central topics in
twentieth-century physics, including Einstein’s
theory of special relativity and some aspects of
quantum theory. We conclude with a brief introduction to nuclear physics, radioactivity, and uses
of radiation. Prereq: PHYS 131 or 141 or permission of instructor, and MATH 130 (formerly 103).
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly
problem sets, labs, quizzes and exams.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

C. Doret

Elementary Arabic (ARAB101/102-I)
This is a year-long course in which students
will learn to read, write and converse in Arabic
while becoming familiar with the basic grammar
of Modern Standard Arabic. This is a communicative-oriented course which revolves around
the daily practice of vocabulary, conversation and
different grammatical structures in class. You will
be expected to speak Modern Standard Arabic in
class from an early stage. Prereq (FALL): none.
Prereq (SPR): ARAB 101. Preferences: students
considering a major in Arabic Studies. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation is based on tests, daily homework, and
active class participation. Students registered for
ARAB 101 and 102 are required to attend and pass
the sustaining program during the winter study
period; credit is granted only if both semesters
(ARAB 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: M-F 10:00-10:50
SPR LEC: M-F 10:00-10:50

A. Eqeiq
A. Eqeiq
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Elementary German (GERM101/102-I)
German 101-102 is for students with no previous
study of German whose ultimate aim is to gain
comprehensive fluency in the language. The course
employs a communicative approach involving
all four language skills: listening comprehension,
speaking, reading, and writing. We focus initially
on practice in understanding the spoken language
and then move rapidly to basic forms of dialogue
and self-expression. In the second semester,
reading and especially writing come increasingly
into play. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation, written homework, short compositions, oral exercises and tests.
German 102 is a continuation of German 101,
and will provide you with a further introduction
to the language and cultures of German-speaking countries. You will have the opportunity to
practice listening, reading, writing, and speaking
in German both through in-class activities and
homework assignments. This language course
is conducted in German. Prereq: GERM 101
or equivalent. Preferences: first-year students.
Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, midterm &
final Exams, essays, quizzes, homework. P/F not
available.
Students registered for GERM 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (GERM 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: M-F 10:00-10:50
SPR SEM: M-F 10:00-10:50

G. Newman
C. Kone

Elementary Italian (RLIT101/102-I)
This year-long course offers a thorough introduction to basic Italian language skills with primary emphasis on comprehension of the spoken
language. Students interact online with recorded
materials and submit written compositions and
worksheets in class on a regular basis.Conducted
entirely in Italian. Prereq (FALL): none. Prereq
(SPR): RLIT 101. Preferences: instructor will prioritize on the basis of study abroad plans and year
at Williams; not open to those who have had one
year or more of high school Italian. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on chapter tests (50%),
a final exam (20%), completion of workbook and
lab manual exercises (20%), and classroom attendance/participation (10%).
Students registered for RLIT 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (RLIT 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45
A. Nicastro
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45
A. Nicastro

Elementary Japanese (JAPN101/102-I, D)
An introduction to modern spoken and written
Japanese, the course aims to instill proficiency
in Japanese by developing four necessary skills
of speaking, listening, reading, and writing to
successfully interact with native speakers. The
relationship between language and culture and
the sociolinguistically appropriate use of language
will be stressed throughout. Audio, video and computer--assisted learning materials will be used extensively. Classes consist of a combination of “act”
classes, conducted exclusively in Japanese, where
students use the language in various types of drills
and communicative activities, and “fact” classes,
conducted in Japanese and English, where students
learn about the language and culture. Prereq
(FALL): none. Prereq (SPRING): JAPN 101. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on daily classroom
performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm, and
a final exam; weekly conference.
Students registered for JAPN 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (JAPN 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
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K. Yamamoto
J. Chang

Elementary Russian (RUSS101/102-I, D)
This EDI language course will teach you
everything from the Russian alphabet to how to
have a basic conversation in Russian. No previous
knowledge is required, and the class uses Russian
only from day one. You’ll learn about the relationship between Russian language and culture, as well
as how to offer a toast over champagne or vodka.
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation,
completion of all assignments, quizzes, tests, and
a final exam.
RUSS 102 is an EDI language course that is the
follow-up to RUSS 101. You’ll learn such things
as commands in Russian and verbs of motion and
have a chance to be part of the annual Russian
Talent Night. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: regular
attendance, active class participation, completion
of homework, quizzes, tests, and a final exam.
Students registered for RUSS 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (RUSS 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: M-F 10:00-10:50
SPR LEC: M-F 10:00-10:50

J. Cassiday
J. van de Stadt

Elementary Spanish (RLSP101/102-I)
This course focuses on grammar, elementary composition, practice in conversation, and
reading of easy modern prose. It is taught by the
intensive oral method. Prereq: none; this course
is for students who have studied less than two
years of Spanish in secondary school. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on participation, regular
homework exercises, quizzes, a midterm, and a
final exam.
RLSP 102 focuses on grammar, elementary
composition, practice in conversation, and reading
of easy modern prose. It is taught by the intensive
oral method. Prereq: RLSP 101; this course is for
students who have studied less than two years of
Spanish in secondary school. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on daily preparation and participation, regular homework assignments, frequent
tests, and a writing project.
Students registered for RLSP 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (RLSP 101 and 102) are taken.

Elementary Statistics and Data Analysis
(STAT101-III, Q)
Today, it is impossible to be an informed citizen
without an understanding of data and information
based on statistics. Whether opinion polls, unemployment rates, salary differences between men
and women, the efficacy of vaccines or consumer
(web-)data, we need to be able to separate the
signal from the noise. The goal of the course is to
develop an appreciation for and understanding of
the use of statistics in reaching conclusions and
making informed decisions based on data. Prereq:
MATH 102 (or demonstrated proficiency on a diagnostic test). Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
primarily on performances on quizzes and exams.
BGNPR, COGSR, PHLHS.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, TR 9:55-11:10
B. Klingenberg
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
R. De Veaux

Embodiment and Consciousness: A
Cross-Cultural Exploration (PHIL288-II,
REL288-II)
This course examines some of the central
questions raised by the study of the consciousness:
the place of intentionality, the role of emotions, the
relation with the body, the nature of subjectivity,
the scope of reflexivity, the nature of perceptual
presence, etc. In confronting these difficult questions, we do not proceed purely theoretically but
consider the contributions of various observation-based traditions, from Buddhist psychology
and meditative practices to phenomenology to
neurosciences. Prereq: some background in either
PSYC, COGS, PHIL or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Religion and Philosophy majors.
Rqmt/Eval: regular practice of meditation, a class
presentation, a short essay (6-pages); a long final
research paper (15 pages). COGSE, PHILM,
RELCR.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

G. Dreyfus, J. Cruz

FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-11:10
TBA
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-11:10
L. Rouhi
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Emotions and the Self (ANTH328-II, D, W)
Emotions and the self that experiences them are
complex and vexing aspects of human existence.
Are emotions things or ideas? Biochemical states
or cognitive maps? Are they universal or culturally
specific? All of these or some of these or none?
As we explore the nature of emotions and the role
they play in the cultural and social construction
of the self, we will look at the philosophical and
epistemological issues engaged in trying to report
on, analyze, and compare, internal mental states.
Prereq: none; open to first-year students. Rqmt/
Eval: typical for that of a tutorial. P/F not available.
AMSTC.
FALL TUT: TBA

P. Just

Empirical Methods in Political Economy
(POEC253-II, Q)
This course introduces students to common
empirical tools used in policy analysis and implementation. The aim is to train students to be
discriminating consumers of public policy-relevant
research, with emphasis on intuitive understanding
of the concepts. Through hands-on work with data
and critical assessment of existing empirical social
science research, students develop the ability to
emply the appropriate tool for a particular research
problem, and to understand the tool’s limitations.
Prereq: MATH 130 or its equivalent; one course
in ECON; not open to students who have taken
ECON 255. Preferences: Political Economy majors,
Environmental Policy majors and sophomores.
Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, group projects, and three
exams. ENVPM, PHLHS, POECR.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

Empirical Methods in Macroeconomics
(ECON356-II, ECON513-II, Q)
Macroeconomics and related fields in international finance and development have evolved
specialized empirical techniques, known generally
as macroeconometrics, which are designed to
meet the practical challenges that the data and
the empirical questions pose in these fields. The
course will introduce the theory and application
of these techniques. Undergraduates may enroll in
this course as a transition prior to Econ 471, but
those with strong math backgrounds may wish to
enroll directly in 471. Prereq: ECON 252, ECON
255 or equivalent, and ECON 393 (ECON 360 may
substitute for 393); not open to students who have
taken ECON 471. Preferences: senior Economics
majors and CDE fellows. Rqmt/Eval: short empirical projects, midterm, term paper.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

52

P. Pedroni

L. Shore-Sheppard

English Literature from 1000 to1600
(ENGL211-I)
One of the oldest surviving works in English,
Beowulf tells the story of a monster and his
mom. In this class we will read key texts from the
medieval and early modern periods, starting with
Beowulf and ending with Shakespeare’s equally
bloody Titus Andronicus. Other readings will
include selections from The Canterbury Tales, Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight, sonnets by Sidney
and Donne, and Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: two papers (5-7 pages),
midterm, final. P/F not available. ENGLA.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Kleiner

Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
(ECON386-II, ECON518-II, ENVI386-II, Q)
Economic activity often damages the environment, especially in developing countries.
Economists have proposed policy remedies from
pollution taxes to quantity restrictions. This
course first examines the merits of environmental
and natural resource policies from a theoretical
perspective. It then proceeds to the practical
issues that attend policy implementation. We will
also examine the environmental consequences of
policies aimed at other problems, like poverty and
low education. Prereq: ECON 251, familiarity with
statistics. Preferences: senior Economic majors and
CDE fellows. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, paper, brief
presentation, a midterm, and a final exam. ENVIP,
ENVPT, ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA, MASTE,
POECPP.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

M. Gibson

Environmental Ethics (ENVI244-II, PHIL244-II)
What ethical standards should guide our individual and societal choices when those choices affect
current and future environmental conditions? This
course will introduce students to fundamental
concepts, methods, and issues in environmental
ethics. Initial tutorial meetings will focus on
theoretical materials that will background later
discussions and will include classic readings from
the environmental ethics literature (e.g., Leopold,
Taylor, Rolston). Prereq: ENVI 101 or one course
in PHIL. Preferences: declared and prospective
Environmental Studies majors and concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: one 5- to 7-page essay every other
week (6 in all) and carefully prepared oral responses to partners’ essays in alternate weeks; evaluation
will be based on essays, oral critiques, and quality
of discussion. P/F not available. PHILV.
SPR TUT: TBA

J. Pedroni

Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice
(AMST216-II, ENVI217-II, D)
How does culture shape our use and imagination
of the physical environment? And how does the
physical environment shape culture in turn? These
are the central questions of the environmental humanities. This course will explore the various ways
in which scholars from a broad range of disciplines
have sought to answer these questions. Prereq:
ENVI 101 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
three 5- to 7-page essays; several shorter writing
assignments. AMSTC, AMSTP, ENVIH, ENVPSC.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

N. Howe

Environmental Justice (ANTH332-II,
ENVI332-II, JLST332-II, D, W)
This course explores the concept of justice and
the ways in which interested parties have defined
that term in relation to man-made environmental
hazards. We will analyze episodes of environmental injustice recounted in ethnography, literature,
and historical works. To familiarize ourselves with
the remedies available to people disproportionately
affected by environmental perils, we will read
domestic and international legal doctrine as well
as documents produced by the U.S. EPA and the
U.N. Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology and
Sociology majors, ENVI majors/concentrators and
Justice and Law concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: one 15to 20-page research paper, an in-class presentation, one 6-page essay, and three 1-page response
papers. AMSTP, ENVIP, ENVPA, ENVPB,
ENVPTA, ENVPSA, ENVPSB, JLSTE.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

N. Vena

Environmental Law (ENVI307-II, PSCI317-II)
This course explores the laws that underlie and
guide environmental policy. Beginning with the
origins of environmental law in nuisance and
trespass, the class surveys major developments in
environmental protection law--from endangered
species protection through water allocation and
climate change. We will discuss why and how environmental law began. Prereq: ENVI 101 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: based on several
short writing assignments, a term research project,
and active participation in class. AMSTP, ENVIP,
ENVPC, JLSTI, MASTE, POECUS, SCSTE.
FALL LEC: M 7:00-9:40

D. Cassuto
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Environmental Planning (ENVI302-ND)
This hands-on experiential interdisciplinary
course introduces the theories, approaches, methodologies, and legal framework of environmental
planning and provides students with experience
in the planning process through project work in
the Berkshire region. The first part of the course
introduces the students to planning literature
through analysis and discussion of case studies.
In the second part of the course teams of students
tackle an actual planning problem working with
a community client. Prereq: ENVI 101 and BIOL/
ENVI 203, or permission of instructor; open to
juniors and seniors only. Preferences: Environmental Policy majors, Environmental Studies majors
and Environmental Studies concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: short written exercises, class presentations,
public presentations, and final group report;
weekly lab. AMSTP, ENVIC, ENVPC, ENVSC,
EXPEE, SCSTR.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

S. Gardner

Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and
Everyday People (AMST408-II, LATS408-II, D,
W)
What is the relationship between real life in
urban communities and the multiple ways in
which they are imagined? What does it mean to
be “urban,” to live in an “urban community,” or to
be the product of an “urban environment”? Who
do we think the people are who populate these
spaces? This course takes a critical look at specific
populations, periods, and problems that have come
to dominate and characterize our conceptions of
the quality, form, and function of U.S. urban life.
Prereq: prior courses in AMST, LATS, or permission of instructor; not open to first year students.
Preferences: senior Latina/o Studies concentrators
and senior American Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
a short essay, a series of writing exercises, and a
semester-long final project. AMSTO, AMSTS,
AMSTP, ENVIH, ENVPSB, LATSS.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50
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M. Rua

Espionage (SOC311-II)
An exploration of the occupational world of
intelligence officers. A focus on the 20th-century
history of intelligence in the United States, Britain,
and the Soviet Union, and on the post 9/11 Western intelligence efforts against Islamist terrorists.
An appraisal of the structure and ethos of intelligence work both in the field and in the headquarters analysis of field materials. An examination of
the training, social psychology, moral rules-in-use,
and world views of intelligence officers, including
those engaged in counterintelligence and counterespionage. Prereq: none. Preferences: all students
are required to submit an application essay in
order to be included in the course. Rqmt/Eval: full
participation in the seminar, class presentations,
and a major paper. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40

R. Jackall

Ethics and Reproductive Technologies
(PHIL212-II, WGSS212-II, W)
This course will examine a number of conceptual
and ethical issues in the use and development
of technologies related to human reproduction,
drawing out their implications for such core
concepts as “motherhood” and “parenthood,”
family and genetic relatedness, exploitation and
commodification, and reproductive rights. Likely
topics will range from “mundane” technologies
like contraception, abortion, IVF, and prenatal
testing, to the more extraordinary, like PGD and
surrogacy, among others. Prereq: none, but introductory-level course in PHIL and/or WGSS highly
recommended. Preferences: Women’s, Gender
and Sexuality Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: active
participation in class discussions, four to five short
reflection papers, and two longer papers ( 5-10
pages). PHILV, PHLHB.
FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Pedroni

Ethics of Jewish American Fiction (ENGL259-I,
JWST259-II, REL259-II, W)
After the Second World War, Jewish American
writers who wrote about Jewish characters and
Jewish themes were increasingly celebrated as
central figures in American fiction. These writers
struggled with profound questions that arose in the
postwar period about Jewishness, the legacy of the
Holocaust, and what it means to be an American.
In this course we will focus on the distinctive ethical and political ideas, emotions, and aspirations
that animate their work. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Religion majors, Jewish Studies concentrators, and
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: one take-home exam
on theoretical approaches to ethical criticism;
five 5-page essays (one of which will be a slightly
longer re-write). P/F not available. JWSTC.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

J. Israel

Europe in the Twentieth Century (HIST228-II)
A survey of major themes in 20th-century European history through discussion and some lecture.
The course will examine pre-1914 imperialism
and mass politics; the impact of the Great War; the
Russian Revolution; interwar European society;
the Depression; the rise of Fascism; Stalinism;
the Holocaust; the establishment of the postwar
welfare state; the Cold War; decolonization; the
uprisings of 1968; the history of the European
Union; Eastern Europe in 1989; and recent debate
on Islam in Europe. Prereq: none; open to all.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, several quizzes, an exam, and two
papers. HISTC.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

C. Waters

European Union Politics (GBST222-II,
PSCI221-II)
European Union Politics focuses on the origins
and developments of the European Union (EU).
This course is designed to introduce you to the (a)
historical developments of the EU, (b) the EU institutions and decision-making procedures, (c) the
EU policy areas and the interests and influences of
the EU member-states and (d) the role of the EU
in international politics. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Global Studies concentrators, then PSCI majors.
Rqmt/Eval: map quiz, three papers, group presentation, and final exam. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

C. Silander

Everyday Stories (ENGL108-I, W)
We--human beings--consume stories every day,
and we currently have a dazzling, even astonishing
wealth of choices, every day. Most of these stories
are Action Packed: this Thing blows up, this Heart
throbs with passion, that Organization carries out
some evil plot, this Person figures it out. We will
examine the world of everyday storytelling across
many mediums, from poetry to comic books to
television, and across time, from the mid-19th
century to the present. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-year students who have not taken or placed
out of a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation, and 5-6 writing assignments
amounting to 20 pages all told.
SPR SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

P. Murphy

Evolution (BIOL305-III, Q)
This course offers a critical analysis of contemporary concepts in biological evolution. We
focus on the relation of evolutionary mechanisms
(e.g., selection, drift, and migration) to long term
evolutionary patterns (e.g., evolutionary innovations, origin of major groups, and the emergence
of diversity). Topics include micro-evolutionary
models, natural selection and adaptation, sexual
selection, speciation, the inference of evolutionary
history among others. Prereq: BIOL 202. Preferences: Biology majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on independent research project, problem
sets, participation in discussions and exams;
weekly lab. BGNPR, COGSR, ENVSBA.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

L. Maroja
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Existentialism (PHIL225-II)
What can we learn about ourselves by studying
anxiety, boredom, despair, religious belief, tragedy,
guilt, care, death, nausea, and shame? Prereq:
none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: four midlength papers. PHILH.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Shaddock

Experimental African American Poetry
(AFR301-II, AMST307-II, COMP311-I,
ENGL327-I)
Contemporary African American poets are
producing a vibrant body of formally experimental
work, yet this poetry is largely unknown. This
poetry defamiliarizes what we expect of “black
writing” and pushes us to question our assumptions about black identity, the avant-garde, formalism, socially “relevant” writing, the (false) dichotomy of form versus content, and other issues of race
and aesthetics. We will read a range of poetries and
make links to formally innovative music and visual
art. Prereq: none, though at least one previous
literature course preferred. Preferences: American
Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: two papers (6-8 pp.,
8-10 pp.), short response papers, oral presentation,
and class participation. AMSTA, AMSTO.
FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40

D. Wang

Experimentation and Statistics (PSYC201-II, Q)
An introduction to the basic principles of
research in psychology. We focus on how to design
and execute experiments, analyze and interpret the
results, and write research reports. Students conduct a series of research studies in different areas of
psychology (e.g., social, personality, cognitive) that
illustrate basic designs and methods of analysis.
Prereq: PSYC 101; not open to first-year students
except with permission of instructor. Preferences:
Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: papers, exams, and
problem sets; weekly lab. COGSR, PHLHS.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15, MR 2:35-3:50
K. Savitsky, J. Moher
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
K. Savitsky, C. Stroud
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Expository Writing (ENGL150-I, W)
Writing clearly is the most important skill you
can learn in college. This course is for students
who want to learn how to write a well-argued,
intelligible essay based on close, critical analysis
of texts. In addition to sharpening your skills in
reading and literary analysis, this class will give
you tools for generating drafts and polishing your
writing. We will derive our method for mastering
the complex art of writing from Atul Gawande’s
bestselling book, The Checklist Manifesto. Prereq:
none. Preferences: priority is given to first-year
students, but all students who need help with their
writing are eligible; email instructor for permission
to enroll. Rqmt/Eval: five essays totaling at least 20
pages, including drafts and revisions; class participation; peer-editing. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Cleghorn
C. Cleghorn

Fanaticism (COMP365-I, ENGL355-I)
Eighteenth and nineteenth-century writers of
literature and political philosophy repudiate fanaticism as a religious, political or amorous posture.
But what, precisely, were the threats it posed? We
will explore literary texts, films, and paintings that
dramatize fanaticism in light of novels by M. Shelley, Hogg, Dickens, Eliot, Conrad, and Atwood,
and political philosophy by Voltaire, Kant, Diderot,
Hume, Burke, Carlyle, Mill, and Adorno, as well
as contemporary accounts of fanaticism. Prereq: a
100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP
English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the
Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences: English
majors. Rqmt/Eval: two 8- to 10-page papers.
ENGLCR, ENGLB.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

A. Sokolsky

Feminist Bioethics (PHIL228-II, WGSS228-II,
D, W)
This course explores the ways feminist
approaches to moral thinking have influenced
the methodology and content of contemporary
bioethics. The first portion addresses the “Ethics
of Care.” The second examines how gender
structures interactions with the health care system.
Specific topics include traditional “women’s issues”
(women and medical research, reprotech, cosmetic
surgery, and eating disorders) and topics that often
are not as obviously “gendered” (rationing and
end of life care) Prereq: none, although previous
coursework in WGSS is desirable. Preferences:
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies and
Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval: active participation
in class discussions, two mid-length papers (7-10
pp. each), one oral presentation, and periodic short
writing assignments (four or five, app. 2 pp. each).
AMSTC, PHILV, PHLHB.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Pedroni

Field Botany and Plant Natural History
(BIOL220-III, ENVI220-III)
This field-lecture course covers the evolutionary
and ecological relationships among plant groups in
our local flora. The course focuses on the evolution
of the land plants, which have shaped the world as
we know it today. Lectures cover the most recent
and revolutionary developments in plant systemics
and phylogeny, cultural and economic uses of
plants, invasive and native species. The labs cover
field identification, natural history, and ecology of
local species. Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors,
Biology majors, and Environmental Studies majors
& concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on exams, field quizzes, field notebook and
a class project; weekly lab. ENVIN, ENVSBB,
EXPEE, PHLHN.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

J. Edwards

Film Photography (ARTS253-I)
An Introduction to B/W, still, film photography
using both 35mm SLR cameras and 4x5 view
cameras (provided by the art dept.) learning
how to process film and make silver prints. The
assignments cycle through the ideas and aesthetics
related to these particular cameras, used primarily
in the 19th and 20th centuries. Taught in the
context of the art dept, the primary purpose of the
course is to help students find an individual vision.
Substantial amounts of work will be done outside
of class. Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/
Eval: based primarily on the quality of the photographic portfolio produce: technical & conceptual
sophistication, demonstrated comprehension
of the ideas contained in the assignments, and
individual progress will determine the final grade;
weekly conference.
FALL STU: F 12:00-12:50

A. Laleian

Financial Crises: Causes and Cures
(ECON390-II, W)
Why are financial crises such a regular fixture of
societies, and what can be done to prevent them,
or at least reduce their cost? Topics examined
include bubbles and swindles; the role of information in banking in normal times and in bank runs;
boom-bust cycles in asset markets; international
contagion; crisis resolution techniques; and
the extensive history of attempts to improve
regulation so as to reduce the frequency and cost
of crises--from the South Sea Bubble to the Euro
Crisis. Prereq: ECON 252 and 255. Preferences:
Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: students will write
5-6 papers during the term, and will prepare and
deliver formal comments on 5-6 papers written by
other students. P/F not available. POECPP.
SPR TUT: TBA

G. Caprio
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Financial Development and Regulation
(ECON352-II, ECON510-II)
This course focuses on the financial system and
its role in economic development. It examines: the
functions of finance, how it contributes to growth,
and the infrastructure it requires; then it turns to
financial repression and subsequent liberalization,
and the causes and impact of financial crises; lastly,
it looks at how to make finance effective and how
to prevent or minimize crises, analyzing government’s role as regulator, supervisor, standard setter,
contract enforcer, and owner. Prereq: for undergraduates, POEC 253 or ECON 255; undergraduate enrollment limited and requires instructor’s
permission. Rqmt/Eval: midterm, participation in
class discussion and debates, and a final research
paper. P/F not available. GBSTEC, POECPP.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

G. Caprio

Financial History (ECON463-II, W)
What can we learn from financial history to
understand the successes and failures of finance
today, and how finance and politics interact? After
a survey of some of current issues in financial
systems, this course examines earlier experience
with these phenomena. Topics to be include: the
role of finance in economic development historically; the relationship between finance and politics;
the impact of institutions on finance in different
countries; and what are lessons for finance today.
Prereq: ECON 251, 252, and 255. Preferences:
senior Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will consist either of 6 short papers or 3 short
papers and one longer research paper (student
choice), at least one oral presentation, and contributions to class discussions. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
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G. Caprio

Financial Markets (ECON231-II, Q)
Econ 231 provides an introduction to the
economics and mathematics of financial markets
and institutions, which play an instrumental role
in the allocation of investment in the economy.
Topics include: bond pricing, hedging, and yield
curve arbitrage; portfolio theory, asset pricing,
and efficiency; financial derivatives, mortgages,
leverage, and securitized markets. This course will
use elementary math extensively to understand
risk and return. Prereq: ECON 110 and ECON
120. Preferences: lottery and balance in student
interests. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
problem sets and exams, including a final exam.
P/F not available.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

G. Phelan

Food and Society (SOC242-II)
The French critic Roland Barthes famously said
that food is a system of communication. This
course explores the complex social and cultural
rules that underlie the consumption of food.
Because our food choices communicate who we
are--or what we aspire to be--the study of food reveals how societies throughout the world construct
difference, whether religious, ethnic, national, or
racial. Nutrition, hunger, body image and visual
representations of food in advertising and art
will also be examined. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Anthropology and Sociology majors and students
with a demonstrated interest in the study of food.
Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, 4 response
papers, one 8- to 10-page research paper, 1 oral
presentation and 2 class projects.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

D. Goldstein

Foundations in Dance (DANC100-I)
This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of dance history and techniques focusing
on Ballet, Modern dance and African dance and
music genres. Regular physical work that provides
experience in dance technique, reading, discussion
about cultural context and significant innovators,
viewing media,live performance and writing about
dance are required.
This course may not be taken for PE credit.
Prereq: none; experienced dancers who wish to
enroll in Dance Department courses may waive
this course by taking the department’s advanced
placement class or by permission of the faculty.
Preferences: beginning dancers and students with
no prior experience. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on active participation and progress in
the techniques, quality of written assignments and
project presentations; weekly lab.
FALL STU: MR 1:10-2:25
S. Burton, E. Dankmeyer

Foundations in Quantitative Skills
(MATH102-III)
This course will strengthen a student’s foundation in quantitative reasoning in preparation for
the science curriculum and QFR requirements.
The material will be at the college algebra/precalculus level, and covered in a tutorial format with
students working in small groups with the professor. Access to this course is limited to placement
by a quantitative skills counselor. Prereq: access to
the course is limited to placement by a quantitative
skills counselor. Preferences: access to the course
is limited to placement by a quantitative skills
counselor. Rqmt/Eval: grades will be based on
participation and the degree to which the student
has fulfilled their contract.
FALL LEC: TBA

M. Stoiciu

Foundations of Modern Physics (PHYS142-III,
Q)
This course introduces three physical theories
formulated in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Special relativity radically revises our
notion of time and makes simultaneity dependent
on one’s frame of reference. Quantum mechanics
explains the periodic table, atomic spectra, and
much more, but it also introduces the notion
of irreducibly probabilistic behavior. Statistical
physics uses probability more conservatively to
provide microscopic explanations of temperature
and entropy. Prereq: PHYS 141 and MATH 130
(formerly 103), or equivalent; students may not
take both PHYS 142 and PHYS 151; PHYS 131
may substitute for PHYS 141 with the permission
of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on weekly homework, labs, two hour tests, and a
final exam, all of which have a substantial quantitative component.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

W. Wootters

Freedom and Society (PHIL114-II, W)
Freedom is one of our fundamental values as
Americans. It is emphasized in our founding
documents, and it occupies a central place in our
contemporary political discourse. But do we ask:
What is freedom? and Why do we value it? In
the first unit of this course, we will consider the
relationship between freedom and social order in
general. We will then turn to some specific social
forms in the second unit. We will ask whether
the inequalities in capitalism, gender, and race
preclude our freedom. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: weekly
reading response papers; take-home midterm and
final exams. JLSTE.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Shaddock
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Freedom in Africa (AFR483-II, GBST483-II,
HIST483-II, W)
This tutorial examines the ideas of major figures
in the progressive tradition of African political
thought. This emancipatory tradition emerged in
societies shaped by racial, cultural, and economic
exploitation, forcing both African men and women
to address questions of identity and political
action. They drew on ideas of Pan-Africanism,
Nationalism, Classical Liberalism, Social Democracy, Marxism, Black Consciousness, Negritude,
and Gender theory in their fight for freedom.
Prereqs: none. Preferences: History majors. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on the quality of the
biweekly papers and oral critiques and a final writing exercise. P/F not available. AMSTC, GBSTAS,
HISTA, HISTF.
FALL TUT: TBA

K. Mutongi

From Kleist to Kafka (COMP271-I, GERM271-I)
This course involves close readings of texts by
two of the most intriguing authors in the German
tradition, Heinrich von Kleist (1777-1811) and
Franz Kafka (1883-1924), who was deeply influenced by Kleist. Both were concerned with the
profound question of how we know the world and
ourselves, and how we engage with the impossibility of that knowledge. Their work simultaneously
draws the reader in and blocks access to its secrets,
providing a fascinating interpretive challenge.
Readings in English. Prereq: none. Preferences:
prospective Comparative Literature majors. Rqmt/
Eval: intense participation, four 2- to 3-page
written responses, two 5- to 7-page papers, final
project.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

G. Newman

From Modernismo to El Boom de la Novela
(RLSP203-I,W)
A survey of some of the leading imaginative
writers of Hispanic America. Readings will begin
with the modernista poets and go on to include fiction of Mexico by Rulfo, a wide sampling of verse
by Pablo Neruda, and narratives of the “Boom”
period by authors such as Borges, Cortázar, Lispector, and García Márquez. Conducted in Spanish.
Prereq: RLSP 105 or higher. GBSTLA.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
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G. Bell-Villada

From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of
Post-Soviet Gender (COMP257-I, GBST213-II,
RUSS213-I, WGSS214-II, D)
This EDI course explores the Western press’s
fascination with such phenomena as Russian president/macho man Vladimir Putin and the feminist
collective Pussy Riot. We focus on how gender and
sexuality have come to mark the Former Soviet
Union as different from the West and cover topics
ranging from prostitution and human trafficking
to topless Ukrainian feminists, the Eurovision
Song Contest, and homosexual propaganda.
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: active
participation in class discussions, response papers
based on assignments for class, 2 papers (3-5 pages
each) on relevant current events in the post-Soviet
world, and a final project. GBSTRE.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Cassiday

From Welfare to Nanny to Surveillance? The
Politics of the American State (PSCI308-II, W)
Ronald Reagan’s pronouncement in 1981 that
“government is not a solution to our problem,
government is the problem” has defined American
politics for nearly three decades. Skepticism of
government has deep roots and strong resonance
throughout American political history, yet in many
ways the American state has grown steadily larger
and stronger. This course explores this conundrum
by examining the American state, and its growth,
in economic, social, and foreign policy arenas.
Prereq: at least one class in American politics.
Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval:
several short papers on class readings and a longer,
15- to 20-page paper with oral presentation.
POECUS, PSCIAP, PSCIRE.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

N. Mellow

Functional Analysis (MATH401-III, Q)
Functional analysis can be viewed as linear
algebra on infinite-dimensional spaces. It is
a central topic in Mathematics, which brings
together and extends ideas from analysis, algebra,
and geometry. Functional analysis also provides
the rigorous mathematical background for several
areas of theoretical physics (especially quantum
mechanics). We will consider linear operators on
infinite-dimensional spaces (including the Schrodinger operator) and study their spectral properties. Prereq: MATH 350 or 351 or permission of
instructor. Preferences: Mathematics and Physics
majors; seniors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly problem sets,
two midterm exams, final exam.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

A. Rai

Gender and Sexuality in Music (MUS177-I,
WGSS177-II, D)
This course explores key themes in the expression of gender and sexuality through music and
performance. It draws from primarily 20th and
21st century examples, across cultures and genres,
ranging from heavy metal to bhangra dance to
the musical avant-garde. Themes will include:
communicating gendered ideals, dance, transgressive performances, biography and subjectivity,
intersectionality, music and sexual violence, and
marketing. Prereq: none. Preferences: students
with some musical experience. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, one performance-analytical paper,
midterm, interview project, and final paper. P/F
not available.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

C. Campbell

K. Kuttner

Galois Theory and Modules (MATH394-III, Q)
Galois discovered a deep connection between
field theory and group theory, which led to
breakthroughs on many long-standing conjectures.
In this course we will develop the theory and see
some of its applications. Prereq: MATH 317 or
MATH 355. Preferences: discretion of the instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily
on written homeworks, oral presentations, and
exams. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

M. Stoiciu

Fundamentals of Developing Country
Macroeconomics (ECON506-II)
This is a practically oriented course in macroeconomic theory and policy. It begins with a review of
core concepts and definitions. It then discusses the
contributions of households and firms to aggregate
production and spending. Next is an introduction to monetary and fiscal policy. It goes on to
develop a complete macro model, which is then
used to discuss some of the monetary, fiscal and
exchange rate policy issues faced by developing
and emerging market economies. Prereq: none;
enrollment limited to CDE students. Rqmt/Eval:
two hour tests and a comprehensive final exam.
P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

Games and Information (ECON385-II, Q)
This course is a mathematical introduction to
strategic thinking and its applications. Ideas such
as Nash equilibrium, commitment, credibility,
repeated games, incentives and signaling are discussed. Examples are drawn from economics, politics, history and everyday campus life. Applications
include auctions, labor contracts, debt relief, and
corruption. Prereq: ECON 251 and MATH 150, or
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: exams, problem sets and a substantial final project that involves
modeling a real world situation as a game.

L. Goldmakher

Gender and the Family in Chinese History
(ASST319-II, HIST319-II, WGSS319-II, D)
This course uses the framework of family to
examine gender, generational, and sexual roles in
different historical periods. Beginning in the 17th
century, we will examine the religious, marital,
sexual, and childrearing practices associated with
the orthodox Confucian family as well as a wide
variety of heterodox practices, critiques of the
family system in the 20th Century, and configurations of gender and family in contemporary
China. Prereq: none; open to first year-students
with instructors permission. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on class participation, several short
papers, and a final paper. GBSTEA, HISTB, HISTP,
WGSSR.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Reinhardt
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Gender Construction in Chinese Art
(ARTH417-I, ASST417-II, D, W)
This course explores the issues of how gendered
space is constructed visually; how nature became
Confucian male literati’s cultural property; how
landscape painting can be decoded as masculine
or feminine; and ways in which both verbal and
visual images of the alluring courtesans and lonely,
abandoned women help construct the ideals
masculinity. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: five to six
1- to 2-page position papers about readings for the
class; one 3- to 4-page midterm paper (draft and
revision); two 2- to 3-page respondent’s written
critiques; one 3- to 4-page pre-focus/focus paper
(for final research paper). ARTH14, ARTH18,
ARTHMA.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

J. Jang

Genetics (BIOL202-III, Q)
Genetics, classically defined as the study of
heredity, has evolved into a discipline whose limits
are continually expanded by innovative molecular
technologies. This course covers the experimental basis for our current understanding of the
inheritance, structures, and functions of genes.
It introduces approaches used by contemporary
geneticists and molecular biologists to explore
questions in areas of biology ranging from evolution to medicine. The laboratory part of the course
provides an experimental introduction to modern
genetic analysis. Prereq: BIOL 101 and 102. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on biweekly problem
sets, weekly laboratory exercises and laboratory
reports, and examinations. BGNPR, BIMOR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal
Aesthetics (AMST313-II, LATS313-II,
WGSS313-II, D)
This interdisciplinary course focuses on the
politics of personal style among U.S. women of
color in an era of viral video clips, the 24-hour
news cycle, and e-commerce sites dedicated to the
dermatological concerns of “minority” females.
With a comparative, transnational emphasis on the
ways in which gender, sexuality, ethno-racial identity, and class inform standards of beauty, we will
examine a variety of academic materials and media
formats. Prereq: LATS 105, AMST 201, WGSS
101 or permission of instructor; first year students
are not permitted to take this course. Preferences:
Latina/o Studies concentrators, American Studies
majors, and Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies majors by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: participation,
one student-led discussion period, two written
essays of 5-7 pages, final take-home exam. P/F
not available. AMSTO, ASAMR, LATSR, WGSSR,
WGSST.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
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M. Cepeda

D. Carone

Genome Sciences: At the Cutting Edge
(BIOL430-III, W)
This capstone tutorial will explore how (meta)genomics, metatranscriptomics, proteomics, systems
biology, and related areas have advanced our fundamental understanding of (1) organisms in the
three domains of life, their interactions and evolutionary relationships; (2) biological systems and
environments, such as the human body, extreme
environments, and the oceans; (3) strategies for
solving global challenges in medicine, agriculture,
energy resources, and environmental sciences.
Prereq: BIOL 202. Preferences: open to juniors and
seniors; senior Biology majors who have not taken
a 400-level course. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on five (4-5 page) papers, tutorial presentations, and the student’s effectiveness as a critic. P/F
not available. BGNPR, BIMOE.
FALL TUT: TR 8:30-9:45

C. Ting

Geochemistry: Understanding Earth’s
Environment (ENVI405-III, GEOS405-III)
Rocks, water, air, life: what comprises these
interconnected components of the Earth system?
How do they interact today, and how did these
interactions differ in the past? In this course we
will study how chemical elements are distributed
in the Earth, cycle through the Earth system, act
together to produce a planet that is habitable, and
how we can read the imprint of these processes in the rock record using geochemical tools.
Prereq: two 200-level GEOS courses and at least
one of GEOS 302, 303 or 311; or permission of
instructor. Preferences: senior Geosciences majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on seminar
discussions, papers, labs and final project. P/F not
available. ENVIN, ENVSBB, ENVSGC.
FALL SEM: MW 8:30-9:45

M. Cook

Geomorphology (ENVI205-III, GEOS201-III)
This course is designed for Geosciences majors
and for environmental studies students interested in surficial geologic processes and their
importance in shaping the physical environment.
Geomorphology is the study of landforms, the
processes that shape them and the rates at which
surface processes change the landscape. This class
emphasizes the influence of climatic, tectonic, and
volcanic forces on landform evolution over relatively short periods of geologic time. Prereq: any
100-level GEOS course or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on two hour
exams, a project, lab work and class participation.
AMSTP, ENVIN, ENVSGB.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

D. Dethier

Global Environmental Politics (ENVI328-II,
PSCI328-II)
We examine how, by whom, and to what effect
global environmental governance is shaped and
implemented. Case studies build on original
documents, scholarship, and class visits by
negotiators. Topics include chemicals management, atmospheric pollution, species protection,
transboundary movement of genetically modified
organisms, forest management, and environmental
rights. Builds towards research projects on, and
virtual field trip to, 2015 Paris Climate Summit in
last two weeks of the semester. Prereq: ENVI 101
or permission of instructor. Preferences: Environmental Policy majors, Environmental Science
majors, Environmental Studies concentrators and
Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: participation,
several shorter writing assignments, and a research
paper to be completed in stages over the course of
the semester. ENVIP, ENVPT, ENVPA, ENVPTA,
ENVPSA, JLSTE, POECIN, PSCIRE.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

P. Kohler

Global Health Policy Challenges (ECON381-II,
Q)
Econ 381 will be structured around major global
health challenges, including maternal health, HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, diarrheal disease,
and nutritional deficiencies. We will examine the
prevalence of the problem and then turn to the
evidence about the costs, benefits, and effectiveness of existing policy solutions. You will learn to
be a critical reader of health economics research
and develop an empirical research paper on a
global health topic of your course. Prereq: ECON
251; POEC 253 or ECON 255 or permission of
instructor. Preferences: seniors and juniors. Rqmt/
Eval: three policy memorandums, a midterm exam
and a substantive research paper that includes
some analysis of existing data. P/F not available.
PHLHM, POECPP.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

S. Godlonton
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Global Political Economy (PSCI229-II)
This course offers a broad introduction to contemporary global capitalism, emphasizing the inherent and inseparable intertwining of politics and
economics, power and wealth, the state and the
market. The core of the course is a broad analysis
of global trade, global finance, and development,
with special attention to subjects such as free trade,
foreign aid, industrial policy, currency wars, and
financial crisis. We conclude by looking at current
global financial instabilities. Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science and Political Economy
majors. Rqmt/Eval: three 3- to 5-page papers, final
exam, class discussion. ENVIP, GBSTEC, MASTE,
POECIN, PSCIIR.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Paul

Global Tectonics and the Rise of Mountains
(GEOS401-III)
Fifty years after the sea-floor spreading hypothesis was first verified using magnetic anomalies, we
have spectacular data sets from paleomagnetism,
seismology, volcanism, the Global Positioning
System, and digital elevation models that provide
rich details into the kinematics and mechanisms of
present and past plate motions. After an introduction to the theory of plate tectonics, local field trips
will illustrate how field observations can be used
to reconstruct tectonic environments in ancient
mountain belts. Prereq: two 200-level GEOS
courses or permission of instructor. Preferences:
senior Geosciences majors. Rqmt/Eval: participation during seminar discussions; six 2-page written
summaries of journal articles; and weekly lab
reports based on field trips and laboratory projects.
P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

P. Karabinos

Global Warming and Natural Disasters
(ENVI103-III, GEOS103-III)
The destruction caused by recent storms such
as Sandy, devastation from drought in the African
Sahel, catastrophic flooding and mudslides in SE
Asia and sea level encroachment on the Alaska
coast are examples of natural disasters modulated
by climate change. Environmental degradation,
explosive growth of urban areas, and global climate
change driven by greenhouse gases are increasing
the severity of natural disasters. In this course we
examine geological and climatological processes.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year and sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on
written reports from laboratories, class participation, two hour exams and a final exam. ENVIN,
ENVSBB, ENVSGA, SCSTR.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50
D. Dethier, A. Apotsos

Gnosis, Gnostics, Gnosticism (CLAS218-I,
COMP218-I, REL218-II, W)
What is gnosis and Gnosticism? Who were the
Gnostics? Salvation by knowledge, arch-heresy, an
eternal source of mystical insights and experiences,
secret esoteric teachings available only to a few.
All these and more have been claims made about
gnosis, Gnostics, and Gnosticism. This course
will introduce you to the key ancient texts and
ideas associated with Gnostics as well as to the
debates over and claims made about Gnosticism
in modern times. We shall explore neoplatonic,
Jewish, and Christian thought, as well as modern
spiritualism and esotericism. Prereq: none. Preferences: students with prior coursework in biblical
or other ancient literature or history. Rqmt/Eval:
periodic reflection papers, 2 textual analysis
papers, 2 historiographical analysis papers, and a
final paper that entails a revision and expansion of
an earlier paper.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50
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D. Brakke

Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from
India (ASST415-II, COMP415-I, HIST415-II)
How do we recognize the historical sense of
societies whose past is recorded in ways that are
different from European conventions? This course
seeks to answer this question through the study
of a selection of historical narratives from India
from about 1000 BCE to 1500 CE. Students will be
also be made familiar with analytical methods that
historians have applied to understand the ‘history’
contained in the diverse body of classical Indian
literature. Prereq: some experience with HIST
courses preferred. Preferences: advanced History
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, several
short papers and a substantial final paper based on
primary sources. GBSTSA, HISTB, HISTP.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

A. Kapadia

Gravity (PHYS418-III, Q)
This course is an introduction Einstein’s theory
of general relativity. We will develop Einstein’s
equation and study the Schwarzschild geometry around a spherically symmetric mass, the
Friedmann-Robertson-Walker geometries for
an expanding universe, and gravitational waves.
Prereq: PHYS 301 or PHYS 405 or PHYS 411;
students with strong math backgrounds are invited
to consult with the instructor about a possible
waiving of the prerequisites. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on weekly problem sets, tutorial
participation, presentations, and a final exam, all of
which have a substantial quantitative component.
P/F not available.
SPR TUT: F 1:10-2:25

Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts
of Africa (AFR419-II, ARTH419-I, ENVI419-I,
D, W)
Based on the landmark exhibition Earth Matters
(NMAFA, 2013), this seminar focuses on how
earth has been conceptualized and integrated into
African artistic thought as geography, environment, material, and metaphor, and how this
interpretive flexibility has allowed it to become a
symbol of power and presence in art-making in
Africa from prehistory to the present. EDI requirements are met through considerations the effects
of globalization on the art/environment of Africa
past and present. Prereq: some coursework in
ARTH and/or AFR would be useful. Preferences:
seniors and majors. Rqmt/Eval: four 2-page response papers, 2-page paper proposal, final paper
(15 pages) with presentation. P/F not available.
ARTHMA, ARTH16+, GBSTAS.
FALL SEM: T 1:10-3:50

D. Tucker-Smith

Greek History (CLAS222-I, HIST222-II)
Beginning with the earliest developments of
Bronze Age-Greece and concluding with the
spread of Greek influence into Asia through the
conquests of Alexander the Great, this course will
explore topics such as the aristocratic heritage of
the city-state, the effects of pervasive war on Greek
society, the competitive spirit in political and
religious life, interactions with the East, Greek dependence on slavery, and the diversity of political
and social forms in the Greek world. Prereq: none;
open to all. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on contributions to class discussions, a midterm,
a final exam, and a medium-length paper. HISTC,
HISTP.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

K. Christensen

M. Apotsos
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Groovin’ the Written Word: The Role of Music
in African American Literature (AFR314-II,
AMST314-II, COMP321-I, ENGL314-I)
From Zora Neale Hurston to James Baldwin,
many African American authors have drawn
on music to take political stands, shape creative
aesthetics, and articulate black identity. In this
course, students will explore music’s ability to
represent and critique African American culture
in their literature, discussing such key issues as
assimilation into mainstream culture, authenticity
claims on black music, and music used as a tool
for protest. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based upon class participation,
short weekly reading responses and/or listening
assignments, one 3-page paper, one 6- to 8-page
paper comparing two works, one in-class spoken
word performance with 2-page report, final presentation. AFRC, AMSTA, AMSTO.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

Hebrew (CRHE201-I)
Elementary Hebrew. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TBA

J. Canova

J. Sawicki

Hebrew (CRHE202-I)
Intermediate Hebrew. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Heroes, Saints and Celebrity (ANTH222-II, W)
Through an examination of cultural representations of “the hero,” “the saint,” and “the celebrity,”
the course examines the phenomenon of “fame”:
who becomes famous, why they become famous,
how fame differs in different social contexts, and
how fame itself has been absorbed into a single
intricately linked “culture of celebrity,” as our world
has become increasingly and ever more intricately
connected and the opportunities and contexts
for heroism and sainthood have steadily eroded.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, two
short response papers, research paper, final exam.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
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E. Palsson

R. Braggs

Happiness (PHIL220-II, W)
Yet what is it to be happy? Should we value other
things (say justice or passionate commitment and
curiosity) over happiness? Are happiness and pleasure the same thing? How important are honor,
money, love, work, friendship and our connections
to others to our happiness? In this tutorial we will
read from Ancient, modern and contemporary
philosophical sources as well several relevant
studies in the social sciences and positive psychology movement to engage questions concerning
happiness. Prereq: none. Preferences: prospective
Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval: five 5-page papers
and six 2-page papers. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TBA

Harmonic Analysis (MATH382-III, Q)
Harmonic Analysis is a diverse field which
includes Fourier Analysis, one of the major tools
of modern mathematics. Applications range from
mathematical topics such as partial differential
equations and number theory to more applied ones
such as signal processing and medical imaging.
The course will begin with an introduction to the
Fourier Transform and will cover a wide variety
of topics including singular integral operators,
maximal operators and wavelets as the semester
progresses. Prereq: MATH 350 or MATH 351 or
permission of the instructor. Preferences: lottery.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily on
exams, homework, quizzes and a project.

D. Edwards

Hindi (CRHI201-I)
Elementary Hindi. Prereq: sophomore or higher
standing and application to the Critical Language
Department. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Hindi (CRHI202-I)
Elementary Hindi. Prereq: sophomore or higher
standing and application to the Critical Language
Department. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: TBA

J. Canova

History and Society in India and South Asia: c.
2000 to 1700s CE (ASST222-II, HIST220-II)
This course is an introduction to the history of
India and South Asia from prehistoric times to
the emergence of “early modernity”. During these
centuries, the subcontinent emerged as one of the
most diverse and complex regions of the world, as
it continues to be even today. The course will cover
the period between the rise of the Indus Valley
civilization to the end of the Mughal Empire and
themes explored will include religion, caste, cultural interactions and artistic traditions. Prereq: none;
open to all. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, response papers and presentation,
2 essays, a mid-term and a final exam. GBSTSA,
HISTB, HISTP.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

A. Kapadia

History Behind the Headlines (AMST202-II,
HIST201-II, D)
What are the histories behind the headlines?
And how does media use (or abuse) history in its
analysis? This course encourages students to think
historically about the present by introducing the
methods and conceptual tools historians use to
understand the past. Prereq: none. Preferences:
seniors and juniors. Rqmt/Eval: preparation for
and participation in class and four papers.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

History of Ancient Greek Philosophy
(CLAS203-I, PHIL201-II)
Very few people believe that everything is
water, that we knew everything before birth, that
philosophers ought to rule the state, or that some
people are natural slaves. Why then should we
spend our time studying people who in addition to
having these surprising beliefs have been dead for
2500 years? First of all, Greek thinkers, especially
Plato and Aristotle, radically shaped the trajectory
of western thought in every area of philosophy.
No one can have an adequate understanding of
western intellectual history without some familiarity with the Greeks, and we might think that
an understanding of our intellectual history can
deepen our understanding of our own situation.
Prereq: none; open to first-year students. Rqmt/
Eval: short papers, possibly supplemented by one
or more exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

K. McPartland

History of Jazz (MUS151-I, D)
Jazz is the most common name for a great African American Art form that still defies definition.
This “listening intensive” class will look at the past
century of jazz music through ideas, “what-if ”
questions and movements that changed the way
the music was created, presented and perceived.
Both musical concepts and cultural connections
will be examined, giving us freedom to link similar
kinds of musical thought across disparate settings
and decades. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years
and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: class participation
including regular reading and listening assignments; concert attendance; mid-term and final
exam, one paper, and one final project. AMSTA,
AMSTO, MUSA.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

K. Allen

L. Brown
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History of Medicine (HIST293-II, HSCI320-II)
A study of the growth and development of
medical thought and practice, together with
consideration of its interaction with science and
social forces and institutions. The course aims at an
appreciation of the socio-historical construction of
Western medicine, from prehistory to the twentieth century. The course begins with paleomedical
reconstructions, and moves to Babylonian, Egyptian and Greek [not only Hippocratic] medicine,
Greek and Roman anatomy and physiology, Arabic
medical thought, Renaissance medicine, and the
gradual professionalization and specialization
of medicine from the sixteenth century. Prereq:
none; open to first-year students. Rqmt/Eval: six
short papers (3 pages), midterm, final hour exam.
HISTP, PHLHB, SCSTR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50
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FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

C. Howe

D. Beaver

History of Modern Philosophy (PHIL202-II)
This course provides an introduction to Modern
Philosophy of the 17th and 18th Centuries, with
a focus on metaphysics and epistemology. Topics:
What can we know through our senses? Can we
know anything through pure reason? What is the
nature of the mind? What is the nature of bodies?
Are bodies independent of minds? Do bodies
interact with minds? Do bodies interact with
other bodies? What are space and time? What can
we know about God? Authors: Descartes, Locke,
Berkeley, Leibniz, Hume, and Kant Prereq: none.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly papers plus midterm and final
exams.
SPR LEC: MWF 12:00-12:50

History of Photography (ARTH221-I)
This lecture course will examine the history of
photography from its beginnings in the 1830s to
the present, from the first grainy black and white
images to the work of contemporary artists using
cutting-edge photographic technologies. We will
examine photographs used for documentary,
scientific, and aesthetic purposes, and we will trace
the medium’s emergence and acceptance as a fine
art. We will also explore photography’s physical
and conceptual characteristics as a medium,
paying particular attention to its uniquely intimate
and frequently contested relationship to “the real.”
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: one short paper, a 6- to
8-page paper, mid-term, and final exam. P/F not
available. ARTH16+.

J. Shaddock

History of the Chemical Revolution in US
Agriculture (ENVI311-II)
This class examines the development of US
agriculture through a lens of the chemical revolution. We begin with a study of the intensive
growth of the US chemical industry and US
agriculture during and after WWI. We then turn
to the dramatic increases in chemical consumption among all branches of agriculture following
WWII. We conclude by turning a critical eye
toward the current rationales used to defend and
promote the consumption of industrial chemicals
in agriculture. Prereq: ENVI 101. Preferences:
Environmental Policy and Environmental Science
majors; Environmental Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: midterm and final exams; papers.
ENVIP, ENVPTA, ENVPSA.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Romero

History of the Old South (AFR364-II,
AMST364-II, HIST364-II)
We shall investigate slavery in the antebellum
South and the impact of slavery on Southern civilization. Initially, we shall look at foreign and domestic slave trade, patterns of work and treatment, the
nature of the master-slave relationship, resistance
and rebellion, and slave cultural, social, and family
life. We will then concentrate on the influence of the
institution of slavery on the mind, social structure,
economy of the Old South, Southern politics and
the decision for secession in 1860-61. Prereq: none;
open to first-year students with instructor’s permission. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, two papers of
moderate length, and a comprehensive final examination. AMSTO, AMSTP, HISTF, HISTP.
FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

C. Dew

History, Theory, and Techniques of Printmaking
(ARTH502-I)
This course will consider the history of prints in
Europe and America from the fifteenth century
through the 1920s. Preferences: Graduate Program
students and then to Art History majors. Rqmt/
Eval: involved class participation, several short
presentations, one short paper, and a final paper of
approx. 20 pages. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: W 1:30-4:30

J. Clarke

Hollywood Cinema (COMP221-I, ENGL204-I)
For almost a century, Hollywood films have been
the world’s most influential art form. We’ll examine
the characteristic pleasures provided by Hollywood’s
dominant genres and the complex, sometimes
unsavory fantasies they mobilize. We will do this
by looking carefully at a dozen or so iconic films,
probably including Psycho; The Godfather; The
Matrix; Schindler’s List; The Lord of the Rings: The
Return of the King; Bridesmaids; and 12 Years a
Slave. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score
of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or a score
of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English exam;
not open to students who have taken English 203.
Preferences: sophomores; English majors; first year
students. Rqmt/Eval: attendance at free Sunday
8pm film screenings at Images, one 5-page paper,
a midterm, and a final exam. P/F not available.
AMSTA, ENGLC.

Homer: The Iliad (CLGR401-I)
From the early archaic era through the classical
and beyond, Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey remained
foundational in Greek discourse about community, leadership, war, heroism, family, friendship,
loyalty, the gods, justice, and much more. Nearly
all of subsequent Greek literature, both poetry and
prose, developed out of a dialogue with these epics.
In this course, we will read extensive selections
from the Iliad in Greek and the entire epic in
translation. Prereq: CLGR 201 or permission of
instructor. Preferences: majors in Classics, Comparative Literature, English and other literatures.
Rqmt/Eval: class participation, short written
exercises and/or oral reports, midterm and final
exams, and a final paper.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

M. Hoppin

Horace Odes 1-3 (CLLA406-I)
Nietzsche claimed that he never had an artistic
delight comparable to his experience of reading a
Horatian ode. Through close readings of selected
odes in Books 1-3 we will seek to experience such
delight for ourselves and to learn why, as Nietzsche
put it, “what is here achieved is in certain languages not even to be hoped for.” We will examine
the relation between poetic landscapes, poetic
programs and the poetry’s exploration of subjects
like love, friendship, youth and old age, and death.
Prereq: CLLA 302 or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on contributions in the classroom, two 2- to 3-page papers
(translation with comments), a short memorization assignment, perhaps a midterm, a final paper,
and a final exam.
SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

M. Hoppin

FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
J. Kleiner, S. Rosenheim, J. Shepard

69

Ideology, Culture, and Identity: The “New
Diplomatic History” (HIST489-II, W)
This course explores a recent wave of historical scholarship on the roles of ideology, culture,
and identity in American foreign relations. The
proliferation of such studies has contributed to the
revival of the once moribund subfield of diplomatic history and restored it to the mainstream of the
historical profession. Yet this “cultural turn” has
not come without controversy, as some traditional
diplomatic historians insist that it dilutes the subfield and discourages young scholars from engaging in necessary research on high-level diplomacy.
Prereq: none. Preferences: History majors and
students with some prior course work in foreign
relations and/or international history. Rqmt/Eval:
every other week the student will write and present
orally a 5- to 7-page essay on the assigned readings
of that week; students not presenting an essay will
produce a 2-page critique of their fellow students’
work. P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

J. Chapman

Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology
(GEOS303-III)
Using plate tectonics and the geologic assembly
of New England as a template, this course explores
the origin of crystalline rocks--volcanic, plutonic,
and metamorphic--that comprise 94% of the
Earth’s crust. Field and lab studies are the crux
of the course, supported by experimental work
and thermodynamic principles. Chemical and
mineralogical compositions and rock fabrics
provide evidence for crystallization environments
and tectonic settings, past and present. Prereq:
GEOS 202 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on lab work, one hour
test, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10
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B. Wobus

Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain
and Visual Arts (INTR223-III, NSCI318-III,
PSYC318-III)
This course will study the intersections of neuroscience and art. The brain interprets the visual
world and generates cognitive and emotional
responses to what the eyes see. It is also responsible
for creating mental images and then directing the
artist’s motor output. We will first examine the
neural mechanisms of how we perceive what we
see. We will investigate how visual artists have
used or challenged perceptual cues in their work.
Understanding how the brain perceives faces
will be used to analyze portraiture. Prereq: PSYC
101, an ARTH or ARTS course, or permission of
instructor. Preferences: Studio Art majors; Psychology majors and Neuroscience concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on a midterm,
participation in class discussions, and a poster
presentation of the empirical project; weekly lab.
P/F not available. NSCIB, PSYC1, PSYCE.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

B. Zimmerberg

Image-making, Orientalism and Visual Culture
(ARTH470-I, D)
Images wield tremendous power, wandering
freely across social, political and cultural boundaries, playing myriad roles--surrogate, instigator,
supplicant. But are images trustworthy agents in
the spaces between self and other, local and global,
human and divine? Some invite covetous collection, others elicit angry destruction. In retrospect,
image-making in the 19-20th centuries may seem
quaintly charged, but is it really any different
in the world of the mass media, Facebook and
Instagram? Prereq: one ARTH class or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Art majors. Rqmt/Eval:
students will give oral presentations and complete
a semester-long project. AMSTA, ARTHMA,
ASSTE.
SPR SEM: R 1:10-3:50

H. Edwards

Images and Society (SOC219-II)
“This is obvious!” is what we say when we believe
our point is irrefutable. But images are far less
obvious than we may like to think. This course will
create a forum for discussing the role of images
in our lives, as well as the place of the visual in
social inquiry. It will explore the variety of ways in
which images--and even vision itself--are shaped
by the social and cultural context in which they are
embedded, and develop skills for critical analysis
of existing representations. Prereq: none; open to
all. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, several
response papers, oral presentation and a takehome final.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

O. Shevchenko

Imagining Immigrants (ENGL239-I, D, W)
The goal of this writing-intensive gateway is to
advance our abilities as rigorous, subtle, and imaginative interpreters of literature and to become
sensitive readers of the conflicts, anxieties, and
vulnerabilities faced by immigrants. Moving physically from one culture to another but remaining
imaginatively torn between their adopted country
and their country of origin, feeling at times like a
stranger to both, immigrants face questions that
concern us all in our increasingly global world.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
sophomores and first-year students who have not
yet taken an ENGL Gateway course. Rqmt/Eval:
active participation in discussion, four 5-page
papers and journal entries. AMSTA, AMSTO,
ASAMR, ENGLG, ENGLC.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Images of Law (COMP411-I, ENGL332-I,
JLST401-II)
Works of art transform how we view the law.
Novels like Kafka’s The Trial and Camus’ The
Stranger produce indelible images and inspire
reflections about all phases of the legal process--investigation, interrogation, arrest, trial, and
punishment. Poems, films, and other art forms
also offer perspectives on the law, raising issues
richer and more elusive than what we encounter
on Court TV, in the New York Times, or even from
sophisticated legal scholars. Prereq: JLST 101 or
permission of the instructor. Preferences: Justice
and Law concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: several short
writing assignments, two longer papers, class
participation. JLSTI.
SPR SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

A. Hirsch

I. Bell

Imagining Joseph (ANTH334-II, COMP334-I,
JWST334-II, REL334-II, W)
Beloved son, rival brother, faithful servant,
dreamer, seer, object of desire, lover, husband,
bureaucrat, Joseph is among the most fully-limned
and compelling figures in Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim scriptures. The story of Joseph unfolds
over fourteen chapters in the Hebrew Bible, and
is the subject of the fourth longest sura in the
Qur’an and has spawned epic poems, films, and
even a Broadway musical. This seminar engages in
deep interpretive reading and comparison across
time and space. Prereq: none. Preferences: based
on responses to a questionnaire. Rqmt/Eval: 3- to
5-page weekly response papers; 15-page final
paper; class participation. JWSTC.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

P. Just
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Imitation and Parodies (ENGL143-I, W)
In this class, as the title suggests, we will first
try to imitate and then try to parody--or mock
through exaggeration--a series of written texts,
starting with formal poetry (Tennyson, Seuss),
and then alternating fiction and non-fiction (HP
Lovecraft, Karl Marx, Ayn Rand, Jacques Derrida,
Stephanie Meyer, etc.). But toward the end I hope
to expand into performance--dance, theater,
music--for at least some of your final projects.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students who
have not taken or placed out of a 100-level ENGL
course. Rqmt/Eval: numerous small and longer
assignments, perhaps thirty pages total. P/F not
available.
SPR SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

P. Park

Immunology (BIOL313-III)
The rapidly evolving field of immunology examines the complex network of interacting molecules
and cells that function to recognize and respond to
agents foreign to the individual. In this course, we
will focus on the biochemical mechanisms that act
to regulate the development and function of the
immune system and how alterations in different
system components can cause disease. Textbook
readings will be supplemented with current literature. Prereq: BIOL 202. Preferences: senior and
then junior Biology majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on exams, laboratory reports, and a
research paper. BIMOE, PHLHD.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

D. Turner

Inclusive Growth: The Role of Social Safety Nets
(ECON532-II)
Designing and implementing effective national
strategies to promote inclusive economic growth
can require difficult policy reforms, sometimes
with adverse short-term impacts for vulnerable
groups within society. Social safety nets provide a
pro-poor policy instrument that can balance trade
and labor market reform, fiscal adjustments (such
as reduced general subsidies) and other economic
policies aimed at enabling better market performance. Prereqs: none. Rqmt/Eval: students will
write five papers during the term, and will prepare
and deliver formal comments on five papers written by other students. P/F not available. POECPP.
SPR TUT: TBA
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M. Samson

Income Distribution (ECON456-II)
This course empirically examines the distribution of income in the United States. How have
wage inequality and the skill premium evolved
over time? How is poverty measured, and what are
the factors associated with living in poverty? How
do government programs change the distribution
of income? How much income mobility is there
across generations? Students will become more
critical readers of current economic literature,
and will apply their skills in conducting original
empirical research. Prereq: ECON 251 and 255 or
equivalent. Preferences: senior Economics majors.
Rqmt/Eval: short writing assignments, computer
lab exercises, oral presentations, and a 15- to 20page research paper including original empirical
analysis (written in stages). POECUS.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

S. LaLumia

India’s Identities: Religion, Caste, and Gender
(ANTH246-II, ASST246-II, REL246-II,
WGSS246-II, D, W)
We examine India’s contradictory legacy as a
booming Asian democracy and fragile society
built upon deep and enduring divisions. We
explore social practices that produce critical axes
of difference around religion, gender, and sexuality
using key moments (Partition, communal riots in
Gujarat, Hyderabad, Delhi) as points of departure.
We are also interested in the discourses that reproduce binaries as well as the ‘middle paths’ that
attempt to transcend binaries of religion, gender,
& class. Prereq: none. Preferences: majors in Anthropology and Sociology, Religion, Asian Studies,
or Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies. Rqmt/
Eval: weekly writing assignments and tutorial
attendance every week. P/F not available. GBSTSA,
PHLHB, RELSA, WGSSR.
FALL TUT: TBA

K. Gutschow

Individual Vocal and Instrumental Instruction
(MUS281-288-I)
Individual lessons in voice, keyboard and most
orchestral and jazz instruments offered as a partial
credit fifth course. Students are encouraged to take
this course for a letter grade, but as with all fifth
courses, pass/fail is also an option. (Note: partial
credit music lessons taken pass-fail do not count
as one of the three pass-fail options available to
students for regular semester courses.) Students
are required to prepare for 10 lessons during the
semester with a minimum expectation... Prereq:
permission of the individual instructor; enrollment
limits apply to each section based upon availability
and qualifications.
FALL LSN: TBA
SPR LSN: TBA

Staff
Staff

Inorganic/Organometallic Chemistry
(CHEM335-III)
This course addresses fundamental aspects in
the chemistry of transition metals, main group
elements, and f-elements, that are relevant to a variety of important areas, including applications in
organic synthetic transformations, medicine, and
industrial and biological catalysis. The course introduces concepts of symmetry and group theory,
and applies them in a systematic approach to the
study of the structure, bonding, and spectroscopy
of coordination and inorganic compounds. Prereq:
CHEM 155 or 256 and 251/255. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation is based on problem sets, exams, and an
independent project; weekly lab. MTSCE.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

P. Barber

Inspiration/Perspiration: The Economics
of Innovation and Technological Change
(ECON377-II)
In this course, we will first take a microeconomic
approach to examining the creation of new knowledge, the translation of ideas into practical applications, and the adoption of new technologies by
producers and consumers. We will then confront
the macroeconomic implications of innovation,
and discuss how policies can foster technological
change and address its consequences. We will
examine historical and contemporary case studies
of the creation, exploitation, and consequences of
innovation. Prereq: ECON 251 and either ECON
255 or POEC 253. Preferences: junior and senior
Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: reading responses,
problem sets, quizzes, class discussion, research
projects; students will undertake a group project
and write their own 8- to 10-page research paper
on the economics of a particular innovation of
their choosing.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

S. Nafziger

Instrumental Methods of Analysis
(CHEM364-III, ENVI364-III)
This course provides the student an understanding of the applicability of current laboratory
instrumentation both to the elucidation of fundamental chemical phenomena and to the measurement of certain atomic and molecular parameters.
Student will gain knowledge and understanding
of the theory and practical use of a variety of
instrumental techniques; including, but not limited
to, chromatography, mass spectrometry, thermal
methods, electroanalytical techniques, atomic and
molecular absorption and emission spectroscopy,
X-ray diffraction, and optical and electron microscopies, with examples drawn from the current
literature. Prereq: CHEM 155 or 256 and 251/255;
may be taken concurrently with CHEM 256 with
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
is based on class participation, problem sets, oral
presentation and discussion of selected topics,
laboratory work, and an independent project.
BIMOE, ENVIN, ENVSBA, ENVSM, MTSCE.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

P. Barber
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Intensive Grammar and Translation
(RLFR511-I)
Reading French for Knowledge is a course designed to offer students a thorough and systematic
review of French sentence structures and grammar.
Students will learn to decipher the language
while acquiring a method of transcoding and
understanding ideas. Along with such intensive
process they will start translating a variety of short
excerpts, developing a wide lexical range centered
on art history and criticism, but not limited to it.
Prereq: a strong interest and need to learn French.
Preferences: although this course is to serve the
needs of students enrolled in the Graduate Program in the History of Art, undergraduates may
enroll by permission of the instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
papers, a midterm, and a final examination.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

N. Desrosiers

Intermediate Arabic I (ARAB201-I)
In this course we will continue to study the essential grammar of Modern Standard Arabic while
working to improve the linguistic skills obtained in
Elementary Arabic. Upon successful completion of
this course, students will be able to hold conversations in Arabic with some fluency on a variety of
topics while developing an increased vocabulary
and cultural appreciation of Arabic-speaking
countries. Prereq: ARAB 101-102 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
daily performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm
and a final exam; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: MWF 12:00-12:50

A. Eqeiq

Intermediate Arabic II (ARAB202-I)
As a continuation of ARAB 201, this course will
expose students to more of the essential grammar
of Modern Standard Arabic while increasing their
cultural literacy in Arab civilization. Our main
textbook will be Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-’Arabiyya
Part II but outside materials from diverse media
such as television and newspapers will also be
included. Class will be conducted in Arabic. Prereq:
ARAB 201 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation is based on quizzes, tests, homework
and active class participation; weekly conference.
SPR LEC: MWF 12:00-12:50
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TBA

Intermediate Chinese (CHIN201-I, D)
These two courses are designed to consolidate
the foundations built in Basic Chinese and continue developing students’ skills in aural comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Conducted
in Mandarin. This is an EDI course. Throughout
the course we will address issues of how cultural
differences inform and are informed by different
linguistic contexts and practices. Prereq: CHIN
102 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom performance,
homework, daily quizzes, regular written and oral
unit tests, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45,
MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-10:45
L. Yu

Intermediate Chinese (CHIN202-I, D)
These two courses are designed to consolidate
the foundations built in Basic Chinese and continue developing students’ skills in aural comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Conducted
in Mandarin. This is an EDI course. Throughout
the course we will address issues of how cultural
differences inform and are informed by different
linguistic contexts and practices. Prereq: CHIN
201 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom performance,
homework, daily quizzes, regular written and oral
unit tests, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45,
MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-10:45
N. Li

Intermediate Classical Chinese: Ideas of
Authority in Classical Chinese Literature
(CHIN413-I)
In this course we read longer and more complicated texts from the Warring States (403-221 BCE)
and Han (206 BCE-220 CE) periods. Our focus
will be on careful linguistic analysis, translation,
and discussion of the texts’ philosophical ideas,
rhetorical methods, and cultural and historical
contexts. We will read some of the foundational
texts of Chinese philosophical, political, and historical thought, including the works of Confucius,
Mencius, Zhuangzi, and Sima Qian. Prereq: CHIN
412 or prior coursework in Classical Chinese.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, homework, quizzes, tests, and a final
exam.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Nugent

Intermediate French II: Intermediate Studies
in French Language and Francophone Culture
(RLFR104-I)
As a continuation of RLFR 103, this course
explores the diverse cultural and political identities
in the Francophone world through short literary
texts and films from France, Africa, the Caribbean
and the Middle East while building on linguistic
skills in French. The course will provide an indepth advanced review of grammar structures, but
will emphasize the application of those structures
in activities of composition, reading, oral presentation and discussion. Conducted in French. Prereq:
RLFR 103; this course is primarily for continuing
RLFR 103 students; students who have placed at
the advanced intermediate level on the placement
exam should register for RLFR 105. Preferences:
continuing 103 students and potential French
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, short
papers, oral class presentations, quizzes and exams;
weekly conference.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

S. Saint-Just

Intermediate German I (GERM103-I)
In this course students will further develop their
German language skills, by discussing a variety of
cultural topics and themes in the German-speaking world. Through extensive work on expanding
vocabulary, reviewing major grammar topics,
conversation and composition exercises, the
students will strengthen their language skills and
develop cultural competency. The course focuses
on real communication in meaningful contexts
and is conducted in German. Prereq: GERM 102
or equivalent. Preferences: first-year students.
Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, midterm and
final exams, quizzes, essays, homework. P/F not
available.
FALL SEM: MWF 9:00-9:50

C. Kone

Intermediate German II (GERM104-I)
The prerequisite to all advanced courses in
German. Practice in speaking and writing; reading
in a variety of contemporary texts ranging from
interviews to social documentary to short stories.
Weekly film clips from a popular German TV
series. Conducted in German. Prereq: GERM 103
or equivalent. Rqmt/Eval: daily short writing assignments, small group work, midterm, and final.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

H. Druxes

Intermediate Greek (CLGR201-I)
Reading of selections from Hesiod and from
Plato, combined with grammar review. The
primary goal of this course is to develop fluency in
reading Greek. We will also read the texts closely
to explore important continuities and changes in
Greek culture between the archaic and classical
periods. The emphasis will vary from year to year,
but possible subjects to be explored include: the
education and socialization of the community’s
children and young adults; religion and cult practices. Prereq: CLGR 101-102 or two years of Greek
in secondary school. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on classroom participation, quizzes, tests,
and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. Hoppin
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Intermediate Japanese (JAPN201-I, D)
Throughout the course we will address issues of
how cultural difference inform and are informed
by different linguistic contexts and practices.
Prereq: JAPN 101-102 or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on daily
performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm, and
a final exam; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

K. Yamamoto

Intermediate Japanese (JAPN202-I, D)
This course is a continuation of Japanese 201,
further developing the four skills of speaking,
listening, reading, and writing. The same general
methodology will be used. Upon completing the
course, students will have been introduced to most
of the major structural patterns of contemporary Japanese and will be able to read simple
expository prose. Throughout the course we will
address issues of how cultural difference inform
and are informed by different linguistic contexts
and practices. Prereq: JAPN 201 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
daily performance, homework, quizzes, a midterm,
and a final exam; weekly conference.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

M. Hatakeyama

Intermediate Korean (CRKO301-I)
Intermediate Korean. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department.
FALL LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Intermediate Korean. (CRKO302-I)
Intermediate Korean. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department.
SPR LEC: TBA

76

J. Canova

Intermediate Latin: The Late Republic
(CLLA201-I)
Reading of Latin prose and poetry, normally a
speech by Cicero and selected shorter poems of
Catullus. This course includes a comprehensive
review of Latin grammar and aims primarily at
developing students’ capacity for reading Latin
fluently. At the same time it acquaints students
with the late Republic, a turbulent and important period in Roman history, and attends to the
development of their interpretative and analytic
skills. Prereq: CLLA 101-102 or 3-4 years of Latin
in secondary school; consult the department.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, quizzes, a midterm, and a final exam;
occasional oral presentations or short essays may
be required as well.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

A. Wilcox

Intermediate Spanish (RLSP103-I)
This course is a continuation of Spanish 101102. It is designed to help students improve their
proficiency in each of the major skill-groups
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) while
providing an introduction to the cultures of the
Spanish-speaking world. Classroom activities and
homework are designed to increase vocabulary
and improve your ability to handle daily life in a
Spanish-speaking country, to express your views
on complex subjects such as art and politics, and to
increase your knowledge of the cultural traditions
of Latin America and Spain. Prereq: RLSP 101-102
or by Spanish placement exam. Rqmt/Eval: regular
attendance and active in-class participation, workbook exercises and weekly compositions, quizzes,
midterm and final exams; weekly conference.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 11:00-11:50
G. Bell-Villada, J. French

Intermediate Studies in French Language and
Francophone Cultures (RLFR103-I)
This first-semester intermediate course builds on
RLFR 101-102, with added focus on French-speaking cultures around the globe. The course prepares
students for future study in French by increasing
comprehension and communication skills, by
refining lexical and cultural awareness, and by improving reading and writing. Daily work involves
an expanded review of core grammatical structures
and an exploration of various media, including
film, music, and print. Conducted in French.
Prereq: RLFR 101-102 or examination placement.
Preferences: first- and second-year students and
those with compelling justification for admission.
Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, online workbook exercises, compositions (2 drafts), weekly
quizzes, midterm, and final examination.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45,
MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-11:10
TBA

International Financial Institutions
(ECON535-II)
This tutorial will explore the role of official
international financial institutions in the global
economic and financial system, their relations
with members, proposals for how they might be
reformed, and issues that they face. The focus
will be principally on the International Monetary
Fund, and to a lesser extent the World Bank, the
Bank for International Settlements and Financial
Stability Board. Prereq: intended for CDE Fellows;
undergraduate enrollment limited, and only with
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: each participant will write and present 5 or 6 policy papers
and a like number of critiques. P/F not available.
GBSTEC, POECIN.
SPR TUT: TBA

E. Truman

International Law (PSCI223-II)
This course will examine the historical origins of
contemporary international law, its development
since World War II, and current dilemmas in its
practice. Students will study primary materials,
including treaties, diplomatic negotiations, memos,
and cases. This is not a law-school course, but a
liberal arts course in the politics of international
law. Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: two midterm exams, one
7-page paper, and one final exam. JLSTE, JLSTI,
MASTE, POECIN, PSCIIR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

D. Traven

International Macroeconomics (ECON393-II)
This model based course examines interactions
among economies in the global arena and the
implications for policy analysis. Topics include
analysis of international financial asset markets,
international capital flows and the transmission
of business cycles internationally. Case studies
are used to study implications for central bank
exchange rate policies, monetary policies, trade
policies, currency and trade unions such as the
EEC and NAFTA, and policy coordination issues
among countries. Prereq: ECON 252. Preferences: Economics majors, and particularly to those
wishing to write an honors thesis in related areas of
interest. Rqmt/Eval: two midterm exams and one
final term paper focused on an international macro
policy topic of the student’s choice. POECIN.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

P. Pedroni

International Security (PSCI225-II)
This course examines when, why, and how military threats and military force are used to obtain
international political objectives. It discusses the
many methods used by states and non-state actors
to bend opponents to their will, including military
coercion, economic coercion, terrorism, guerrilla
warfare, nuclear threats, and conventional war.
The course focuses on the period from the end
of World War II until the present. Prereq: none.
Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation, two 4- to 5-page papers, and a
final exam. GBSTBO, LEADF, PSCIIR.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

R. Kelanic
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International Trade (ECON358-II)
This class will examine the causes and consequences of globalization. We will cover the
classic models of international trade and discuss
the empirical relevance of these theories. Other
global forces such as immigration, foreign direct
investment, offshoring, trade policies, and trade
agreements will also be examined. Throughout the
course we will focus on the factors driving globalization as well as the welfare and distributional
implications. Prereq: ECON 251, 252, and some
familiarity with statistical analysis. Preferences:
senior Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: problems
sets, short essays, midterm, and final. POECIN.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

W. Olney

International Trade and Development
(ECON366-II, ECON516-II)
This course will examine the causes and consequences of globalization and its implications for
less-developed countries. We will study the classic
models of international trade and discuss the
empirical relevance of these theories. In addition,
we will focus on other dimensions of globalization
that are of particular importance to developing
countries such as brain drain, remittances, FDI,
trade policies, infant industry protection, trade and
growth, and trade agreements. Prereq: ECON 251
and ECON 255. Preferences: undergraduate enrollment limited and requires instructor’s permission.
Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, short essays, midterm,
and final. GBSTEC, POECIN.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

W. Olney

Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict (ARAB480-II, HIST480-II, D, W)
This tutorial addresses the powerful, competing,
and bitterly contested historical narratives that underpin the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Both Israelis
and Palestinians appeal to history to legitimize
their territorial claims and to justify contemporary
action. Special attention will be paid to the interpretations of key historical moments, especially
the 1948 and 1967 wars, and on the contrasting
views of some of the core issues of the conflict--Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, terrorism. Prereq:
none. Preferences: History majors as well as Arabic
Studies majors and Jewish Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: 5- to 7-page essays or 2-page critiques
due each week and a final report (3-4 pages) at the
end of the semester. P/F not available. ARABE,
GBSTME, HISTE, JWSTC.
FALL TUT: TBA

Intro to French Literature: French Drama
from Classicism to the Theatre of the Absurd
(RLFR204-I)
What can we learn about French society through
its theater? This course proposes to examine the
evolution of French plays from the 17th to the 20th
century within their political, social and cultural
contexts. Readings from Molière, Beaumarchais,
Musset, Anouilh, Becket and Ionesco will allow
students to see how the theater as a genre engages
the public through self-reflection and analysis.
Readings will be complemented by theoretical
texts and film versions of the plays. Prereq: RLFR
105 or permission of instructor. Preferences: open
to those who have completed RLFR 105, 107 or a
200 level course; if overenrolled, preference will
be given to French majors. Rqmt/Eval: one short
response paper weekly; 2 short essays and one final
paper.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
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M. Bernhardsson

N. Desrosiers

Introduction to African American Literature
(AFR220-II, AMST220-II, ENGL220-I, W)
What does it mean, socially, culturally, historically, personally, and spiritually, to be African
American? No single, simple answer suffices,
but African American literature as a genre is
defined by its ongoing engagement with this
complex question. This course will examine a
series of texts that in various ways epitomize the
fraught literary grappling with the entailments of
American blackness. Readings will include texts by
Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, Zora
Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, Richard Wright,
Ralph Ellison, Amiri Baraka, Toni Morrison, and
Ishmael Reed. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
English majors and Africana Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: writing assignments for the course will
total 20 pages, distributed over 4 papers. AMSTA,
AMSTO, ENGLG, ENGLC.
FALL SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

Introduction to American Studies (AMST101-II,
D)
America is a bundle of myths and ideas, and
being an American has always meant more than
U.S. citizenship. This course is an introduction to
the interdisciplinary study of American culture.
We will focus on the workings of that culture as it
has been shaped by race, ethnicity, class, gender,
sexuality, place, and religion. We will do so by
asking critical questions of essays, novels, autobiographies, poems, photographs, films, music,
visual art, cityscapes, historical documents, and
legal texts. Prereq: none. Preferences: sophomores
and first-year students. Rqmt/Eval: two or three
essays (about 7 pages each); class participation;
some sections may have additional short writing
assignments or field trips. EXPEE.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

C. Cleghorn
D. Kiel

D. Smith

Introduction to Africana Studies (AFR200-II)
This course introduces students to the content
and contours of Africana Studies as a vibrant field
of knowledge. Through exploration of the genealogy, disciplinary diversity, and evolution of the
field, we will examine the depth and range of experiences of African-descended peoples throughout
the Americas, the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa.
We will also give some attention to how members
of the Diaspora remember and encounter Africa,
as well as their diverse responses to the history of
enslavement, colonialism, apartheid, racism, and
globalization. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based upon class participation, weekly
reading response papers, two short essays, and a
final research project. AFRC, AMSTO, GBSTAS,
LATSR.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35 J. Manigault-Bryant
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
R. Braggs

Introduction to Asian American History
(AMST284-II, ASST284-II, HIST284-II, D)
This course serves as the introduction to Asian
American history, roughly covering the years 1850
to the present. It examines the lives of Chinese,
Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Indians, and Southeast Asians in America, and the historical reasons
why they came to the US and their subsequent
interactions with other ethno-racial groups in
the United States. Topics include the anti-Asian
exclusion movements, the wartime incarceration
of Japanese Americans, the increase of Asian
immigration after the 1965 Immigration Act and
the war in Viet Nam, and the impact of the events
of September 11, 2001 on Asian American communities. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on four response papers,
two short critical essay (5-7 pages) and a final
oral history/family history of an Asian American
(10-15 pages). AMSTO, ASAMC, HISTF.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

S. Wong

79

Introduction to Astrophysics (ASTR111-III, Q)
How do stars work? We’ll answer that question
from start to finish, undertaking a survey of some
of the main ideas in modern astrophysics, from the
relevant physics principles to ultimate fates of stars.
Topics include radiation laws, stellar spectra, the
Sun, binary stars, star formation, stellar evolution
and stellar end states: white dwarfs, neutron stars
and black holes. In addition to lectures, the course
includes some afternoon labs plus observing with
telescopes on the roof of TPL. Prereq: a year of
high school Physics, or concurrent college Physics,
or permission of instructor, and MATH 140 or
equivalent. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly problem sets, two hour tests, a final exam,
lab reports, and an observing portfolio.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

K. Kwitter

Introduction to Classical Chinese (CHIN412-I)
An introduction to the grammar and basic vocabulary of Classical Chinese, the standard written
language of China from the 7th cent. BCE through
the 1920s (and an important written language in
Japan, Korea, and Vietnam). Classical Chinese
continues to play an important role in written and
spoken modern Chinese. We will read, translate,
and discuss philosophical, political, literary, and
historical anecdotes from the Spring and Autumn
(770-481 BCE) through the Han (206 BCE-220
CE) periods. Prereq: CHIN 202 or extensive
reading knowledge of Chinese characters through
other languages. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on classroom performance, homework,
quizzes, tests, and a final exam.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
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C. Nugent

Introduction to Comparative Literature
(COMP110-I, ENGL241-I)
Comparative literature involves reading and
analyzing literature drawn from different times,
movements, cultures, and media. In this class,
we will study English translations of texts from
eras spanning the ancient to the contemporary;
national traditions arising in Western and Eastern
Europe, Asia, and Latin America; and media
including prose fiction, graphic memoir, and film.
Texts will include works by Homer, Sei Shônago,
Kleist, Tolstoy, Zola, Borges, Wilde, Mamet, Bechdel, and others. Prereq: none. Preferences: students
considering a major in Comparative Literature.
Rqmt/Eval: attendance, participation, two 5-page
papers, a few short responses, final exam. P/F not
available.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

C. Bolton

Introduction to Comparative Politics:
Nationalism, Ideology, and State Power
(PSCI204-II)
This course compares politics across the world,
asking why countries differ in power and wealth,
where states come from, and why political institutions change, sometimes suddenly. Thus it often
deal with things that people from stable, developed
countries take for granted. Looking at a wide
variety of materials, we consider the emergence
of capitalism and nationalism; the spread of liberalism and democracy; the roots of terrorism; and
the effects of war and religion on politics. Prereq:
none. Preferences: first-years and sophomores.
Rqmt/Eval: (fall) five 2-page essays, a 5-page paper,
and a short final; (spring) two 5-page papers and a
final exam. POECR, PSCICP.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

G. Crane
G. Crane

Introduction to Computer Science (CSCI134-III,
Q)
This course introduces fundamental ideas
in computer science and builds skills in the
design, implementation, and testing of computer
programs. Students implement algorithms with
a strong focus on constructing correct, understandable, and efficient programs. Topics covered
include object-oriented programming, control
structures, arrays, recursion, and event-driven
programming. This course is appropriate for all
students including those who have little or no
prior computing experience. Prereq: none, except
for the standard prerequisites for a (Q) course;
previous programming experience is not required.
Preferences: first year students and sophomores.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly
assignments, final programming projects, and
examinations; weekly lab. BGNPR, COGSE.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
T. Murtagh, W. Lenhart
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
J. Albrecht, T. Murtagh

Introduction to Cultural Theory (COMP117-I,
ENGL117-I, W)
If you decide you want to study “culture,” what
exactly is it that you are studying? The aim of this
course is not to come up with handy and reassuring definitions for this word, but to show you
why it is so hard to come up with such definitions.
People fight about what the word “culture” means,
and our main business will be to get an overview of
that conceptual brawl. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-year students who have not taken or placed
out of a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: five
short papers totaling about 20 pages, class attendance and participation. AMSTC.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Thorne

Introduction to Environmental and Natural
Resource Economics (ECON213-II, ENVI213-II,
Q)
We’ll use economics to learn why we harm the
environment and overuse natural resources, and
what we can do about it. We’ll talk about whether
and how we can put a dollar value on nature and
ecosystem services. We’ll study cost benefit analysis, pollution in general, climate change, natural
resources (like fisheries, forests, and fossil fuels),
and energy. We will take an economic approach to
global sustainability, and study the relationship between the environment and economic growth and
trade. Prereq: ECON 110. Preferences: sophomores
if course is overenrolled. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets,
short papers, a midterm, and a final exam. ENVIP,
ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA, MASTE, POECPP.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

S. Jacobson

Introduction to Environmental Science
(ENVI102-III)
Environmental science is the interdisciplinary
study of the Earth’s systems. In this course, you
will be introduced to the scientific methods used
to assess human impacts on the environment in a
world with a growing population. Through a mixture of lecture, field and laboratory experiences, we
will explore the science necessary to understand
Earth’s underlying environmental systems and to
develop effective scientific and policy solutions.
Prereq: none; no seniors without permission of
the instructors. Preferences: first-year students.
Rqmt/Eval: lab reports; class participation; reaction papers; quizzes/exam; independent project
presentation and paper. ENVIN, ENVPC, ENVSC,
EXPEE.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Apotsos
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Introduction to French Language and
Francophone Cultures (RLFR101/102-I)
This year-long course offers a complete introduction to the French language and is designed to help
you become fully conversant in French by focusing
on four fundamental language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. In addition, this
course is an engaging introduction to a variety of
French-speaking cultures around the world, from
France, to Québec, to Morocco. Prereq: none;
for students who have taken less than two years
of high school French. Preferences: first- and
second-year students and those with compelling
justification for admission. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
in both semester-long courses will be based on
active class participation, workbook exercises and
compositions, chapter tests, midterms, and final
exams.
RLFR 102 offers a complete introduction to
the French language and is designed to help you
become fully conversant in French by focusing
on four fundamental language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Through daily
practice, class activities, interactive discussion,
listening exercises, written work, reading assignments, video-observations, and film-viewing, you
will quickly gain confidence and increasing facility
with your abilities to speak and understand both
spoken and written French. Prereq: none; for students who have taken less than two years of high
school French. Preferences: first- and second-year
students and those with compelling justification
for admission. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation in both
semester-long courses will be based on active class
participation, workbook exercises and compositions, chapter tests, midterms, and final exams.
Students registered for RLFR 101-102 are
required to attend and pass the sustaining program
during the winter study period; credit granted only
if both semesters (RLFR 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45
B. Martin
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50 and TR 8:55-9:45 TBA
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Introduction to Greek (CLGR101/102-I)
This full-year, intensive course presents the
fundamentals of ancient Greek grammar, syntax,
and vocabulary and introduces students, in the
second semester, to works of the classical period
(usually Xenophon and Euripides). Prereq (FALL):
none; designed for students who are beginning
Greek or have studied less than two years of Greek
in secondary school; students with some previous
experience in Greek may want to enroll in CLGR
102 only (consult the department). Prereq (SPR):
CLGR 101 or permission of department. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on frequent quizzes,
tests, and a final exam. Credit granted only if both
semesters (CLGR 101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

K. Christensen
K. Christensen

Introduction to Japanese Linguistics
(JAPN131-I)
This course is an introduction to the basic ideas
and methodology of linguistics. We learn how to
formally analyze the patterns of speech sounds
(phonetics and phonology), word formation
(morphology), sentence structures (syntax), and
meanings (semantics and pragmatics). Other
topics, such as first language acquisition and language variations, may be discussed as needed. Although we use Japanese as the primary target data
throughout the course, we occasionally look at
data from other languages. Prereq: no background
knowledge of Japanese or linguistics is required;
open to all students who are interested in Japanese
language or language in general. Preferences: firstyear and sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: class
discussion, reading assignments (as preparation
for class), written assignments (exercises), midterm and final exam.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. Hatakeyama

Introduction to Justice and Law (JLST101-II)
This course will examine America’s legal system,
including its historical and constitutional underpinnings; the processes of resolving disputes, e.g.,
trials, plea-bargaining, and civil settlement; and
the roles of diverse participants in the system, e.g.,
judges, jurors, litigants, and legislators. The course
will emphasize the interdisciplinary nature of law,
exploring law’s intersections with politics, history,
economics, science, religion, anthropology, and
various other disciplines. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: three
papers, a final exam, and class participation.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

A. Hirsch

Introduction to Latin (CLLA101/102-I)
This is a full-year course on the fundamentals of
the Latin language. The first semester and part of
the second emphasize learning basic grammar; the
rest of the second semester is devoted to reading
selections from Latin poetry (e.g., Vergil’s Aeneid
and some Medieval Latin poetry, e.g., the Carmina
Burana) and from Latin prose (e.g., Pliny’s Letters
and/or the Vulgate Bible). Prereq (FALL): none;
this course is designed for the student with no
previous preparation in Latin or with only a little
Latin who wishes a refresher; students with some
previous experience in Latin may want to enroll in
CLLA 102 only (consult the department). Prereq
(SPR): CLLA 101 or permission of department.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on frequent
quizzes, tests, classroom exercises, and a final
exam. Credit granted only if both semesters (CLLA
101 and 102) are taken.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

M. Hoppin
B. Rubin

Introduction to Latina/o Literatures
(AMST207-II, COMP211-I, ENGL251-I,
LATS208-II, D)
This discussion course serves as an introduction;
the reading list is not meant to be exhaustive or
comprehensive, but will rather provide a sampling
or range of texts for students to engage. We will
explore a number of readings across different
genres (the novel, play, poem, short story, graphic
novel). Students will endeavor to understand how
each author defines Latinidad. What characterizes
Latina/os for each of these writers and how do
their works articulate the historical conditions out
of which they emerge? Prereq: none. Preferences:
Latina/o Studies concentrators, American Studies
and Comparative Literature majors. Rqmt/Eval:
students will be evaluated based on weekly online
discussion forum posts, two short papers, a
midterm exam, a final comprehensive project, as
well as classroom participation. AMSTA, AMSTO,
LATSC.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

A. Granado

Introduction to Literary Theory (COMP240-I,
ENGL230-I, W)
This course introduces students to some of the
most important trends in modern criticism--such
as gender theory, deconstruction, new historicism, and psychoanalytic criticism--in an applied,
hands-on way. The course will consider a variety of
primary texts from different eras--a Shakespeare
play, a nineteenth-century novel, a contemporary
film, for example--each in terms of a range of
theoretical approaches. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Preferences: first-year students,
sophomores, English majors who have yet to take
a Gateway, and potential Comparative Literature
majors. Rqmt/Eval: frequent short papers totaling
20 pages. AMSTC, ENGLCR, ENGLG.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Pye
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Introduction to Mechanics (PHYS131-III, Q)
We focus first on the Newtonian mechanics of
point particles: the relationship between velocity,
acceleration, and position; the puzzle of circular
motion; forces; energy and momentum; and
gravitation. Then we study pressure and buoyancy,
vibrations, and balance. We finally turn to the
basic properties of waves, such as interference
and refraction, as exemplified with sound and
light waves, and the optics of lenses, mirrors and
the eye. Prereq: MATH 130; students who scored
4 or 5 on the AP Physics B exam or on the AP
Physics C (mechanics) exam, or 6 or 7 on the IB
Physics HL exam may not take this course and
are encouraged to take PHYS 141 instead. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on exams, labs, and
weekly problem sets, all of which have a substantial
quantitative component.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

W. Wootters

Introduction to Moral and Political Philosophy:
Plato with Footnotes (PHIL119-II, W)
This course addresses a central question in
practical philosophy: How should we live? The
question has two parts: What is the best life for individuals? And what social and political arrangements make such a life possible? In attempting
to answer these questions we also engage related
theoretical questions concerning what is real and
how we have access to it. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-year students, prospective and actual majors.
Rqmt/Eval: six 2-page papers, two 5-page papers,
presentations, participation. LEADE, LGSTE.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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J. Sawicki

Introduction to Music Theory (MUS102-I)
The course presents an introduction to the materials and structures of music. Through a variety
of practical exercises and written projects, students
will develop an understanding of the elements of
music (e.g. pitch, scales, triads, rhythm, meter,
and their notation) and explore their combination
and interaction in the larger-scale organization
of works of classical, jazz and popular music (i.e.
harmony, counterpoint, form, rhetoric). Practical
musicianship skills will be developed through
in-class and prepared singing, Keyboard and
rhythmic exercises. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first year students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on written and practical quizzes, projects,
participation, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

Z. Wadsworth
Z. Wadsworth

Introduction to Native American History
(AMST280-II, HIST283-II, D)
Long ignored and romanticized, Native American history has become a vibrant area of study
rich with new scholarship. This course will grapple
with the most important issues currently driving
inquiry within the field. We will investigate pivotal
developments in Native American history and
build a foundation for future coursework in Native
Studies. Prereq: none. Preferences: American
Studies majors and History majors. Rqmt/Eval:
two short papers and an in-class essay midterm
and final. P/F not available. AMSTO.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Kiel

Introduction to Number Theory (MATH313-III,
W, Q)
The study of numbers dates back thousands
of years, and is fundamental in mathematics. In
this course, we will investigate both classical and
modern questions about numbers. In particular,
we will explore the integers, and examine issues
involving primes, divisibility, and congruences. We
will also look at the ideas of number and prime
in more general settings, and consider fascinating
questions that are simple to understand, but can
be quite difficult to answer. Prereq: MATH 250 or
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily on performance on
homework, projects, and examinations; at least 20
pages of writing, including weekly proof writing
with revisions on homework, plus two 5-page
explorations projects.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

Introduction to Sculpture (ARTS275-I)
This course introduces students to the media and
processes of sculpture. It focuses on the development of technical and analytical skills as they relate
to the interplay of form, content, and materials.
The structure is based around a series of sculpture
projects, investigating formal and conceptual
practices, with the ultimate goal being visual
fluency and successful expression of ideas. Prereq:
any ARTS 100 class. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on the quality of work produced, depth and
quality of the investigative process, participation in
critiques, and attendance.
FALL STU: R 1:10-3:50

A. Podmore

A. Pacelli

Introduction to Political Theory (PSCI203-II)
Is politics war by other means? Is it merely a
practical way to meet our needs? Is it the activity
through which citizens pursue justice and the good
life? How is power exercised? Who should have
it? Why? This course addresses these and other
fundamental questions about how we can, do, and
ought to live together. Readings are drawn from
major works by ancient, modern, and contemporary theorists such as Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx, Arendt, Rawls,
and Foucault. Prereq: none; this is an introductory
course, open to all, including first-year students.
Preferences: first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/
Eval: two or three papers; some sections also have
a final exam. LEADE, POECR, PSCIPT.
FALL LEC: MW 11:00-12:15, MR 2:35-3:50
J. Vandiver
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25, TF 1:10-2:25 N. Njoya

Introduction to Sexuality Studies (WGSS202-II,
D)
This course introduces students to LGBT/Queer/
Sexuality Studies through historical, legal, literary,
filmic, cultural studies, sociological, and popular
texts. Subjects may include histories of sexualities
in the U.S., feminism and its relation to queer
studies; how sexuality is racialized; transgender
theory and activism; globalization and sexuality;
and strategies of resistance and visibility such as
those evidenced by AIDS activism/theory and debates over gay marriage. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Women’s Gender & Sexuality Studies majors, short
statement of interest in case of over-enrollment.
Rqmt/Eval: 5-page paper, paper proposal and
annotated bib, 8- to 10-page final paper, glow
posts and other short informal writings. AMSTC,
WGSSR.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

K. Kent
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Introduction to the Music of Brazil (MUS226-I)
A course designed to acquaint students with an
overview of the history and development of the
music of Brazil, beginning with characteristics of
West African music brought to Brazil as a result
of the Portuguese colonization and continuing
with an examination of how these elements and
influences commingled with those of the European
immigrant and indigenous Brazilian populations
to create a variety of distinct musical styles. Prereq:
MUS 104a or b. Preferences: Music majors and
Jazz Ensemble members. Rqmt/Eval: midterm and
final exams as well as two 10-page research papers.
P/F not available. MUSW.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

A. Jaffe

Introduction to Theatre (COMP151-I,
THEA101-I)
Theatre 101 serves as a general gateway to the
study of Theatre. The course investigates principal
areas of Theatre practice, including the Play and
Playwright, Actor, Director, Designer, Audience,
and Company. Through lectures, class discussions, and hands-on lab sessions, students will
encounter dramatic texts and theatrical contexts
from a variety of traditions. Dramatists covered
may include Sophocles, Shakespeare, Molière,
Chekhov, Beckett, and Parks. Open to all students.
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: three
short papers; in-class writing; mid-term Company
studio presentation; final Company performance
and portfolio; weekly lab. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

Introduction to the Novel (ENGL216-I)
A team-taught lecture course on the development of the novel as a literary form. Texts will
include: Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones; Jane Austen’s
Emma; Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations; James
Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury; Vladimir
Nabokov’s Lolita; and Toni Morrison’s Beloved.
Occasional sessions will be scheduled during
the term for informal discussions and questions.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
students who have pre-registered for the course;
thereafter, seniors, then juniors, sophomores, and
first-years. Rqmt/Eval: midterm and final exams,
one critical essay, and one quiz. ENGLC.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
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S. Fix, R. Bell

R. Baker-White

Introduction to Theatre Technology
(THEA244-I)
The course will examine how and where plays
are performed, produced, and designed. Students
will attend lectures, participate in labs in drafting
and technical production, and will be required
to participate on the production crew of one or
more departmental productions. Prereq: none.
Preferences: sophomores and juniors. Rqmt/Eval:
completion of weekly projects, mid-term and final
exam; participation in production; weekly lab.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

C. Catalano

Introductory Concepts of Chemistry
(CHEM151-III, Q)
This course provides an introduction to
chemistry for students with at most one year of
chemistry at the high school level. Principles
fundamental to studying matter at the molecular
level are presented, including the nature of atoms
and molecules, bonding and molecular structure,
chemical reactivity, gas laws, and chemical and
physical equilibria. With these principles, students
will be able to understand a range of everyday
processes from a molecular perspective. Prereq:
students planning to enroll required to take online
Chemistry Placement Test prior to registering
for the course & to meet with a faculty member
during First Days; students who have studied
chemistry for one or more years are directed to
CHEM 153 or 155. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based
on frequent electronic and quantitative written
weekly problem set assignments, laboratory work
and reports, quizzes, two tests, and a final exam.
BIMOR, ENVSCA.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

C. Goh

Introductory Concepts of Chemistry: Advanced
Section (CHEM153-III, Q)
This course furthers the foundation in chemistry
for students who have had one year or more of
chemistry at the high school level. Familiarity with
stoichiometry, basic concepts of equilibria, and the
model of an atom is expected. Principal topics for
this course include kinetic theory of gases, modern
atomic theory, molecular structure and bonding,
states of matter, chemical equilibrium (acid-base
and solubility), and an introduction to atomic and
molecular spectroscopies. Prereq: students are
required to take the online Chemistry Placement
Test prior to registering for the course & to meet
with a faculty member during First Days. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation is based on quantitative weekly
problem set assignments, laboratory work and
reports, hour tests, and a final exam. BIMOR,
ENVSCA.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

A. Gehring

Introductory Psychology (PSYC101-II)
An introduction to the major subfields of psychology: behavioral neuroscience, cognitive, developmental, social, personality, psychopathology,
and health. The course aims to acquaint students
with the major methods, theoretical points of view,
and findings of each subfield. Important concepts
are exemplified by a study of selected topics and
issues within each of these areas. Prereq: none.
Rqmt/Eval: two lab reports, unit quizzes, and a
final exam. NSCIR, TEACS.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
L. Williamson, C. Gillig
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50 M. Moher, C. Gillig

Introductory Workshop in Fiction (ENGL283-I)
An introduction to the basics of writing
short fiction. Exercises, short assignments, and
discussion of published fiction will be combined
with workshops of student stories and individual
conferences with the instructor. Prereq: permission
of instructor. Preferences: selection is based on
writing samples. Rqmt/Eval: successful completion
of assigned exercises and a final portfolio of at least
30 pages of revised fiction. ENGLW.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

K. Shepard
K. Shepard

Introductory Workshop in Poetry (ENGL281-I)
This workshop will include readings in modern
and contemporary poetry, weekly writing assignments, frequent improvisations and collaborations,
and the attendance of several arts events. Prereq:
none. Preferences: given to those who preregister.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on class participation, timely completion of all assignments, and
final portfolio of the semester’s revised poems.
ENGLW.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

L. Raab
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Introductory Workshop in Poetry (ENGL281-I)
This workshop will include readings in modern
and contemporary poetry, weekly writing assignments, frequent improvisations and collaborations,
and the attendance of several arts events. Prereq:
none. Preferences: if the workshop is over-enrolled, admission will be decided via a writing
sample. Rqmt/Eval: quality of work, improvement,
commitment, and participation in class. P/F not
available. ENGLW.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

J. Fisher

Islamic Feminism (ARAB332-II, REL332-II,
WGSS334-II)
This course examines the relationship between
feminism and Islam, focusing particularly on
Islamic feminist scholarship. We will take a genealogical approach to the study of Islamic feminism,
tracing the different historical conditions and
discourses that form the backdrop for scholarship
on Islam and feminism. Our study of Islamic feminist scholarship will explore the following themes:
1) feminist readings of scripture; 2) feminist
critiques of Islamic law; and 3) feminist theology.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Religion, Arabic Studies,
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, History
majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly responses, four 2- to
3-page essays.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Invitation to Sociology (SOC101-II)
An introduction to sociological analysis. The
course focuses on the relationship of individual
men and women to the social world and introduces students to systematic institutional analysis.
Students will explore the intersection of biography,
history, culture, and social structure as seen in the
work of classical and contemporary social thinkers, including Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Veblen,
Simmel, and Goffman. Special consideration will
be given to the social and cultural problems of
capitalism. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year
students and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: a take-home
midterm exam, a class presentation and a final.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

G. Shoffstall
C. Simko

Islam and Anthropology (ANTH346-II,
ARAB280-II, REL346-II)
If anthropology has helped to define Islam in
global thought, Islam has returned the favor,
holding a critical mirror to the anthropological
endeavor perhaps more than any other traditional
“object” of study. This course examines anthropological studies of Islamic societies for what they
teach us both about Islam and about anthropology.
Prereq: none. Preferences: juniors and seniors,
Anthropology, Sociology or Religion majors.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly postings, one 5-page paper, one
10-page paper, discussion leading.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50
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J. Lee

S. Yacoob

Islamic Law: Past and Present (ARAB243-II,
HIST302-II, REL243-II)
This course is designed to give students a
foundation in the substantive teachings of Islamic
law. Islamic law stretches back over 1400 years and
is grounded in the Quran, the life of the Prophet
Muhammad, and juridical discourse and moves
between law and ethics. Prereq: none. Preferences:
majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly responses, four 2- to
3-page essays. HISTB, HISTE, HISTP.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

S. Yacoob

Israeli Politics (PSCI268-II)
This is an introductory course on Israeli politics.
Approaching questions historically, it discusses the
evolution of Zionism before and after the founding
of Israel, the immigration and assimilation of
Jews from Arab states, and the changes in Israeli
politics and society introduced by the acquisition
of the West Bank and the ensuing occupation and
settlements. The course also will address Israel’s
foreign policies, including its relationship with the
USA, and the conflict with Palestinians. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/
Eval: two papers. P/F not available. GBSTME,
POECPP, PSCICP.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

M. MacDonald

Issues in the Study of Religion (REL401-II)
To be conducted as a working seminar or
colloquium. Major issues in the study of religious
thought and behavior will be taken up in a
cross-cultural context enabling the student to
consolidate and expand perspectives gained in
the course of the major sequence. Topics will vary
from year to year. In keeping with the seminar
framework, opportunity will be afforded the student to pursue independent reading and research.
Topic for 2015-16: Religion and Globalization.
Prereq: senior Religion major or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: class reports, papers, and
substantial research projects.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

G. Dreyfus

Japanese Art and Culture (ARTH270-I,
JAPN270-I, D)
This course pays special attention to the developments in artistic style and subject matter in
the contexts of contemporary cultural phenomena. Through visual analysis students learn the
aesthetic, religious, and political ideals and cultural
meanings conveyed in the works of art. Highlights
include samurai culture, courteasn culture, the sex
industry, its art, and censorship; and the artistic
exchange between Japan and the West. Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: three 30- to 40-minute quizzes,
two short papers, film screening, class attendance.
ARTH14, ARTH18, ARTHMA, ASSTE, GBSTEA.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

James Joyce’s “Ulysses” (ENGL360-I)
This course will explore in depth the demanding and exhilarating work widely regarded as the
most important novel of the twentieth century,
James Joyce’s Ulysses, which both dismantled the
traditional novel and opened new possibilities for
fiction. We will discuss the ways in which compelling issues of character and theme (e.g., questions
of heroism and betrayal, psychic dynamics, sexuality and the politics of gender, artistic isolation)
work and play in this modern comic epic. Prereq:
a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the
AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: active participation in
class discussions, several group reports, a midterm
exam, a 5-page paper, and an 8- to 10-page paper.
ENGLC.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

J. Jang

Japanese Film (JAPN153-I, COMP153-I)
From the swashbuckling samurai films of Kurosawa and delicate family dramas of Ozu to edgy
cinematic experiments and contemporary animation, this course will introduce you to the major
periods, genres, and directors of Japanese cinema.
We will focus particularly on directors whose work
seems to stand on the boundary between popular
genres (sword flicks, melodramas, psychological
thrillers, anime, etc.) and the artistic avant-garde. All texts are translated or subtitled. Prereq:
none. Preferences: students majoring in a related
field. Rqmt/Eval: attendance, participation, some
responses, two papers (5-7 pages), test.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Bolton

S. Tifft
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Jazz Arranging and Composition (MUS309-I)
This is a course designed to acquaint the student
with the basic principles of composing and
arranging for Jazz Ensemble, beginning with the
quintet and progressing through the big band.
Intensive score study and some transcription from
selected recordings required. Evaluation will be
based on the successful completion, rehearsal
and performance of original arrangements and/
or compositions during the semester, to include
at least one transcription of a recorded arrangement, one quintet or sextet arrangement, and one
arrangement for big band. Prereq: MUS 104b and
permission of the instructor. Preferences: Music
Majors and Jazz Ensemble members. Rqmt/Eval:
project based; students must participate in small
ensemble rehearsals as necessary. MUSB.
SPR LEC: M 7:00-9:40

A. Jaffe

Joyce, Woolf, and Proust (COMP325-I,
ENGL325-I)
This seminar addresses pathbreaking modernist novels by Proust, Swann’s Way, Woolf, Mrs.
Dalloway, and To the Lighthouse, and Joyce, Ulysses
slightly abridged. These works explore crucial
preoccupations of modernism: cultural loss amidst
social transformations in the early twentieth
century; the turn to memory and art to stabilize
subjectivity; emergent forms of political and
sexual identity; the roots and perversities of desire.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or
7 on the Higher Level IB English exam; students
who have studied Ulysses in a previous course
are welcome. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/
Eval: regular class participation, two 8- to 10-page
papers. P/F not available. ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

Jazz Theory and Improvisation I (AFR212-II,
MUS104b-I)
An introductory course in jazz theory practically
applied. Through lecture and performance students will acquire the necessary skills to assimilate
the rhythmic, melodic and harmonic languages
of jazz music. Through focused listening and
discussion the class will analyze examples of great
jazz improvisation against all available musical parameters. Topics including but not limited to: blues
ad American popular song forms, modal harmony,
scale/chord relationships and chord substitution.
Prereq: MUS 103 and/or permission of instructor;
musical literacy required as per above description;
private study on student’s individual instruction
strongly encouraged. Preferences: Music majors,
then Jazz Ensemble members, then prospective
Music majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on weekly assignments,(e.g., harmonic analysis
and exercises in transposition and transcription)
a midterm, a transcription project and the end
of semester concert, as well as improvement as
measured in weekly class performance; weekly lab.
P/F not available. EXPEE.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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K. Allen

S. Tifft

Judaism: Before The Law (JWST101-II,
REL203-II, D)
This course introduces the academic study of
Judaism through a humanistic exploration of
“the Law” as a concept in Jewish thought and
practice. Coverage will include the Law of Moses
in the Hebrew Bible, the rabbinic distinction
between “Oral Law” and “Written Law,” medieval
philosophical justifications for the Law, modern
interpretations of the Law as Moral Law, Hasidic
challenges to the centrality of the Law, and twentieth-century Jewish fiction that is haunted by a
felt absence of the Law. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Jewish Studies concentrators, Religion majors and
students who are considering these options. Rqmt/
Eval: class participation, three short papers, and
a final take-home exam. JLSTE, JLSTI, JWSTG,
RELJW.
FALL SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

J. Israel

Junior Seminar (ARTS319-I)
The objectives of this intensive seminar for
studio majors are, through weekly studio projects,
to strengthen both creative and technical skills as
well as analytical and critical abilities. Prereq: three
studio courses required for the major, including
at least two which are 200 level or higher, or
permission of instructor. Preferences: enrollment
is limited to studio art majors (or permission of
instructor). Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
the quality of work produced, participation in class
discussions and critiques, successful completion of
all assignments and attendance.
FALL STU: W 1:10-3:50

L. Johnson

Kant’s “Critique of Pure Reason” (PHIL315-II)
Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason is perhaps the
most significant text in the history of philosophy.
It puts an end to the Early Modern traditions of
Rationalism and Empiricism, and it stands at the
beginning of both the Analytic and Continental
traditions in contemporary philosophy. Love it or
hate it, you cannot ignore it. In this course, we will
study the most important and influential chapters
of the Critique with the help of some secondary
literature. Prereq: PHIL 202. Preferences: Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval: students will be required
to participate actively in discussion and write a
number of papers. PHILH.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Shaddock

Korean (CRKO201-I)
Elementary Korean. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Korean (CRKO202-I)
Elementary Korean. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Language, Interaction, and Power in Everyday
Life (ANTH262-II, WGSS262-II)
How does language use intersect with power? In
this course, we’ll explore the role of language and
interaction in shaping social life. We’ll study ethnographic methods that examine how interactive
practices intersect with categories like race, gender,
sexuality, and social status. We’ll discuss what we
can learn about the operations of power in everyday life by attending carefully to how language use
shapes social context and vice versa. Prereq: none;
open to first year students. Preferences: majors
in Anthropology/Sociology, Women’s Gender
& Sexuality Studies. Rqmt/Eval: regular reading
responses; midterm paper, final paper.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

J. Kowalski

Latin America From Conquest to Independence
(HIST242-II)
This course looks at the creation of Latin America, from European conquest of Aztecs, Incas,
and other indigenous peoples. We analyze the
violent negotiation of new systems of rule, with a
stress on the multiple and conflicting character of
European, indigenous, and African perspectives.
Looking at the Americas from both the outside-in
and inside-out, we will focus on the relations of
power that shape life in the region today. Prereqs:
none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, two short papers (4-5 pages), and a
take-home final exam. GBSTLA, HISTD, HISTP.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

R. Kittleson

Latin-American Civilizations (RLSP200-I)
An introduction to the multiple elements constituting Latin-American culture. Class assignments
include readings from selected Latin-American
essayists and screenings of classic films. Particular
focus on the conflict between local and foreign
cultural traditions. Areas to be considered: Spanish
Catholicism, the influence of European liberalism
and U.S. expansion, the Indian and African contribution, and the cultural impact of social revolution
in Mexico and Cuba. Conducted in Spanish. Prereq:
RLSP 105 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
two essays on assigned topics, one oral presentation, active discussion of the ideas and the facts
presented in class, a midterm, and a final.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

TBA
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Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures
(AMST337-II, COMP342-I, ENGL365-I,
LATS336-II)
Indigeneity has been central conceptually,
theoretically, culturally, and politically in Latina/o
and indigenous literatures. We will examine points
of commonality and contention in the ways U.S.based Latino and indigenous writers represent,
explore, and employ indigeneity. How have these
writers articulated indigeneity as a theoretical concept, cultural signifier, and epistemology? Prereq:
none. Preferences: junior and senior Latina/o Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: participation, online
posts, midterm, and a seminar paper that will require the submission of an annotated bibliography,
proposal, and abstract. AMSTA, AMSTO, LATSC.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
C. Chavoya, C. Whalen

A. Granado

Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present
(HIST286-II, LATS286-II, D)
From 1848 to the present, Latina/o communities
have taken shape in the United States through conquest and migration. Why and when have distinct
Latina/o groups come to have sizeable communities in different regions of the United States? U.S.
imperialism and foreign policies, as well military,
political and economic ties between the United
States and the various countries of origin define
the political and economic contexts in which
people leave their homes to come to the United
States. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on class participation and group presentations, short writing assignments, two short essays,
and a final essay. AMSTO, HISTF, LATSC.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

Latina/o Identities: Constructions,
Contestations, and Expressions (LATS105-II)
What, or who, is a Hispanic or Latina/o? At
present, individuals living in the United States
who are classified as such number approximately 40 million, constituting the country’s largest
“minority” group. In this course, we will study the
interdisciplinary field that has emerged in response
to this growing population, as we focus on the
complex nature of “identity.” Viewing identities
as historically and socially constructed, we begin
with a brief assessment of how racial, ethnic,
class, and gendered identities take shape in the
Hispanic Caribbean and Latin America. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Latina/o Studies concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation to be based on student
participation and several short papers (1-5 pages)
throughout the semester. AMSTO.

C. Whalen

Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out
Gender, Race, and Sexuality (AMST339-II,
LATS338-II, WGSS338-II, D, W)
In this class we will investigate a wide variety
of Latina/o popular musical and dance forms,
with particular emphasis on questions of gender,
sexuality, and ethno-racial identity. Employing
interdisciplinary materials and approaches, this
course focuses on the sonic and visual analysis
of contemporary Latina/o popular music and the
identities of its producers, performers, and audiences. We will focus on the following questions,
among others: How are the various facets of Latina/o identities expressed through popular music
and dance? In what ways do gender, sexuality,
and ethno-racial identity inform the performance
and interpretation of particular Latina/o musical
forms? What unique role does sound play in our
understanding of popular music and identity?
Prereq: prior courses in AMST, LATS, or WGSS;
not open to first-year students. Preferences: Latina/o Studies concentrators, Women’s, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies majors, and American Studies
majors by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, one semester-long original research project
conducted in stages, one ethnographic exercise.
P/F not available. AMSTA, AMSTO, AMSTC,
GBSTBO, LATSC, WGSSR, WGSST.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
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M. Cepeda

Law and Modern Society (SOC218-II)
Introduces students to the field of law and society, including Durkheimian, Marxist, Foucauldian,
and Weberian perspectives. Reviews such areas
as tort law, criminal trial procedures, abortion
and divorce law. The second half is comparative
in focus, where American legal procedures are
compared with practices in such places as England,
France, Scotland, Ireland, Australia, Germany, and
Canada. Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/
Eval: a short paper and midterm and final exams.
JLSTL.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Nolan

Leadership and Management (LEAD295-II)
What are the differences between effective
leaders and effective managers of complex
organizations, or are they one and the same? If
different, what are the key elements making each
successful, and are there any critical dynamics or
interdependencies among these elements? Finally,
are there important distinctions between the
factors required for success by leaders/managers in
different domains or cultures, and by leaders/managers of different genders or ethnicities? Prereq:
none. Preferences: Leadership Studies concentrators and sophomores, juniors and seniors. Rqmt/
Eval: active class participation, several brief (1 to 2
pages) response papers, a short midterm paper, & a
longer final paper, which will be written by a team
of two students during the tutorial portion of the
course. LEADM.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

Leadership and Historical Memory (HIST360-II,
LEAD320-II)
We tend to think of our leaders’ images as
fixed and timeless. In fact, they have changed
dramatically as America itself has changed. In this
course, we will study portrayals of four of the most
famous leaders in American history, Abraham
Lincoln, Eleanor Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and
Martin Luther King, Jr., each of whose image has
served as an important site for cultural and social
contestation. Our sources will include literature,
film, public memorials, journalism, biography, and
history. Prereqs: none. Preferences: Leadership
Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: several short
essays, weekly writing assignments, and a longer
research paper with presentation. HISTF, LEADS,
LEADM.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

M. Williams

C. Chandler

Leadership, Power and Legitimacy:
An Introduction to Leadership Studies
(LEAD125-II, PSCI125-II)
Leadership has long been a central concept in
the study of politics. Philosophers from Plato
to Machiavelli have struggled with the question
of what qualities and methods are necessary for
effective leadership. Social scientists throughout
the twentieth century have struggled to refine and
advance hypotheses about leadership in the areas
of economics, psychology, and sociology, among
others. Nevertheless, despite all of this impressive
intellectual effort, the study of leadership remains a
contested field of study precisely because universal
answers to the major questions in leadership
studies have proven to be elusive. Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-year students and sophomores.
Rqmt/Eval: class participation and several brief (1
page) response papers, a short mid-term paper,
and a longer final paper.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Chandler
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Legacies of The Gothic Novel: Feminism and
Horror in The Transatlantic World (ENGL377-I,
WGSS377-II)
This course will read key texts in the gothic
mode--Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, and Wuthering
Heights--and follow the ways they are revisited
and rewritten by contemporary American and
Caribbean writers. We will ask how these texts
subvert the realist leanings of narrative fiction and
its assumptions of enlightenment rationalism by
way of two main processes: narrative hypertrophy
and feminist revisions of horror. We will also read
contemporary criticism on the gothic in literature,
film, and art. Prereq: none. Preferences: English,
Comp Lit, and WGSS majors. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, short paper, revision, final research
paper. P/F not available. ENGLB.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

A. Raza Kolb

Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and
Emancipation (AFR167-II, AMST167-II,
HIST167-II, W)
This course will examine African Americans’
transition from slavery to freedom. In the years
that encompassed the Civil War and immediately
after, most African Americans changed from being
legal property, able to be bought, sold, mortgaged,
rented out, and leveraged into U.S. citizens, with
the Constitutional right to male suffrage. This
course examines this transition. How did it come
about? To what extent were African Americans
able to exercise their rights that the constitution
guaranteed? Prereq: first-year or sophomore
standing; juniors or seniors with permission of
instructor. Preferences: first-year students, and
then sophomores who have not previously taken
a 100-level seminar. Rqmt/Eval: research paper,
short writing assignments, class participation. P/F
not available. AMSTO, HISTF, JLSTE.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45
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G. Long

Life and Death in Modernity (SOC332-II)
In this course we will ask: How, why, and with
what manner of consequence has it come to be
that, under late-western modernity, the aged, the
sick, the dying, the bereaved, and indeed death
itself, are routinely “set aside”, hidden from view
and thus awareness, institutionally sequestered
from those of us among the living? Prereq: none.
Preferences: Sociology and Anthropology students.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly journal entries, film screenings,
take-home midterm, class presentations, and a
final 12- to 15-page paper to be decided in consultation with the instructor. PHLHB.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

G. Shoffstall

Linear Algebra (MATH250-III, Q)
Many social, political, economic, biological, and
physical phenomena can be described, at least
approximately, by linear relations. In the study of
systems of linear equations one may ask: When
does a solution exist? When is it unique? How does
one find it? How can one interpret it geometrically? This course develops the theoretical structure
underlying answers to these and other questions
and includes the study of matrices, vector spaces,
linear independence and bases, linear transformations, determinants and inner products. Prereq:
MATH 150/151 or MATH 200. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based primarily on homework
and exams. COGSR.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
J. Blackwood
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 11:00-11:50
L. Goldmakher

Listening to Music: An Introduction to the
Western Classical Tradition (MUS101-I)
When you listen to music, how much do you
really hear? This course refines students’ listening
skills through study of the major composers, styles,
and genres of the Western classical tradition. We
will explore music from the Baroque, Classical,
Romantic, and Modern eras, including works by
Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, Tchaikovsky,
Brahms, Stravinsky, and other composers. Genres
to be covered include the symphony, string quartet,
sonata, opera, song, and choral music. Prereq:
none. Preferences: first-years, sophomores and
any student who expresses a strong interest in the
course. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on a
short listening journal, two concert reviews, a quiz,
a midterm exam and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

M. Hirsch

Literary and Critical Theory in the Twentieth
Century (COMP380-I, ENGL370-I)
The 20th century witnessed an international
flowering of new ideas about how to interpret art
and literature: Russian Formalism, American New
Criticism, French Structuralism and Deconstruction, followed by Poststructuralism, Postcolonialism, and Posthumanism, and more. What are the
ideas associated with these different movements,
and how are they connected? A careful reading
of texts by Plato, Schiller, Shklovsky, Richards,
Barthes, Derrida, De Man, Beauvoir, Butler, Said,
and others. Prereq: at least one previous literature
or theory course. Preferences: Comparative Literature majors. Rqmt/Eval: attendance and active
participation, several short response assignments,
final project consisting of a scripted oral presentation and a 15-page final paper. P/F not available.
AMSTC.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Literature of the Sea (ENGL231-I, MAST231-I,
W)
Taking advantage of our maritime museum,
coastal setting, and three field seminars, we study
canonical and lesser-known American novelists,
travel writers, and poets who set their works in the
watery world, often in the exact places where we
travel as a class. We read, for example--depending
on fall or spring semester--Hemingway when sailing on the Straits of Florida, Steinbeck when exploring Cannery Row on Monterey Bay, and Twain
on a steamboat on the Mississippi. Prereqs: none.
Rqmt/Eval: regular papers, class participation,
journal-writing, and a final paper. Williams-Mystic
Program. AMSTA, ENVIH, ENVPSB.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

R. King
R. King

Literature, Justice, and Community
(COMP407-I, ENGL407-I, D)
Can we imagine possibilities of justice not
dictated by already determined norms? What
would a community founded on such a conception
of justice look like? Can we imagine a version
of community not founded on exclusion? What
would the members of such a community look
like--what version of subjectivity would that community imply? And might literature in particular
have something to say about the possibilities for
such versions of community, selfhood, and justice?
Prereq: a 300-level ENGL course or permission of
instructor. Preferences: English majors, students
who have taken Criticism/Theory course in any
discipline. Rqmt/Eval: one 5-page paper, and a
final 15-page paper. ENGLCR, JLSTE.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

C. Pye

C. Bolton
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Logic and Language (PHIL203-II, Q)
Logic is the study of reasoning and argument.
More particularly, it concerns itself with the difference between good and bad reasoning, between
strong and weak arguments. We all examine the
virtues and vices of good arguments in both informal and formal systems. The goals of this course
are to improve the critical thinking of the students,
to introduce them to sentential and predicate logic,
to familiarize them with enough formal logic to
enable them to read some of the great works of
philosophy, which use formal logic (such as Wittgenstein’s Tractatus), and to examine some of the
connections between logic and philosophy. Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: a midterm, a final, frequent
homework and problem sets. PHILM.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

S. Gerrard

Long Term Fiscal Challenges (ECON534-II)
This tutorial considers how policy makers should
address challenges with significant long-term
fiscal implications. What strategies have industrial,
emerging market and low income countries
developed to bring the long-term into the process
of current policy and budgetary planning? The
focus will both be on methodological tools (fiscal
sustainability, scenario analysis, etc) and on such
issues as aging populations, health care, climate
change, energy and infrastructure, education,
and water. Prereq: permission of instructor for
undergraduates. Preferences: CDE students and
undergraduates with permission of the instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: students will write five papers during
the term, and will prepare and deliver formal
comments on five papers written by other students.
P/F not available. POECPP.
SPR TUT: TBA

P. Heller

Long-Run Perspectives on Economic Growth
(ECON378-II, Q)
How deep are the roots of economic development? Do the vast differences in economic prosperity across countries today originate from causes
that can be traced back a few decades, a few centuries, or a few millennia? If differences in living
standards have deep origins, what scope exists for
policies to reduce global inequality today? This
course will tackle these questions within a unified
framework for describing the origins and the process of economic development over the very long
run. Prereq: ECON 251 and 252 or permission of
instructor, familiarity with econometrics (ECON
255) will be helpful but not essential. Preferences:
junior and senior Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval:
at least one exam, a research paper and a class
presentation. POECPP.
FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

Love and Revolution (ENGL249-I, W)
Why do works of art about revolution get caught
up in seemingly extraneous disturbances in the
field of sexuality and gender relations? In such
works a state of revolution almost irresistibly
touches off sexual subversiveness as well, inviting
the reader or viewer to interpret just what sexual
upheaval has to do with political revolution. We
will study revolutions from the French to the Algerian through literature and films by Beaumarchais,
the Marquis de Sade, Yeats, Babel, Kundera, and
others. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score
of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or a score
of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English exam.
Preferences: first- and second-year students and
English majors who have yet to take a Gateway
course. Rqmt/Eval: regular class participation
and four papers, totaling about 20 pages. P/F not
available. ENGLG, ENGLB, ENGLC.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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Q. Ashraf

S. Tifft

Love, Desire, and Longing in Classical Arabic
Poetry (ARAB237-I, COMP237-I)
”Ghazal”, or love poetry, has been a vehicle for
expressing many forms of desire, including erotic
passion, “platonic” yearning from a distance,
and mystical love for the Divine. We will explore
the development of “ghazal”, beginning with
pre-Islamic odes, continuing through its rise as an
independent genre, and then taking up adaptations
across the classical and pre-modern Arabic-speaking world. We will pay close attention to its
aesthetics, tone, emotional effect, and subgeneric
features. Prereq: none. Preferences: Comparative
Literature majors, Arabic Studies majors. Rqmt/
Eval: 2 papers (5-7 pp., 8-10 pp.), short response
papers, class participation.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

R. Friedman

Low Tech Printmaking (ARTS266-I)
This course will cover a variety of easy
techniques to make multiple images, including
xeroxing, linoleum plates, stenciling, collagraphs,
and monotyping. Students will be encouraged to
hand-color or add to the prints, incorporating
drawing, painting, photography, bookmaking
and collage. With less emphasis on complicated
techniques, the focus of the course will be more
upon form and content, investigating how the
reproduction and serial nature of printmaking has
an impact upon artmaking. Prereq: ARTS 100.
Preferences: Art majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based primarily on the quality of the finished
work, as well as attendance in class and participation in critiques. P/F not available.
SPR STU: T 9:55-12:35

B. Takenaga

Macroeconomic Instability and Financial
Markets (ECON472-II)
This advanced course in macroeconomics and
financial theory covers the following topics: asset
prices in general equilibrium; consequences of
limited asset markets for efficiency; theoretical
foundations of financial contracts and justifications for the existence of financial intermediaries;
roles of financial frictions in magnifying aggregate
fluctuations, creating persistence and instability;
role of leverage and financial innovation in fueling
financial crises. Prereq: ECON 251 and ECON
252. Preferences: Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on problem sets, exams,
and potentially student presentations.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

G. Phelan

Macroeconomics (ECON252-II, Q)
A study of aggregate economic activity: output,
employment, inflation, and interest rates. The class
will develop a theoretical framework for analyzing
economic growth and business cycles. The theory
will be used to evaluate policies designed to promote growth and stability, and to understand economic developments in the U.S. and abroad. Instructors may use elementary calculus in assigned
readings, exams and lectures. Prereq: ECON 110
and 120 and MATH 130 or its equivalent. Rqmt/
Eval: problem sets and/or written assignments,
midterm(s), and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45, MR 1:10-2:25
G. Phelan
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, MW 11:00-12:15,
MR 1:10-2:25 K. Kuttner, P. Montiel, P. Pedroni
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Made in China or Making “China”?:
Twentieth-Century Chinese Performative
Culture (CHIN227-I, COMP227-I)
This course examines operas, films, Rock
concerts, and global mass mediated performances.
Emphasis will be placed on how performances
placed “China” on the global stage; and shaped
racial, gender, and national identities among
play-makers and audiences. We ask how agents
of Chinese performance, as makers of imaginary
worlds, serve as both assets and threats to real-life
arbiters of power. Prereq: none. Preferences:
students who major or plan to major in Chinese
and/or Asian Studies. Rqmt/Eval: regular in-class
participation, two short papers (5-7 pages), and
one final project. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. He

”Making it New”: The Modernist Experiment
(ENGL106-I, W)
This course will explore the effort of artists in
the decade or so before and after World War I
to “make it new.” We will read work by Conrad,
Yeats, Frost, Pound, Joyce, Eliot, Mansfield, Woolf,
Stevens, Hemingway, Williams and others, to chart
the innovative narrative and formal strategies
Modernist writers adopted in their attempts to
represent consciousness, experience, memory and
the objective world more fully and accurately in
an era of massive social, political and technological change. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year
students who have not taken or placed out of a
100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: three papers
of 3 to 7+ pages and three 2 page papers; active
participation. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Pethica

Making Radio (ENGL213-I)
This course teaches the necessary skills (including interview technique, field recording, editing,
and scoring) to make broadcast-worthy audio
nonfiction. It also uses this process to investigate
fundamental aspects of narrative. Most of our
time--and this is a time-consuming course--will
be spent making and critiquing each other’s pieces.
Students will produce five or six pieces total, at
least two of which must develop out of interviews
with strangers. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
sophomores; English majors; students with radio
or studio art training. Rqmt/Eval: five short audio
pieces; attendance and active participation. P/F not
available.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Manet to Matisse (ARTH254-I, WGSS254-II)
A social history of French painting from 1860
to 1900, beginning with the origins of modernism
in the work of Courbet and Manet. Among the
topics to be discussed are the rebuilding of Paris
under Napoleon III; changing attitudes toward
city and country in Impressionist and Symbolist
art; the impact of technology, industrialization,
and imperialism; the gendering of public spaces,
and the prominent place of women in representations of modern life. The course addresses
vanguard movements such as Impressionism and
Post-Impressionism and the styles of individual
artists associated with them, as well as the work of
academic painters. Prereq: two semesters of ARTH
101-102-103 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: two page position paper related to assigned
readings,hour test and final exam or research
paper; a conference at the Clark Art Institute;
a field trip to The Metropolitan Museum and
MOMA may also be required. ARTH16+.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
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S. Rosenheim

M. Gotlieb

Mannweiber: Masculine Women in German
Culture (GERM300-I, W)
This survey course examines the recurrence
of “Mannweiber”, i.e. masculine women in
German culture with a particular focus on literary
texts, operas, paintings, and films, all crafted at
turning points in German history. Why does the
Mannweib emerge at times of major political and
historical upheavals? How does this atypical masculine woman contribute to the construction of a
German national identity? These are some of the
key questions this course seeks to address. Prereq:
GERM 200-level courses. Preferences: German
majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: oral presentations and three 3- to 5-page papers written in
German. P/F not available.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

C. Kone

Marine Ecology (BIOL231-III, MAST311-III)
Using the principles of evolutionary biology and
experimental ecology, this course examines the
processes that control the diversity, abundance and
distribution of marine organisms. Major marine
communities, including estuaries, the rocky shore,
sandy beaches, salt marshes, coral reefs, and the
deep sea are discussed in detail. Prereq: BIOL 101
or GEOS/MAST 104, or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: two tests, a research project, and a
presentation. Williams-Mystic Program. ENVIN,
ENVSBA, EXPEE.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

J. Carlton
J. Carlton

Marine Policy (ENVI351-II, MAST351-II,
PSCI319-II)
This seminar utilizes the interdisciplinary background of the other Williams-Mystic courses to
examine national and international contemporary
issues in our relationship with ocean and coastal
resources. This seminar takes a topical approach
to the study of marine law and policy, examining fisheries, harbor development, coastal zone
management, admiralty law, law of the sea, marine
pollution, and shipping. Rqmt/Eval: an independent research paper, a presentation, and a final
exam. Williams-Mystic Program. ENVIP, ENVPT,
ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA, EXPEE, POECIN.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

Marx and His Times (and Marx’s Relevance
Today) (HIST339-II)
Growing economic inequality--at home and in
the world--is fueling powerful new protest movements reminiscent of the times of revolution in
which Karl Marx lived and played such an important role. Not surprisingly, activists, journalists,
and academics have revived interest in studying
Marx--the man, the activist, the theoretician--to
discover his continuing relevance today. In this
class, we will read Marx’s writings, recent biographies, and works showing his continuing relevance
today. Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences: History majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation to be based on
class participation, and 2-3 medium sized papers.
P/F not available. HISTC.
FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40

S. Singham

Materials, Meanings, and Messages in the
Arts of Africa and the Diaspora (AFR105-II,
ARTH104-I, D)
This course introduces students to the wealth
of expressive forms that have characterized the
arts of Africa and its Diaspora from prehistory to
the present. Students will come to recognize how
multiple senses including sight, sound, smell, and
touch play a key role in understanding how these
objects work in their respective contexts, and also
how many of these objects move beyond what we
might typically consider “art” in the Western tradition, a key component in meeting EDI guidelines.
Prereq: none. Preferences: lottery. Rqmt/Eval: four
2-page response papers, class journal, midterm
exam, final exam or paper. ARTH16+.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

M. Apotsos

C. Hall
C. Hall
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Mathematical Ecology (BIOL214-III,
MATH410-III, Q)
In this tutorial, we will study mathematical
models that are developed to understand ecological dynamics and evaluate the dynamical consequences of policy decisions. We will learn how to
understand these models using analytic techniques
such as stability and bifurcation analysis as well
as through simulation using computer programs
such as MATLAB. Possible topics include fisheries
management, disease ecology, control of invasive
species, and predicting critical transitions in
ecological systems. Prereq: MATH 209 and MATH
250 or permission of instructor; not open to
students who have taken MATH 310. Preferences:
students with backgrounds in both math and
biology. Rqmt/Eval: written and programming assignments, oral presentations, and exams. P/F not
available. ENVIN, ENVSBA, ENVSM, PHLHE.
SPR TUT: TBA

J. Blackwood

Mathematical Methods for Scientists
(MATH210-III, PHYS210-III, Q)
This course covers a variety of mathematical
methods used in the sciences, focusing particularly
on the solution of ordinary and partial differential
equations, such as the wave and the diffusion
equation. Methods include series solutions, phase
portraits, linearizing around fixed points, and
simple numerical techniques. Prereq: MATH 150
or 151 and familiarity with Newtonian mechanics
at the level of PHYS 131. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on weekly problem sets and several
in-class exams, all of which have a substantial
quantitative component. MTSCE.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10
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D. Aalberts

Mathematical Modeling: Dynamics of Infectious
Disease (MATH307-III, Q)
Mathematical models are an essential tool in
the study of infectious diseases and have aided in
the development, implementation, and evaluation
of public health interventions. This course will
introduce key concepts and methods of mathematical modeling and discuss the role of these
models in elucidating the spread of infectious
pathogens in dynamic populations. Students will
learn to construct, analyze, and simulate models
and interpret results within the biological context.
Prereq: MATH 150, MATH 250. Preferences:
Public Health concentrators, Mathematics majors,
Biology majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on exams, homework assignments, computer labs, class participation and projects. P/F not
available. PHLHE.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

L. Childs

Measure and Ergodic Theory (MATH403-III, Q)
An introduction to measure theory and ergodic
theory. Measure theory is a generalization of the
notion of length and area, and has been used in
the study of stochastic (probabilistic) systems.
The course covers the construction of Lebesque
and Borel measures, measurable functions, and
Lebesque integration. Ergodic theory studies the
probabilistic behavior of dynamical systems as they
evolve through time, and we will study notions
such as ergodic and mixing transformation, and
the Ergodic Theorem Prereq: MATH 350 or
MATH 351 or permission of instructor. Preferences: Mathematics majors. Rqmt/Eval: homework
and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

C. Silva

Mechanics and Waves (PHYS141-III, Q)
This course covers the same topics as PHYS 131,
but with a higher level of mathematical sophistication. It is intended for students with solid
backgrounds in the sciences, either from high
school or college, who feel comfortable solving
“word problems” that require calculus. Prereq:
high school physics and MATH 130 or equivalent
placement. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly problem sets, labs, 2 one-hour tests, and a
final exam, all of which have a substantial quantitative component.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

P. Majumder

Media and Politics in the United States
(PSCI281-II)
This course examines the interdependent
relationships among news-gathering institutions,
political actors, and the public in the U.S. political
system. In particular, this course relates our understanding of the functions of media in American
life to contemporary developments such as the role
of economic factors in shaping news coverage; the
rise of narrowcasting and the effect of certain types
of media consumption on political knowledge.
The role of social media is also considered. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/
Eval: papers, participation, exam. P/F not available.
PSCIAP.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

J. Yesnowitz

Media Events (AMST328-II, SOC328-II, W)
Today, live broadcasts of historic events draw
together wide audiences, creating modern rituals
that invite participation and foster a sense of social
membership. Media events include “contests” such
as political campaigns, “charismatic missions” such
as the moon landing, and “rites of passage” such as
state funerals. This course examines media events
as a modern form of ritual. We will begin with
theoretical treatments of ritual before delving into
several case studies from the U.S. context. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology
majors. Rqmt/Eval: active participation, 3-4 short
memos, a 15-page paper that will go through draft
and revision stage, and a final class presentation.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

C. Simko

Medicine, Pathology, and Power: An
Ethnographic View (ANTH271-II)
How do medical anthropologists interpret health
and disease between and within societies across
the globe to illuminate the biosocial determinants
of health and health-seeking behaviors? We are
particularly interested in how medical anthropologists employ ethnographic techniques that
James Clifford once described as “deep hanging
out” to investigate experientially how structural
violence produces systemic health inequalities in
response to the workings of power and other social
factors. Prereq: none; but course in anthropology
or sociology preferred. Preferences: majors in
Anthropology and Sociology; Concentrators in
Public Health. Rqmt/Eval: class participation;
reading responses; final presentation/project. P/F
not available. PHLHB.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

K. Gutschow

Medieval Islamic Medicine (HSCI322-II,
REL283-II)
A survey of medieval Islamic medicine, its
principles, origins and development. Prereq: none.
Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: regular attendance
and participation, two short papers, and a 10- to
15-page research paper.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Alvarez Millan

Memory and Forgetting (SOC230-II, D)
Remembering generally confronts us as a deeply
personal act. Yet even “individual” memories take
shape through social frameworks, and we also
remember “collectively” through shared myths,
narratives, traditions, and the like. This course
explores the social dimensions of memory as well
as its inevitable counterpart--forgetting. Topics
include self-identity, memoirs, and oral history;
memorials, museums, and monuments; reputations and commemorations; silence and denial;
and transitional justice. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Anthropology and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval:
active class participation, several short papers, one
class presentation, and a final exam.
FALL SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

C. Simko
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Methods in Mathematical Fluid Dynamics
(MATH475-III, Q)
This course is designed to introduce students to
some of the techniques used in mathematical fluid
dynamics with an emphasis on hydrodynamics,
and lay down a foundation for future research
in this and other related areas. We will use the
method of characteristics, Symmetry and geometrical arguments, special solutions, energy methods,
particle trajectories, and techniques from ordinary
differential equations. Prereq: MATH 151, MATH
250, and MATH 350 or 351; some background in
pde/ode would be helpful but not required. Preferences: senior Mathematics majors. Rqmt/Eval:
problem sets and final project. P/F not available.
A. Sarria

FALL SEM: T 1:10-3:50 D. English, M. Reinhardt

Methods of Art History (ARTH301-I)
This course on the methods and historiography
of art history offers art-history majors an overview
of the discipline since the late 18th century. The
course surveys influential definitions of the discipline, the evolving tasks it has set itself, and the
methods it has developed for implementing and
executing them. Works of art will inevitably enter
into our discussions, but the main objects of study
will be texts about art as well as texts about methods for an historical study of art. Prereq: ARTH
101-102 or equivalent. Preferences: enrollment
restricted to Art-History majors and required of
them. Rqmt/Eval: six short papers, one final paper,
one short oral presentation, and class participation.
P/F not available.

Michelangelo: Biography, Mythology, and the
History of Art (ARTH433-I, ARTH533-I)
We will immerse ourselves in the life and work
of Michelangelo, giving critical attention to the
connection between the man and his work. We will
investigate the practice of interpreting Michelangelo’s work according to philosophical outlook, political convictions, religious beliefs, sexual desire, and
more. What do individual people really have to do
with the art they create? More importantly: how
do we come to understand those connections? Prereqs: none. Preferences: equally given to senior Art
majors and graduate students in the history of art.
Rqmt/Eval: an oral presentation, a research paper,
short response papers, and critical commentary on
work of peers. ARTH16-.

SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50
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Methods of Art History and Criticism
(ARTH504-I)
This seminar concentrates on modes of approaching the visual engaged by intellectuals of
varying orientations, across canonical accounts
and recent critical developments in art history, as
well as its neighboring disciplines. Prereq: none.
Preferences: limited to and required of first-year
students in the Graduate Program in the History of
Art. Rqmt/Eval: each student will write one short
midterm paper and a longer concluding essay, as
well as present a couple of the readings to the class.
P/F not available.

G. Hedreen
M. Haxthausen

SPR SEM: F 1:10-3:50

S. Solum

Microbiology: Diversity, Cellular Physiology,
and Interactions (BIOL315-III)
Bioterrorism and the alarming spread of
antibiotic resistant bacteria are but two of the
reasons for the resurgence of interest in the biology
of microorganisms. This course will examine
microbes from the perspectives of cell structure
and function, genomics, and evolution, gut and
soil microbiomes, and the immune system. A
central theme will be the adaptation of bacteria as
they evolve to fill specific ecological niches, with
an emphasis on microbe:host interactions that lead
to pathogenesis. Prereq: BIOL 202. Preferences:
senior and then junior Biology majors. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on three exams, a lab
report, and a poster presentation or term paper.
BIMOE, ENVSBA, PHLHD.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

L. Banta

Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An
Introduction to Cognitive Science (COGS222-II,
PHIL222-II, PSYC222-II)
This course will emphasize interdisciplinary
approaches to the study of intelligent systems, both
natural and artificial. Cognitive science synthesizes
research from cognitive psychology, computer
science, linguistics, neuroscience, and contemporary philosophy. Special attention will be given to
the philosophical foundations of cognitive science,
representation and computation in symbolic and
connectionist architectures, concept acquisition,
problem solving, perception, language, semantics,
reasoning, and artificial intelligence. Prereq: PSYC
101 or any introduction to PHIL course or CSCI
134 or permission of instructor; background in
more than one of these is recommended. Preferences: first-year and sophomore students. Rqmt/
Eval: midterm and final exams, and self-paced
weekly exercises. PHILM, PSYCA.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

Mind and Persons in Indian Thought
(ASST244-II, REL244-II)
In this course, we follow the conversation among
Indian philosophers concerning the self and the
nature of consciousness. We start with some of
the Hindu views about the self and the mind and
consider their ethical implications. We then consider a range of Buddhist critiques of these views,
focusing more particularly on the Madhyamaka
philosophy, which radicalizes the critique of the
self into a global anti-realist and skeptical stance.
We also examine the Yogacara school, which offers
a process view of reality focusing on the analysis
of experience. Prereq: prior exposure to Buddhism
or philosophy, or permission of instructor. Preferences: selection based on the basis of relevant
background. Rqmt/Eval: full attendance and
participation, three short essays (6 pages).
FALL LEC: M 7:00-9:40

G. Dreyfus

K. Kirby, J. Cruz

Mineralogy (GEOS202-III)
This course could be subtitled “An Introduction
to Earth Materials and Analytical Methods” and is
the basis for all other solid-earth courses in GEOS.
It provides a systematic framework for the study of
minerals: their physical and chemical properties
at all scales and the common analytical methods
used to identify and interpret them. Topics include
crystallography, element distribution and mineral
chemistry, and the major rock-forming minerals
in hand specimen and thin section. Prereq: one
100-level GEOS course or permission of instructor.
Preferences: sophomores and juniors planning to
take GEOS 301, 302 and/or 303 in the subsequent
year. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on one
hour test, lab work, and a final exam. MTSCE.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

B. Wobus
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Modern African History (AFR203-II,
HIST203-II, D)
This course surveys the history of 19th and 20th
century Africa. The first section of the course
focuses on the European conquest of Africa
and the dynamics of colonial rule--especially its
socio-economic and cultural consequences. The
second section looks at how the rising tide of
African nationalism, in the form of labor strikes
and guerrilla wars, ushered out colonialism. The
third section examines the postcolonial states,
focusing on the politics of development, recent
civil wars in countries like Rwanda and Liberia,
and the growing AIDS epidemics. Prereq: none; no
prior knowledge of African history required; open
to all. Preferences: students interested in History
or Africana Studies. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on two 7- to 10-page papers, one exam, and
an unspecified number of pop quizzes. GBSTAS,
HISTA.
SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

K. Mutongi

Modern Arabic Literature in Translation
(ARAB228-I, COMP228-I, D, W)
In this course we will study prominent texts and
authors of the modern Arab world. The range
of genres and themes of this literature is vast. In
particular, we will analyze the debates around
modernity and the importance given to social
engagement in these texts. Our readings may
include works by authors that have received some
notoriety outside of the Arab world such as Naguib
Mahfouz, winner of the Nobel Prize for literature
in 1988. We will also read the Iraqi poets Nazik
al-Malaika and Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, the Palestinians Ghassan Kanafani and Mahmoud Darwish,
and Tayyib Salih from the Sudan. Prereq: none.
Rqmt/Eval: active and consistent class participation, two short paper (3-5 pages) and a final paper
(5-7 pages). ARABE, GBSTME.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

A. Vargas

Modern China, 1600-Present (ASST213-II,
HIST213-II, D)
This course will examine China’s historical
engagement with the modern world, from 1600 to
the present. It will address the Qing (1644-1911)
dynastic order, encounters with Western and
Japanese imperialism, the rise of Chinese nationalism, Republican and Communist revolutions,
the “other Chinas” of Taiwan and Hong Kong, and
economic liberalization. Prereq: none; open to
all. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, two short papers, a midterm, and a
self-scheduled final exam. GBSTEA, HISTB.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

Modern Drama (COMP202-I, ENGL202-I,
THEA229-I)
An introduction to major plays and key movements in European and American theatre since the
late nineteenth century. Our focus will be on close
reading, with attention also to questions of performance and production. Works to be discussed
will likely include plays by Ibsen, Wilde, Chekhov,
Shaw, Pirandello, Brecht, Beckett, Miller, Pinter,
Churchill and Stoppard. Prereq: none. Preferences:
English and Theatre majors and students who have
taken an English or Theatre course. Rqmt/Eval:
two 5-page papers, regular journal entries or postings, and active participation in class discussions.
P/F not available. ENGLC.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

J. Pethica

Modern European Jewish History, 1789-1948
(HIST230-II, JWST230-II)
This course examines the major social, cultural,
religious, and political transformations that
shaped the lives of European Jews from the French
Revolution to the aftermath of World War II. We
will explore such topics as emancipation, Jewish
diversity, the reform of Judaism, competing political ideologies, Jewish-gentile relations, the rise of
modern anti-Semitism, the role of Jewish women,
Jewish responses to Nazism and the Holocaust,
and the situation of Jews in the immediate postwar
period. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on class participation, two papers, and a
final exam. HISTC, JWSTC.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45
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A. Reinhardt

A. Garbarini

Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present
(HIST243-II)
This course looks at the turbulent histories of
Latin American nations, from Independence to
the hope and crises of our age. We examine “modernization” and all its discontents. Key topics will
include caudillismo, the role of the Church, the
place of indigenous and Afrodescendent peoples in
their nations, and industrialization. Using specific
country cases we will debate the impact of unions
and women’s movements, the possibilities for
democracy, US influence, and revolution. Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, two shorts papers (3-5 pages), and a
take-home final exam. AMSTO, GBSTLA, HISTD,
LATSO.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

R. Kittleson

Modern Masterworks (DANC205-I)
In this course students will examine select
masterworks and philosophies of key artists in the
development of modern dance while simultaneously studying modern dance technique. Students
will develop a critical framework for understanding dance by examining works both loved and misunderstood in their respective times. This semester
will focus on Martha Graham and a reconstruction
of her dance “Celebration.” By what criteria does a
culture define a masterwork? What does the work
reflect about... Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: based
upon class participation, weekly written response,
and a final research presentation; weekly lab.
FALL STU: TR 9:55-11:10

E. Dankmeyer

Modern Pleasure (ENGL394-I, WGSS396-II, D)
This course investigates modernist imaginations
of pleasure, both sensual and aesthetic, with a
particular focus on the ways that modernism’s
formal strategies might facilitate queer representations of pleasure, intimacy, and desire. We will also
consider the crucial role that visual media, music,
and community spaces like Harlem’s cabarets
played in the creation and transatlantic circulation
of modernism. Works by Langston Hughes, Djuna
Barnes, Gertrude Stein, Nella Larsen, among
others. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score
of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or a score
of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English exam.
Preferences: English majors and/or students interested in gender/queer studies. Rqmt/Eval: engaged
and thoughtful discussion; one 5- to 7-page paper
and one 8- to 10-page paper. ENGLC, WGSST.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

M. Cowden

Modern U.S. History (HIST253-II)
This course surveys themes and issues that
inform the historical landscape of the United States
after the Civil War and Reconstruction. With
special attention to freedom and fragmentation,
it examines the dilemmas inherent to American
democracy, including: westward expansion and
Indian affairs; immigration and nationalism;
progressivism and domestic policy; the expanding
role of the United States in the world; race, gender,
and rights; and the shifting terrains of liberalism
and conservatism. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on some combination of quizzes, short papers, and a final exam or
final paper. HISTF.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

K. Merrill
C. Whalen
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Modern Women Writers and the City
(COMP243-I, WGSS252-II, W)
Ambivalence has always been a vital part of literary responses to city life. Whether they praise the
city or blame it, women writers react to the urban
environment in a significantly different way from
men. While male writers have often emphasized
alienation and strangeness, women writers have
celebrated the mobility and public life of the city as
liberating. We will look at issues of women’s work,
class politics, sexual freedom or restriction, rituals
of consumption, the conservation of memory by
architecture, and community-building in cities like
London, New York, Berlin, Paris. Prereq: COMP
111 or a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: two
short papers of 3-5 pages, one of 5-7 pages, and
one final paper of 8-10 pages. AMSTP, GBSTUR.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

H. Druxes

Modernism and the Problem of Modernity
(COMP349-I, ENGL350-I, W)
In this tutorial we will study classic late 19th and
early 20th-century texts that give forceful expression to deep anxieties about the costs of modernity
and the modernizing project, including: Freud’s
Civilization and its Discontents, Dostoevsky’s Notes
from Underground, Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,
Nietzsche’s The Genealogy of Morals” Horkheimer
and Adorno’s Dialectic of Enlightenment, James’
The Portrait of a Lady, Woolf ’s Mrs. Dalloway,
and Beckett’s Endgame. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Rqmt/Eval: typical tutorial format:
5-pg paper every other week, 2-pg response other
weeks. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TBA

B. Rhie

Modernism (ENGL122-I, W)
This course paints an international and interdisciplinary picture of Modernism, a period that
saw rapid urbanization, the entrenchment of
capitalism, and the barbarisms of war, as well as
important revolutions in technology, philosophy,
and art. We’ll read several of its most influential
writers, asking how each works to “make it new,”
in Ezra Pound’s phrase, and what these aesthetic
innovations disclose about the period as a whole.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students who
have not taken or placed out of a 100-level ENGL
course. Rqmt/Eval: frequent writing assignments
meant to teach students the basics of good writing.
P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Money and Intimacy (SOC221-II)
Can money buy love and care? The course will
consider this taboo question from a sociological
perspective. We will look into how relevant this
question has been over the course of history, what
forces have contributed to the shift in thinking
about it, and, most importantly, how sociological
research helps us understand its current ramifications. Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology
and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: classroom
participation and a final research paper.
SPR SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

M. Rulikova

Moral Life in the Modern World (SOC252-II)
This interdisciplinary seminar attempts to locate
and examine modern moral life (i.e., the ethical
dimension of modern culture) in its broader
historical and cultural context. The aim of the
course is less to analyze and debate the theoretical moralities of philosophers and theologians,
than it is to interpret and attempt to understand
the lived moralities that people actually practice
and carry out; that shape conduct and selfhood
in the modern world. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Sociology and Anthropology students. Rqmt/Eval:
weekly discussion précis, film screenings, two book
review essays, class presentations, and a take-home
midterm. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15
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J. Fisher

G. Shoffstall

Multivariable Calculus (MATH150-III, Q)
Applications of calculus in mathematics, science,
economics, psychology, the social sciences, involve
several variables. This course extends calculus
to several dimensions: vectors, partial derivatives, multiple integrals. There is also a unit on
sequences and infinite series. Prereq: MATH 140
or equivalent, such as satisfactory performance on
an Advanced Placement Examination. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based primarily on homework,
quizzes, and/or exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50,
MWF 11:00-11:50
A. Sarria
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 11:00-11:50
M. Stoiciu

Multivariable Calculus (MATH151-III, Q)
Applications of calculus in mathematics, science,
economics, psychology, the social sciences, involve
several variables. This course extends calculus to
several variables: vectors, partial derivatives,multiple integrals and the theorems of vector calculus.
The difference between this course and MATH 150
is that MATH 150 covers infinite series instead of
the vector calculus theorems. Students with an AP
score of BC 3 or higher or equivalent background
should take 151 rather than 150. Prereq: AP BC 3
or higher or integral calculus with infinite series.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily on
homework, quizzes, and/or exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50,
MWF 11:00-11:50
C. Adams

Multivariate Statistical Analysis (STAT355-III,
Q)
To better understand complex processes, we
study how variables are related to one another, and
how they work in combination. Therefore, we want
to make inferences about more than one variable
at at time? Elementary statistical methods might
not apply. In this course, we study the tools and the
intuition that are necessary to analyze and describe
such data sets. Prereq: STAT 201 and MATH 250.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on homework
and exams.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

Muscovy and the Russian Empire (HIST240-II)
Between the 14th-17th cc. the Muscovite
political elite created a vast empire in Eastern
Europe and Asia. Over the next 150 years their
imperial heirs transformed and expanded this
empire, to the point that many believed it to be the
most powerful state in Europe. But defeat in the
Crimean War exposed the empire’s weaknesses and
provoked a process of reform that contributed to
the collapse of the empire in 1917. This course will
explore the character, rise, and fall of the Russian
empire. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class participation, a map
quiz, several short essays based on class readings,
and a final self-scheduled exam. GBSTRE, HISTC,
HISTP.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

W. Wagner

Museums, Memorials, and Monuments:
The Representation and Politics of Memory
(COMP345-I)
In this class, we will explore what the boom in
museum building over the past 30 years means to
cultural practices of memory and global politics.
Why is there a “global rush to commemorate
atrocities”? Why do we live in a “voracious museal
culture” and how does this impact our ability to
imagine the future? Readings include articles by
key museum studies scholars as well as novels that
claim to build museums through literature. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Comparative Literature majors.
Rqmt/Eval: response papers, case studies and a
final essay.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

K. Pieprzak

B. Heggeseth

107

Museums: History and Practice (ARTH501-I,
LEAD 301-II)
This course will examine the history of museums
in Europe and America, focusing on historical
traditions and current expectations affecting
institutional operations today. Historical tradition
and current practice as they relate to museum
governance and administration, architecture and
installation, acquisitions and collections, and
cultural property issues as well as the many roles
of exhibitions in museum programming will be
addressed, along with museums’ social responsibility as scholarly and public institutions in an increasingly market-driven, nonprofit environment.
Prereqs: none. Preferences: Graduate Program
students then to senior Art History majors. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on oral presentations
as well as two research papers. P/F not available.
SPR SEM: T 2:10-4:50

M. Conforti

Music and the Cold War (MUS239-I, W)
The Cold War was fought on aesthetic grounds
as well as via nuclear arms. Examining classical
music, jazz, and popular music (such as works by
Adams, Armstrong, the Beatles, Boulez, Copland,
Cage, Coltrane, Shostakovich, and Zappa), we
will consider how music and musicians supported
and challenged ideologies on both sides of the
Iron Curtain, and the sometimes surprising ways
that political and economic structures influenced aesthetics. How and why did musical style
acquire political meaning, such that complex and
“avant-garde” music was understood as subversive
under capitalism, but elitist under communism?
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluated on class participation, two 6- to 8-page papers
and one 12-page paper (with revisions), and a final
presentation. MUSA.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25
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A. Timberlake

Music Cultures of the World (MUS111-I, D)
This course introduces a variety of musical
traditions from around the world, from karaoke
to reggae and Indian classical traditions. Students
develop a working knowledge of musical terms,
influential musicians, and concepts relevant to diverse performance genres. We will address music’s
capacity to express personal and group identity,
and its ability to both reflect and shape broader
social ideas and circumstances. Prereq: none. Preferences: current or prospective majors in Music,
Anthropology, Sociology, Arabic Studies and Asian
Studies, as well as current and prospective concentrators in Africana Studies and Latina/o Studies.
Rqmt/Eval: based on class attendance and participation, regular short writing assignments, and a
final paper. P/F not available. MUSA, MUSW.
FALL LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

C. Campbell

Music in History I: Antiquity-1750 (MUS231-I)
This course explores 1000 years of music-making
in Western European culture, beginning with the
philosophical and theoretical origins of that music
in ancient Greece and extending to the life and
music of J.S. Bach. Topics covered will include how
the sound of music changed over a millennium;
the different functions it served and how genres
developed to serve these functions; the lives of the
men and women who composed, performed, and
wrote about music; and how the changing notation
and theory of music related to its practice over
the centuries. Prereq: ability to read music; open
to qualified non-majors with the permission of
instructor. Preferences: Music majors and those
planning to major. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on class participation, written assignments,
midterm and final exams. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

J. Bloxam

Music in History II: 1750-1900 (MUS232-I)
This course explores the development of western
classical music from 1750-1900 through the
study of works by Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert,
Schumann, Chopin, Verdi, Wagner, Tchaikovsky,
Brahms, Mahler, and others. Composers’ styles will
be examined in conjunction with Classical and Romantic aesthetics. Topics for discussion include the
changing role of music and musicians in society,
music and narrative, music and philosophy, operatic traditions, and musical nationalism. Prereq:
ability to read music. Preferences: Music majors,
or those planning to major. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on class participation, two papers,
class presentations, a midterm, and a final exam.
SPR SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50

M. Hirsch

Music in History III: Musics of the Twentieth
Century (MUS233-I)
A survey of musics in both Western and
non-Western society from the close of the
nineteenth century to the present. Emphasis will
be on the contextual study of the music of major
composers of Western art music, on the musical
expressions of selected areas of world music such
as Africa, Asia, India, and the Americas, and on
the intermingling of musical influences of pop,
jazz, and art music of the electronic age. Prereq:
ability to read music. Preferences: Music majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation, two papers, a midterm, and a final
exam. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

A. Timberlake

Music Technology I (MUS210-I)
Designed for students with some music
background who wish to learn basic principles of
Musical Technology and practical use of current
software and hardware. Topics include acoustics, MIDI sequencing, digital recording and
editing, sampling, analog and digital synthesis,
digital signal processing, and instrument design.
Lectures will provide technical explanations on
those topics covered in class and an historical
overview of electronic music. Prereq: MUS 102
or 103, or permission of instructor; knowledge of
and proficiency with musical notation is required;
some background in acoustics/physics is desirable.
Preferences: Music majors and those planning
to major. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly assignments, a midterm exam, a final paper
and two composition projects. P/F not available.
MUSB.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

I. Perez Velazquez

Music Theory and Musicianship I (MUS103-I)
MUS 103 and 104 are designed for potential
majors and for students with strong instrumental
or vocal backgrounds. Students entering MUS
103 should have a solid understanding of musical
rudiments (intervals, scales, keys) and reading
proficiency in both bass and treble clefs. A short
diagnostic exam will be administered at the first
class meeting of MUS 103 to determine if a student
requires any additional work to complement and
fortify course work during the early weeks of the
semester, or whether placement in MUS 102 would
be more appropriate. Prereqs: none. Preferences:
first years, potential Music majors, and those with
strong musicianship background. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on weekly written work,
written and keyboard quizzes, and midyear and
final projects; weekly lab. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

Z. Wadsworth
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Music Theory and Musicianship I (MUS104a-I)
MUS 103 and 104 are designed for potential
majors and for students with strong instrumental
or vocal backgrounds. Students entering MUS
103 should have a solid understanding of musical
rudiments (intervals, scales, keys) and reading
proficiency in both bass and treble clefs. A short
diagnostic exam will be administered at the first
class meeting of MUS 103 to determine if a student
requires any additional work to complement and
fortify course work during the early weeks of the
semester, or whether placement in MUS 102 would
be more appropriate. Prereq: MUS 103. Preferences: first-years, potential or declared Music majors,
and those with strong musicianship backgrounds.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly
written work, written and keyboard quizzes, and
midyear and final projects; weekly lab. P/F not
available.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

TBA

Music Theory and Musicianship II (MUS201-I)
Music 201 continues to greater degrees the
study of music techniques from the common
practice period by means of analysis, composition,
written exercises, sightsinging, and dictation. We
will expand our understanding of chromaticism.
We will learn how chromaticism is used as a
voice-leading tool, and how it participates in music
even at deeper levels of the structure. We will
learn about innovations that occurred from the
early 19th century through the beginning of the
20th century and will trace the origins for these
new harmonic tendencies. We will also learn how
composers create larger formal structures. Prereq:
MUS 104. Preferences: Music majors and potential
Music majors. Rqmt/Eval: final grading will be
based on homework, theory quizzes, analysis
papers, compositional projects, a final exam, class
attendance, preparation, participation, and on the
results of the lab portion of the class (sight singing
and ear training). P/F not available.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
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I. Perez Velazquez

Music Theory and Musicianship II (MUS202-I)
Music 202 proceeds to the study of twentieth-century practices including harmony, scales
and modes, rhythmic techniques, new formal
ideas, serial procedures, and set theory. It also
covers more recent musical developments
including aleatorism, minimalism, electronic
music, post-modernism, eclecticism, and other
techniques. Prereq: MUS 201. Preferences: Music
majors and those with the strongest musicianship skills. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will based on
homework, theory quizzes, analysis papers, compositional projects, a final exam, class attendance,
preparation and participation; weekly lab. P/F not
available.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

I. Perez Velazquez

Musical Ethnography (MUS230-I, D)
This course features a hands-on approach to
musical ethnography. Students will learn about
the processes and social meanings of a musical
tradition by conducting ethnographic fieldwork
in a music-making community within and around
Williamstown. Coursework surveys approaches
to methodology (modes and degrees of researcher
involvement, practical skills related to documentation), issues of ethics, and social and musical
analysis. A great way to learn more about local
musical communities! Prereq: some musical
training/experience necessary, see instructor for
more information. Preferences: students with some
musical experience. Rqmt/Eval: class participation,
small assignments (four 1-2 page assignments),
interview transcript with commentary, reading
response, final project and presentation. P/F not
available. EXPEE.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

C. Campbell

Musics of Asia (ASST126-II, MUS112-I, D)
This course offers an introduction to the great diversity of Asian music. Our survey will span from
East Asia (China, Korea, and Japan) to Southeast
Asia (Thailand and Indonesia) to the Indian subcontinent, Central Asia (Tibet and Afghanistan), to
the Middle East (Iran and the Arabian peninsula),
and will end with the extension of Asian music
across North Africa and into Eastern Europe.
Within this broad survey, we will focus on selected
and representative musical cultures and genres.
Prereq: none; no musical experience necessary.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on four tests
and two papers. ASSTE, GBSTEA, MUSA, MUSW.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

W. Sheppard

Narrative Strategies (ARTS333-I, COMP333-I)
In this tutorial, we will examine the use of narrative in a range of fine art practices, which could
include painting, drawing, video, sculpture, installation, public art, and sound art. Students who are
interested in telling or referencing stories in their
work in some way will be given the opportunity
to develop their ideas and skills in a challenging
studio class. Prereq: students are required to have
taken at least two ARTS 200-level classes in any
medium, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
Art Studio majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on
assignments, studio performance, class participation, and attendance. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: M 1:10-3:50

L. Ali

National-Socialist Germany (HIST336-II, D)
This history of National-Socialist Germany
is based to a considerable extent on primary
documents. The course will focus on how ordinary
Germans experienced and participated in the
history through which they lived. We will take an
empathic approach to National-Socialist Germany
and to the Germans who lived through this period,
attempting to understand why they felt, thought,
and acted as they did. We will also consider the
epistemological and ethical problems involved in
empathizing with Nazis. Prereq: none; open to all.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on participation in class discussion, four brief oral presentations, and two six- to eight-page, interpretative
essays. HISTC.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

Nationalism and Nation Building in the Middle
East (ARAB305-II, HIST305-II, D)
This course examines nation building in the
modern Middle East and the challenges of
statecraft with special attention to the historical
experience of nationalism and national identity
in Iraq, Israel, Turkey, Palestine, Iran, and Egypt.
What has been at the basis of nationhood? What
is the role of religion? How did European concepts
of nation translate into the Middle Eastern context? This course fulfills the requirements of the
Exploring Diversity Initiative (EDI) Prereq: none.
Preferences: History majors and students with a
background in Middle Eastern studies. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on several short papers
and a “Magnus” Opus (a.k.a. final research paper).
ARABE, HISTE.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

M. Bernhardsson

Nationalism in East Asia (ASST245-II,
HIST318-II, PSCI354-II)
Nationalism is a major political issue in
contemporary East Asia. This course begins with
an examination of the general phenomena of
nationalism and national identity. It then considers
how nationalism is manifest in the contemporary
politics and foreign relations of China, Japan,
South Korea, North Korea and Taiwan. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Political Science and Asian
Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: two 5-page papers,
class participation, final exam. GBSTEA, HISTB,
POECPP, PSCICP.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

G. Crane

T. Kohut
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Nature and Society: An Introduction to
Environmental Studies (ENVI101-II)
Introduction to environmental studies as an
interdisciplinary field. We explore theories and
methods that inform how we understand, and
address, problems such as climate change, sustainable agriculture, toxic waste and species loss. We
examine the intellectual traditions, authors, and
historical developments that have most profoundly
shaped our understanding of this topic. Along the
way, we will read works by philosophers, economists, journalists, historians, sociologists, activists
and others. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: participation,
in-class exercises, several writing assignments
and a midterm and final exam. AMSTP, ENVIC,
ENVPC, ENVSC, GBSTUR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15, MR 1:10-2:25
P. Kohler, N. Howe

Nature/Writing (ENGL378-I, ENVI378-I)
What do we mean by “nature”? How do we
understand the relationships between “nature”
and “culture”? In this course we will examine how
various American writers have attempted to render
conceptions of “nature” in literary form. We will
compare treatments of various kinds of natural
environments and trace the philosophical and
stylistic traditions within the nature writing genre.
The authors to be considered include Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, William Faulkner, Annie Dillard, Barry Lopez, Ursula LeGuin,
and Wendell Berry. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Preferences: English majors and
Environmental Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
two 10-page papers, regular class attendance, and
participation in discussions. AMSTP, ENVIH.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50
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D. Smith

Neo-liberalism: What Is It and Why Does It
Matter? (PSCI224-II)
We live in the era of neo-liberalism. But
what does this mean? This course will focus on
neo-liberalism in comparative perspective, looking
mainly at the US and Europe. It will consider
how neo-liberalism is defined, the role of states
in making and maintaining neo-liberalism, the
centrality of markets to neo-liberal conceptions,
and the kinds of politics that produced and
are produced by neo-liberalism. Prereq: none.
Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval:
three papers--one 3-page, one 5-page, and one 10page paper. P/F not available. POECPP, PSCICP,
PSCIIR.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

M. MacDonald

Neural Development and Plasticity
(BIOL310-III, NSCI310-III)
Development can be seen as a tradeoff between
genetically-determined processes and environmental stimuli. The tension between these two inputs
is particularly apparent in the developing nervous
system, where many events must be predetermined, and where plasticity, or altered outcomes
in response to environmental conditions, is also
essential. Plasticity is reduced as development
and differentiation proceed, and the potential for
regeneration after injury or disease in adults is
limited; however some exceptions to this rule exist,
and recent data suggest that the nervous system
is not hard-wired as previously thought. Prereq:
BIOL 212/PSYC 212/NSCI 201 and BIOL 202 (or
permission of instructor). Preferences: Biology
majors; Neuroscience concentrators; Psych majors.
Rqmt/Eval: exams; weekly lab. P/F not available.
BIMOE, NSCIA.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

T. Lebestky

Neural Systems and Circuits (BIOL311-III,
NSCI311-III)
How do specific populations of neurons in the
brain analyze sensory information, form perceptions of the external and internal environment,
make cognitive decisions, and execute movements?
How does the brain produce feeling of reward/motivation and aversion/pain? How does the brain
regulate homeostatic functions such as sleep, food
intake, and thirst? We will explore these questions
learning fundamental neuroscience concepts and
discussing cutting edge neuroscience research.
Prereq: NSCI 201 or BIOL 205. Preferences: Biology majors and Neuroscience concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: class participation, laboratory notebooks and
posters, hour exams and a final exam. NSCIA.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

New American Fiction (ENGL154-I, W)
The goal of this course is to teach you how to
write a clear, well-argued, and interesting analytical
paper. We will spend most of our class time actively engaged in a variety of techniques to improve
your critical reasoning and analytical skills, both
written and oral. Prereq: none. Preferences: firstyear students with evidenced need for writing instruction. Rqmt/Eval: several short essays totaling
at least 20 pages, with drafts and revisions, in-class
presentations, written comments on published and
student work, active participation in discussions.
AMSTA.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

K. Shepard

M. Carter

Neuroscience (BIOL212-III, NSCI201-III,
PSYC212-III)
A study of the relationship between brain,
mind, and behavior. Topics include a survey of
the structure and function of the nervous system,
basic neurophysiology, development, learning and
memory, sensory and motor systems, consciousness and clinical disorders such as schizophrenia,
spinal cord injury, Parkinson’s disease, and addiction. The laboratory focuses on current topics in
neuroscience. Prereq: PSYC 101 or BIOL 101; open
to first-year students with permission of instructor.
Preferences: sophomores and Biology and Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on a lab practical, lab reports, two hour exams and
a final exam. COGSE, NSCIR, PSYCA.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10
H. Williams, L. Williamson

New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art,
Film and Theatre in the City (AMST331-II,
COMP330-I, THEA330-I)
This course looks at the city of New Orleans and
how it has influenced artists from both pre-flooding and current re-building. Students will read,
listen to, and view a selection of the literature,
music, film and art that represent the city. Reading
selections will include examples such as Harper’s
Weekly (Lafcadio Hearn), The Awakening (Kate
Chopin), A Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee
Williams), The Moviegoer (Walker Percy), Why
New Orleans Matters (Tom Piazza). Prereq: none.
Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: will be on active
participation, weekly response essays on film viewings, 2 short essays on class topics, a final paper
and a contemporary creative project/performance.
AMSTA, AMSTP.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

D. Brothers
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Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature in
Translation (COMP203-I, RUSS203-I)
This courses is an introduction to landmark
texts of 19th century Russian literature. We will
begin by reading Pushkin, Lermontov, and Gogol’s
realist variations on Romantic literary tropes. We
will then explore how these images are given new
dimensions by Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Turgenev, and
Goncharov during the “Golden Age” of Russian
realism. We will also read Chekhov’s works, which
accentuate uncertainty within the realist method
of portrayal. All course readings are in English.
Prereq: none. Preferences: students majoring or
considering a major in Russian or Comparative
literature. Rqmt/Eval: participation, short written
responses, an oral presentation, research paper.
GBSTRE.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

B. Aliev

Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American
Culture (AMST469-II, HIST469-II, D)
While “race” and “ethnicity” have always played
fundamental roles in shaping the course of American culture and the definition of who is or who
can be an “American,” our understanding of these
concepts of race and ethnicity has often been less
than clear. The purpose of this seminar is to examine how Americans have defined and articulated
the concepts of race and ethnicity at various points
in our history and how these ideas have been expressed in art, policy, practice, and theory. Prereq:
previous upper division HIST courses. Preferences:
senior History majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on weekly response papers, an exercise
with the Williams College Museum of Art, an annotated bibliography, and a final research paper of
20-25 pages; students will also be required to lead a
class discussion. AMSTO, ASAMR, HISTF.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

S. Wong

Objectivity in Ethics (PHIL123-II, W)
Is morality simply a matter of opinion? In this
course we’ll examine several influential attempts to
provide a rational foundation for morality, along
with Nietzsche’s wholesale rejection of these efforts. Readings will include work by Plato, Hobbes,
Kant, Mill, Nietzsche, and contemporary authors.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: participation in discussion;
short response papers; four 5-page papers.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

Oceanographic Processes (GEOS210-III,
MAST211-III)
This course examines ocean and coastal environmental science issues including carbon dioxide
and the ocean’s role in climate, El Niño and other
ocean-atmosphere oscillations that influence our
weather, coastal erosion and other hazards, coastal
pollution, and fisheries. Focus is on controlling
processes with regional comparisons. Oceanography is conducted from a tall ship and on trips to
coastal New England, Louisiana, and California or
the Pacific Northwest. Williams-Mystic Program.
Prereqs: none. Rqmt/Eval: two tests, a research
project, and a presentation. Williams-Mystic Program. ENVIN, ENVSBB, ENVSGC, EXPEE.
FALL LEC: TBA
SPR LEC: TBA

L. Gilbert
L. Gilbert

Oceanography (ENVI104-III, GEOS104-III,
MAST104-III)
The oceans cover about 72% of Earth’s surface,
yet we know the surface of Venus better than our
own ocean floors. Why is that? This integrated
introduction to the oceans covers formation
and history of the ocean basins; the composition and origin of seawater; currents, tides, and
waves; ocean-atmosphere interactions; oceans
and climate; deep-marine environments; coastal
processes; productivity in the oceans; and human
impacts. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year and
sophomore students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on two hour exams, lab work, participation
in the field trip, and a final exam. P/F not available.
ENVIN, ENVSBB, ENVSGA, EXPEE.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50
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M. Barry

M. Cook

Old Shanghai, New Shanghai (CHIN422-I, W)
This tutorial examines the multifaceted city of
Shanghai and its people from historical and cultural perspectives. We will look at the city’s history
(from the late nineteenth century to present day),
its local culture, and everyday life of the people
living in it. The central ideas we will explore are
“modernity” and “regional identity.” We will investigate how these theoretical constructs play out in
the making of the unique identity of Shanghai and
its people. Prereq: Chinese 402 or or permission
of instructor. Preferences: current or prospective
Chinese or Asian Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval:
attendance and participation, 5 short papers and 5
critiques, 1 final project. P/F not available.
SPR TUT: TF 2:35-3:50

L. Yu

On Expressing Numbers (MATH478-III, Q)
The real numbers are mysterious. Attempts even
to describe different real numbers can quickly lead
to deep, open questions in mathematics. We will be
using tools from linear algebra, functional analysis,
dynamical systems, ergodic theory and algebraic
number theory to explore the best way to express
a real number, discussing how these questions lead
us from ancient Greek mathematics to current
research. Prereq: MATH 350 or MATH 351, and
MATH 355. Preferences: Seniors. Rqmt/Eval:
exams and homework.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

T. Garrity

on:Location (ARTS232-I)
The content of the course will examine [locations] including: conventional landscapes; public
spaces we occupy and with which we are quite
familiar; private spaces that are often never seen.
Prereq: ARTS 100. Preferences: sophomores,
majors. Rqmt/Eval: we meet 12-3:50 each Wednesday; the 12-12:50 conference presents resources +
travel time; 1-3:50 working on location; additional
work (on location/studio) required each week. P/F
not available. AMSTP.
FALL STU: W 12:00-3:50

Opera Since Einstein (MUS244-I, THEA243-I,
W)
After 400 years, we might assume we know what
“opera” is. However, in recent decades the genre
has moved far beyond our preconceptions. This
course asks us to examine opera of the last forty
years with fresh eyes and ears, expanding our
understanding of the term to include the interdisciplinary, multimedia, cross-cultural work that has
been created by composers, directors (Peter Greenaway, Peter Sellars, Robert Wilson), filmmakers,
choreographers, and visual artists in that period.
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation based on 3 papers (6, 8, and 12 pages in
length) and on class participation; drafts of two of
these papers will be required.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25
W. Sheppard, J. Greenstein

Orchestral Conducting (MUS382-I)
This course will introduce and develop a broad
range of subjects associated with conducting,
including: leadership, rehearsal techniques, physical and aural skills, interpretation, performance
practices, and programming. Related areas to be
discussed include: balance, intonation, rhythm,
articulation, bowings, and complex meters. Weekly
conducting and score reading assignments will
form the core of the workload. Larger projects
may include conducting existing instrumental
ensembles, and along with score reading, will be
the basis of the midterm and final exams. Prereq:
membership in a Music Department ensemble
preferred, permission of instructor. Preferences:
Music department ensemble members/upperclass
students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
class participation, regular conducting assignments, midterm and final projects. MUSB.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

R. Feldman

E. Epping
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Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level
(CHEM251-III)
This course is a continuation of Chemistry 156
as a systematic study of the common classes of
organic compounds with emphasis on theories
of structure and reactivity. Specific topics include
radical chemistry, the theory and chemical
reactivity of conjugated and aromatic systems,
the concepts of kinetic and thermodynamic
control, an extensive treatment of the chemistry
of the carbonyl group, the concept of selectivity,
polyfunctional compounds, and the fundamentals of organic synthesis. Prereq: CHEM 156 or
permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is
based on midterm exams, problem sets, laboratory
performance, including written lab reports, and a
final exam. BIMOR, ENVSCB, MTSCE.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

T. Smith

Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level--Special
Laboratory Section (CHEM255-III)
The aim of this advanced laboratory section is
to enrich and enhance the laboratory experiences
of motivated students of recognized ability by
providing a laboratory program that more closely
resembles the unpredictable nature and immediacy
of true chemical research. Students synthesize,
isolate, and characterize a family of unknown
compounds in a series of experiments constituting
an integrated, semester-long investigation. Prereq:
permission of instructor. Preferences: sophomores.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on the requirements for the CHEM 251 lecture and performance
in this special laboratory section including written
laboratory reports and participation in discussions.
ENVSCB, MTSCE.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
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T. Smith

Organic Chemistry: Introductory Level
(CHEM156-III, Q)
This course, and its associated lab work, initiates
the systematic study of the common classes of
organic compounds with emphasis on structure
and reactivity. Specific topics include basic organic
structure and bonding, isomerism, stereochemistry, molecular energetics, the theory and interpretation of infrared and nuclear magnetic spectroscopy, substitution and elimination reactions,
and the addition reactions of alkenes and alkynes.
Prereq: CHEM 151 or 153 or 155 or placement
exam or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on quantitative problem
sets, laboratory performance, including written lab
reports, three midterm exams, and a final exam.
BIMOR, ENVSCB, MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

S. Goh

Organizing Resistance: Black Activism, Then
and Now (AFR350-II, D)
This Africana class will be an experiential learning class designed both to study and to do activism
as a way of learning how to be effective organizers
in the Black world today. We will study successful
organizing models of the past (SNCC, BPP, Welfare
Rights), and participate in contemporary activist
movements online, in local communities (including travel to Pittsfield/Albany), and over Spring
break. Prereq: none. Preferences: Africana Studies
concentrators; interested students need to email
me early in the Fall 2015 semester (by October 15)
explaining why they want to take this course; an
oral interview may follow. Rqmt/Eval: two short
5-page papers; final portfolio and/or final paper;
class participation. AMSTO, JLSTE.
SPR SEM: M 7:00-9:40

S. Singham

Our Solar System and Others (ASTR102-III)
What makes Earth different from all the other
planets? What has NASA’s Curiosity on Mars
found about Mars’s past running water and
suitability for life? What is Pluto? Will asteroids
or comets collide with the Earth again? What is a
solar eclipse like? Astronomy 102, a non-major,
general introduction to the part of contemporary
astronomy that comprises the study of the solar
system, will provide answers to these questions and
more. We will cover the historical development
of humanity’s understanding of the solar system,
examining contributions by Aristotle, Ptolemy,
Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Einstein, and others.
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on two hour tests, a final exam, an observing
portfolio, and laboratory reports.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

M. Demianski

Outsiders in French and Francophone Film:
Cinematic Adaptations of Literary Texts
(RLFR206-I, D)
In this course, students will examine the figure
of the outsider (queer, black, woman, intruder,
loner) in French and Francophone literary texts
and film adaptations, will look at how outsiders
are translated onto the screen, and ask whether
outsider status help maintain, challenge or reveal
hegemonic discourse. Prereq: RLFR 105, 106, or
107, and permission of instructor. Preferences:
French majors and certificate students, those who
have completed RLFR 105, 106, or 107, or those
who have placed into this level from the French
Placement Test. Rqmt/Eval: one 6-page paper, first
draft, journaling on film elements, presentation.
P/F not available.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

S. Saint-Just

Paradoxes (PHIL126-II, W)
There are three grains of sand on my desk. This
is unfortunate, but at least there isn’t a heap of
sand on my desk. That would be really worrisome.
On the other hand, there is a heap of sand in my
backyard. I don’t know how exactly how many
grains of sand are in this heap, but let’s say 100,000.
My daughter removes one grain of sand. I don’t
know why, she just does. It seems like there is still a
heap of sand in my backyard. In fact, it seems like
you can’t change a heap of sand into something
that isn’t a heap of sand by removing one grain of
sand. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-years and
sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: several short writing
assignments and a longer final paper.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

K. McPartland

Paradoxes of Human Rights and
Humanitarianism (ANTH312-II, GBST313-II,
WGSS314-II)
In recent decades, human rights activism has
become the central idiom through which people
world-wide make claims about social justice.
In this course, we focus on the paradoxes and
possibilities of a human rights framework. We will
examine how this focus on human rights reveals
and complicates new configurations of global
power. We will read historical and ethnographic
studies of human rights work on gender, violence,
and health. Prereq: none; open to first year students. Preferences: majors in Anthropology and
Sociology, Women’s Gender & Sexuality Studies.
Rqmt/Eval: regular reading responses; midterm
paper, final paper. JLSTE.
FALL SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

J. Kowalski
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Parties in American Politics (PSCI315-II, W)
Political parties have played a central role in
extending democracy and organizing power in the
United States, yet their worth is a continuing subject of debate. Ideally, parties link citizens to their
government and provide coherency and unity to
governance. But in different moments, American
parties have been criticized for inflaming divisions,
causing gridlock, and even limiting choice. This
course explores the nature and functioning of the
American party system over time. Prereq: PSCI
course at the 200 or 300 level or permission of
instructor. Preferences: Political Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly writing assignments, two
5-page papers, one 15- to 20-page paper, class
presentation, and class participation. POECUS,
PSCIAP, PSCIRE.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50
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SPR SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

J. Cruz

N. Mellow

Paul and His Influence in Early Christianity
(REL220-II)
An historical study of the life and the legend
of the Apostle Paul in their historical contexts of
ancient Judaism, Greek culture, and Roman imperial society. Special attention to the significance
of Paul’s life and the ways its story was retold and
appropriated or resisted in late antiquity. Topics
include Paul’s community formation and his
moral teachings, including areas of controversy.
Readings from important Western thinkers on
Paul, such as Augustine, Martin Luther, Friedrich
Nietzsche. Prereq: none. Preferences: majors,
concentrators, seniors. Rqmt/Eval: short (3-4 page)
essay, oral presentations, midterm, and research
project.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Perception and Reality (PHIL116-II, W)
An introduction to philosophy through two of
its central themes, the nature of the mind and the
limits of knowledge. Topics include skepticism,
the mind/body problem, reason, knowledge of the
external world, and subjectivity. Our discussions
will range over historical and contemporary works,
and will draw from both Western and Eastern
philosophical traditions. Throughout we will pay
special attention to whether and to what degree
science sheds light on these issues. Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/
Eval: active participation; five (4-6 page) essays.

J. Harrill

Personal Identity (PHIL115-II, W)
Through lectures, discussions, close readings and
assigned writings, we will consider some of the
variety of philosophical questions about the nature
of persons, and personal identity through time.
Persons are subjects of experiences, have thoughts
and feelings, motivation and agency; a person is
thought of as continuous over time, and as related
to, recognized and respected by other persons.
Thus, the concept of person plays a significant
role in most branches of philosophy: metaphysics,
epistemology, moral and political philosophy, and
of course in the philosophy of mind. Prereq: none;
open to first year students. Preferences: first-years
and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: class attendance, preparedness and participation; small group meetings;
weekly short writing assignments.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

B. Mladenovic

Perspectives on Psychological Issues
(PSYC401-II)
This course--the psychology department’s
senior seminar--considers several important
contemporary topics from diverse psychological
perspectives. These topics will be introduced via
popular books or films, and we will analyze them
more deeply with original research articles from
across multiple perspectives and subdisciplines
of psychology. The course will primarily be
discussion based, and the students will lead these
discussions. Prereqs: none. Preferences: open to
seniors Psychology majors only. Rqmt/Eval: participation in class discussions, choosing relevant
research articles, and three position papers; weekly
conference. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35
L. Heatherington,
J. Cone, S. Engel, N. Kornell, L. Smalarz

Philosophy of Film and Film Theory
(COMP295-I, PHIL295-II, W)
Philosophy of film is a relatively young, but
very rich and rapidly growing field. Its central
question--What is film?--has been approached
and framed in many different ways; naturally, the
answers to that question, and the theoretical assumptions that underlie the answers, differ as well.
This course will offer a selective overview of the
debates that characterized philosophy of film since
the early 20th century. Prereq: none; open to first
year students. Preferences: Philosophy majors and
intended majors; students especially interested in
film; and by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: this is a reading,
writing & viewing intensive class; evaluation will
be based on class participation, 5 short response
papers (about 800 words each), & two 5 pages long
papers. P/F not available. PHILV.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

Philosophy of Animals (ENVI216-II,
PHIL216-II, W)
This course will investigate the mental lives of
non-human animals. Throughout we will aim to
fuse a rigorous scientific perspective with more
humanistic themes and moral inquiry. Topics will
include animal minds and cognition, empathy and
evolution, the history of domestication, animal
rights, cross-cultural views on animals, arguments
against and for vegetarianism and veganism, and
pets and happiness. Prereq: none. Preferences: students with at least one previous philosophy course.
Rqmt/Eval: four 4- to 6-page papers and one 10- to
12-page final paper. PHILM.
SPR SEM: M 7:00-9:40

B. Mladenovic

Philosophy of Language (PHIL304-II, W)
This will be a course in the philosophy of language at it has developed over the past century and
a half in the analytic tradition. We will narrow our
focus even further and will concentrate primarily
on meaning, reference and truth. Prereq: previous
philosophy course and familiarity with logic suggested. Preferences: Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval:
short response papers, midterm paper (10pp), final
paper (15pp).
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

K. McPartland

J. Cruz
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Philosophy of Science (PHIL209-II)
It is a generally held belief, in our time and
culture, that science is the best source of our
knowledge of the world, and of ourselves. The aim
of this course is to examine the origins, grounds,
and nature of this belief. We will analyze and
discuss various accounts of scientific method,
structure and justification of scientific theories, scientific choice, change, and the idea that scientific
knowledge is progressive. The course will begin
with the “received view” of science, advanced by
logical empiricists, which assumes the objectivity
and the rationality of science. Prereq: one PHIL
course, or declared major in a natural science, or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Philosophy
majors and prospective majors. Rqmt/Eval: class
attendance, preparedness and participation; three
short assignments; three 5 pages long papers, the
last of which will be the final paper, due a week
after the end of classes. P/F not available. COGSR,
HSCIE, PHILM, SCSTE.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
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SPR TUT: TBA

F. Spindler

B. Mladenovic

Philosophy of Sport (PHIL223-II)
Sports: many of us (at Williams, in the US,
throughout most of the world) play them, yet more
of us watch them, and we invest not only our time
but enormous amounts of money in them (we
build sports arenas, not cathedrals). Why do sports
matter so much to us? Should they? The topics
we consider in responding thoughtfully to these
questions will include sports and health, sports
and education, ethical issues in sports (including
issues of class, gender, and race), and sports and
beauty. Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors, then juniors, then sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: short writing
assignments for most classes.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

Philosophy, Politics and Religion: Hobbes and
Spinoza Revisited Today (PHIL348-II, W)
What are the connections between the political
and the religious, and how to deal with them from
a philosophical point of view? The course proposes
a joint reading of Hobbes and Spinoza, in order to
understand the close connections between religion
and politics understood as [affectivity]: the necessity of politics and the inevitability of religion, and
their mutual implications. We will also investigate
how these philosophers are highly relevant for contemporary political theorists. Prereq: one previous
course in philosophy or critical theory, or permission of instructor. Preferences: Philosophy majors
and critical theory students. Rqmt/Eval: each week
one student will write a 5- to 6-page paper on the
assigned reading and the other student will write
a 2- to 3-page critical response paper. P/F not
available. PHILH.

A. White

Photography in/of the Middle East (ARAB222-I,
ARTH222-I, D)
Since its inception, photography has been globally disseminated but locally inflected, serving disparate documentary needs and expressive purposes
in different cultural contexts. In the Middle East,
the powers and pleasures of the medium have been
valued by colonial forces, indigenous populations,
photojournalists and artists; the resulting images
merit aesthetic appreciation even as they grant
visual access to the past and present in complicated
places. The course will explore photographic practices in different zones of the Middle East. Prereq:
none. Preferences: permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: class participation, short papers, term project.
ARTHMA, ARTH16+.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

H. Edwards

Physiology (BIOL205-III)
This lecture-based course examines the principles and mechanisms of biological function from
the level of cells and tissues to the whole organism.
Specifically, we will discuss principles of homeostasis, cellular communication via endocrine and
neural systems, muscles and locomotion, circulation and gas exchange, water and ion balance,
digestion, thermoregulation, and metabolism.
Laboratories will provide hands-on experience of
measuring physiological phenomena in humans
and model organisms. Prereq: BIOL 101 and 102;
open to first-year students with permission of the
Biology department. Preferences: seniors, then
juniors, then sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on hour exams, laboratory practical,
laboratory reports, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

M. Carter

Planets and Moons (ASTR217-III, GEOS217-III,
W)
Each planet and each moon is different, and
all are very strange compared to Earth. In this
tutorial we will learn about them by reading
research papers. We will dig into the information used to interpret the far away places where
fieldwork is not possible, and gain an appreciation
for the weird worlds of the solar system as well
as an understanding of how scientific hypotheses
are framed and tested in frontier areas. Prereq:
any GEOS course, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: six 1500word papers, discussion & critical analysis;strong
focus on polished writing & argument, & papers
will be thoroughly edited by the professor for style,
grammar & syntax. P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

R. Cox

Poetry and Politics (ENGL111-I, W)
“Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of
the world” wrote Shelley in 1821, countering the
widely held view of poetry’s airy irrelevance to the
material progress of humanity. This course will
focus on the vexed relationship between poetry
and political struggle, reading predominantly
poetry and poetics of the last two centuries in an
effort to answer the questions: what can poetry
do for politics? what does politics do for (or to)
poetry? Prereq: none; no prior experience with
poetry (or politics!) is expected. Preferences: firstyear students who have not taken or placed out of
a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation and 20 pages of writing in the form
of frequent short papers.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

A. Case

Poetry of Milton (ENGL315-I)
The course will consist primarily of a close
reading of Paradise Lost, though we will look
at few of Milton’s earlier works. Readings will
include Comus, Lycidas, and Paradise Lost, some
sonnets, and some passages from Areopagitica.
We will give particular attention to the poem’s
densely organized language, and the ethical and
philosophical dilemma’s that confront Satan and
the fallen. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a
score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: seniors, English majors. Rqmt/
Eval: one 6- to 8-page paper, one 10- to 12-page
paper, several short writing assignments. P/F not
available. ENGLA.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

A. De Gooyer
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Policy Making Process (PSCI316-II, W)
Politics as usual. It’s a phenomenon we love to
hate. But what does it mean? When government
policy is decided by politics, does that mean the
policy is necessarily bad? Can we get rid of politics
in policy making, or improve on it somehow? This
class examines the policy making process: Why do
we end up with some policies but not others? Do
certain kinds of processes yield better policies than
others? How should we decide what constitutes a
good policy? Prereq: one course in PSCI or permission of instructor. Preferences: Political Science
and Political Economy majors, and students with
an interest in public policy. Rqmt/Eval: several
short papers, research paper, class participation.
POECUS, PSCIAP, PSCIRE.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

C. Johnson

Political Economy and Economic Development
(ECON361-II, ECON524-II)
This course is intended as an introduction to the
newly emerging field of political economy of institutions and development. Key questions of interest
include how voters behave; the nature, evolution
and economic implications of corruption, and how
it can be controlled; and the economics of conflict.
The goal of the course is both to provide students
of a sense of the frontier research topics in political
economy in developing countries. Prereq: ECON
110 and 255 or permission of instructor. Preferences: junior and senior majors. Rqmt/Eval: problem
sets, quizzes, presentation, final exam. POECPP.
SPR LEC: M 7:00-9:40
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J. Leight

Political Economy of Public Policy Issues
(POEC402-II)
Students form groups to conduct a political and
economic analysis of a public policy issue of their
choosing. They do extensive reading, conduct interviews in Washington, D.C., write a major report
on their findings and recommendations, and
present and defend their findings in a public talk.
Students are required to visit Washington, D.C.
Sunday night through Wednesday of the first week
of spring vacation to conduct interviews relating to
their group projects. Prereq: POEC 253 or ECON
255, POEC 250, POEC 401; open only to Political
Economy majors. Rqmt/Eval: group policy projects
including an 80- to 100-page paper and 2-hour
presentation. P/F not available. EXPEE.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

W. Gentry, C. Johnson

Political Leadership (LEAD250-II, PSCI205-II)
LEAD 250 will examine the leadership of
American political leaders with an emphasis on
the importance of communication strategy for
public sector leaders. We will study these issues by
examining local, state and federal political leaders
and by answering key questions specific to the
political realm. We will read and watch significant
speeches of American political leaders, be visited
by guests with deep knowledge and insight into
the world of politics and engage in robust class
discussion. Prereq: none. Preferences: Leadership
Studies concentrators and Political Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: three short papers and a final research
paper. LEADS, LEADM.
SPR SEM: M 7:00-9:40

J. Swift

Political Psychology (PSCI310-II, PSYC345-II)
What sort of politics can humans enact? For
millennium political philosophers begin their
political programs by asserting different foundational claims about “human nature” that in turn
led them to their vision of politics. Many of the
disputes turn on how rational people are and on
their capacity to pursue justice for all people. We
explore what political psychology tells us about
people as political citizens and as leaders. We find
intriguing new answers from neuroscience. Prereq:
a PSCI elective at the 200 or 300 level OR PSYC
101, 212, 221, 232, 242, 251, or 300-level course.
Rqmt/Eval: a midterm, a term paper, and a final
exam. PSCIAP.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

G. Marcus

Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical
Context (AFR166-II, AMST166-II, HIST166-II,
D, W)
“I am an invisible man.” So begins Ralph Ellison’s
treatise on black life in the United States in the
mid-20th century. Ellison’s book Invisible Man
appeared in 1952 and secured a prominent place
in the canons of American and African American
arts and letters. The course uses black sociology,
anthropology, law, literature, political science,
education, folk-life, and music to explore the
novel’s themes. Prereq: first-year or sophomore
standing; juniors or seniors with permission of
instructor. Preferences: first-year students, and
then sophomores who have not previously taken a
100-level seminar. Rqmt/Eval: class participation
and 4 papers. P/F not available. AMSTA, AMSTO,
HISTF.
SPR SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

Political Romanticism (ENGL322-I)
Like our present-day culture, Romanticism
emerged at a time of democratic revolution.
Though enthusiastic about the principles that
inspired the overthrow of governments, Romantics
also saw art and literature as alternative means of
bringing about social and political change. This
seminar shows why, and explores how Romantic
ideas are relevant day. Authors may include Burke,
Kant, Wordsworth, C. Smith, P.B. Shelley, Hegel,
Marx, and Carl Schmitt. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation based on papers, a presentation
and participation. ENGLB.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

W. Johnston

L. Brown

Politics of Africa (AFR256-II, PSCI243-II)
This course provides an introduction to the politics of contemporary Africa, emphasizing the diversity of African politics. It seeks to challenge the
widespread image of African politics as universally
and inexplicably lawless, violent, and anarchic.
We begin by examining the colonization of Africa,
nationalist movements, and patterns of rule in
the first 30 years of independence. From there, we
analyze the causes, achievements and limitations of
the recent wave of political liberalization. Prereq:
none. Preferences: sophomores, Political Science
majors and Africana Studies concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: class discussion, four short papers and final
exam. GBSTAS, POECPP, PSCICP.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

N. Munemo
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Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in
Contemporary Africa (AFR223-II, MUS222-I,
D, W)
Using examples from throughout Africa, this
course highlights genres, artists, and works that
engage with social and ideological change. Students practice critical listening and performance
analysis, while also considering the social and
political contexts of performance. Topics include:
cultural tourism, music as social critique, changing
attitudes toward women LGBTQ communities,
music and global aid, migration and displacement,
and the changing roles of traditional musical occupations. Prereq: none. Preferences: sophomores,
juniors, or seniors who are current or prospective
Music majors, as well as current and prospective
Africana Studies and Latina/o Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: based on in-class preparation and
participation, bi-weekly short writing assignments,
a midterm paper and a final project. P/F not available. GBSTAS, MUSA, MUSW.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

C. Campbell

Pollution and the Labor Market (ECON465-II)
How does pollution affect labor market outcomes, such as wages and how much people work?
The answer matters for individual decisions (where
to live) and government policies (air pollution
regulations). This seminar begins from theories
of optimizing worker behavior in the presence of
pollution. Students will then evaluate empirical
research on the impacts of pollution on human
capital, labor supply, and productivity. We may also
study the impact of pollution regulations on wages
and employment. Prereq: ECON 251 and ECON
255. Preferences: Economics majors, seniority.
Rqmt/Eval: class discussion, 5-page critique of an
existing research paper, 15- to 20-page empirical
paper (written in stages) and accompanying short
presentation. P/F not available. ENVIP, ENVPT,
ENVPA, ENVPTA, POECPP.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50
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M. Gibson

Postmodernism (COMP231-I, ENGL266-I, W)
In one definition, postmodernism in art and
literature is what you get when you combine
modernism’s radical experimentation with pop
culture’s easy appeal. We will read some of the
most important theoretical essays defining the
postmodern by Jean Baudrillard, Fredric Jameson,
and Jean-François Lyotard, and pair them with
fiction by authors like Don DeLillo, Italo Calvino,
and Murakami Haruki; visual art associated with
Pop Art and Superflat; the architecture of area museums; and more. Prereq: a previous literature or
critical theory course at Williams plus sophomore
standing or higher, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Comparative Literature majors,
students with a demonstrated interest. Rqmt/
Eval: 5 papers (4-5 pages each) and 5 responses (1
page each) in alternate weeks. P/F not available.
ENGLCR.
FALL TUT: TBA

C. Bolton

Postwar Britain: Gender, Race, Sexuality,
and Social Change, 1945-1990 (HIST333-II,
WGSS332-II)
A major theme in British history is the enormous social change that took place between 1945
and 1990. The 1950s witnessed the erosion of the
old working class; the “Permissive Society” of the
1960s saw the flourishing of a new culture of sex,
drugs, and rock ‘n roll; the 1980s saw attempts to
turn the clock back; throughout this period immigration appeared to threaten the homogeneity of
white Britain. Via films and discussion, the course
will explore these changes in modern British society. Prereq: none. Preferences: junior and senior
History and Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class discussion, two 8-10
page interpretive essays, and a self-scheduled final
examination. HISTC.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

C. Waters

Poverty in America (PSCI209-II, WGSS209-II)
Although some protest that the U.S. is heading
toward European-style socialism, social welfare
programs in the U.S. differ in important ways from
those in other wealthy and democratic nations.
What economic, historical, and sociological theories have been advanced to explain poverty? Why
has the U.S. adopted some approaches to reduce
poverty but not others? What enduring political
conflicts have shaped the U.S. welfare state? Prereq:
none. Preferences: Political Science, Political Economy, and Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
majors and concentrators in Public Health. Rqmt/
Eval: class participation, two or three short papers,
and a final paper. PHLHM, PHLHO, POECUS,
PSCIAP.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

C. Johnson

Precocity (ENGL121-I, W)
Precocity--knowing too much too early without
understanding its implications--dramatizes the
stakes of interpreting a literary text, producing
charged dramatic situations, comic or ruinous;
precipitating crises of character and narrative; and
transforming the terms within which an historical
moment is conceived. Readings will include works
by Austen, the Brontes, James, Nabokov, Stoppard,
and Kincaid, and a range of poems from the
seventeenth century to the present. Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-year students who have not taken
or placed out of a 100-level English course. Rqmt/
Eval: students will write five short papers totaling
20 pages. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Power, Politics, and Democracy in America
(PSCI201-II)
This course introduces students to the dynamics
and tensions that have animated the American
political order and that have nurtured conflicting assessments of the U.S. Topics include the
founding of the American system, the primary
institutions of national government then and
now (Congress, the Presidency, and the Supreme
Court), the democratic process, and the politics of
policy-making in the United States. Prereq: this is
an introductory course, open to first-year students
and sophomores; juniors and seniors may enroll
only with the permission of instructor and under
special circumstances. Preferences: first-years
and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: depending on the
section, some combination of response papers,
short-to-medium papers, exams, and class participation. ENVPTA, POECR, PSCIAP.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10, TR 11:20-12:35
N. Mellow, J. Yesnowitz
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15, TR 8:30-9:45
J. Crowe, G. Marcus

A. Sokolsky

Price and Allocation Theory (ECON251-II, Q)
A study of the determination of relative prices
and their importance in shaping the allocation of
resources and the distribution of income. Subjects
include: behavior of households in a variety
of settings, such as buying goods and services,
saving, and labor supply; behavior of firms in
various kinds of markets; results of competitive
and noncompetitive markets in goods, labor, land,
and capital; market failure; government policies as
responses to market failure; and welfare criteria.
Prereq: ECON 110 and MATH 130 or its equivalent. Rqmt/Eval: weekly problem sets, one or more
quizzes, one or two midterms, one or two short
essays, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45, MW 11:00-12:15,
MR 1:10-2:25
S. Jacobson, S. Sheppard
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, MWF 11:00-12:15
S. Jacobson, A. Rai
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Principles of Macroeconomics (ECON120-II, Q)
This course introduces the basic theories for the
study of the aggregate national economy and applies them to issues of current interest. Topics include: the causes of inflation, unemployment, and
recessions; the role of fiscal and monetary policy in
stabilizing the economy; the determinants of economic growth; the effects of taxes, budget deficits,
and other policies on the national economy; the
role of financial frictions in amplifying recessions;
and the workings of foreign exchange markets.
Prereq: ECON 110. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, short
essays, midterm, final exam (Samson’s section will
have 2 one-hour exams and a final). POECR.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, TR 9:55-11:10

W. Olney
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35, TF 1:10-2:25,
TF 2:35-3:50, MWF 8:30-9:45,
MW 11:00-12:15
Q. Ashraf, S. LaLumia, D. Love

Principles of Modern Chemistry (CHEM155-III,
Q)
For students with strong preparation (AP5,
IB7 or equivalent) and lab experience. Covers
chemical thermodynamics, kinetics, structure
and bonding, coordination chemistry, electrochemistry & spectroscopy and their application
to fields such as materials science, environmental,
biological, and medicinal chemistry. Laboratory
work in synthesis, characterization, & reactivity of
coordination complexes, electrochemical analysis,
materials chemistry, quantitative analysis, and
molecular modeling. Prereq: students are required
to take the online Chemistry Placement Test prior
to registering for the course and to meet with a faculty member during First Days. Preferences: none.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on quantitative
weekly problem set assignments, laboratory work
and reports, hour tests, and a final exam. BIMOR,
ENVSCA, ENVSCB, MTSCE.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:00-8:50

Principles of Microeconomics (ECON110-II, Q)
Econ 110 examines: how supply and demand determine prices and resource allocation in markets
for goods, labor, and resources; when markets do
and don’t work well; and the policy implications
of both their successes and failures. The course
develops basic tools of microeconomic analysis
and applies them to topics of policy interest such
as minimum wages, pollution control, competition
policy, international trade policy, discrimination,
tax policy, and the role of government in a market
economy. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: problem
sets, quizzes, short essays, two midterms (one for
Leight’s sections), final exam. P/F not available.
ENVPC, POECR.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, TR 9:55-11:10,
MR 2:35-3:50, TR 11:20-12:35,
MW 11:00-12:15, MR 1:10-2:25
J. Leight, S. Godlonton, S. Nafziger
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50, TR 8:30-9:45,
TR 9:55-11:10
R. Bradburd, TBA
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J. Thoman

Principles of Programming Languages
(CSCI334-III, Q)
This course examines the concepts and structures governing the design and implementation of
programming languages. It presents an introduction to the concepts behind compilers and runtime representations of programming languages;
features of programming languages supporting
abstraction and polymorphism; and the procedural, functional, object-oriented, and concurrent programming paradigms. Programs will be required
in languages illustrating each of these paradigms.
Prereq: CSCI 136. Preferences: current or expected
Computer Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on weekly problem sets and programming assignments, a midterm examination
and a final examination.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

S. Freund

Probability (MATH341-III, STAT341-III, Q)
While probability began with a study of games, it
has grown to become a discipline with numerous applications throughout mathematics and
the sciences. Drawing on gaming examples for
motivation, this course will present axiomatic and
mathematical aspects of probability: discussions of
random variables, expectation, independence, laws
of large numbers, and the Central Limit Theorem.
Many interesting and important applications will
also be presented. Prereq: MATH 250 or MATH
200 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based primarily on homework,
classwork, and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

S. Miller

Process and Aesthetic of the Actor (THEA206-I)
This course will focus on developing two specific
areas integral to the actor’s craft: process and aesthetic. Different approaches towards the development of an actor’s process will be examined: such
as self-care, warming-up, character development,
rehearsal etiquette and performance ritual. Scene
study in a range of styles and genres, from classical
to contemporary, Becket to Deavere Smith, “outside in” to “inside out” will be utilized to develop
and identify each actors unique aesthetic. Prereq:
THEA 101, THEA 103 or, for students with significant prior theatrical experience, permission of instructor. Preferences: students intending to major
in Theatre. Rqmt/Eval: in addition to committed,
focused and positive class participation and scene
study work, students will be expected to complete
some modest reading and writing assignments.
SPR STU: MW 11:00-12:50

Problems and Progress in American Democracy
(LEAD309-II, PSCI309-II)
Using an ethnographic approach and featuring
experiential work, this course examines four
central elements of political life-religion, education, difference, and crime and punishment-that
simultaneously pose problems for and represent
sites of progress in American democracy. Asking
questions about how these dynamics operate and
change, our focus is on teasing out both the lived
experience of American democracy and examining
any disconnect between that experience and the
ideals that undergird it. Prereq: a previous course
in American politics or Political Theory or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: two experiential
projects with accompanying write-ups of at least 5
and 7 pages, six 2- to 3-page ethnographic reflections, and class participation. P/F not available.
EXPEE, JLSTE, LEADS, LEADM, PSCIAP.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Crowe

K. Van Ginhoven

Program Evaluation for International
Development (ECON523-II, Q)
Econ 523 is an introduction to evaluation
methodology and the tools available to development practitioners, drawing on examples from
developing countries. It will cover a range of
evaluation techniques and discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of each. It is a mix of applied
econometrics and practical applications covering
implementation, analysis, and interpretation. You
will learn to be a critical reader of evaluations, and
to develop your own plan to evaluate an existing
program. Prereq: one public economics course
or microeconomics course (ECON 504 or ECON
110), and one empirical methods course (POEC
253 or ECON 255, 502, or 503). Preferences: CDE
Students, but undergraduates with the prerequisites are welcome. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets,
midterm exam and one 7- to 10-page essay. P/F
not available.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

S. Godlonton
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Psychological Disorders (PSYC252-II)
A study of the phenomenology, etiology, and
treatment of the major forms of psychological
disorders. Prereq: PSYC 101; open to first-year
students. Preferences: Psychology majors, then
sophomores, then by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: two
hour exams and a final exam. PSYCB.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

K. Haut
K. Haut

Psychosis and the Biological Bases of Severe
Mental Illness (NSCI358-III, PSYC358-II)
This course takes an in-depth look at the theory
and research on serious mental illnesses with psychotic features, such as schizophrenia. Specifically,
it examines the biological and psychological processes that lead to psychotic experiences and the
prediction, diagnosis and treatment of psychosis.
Prereq: PSYC 252 or permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: response
papers, midterm exam and final term paper. P/F
not available. PSYC5.
SPR SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

Psychology and Law (PSYC347-II)
This course deals with applications of basic psychology to justice and the legal system. Relevant
psychological theory and research address the
processes and controversies that surround scientific jury selection, jury decision-making, eyewitness
testimony, child witnesses in abuse cases, forensic
hypnosis, lie-detector tests, police interrogations,
false confessions, the insanity defense, the role
of psychologists as trial consultants and expert
witnesses, and the role of confirmation biases in
all phases. Prereq: PSYC 242. Rqmt/Eval: two hour
exams and class participation. P/F not available.
JLSTI, PSYC4.
FALL LEC: M 7:00-9:40

S. Kassin

Psychology of Education (PSYC272-II)
This course introduces students to a broad
range of theories and research on education.
What models of teaching work best, and for what
purposes? How do we measure the success of
various education practices? What is the best way
to describe the psychological processes by which
children gain information and expertise? What
accounts for individual differences in learning,
and how do teachers (and schools) address these
individual needs? How do social and economic
factors shape teaching practice? Prereq: PSYC 101.
Preferences: Psychology majors and those who
plan to become teachers. Rqmt/Eval: two exams
and a final project. PSYCB, TEACS.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

S. Engel

Public Economics (ECON205-II)
This course examines the role of the government in a market economy. Three broad issues are
considered: under what conditions is government intervention in the economy appropriate?
When merited what is the most effective form
of intervention? What effects do government
policies have on incentives and behavior? Prereq:
ECON 110. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, short writing
assignments, midterm and final exam. PHLHM,
POECUS.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

T. Watson

Public Economics (ECON504-II)
Introduction to microeconomic and empirical
analysis of government expenditure programs in
developing and transition economies. Addresses
questions such as “what role should government
play in the economy” and “what is a good policy?”
Provides tools for understanding the effects of
government policies. Considers market failures,
equity problems, behavioral economics problems,
governance failure problems, and how to design
and evaluate policies to address them. Prereq:
ECON 110; in addition, an empirical methods
course (POEC 253, ECON 255, 502 or 503, or
STAT 346) must be taken before or concurrently
with this class; undergraduate enrollment limited
and requires instructor’s permission. Rqmt/Eval:
problem sets, one 10-page paper, a midterm, and a
final exam. GBSTEC, PHLHM, POECPP.
FALL SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15
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K. Haut

J. Bakija

Public Opinion and Political Behavior
(PSCI211-II, Q)
This course examines public opinion and political
behavior in American politics and their influence
on government actions. How do events and crises
influence public opinion? Which psychological,
sociological, and political factors impact public
opinion formation? When and under what circumstances do people take action? When and how do
political leaders influence public opinion and when
does public opinion influence political leaders?
These are some of the questions examined. Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: 8- to 12-page research paper, a
midterm and final examination. PSCIAP, PSCIRE.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

G. Marcus

Pyramids, Bones, and Sherds: What is
Archaeology? (ANTH103-II)
Anthropology examines not only living societies,
but also prehistoric cultures whose remains are
found worldwide. Archaeology reconstructs the
various aspects of human society from the physical
record of prehistory. How do we study the subsistence and settlement patterns, the political and
social organization, and the economy and ideology
of prehistoric societies who have left behind mute
material records? The objective of anthropological
archaeology is to bring to life these prehistoric
cultures through archaeological analysis. Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: class presentations, two papers,
midterm and final exams.
FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

A. Foias

Quantum Chemistry and Chemical Dynamics
(CHEM361-III)
An introduction to quantum mechanics and
spectroscopic methods leads to the study of chemical kinetics and molecular reaction dynamics
in the gas phase and in solution. Computational
chemistry methods are used to illustrate chemical
concepts, to interpret experimental data, and to
extend hypotheses. Applications of these principles
are chosen from contemporary research fields,
including polymer chemistry, photochemistry,
atmospheric chemistry, and solid and liquid state
chemistry. Prereq: CHEM 155 or 256. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation, problem sets, exams,laboratory
work, and an independent project. MTSCE.

Quantum Physics (PHYS301-III, Q)
A one-semester introduction to the history,
formalism, and phenomenology of quantum
mechanics. We begin with a discussion of the
historical origins of the quantum theory and the
Schroedinger wave equation. The bulk of the
course explores the key exactly solvable problems:
the hydrogen atom, the simple harmonic oscillator
and a spin-1/2 system in a magnetic field. Follow
301 with P402T for a full year of QM. Prereq:
PHYS 202 and PHYS/MATH 210 or MATH 209.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly problem sets, labs, a midterm
exam, and final exam, all of which have a substantial quantitative component. MTSCE.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

K. Jones

Questioning the Cultural Self in Literature
(ARAB346-I, COMP346-I, D, W)
Cultural encounters entail a questioning of
identity, values and worldview. As the familiar
gives way to the unknown, issues of knowledge
and power can begin to influence the interaction
between different groups. We will examine texts
dealing with differences in language, religion,
race, class, gender and citizenship that lead to
the formation of allegiances and rivalries. What
constitutes a cultural group? How is difference
determined? What is the nature of the tension
characteristic of many a cross-cultural encounter?
Prereq: none. Preferences: Comparative Literature
majors. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, two
3- to 5-page papers and a final 7- to 10-page paper.
SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

A. Vargas

FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15 E. Peacock-Lopez
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Race and Ethnicity in Latin America
(AFR443-II, HIST443-II, D)
Race and ethnicity have been central to the
formation of national identities in Latin America.
This seminar will examine characterizations of
Brazil and other countries as racial democracies
and look at the historical roots and political impact
of stereotypes the region. We will explore the rise
and decline of slavery, the changing constructions
of indigenous and Afro-Latin American identities,
and to the emergence of new racial and ethnic
movements in Colombia, Guatemala, Brazil and
elsewhere. Prereqs: none. Preferences: History
majors and Latino/a Studies concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on class participation, one short paper, and a substantial (20-25
page) research paper. AMSTO, HISTD.
FALL LEC: W 1:10-3:50

R. Kittleson

Race and Inequality in the American City
(AFR367-II, AMST367-II, HIST385-II,
LEAD313-II)
This course will examine the production of social
inequalities in American cities from the Second
World War to the present and the racialization
of these inequalities. Among our topics will be:
persistent, concentrated poverty, extreme racial
segregation, mass incarceration, and failing public
services. In their written assignments, students
will apply scholarly knowledge to propose a public
history exhibit and to weigh in on a contemporary
urban issue in the form of an op-ed. Prereq: none.
Preferences: Leadership Studies and Africana Studies concentrators; American Studies and History
majors. Rqmt/Eval: two short (5-6 page) essays
and a longer paper (8-10 pages) with presentation.
AMSTO, AMSTP, HISTF, LEADS, LEADM.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10
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M. Williams

Race and the Environment (AFR211-II,
AMST211-II, SOC211-II, ENVI211-II, D)
In contemporary societies, race remains an enduring impediment to the achievement of equality.
Generally understood as a socially meaningful way
of classifying human bodies hierarchically, race
manifests itself in a number of arenas, including
personal experience, economic production and
distribution, and political organization. In this
course, we will explore how race emerges in local
and global environmental issues, like pollution
and climate change. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
2-3 short papers (5-7 pages), and a self-scheduled
final. AFRC, AMSTO, AMSTP, ENVIH, ENVPSB,
PHLHN, PHLHO.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

J. Manigault-Bryant

Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature
to Social Media (AMST332-II, COMP339-I,
LATS335-II, THEA322-I, WGSS330-II, D)
What different conversations around the topic of
“diversity” might be had if we think of race, gender,
and sexuality as performative? How might the
analytic of performance equip us in this course to
identify marginalized modes of being and to enact
anti-xenophobic strategies for everyday practice?
In this course we will study multiple forms of contemporary performance (including performance
art, visual art, sound art, social media, literature,
politics, and performance of everyday life) by
artists of diverse racial, gender, and sexual identification to think about belonging and alternative
forms of world-making. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval:
in-class participation, partnered presentation,
weekly reading responses, performance analysis,
final paper. ASAMR, LATSR, WGSSR, WGSST.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

V. Huang

Race, Gender, and the Alien Body: Octavia
Butler’s Science Fiction (AFR213-II,
WGSS213-II, W)
Among science fiction writers, Octavia Butler
had an uncanny ability to imagine the future
anew and to merge those ruminations with her
experiences as an African American woman.
Her powerful commentary on--and disruption
of--modern understandings of race, gender, and
human embodiment are the focus of this course.
“Race, Gender, and the Alien Body” examines the
relationship between Butler’s visions for the future
and what her narratives of future worlds invariably
suggest about the present. Prereq: none. Preferences: students with interests and/or prior coursework
in and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.
Rqmt/Eval: attendance, paired weekly reflection/
response papers, a 5- to 7-page creative writing
assignment, and a final essay of 10 pages. P/F not
available. AFRC, WGSSR.
SPR TUT: TBA

R. Manigault-Bryant

Racial and Religious Mixture (AMST327-II,
LATS427-II, REL314-II, D, W)
Distinctions of race and religion are social
fictions; yet, the lived ramifications of these social
fictions involve tense struggles over the boundaries
of racial and religious communities. In the history
of the Americas, mixed racial and religious identities and experiences have more often been the
result of violent clashes than romantic encounters.
This course critically reconsiders ways that racial
and religious mixtures have been imagined, defined, challenged, negotiated, and survived. Prereq:
none. Preferences: seniors, concentrators, majors,
those with prior relevant coursework. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation based on participation, presentations,
annotated bibliography, short writing assignments,
writing workshop participation, and a 20- to 25page research paper. AMSTO.
SPR SEM: M 7:00-9:40

J. Hidalgo

Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency (AFR299-II,
PSCI233-II, REL261-II)
The emergence of Rastafari in the twentieth
century marked a distinct phase in the theory
and practice of political agency. From its heretical
roots in Jamaica, Garveyism, Ethiopianism, and
Pan-Africanism, Rastafari has evolved from a Caribbean theological movement to an international
political actor. This course investigates the political
theory of Rastafari in order to develop intellectual
resources for theorizing the concept of agency
in contemporary Africana thought and political
theory. Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences: Africana Studies concentrators and majors in Political
Science and Religion. Rqmt/Eval: attendance and
participation, weekly reading e-response papers,
two short essays, and a group lyrics and politics
final project. P/F not available. AFRC, AMSTA,
AMSTO, AMSTC, RELAD.
SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

N. Roberts

Reading and Writing the Body (COMP232-I, W)
Am I a body, or do I have one? While some writers maintain that the creative impulse is a gift of
the muse and that it is rooted entirely in the mind
or spirit, there are those for whom the human
body, frequently their own, plays a central role,
both in the process of creation and as a subject of
artistic inquiry and contemplation. This course
will examine how writers from different cultural
and aesthetic perspectives either present or use
the body as a vehicle of expression. Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-year and sophomore students
considering a major in Comparative Literature.
Rqmt/Eval: on alternate weeks students will either
write and present a 5-page paper on the assigned
readings or write and present a 2-page critique of a
pre-circulated paper. P/F not available. PHLHB.
SPR TUT: TBA

J. van de Stadt
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Reading Comics from the French-Speaking
World (COMP260-I, RLFR260-I)
From political cartoons and satire of the 19th
century to contemporary graphic novels, the bande
dessinÃ©e has a long history in the French-speaking world. We will read early political cartoons,
classics such as Asterix and Tintin, and contemporary BD from France, Québec, Côte d’Ivoire,
Morocco, Rwanda, and Guadeloupe to analyze
how they tackle subjects such as nation, empire,
sexuality, biography, war and human rights. We
will pay attention to the visual form and critical
theory of the genre. Prereq: RLFR 201, 202, or 203,
or by permission of instructor. Preferences: French
majors and certificate students, Comparative Literature majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly response papers,
5-page paper, graphic-form paper, final research
project. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

K. Pieprzak

Reading German for Beginners
(GERM111/112-I, GERM511/512-I)
German 111-112 is for students whose principal
reason for acquiring German is to work with
written materials. It is particularly appropriate for
juniors and seniors majoring in fields in which
the ability to read primary and secondary texts
in German can be crucial, such as Art History,
Classics, Comparative Literature, History, Music,
Philosophy, Political Science, and Theatre. Prereq
(FALL): none. Prereq (SPR): GERM 111/511
or permission of instructor. Students who have
taken or plan to take 101 and/or 102 may not
take 111-112. Preferences: Art-History graduate
students, seniors and juniors. Rqmt/Eval: written
homework, quizzes, tests, active class participation.
Credit granted only if both semesters (GERM
111/511 and 112/512) are taken.
FALL LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

B. Kieffer
B. Kieffer

Readings in French Art History and Criticism
(RLFR512-I)
This course is designed to provide students in
The Graduate Program in Art History and interested others with knowledge of French acquired
through translation and interpretation. The core of
this course is based on the reading and translating
of a variety of critical works covering different periods and genres in the field of art history. Prereq:
RLFR 511 or permission of instructor; undergraduates are welcome with permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on class participation, papers, a midterm, and a final examination.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

Readings in German Art History and Criticism
(GERM513-I)
This is an advanced course in German reading,
focused on the literature of art history. Texts are selected from fundamental works of art history and
criticism and from writings related to concurrent
seminars in the Graduate Program. The course includes a grammar review. Prereq: GERM 511-512
or equivalent preparation (a score of 500 or higher
on SAT II German Reading Test). Preferences:
Graduate Program students; others by permission
of the instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on written homework, quizzes, tests, and
class participation.
FALL SEM: MWF 9:00-9:50

E. Kieffer

Real Analysis (MATH350-III, Q)
Real analysis is the theory behind calculus. It is
based on a precise understanding of the real numbers, elementary topology, and limits. Topologically, nice sets are either closed (contain their limit
points) or open (complement closed). You also
need limits to define continuity, derivatives, integrals, and to understand sequences of functions.
Prereq: MATH 150 and MATH 250, or permission
of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on homework, classwork, and exams.
FALL LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50
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N. Desrosiers

C. Silva
C. Silva

Real Indians: Indigeneity and the Authenticity
Problem (AMST400-II, ANTH321-II, D)
In settler societies, Indigenous peoples must be
recognized by the state as sufficiently authentic
in order to have rights as legitimate Indigenous
peoples. Thus, Indigenous people face considerable
pressure to embody external stereotypes and racial
expectations. We will engage with recent scholarship in Native American and Indigenous Studies
that addresses indigeneity as a political status, a
supposed biological category and frozen temporal/
geographic state, and a social experience. Prereq:
none. Preferences: American Studies, Anthropology, and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: attendance/
participation in discussion, two short papers, and a
12- to 15-page final. P/F not available. AMSTO.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

R. De Veaux

D. Kiel

Realisms: Courbet to Mumblecore (ARTS315-I)
This 300-level video production seminar will
look at traditions in realism and historical styles of
representing everyday life. Students will consider
pre-cinematic realisms in painting and literature,
classical formations of Hollywood realism, Italian
Neorealism, critical and New Wave relationships
to realist practice, recent forms of neorealism
from Iran, China, and the U.S., and the everyday
aesthetics of mumblecore. Students will produce
three short videos in relation to screenings and
readings in different realist traditions, and will
develop skills and technique related to traditions of
narrative realism. Prereq: students that have taken
a video course. Preferences: open to Art majors
and students who have taken another video course.
Rqmt/Eval: based on three short videos and occasional brief writing exercises.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Regression and Forecasting (STAT346-III, Q)
This course focuses on the building of empirical
models through data in order to predict, explain,
and interpret scientific phenomena. Regression
modeling is the standard method for analyzing
continuous response data and their relationships
with explanatory variables. This course provides both theoretical and practical training in
statistical modeling with particular emphasis on
simple linear and multiple regression, using R to
develop and diagnose models. Prereq: STAT 101
or 201, and MATH 150 and 250; or permission
of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
primarily on performance on exams, homework,
and a project.

L. Johnson

Religion and Secularism in Modern Europe and
Russia (HIST438-II, W)
This course will explore the complex and changing interplay between religion and secularity in
modern Europe and Russia through an examination of selected topics from the Enlightenment
to the present, including the interrelationship
between religion on the one hand and politics, revolution, secularist, anti-Semitic, and Islamophobic
ideologies, the formation of imperial and national
polities and identities, social and economic change,
women and gender, and the rise of consumerism
on the other. Prereq: none, but some background
in modern European or/and Russian history or/
and religious studies is recommended. Preferences: History, Russian, Religion majors; students
with relevant background; seniors/juniors. Rqmt/
Eval: weekly 2-page responses to readings, two
oral presentations, and a research paper. P/F not
available. HISTC.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

W. Wagner
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Religion and the American Environmental
Imagination (SOC291-II, ENVI291-II,
REL291-II, W)
What is the relationship between religious and
environmental thought in modern America?
Exploring a broad range of practices and beliefs,
this course explores the religious (and anti-religious) roots of contemporary environmental
discourse. Drawing widely on religious studies and
the environmental humanities, we will examine
the writings of environmental thinkers with
diverse takes on the nature of the sacred and the
sacred in nature. Prereq: ENVI 101 or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Environmental Studies
majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: a 15- to
18-page research paper and several shorter writing
assignments. ENVIH, ENVPSB.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

Z. Adhami

Remote Sensing and Geographic Information
Systems (ENVI214-III, GEOS214-III)
This class provides a practical look at fast-evolving methods used to integrate information about
the Earth’s surface with spatial data collected
by disciplines such as archaeology, economics,
the field sciences, history and political science.
Remote sensing involves collection and processing
of data from satellite and airborne sensors to yield
environmental information about the Earth’s surface and lower atmosphere. Remote sensing allows
regional mapping of rock materials, analysis of
vegetation cover and measurement of urban areas
and land-use change over time. Prereq: at least one
introductory course in BIOL, ENVI, or GEOS.
Preferences: Geosciences and Biology majors and
Environmental Studies majors and concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: based on weekly lab exercises, two
take-home exams and a final project. P/F not
available. ENVIN, ENVSM, EXPEE.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15
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J. Israel

N. Howe

Religion, Politics, Culture: Islam in the United
States (AFR237-II, AMST237-II, REL237-II, D)
There are two fundamental themes in the history
of Islam in America: conflict between Muslims
over what is “authentic” or “orthodox” Islam;
and the ways that American history, politics, and
culture determine the contours of “American
Islam”. This course will explore these two themes in
the history of American Islam. In so doing, we will
examine the complex relation between religion,
politics, and culture in the United States. Prereq:
none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: in-class participation and presentations; 3 short essays; final
project. AMSTO.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

Religious Conflict and Cooperation (REL104-II)
Violent conflicts throughout the world are
animated by religious rhetoric, driven by religious
actors, and sanctioned by religious authorities. At
the same time, religious and interfaith organizations are often prominent participants in peace
advocacy and conflict resolution. What are the
varieties of religious involvement in war and
peace? What can we learn about “religion” from
conflicts and cooperative initiatives that are labeled
“religious”? Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year
students and potential Religion majors. Rqmt/Eval:
two short papers, an in-class mid-term exam, and
a final paper or project. P/F not available.

P. Karabinos

Research in Psychology and Law (PSYC349-II)
This course examines the legal system in light of
psychological research findings, Supreme Court
rulings, wrongful conviction cases and illustrative
crimes. The law’s informal theories of human
behavior will be compared to what psychologists
know on the basis of theories and research regarding such topics as Miranda, lie detection, police
interrogation, etc. Students will conduct an empirical research project, analyze data and present their
findings to their peers at the end of the semester.
Prereq: PSYC 201 and PSYC 242 or permission of
instructor. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/
Eval: exams, written and oral reports of research;
weekly lab. P/F not available. PSYC4, PSYCE.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

L. Smalarz

Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas
(AFR328-II, AMST329-II, LATS328-II,
REL223-II, D)
This course examines those forms of “God-talk”
broadly termed “liberation theologies” that critiqued and challenged social relationships of class,
colonization, race, culture, gender, sexuality, (dis)
ability, and ecology. These theologies were borne
out of and in turn deeply shaped struggles against
oppressive regimes and structures in the Americas.
We will focus on interconnected theological and
social movements from 1960-2000. Prereq: none.
Preferences: majors and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval:
this course will be mostly discussion, with grading
based upon participation, short writing exercises, a
5- to 8-page take-home midterm essay, and a 8- to
12-page final essay. LATSC.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Hidalgo

Rhetoric and Democracy: the Greek Orators
(CLGR407-I)
The most influential orators of 4th-century
Athens will instruct us in rhetoric, demonstrate
the stylistic versatility of the Greek language, teach
us about what Athenians in the 4th century cared
about, reveal theories of human psychology, and
persuade us of a thing or two. We will read selected
speeches by Lysias, Aeschines, and Demosthenes,
as well as portions of speeches by other orators
such as Isocrates, Antiphon, and Dinarchus.
Prereq: CLGR 201 or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
translation and discussion, several short exercises,
a midterm, a final paper, and a final translation
exam.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

K. Christensen

Ritual, Power and Transgression (ANTH299-II,
REL274-II, W)
Politics is not just about ideas, actors and institutions. In ways often overlooked, ritual plays a
vital role in determining the dynamics of political
power, legitimizing and mobilizing, but also, shaping the ways in which people understand power
and the political sphere and determining how they
will act in defense or violation of the status quo.
Ritual is often the realm in which old realities are
first transgressed and new possibilities are imagined and brought to the political stage. Prereq:
ANTH 101, SOC 101, REL 101, or any other
ANTH or SOC course. Preferences: Anthropology,
Sociology or Religion majors. Rqmt/Eval: class
participation, two short response papers, 10-page
research paper, final exam.
FALL SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

D. Edwards
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RNA Worlds (BIOL408-III)
Ribonucleic acids (RNAs) serve as genomes,
catalysts, messengers, adaptors, regulators, structural components, and evolutionary substrates.
Non-coding RNAs such as microRNAs, ribozymes,
and small interfering RNAs control a diverse range
of biological processes including plant and animal
development, translation, epigenetic chromosome
silencing, and cancer. This course explores recently discovered non-coding RNAs and considers
evidence for their mechanisms of action. Prereq:
BIOL 202; open to juniors and seniors. Preferences: senior Biology majors who have not taken a
400-level course & BIMO concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on class participation and several short papers. BIMOE.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10, TR 11:20-12:35
D. Carone

Roman Archaeology and Material Culture
(ANTH235-II, ARTH235-I, CLAS224-I,
HIST224-II)
This course examines the development of Roman
archaeology and material culture from the early
Iron Age, ca. 1000 BCE, to the end of the reign of
Constantine in 337 CE. The primary goal of the
course is to help students understand the social
and historical context in which Roman material
culture was created and used. We will consider
a variety of evidence from across the empire,
including monumental and domestic architecture, wall painting, mosaics, sculpture, coins and
inscriptions. Prereq: none. Preferences: majors or
prospective majors in Classics, History, Art History, and Anthropology. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on classroom performance, quizzes, one
8- to 10-page paper, a midterm, and a final exam.
ARTH14, ARTH18, ARTH16-, HISTC, HISTP.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

Rocket Men: Ballistic Culture (COMP313-I,
ENGL312-I, W)
For decades, American culture was shaped by
the dream of exploring outer space. When Neil
Armstrong stepped onto the moon, it was the culmination of an unprecedented technical effort. But
what did it mean? This course explores the culture
of aeronautics from 1945 to the end of the Apollo
program. Much of our time will be spent reading
Gravity’s Rainbow, Thomas Pynchon’s monumental
effort to understand the seductive, annihilating
force of rockets, and the posthuman technologies
they embody. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: English majors; Comparative
Literature majors; sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: each
student will submit a portfolio of twenty-five pages
of writing; writing for the course will take the form
of articles for a multimedia encyclopedia of rocket
culture; extensive collaboration will be required.
P/F not available. ENGLCR, ENGLC.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50
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S. Rosenheim

B. Rubin

Roman Cities in the Near East (ANTH240-II,
CLAS340-I, HIST340-II, D)
The Near East under Roman rule was a zone
of intense cultural contact and exchange. Major
urban centers, like Ephesus and Alexandria, were
home to a diverse array of Greeks, Romans, Jews,
Egyptians and other Semitic peoples. Out of
this cultural crucible emerged new movements
in religion, science, and the arts which changed
the face of the Roman Empire. Prereq: none.
Preferences: majors or prospective majors in
Classics, Anthropology, Art History, and History.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, one 15-minute oral presentation, one
10- to 12-page paper, a midterm and a final exam.
HISTC, HISTP.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

B. Rubin

Roman Literature: Foundations and Empire
(CLAS102-I, COMP108-I)
In Vergil’s Aeneid, the god Jupiter prophesies the
greatness of Rome: “I grant them empire without
end.” Yet elsewhere this promise to the descendants of Romulus seems to be seriously abridged,
and throughout classical Roman literature, we
see a recurrent impulse to inscribe the decay of
Roman power into the very works that celebrate
Roman preeminence. This course explores the
ancient Romans’ own interpretations of their past
and their present, their identity and their destiny.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students and
sophomores and majors in Classics and Comparative Literature. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on short written assignments, midterm and
final exams with essays, and contributions to class
discussion.
SPR LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

A. De Gooyer

A. Wilcox

Romantic Culture (ENGL331-I)
The Romantic period--1780 to 1830, roughly--is
one of the great watershed moments in western
culture. Romantic writers obsessed over the same
things we do; Romantic writing is durably relevant
and, frequently, durably and interestingly weird.
We will read a lot of poetry, and paintings and
other examples of Romantic expressive culture will
comprise a significant part of the course materials.
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
English majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation and
3 papers, the last being longer than the first two.
ENGLB.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Ruined America (ENGL103-I, W)
The course will focus on contemporary dystopian novels about America. We will try to understand the heightened anxiety about apocalypse,
and the ethical dilemmas imposed by prospect of
our diminished state. We will also consider issues
of class, environment, technology, divisions of race
and gender, and the projections of anarchy and
political oppression. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-year students who have not taken or placed
out of a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: two
5-page essays, one 10-page essay, short writing
assignments. P/F not available. AMSTA.

P. Murphy

Rumble in the Jungle: Major Postcolonial
Writers and Movements (COMP115-I,
ENGL115-I, D, W)
The antagonism between the West and the
rest has been a defining feature of contemporary
thought, especially during the struggles of the
colonies to establish themselves as independent
nations at the turn of the twentieth century. Our
works will take us around the world, and stretch
us across multiple histories of colonialism and
its aftermaths. Key authors will include Frantz
Fanon, Aimé Césaire, V.S. Naipaul, Albert Memmi,
Edward Said, Salman Rushdie, and Mahasweta
Devi. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students
who have not taken or placed out of a 100-level
ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: class participation,
presentation, 20 pages of writing in the form of 4
short position papers, final research paper. P/F not
available. ASAMR.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Raza Kolb
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Samuel Johnson and the Literary Tradition
(ENGL321-I)
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)has been exceptionally influential not only because he was a distinguished writer of poems, essays, criticism, and
biographies, but also because he was the first true
historian of English literature, the first who sought
to define its “tradition.” We will study both his life
and works, including his creation of the first great
English dictionary, and his criticism of Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Swift, and Gray.
See online description for more details. Prereq: a
100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP
English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the
Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences: English
majors. Rqmt/Eval: midterm and final papers, and
a take-home final exam. ENGLCR, ENGLA.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

S. Fix

Science, Technology, and Human Values
(HSCI101-II, SCST101-II)
A study of the natures and roles of science and
technology in today’s society, and of the problems
which technical advances pose for human values.
An introduction to science-technology studies.
Topics include: scientific creativity, the Two
Cultures, the norms and values of science, the
Manhattan Project and Big Science, the ethics and
social responsibility of science, appropriate technology, technology assessment, and various problems which spring from dependencies engendered
by living in a technological society, e.g., computers
and privacy, automation and dehumanization,
biomedical engineering. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: two or
three short exercises, two papers (3-5 pages and
5-7 pages), and two hour exams.
FALL SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50
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D. Beaver

Scriptures and Race (AFR309-II, LATS309-II,
REL309-II)
This course focuses on the relationships between
constructions of race in the post-1492 American
world and “Christian scriptures.” How and why
did “scriptures” and “race” come to have any relationship to each other? How and why do people
read “scriptures”? In what ways have “scriptures”
informed how peoples imagine themselves, their
communities, and their relationship to religious
and racial “others”? How have lived experiences
as racialized human beings shaped how people
understand scriptures? Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation based upon participation, short writing
exercises, a 5- to 8-page take-home midterm essay,
and a 10- to 15-page final essay. LATSC, RELCI.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Hidalgo

Sediment Records of Climate Change
(ENVI314-III, GEOS314-III, MAST314-III)
Sediments and sedimentary rocks may appear
unassuming but they are an extraordinarily rich
archive of Earth’s geologic history, including
Earth’s past climate. We will survey techniques of
stratigraphic analysis and dating of sediments, and
the wide variety of methods for reconstructing past
climate from sediments. Students who register for
this class are strongly encouraged to take GEOS 25,
and are given enrollment preference in that course.
Prereq: GEOS 104 or GEOS 210 or GEOS 215 or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Geosciences
and Environmental Geosciences majors. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation based on weekly papers, discussions, and a research project; weekly lab. P/F not
available. ENVIN, ENVSBB, ENVSGC, MASTE.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

M. Cook

Sedimentology (GEOS302-III, W)
Sediments and sedimentary rocks preserve information about the rocks that were eroded to form
them, the fluids and forces that transported them,
the mechanisms by which they were deposited,
and the processes by which they were lithified. This
course introduces the principles of sedimentology,
including sediment composition, fluid mechanics,
bedform analysis, and depositional environments.
Prereq: GEOS 202 (may be taken concurrently
with permission of instructor). Rqmt/Eval: eight
written critiques (each 350-400 words) of assigned
papers from the sedimentological literature--designed to teach clear written expression & careful
analytical reading; evaluation based on lab work,
writing assignments, hour exam & final exam. P/F
not available. MASTE.
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

R. Cox

Seminar: Religion and Capitalism (SOC283-II,
PSCI140-II, REL282-II, W)
Through the 1960s it was popular to claim that
the world was becoming increasingly & inevitably
secular, with the development of modern capitalist
social relations as a signature cause. Today the
‘secularization thesis’ is largely defunct. Instead
one sees the vibrant return of religion to social,
economic, & political prominence in most parts
of the world--at the same time we are experiencing through globalization & the information
revolution the most dramatic economic advances
in a century. Prereq: none. Preferences: open
to first-years and sophomores only. Rqmt/Eval:
regular discussion questions, three 5- to 6-page
papers, in-class paper workshops, 20- to 24-page
final term paper incorporating earlier papers.
PSCICP, PSCIPT.
SPR SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15

Seminar in Modern Physics (PHYS151-III, Q)
Special relativity has extended physics into the
realm of high speeds and high energies and requires us to rethink our basic notions of space and
time. Quantum mechanics successfully describes
atoms, molecules, and solids while at the same
time calling into question our notions of what
can be predicted by a physical theory. Statistical
physics reveals new behaviors that emerge when
many particles are present in a system. Similar to
PHYS 142 but in a small seminar format. Prereq:
placement by the department (see “advanced
placement” section in the description about the department). Students may take either PHYS 142 or
PHYS 151 but not both. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on class participation, labs, weekly problem sets, an oral presentation, two hour-exams
and a final exam, all of which have a substantial
quantitative component.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-11:50

D. Aalberts

D. Paul

Senior Seminar (ANSO402-II)
This capstone seminar combines intensive discussion and individual research. Half of the course
will be dedicated to the discussion of current
debates central to the concerns of both anthropology and sociology, such as the ethics of conducting
fieldwork, humanitarianism and relief, global
public health, poverty and the city, and environmental conservation. The second half of the course
will be devoted to independent individual original
projects which should have a major ethnographic
component. Prereq: only senior majors in Anthropology and Sociology, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology majors.
Rqmt/Eval: full participation, major research
project and paper (30 pages), class presentation.
P/F not available.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

A. Foias
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Senior Seminar (ARTS418-I)
The purpose of the Senior Seminar is to
strengthen ideas, develop formal skills and practice
critical analysis while creating a body of artwork,
the best of which will be exhibited at WCMA. Students may work in any medium in which they have
developed a high degree of proficiency. This course
is for students who have the ideas and discipline
to work independently; participants are expected
to be highly motivated and to be exceptionally
engaged in the class discourse. Prereq: Studio Art
major; permission of instructor is required for History and Practice majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is
based on the following: consistency of effort, the
quality of analysis in critique, the quality of the
portfolio at midterm and the quality of the final
portfolio.
SPR SEM: T 1:10-3:50

L. Ali

Senior Seminar in American Politics:
Interpretations of American Politics
(PSCI410-II)
Assessments of the state of American politics
vary widely. Critics on the left worry that the
United States is on an imperial quest, extorting resources from the global many for the advantage of
an elite few. Critics on the right worry that the U.S.
has abandoned the traditions that made it strong
and has entered a period of moral decay. What
do left and right see when they survey the nation,
and why is what they see so different? This course
investigates alternative interpretations of America.
Prereq: at least one class in American politics.
Preferences: senior Political Science majors. Rqmt/
Eval: brief weekly writing assignments; two short
essays; a 15-page research paper; and oral presentation. PSCIAP.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25
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N. Mellow

Senior Seminar in Comparative Politics:
Political Development (PSCI440-II)
US adventures and misadventures in Iraq
directed attention back to concerns about political
development. This senior seminar in comparative
politics critically examines the theories and problems of political development by focusing on four
major topics in the sub-discipline: state formation,
nationalism, market reform, and democratization.
Drawing on both the historical and contemporary
experience of Iraq, we consider the conditions that
lead to strong and weak states. Prereq: PSCI 204 or
permission of instructor. Preferences: senior Political Science majors concentrating in Comparative
Politics. Rqmt/Eval: class participation; three short
papers; ten weekly responses; and an oral exam
covering two of the three topics. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

N. Munemo

Senior Seminar in International Politics: Great
Power Politics (PSCI420-II)
Are the United States and China destined to
become enemies? Has the Cold War returned
in Europe? What is the future of world politics?
This course examines relations between the great
powers with a particular focus on contemporary
issues. We will leverage theories about the causes
of war and the roots of international order to
explore the origins of the conflict between Russia
and Ukraine, the implications of China’s potential
rise, and the future of American power, among
other topics. Prereq: senior political science major
or permission of instructor. Preferences: senior
Political Science majors concentrating in International Relations. Rqmt/Eval: two to three short
papers, one long paper, class participation. P/F not
available. PSCIIR.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

R. Kelanic

Senior Seminar in International Relations:
Power and Legitimacy in International
Organizations (PSCI420-II)
International organizations play a significant role
in world politics, influencing how states handle
a range of problems, from transnational security
threats to environmental degradation. Although
many states and individuals take part in the
creation and operation of international organizations, they often work according to the interests of
powerful states and non-state actors. Yet, powerful
actors often use international organizations to gain
legitimacy, and, what is more, moral rhetoric plays
an important role in the operation of international
institutions. Prereq: senior Political Science major
or permission of instructor. Preferences: Political
Science/International Relations concentrators.
Rqmt/Eval: papers and participation. P/F not
available. PSCIIR.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Traven

Senior Seminar in Public Health
(PHLH402-ND)
This course is designed to provide senior
concentrators the opportunity to reflect upon and
synthesize both their curricular and experiential
work in the concentration. Students will lead
discussion on readings addressing a range of issues
and disciplines in the field of public health, including social determinants of health, health inequities,
threats to public health, cultural perspectives and
global practices. Students will also be divided into
three or four multi-disciplinary research teams to
investigate a contemporary real-life issue in public
health, locally, nationally or internationally. Prereq:
completion of at least 4 courses counting towards
the PHLH concentration. Preferences: senior
Public Health concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: active
seminar participation, weekly written reflections,
contribution to the team research project and a 12to 15-page final paper. P/F not available. PHLHC.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

Senior Seminar in Music: Bach’s Legacy
(MUS402-I, W)
This seminar, the culminating course in the
music major, examines how composers after Bach
have engaged and responded to his legacy. We
will trace the course of the Classical and early
Romantic period “Bach Revival” through Mozart,
Beethoven, and Mendelssohn, and explore how he
was venerated in the later Romantic era by Brahms
and Busoni. Our main focus, however, will be on
how composers of the modern era have viewed
him and used his music. Prereq: MUS 202, 231,
232, 233 and permission of instructor. Preferences:
senior Music majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on several papers totaling at least 20 pages,
presentations, and class participation. P/F not
available.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

J. Bloxam

A. Hane

Senior Seminar: Cognitive Science
(COGS493-II)
The goal of the cognitive science senior seminar
is threefold. Firstly, we will revisit the foundations
of cognitive research by reading some of the
classics that established cognitive science as a field
in the middle of the 20th century. Secondly, we will
engage current research trends in cognitive studies
by looking at work published in the last five years
on cognitive neuroscience, embodied cognition,
dynamic systems theory, empirical approaches
to consciousness, and situated robotics. Prereq:
permission of program chair. Rqmt/Eval: several
short assignments, final paper, attendance and
participation.
FALL HON: TBA

J. Cruz
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Senior Seminar: Critical Perspectives on Science
and Technology (SCST401-II)
A research-oriented course designed to give students direct experience in evaluating and assessing
scientific and technological issues. Students initially study particular techniques and methodologies
by employing a case study approach. They then
apply these methods to a major research project.
Students may choose topics from fields such as
biotechnology, computers, biomedical engineering, energy, and other resource development.
Students will apply their background of historical,
philosophical, and technological perspectives in
carrying out their study. Prereqs: none. Rqmt/Eval:
research paper or project. ENVPSB.
FALL SEM: TBA

D. Beaver

Senior Seminar: Dignity (PSCI430-II)
What is dignity? An existential demand for
respect? A moral, intangible quality of a person?
A set of legally guaranteed rights of citizens? This
course examines some of the strongest attacks on
and defenses of human dignity, both in theory
and in practice. The emphasis will be on the role
of dignity in shaping modern ideas of democracy,
citizenship, and human rights. Readings construct
a genealogy of dignity that includes Aquinas,
Pico della Mirandola, Kant, and contemporary
legal theorists. Prereq: junior or senior standing
and prior coursework in political theory, cultural
theory, philosophy; or permission of instructor.
Preferences: senior Political Science majors with
concentration in Political Theory, then other Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation,
short (1 page) response papers, a 15- to 18-page
final essay. PSCIPT.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

N. Njoya

Senior Seminar: Emotions (PHIL401-II, W)
Philosophy is often described as “thinking about
thinking:” variously conceived inquiries into the
nature, scope and limits of human reasoning have
always been at its heart. Without challenging
the centrality of such projects for philosophy,
the seminar will focus on a less emphasized, but
equally essential aspect of our lives: emotions.
Prereq: required of all senior philosophy majors.
Preferences: senior Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval:
preparedness for the seminar and participation in
seminar discussions; weekly short papers or postings; class presentation; and a final paper, about 15
pages long. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40

Senior Seminar: Empire and its Legacies
(THEA406-I)
The impact of new notions of Nation, Empire
and individuality as English theatre emerged into
recognizably “modern” forms in Shakespeare’s
age; and the continuing legacies of empire in plays
by Walcott, Hare, Soyinka, Stoppard, Churchill,
Fugard and Wertenbaker. Prereq: limited to senior
Theatre majors. Preferences: Theatre majors only.
Rqmt/Eval: two papers totaling about 14 pages and
several shorter papers.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

J. Pethica

Senior Seminar: Histories of Reading
(COMP401-I, ENGL452-I, D)
This course examines practices of and ideas
about reading as they developed in different
historical and cultural contexts over the last
three thousand years. Our approach will be both
historical and comparative: we will investigate how
modes and theories of reading changed over time,
paying particular attention to how material and
intellectual contexts impacted reading in different
societies. Prereq: one 300- or 400-level course in
literature or permission of instructor. Preferences:
senior Comparative Literature majors. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation, final research paper. P/F not
available.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50
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B. Mladenovic

C. Nugent

Senior Seminar: Landscapes of Movement and
Migration in French (RLFR410-I)
How do migration and movement construct
and disrupt landscapes of identity--home, city and
nation--in the French-speaking world? How do
migration and movement contribute to conditions
of alienation, nostalgia and violence? This seminar
explores such fundamental questions and asks
us to think about how in an increasingly mobile
and de-territorialized world, place is imagined,
experienced and remembered. Over the course
of the semester, we will examine theoretical texts
on memory, space, identity and movement, and
analyze literary and film narratives of migration.
Prereq: any RLFR course above 203, or permission
of instructor. Preferences: seniors French majors
or completing the certificate in French, but open to
advanced students of French. Rqmt/Eval: weekly
1-page response papers, short mid-term paper and
a final research paper.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

K. Pieprzak

Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History
(HIST376-II, JLST376-II, WGSS376-II, D)
This course explores how the law in America
has defined and regulated gender and sexuality.
We will evaluate how the law has dictated different
roles for men and women, how sexual acts have
been designated as legal or illegal, and the ways
that race, class, and nationality have complicated the definition and regulation of gender and
sexuality. We will examine how assumptions about
gender and sexuality have informed the creation
and development of American law, contested interpretations of the Constitution, and the changing
meanings of citizenship. Prereq: none. Preferences:
History majors; WGSS majors; Justice & Law Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on two short (4-5 page) papers; one longer
(10-12 page) paper; an in-class presentation, and
participation in class discussion. P/F not available.
HISTF, JLSTE.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental
Studies (ENVI402-ND, MAST402-ND)
The capstone course for Environmental Studies
and Maritime Studies brings together students
who will have specialized in the humanities, social
studies and/or the sciences and will provide an
opportunity for exchange across these disciplinary streams. Readings and discussion will be
organized around the common theme of climate
change. Over the course of the seminar, students
will develop a sustained independent research
project on a topic of their choice. Prereq: ENVI
302 or MAST 351 Maritime Policy or permission of instructor. Preferences: limited to senior
Environmental Policy and Environmental Science
majors and Environmental Studies and Maritime
Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is
based on active participation, discussion leading,
several smaller assignments and capstone project.
ENVIC, ENVPC, ENVSC, SCSTE.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

S. Dubow

Sexuality and Imperialism (COMP234-I,
WGSS231-II, D)
This course takes as its central premise that the
definition and experience of modern sexuality
are intimately bound to nineteenth-century
imperialism and its legacies. How did imperial
power relations help to constitute racial and sexual
categories and classifications? To what extent did
sexual norms in both the colonies and European
metropole contribute to the “management of
empire”? We will explore these questions through
novels, films, and a variety of other cultural texts.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Women’s Gender &
Sexuality Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: two or
three 3-page papers, a 6- to 8-page final essay, a
presentation on the final essay topic, and engaged
participation.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

M. Cowden

P. Kohler
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Shakespeare, Sex, and Power (ENGL201-I,
WGSS206-II)
Writing at a time of enormous social, religious,
and political upheaval, Shakespeare is remarkably astute about the power of sex and the allure
of power. To what extent or in what ways do
his all-male cast, cross-dressed heroines, and
sonnets to a young man and a dark lady embody
or contest social norms, gender roles, and the
power structure? Looking closely at Shakespeare’s
language and literary and dramatic forms, this
course will examine some of his most erotic and
powerful works. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: English and WGSS majors and
potential majors. Rqmt/Eval: two 5-page papers
and a final exam. ENGLA.
SPR SEM: MWF 11:00-12:15
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FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10, TR 11:20-12:35
R. Savage

I. Bell

Shakespearean Comedy (ENGL208-I,
THEA208-I, W)
Among Shakespeare’s most beloved, delightful, and fascinating plays are four comedies: A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It, Twelfth
Night, and Much Ado About Nothing. This seminar
examines the language, theatricality, characterization, and comic elements through close scrutiny
and discussion. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: lottery. Rqmt/Eval: four 5-page
papers, brief seminar reports. ENGLG.
FALL SEM: MWF 9:00-9:50

Signal Transduction to Cancer (BIOL418-III)
The goal of the course is to understand the
molecular mechanisms of signal transduction
that guide normal cell behavior and what changes
occur to disrupt signaling that lead to cancer. The
course will focus on the Hedghog-Gli signaling
pathway that is responsible for inducing unregulated cell growth in 30% of all known tumors. We
will functionally dissect the mechanismas that
lead to uncontrolled activation of this pathway
in a diverse array of cancers. Prereq: BIOL 202
or permission of instructor. Preferences: seniors
and then juniors. Rqmt/Eval: four papers. P/F not
available. BIMOE.

R. Bell

Signs of History (COMP395-I, ENGL395-I,
HIST395-II)
A seminar on what makes history history: What
is an historical event, and how do such events
differ from other occurrences? How are historical
changes reflected in literature and art? What is the
nature of historical agency? Is history always “written by the victors,” as one says, or are there ways of
challenging dominant accounts of the past? Prereq:
a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the
AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
English, Comparative Literature, and German
majors. Rqmt/Eval: three papers (two 6 and one
8-10 page) and one presentation. P/F not available.
ENGLCR, ENGLB.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

W. Johnston

Silence, Loss and (Non)Memory in
Twentieth-Century Austria (COMP347-I,
GERM331-I, D, W)
This course explores the deep layer of silence
that has lain under the glittering surface of
Austrian culture since the turn of the twentieth
century. Beginning with the elaboration of the
unconscious around 1900, the course then takes
up the melancholy at the loss of empire after World
War I, and the curious mixture of guilt and trauma
that has characterized the Austrian response to its
own complicity in Nazi atrocities until this day.
Pairs may take the tutorial in German or English.
Prereq: for those taking it in German: GERM 202
or the equivalent, for those taking it in English:
one college-level literature course. Preferences:
German students, Comparative Literature majors.
Rqmt/Eval: five 5-page papers, one revision, discussion. P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

FALL TUT: TBA

J. Cruz

G. Newman

Sister Revolutions in France and America
(HIST393-II, LEAD212-II)
In the late-eighteenth century, two revolutions
burst forth-they were the most striking and
consequential events in modern history, decisive
turning-points that transformed society and politics. The American Revolution led to an enduring
and stable democratic republic whereas the French
Revolution was followed by empires and restorations of the monarchy. We will study in depth
the ideas of the leaders of both revolutions in order
to understand why one succeeded and the other
failed. Prereq: none. Preferences: students with
backgrounds in American history, French history
or Political Science. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on three papers, several class presentations,
and active participation in class discussions. P/F
not available. HISTC, HISTF, HISTP, LEADM.
SPR SEM: W 1:00-4:00

Skepticism and Relativism (PHIL109-II, W)
Intellectually, we are ready skeptics and relativists. We doubt, we point out that no one can be
certain in what she believes, and we are suspicious
of declarations of transcendent reason or truth
(unless they are our own). Emboldened by our
confidence in skeptical arguments, we claim that
knowledge is inevitably limited, that it depends on
one’s perspective, and that everything one believes
is relative to context or culture. No domain of
inquiry is immune to this destructive skepticism
and confident relativism. Prereq: none; this tutorial
is an appropriate first course in PHIL. Preferences:
first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: participants will present substantial written work in the
tutorial every other week, and will be responsible
for commenting on their tutorial partner’s work on
off weeks. P/F not available.

S. Dunn

Soccer and History in Latin America: Making
the Beautiful Game (HIST143-II, D, W)
This course examines the rise of soccer in
modern Latin America from a fringe game to the
most popular sport in the region. We analyze the
role of race and gender in the initial adoption
of soccer, the transformation of the game into a
key marker of national identity, the relationship
between soccer and modernity, the production
of strong identities at club, national, and regional
levels; and the changes that globalization have effected on the game and its meanings. Prereq: firstyear or sophomore standing; juniors or seniors
with permission of instructor. Preferences: first
year students and then sophomores who have not
previously taken a 100-level seminar. If oversubscribed an application process may be developed
to determine admission to the course. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
a series of short papers, and an 8- to 10-page
research paper. HISTD, LATSO.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

R. Kittleson
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Social Judgment (PSYC342-II)
This course focuses on how people make
judgments and decisions in their social lives and
why they are sometimes biased and irrational in
their choices. We will place a strong emphasis on
exploring how ideas from the judgment and decision-making literature can aid in our understanding of social psychological phenomena, including
planning for the future, understanding other
people, and resolving interpersonal conflicts. We
will also place an emphasis on people’s judgments
and decisions as they pertain to their happiness
and well-being, exploring how concepts in the
judgment and decision-making literature can help
us to understand why certain types of outcomes
are more satisfying than others and why people
sometimes choose in ways that fail to maximize
their well-being. Prereq: PSYC 242 and PSYC 201,
or permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology majors. Rqmt/Eval: a series of short papers; two
essay exams; written and oral reports of research;
weekly lab. PSYC4, PSYCE.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35
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FALL LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Yesnowitz

J. Cone

Social Movements in International Politics
(PSCI121-II)
The study of world politics often focuses on
the relationships between sovereign states, and
yet some of the most significant developments
in international history are attributable to the
actions of non-state actors and social movements.
In this course, we examine how non-state actors
and social movements have, for better or worse,
influenced international politics. Prereq: none.
Preferences: first-year students. Rqmt/Eval: papers,
participation, exam. PSCIIR.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

Social Movements in the United States
(PSCI215-II)
When and why do social movements occur?
What motivates some individuals to participate
in organized collective action? What role do
strategies, values, decision-making structures, and
leaders play? We will explore a range of movements which have both animated previous cycles
of protest such as civil rights, women’s liberation,
and antiwar mobilization along with several cases
which characterize our own time: LGBT advocacy,
Occupy Wall Street demonstrations, and the Black
Lives Matter campaign. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: papers, participation, exam. P/F not available. PSCIAP.

D. Traven

Social Psychology (PSYC242-II)
A survey of theory and research in social psychology. Topics include the self, social perception, conformity, attitudes and attitude change,
prejudice, aggression, altruism, attraction and love,
intergroup conflict, and cultural psychology. Applications in the areas of advertising, law, business,
and health will also be discussed. Prereq: PSYC
101; open to first-year students. Rqmt/Eval: Fall:
two in-class exams, one paper and a final exam.
Spring: two hour exams, one paper and a final
exam. PSYCB, TEACS.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Cone
S. Fein

Social Theory (ANSO305-II)
An introduction to social theory in anthropology
and sociology, with strong emphasis on enduring
themes that cut across disciplinary divides. What
is modern about modern social theory? How did
social thinkers construe “society” and “culture,”
and have these constructions withstood challenges
over time? What role does human agency play
in the unfolding of social life, and where does
that sense of agency come from? What are the
possibilities and limits of systematic study of
human experience? Prereq: ANTH 101 or SOC
101 or ANSO 205 or permission of the instructor.
Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology majors.
Rqmt/Eval: full participation in the seminar, regular reading response papers, a midterm paper and
a take-home final. AMSTC, ENVPSB.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

O. Shevchenko

Sol LeWitt: On the Wall (ARTH469-I,
ARTH569-I)
Over a span of four decades Sol LeWitt
conceived nearly 1300 wall drawings, of which a
representative survey of ninety-two can be seen at
MassMoCA in an exhibition curated and designed
by the artist himself. The very concept of the wall
drawing was partly inspired by LeWitt’s encounter
with Italian Renaissance fresco painting, and he
once remarked that he “would like to produce
something that I would not be ashamed to show
Giotto.” Yet, while LeWitt’s wall drawings are
a triumphant extension of the millennia-old
tradition of mural art, they also constitute a radical
intervention in that genre and in art-making itself,
challenging conventional notions of authorship,
medium, composition, and execution as well as
venerable assumptions about the very nature of
mural art. Prereq: permission of the instructor.
Preferences: senior Art History majors and Art
History M.A. students. Rqmt/Eval: each student
will be responsible for leading one class discussion,
plus oral presentation of a research paper, to be
submitted in revised, written form at semester’s
end, and a ten-minute critical commentary on
another student’s oral presentation.
FALL SEM: F 1:10-3:50

Software Methods (CSCI326-III, Q)
Sophisticated software systems play a prominent role in many aspects of our lives, and while
programming can be a very creative and exciting
process, building a reliable software system of any
size is no easy feat. Moreover, the ultimate outcome of any programming endeavor is likely to be
incomplete, unreliable, and unmaintainable unless
principled methods for software construction are
followed. This course explores those methods.
Prereq: CSCI 136. Preferences: current or expected
Computer Science majors; those who have not
yet taken a project course. Rqmt/Eval: homework,
programming assignments, group work, presentations, exams; weekly lab.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

S. Freund

M. Haxthausen

Sound Art, Public Music (ARTS273-I,
MUS175-I)
Sound Art/Public Music examines art in which
sound is the medium and public space is the venue--from sound art installations to ambient music,
from interactive sound sculpture to radio art to
social media-driven flash mobs. We will study the
work of pioneers in the field, alternating between
investigation and analysis of particular artistic
strategies and the creation of site-specific works
on and around the Williams campus. Prereq:
none. Preferences: upperclass students. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation, three short (2-4 page) essays,
a response journal and the creation of four public
music works.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

B. Wells
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South Africa and Apartheid (AFR304-II,
HIST304-II, D)
This course introduces students to the spatial,
legal, economic, social and political structures
that created Apartheid in South Africa, and to the
factors that led to the collapse of the racist order.
We will examine the many forms of black oppression and, also, the various forms of resistance to
Apartheid. Some of the themes we will explore
include industrialization and the formation of the
black working classes, the constructions of race,
ethnicities and sexualities, land alienation and
rural struggles, township poverty and violence,
Black education, and the Black Consciousness
Movement. Prereq: none; open to first-year
students with instructors permission. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation and
three short papers. GBSTAS, HISTA, JLSTI.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

D. Tucker-Smith

Spanish in Action: Advanced Communication &
Culture for Everyday Life (RLSP199-I)
This is an advanced communication and culture
course that uses real-world materials. This class
serves as a bridge between Spanish 105 or Spanish
106 and advanced classes on literature and culture.
Through the use of multimedia materials and
engagement with local native speakers students
will develop their communication and analytical
skills as they improve their understanding of
contemporary Hispanic/Latino culture. Prereq:
RLSP 105, RLSP 106, by Spanish placement exam,
or permission of instructor. Preferences: students
who take the Williams College Placement exam
and place into RLSP 199, students who have
completed RLSP 105 or RLSP 106 and are planning
to go abroad, and students returning from one
semester abroad. Rqmt/Eval: active participation
in class discussions, engagement with native speakers, short writing assignments, and a final research
paper and oral presentation. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: TBA
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M. Cepeda

K. Mutongi

Spacetime and Quanta (PHYS107-III, Q)
This course introduces relativity and quantum
mechanics and touches on recent developments
in particle physics and cosmology. The course is
intended for students whose primary interests lie
outside of the natural sciences and mathematics.
The mathematics used will be algebra and trigonometry. Prereq: none. Preferences: by seniority.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly
problem sets, quizzes, two midterms, and a final
exam, all with a significant quantitative component; weekly conference. SCSTR.
FALL LEC: MF 12:00-12:50

Spanish for Heritage Speakers: Introduction
to Latina/o Cultural Production (LATS209-II,
RLSP209-I)
This course focuses on the acquisition and improvement of critical communication and analytical skills in Spanish for use both in and outside of
the United States. We address all four of the primary language skills (listening, reading, writing, and
speaking), with particular attention to the unique
needs of students who have received a majority of
their exposure to the Spanish language in informal
or domestic environments. Prereq: none; however,
students who have completed the majority of their
formal education in a Spanish-speaking country
are not permitted to enroll in this course without
prior permission of the instructor. Preferences:
Latina/o Studies concentrators or Spanish majors
by seniority. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on student participation, grammar homework,
2 oral exams, and 3-4 written essays. P/F not
available. LATSC.

K. Ringer-Hilfinger

Spanish Phonetics and Phonology (RLSP210-I)
Linguistic study of the Spanish sound system.
Identify dialect differences, learn phonetic
transcription, practice native-like pronunciation.
Offered in Spanish. Prereq: RLSP 105, RLSP 106,
RLSP 199, RLSP 209 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: priority will be given to students
who have completed RLSP 105/106, RLSP 199,
RLSP 209. Rqmt/Eval: active participation in class
discussions, laboratory work, final research paper
and presentation. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

K. Ringer-Hilfinger

Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and
Religious Liberty: Conflicts in Law, Culture, and
Politics (HIST458-II, WGSS405-II, W)
Legal systems, political leaders, religious
groups, and social movements, have generated
and responded to conflicts and perceived conflicts
between religious freedom, gender equality,
and sexual rights in a variety of ways over the
past twenty-five years. This course will consider
these conflicts in a comparative context, and will
examine when, why, and how appeals to religion,
tradition and/or culture have been used to carve
out exceptions to otherwise generally applicable
laws. Prereq: none. Preferences: Women’s, Gender
and Sexuality Studies majors and History majors.
Rqmt/Eval: 20-page research paper, which students
will write after developing research proposal, composing annotated bibliography, and writing several
drafts in close consultation with professor and
in in-class workshops. P/F not available. HISTC,
HISTF, JLSTE.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

S. Dubow

Stage Lighting (THEA303-I)
A study of the art and techniques of stage
lighting. This class will provide instruction in the
basic physics of light and color; the use of angle,
intensity, color, texture and movement of light as
compositional tools; various kinds of stage lighting
instruments and their uses; conceptual development of a lighting design; translation of concept
into light plot and channel hookup; focusing
the plot in the theater; and writing cues. Prereq:
THEA 201 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
successful completion of weekly projects, thorough
technical understanding of a basic stage lighting
system, and performance on a final project; weekly
lab.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

N. Robin

Stars: From Suns to Black Holes (ASTR101-III)
What makes a star shine? For how long will the
Sun keep shining? What are black holes and how
can they form? The course gives special attention
to the exciting discoveries of the past few years.
We discuss how pulsars and black holes result
from the evolution of normal, massive stars and
how supermassive black holes lurk at the center of
galaxies and quasars. We will discuss the discovery
of planets around stars other than the Sun. 5 labs
and observing sessions with our 24-inch telescope.
Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on two hour tests, a final exam, an observing
portfolio, and laboratory reports.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

J. Pasachoff
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Stat Mechanics & Thermodynamics
(PHYS302-III, Q)
Macroscopic objects are made up of huge
numbers of fundamental particles interacting in
simple ways--obeying the Schrõdinger equation,
Newton’s and Coulomb’s Laws--and these objects
can be described by macroscopic properties like
temperature, pressure, magnetization, heat capacity, conductivity, etc. In this course we will develop
the tools of statistical physics, which will allow us
to predict the cooperative phenomena that emerge
in large ensembles of interacting particles. Prereq:
required: PHYS 201, PHYS/MATH 210 or MATH
209; recommended: PHYS 202, PHYS 301. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on weekly problem
sets, exams, and labs, all of which have a substantial quantitative component. BGNPE, MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

P. Majumder

Statistical Inference (STAT360-III, Q)
How do we estimate unknown parameters and
express the uncertainty we have in our estimate?
Is there an estimator that works best? Many topics
from Stat 201 such as random variables, the central
limit theorem, point and interval estimation and
hypotheses testing will be revisited and put on a
more rigorous mathematical footing. The focus
is on maximum likelihood estimators and their
properties. Bayesian and computer intensive resampling techniques (e.g., the bootstrap) will also be
considered. Prereq: MATH 150, MATH 250 and
STAT 201. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
problem sets and exams. P/F not available.
SPR LEC: TR 8:30-9:45

B. Klingenberg

Statistics and Data Analysis (STAT201-III, Q)
Statistics can be viewed as the art and science
of turning data into information. Real world
decision-making, whether in business or science is
often based on data and the perceived information
it contains. Sherlock Holmes, when prematurely
asked the merits of a case by Dr. Watson, snapped
back, “Data, data, data! I can’t make bricks
without clay.” In this course, we will study the
basic methods by which statisticians attempt to
extract information from data. Prereq: MATH
150 or equivalent; students without any calculus
background should consider STAT 101 instead.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily
on performance on quizzes and exams. BGNPR,
COGSR, ENVSM, PHLHS.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35, MR 1:10-2:25
B. Heggeseth, R. De Veaux
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50, MWF 10:00-10:50
B. Heggeseth

Statistics/Econometrics (ECON502-II)
This course focuses on basic methods of bringing
economic theory and data together to provide empirical guidance for policy formulation, including
use of computers in econometric analysis. This
course covers techniques of econometric analysis
using a moderate level of mathematical exposition.
Prereq: admission depends on previous background in statistics and mathematics. Preferences:
limited to CDE students. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets,
midterm and final exam.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

Statistics/Econometrics: Advanced Section
(ECON503-II)
The course introduces students to the statistical
methods used by economists, including those
studying policy questions. The focus is on applications. Students will also work with Stata, a software
widely used by economists. Prereq: admission
depends on previous background in statistics
and mathematics. Preferences: limited to CDE
students. Rqmt/Eval: problem sets, midterm exam,
and a final.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

150

L. Shore-Sheppard

A. Swamy

Structural Geology (GEOS301-III, Q)
The structure of the Earth’s crust is constantly
changing and the rocks making up the crust must
deform to accommodate these changes. Rock
deformation occurs over many scales ranging from
individual mineral grains to mountain belts. This
course deals with the geometric description of
structures, stress and strain analysis, deformation
mechanisms in rocks, and the large scale forces responsible for crustal deformation. The laboratories
cover geologic maps and cross sections, folds and
faults, stereonet analysis, field techniques, strain,
and stress. Prereq: GEOS 101, 102, or 103, or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Geosciences
majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
weekly laboratory exercises, problem sets, a midterm exam, and a final exam; many of the labs and
problem sets use geometry, algebra, and several
projection techniques to solve common problems
in structural geology. P/F not available.
FALL LEC: MW 11:00-12:15

P. Karabinos

Studies in European Cinema (COMP310-I,
ENGL310-I)
A study of the foundations of contemporary European cinema in a wide range of landmark films,
styles, and movements from 1920-1975: German
expressionism and Soviet montage in silent films
of the 1920s, Italian neorealism in the 1940s, the
insurrectionary and innovative films of the French
New Wave and German New Wave in the 1960s
and 1970s. Films by Wiene, Murnau, Lang, Eisenstein, Vertov, Dreyer, Renoir, Carné, Rossellini,
Truffaut, Godard, Bergman, Fellini, Herzog, Fassbinder, and Tarkovsky. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/
Eval: regular class participation, two 5- to 7-page
papers, and a final examination. ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Suspicious Mind (ENGL334-I)
A course on suspicious and non-suspicious
modes of reading, and on literature’s capacity to
reflect on the hiddenness of its own meaning. Our
texts will include James’s The Turn of the Screw and
The Ambassadors, Conrad’s The Heart of Darkness,
Poe’s The Purloined Letter, Melville’s Benito Cereno,
Isherwood’s A Single Man, and Murakami’s IQ84;
the paintings of Mark Bradford and Mark Rothko;
and the films of Alfred Hitchcock (Rope), Michael
Haneke (The White Ribbon), and Tom Ford (A
Single Man). Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or
a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam; or consent of instructor. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval: students will be evaluated
on their attendance and active participation in
class discussion, submissions to an online forum,
and two essays (8-10 pages). ENGLCR.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

S. Best

Swahili (CRSW201-I)
Elementary Swahili. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department.
FALL LEC: TBA

J. Canova

Swahili (CRSW202-I)
Elementary Swahili. Prereq: sophomore or
higher standing and application to the Critical
Language Department.
SPR LEC: TBA

J. Canova

S. Tifft

151

Symbols and Society (SOC232-II)
Human beings, as Kenneth Burke put it, are
“symbol-using, symbol-making, and symbol-misusing” animals. This course will examine the role
of symbols and symbolism in modern society,
exploring how words, gestures, images, and icons
give shape and form to social life. The first half of
the course will provide a broad introduction to the
sociological study of symbols. In the second half of
the course, we will pay particular attention to the
role that symbols play in politics and nationhood.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology and
Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: active participation,
weekly reading responses, a midterm exam, and a
final paper with class presentation.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

C. Simko

Tax Policy in Emerging Markets (ECON389-II,
ECON514-II, Q)
The economics of tax policy, with emphasis
on the particular challenges facing developing
and transition economies. What are the effects
of taxes on economic efficiency and equity? How
are major types of taxes designed, how do they
affect incentives, what is the empirical evidence
on their effects, and what are the pros and cons
of various options for reform? What can be done
to reduce tax evasion and improve the quality of
tax administration in developing and transition
economies? Prereq: one public economics course
or microeconomics course (ECON 504 or ECON
110), and one empirical methods course (POEC
253 or ECON 255, 502, or 503); students who have
previously taken ECON 351 will not be enrolled.
Preferences: CDE students, but undergraduates
with the prerequisites are welcome. Rqmt/Eval:
midterm exam, problem sets, two 7- to 10-page
essays. POECPP, POECIN.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Synthetic Organic Chemistry (CHEM342-III,
W)
The origins of organic chemistry are to be
found in the chemistry of living things and the
emphasis of this course is on the chemistry of
naturally-occurring compounds. This course
presents the logic and practice of chemical total
synthesis while stressing the structures, properties
and preparations of terpenes, polyketides and
alkaloids. Modern synthetic reactions are surveyed
with an emphasis on the stereochemical and
mechanistic themes that underlie them. Prereq:
CHEM 251/255. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation is based on
problem sets, midterm exams, laboratory work, a
final project, and class participation. BIMOE.
SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

T. Smith

Technology, Culture and Society (SOC330-II,
SCST330-II)
An introduction to major trajectories of theory
and empirical research in the sociology and history
of technology: the Social Construction of Technology (SCOT), Large Scale Technological Systems
(LTS), Actor-Network Theory (ANT), and cultural
studies of technoscience broadly. Students will also
become acquainted with a number of philosophical positions on technology: instrumentalist,
Marxist, cultural/ substantivist, humanist and
posthumanist. Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly
discussion precis, class presentations, a midterm
essay and final paper. P/F not available.
SPR SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45
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J. Bakija

G. Shoffstall

The Actor’s Instrument (THEA205-I)
Building on the Stanislavski-based imagination
and characterization skills cultivated in Acting
I, this course will focus on developing the actor’s
physical instrument, ensemble awareness and
composition skills to stage scenes from plays that
use hightened language. As the poetic body and
awareness of each other expands, students will
work individually and in groups to apply their
newfound physicality and perceptions to classical,
neoclassical and modern texts. Prereq: THEA 101,
THEA 103 or, for students with significant prior
theatrical experience, permission of instructor.
Preferences: students intending to major in
Theatre. Rqmt/Eval: attendance (40%), degree of
committed participation, preparation in exercises
and performance (40%), process writing (midterm
and final) (20%).
FALL STU: TF 1:10-3:50

K. Steele

The American Renaissance (AMST338-II,
ENGL338-I)
“The American Renaissance” keeps expanding. It once centered on radically optimistic New
Englanders known to each other just before the
Civil War (like Emerson, Thoreau, and Whitman)
and their negative acquaintances, like Hawthorne
and Melville; it now includes writers unknown to
them (Dickinson), from other regions (Poe) or
historical contexts (Harriet Jacobs). The explosive
cultural energy was provided by Puritan optimism
and its shadow, Jacksonian democracy, slavery, and
political crisis. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course,
or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam,
or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: English majors, American
Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: 3 papers totaling about
15 pages; class participation. AMSTA, ENGLB.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Limon

The Art of Poetry (ENGL205-I)
This course will explore the particular pleasures
and excitements of poetry. We will raise such
questions as, How is poetry different from prose?
Can we ever determine the “true” meaning of any
poem? Can we reasonable argue that some poems
are good and some are bad? How is our reading
of a poem affected by what we know about the
author, or the historical moment when the poem
was composed, or the shape of the book in which
it first appeared? How, finally, does a poem mean?
Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score of 5 on
the AP English Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7
on the Higher Level IB English exam. Preferences:
first-year students who have placed out of a 100level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: two papers (5-8
pages appx), and 6 short pieces of critical writing
equals two thirds of final grade; several creative
exercises and class participation equals one third.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

L. Raab

The Art of Presidential Leadership
(LEAD402-II)
In this seminar, we will focus on the leadership
skills, strategies, successes and failures of some of
the greatest American presidents--Washington,
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, FDR, Reagan--as
well as some of the most controversial--LBJ and
Nixon. What were their goals? How did they
mobilize followers and connect with them? Were
they transactional leaders--or transformational
ones? We will use the Proquest data base of historical newspapers to study history as it was being
made. Prereq: LEAD 125 or permission of instructor. Preferences: Leadership Studies concentrators
and students with background in American history
and Political Science. Rqmt/Eval: three papers
and several class presentations. P/F not available.
LEADS, LEADM.
FALL SEM: W 1:00-4:00

S. Dunn
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The Art of the Long Story (ENGL232-I, W)
Long stories (over 35 pages) at their best combine a novel’s richness and depth with a story’s
shapeliness and concision. In this course, intended
for students with a serious interest in writing, and
in examining fiction from a writer’s point of view,
we’ll study a variety of long stories (James Baldwin,
Alice Munro, David Foster Wallace and others)
and examine their craft elements. We’ll also read
Francine Prose’s Reading Like a Writer and James
Woods’s How Fiction Works. Prereq: a 100-level
ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP English
Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher
Level IB English exam. Preferences: students
interested in writing fiction. Rqmt/Eval: regular
attendance, active participation in class discussion,
weekly 1- to 2-page response papers, and one
longer (5- to 7-page) paper. P/F not available.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
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FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. Rodriguez

A. Barrett

The Beauty of Numbers (MATH113-III, Q)
Number Theory is one of the oldest branches
of mathematics, yet it’s the reason our credit card
information remains safe online. In this course,
we will discover the beauty and usefulness of
numbers, from ancient Greece to modern cryptography. We will look for patterns, make conjectures,
and learn how to prove these conjectures. Starting
with nothing more than basic high school algebra,
we will develop the logic and critical thinking skills
required to realize and prove mathematical results.
Prereq: MATH 102 (or demonstrated proficiency
on a diagnostic test) or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based primarily on
projects, homework assignments, and exams.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

The Brazilian Avant-garde of the 1960s
(ARTH271-I, W)
Experimental practices in Brazil during the
1960s had extensive effects, sparking debates still
relevant in contemporary art. This course centers
on the case study of Brazil to analyze postwar
cultural developments and the notion of the
“avant-garde.” We will begin with an introductory
overview of the history of the avant-garde. Then,
through close analyses of radical artworks and
films from 1960s Brazil, we will expand its scope
to render a richer view of artistic innovation in
the postwar era. Prereq: none. Preferences: none.
Rqmt/Eval: three 3-page papers, two 5-page
papers, weekly assignments. P/F not available.
ARTH16+.

A. Pacelli

The Cell (BIOL101-III)
This course provides an introduction to cellular
and molecular aspects of modern biology. It
explains the development of cell structure and
function as a consequence of evolutionary processes, and it stresses the dynamic properties of living
systems. Topics considered include biological
molecules and enzyme action, membrane structure
and function, energy exchange and design of
metabolic systems, expression of genetic information, cell signalling, cell trafficking, the cell cycle,
and cancer. Prereq: none. Preferences: first year
students. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
hour tests, a final exam, lab reports, discussion assignments, and discussion participation. BIMOR,
MTSCE, NSCIR.
FALL LEC: TR 8:30-9:45, TR 9:55-11:10,
MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 11:00-11:50
T. Lebestky, A. Engel, D. Lynch

The Empowered Object (ARTS322-I)
This tutorial will have students explore the use
of the “found object” in their creative endeavors
in a meaningful way. They will have the freedom
to choose which medium will convey their ideas
most effectively. They include, but are not limited
to: sculpture, painting, drawing, photography,
printmaking and video. For example, within the
investigation of the “found object,” projects could
include: still life painting, collage, 3-D assemblage,
etc. Prereq: any 200-level art course in the area
that you are planning to work that is housed solely
in the studio wing of the art department. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation is based on the conceptual and
technical quality of the work, as well as the level
of participation in the tutorial meetings. P/F not
available.
FALL TUT: T 1:10-3:50

A. Podmore

The Enemies of Impressionism, 1870-1900
(ARTH404-I, ARTH552-I)
This class explores French and European
painting and sculpture of the last quarter of the
nineteenth-century, particularly the work of artists
once famous in their day but whose reputations
collapsed with the rise of Impressionism and
Modernism. Attention to aesthetic theory, pictorial
narrative, and the formation of artistic taste. Artists include Gerome, Bouguereau, and Alma-Tadema. Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors. Rqmt/Eval:
annotated bibliography, midterm, and research
paper. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: T 9:55-12:35

M. Gotlieb

The Ethics of Fiction (ENGL116-I, W)
Can made up stories actually be bad for you?
(Plato seems to have thought so.) Conversely, can
they do you any good, even transform your vision
of what it means to be good? Can reading fiction,
that is, shape your moral character? Or is literature
really just entertainment, however sophisticated
and intellectually challenging? In this course, we
will explore questions like these about the ethics
of fiction, questions that have inspired some practitioners of the art to make claims such as: “Surely
one of the novel’s habitual aims is to articulate
morality, to sharpen the reader’s sense of vice
and virtue” (John Updike); “You write in order to
change the world...and if you alter, even by a millimeter, the way a person looks at reality, then you
can change it” (James Baldwin); “...a writer [is] as
an architect of the soul” (Doris Lessing); “Naturally
you’re aware that bad art can finally cripple a man”
(Saul Bellow). Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year
students who have not taken or placed out of a
100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation and five papers totaling 20 pages.
FALL SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50,
MWF 12:00-12:50
SPR SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

B. Rhie
B. Rhie

The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings
of Equality (HIST152-II, WGSS152-II, D, W)
For more than a century, the 14th Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution has served as the principal
touchstone for legal debates over the meaning of
equality and freedom in the United States. This
course explores the origins of the 14th Amendment in the years immediately following the Civil
War, and examines the evolution of that amendment’s meaning in the century that followed.
Central themes in this course include the contested
interpretations of “due process,” “privileges and
immunities,” “equal protection,” and “life, liberty or
property”; the rise, fall, and rebirth of substantive
due process; and the battles over incorporating the
Bill of Rights into the 14th Amendment. Prereq:
first-year or sophomore standing; juniors or
seniors with permission of instructor. Preferences:
first-year students, and then sophomores who have
not previously taken a 100-level seminar. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on class discussion,
three short analytical papers, and a final research
paper. AMSTO, HISTF, JLSTI.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

S. Dubow
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The Geo-Politics of Energy (PSCI323-II, W)
This course examines how energy shapes world
politics, covering historical events like the 1973 oil
embargo as well as contemporary issues, such as
the potential for great power rivalry in the Middle
East, the political significance of the U.S. energy
boom, and how Russia’s dominance of European
natural gas might translate into political influence.
These and other topics are examined using theories
of resource conflict, economic interdependence,
political coercion, and petro-aggression. Prereq:
at least one course in international relations,
preferably PSCI 202, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: junior and senior Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, oral presentation, 2 or 3 short writing exercises (3-5 pages),
and a 15-page research paper. P/F not available.
POECIN, PSCIIR, PSCIRE.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

R. Kelanic

The Global Avant Garde in Literature and Film
(COMP351-I, ENGL352-I, D)
Chic, sophisticated, experimental, bohemian,
radical: the words we think of when we think of
experimental modernism call to mind the great
cities of Europe and America in the early twentieth
century, but many artists of the avant garde
claimed to be mining the naïve arts and primitive
energies of the “uncivilized societies” in Africa,
Asia, and beyond. In this course we will work to
recover these others, and locate a different genealogy for experimentalism, modernism, and the
avant garde. Prereq: a 100 level English course, or
a score of 5 on the AP Exam in English Literature
or a 6 or 7 on the International Baccalaureate.
Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval: weekly
discussion questions, one short provocation paper
of 2-3 pages or a creative project, presentation, and
a research paper of 10-12 pages. ASAMR, ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

A. Raza Kolb

The Good Life in Greek and Roman Ethics
(CLAS306-I, PHIL306-II, W)
Most thoughtful human beings spend a good
deal of time musing about how we ought to live
and about what counts as a good life for a human
being. The philosophers of ancient Greece and
Rome were among the first thinkers to develop
rigorous arguments in response to such musings.
Much of the moral philosophy produced in Greece
and Rome remains as relevant today as when it
was written. In this course, we will examine some
central texts in ancient Greek and Roman moral
philosophy. Prereqs: none. Preferences: juniors
& seniors & students who can demonstrate an
interest in the subject matter of the class; there will
not be any preference purely on the basis of major;
final selection for the course will be made on the
basis of an interview with the instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: several short response pieces. A final paper of
10-15 pages. P/F not available. PHILH.
SPR SEM: M 5:00-9:00

The Great War, 1914-1918 (HIST135-II,
LEAD135-II, W)
During the nineteenth and early twentieth
century Europeans and their immediate offspring
created the modern world. European industry,
science, trade, weapons, and culture dominated
the globe. After a century of general peace the continual “progress” of Western Civilization seemed
assured. Then, in August, 1914, the major European powers went to war with one another. After
four years of unprecedented carnage, violence, and
destruction, Europe was left exhausted and bitter,
its previous optimism replaced by pessimism, its
world position undermined, and its future clouded
by a deeply flawed peace settlement. Prereq: firstyear or sophomore standing; juniors or seniors
with permission of instructor. Preferences: firstyear students, and then sophomores, who have not
previously taken a 100-level tutorial. Rqmt/Eval:
paper or critique every week. P/F not available.
HISTC.
SPR TUT: TBA
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K. McPartland

J. Wood

The Historical Novel (COMP403-I, ENGL402-I)
Setting a novel in a prior time period risks
estranging a reader, yet the genre has roused
intense critical debate, aesthetic daring, and
readers’ devotion. We will explore the multifarious
uses of a historical past in novels by Madame de
Lafayette, Scott, M. Shelley, Dickens, Eliot, Woolf,
Morrison and Vollman, considering the aesthetic
and political experiments they have spawned in
context of sustained critical engagements with the
genre by thinkers from Lukacs to Moretti. Prereq:
a 300-level ENGL course or permission of instructor. Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval: one
5- and one 15-page paper. ENGLCR, ENGLB.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

A. Sokolsky

The History of American Capitalism
(AMST218-II, HIST291-II, LEAD220-II)
This course surveys the history of American
capitalism from the 17th century to the present.
Organized around the twin themes of growth and
inequality, it charts how a relatively minor group
of colonies developed into a world economic superpower, and how this transformation has shaped
how Americans have lived and worked. Students
should note that this course employs primarily
qualitative modes of analysis; course work in economics is not presumed. Prereq: none. Preferences:
leadership studies and american studies concentrators; history majors. Rqmt/Eval: term paper (8-10
pages), midterm and final in-class exams. HISTF.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

M. Williams

The Industrial Animal (ENVI233-II)
This class is inspired by a January 2015 New
York Times exposé written by the food journalist
Michael Moss. “At a remote research center on the
Nebraska plains,” he wrote, “scientists are using
surgery and breeding techniques to re-engineer
the farm animal to fit the needs of the 21st-century
meat industry. The potential benefits are huge: animals that produce more offspring, yield more meat
and cost less to raise. There are, however, some
complications.” There are always complications.
Prereq: none. Preferences: Environmental Policy
& Environmental Science majors; Environmental
Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: midterm and
final exam; papers. ENVIP, ENVPA, ENVPTA,
ENVPSA, PHLHN.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

A. Romero

The International Politics of East Asia
(PSCI265-II)
This course examines the political, economic,
and cultural determinants of conflict and cooperation in East Asia. Throughout the semester, we will
examine three distinct but inter-related aspects of
international relations in East Asia: Security, economy, and culture by using some core concepts and
theoretical arguments widely accepted in the study
of international relations. We will engage some
of the central questions and issues in the current
debate on East Asia. Prereq: none. Preferences:
Political Science and Asian Studies majors. Rqmt/
Eval: midterm exam, team debate, take-home final
exam, class participation and other assignments.
ASSTE, POECIN, PSCIIR.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

G. Crane
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The Kingdom of God and Social Change
(REL204-II)
Is the Kingdom of God good for human society?
Rooted in biblical studies, this interdisciplinary
course engages political philosophy, sociology,
gender studies, and the arts, and explores the
Kingdom of God, a concept or vision central to the
movement centered around Jesus. We will examine
this concept in the Jewish and Christian Bible,
in the history of Christian thought and practice,
in feminist interpretations of Mary Magdalene,
and in historic and contemporary movements for
social change. Prereq: none. Preferences: Religion
majors and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: participation,
weekly posting, two analytical essays, one multimedia group project.

The Love of Literature (ENGL246-I)
If love “makes the world go ‘round,’” literature
is the key to understanding this world-formative
passion. From the philosophical love extolled in
Plato’s dramatic dialogue The Symposium to the
literarily induced lust of Flaubert’s Madame Bovary
and beyond, this seminar will examine how love,
like literature, reflects changes in the ways that
human beings relate to one another, to themselves,
and to the world in which they live. Authors may
include Augustine, Wordsworth, Woolf, and Mann
Prereq: none. Preferences: those interested in
majoring in English. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based
on three papers of 4, 6, and 8 pages; a presentation
and participation.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

W. Johnston

SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35 M. Johnson-DeBaufre

The Language of Film Music (MUS149-I)
Filmmakers have relied on music from the
earliest days of silent movies (often accompanied
by live musical performance) to our present age of
slickly-produced YouTube videos. Along the way,
trends have arisen (and have been artfully thwarted) in countless film scores, whether constructed
from preexisting works or specially crafted by
composers like Max Steiner, Bernard Herrmann,
John Williams, James Horner, Alexandre Desplat,
or Björk. In this class, we will look at and listen
to films from. Prereq: none. Preferences: given to
juniors and seniors. Rqmt/Eval: assignments, midterm, final; midterm and final also will also involve
viewing/listening. P/F not available. MUSA.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25
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Z. Wadsworth

The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe
(HIST434-II, JWST434-II)
In the first half of the semester, in discussions of
common readings, this seminar examines various
interpretations of Jews’ diasporic existence from
the nineteenth century to the present, both as a
cultural practice and a form of group identity from
which political claims have been made. Throughout the second half of the semester, students will
conduct independent archival research on some
aspect of the history of the Jewish diaspora that
will culminate in a 20-page paper. Prereq: none.
Preferences: History majors and Jewish Studies
concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on class participation, several short papers, oral
presentations, and a 20-page research paper. P/F
not available. HISTC, JWSTA, JWSTC.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

A. Garbarini

The Modern Middle East (ARAB207-II,
GBST101-II, HIST207-II, JWST217-II,
LEAD207-II, REL239-II, D)
This survey addresses the main religious, political and cultural trends in the modern Middle East.
Topics to be covered include the cultural diversity
of the Middle East, relations with Great Powers,
the impact of imperialism, the challenge of modernity, the creation of nation states and nationalist
ideologies, the discovery of oil, radical religious
groups, status of women, and war and peace. Key
events include Arab-Israeli conflict, Persian Gulf
wars, Iranian Revolution, and the Arab Spring.
Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences: completion
of course admission survey if overenrolled. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on participation, 2
short papers, quizzes, midterm and final exam.
ARABE, GBSTME, HISTE, JWSTE.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15 M. Bernhardsson

The Nature of Narrative (COMP111-I,
ENGL120-I, W)
This course focuses on the nature and function
of narrative using a wide range of texts from different traditions and genres. We will analyze the ways
in which some of the world’s best works of fiction,
as well as other types of writing such as articles and
blogs, make use of narrative to communicate their
concerns, and we will accompany the readings
with a few pertinent theoretical texts. Prereq:
none. Preferences: students considering a major
in Comparative Literature and who have studied
a foreign language. Rqmt/Eval: meaningful class
participation, two short papers, and a final paper
of l0 pages, which will consist of a draft and a final
version. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

L. Rouhi

The Nature of the Universe (ASTR330-III)
This course is a journey through space and time
from the first 10-43 seconds to the ultimate fate of
the Universe billions of years in the future. Topics
include inflation, conditions during the first three
minutes, creation of the elements, stellar and giant
black holes, the Big Bang and its remnant cosmic
background radiation, relativity, galaxies and
quasars, the large scale structure of the Universe.
We will explore current ideas about the future of
the Universe, in particular the acceleration of the
Universe’s expansion, and its implications for the
end of time. Prereq: none; open only to juniors and
seniors; closed to students who have taken or are
taking ASTR 104, and closed to ASTR, ASPH, or
PHYS majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based
on two hour tests, a small observing portfolio,
occasional quizzes, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

M. Demianski

The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin
America (PSCI351-II, W)
We seek to understand the recent resurgence
of the political left in Latin America, the ideas
and character of its protagonists, the neoliberal
policies and philosophy it opposes, and the arena
of democratic politics it now inhabits. Materials
include polemics, biographies, political history,
and political economy. We look closely at Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil, and other countries.
We take on explanations for the rise of the Left and
assessments of its performance in government.
Prereq: a course on Latin America and a course in
ECON, or permission of instructor. Preferences:
Political Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: three short
essays, a 1-page reflection paper, and a 12-page
research proposal. GBSTLA, POECPP, PSCICP,
PSCIRE.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

J. Mahon
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The Nineteenth-Century British Novel
(ENGL333-I, WGSS333-II)
Austen, Dickens, Brontes, Eliot, and more: a
study of great works from the time when British
fiction became the master genre of its age: one
that aimed to represent everything from intimate
thoughts and feelings to love, class, the city,
shopping, sexuality, bureaucracy, social bonds, industrialization, nationalism, even modernity itself.
We will explore the scope of the 19C British novel’s
jaw-dropping representational aspirations and the
scale and power of its results. Prereq: a 100-level
ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP English
Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher
Level IB English exam, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval: 2 papers,
a series of shorter response papers, regular and
substantial contributions to class discussion. P/F
not available. ENGLB.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
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SPR LEC: TR 9:55-11:10, MWF 11:00-11:50
R. Savage, C. Ting

A. Case

The Novel in Theory (COMP239-I, ENGL240-I,
W)
An introduction to the different ways that literary critics have attempted to give a literary genre as
loose, baggy, miscellaneous, and altogether hardto-pin down as the novel a theoretical framework,
to understand how the genre developed and how
it functions. We will use two or three novels as
a means of testing out a range of representative
works of novel theory. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL
course, or a score of 5 on the AP English Literature
exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB
English exam. Preferences: sophomores and firstyear students who have not yet taken an ENGL
Gateway course. Rqmt/Eval: 4-5 papers totaling
about 20 pages; regular, substantial, and intensive
participation in class. ENGLCR, ENGLG, ENGLB.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

The Organism (BIOL102-III)
The Organism focuses upon the developmental,
genomic, and evolutionary processes that have
given rise to a wide diversity of multicellular
organisms observed in our natural world. We
consider many levels of biological organization,
from molecular and cellular to individuals and
populations in our examination of evolutionary
concepts. Readings are drawn from a variety of
sources, including the recent primary literature.
Prereq: BIOL 101 or permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on hour tests,
a final exam, three lab reports, and problem sets.
BIMOR, ENVSBB.

A. Case

The People’s Republic: China since 1949
(ASST313-II, HIST313-II)
A seminar on the six decades of the history
of the People’s Republic of China from 1949
to the present. We will examine the multiple
political, economic, social, and cultural factors
that contributed to the idealism of the “golden
age” of Communist Party leadership (1949-65),
the political violence of the Cultural Revolution
(1966-1976), the transformations of the Reform
Era (1978-present) and the motors of change in
China today. Prereq: none (HIST 213 recommended). Preferences: junior and senior History and
Asian Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will
be based on active class participation, several short
papers and a final research paper. HISTB.
SPR SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

A. Reinhardt

The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon
(AFR360-II, LEAD360-II, PHIL360-II,
PSCI370-II, W)
Martinican psychiatrist, philosopher, and revolutionary Frantz Fanon was among the leading critical theorists and Africana thinkers of the twentieth
century. Fanon ushered in the decolonial turn in
critical theory, a move calling on those both within
and outside of Europe to challenge the coloniality
of the age and to forge a new vision of politics in
the postcolonial period. This course is an advanced
seminar devoted to a comprehensive examination of Fanon’s political thought. Prereq: none.
Preferences: Africana Studies concentrators. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based upon attendance
and participation, weekly online reading response
papers, a class presentation, two 7-page essays, and
one 20-page final research paper. AFRC, AMSTO,
AMSTC.
FALL SEM: MW 11:00-12:15

SPR SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

D. Traven

N. Roberts

The Politics of Higher Education and American
Political Development (PSCI381-II)
This seminar examines the public and private
functions of the university in American life and
considers how developments in institutional
purpose are indicative of broader national priorities--a reflection of, and response to, shifting
political climates in the United States. We will
rely upon a variety of source materials that reflect
the perspectives of both on-campus stakeholders
and off-campus constituent groups that set the
nation’s higher education policy agenda. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Political Science majors. Rqmt/
Eval: papers, participation, exam. P/F not available.
PSCIAP.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

The Politics of Human Rights (PSCI321-II)
In this course, we examine the politics of human
rights in international relations. We begin by
considering whether human rights reflect universal
moral values or whether they are culturally relative, and we consider how differing conceptions of
human rights generate tensions between societies
in international politics. The course then delves
more deeply into specific facets of the history and
practice of the international politics of human
rights. Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science
majors, seniors, juniors. Rqmt/Eval: papers, participation, exam. PSCIIR.

The Qur’an and Literature (ARAB235-I,
COMP235-I, REL235-II)
This course explores the relationship between the
Qur’an and literature from different perspectives.
We first examine Qur’anic stylistics through
primary readings in translation and scholarship
on the question of whether the Qur’an is literature.
We then turn to the classical discourse on Qur’anic
inimitability, with an emphasis on stylistic/rhetorical inimitability and its relationship to Arabic
literary theory. Finally, we will read later literature
that takes up Qur’anic themes and language.
Prereqs: none. Preferences: Comparative Literature
majors, Arabic Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: 2
papers (5-7 pp., 8-10 pp.), short response papers,
class participation.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

R. Friedman

J. Yesnowitz
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The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of
Leaders (HIST354-II, LEAD285-II, PSCI285-II)
The American Revolution produced a galaxy of
brilliant, creative and courageous military leaders
and statesmen: Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Madison, Adams. In this seminar, we will focus
on their ideas, for they were thinking revolutionaries. We will study in depth their superb writings,
their letters and speeches as well as Madison’s and
Hamilton’s Federalist essays. We will also read
recent interpretations of the founding generation
by Gordon Wood, Joseph Ellis, and others. Prereq:
none; courses in Leadership Studies or Political
Theory or early American History are very helpful
for admission to this seminar. Preferences: students with a background in American History or
Political Science. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on
three papers, several class presentations, and active
participation in all discussions. P/F not available.
HISTF, HISTP, LEADS, LEADM.
FALL SEM: T 1:00-4:00
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SPR LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

W. Wagner

S. Dunn

The Rise and Fall of Civilizations (ANTH214-II,
ENVI224-II)
Over the centuries, philosophers and historians
have asked how societies evolved from simple
hunter-gatherer bands to complex urban civilizations. Human prehistory and history have shown
the repeated cycles of the rise, expansion and collapse of early civilizations in both the Old and New
World. What do the similarities and differences
in the development of these first civilizations tell
us about the nature of societal change, civilization
and the state, and human society itself? Prereq:
none. Rqmt/Eval: midterm, final exam, paper, two
quizzes. ENVIH.
FALL LEC: TF 1:10-2:25

The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
(HIST241-II, LEAD241-II)
The October Revolution of 1917 brought to
power in the former Russian Empire a political
party committed to the socialist transformation
of society, culture, the economy, and human
consciousness. Less than 75 years later, the experiment ended in failure with the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991. This course will explore the
historical significance of the Soviet experiment and
the forces, processes, and personalities that shaped
the formation, transformation, and collapse of the
Soviet Union. Prereq: none; open to all. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation, a
map quiz, several short papers based on class readings, and a final self-scheduled exam. GBSTRE,
HISTC, LEADM.

A. Foias

The Roosevelt Style of Leadership (HIST358-II,
LEAD325-II)
In this seminar, we will study the political and
moral leadership of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. The three Roosevelts transformed
and expanded the role of government in American
society, bringing about fundamental and lasting
change. What were their leadership strategies
and styles? How did TR and FDR differ in their
approaches to leadership? Were TR’s “Square
Deal” and FDR’s “New Deal” similar? How did Dr.
New Deal become Dr. Win-the-War? Was Eleanor
a moral leader? Prereq: LEAD 125 or permission
of instructor. Preferences: Leadership Studies
concentrators and students with a background
in American history and Political Science. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation based on participation in class
discussions, oral reports, two research papers. P/F
not available. HISTF.
SPR SEM: T 1:00-4:00

S. Dunn

The Saint and the Countess: Lost Voices of
Medieval Women (MUS261-I, WGSS261-II, W)
Very few female voices from the Middle Ages
are audible today; most of the music, poetry, and
other writings that survives reveals the creativity
and expresses the attitudes of men. This course
will explore the experiences and viewpoints of medieval women through the lens of the poetry and
songs of two exceptional 12th-century figures: the
German abbess Hildegard of Bingen, whose long
and immensely productive life was shaped by the
requirements of monastic culture; and the French
Countess of Dia in Provence, whose elusive life
and works exemplify the dynamics of aristocratic
court culture. Prereq: none. Preferences: current or
prospective Music and Women’s Gender & Sexuality Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation based on
several short papers and presentations, and a final
project and presentation. P/F not available. MUSA.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

SPR TUT: TBA

J. Wood

J. Bloxam

The Scope of Anthropology (ANTH101-II, D)
Human beings are distinguished by their exceptional capacity for making and using symbols, for
constructing meanings, beliefs, and values, and for
giving them durable form in everyday practice and
institutional expressions. In other words, we are
very much what our cultures make us. This course
introduces the discipline of Cultural Anthropology,
which takes as it’s mission “the enlargement of the
universe of human discourse” by examining the
diversity of human cultures and societies. Prereq:
first-year students and sophomores. Preferences:
first-year students and sophomores; juniors and
seniors admitted only by permission of instructor.
Rqmt/Eval: two short essays, a final examination
and class participation.
FALL LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

The Second World War: Origins, Course,
Outcomes, and Meaning (HIST487-II, W)
1991 marked the fiftieth anniversaries of the
Nazi invasion of Russia and the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor. Though war had come to Europe
as early as 1939, when Germany invaded Poland,
after 1941 the war became a truly global conflict
of unprecedented extent, ferocity, and destructiveness. As late as 1943 it still appeared that the Axis
powers might win the war. But, by the end of the
1945, the bombed-out ruins of Germany and Japan
were occupied by the Allies, who were preparing
to put the surviving Axis leaders and generals
on trial for war crimes. Prereq: none; open to all.
Rqmt/Eval: weekly essays and critiques and a final
written exercise. P/F not available. HISTC.

P. Just
J. Lee

The Socio-Techno Web (CSCI102-III, Q)
This course introduces many fundamental
concepts in computer science by examining the
social aspects of computing. As more people use
the services available via the Internet, online environments like Facebook, Amazon, Google, and
Twitter are flourishing. However, problems related
to security, privacy, and trust become amplified
in the virtual world created by the ubiquity of
the Internet. We study the design of networks to
shed light on how the social and technological
worlds are connected. Prereqs: none. Preferences:
first-year students and sophomores who have
not previously taken a computer science course.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on tutorial
discussions, presentations, problem sets and labs,
a midterm exam, and a final project or paper. P/F
not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

J. Albrecht
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The Spanish Labyrinth (RLSP201-I)
Do Spaniards really dance flamenco and have
dinner at 10:00 pm? Does everyone in Barcelona
speak Catalan? How can you learn to separate
the stereotypical images of Spain from reality?
Is there really one “Spain”, or is the country a
complex composite of ancient and diverse cultural
remnants mixed with recent influxes? How has the
vulnerable peninsula survived centuries of violent
upheavals and divisiveness; dramatic economic
rises and collapses? Prereq: RLSP 105, permission
of instructor. Preferences: Spanish majors and
certificate candidates. Rqmt/Eval: active participation in class discussions, oral presentations, short
writing assignments, a midterm and a final essay.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

S. Fox

The Suburbs (AMST490-II, ENVI491-II,
HIST491-II, W)
The suburbs transformed the United States.
They altered residential geography (especially in
terms of race), consumer behavior, governmental
policies, cultural norms, societal connections, and
Americans’ relationship to nature. This tutorial
will explore the rich historical literature that has
emerged over the last 20 years to give students a
history of the suburbs, to see the `burbs as more
than simply collections of houses that drew individual homeowners who wanted to leave urban
areas. Prereq: none. Preferences: History majors
and students with previous coursework in History.
Rqmt/Eval: typical tutorial format; every other
week, students will write and present orally a 5- to
7-page essay on the assigned readings; on alternate
weeks, students will write a 2-page critique. P/F
not available. AMSTP, HISTF.
SPR TUT: TBA

The Subject of Empire: Race, Gender and Power
in the Colonial Era (RLSP308-I, D)
This class studies Latin American literature of
the colonial era (1492-1898) from the perspective
of the constitution of the subject: the autobiographical ‘yo’ that is both the subject of discourse
and the object of sovereign power. Our readings
will include the most outstanding texts of the
group collectively known as the Chronicles of the
Conquest--the letters of Christopher Columbus
and Hernán Cortés and Bernal Díaz del Castillo’s
True History of the Conquest of New Spain, among
others--whose authors endeavor to establish their
historical authority and legitimate their actions
before the Spanish king. Prereq: RLSP 200, 204,
LATS/RLSP 209 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: Spanish majors. Rqmt/Eval: one short
(7-page) paper, one longer (15-20 page) paper, proposal, bibliography, discussion-leading. GBSTLA.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50
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J. French

K. Merrill

The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues
(BIOL134-III, ENVI134-III, D)
Intended for the non-scientist, this course
explores the biological dimensions of social issues
in tropical societies, and focuses on specifically
on the peoples and cultures of tropical regions
in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Oceanea, and the
Caribbean. We cover how biology informs issues
that are prominent on a global scale and relate to
current policies that deal with biodiversity, populations, diseases, agriculture and global climate
change. Prereq: none. Preferences: seniors, juniors,
sophomores, and first-year students--in that order.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on two hour
exams, a short paper, panel preparation, and a
final exam. ENVIN, ENVSBB, GBSTAS, PHLHD,
SCSTE.
SPR LEC: MWF 9:00-9:50

D. Smith

The Veil: History and Interpretations
(ARAB215-II, HIST110-II, D, W)
This tutorial will consider the history and the
changing meanings of the veil (hijab) and its
many manifestations (e.g. burqa, chador, niqab),
starting with the earliest religious traditions and
the status of women in Islamic law. We will then
proceed to examine imperialist and orientalist
representations of gender in the Middle East, the
rise of Islamic feminism and finally consider the
emergence and return of the veil in recent years in
the Middle East, North America, Asia and Europe.
Prereq: none. Preferences: first years, sophomores
and those with demonstrated interest in the
Middle East. Rqmt/Eval: each week each student
will either write a 5- to 7-page essay on assigned
readings or offer a 2-page critique of their partner’s
paper; by semester’s end each student will have
written a minimum of 40 pages. P/F not available.
HISTE.
SPR TUT: TBA

SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35

S. Solum

M. Bernhardsson

The Vietnam Wars (ASST389-II, HIST389-II,
LEAD389-II)
This course explores Vietnam’s twentieth century
wars, including an anti-colonial war against France
(1946-1954), a massive Cold War conflict involving
the United States (1965-1973), and postcolonial
confrontations with China and Cambodia in the
late-1970s. Course materials will focus primarily
on Vietnam’s domestic politics and its relations
with other countries. Lectures, readings, films,
and discussions will explore the process by which
Vietnam’s anti-colonial struggle became one of the
central conflicts of the Cold War, and examine the
ramifications of that fact for all parties involved.
Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences: History and
Asian Studies majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, several short papers, and a 10- to 12-page
final paper. HISTB, HISTF, LEADF.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

The Visual Culture of Renaissance Rome
(ARTH232-I)
The magnetic visual power of Rome--“the city
of visible history”--has Renaissance roots. During
the 15th and 16th centuries, popes and their artists
(from Fra Angelico to Michelangelo and beyond)
transformed Rome from a shrinking and neglected
backwater into a thriving center of artistic energy
and innovation. We will consider “High Renaissance” art in terms of its ability to reflect, and even
construct, a uniquely Roman sense of power, time,
and historical destiny. Prereq: none; open to Art
majors as well as non-majors. Rqmt/Eval: midterm
exam, final exam (or research paper), one short
writing project, and one 7-page paper. ARTH18,
ARTH16-.

The Wilsonian Tradition in American Foreign
Policy (LEAD362-II, PSCI362-II, W)
During and after the First World War, President
Woodrow Wilson developed an approach to international relations that challenged the dominant
assumptions of Realism. Instead of a world order
marked by alliances, arms races, and wars, Wilson
offered a vision of a peaceful world and the rule of
international law. While America ultimately rejected the League of Nations, the Wilsonian tradition
has continued to exert a powerful influence on
scholars and policymakers. Prereq: PSCI 120, 202,
or permission of instructor. Preferences: Political
Science majors and Leadership Studies Concentrators (Kaplan track). Rqmt/Eval: 4 papers of
7-8 pages and response papers. P/F not available.
LEADF, PSCIIR.
FALL TUT: MWF 8:30-9:45

J. McAllister

J. Chapman
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The World of the Mongol Empire (ASST115-II,
HIST115-II, W)
By the middle of the 13th Century, Mongol
armies led by Genghis Khan had conquered an
enormous swath of territory from China to Eastern
Europe. This course will examine the “world
order” of the Mongol Empire from its steppe
origins through its expansion, consolidation,
disintegration, and legacies. We will investigate
diverse experiences of the Mongol World through
a wide range of sources including travelers accounts, chronicles, and literature. Prereq: first-year
or sophomore standing; juniors or seniors with
permission of instructor. Preferences: first-year
students and then sophomores who have not
previously taken a 100-level seminar. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation,
several short papers, and a final research paper.
GBSTEA, HISTB, HISTP.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

A. Reinhardt

Theories and Methods in American Studies
(Junior Seminar) (AMST301-II)
This course aims to provide a “how to” of American Studies from an integrative, multiracial, and
socio-cultural perspective. Taking American culture as a site for testing classic and contemporary
theories about how cultures work, the Junior Seminar in American Studies serves as an introduction
to resources and techniques for interdisciplinary
research. Students will be exposed to and experiment with a wide range of current theoretical and
methodological approaches employed in American
Studies and contributing disciplinary fields, and
in the process gain a working competence in all
four tracks of the major. Prereq: AMST 201, junior
or senior standing, or permission of instructor.
Preferences: juniors majoring in American Studies.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class
participation and a wide variety of student assignments, ranging from postings to the class Glow
site, to short, analytical essays (5 pp.), to field work
exercises, to in class presentations.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

Theater and Politics (ENGL125-I, W)
This seminar traces the surprisingly close and
controversial relationship between theater and
politics from Greek tragedy to contemporary film
and philosophy. Moving from Plato’s exclusion
of theater from the city-state through several key
plays to contemporary reflections on the role of
spectatorship in democracy, we close by asking:
who are the real actors and spectators of today’s
world-stage? Works by Euripides, Melville, Woolf,
Warhol, and Michael Haneke. Prereq: none. Preferences: first-year students who have not taken or
placed out of a 100-level ENGL course. Rqmt/Eval:
3 papers and a portfolio of interpretive questions,
totaling 20 pages of written work.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45
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W. Johnston

D. Wang

Theories of Comparative Politics (PSCI240-II)
This course deals with the concepts that organize
much of the contemporary study of comparative
politics. The course discusses the purposes of
states, the origins of capitalism, the relationship of
states to capitalism, the connection between identities, cultures, and states, and the definition and
nature of power. The readings include Alexis de
Tocqueville, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Karl Polanyi,
Barrington Moore, Michel Foucault, and Edward
Said. Prereq: none. Preferences: Political Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: three papers. PSCICP.
FALL LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

M. MacDonald

Theorizing Global Justice (PSCI334-II)
What is the relationship between justice and
equality, and what alternatives exist for a more just
global order? Course readings will engage your
thinking on central debates in moral philosophy,
normative approaches to international political
economy, and grassroots efforts to secure justice
for women and other severely disadvantaged
groups. Key theorists include Amartya Sen,
Martha Nussbaum, John Rawls, Thomas Pogge,
Nancy Fraser, Paul Farmer, Vandana Shiva, Majid
Rahnema, and Enrique Dussel. Prereq: at least
one course in political theory or philosophy or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Political Science majors and concentrators in Political Theory.
Rqmt/Eval: oral presentation and three papers (3
pages, 7 pages and 8-10 pages). ENVPSB, JLSTL,
LGSTE, PSCIPT.
FALL LEC: MR 1:10-2:25

N. Njoya

Theory of Computation (CSCI361-III,
MATH361-III, Q)
This course introduces a formal framework for
investigating both the computability and complexity of problems. We study several models of computation including finite automata, regular languages,
context-free grammars, and Turing machines.
These models provide a mathematical basis for the
study of computability theory--the examination of
what problems can be solved and what problems
cannot be solved--and the study of complexity theory--the examination of how efficiently problems
can be solved. Prereq: CSCI 256 or both a 300-level
MATH course and permission of instructor. Preferences: current or expected Computer Science
majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
problem sets, a midterm examination, and a final
examination. COGSE.
FALL LEC: MWF 12:00-12:50

B. Heeringa

Thermodyamics and Statistical Mechanics
(CHEM366-III)
The thermodynamic laws provide us with our
most powerful and general scientific principles for
predicting the direction of spontaneous change in
physical, chemical, and biological systems. This
course develops the concepts of energy, entropy,
free energy, temperature, heat, work, and chemical
potential within the framework of classical and
statistical thermodynamics. The principles developed are applied to a variety of problems: chemical
reactions, phase changes, energy technology,
industrial processes, and environmental science.
Prereq: CHEM 155 or 256, and basic knowledge
of applied integral and differential calculus. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation is based on class participation,
oral presentations, problem sets, laboratory work,
and an independent project. BIMOE, MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

E. Peacock-Lopez

Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz (AFR156-II,
AMST156-II, COMP156-I, ENGL223-I, D, W)
This course similarly explores a more complex,
multi-layered perspective on jazz, from jazz and
American democracy to jazz in visual art. Accordingly, it introduces students to several genres,
including historical documents, cultural criticism,
music, literature, film, photography and art. No
prior musical knowledge or ability is required.
Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based upon class participation,
1 quiz, several 2-page response essays, one 3-page
essay, one 5-page essay, one oral presentation/
performance with 3-page critical report, totaling
approximately 20 pages of written work. P/F not
available. AFRC, AMSTA, AMSTO.
FALL LEC: TR 9:55-11:10

R. Braggs
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Through the Looking Glass: Comparative
Children’s Literature (COMP208-I)
In this course we will consider the genre of
children’s literature from various linguistic and
cultural perspectives and explore a number of
its sub-genres, such as fairy tales, picture books,
poetry, and novellas. There will be frequent writing
assignments, a final project, and occasional field
trips. Prereq: none. Preferences: Comparative Literature majors, then students in teaching program.
Rqmt/Eval: regular reading and/or viewing, class
discussion, frequent writing assignments, and one
final project.
FALL SEM: MWF 8:30-9:45

J. van de Stadt

Time and Blackness (AFR208-II, AMST208-II,
REL262-II, W)
The concept of time is one of the most examined,
yet least theorized, concepts in Africana Studies.
In “Time and Blackness,” we will explore how
Black writers understand time. Three questions
will structure our investigation: What are the
constituent elements of time in African American
writing? How does race shape the ways a writer
conceives of the experience of time? In examining
writings across genres, is there something that we
can call an identifiable African-American “timescape”? Prereq: none. Preferences: concentrators in
Africana Studies, majors in Religious Studies, and
majors in American Studies. Rqmt/Eval: assignments will include six 2-page response papers; two
5-page writing assignments; and a final, 10-page
review essay on how time is understood in a genre
of writing. P/F not available. AFRC, AMSTO.
FALL TUT: TBA

168

J. Manigault-Bryant

Time/Space/Place: Durational Art and
Photography in Modern and Contemporary Art
(ARTH567-I)
How does durational media (film, photography,
performance, etc.) conceptualize time? This seminar sets out to examine and discuss temporalities
in artistic production, focusing on duration,
happening, ephemerality, memory, event, and contemporaneity. Organized as a series of case studies,
this class will examine select performances, films,
installation pieces, video, sculptures, and photographic practices that foreground issues of temporality and duration in modern and contemporary
art. Prereqs: none. Preferences: Graduate Program
students and then senior Art History majors.
Rqmt/Eval: assignments will include short reader
response essays that will be used as platforms for
in-class discussions, and a longer, more thoroughly
researched final paper. P/F not available.
FALL SEM: W 10:00-12:40

K. Oehlrich

Tolstoy and His Age (COMP306-I, RUSS306-I)
This course will examine the life and works of
the great Russian writer Lev Tolstoy in the context
of Western intellectual history. Readings will
include Tolstoy’s two major novels, War and Peace
and Anna Karenina, as well as a number of shorter
works, such as The Kreutzer Sonata and Hadji
Murat. Prereq: none. Preferences: none. Rqmt/
Eval: active class participation, 3 short papers, and
a final research project. GBSTRE.
SPR LEC: TF 2:35-3:50

J. Cassiday

Topics in Advanced Arabic (ARAB401-I)
A continuation of Arabic 302, this course allows
students to pursue more advanced topics in
Modern Standard Arabic. Students will develop
greater cultural literacy and improve reading,
speaking, and writing skills by working with
authentic materials produced in the Arab-speaking
world, including written texts, visual materials, and
other media. Topics will vary from year to year,
but may include current events, cultural debates
and literary queries. Class is conducted in Arabic.
Prereq: ARAB 302 or permission of instructor.
Preferences: none. Rqmt/Eval: attendance and
active class participation, completion of all written
and oral assignments, quizzes, a midterm, and a
final project. ARABE.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

A. Vargas

Topics in American Literature: Freedom and
Captivity (AMST266-II, ENGL265-I, W)
Letters from prison are as central to American
literature as are dreams of freedom. This course
explores the persistent concern in American
literature and culture with forms of freedom
and captivity. Literature will include essays and
sermons, novels, slave narratives and captivity
narratives. Most works will be from the 19th
century, but we will also view films that represent
slavery and emancipation, ( e.g. Django Unchained
and Twelve Years a Slave), as well as visual art and
photography. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or
a score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: first-year students, sophomores,
and English majors who have yet to take a Gateway
course. Rqmt/Eval: three 5- to 7-page papers and
one 10-page final essay; weekly short responses.
P/F not available. AMSTA, ENGLG, ENGLB.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

Topics in Advanced Econometrics (ECON471-II,
Q)
The course uses both a practical and conceptual/
theory based approach, with emphasis on methods
of structural identification of dynamics in VARs
and cointegration analysis, both in conventional
time series and panel time series which contain
spatial dimensions. Well suited for students
considering empirically oriented honors theses in
fields that employ these techniques, such as macro,
finance, growth & trade, as well as econ, math or
stats majors wishing to expand their econometric
training. Prereq: ECON 252 and ECON 255 (or
equivalent). Preferences: students with strong math
backgrounds, and to students intending to write
an honors thesis. Rqmt/Eval: periodic homework
assignments, midterm exam, term paper. P/F not
available.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

P. Pedroni

C. Cleghorn

Topics in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
(BIMO401-III, W)
This seminar course involves a critical reading,
analysis, and discussion of papers from the current
biochemistry and molecular biology literature.
Specific topics vary from year to year but are
chosen to illustrate the importance of a wide range
of both biological and chemical approaches to
addressing important questions in the biochemical and molecular biological fields. To facilitate
discussion, students will prepare written critiques
analyzing the data and conclusions of the chosen
literature. Prereq: BIOL 202 and BIMO 321. Preferences: those completing the BIMO program; open
to others with permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class presentations
and discussions, frequent short papers, and a final
paper. BIMOR.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

D. Lynch
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Topics in Critical Theory: Hegel and the
Dialectic (COMP456-I, ENGL456-I)
An advanced seminar in critical theory, focusing
on Hegel and the dialectic. Modern dialectics
holds both that you can’t not divide the world
into oppositions and that all such oppositions will
collapse. This is an idea that, systematically pursued, can change the way we think about language,
ethics, politics, literature, and art. We will read key
texts from major dialectical thinkers: Hegel, Marx,
Adorno, but mostly Hegel. Prereq: a 100-level
ENGL course, or a score of 5 on the AP English
Literature exam, or a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher
Level IB English exam; prior coursework in critical
theory or continental philosophy, no matter the
department, is strongly recommended. Preferences: seniors with background in critical theory.
Rqmt/Eval: seminar paper of 25 pages; informal
weekly writing; class participation. ENGLCR.
SPR SEM: TF 2:35-3:50

SPR LEC: MR 2:35-3:50

D. Goldstein

C. Thorne

Topics in Neuroscience (NSCI401-III)
In this seminar we explore issues central to
neuroscience by using the primary literature on
language production and perception as part of a
synthetic, interdisciplinary approach. Students
will be asked to consider topics from a range of
perspectives including molecular, cellular, systems,
behavioral and clinical neuroscience. Specific goals
are to evaluate original research and critically
examine the experimental evidence for theoretical issues in the discipline. Prereq: open only to
seniors in the Neuroscience program. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on presentations, short
papers, and a term paper. NSCIR.

Town and Gown: Investigating the Relationship
of College and Community (ANTH232-II)
Team-taught by an anthropologist and journalist,
the course investigates the relationship between
the College and surrounding communities. Students will learn basic ethnographic and journalistic
research techniques before conducting independent projects. Topics might include the social and
economic effects of the College on local businesses,
the role of athletics and alcohol in town-gown
relation, and how corporatization of academics
institutions has changed the nature of community
interactions. Prereq: a previous course in ANTH
or SOC. Preferences: Anthropology and Sociology
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, research
exercises, major ethnographic research paper.

H. Williams

FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40 D. Edwards, C. Marcisz

FALL SEM: M 7:00-9:40
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Topics in Russian Culture: Feasting and Fasting
in Russian History (RUSS206-I)
This course uses the lens of food to explore
the broader historical, economic and artistic
conditions that gave rise to Russian culture. By
examining culinary practice and the social context
of cooking and eating in Russia, the class will uncover the important interplay between culture and
cuisine, including the roles of women and serfs,
the etiquette of the table, drinking and temperance
movements, and the importance of feasts and fasts
in the Russian Orthodox Church. Prereq: none.
Preferences: students who can demonstrate an
interest in Russian culture. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation, bi-weekly response papers, one 6- to
8-page paper, midterm and final exams; participation in a communal feast. EXPEE, GBSTRE.

Transforming the New World and the Old: The
Haitian and French Revolutions (AFR390-II,
HIST390-II, D)
This course focuses on the radical transformative
power of the Haitian and French Revolutions, the
ways in which they challenged the hierarchies of
the New World--of racism, and slavery--and of the
Old World--of monarchy, aristocracy, the Church,
and even of the bourgeoisie--with long-lasting
effect. Given the incomplete and unfinished
character of both Revolutions, this class will make
a conscious attempt to show the the continuing
relevance of these Revolutions to the 21st century.
Prereq: none. Preferences: History majors and
Africana Studies concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: short
paper (8-10 pages), research paper (15 pages), final
exam and class participation. HISTC, HISTD.
FALL SEM: W 1:10-3:50

FALL SEM: MWF 11:00-11:50

A. White

S. Singham

Translational Immunology: From Bench to
Bedside (BIOL417-III)
Recent advances in the field of immunology
have led to the development of new approaches to
prevent and treat diseases that affect millions of
people worldwide. Drugs that modulate the body’s
natural immune response have become powerful
tools in treating the world’s major diseases--infection, autoimmunity and cancer. This course will
use readings from the primary literature to explore
central themes involved in translating basic research to new clinical and therapeutic approaches.
Prereq: BIOL 202; open to juniors and seniors.
Preferences: senior biology majors who have not
taken a 400-level course; then juniors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based on class participation and
several short papers. P/F not available. PHLHD.
FALL SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

Truth, Goodness, and Beauty (PHIL121-II, W)
In our everyday lives, we routinely assume that
our clocks can tell us the truth about what time
it is, that committing murder is wrong, and that
there are people, landscapes, and works of art that
are beautiful. But we are also aware that people can
and often do disagree about what is true, what is
good or right, and what is beautiful. In this course,
we try to make sense of this situation by discussing
both historical and contemporary works. Prereq:
none. Preferences: first-year students and potential
Philosophy majors. Rqmt/Eval: attendance,
frequent short papers totaling about 30 pages, class
participation.

D. Turner

Turbodeutsch: Accelerated Elementary German
(GERM120-I)
An accelerated version of Elementary German,
covering nearly all the material of GERM 101-102
in one semester. The course employs a communicative approach involving all four language skills:
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and
writing. The course will meet every day, including
three 50-minute periods on MWF and 2 75minute periods on TR, plus a required TA session
at a time to be arranged. Best for those with a
little bit of German, or very motivated outright
beginners. Prereq: none. Preferences: students with
demonstrated need to take the language in only
one semester;students also need to show a great
deal of commitment to learning German. Rqmt/
Eval: active participation, tests, quizzes, final exam.
P/F not available.
SPR SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50 and TR 9:55-11:10
G. Newman
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Twentieth-Century Novel: From Adversity to
Modernity (COMP318-I, RLFR318-I)
In this course, we will examine a broad range
of twentieth-century novels and their focus on
adversity, dignity, and modernity. In a century
dominated by two World Wars, the atrocities of
colonial empire, and massive social and political
transformation, the novel both documented and
interrogated France’s engagement with race and
ethnicity, gender and sexuality, colonialism and
immigration. Prereq: a 200-level course such as
RLFR 201, 202, 203; or by placement test; or permission of instructor. Preferences: French majors
and certificate students; Comparative Literature
majors; and those with compelling justification for
admission; seniors returning from study abroad
(in France or another Francophone country) are
particularly welcome. Rqmt/Eval: active class participation, two short papers, an oral presentation,
and a final paper.
FALL SEM: TR 11:20-12:35

B. Martin

Two American Poets: Wallace Stevens and
John Ashbery (AMST336-II, COMP335-I,
ENGL320-I, W)
This tutorial focuses on two poets who are
known for their “difficult” poetry: Wallace Stevens
(1879-1955), a major Modernist and perhaps the
most philosophical American poet of the twentieth
century, and John Ashbery (b. 1927), who is
considered by many to be the most important
American poet alive. We will do close readings of
their poems and criticism and ask questions about
poetic form, poetic difficulty, abstraction, and so
on, while situating their work in historical and
political contexts. Prereq: none. Preferences: ENGL
majors, COMP majors, AMST majors; preference
will be given to students who have already taken
at least one literature class. Rqmt/Eval: typical
tutorial format; papers every other week. P/F not
available. AMSTA.
SPR TUT: TBA
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D. Wang

Two Truths and a Lie: Advanced Workshop in
Memoir and Fiction (ENGL373-I)
An advanced workshop for students with
experience writing fiction and/or memoir and
an understanding of the basics of plot, character,
setting, and scene. We will explore the often tricky
differences between autobiographical fiction and
memoir. Exercises, short assignments, and discussion of published fiction and memoir (often by the
same authors) will be combined with workshops
of student fiction and memoir and individual conferences with the instructor. Prereq: introductory
workshop in memoir or fiction, or permission of
instructor. Preferences: enrollment determined by
writing sample after first class meeting. Rqmt/Eval:
final portfolio, written and oral comments, team
teaching.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

K. Shepard

U.S. Latina @ Religions (AMST224-II,
LATS224-II, REL224-II, D)
This course focuses upon moments where religious expressions intersect with politics, popular
culture, and daily life in the U.S.A. Given the
plurality of Latina/o communities and religious
lives in the U.S.A., we will engage certain selected
religious traditions and practices (such as Guadalupan devotion, Santería, curanderismo, Pentecostal healing) by focusing on particular moments
of religious expression as elucidated in specific
historiographies, ethnographies, art, literature,
and film. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: based upon
class participation, short writing exercises, a 5- to
8-page take-home midterm essay, and a 10- to 15page final review essay. AMSTO, LATSC.
SPR LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15

J. Hidalgo

Understanding Attention and Distraction
(PSYC328-II)
The human brain is constantly bombarded by
sensory information. For example, as you sit in
class listening to a lecture, many other people and
objects are visible, competing for your limited
attention resources. How does your brain manage
to avoid such distractions to focus attention on
relevant sensory information (such as the lecture)
in order to extract the information you need to
accomplish important goals (such as passing the
class)? Prereq: PSYC 201 and PSYC 221 or 222, or
permission of instructor. Preferences: Psychology
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, midterm,
short papers, presentation and paper on empirical
project; weekly lab. P/F not available. PSYC2,
PSYCE.
SPR SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Upper-Intermediate Chinese (CHIN301-I, D)
The goal of this course is to continue developing
students’ overall language proficiency. However,
special emphasis will be on strengthening students’
reading and writing proficiency in standard
written Chinese. Conducted in Mandarin. This is
an EDI course. In addition to involving immersion
in a classroom Chinese environment, much of
our focus will be on the ways that various cultural
issues are perceived and addressed differently in
China and the US. Prereq: CHIN 202 or permission of instructor. Preferences: Chinese majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, short essays, homework, quizzes,
tests, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MF 11:00-11:50 and TR 11:45-12:35,
MF 1:35-2:25 and TR 1:35-2:25
N. Li

J. Moher

Upper Intermediate Spanish (RLSP104-I)
This course is a continuation of Spanish 103. It
focuses on the review of grammar as well as on refining writing and speaking skills. Films and reading selections will enable students to deepen their
understanding of Hispanic cultures. Prereq: RLSP
103 or by Spanish placement exam. Rqmt/Eval:
weekly 1- to 2-page compositions, regularity of
class participation, oral reports, frequent quizzes, a
midterm and a final exam; weekly conference.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50, MWF 11:00-11:50
J. French, TBA

Upper-Intermediate Chinese (CHIN302-I, D)
The goal of this course is to continue developing
students’ overall language proficiency. However,
special emphasis will be on strengthening students’
reading and writing proficiency in standard
written Chinese. Conducted in Mandarin. This is
an EDI course. In addition to involving immersion
in a classroom Chinese environment, much of
our focus will be on the ways that various cultural
issues are perceived and addressed differently in
China and the US. Prereq: CHIN 301 or permission of instructor. Preferences: Chinese majors.
Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on classroom
performance, short essays, homework, quizzes,
tests, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MF 11:00-11:50 and TR 11:45-12:35
N. Li
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Upper-Intermediate Japanese (JAPN301-I, D)
This course is a continuation of Japanese 201 and
202. Students will, further develop the four skills
of speaking, listening, reading, and writing, while
consolidating the foundations built in Elementary
and Intermediate Japanese. The same general
methodology will be used. In this course, students
begin to emphasize vocabulary building through
the study of situationally oriented materials
stressing communicative competence. The reading
of expository prose in both semi-authentic and authentic materials of intermediate difficulty will also
receive some extensive attention. Prereq: JAPN 202
or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on daily performance, homework,
quizzes, a midterm, and a final exam.
FALL LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45

J. Chang

Urbanism in the Ancient World (ANTH216-II,
GBST216-II, D, W)
This is a course on cities in the ancient world,
which will examine four major ancient urban centers (Nineveh, Nimrud, Teotihuacan, and Angkor)
and end with a sustained, in-depth exploration
of urbanism in prehispanic Maya civilization. As
more and more people move into cities across
the world, human societies are becoming forever
transformed. We will delve into the nature of
the urban transformation by comparing modern
cities with ancient ones from across the world.
Prereq: none. Preferences: sophomores; or majors
in Anthropology or Sociology. Rqmt/Eval: 5-page
papers every other week, oral responses on alternate weeks; tutorial attendance is required. P/F not
available. GBSTUR.
SPR TUT: TBA

Upper-Intermediate Japanese (JAPN302-I, D)
This course is a continuation of Japanese 301.
Students will, further develop the four skills of
speaking, listening, reading, and writing, while
consolidating the foundations built in Elementary
and Intermediate Japanese. The same general
methodology will be used. In this course, students
begin to emphasize vocabulary building through
the study of situationally oriented materials
stressing communicative competence. The reading
of expository prose in both semi-authentic and authentic materials of intermediate difficulty will also
receive some extensive attention. Prereq: JAPN 301
or permission of instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on daily performance, homework,
quizzes, a midterm, and a final exam.
SPR LEC: MWF 8:30-9:45
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M. Hatakeyama

A. Foias

Utopias and Dystopias (PHIL128-II, W)
The touchstone of our course will be Plato’s
Republic: the first and perhaps greatest Utopia
as well as perhaps the greatest work in political
philosophy. We will prepare for the Republic by
reading two Socratic dialogues: the Euthyphro and
the Meno. After several weeks on the Republic we
will turn to Shakespeare’s last play: The Tempest.
From there it is a natural transition to Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. We will continue with B. F.
Skinner’s Walden Two. Prereq: none. Preferences:
first-years and sophomores. Rqmt/Eval: several
short papers totaling at least twenty pages.
FALL SEM: MWF 10:00-10:50
SPR SEM: MWF 12:00-12:50

S. Gerrard
S. Gerrard

Vergil’s “Aeneid” (CLLA302-I)
This course is a comprehensive introduction to
Vergil’s Aeneid. Students will develop their ability
to read and translate the Latin text of the poem,
while at the same time exploring the major interpretive issues surrounding the definitive Roman
epic. Through a combination of close reading and
large-scale analysis, we will investigate the poem’s
literary, social, and political dimensions with
special attention to Vergil’s consummate poetic
craftsmanship. Prereq: CLLA 201 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on
class participation, a midterm exam, a final paper,
and a final exam.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

A. Wilcox

Victorian Britain and the Anglo-Afghan Wars
(HIST137-II, W)
This course explores the three wars that Britain
fought in Afghanistan in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. By interpreting various forms of documentary evidence, from studies of the Afghan terrain and the region’s peoples to military dispatches,
from illustrated newspaper reports of the wars to
their fictional representations, we will not only
reconstruct the history of the wars but dissect the
stories Britons told themselves about their Empire
and about Afghanistan and its people. Prereq: firstyear or sophomore standing. Preferences: first-year
students, and then sophomores who have not
taken a 100-level seminar. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation
will be based on class discussion, several response
papers and short essays (2 pages each), a book
review (5 pages), and a final, source-based annotated bibliography (5 pages) and research paper
(15 pages). P/F not available. HISTC.
FALL SEM: TR 9:55-11:10

Vibrations, Waves and Optics (PHYS202-III, Q)
Waves and oscillations characterize many different physical systems, including vibrating strings,
springs, water waves, sound waves, electromagnetic waves, and gravitational waves. Quantum
mechanics even describes particles with wave
functions. Despite these diverse settings waves
exhibit several common characteristics, so that the
understanding of a few simple systems can provide
insight into a wide array of phenomena. Building
that understanding is the goal of the course.
Prereq: PHYS 201; co-requisite: PHYS/MATH 210
or MATH 209 or permission of instructor. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on problem sets,
labs, two one-hour tests, and a final exam, all of
which have a substantial quantitative component.
MTSCE.
SPR LEC: MWF 10:00-10:50

K. Jones

C. Waters

Video (ARTS288-I)
Video is an introduction to the moving image
as a fine arts medium. The course will involve
hands-on production as well as contemporary
screenings and readings that demonstrate elements
of the medium. The course will look specifically at performance, sound, exhibition context,
documentary, high and low production values,
appropriation, writing, and analysis. The course
will introduce shooting and editing skills, including preproduction skills such as storyboarding
and scripting, production skills such as directing,
shot composition, lighting, and sound recording,
and postproduction editing skills in a range of
styles. Prereqs: none. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on the technical and conceptual strength of
the tapes, with consideration given to individual
development.
SPR STU: T 1:10-3:50

L. Johnson
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Visual Media Revolution (CSCI372-III, Q)
We live at the beginning of the second revolution
in visual media. Two centuries ago, the camera and
the Jacquard loom introduced machines for creating art. By automating the artist’s hand, they also
forced questions of how objective technique gives
rise to subjective meaning and where the border
lies between mechanical and human contributions.
Those progenitors eventually led to digital film,
computer games, and digital content creation for
architecture and industrial design Prereq: CSCI
256. Preferences: current or expected Computer
Science majors. Rqmt/Eval: oral presentations and
short papers. P/F not available.
FALL TUT: TBA

M. McGuire

Ways of Knowing (ANSO205-II)
What are the epistemological underpinnings of
social inquiry? How does one frame intellectual
problems and go about collecting and assessing
field materials? What is the relationship between
empirical data and the generation of social theory?
How does the social organization of social research
affect one’s inquiry? What are the ethical dilemmas of social research? We will approach these
problems through a series of case studies, as well
as hands-on field research conducted by students.
Prereq: ANTH 101 or SOC 101 or permission of
instructor. Rqmt/Eval: full-participation in the
seminar, several short papers, an independent
ethnographic project and a final research proposal.
SCSTR.
SPR SEM: W 1:10-3:50

Water as a Scarce Resource (ECON228-II,
ENVI228-II, W)
Water, already a scarce resource in many places,
will be increasingly scarce in the future. We’ll use
basic economics to consider policy issues relating
to water: Is water access a human right? If so,
what role should markets play in water allocation?
Public ownership? Private property rights? How
can societies adapt to increasing water scarcity?
Who has the right to water that crosses international boundaries? How should societies allocate
water across generations? Prereq: ECON 110 or
equivalent. Preferences: first-year students and
sophomores intending to major in Economics
and/or to major or concentrate in Environmental
Policy or Environmental Science or Environmental Studies, and to students who are already
major or concentrators in those subjects. Rqmt/
Eval: evaluation will be based on the quality of
the papers and on the quality of the student’s oral
presentations and commentary on the work of his/
her colleagues. P/F not available. AMSTP, ENVIP,
ENVPA, ENVPTA, ENVPSA, POECPP.
FALL TUT: TBA
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R. Bradburd

D. Edwards

We Aren’t the World: Global Anglophone
Literature in the 20th Century (ENGL206-I, D,
W)
An eighteenth-century diplomat once referred
to the British colonies as a “vast empire on which
the sun never set,” and at the time, he was right:
the British controlled an enormous portion of the
globe for nearly three centuries. One outcome
of this vast empire was the creation of a rich and
diverse literary tradition in the English language
--now called Anglophone literature--from around
the globe. We will examine how non-Western texts
have reshaped English literature of the twentieth
century. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a
score of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or
a score of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English
exam. Preferences: sophomores who are considering the English major and English majors who
have not yet taken a Gateway Course. Rqmt/Eval:
class participation and three papers totaling 20
pages. ASAMR, ENGLG, ENGLC.
SPR SEM: TR 8:30-9:45

A. Raza Kolb

Wealth in America (PSCI208-II, W)
The pursuit of wealth is an important feature of
American political identity, captured by the ideas
of the American dream and the Protestant work
ethic. The accumulation of wealth has been lauded
as a worthy individual activity and a vital component of the nation’s public interest. Yet inequality
in wealth may conflict with the political equality
necessary for democratic governance, leading
to concerns that we are sacrificing community,
fairness, and opportunity for the benefit of a few.
Prereq: none. Preferences: sophomores with an interest in social sciences and junior Political Science
and Political Economy majors. Rqmt/Eval: five
essays (5 pages each), five critiques (2 pages each),
and one final paper. P/F not available. POECUS,
PSCIAP.
FALL TUT: M 7:00-9:40

C. Johnson

What is Religion? Theories and Methods in the
Study of Religion (REL200-II)
As recently as the 1960s, the most influential
social theorists were predicting that religion would
eventually vanish. But one has only to glance at
today’s headlines to see that accounts of religion’s
demise were premature. Indeed, thinking deeply
about religion is crucial for any serious reflection
on the current global moment. This course will
introduce prominent theories and methods in the
study of religion and give students a chance to
wrestle with one of the profound questions of our
time. Prereq: none, although a previous course on
religion is recommended. Preferences: Religion
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class participation, three short
(2-3 pages) writing assignments, a 5-page midterm
paper, and a 10- to 15-page final paper. P/F not
available.
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

J. Israel

What They Saw in America (AMST244-II,
SOC244-II, HIST366-II)
This course traces the travels and writings of four
important observers of the United States: Alexis
de Tocqueville, Max Weber, G.K. Chesterton, and
Sayyid Qutb. The travellers’ comparative observations shed light on persisting qualities of national
character and the substance of international
attitudes toward the U.S. over time. The course will
analyze the common themes found in the visitors’
writings, including their insights on American
democracy, religion, agrarianism, capitalism, and
race. Prereq: none. Preferences: Anthropology
and Sociology majors. Rqmt/Eval: active class
participation, two or three short papers, and a class
presentation/final paper. HISTF.
SPR SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

J. Nolan

When India was the World: Trade, Travel and
History in the Indian Ocean (ASST391-II,
GBST391-II, HIST391-II)
This course explores the history of India through
one of the world’s oldest maritime highways, the
Indian Ocean, that has connected the diverse cultures of Asia, Africa and Europe for millennia, thus
making it a vital element in the birth of globalization. Moving away from conventional land-centric
histories, we will focus instead on understanding
the human past through oceanic interactions.
Students will read accounts by travellers, traders,
pirates and pilgrims among many other sources.
Prereq: none; open to all. Preferences: none. Rqmt/
Eval: assessment will be based on class participation and weekly responses to readings, 2-3
short papers, an oral presentation and final paper.
GBSTSA, HISTB, HISTP, MASTE.
FALL SEM: MR 1:10-2:25

A. Kapadia
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Whiteness and Race in the History of the United
States (AMST383-II, HIST383-II, WGSS383-II,
D)
If race is socially and historically constructed,
then the study of race relations in the U.S. extends
to the topic of whiteness. And if we are never without the past, then “whiteness” must be a part of
current discussions about politics, citizenship, and
social issues. This course uses the prism of race to
explore social, political, and economic developments in U.S. history. Prereqs: none. Preferences:
students in History, Africana Studies and Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be based on class participation and four
papers. AMSTO, HISTF, WGSSR.
FALL SEM: MR 2:35-3:50

L. Brown

Why States Fail: Political Violence at the End of
the 20th Century (PSCI340-II)
This course considers the origins of political
violence and state failure at the end of the 20th
century. It seeks to address why there was a
resurgence of political violence at the dawn of
the 21st century. Toward that end, we begin by
considering competing explanations of political
violence (ethnicity, democratization, natural-resource endowments, and predatory elites). We
then test these theories by examining cases of state
failure from Eastern Europe, Latin America, and
Africa. Prereq: one of the following: PSCI 201, 202,
203, 204, 229, 243, 250, 254 or the permission of
instructor. Preferences: Political Science majors.
Rqmt/Eval: seminar participation, two oral presentations and a research paper. P/F not available.
POECPP, PSCICP, PSCIRE.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

Whitman and Dickinson in Context
(ENGL343-I, W)
In this tutorial, we will read closely the works of
two of the most influential and fascinating poets
in the U.S., Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson.
In addition to studying in depth their poems and
other writings-in Whitman’s case, his essays, in
Dickinson’s, her letters--we will delve into some of
the major critical debates surrounding their work,
both individually and when compared to one
another. Throughout the course, emphasis will be
on analyzing and generating interpretations of the
poets. Prereq: a 100-level ENGL course, or a score
of 5 on the AP English Literature exam, or a score
of 6 or 7 on the Higher Level IB English exam.
Preferences: English majors. Rqmt/Eval: five 5- to
7-page papers, final paper, oral presentation and
critique. P/F not available. AMSTA.
FALL TUT: TBA

K. Kent

Winslow Homer (ARTH551-I)
In this seminar we will explore the life and art
of Winslow Homer (1836-1910). Paintings, prints,
watercolors, and photographs in the collection of
the Clark and the Williams College Museum of Art
will focus our discussions and provide the basis for
understanding Homer’s art-making and his place
within the art-culture of his day. A consideration
of his subjects will necessarily intersect with many
of the nation’s most pressing issues during his
era: the Civil War and Reconstruction; the rise
of middleclass leisure; the relation of man to the
environment. Prereqs: none. Preferences: Graduate
Program students and then to senior Art History
majors. Rqmt/Eval: class discussion, weekly précis
of the readings, two short papers, an oral presentation (and response to someone else’s), and a final
research paper (20-25 pages). P/F not available.
SPR SEM: F 10:00-12:40
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N. Munemo

M. Simpson

Womanist/Black Feminist Thought (AFR310-II,
AMST309-II, REL310-II, WGSS310-II, D)
As critical reflections upon western norms of patriarchy, heterosexism, and racism, womanism and
black feminism begin with the assumption that the
experiences of women of color--particularly black
women--are significant standpoints in modern
western society. This course explores the genealogy
and development of black feminist and womanist
thought, this course analyzes the relationship
between womanism and black feminism. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Africana Studies concentrators,
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies majors,
Religion majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation will be
based on class participation, three short response
papers, and the completion of an original research
paper or project. AFRC, AMSTO, AMSTC,
RELAD, RELTH, WGSSR, WGSST.
FALL LEC: M 7:00-9:40

R. Manigault-Bryant

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
(WGSS101-II, D, W)
This discussion and lecture course introduces
students to a range of issues, theories, and controversies within feminism, gender studies, and sexuality studies. It has several aims: to provide critical
and analytical tools for thinking about gender;
to explore key issues facing women and sexual
minorities in the U.S. (and other) societies, and to
discuss strategies for confronting them. The course
will examine issues such as: body politics, sexuality, reproductive rights, sexual violence, gender
and work, motherhood and family, homophobia,
transgendered people’s experiences in the US
and abroad. Prereq: none. Rqmt/Eval: 1 short
(3 page) essay, 1 final paper proposal/abstract, 1
annotated bibliography, 1 final paper of 7-9 pages
(w/revisions); evaluation will be based on these
assignments and class participation. AMSTC.
FALL SEM: TF 2:35-3:50
M. Cowden, K. Honderich, K. Kent
SPR SEM: MR 2:35-3:50
A. Case, M. Cowden

World Politics: An Introduction to International
Relations (PSCI202-II)
Anarchy characterizes international politics.
There is no world government, nor agreement
that one is desirable or even possible. Because no
common authority exists to create and enforce
agreements, countries must settle disputes amongst
themselves by negotiating, appealing to shared
norms, or using military force. This course covers
the theories and problems central to international
relations, examining anarchy’s implications for
achieving political goals and values. Prereq: this is
an introductory course, open to first-year students
and sophomores; juniors and seniors may enroll
only with permission of instructor and under special circumstances. Preferences: first-year students
and sophomores intending to major in Political
Science. Rqmt/Eval: some combination of short
papers, midterm exam/paper, final exam, and class
participation. P/F not available. POECR, PSCIIR.
FALL LEC: MWF 11:00-12:15, TR 11:20-12:35
R. Kelanic, D. Paul
SPR LEC: TR 11:20-12:35
J. McAllister

Worldbuilding: Staging and Design For The
Theater (ARTS201-I, THEA201-I)
This course examines the designer’s and director’s creative processes as they work together to
imagine the fictional worlds of theatrical productions. Over a series of practical projects in staging,
mise-en-scene, and various design disciplines, we
will develop techniques for eliciting an initial creative response to a text, developing that response
into a point-of-view, and solving the practical
needs of the production. Particular emphasis is
placed on how design elements synthesize with
one another and the work of the actors and director, to form the larger intellectual, emotional, and
physical context of the work as a whole. Prereq:
none. Preferences: Theatre majors. Rqmt/Eval:
evaluation will be based upon committed class
participation and thoughtful, timely completion of
all assignments and projects; weekly lab.
FALL STU: W 11:00-12:50

D. Gurcay-Morris
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Writing About Science and Nature (ENGL286-I,
ENVI285-I, W)
In this class, students will read some great
science and nature writing and produce their own
work. The class will alternate between group discussions and workshop sessions. Come prepared
to write a lot--there will be frequent short assignments and a long final project. Prereq: ENVI 101
or 102. Preferences: Environmental Studies majors
and concentrators. Rqmt/Eval: short writing exercises and a long final project. ENVIH, ENVPSB.
SPR SEM: TF 1:10-2:25

E. Kolbert

Your Money or Your Life: Health Disparities in
the United States (ECON468-II)
A 25-year-old man living in a high-income
household can expect to live 10 years longer than
his low-income counterpart. There are also stark
differences in mortality and health by education,
employment status, race, immigrant status, region,
and gender. This course will explore many of the
potential explanations for health disparities, including access to insurance and health care, health
behaviors, stress, environmental exposure, and
inter-generational transmission of health. Prereq:
ECON 251 and ECON 255 or equivalent, or permission of instructor. Preferences: senior Economics majors. Rqmt/Eval: evaluation includes class
discussion, oral presentations, 4-6 short response
papers, two 5-page critiques of published articles,
and one 15-page original empirical research paper.
PHLHM, PHLHO, POECUS.
FALL SEM: TF 1:10-2:25
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T. Watson

AREAS OF STUDY

AFRICANA STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

The Africana Studies Program is an interdisciplinary concentration offering students an in-depth understanding of the
history, politics, religion, and culture of peoples of African descent, especially in the Americas. We use music, dance,
literature, the arts, and scholarly works to explore the origins of this field of study in the fulcrum of African American and
Caribbean movements of resistance. A trans-national program, intellectually influenced by scholars from W. E. B. Du Bois
to the present, Africana Studies encourages students to study abroad, especially in our Williams in Africa program, and
offers travel Winter Study courses designed to expose students to experiential learning settings outside of the classroom.

Africana Studies (AFR)

PAGES

Materials, Meanings, and Messages in the Arts of Africa and the Diaspora (105) ................................................................... 99
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy (132) .................................................................................................. 36
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz (156) ........................................................................................................................................ 167
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context (166) .................................................................................................. 123
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation (167) .............................................................................................. 94
Introduction to Africana Studies (200) .......................................................................................................................................... 79
African Dance and Percussion (201) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
Modern African History (203) ...................................................................................................................................................... 104
African Dance and Percussion (206) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
Time and Blackness (208) .............................................................................................................................................................. 168
Race and the Environment (211) .................................................................................................................................................. 130
Jazz Theory and Improvisation I (212) ........................................................................................................................................... 90
African Art Against the State (219) ................................................................................................................................................... 9
Introduction to African American Literature (220) ..................................................................................................................... 79
Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in Contemporary Africa (223) .......................................................................... 124
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference (231) ........................................................................................ 16
Religion, Politics, Culture: Islam in the United States (237) ...................................................................................................... 134
Politics of Africa (256) .................................................................................................................................................................... 123
Digital Diaspora: Interrogating Race, New Media, and Black Cultural Production Online (270) ......................................... 42
Africa + the Internet: Producing Global Citizenship (272) ........................................................................................................... 9
African-American History, 1619-1865 (281) ................................................................................................................................ 10
African-American History From Reconstruction to the Present (282) ..................................................................................... 10
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency (299) ....................................................................................................................................... 131
Experimental African American Poetry (301) .............................................................................................................................. 56
A History of Islam in Africa (303) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
South Africa and Apartheid (304) ................................................................................................................................................. 148
Scriptures and Race (309) .............................................................................................................................................................. 138
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought (310) .................................................................................................................................... 179
A History of an African City (313) ................................................................................................................................................... 1
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (317) ...................................................................... 24
Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas (328) ............................................................................................................ 135
Organizing Resistance: Black Activism, Then and Now (350) .................................................................................................. 116
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon (360) ............................................................................................................................... 161
History of the Old South (364) ........................................................................................................................................................ 69
African American Urban History (366) ........................................................................................................................................... 9
Race and Inequality in the American City (367) ........................................................................................................................ 130
African Art and the Western Museum (369) ................................................................................................................................... 9
20th C. American Blackness (378) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Black Women in the United States (379) ........................................................................................................................................ 25
Black Utopia (387) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 25
Transforming the New World and the Old: The Haitian and French Revolutions (390) ...................................................... 171
Crafting Research: Methods in Africana Studies (406) ................................................................................................................ 38
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of Africa (419) .............................................................................................. 65
Race and Ethnicity in Latin America (443) ................................................................................................................................. 130
Civil War and Reconstruction (456) ............................................................................................................................................... 30
Black Radicalism (476) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 25
Freedom in Africa (483) ................................................................................................................................................................... 60

Core Electives (AFRC)
Black Migrations: African American Performance at
Home and Abroad
Black Radicalism
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy
Groovin' the Written Word: The Role of Music in African American Literature
Introduction to Africana Studies

Race and the Environment
Race, Gender, and the Alien Body: Octavia Butler's Science Fiction
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz
Time and Blackness
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought

AMERICAN STUDIES

MAJOR

The American Studies Program, an eleven-course major, uses interdisciplinary approaches to develop students’ understanding of the complexity of the culture(s) usually labeled “American.” Examining history, literature, visual media, performance, and other forms of expression, we explore the processes of cultural definition as contested by diverse individuals
and groups. We ask new questions about aspects of American life long taken for granted; we also use American culture as
a laboratory for testing classic and contemporary theories about how cultures work.

American Studies (AMST)

PAGES

Introduction to American Studies (101) ........................................................................................................................................ 79
Artists Respond to Dangerous Times (102) ................................................................................................................................... 20
Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and Growing Older in Communities of Color (106) ............................................. 32
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy (132) .................................................................................................. 36
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz (156) ........................................................................................................................................ 167
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context (166) .................................................................................................. 123
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation (167) .............................................................................................. 94
History Behind the Headlines (202) ............................................................................................................................................... 67
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures (207) .................................................................................................................................... 83
Time and Blackness (208) .............................................................................................................................................................. 168
Race and the Environment (211) .................................................................................................................................................. 130
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice (216) .............................................................................................................. 53
The History of American Capitalism (218) ................................................................................................................................. 157
Introduction to African American Literature (220) ..................................................................................................................... 79
U.S. Latina @ Religions (224) ......................................................................................................................................................... 172
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference (231) ........................................................................................ 16
Religion, Politics, Culture: Islam in the United States (237) ...................................................................................................... 134
Americans Abroad (242) .................................................................................................................................................................. 14
What They Saw in America (244) ................................................................................................................................................. 177
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film (257) ........................................................................................................................... 23
American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present (264) ............................................................................................................... 12
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity (266) .................................................................................................. 169
American Postmodern Fiction (272) .............................................................................................................................................. 13
American Drama: Hidden Knowledge (275) ................................................................................................................................ 12
Introduction to Native American History (280) ........................................................................................................................... 84
Introduction to Asian American History (284) ............................................................................................................................ 79
Theories and Methods in American Studies (Junior Seminar) (301) ....................................................................................... 166
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts (304) ..................................................................................................................... 20
Experimental African American Poetry (307) .............................................................................................................................. 56
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought (309) .................................................................................................................................... 178
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics (313) ......................................................................................................... 62
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (317) ...................................................................... 24
Racial and Religious Mixture (327) .............................................................................................................................................. 131
Media Events (328) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 101
Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas (329) ............................................................................................................ 135
New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art, Film and Theatre in the City (331) ................................................................ 113
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media (332) .................................................................................. 130
Two American Poets: Wallace Stevens and John Ashbery (336) .............................................................................................. 172
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures (337) .................................................................................................................................... 92
The American Renaissance (338) .................................................................................................................................................. 153
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race, and Sexuality (339) .......................................................................... 92
History of the Old South (364) ........................................................................................................................................................ 69
Race and Inequality in the American City (367) ........................................................................................................................ 130
American Pragmatism (379) ............................................................................................................................................................ 14
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States (383) ................................................................................................. 178
Real Indians: Indigeneity and the Authenticity Problem (400) ................................................................................................ 133
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People (408) .................................................................................... 54
Civil War and Reconstruction (456) ............................................................................................................................................... 30
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time (462) ............................................................................................................................. 19
Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American Culture (469) ....................................................................................................... 114
The Suburbs (490) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 164

Arts in Context (AMSTA)
20th C. American Blackness
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference
Artists Respond to Dangerous Times
Americans Abroad
American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present
American Postmodern Fiction
American Drama: Hidden Knowledge
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts
An American Family and "Reality" Television
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time
American Girls
Black Migrations: African American Performance at
Home and Abroad
Black Utopia
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film
Digital Diaspora: Interrogating Race, New Media, and
Black Cultural Production Online
Experimental African American Poetry
Groovin' the Written Word: The Role of Music in African American Literature
Hollywood Cinema
History of Jazz
Introduction to African American Literature
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures
Image-making, Orientalism and Visual Culture
Imagining Immigrants
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
and Sexuality
Literature of the Sea
New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art, Film and
Theatre in the City
New American Fiction
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency
Ruined America
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity
Two American Poets: Wallace Stevens and John Ashbery
The American Renaissance
Whitman and Dickinson in Context

Comp Studies in Race, Ethnicity, Diaspora
(AMSTO)
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference
African-American History, 1619-1865
African-American History From Reconstruction to the
Present
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts
Black Migrations: African American Performance at
Home and Abroad
Black Utopia
Black Radicalism
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy
Civil War and Reconstruction
Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and Growing
Older in Communities of Color
Comparative American Immigration History
Comparative Latina/o Migrations
Experimental African American Poetry
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People

Groovin' the Written Word: The Role of Music in African American Literature
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics
History of the Old South
History of Jazz
Introduction to Africana Studies
Introduction to African American Literature
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures
Introduction to Native American History
Introduction to Asian American History
Imagining Immigrants
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
and Sexuality
Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present
Latina/o Identities: Constructions, Contestations, and
Expressions
Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present
Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American Culture
Organizing Resistance: Black Activism, Then and Now
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context
Race and the Environment
Religion, Politics, Culture: Islam in the United States
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency
Race and Inequality in the American City
Race and Ethnicity in Latin America
Racial and Religious Mixture
Real Indians: Indigeneity and the Authenticity Problem
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz
Time and Blackness
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon
The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings of
Equality
U.S. Latina @ Religions
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States

Critical and Cultural Theory (AMSTC)
American Pragmatism
Black Utopia
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice
Emotions and the Self
Economic Liberalism and Its Critics
Freedom in Africa
Feminist Bioethics
Introduction to Cultural Theory
Introduction to Literary Theory
Introduction to Sexuality Studies
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
and Sexuality
Literary and Critical Theory in the Twentieth Century
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency
Social Theory
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought
Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies

400-level Senior Seminars (AMSTS)
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People

Space and Place (AMSTP)
African American Urban History
American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time
America and the Sea, 1600-Present
Black Migrations: African American Performance at
Home and Abroad
Black Women in the United States
Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and Growing
Older in Communities of Color
Comparative American Immigration History
Digital Diaspora: Interrogating Race, New Media, and
Black Cultural Production Online
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People
Environmental Justice
Ecocriticism
Environmental Planning
Environmental Law
Geomorphology
History of the Old South
Modern Women Writers and the City
New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art, Film and
Theatre in the City
Nature/Writing
Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental
Studies
Race and the Environment
Race and Inequality in the American City
The Suburbs
Water as a Scarce Resource
on:Location

ANTHROPOLOGY

MAJOR

The Department of Anthropology and Sociology at Williams aims to help students achieve an integrated understanding
of biography, history, culture, and social structure. Both disciplines introduce students to classical and contemporary
theories that illuminate the contours and contradictions of social experience.
Anthropology explores the full range of human experience by introducing students to the study of tribal and peasant societies, especially those on the periphery of the West, as well as to the cultural complexities of stratified, industrial societies
such as our own. Integrated with the study of specific peoples is an examination of the various analytical schemes anthropologists have developed to understand them. Courses offered in the department represent two of Anthropology’s major
subfields: sociocultural anthropology—that is, the comparative study of human social life, institutions, and beliefs—and
archaeology, the study of the origins and lifeways of prehistoric peoples.

Anthropology(ANTH)

PAGES

The Scope of Anthropology (101) ................................................................................................................................................. 163
Pyramids, Bones, and Sherds: What is Archaeology? (103) ...................................................................................................... 129
The Rise and Fall of Civilizations (214) ........................................................................................................................................ 162
Urbanism in the Ancient World (216) .......................................................................................................................................... 174
Heroes, Saints and Celebrity (222) .................................................................................................................................................. 66
Town and Gown: Investigating the Relationship of College and Community (232) ............................................................ 170
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture (235) ....................................................................................................................... 136
Roman Cities in the Near East (240) ............................................................................................................................................ 136
Buddhism: Ideas and Practices (255) .............................................................................................................................................. 26
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean (258) ................................................................................................................. 44
Language, Interaction, and Power in Everyday Life (262) ........................................................................................................... 91
Medicine, Pathology, and Power: An Ethnographic View (271) ............................................................................................... 101
Africa + the Internet: Producing Global Citizenship (274) ........................................................................................................... 9
Ritual, Power and Transgression (299) ......................................................................................................................................... 135
Paradoxes of Human Rights and Humanitarianism (312) ......................................................................................................... 117
Real Indians: Indigeneity and the Authenticity Problem (321) ................................................................................................ 133
Emotions and the Self (328) ............................................................................................................................................................. 52
Environmental Justice (332) ............................................................................................................................................................ 53
Imagining Joseph (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 71
Artisan and Connoisseur (340) ....................................................................................................................................................... 20
Islam and Anthropology (346) ........................................................................................................................................................ 88

Anthropology and Sociology (ANSO)

Ways of Knowing (205) .................................................................................................................................................................. 176
Social Theory (305) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 147
Senior Seminar (402) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 139

ARABIC STUDIES

MAJOR

Middle Eastern Studies is a vibrant and growing discipline in the United States and around the world. Students wishing to
enter this rich and varied discipline can begin with a major in Arabic Studies at Williams. The major is designed to give students a foundation in the Arabic language and to provide the opportunity for the interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary
study of the Arab, Islamic, and Middle Eastern areas.

Arabic Studies(ARAB)

PAGES

Elementary Arabic (101/102) ............................................................................................................................................................49
Intermediate Arabic I (201) ............................................................................................................................................................. 74
Intermediate Arabic II (202) ............................................................................................................................................................ 74
The Modern Middle East (207) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
The Veil: History and Interpretations (215) ................................................................................................................................. 165
Photography in/of the Middle East (222) ..................................................................................................................................... 120
Modern Arabic Literature in Translation (228) .......................................................................................................................... 104
Love, Desire, and Longing in Classical Arabic Poetry (237) ....................................................................................................... 97
Islamic Law: Past and Present (243) ............................................................................................................................................... 88
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History (252) ............................................................................................................. 18
Comparative Postcolonial Narratives: Novels from the Arab World, Latin-America and the Caribbean (261) .................. 33
Islam and Anthropology (280) ........................................................................................................................................................ 88
Advanced Arabic I (301) .................................................................................................................................................................... 3
Advanced Arabic II (302) ................................................................................................................................................................... 3
A History of Islam in Africa (303) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Nationalism and Nation Building in the Middle East (305) ...................................................................................................... 111
Islamic Feminism (332) .................................................................................................................................................................... 88
Questioning the Cultural Self in Literature (346) ....................................................................................................................... 129
Topics in Advanced Arabic (401) .................................................................................................................................................. 169
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (480) .............................................................................................................. 78

Arab Studies Electives (ARABE)
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History
Advanced Arabic I
Advanced Arabic II
Comparative Postcolonial Narratives: Novels from the
Arab World, Latin-America and the Caribbean
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Modern Arabic Literature in Translation
Nationalism and Nation Building in the Middle East
The Modern Middle East
Topics in Advanced Arabic

ART

MAJOR

The Department offers students different paths to explore the vital connection between visuality and creativity. With
courses of study in the History of Art and the Practice of Studio Art (or a combination of History and Practice), the Major
is designed to train students to develop the technical, conceptual, critical, and historical tools they need to engage the
visual world.

Art History (ARTH)

PAGES

Art Through Time (101/102) .............................................................................................................................................................19
Materials, Meanings, and Messages in the Arts of Africa and the Diaspora (104) ................................................................... 99
Cinematography in the Digital Age (205) ...................................................................................................................................... 30
African Art Against the State (217) ................................................................................................................................................... 9
History of Photography (221) .......................................................................................................................................................... 68
Photography in/of the Middle East (222) ..................................................................................................................................... 120
The Visual Culture of Renaissance Rome (232) .......................................................................................................................... 165
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture (235) ....................................................................................................................... 136
Demigods:Nature, Social Theory, and Visual Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to Modern (236) ...................... 39
Manet to Matisse (254) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 98
Architecture 1700-1900 (257) .......................................................................................................................................................... 18
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film (260) ........................................................................................................................... 23
Architecture Since 1900 (262) ......................................................................................................................................................... 18
American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present (264) ............................................................................................................... 12
Japanese Art and Culture (270) ....................................................................................................................................................... 89
The Brazilian Avant-garde of the 1960s (271) ............................................................................................................................. 154
Methods of Art History (301) ........................................................................................................................................................ 102
Architecture in Venice (302) ............................................................................................................................................................ 18
African Art and the Western Museum (308) ................................................................................................................................... 9
Gender Construction in Chinese Art (417) ................................................................................................................................... 62
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of Africa (419) .............................................................................................. 65
Image-making, Orientalism and Visual Culture (470) ................................................................................................................. 70
Clark Visiting Professor Seminar: Global Histories of Nineteenth-Century Visual Culture (500) ....................................... 30
Clark Visiting Professor Seminar: Ottoman and Orientalist Visual Culture (500) .................................................................. 30
Museums: History and Practice (501) .......................................................................................................................................... 108
History, Theory, and Techniques of Printmaking (502) ............................................................................................................... 69
Methods of Art History and Criticism (504) ............................................................................................................................... 102
Art and Conservation: An Inquiry into History, Methods, and Materials (508) ...................................................................... 19
Michelangelo: Biography, Mythology, and the History of Art (533) ........................................................................................ 102
Winslow Homer (551) .................................................................................................................................................................... 178
The Enemies of Impressionism, 1870-1900 (552) ....................................................................................................................... 155
Acquiring Art: Selecting and Purchasing Objects For WCMA (557) .......................................................................................... 2
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time (562) ............................................................................................................................. 19
Time/Space/Place: Durational Art and Photography in Modern and Contemporary Art (567) ......................................... 168
Sol LeWitt: On the Wall (569) ....................................................................................................................................................... 147

Art Studio (ARTS)

Drawing I (100) ................................................................................................................................................................................. 46
Artists Respond to Dangerous Times (101) ................................................................................................................................... 20
Art into Activism (114) .................................................................................................................................................................... 19
Costume Design (200) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 38
Worldbuilding: Staging and Design For The Theater (201) ....................................................................................................... 179
Architectural Design I (220) ............................................................................................................................................................ 18
on:Location (232) ............................................................................................................................................................................ 115
Acrylic Painting (241) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 2
Devised Performance Studio (250) ................................................................................................................................................. 41
Film Photography (253) ................................................................................................................................................................... 57
Low Tech Printmaking (266) ........................................................................................................................................................... 97
Sound Art, Public Music (273) ...................................................................................................................................................... 147
Introduction to Sculpture (275) ...................................................................................................................................................... 85
Video (288) ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 175
Realisms: Courbet to Mumblecore (315) ..................................................................................................................................... 133
Junior Seminar (319) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 91
The Empowered Object (322) ........................................................................................................................................................ 155
Architectural Design II (329) ........................................................................................................................................................... 18
Narrative Strategies (333) ............................................................................................................................................................... 111
Senior Seminar (418) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 140

Pre-1400 (ARTH14)
Demigods:Nature, Social Theory, and Visual
Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to Modern
Gender Construction in Chinese Art
Japanese Art and Culture
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture

Pre-1800 (ARTH18)
Architecture in Venice
Gender Construction in Chinese Art
Japanese Art and Culture
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture
The Visual Culture of Renaissance Rome

Middle East, Asia, Africa (ARTHMA)
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of
Africa
Gender Construction in Chinese Art
Image-making, Orientalism and Visual Culture
Japanese Art and Culture
Photography in/of the Middle East

Pre-1600 (ARTH16-)
Demigods:Nature, Social Theory, and Visual
Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to Modern
Michelangelo: Biography, Mythology, and the History
of Art
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture
The Visual Culture of Renaissance Rome

Post-1600 (ARTH16+)
African Art Against the State
African Art and the Western Museum
American Art and Architecture, 1600 to Present
An American Family and "Reality" Television
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time
Architecture 1700-1900
Architecture Since 1900
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of
Africa
History of Photography
Materials, Meanings, and Messages in the Arts of Africa
and the Diaspora
Manet to Matisse
Photography in/of the Middle East
The Brazilian Avant-garde of the 1960s

ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES
As an intellectual interdisciplinary field, Asian American Studies provides a valuable critique of American history, society, and culture by exploring its critical influence on the construction of American society and culture. Moreover, Asian
American Studies provides a unique lens for understanding the United States as a whole. Through its development of
different perspectives on class, gender, and race in the United States, Asian American Studies forces us to re-examine
American society as well as the United States’ ongoing military and economic links to Asia.
Clearly, the broad array of relevant classes in this field allows students to develop new critical, analytical, and investigative means for understanding American national narratives and the United States’ rapidly changing ethnic makeup. The
field covers a history of more than 150 years and encompasses such diverse academic disciplines as sociology, English,
women’s, gender, and sexuality studies, history, law, art, political science, and philosophy among other fields. A survey of
Asian American Studies at Williams College includes courses spanning across the humanities and social sciences. Below is
a list of suggested courses for students interested in establishing a foundation in this course of study at Williams College.

Core (ASAMC)
Comparative American Immigration History
Introduction to Asian American History

Related (ASAMR)
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics
Imagining Immigrants
Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American Culture
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media
Rumble in the Jungle: Major Postcolonial Writers and
Movements
The Global Avant Garde in Literature and Film
We Aren't the World: Global Anglophone Literature in
the 20th Century

ASIAN STUDIES

MAJOR

The mission of the Department of Asian Studies is to help as many students as possible—both majors and non-majors—
develop practical proficiency in Asian languages and, in the tradition of the liberal arts, acquire a meaningful understanding of important facets of one or more of the disciplines represented within Asian Studies (including anthropology, art
history, economics, history, linguistics, literature, music, political science, religion, and sociology), so that they may realize
their fullest intellectual and personal potential and be able to make useful contributions to society. We offer courses in
English in the field of Asian Studies as well as courses in Chinese and Japanese language, literature, and culture. Three
distinct majors are offered: a major in Chinese; a major in Japanese; and an interdisciplinary Asian Studies major which
allows students to choose from a wide range of courses in the anthropology, art, economics, history, languages, linguistics,
literatures, music, politics, religion, and sociology of China, Taiwan, Japan, and other Asian countries.

Asian Studies (ASST)

PAGES

The World of the Mongol Empire (115) ....................................................................................................................................... 166
Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern Metropolis (117) .......................................................................................................... 25
Musics of Asia (126) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 111
Modern China, 1600-Present (213) .............................................................................................................................................. 104
History and Society in India and South Asia: c. 2000 to 1700s CE (222) .................................................................................. 67
Mind and Persons in Indian Thought (244) ................................................................................................................................ 103
Nationalism in East Asia (245) ...................................................................................................................................................... 111
Buddhism: Ideas and Practices (255) .............................................................................................................................................. 26
Introduction to Asian American History (284) ............................................................................................................................ 79
Gender and the Family in Chinese History (319) ......................................................................................................................... 61
The Vietnam Wars (389) ................................................................................................................................................................. 165
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History in the Indian Ocean (391) ............................................................... 177
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India (415) ............................................................................................................. 65
Gender Construction in Chinese Art (417) ................................................................................................................................... 62

Interdept Electives (ASSTE)
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts
Image-making, Orientalism and Visual Culture
Japanese Art and Culture
Musics of Asia
The International Politics of East Asia

ASTRONOMY

MAJOR

How long will the Sun shine? How do we discover Earth-like planets among the many circling other stars? How did the
universe begin and how has it evolved over its 13.8 billion year history? Astronomy is the science that asks and tries to
answer questions like these. We have come a long way toward understanding what makes the sky appear as it does and how
the Universe behaves. The Astronomy Department offers courses for anyone who is interested in learning about the Universe, and who would like to be able to follow new astronomical discoveries as they are made. All courses in Astronomy
satisfy the Division III requirement. The Astrophysics major (administered jointly with the Physics Department) and the
Astronomy major are described in the online catalogue. Some Geosciences courses may also be suitable, especially for
those interested in planetary astronomy, as would be some Chemistry courses, especially for those interested in interstellar
molecules.
The beginning astronomy courses are offered on two levels. Astronomy 101, 102, 104, and 330-range courses are intended
primarily for non-science majors and have no prerequisite. Astronomy 111 is designed for students with some exposure
to physics. It has a prerequisite of one year of high school physics or permission of the instructor, and a co-requisite of
Mathematics 140 or equivalent background in calculus.
Most of the survey astronomy courses take advantage of our observational and computational facilities including a 24-inch
computer-controlled telescope with sensitive electronic detectors, and our own computer network for image processing
and data analysis. The Astronomy Department homepage can be found at astronomy.williams.edu <http://astronomy.
williams.edu/> .

Astronomy (ASTR)

PAGES

Stars: From Suns to Black Holes (101) .......................................................................................................................................... 149
Our Solar System and Others (102) .............................................................................................................................................. 117
Introduction to Astrophysics (111) ................................................................................................................................................. 80
Astronomical Data Acquisition and Analysis (211) ..................................................................................................................... 20
Planets and Moons (217) ................................................................................................................................................................ 121
The Nature of the Universe (330) .................................................................................................................................................. 159
Between the Stars: The Interstellar Medium (402) ........................................................................................................................ 23

ASTROPHYSICS

MAJOR

How long will the Sun shine, what powers it, and what happens to sunlike stars as they die? How do we discover Earth-like
planets among the many circling other stars and study exoplanet atmospheres? How have new generations of telescopes on
mountaintops and in space helped us find out how the universe began and how it has evolved over its 13.8 billion year history? Astronomy—now essentially synonymous with astrophysics— is the science that asks and tries to answer questions
like these. We have come a long way toward understanding what makes the sky appear as it does and how the Universe
behaves. The Astronomy Department offers courses for anyone who is interested in learning about the Universe, and who
would like to be able to follow new astronomical discoveries as they are made. All courses in the Astronomy Department
satisfy the Division III requirement. The Astrophysics major (administered jointly with the Physics Department) is described in the online catalogue; it is essentially the Physics major with a flavor of Astrophysics, including seminars and
often individual work with Williams College’s astronomers. Some Geosciences courses could be important for those interested in planetary astronomy or exoplanet studies, and suitable Chemistry, Mathematics, or Computer Science courses
could also be appropriate.
Astronomy 111, Introduction to Astrophysics, is designed for students with some exposure to physics. It has a prerequisite
of one year of high school physics or permission of the instructor, and a co-requisite of Mathematics 140 or equivalent
background in calculus. Basically, potential Astrophysics majors usually take Astronomy 111 in their first or second years,
sometimes Astronomy 211 on working with data, and always two or three advanced seminars or tutorials on astrophysical topics (choosing one or more of these advanced courses in place of similar-level courses in the Physics department).
Astronomy 111 and 211, as well as most of the survey astronomy courses, take advantage of our observational and computational facilities including a 24-inch computer-controlled telescope with sensitive electronic detectors, and our own computer network for image processing and data analysis. The Astronomy Department homepage can be found at astronomy.
williams.edu <http://astronomy.williams.edu> .

BIOCHEMISTRY AND
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

CONCENTRATION

Biochemistry and molecular biology are dynamic fields that lie at the forefront of science. Through elucidation of the
structure and function of biologically important molecules (such as nucleic acids, lipids, proteins, and carbohydrates)
these disciplines have provided important insights and advances in the fields of molecular engineering (recombinant DNA
technology, “intelligent” drug design, “in vitro evolution”), genomics and proteomics, signal transduction, immunology,
developmental biology, and evolution.
The Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Program is designed to provide students with an opportunity to explore living
systems in molecular terms. Biochemistry and molecular biology are at the interface between the chemical and biological
methods of looking at nature; therefore, the program draws heavily from these disciplines. While chemistry is concerned
with the relationship between molecular structure and reactions, and biology focuses on cells and organisms, biochemistry and molecular biology probe the details of the structures and interactions of molecules in living systems in order
to provide the foundation for a better understanding of biological molecules both individually and as members of more
complex structures.

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (BIMO)

PAGES

Biochemistry I: Structure and Function of Biological Molecules (321) .......................................................................................23
Biochemistry II: Metabolism (322) ...................................................................................................................................................24
Topics in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (401) ..................................................................................................................169

Interdept Electives (BIMOE)
Biophysical Chemistry
Genome Sciences: At the Cutting Edge
Immunology
Instrumental Methods of Analysis
Microbiology: Diversity, Cellular Physiology, and Interactions
Neural Development and Plasticity
RNA Worlds
Signal Transduction to Cancer
Synthetic Organic Chemistry
Thermodyamics and Statistical Mechanics

Required (BIMOR)
Advanced Chemical Concepts
Biochemistry I: Structure and Function of Biological
Molecules
Biochemistry II: Metabolism
Genetics
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry: Advanced Section
Organic Chemistry: Introductory Level
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level
Principles of Modern Chemistry
Topics in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
The Cell
The Organism

BIOINFORMATICS, GENOMICS, AND
PROTEOMICS
Bioinformatics, genomics, and proteomics are rapidly advancing fields that integrate the tools and knowledge from biology, chemistry, computer science, mathematics, physics, and statistics in research at the intersection of the biological and
informational sciences. Inspired by the enormous amount of biological data that are being generated from the sequencing
of genomes, these new fields will help us pose and answer biological questions that have long been considered too complex
to address. Research in genomics, proteomics, and bioinformatics will also significantly impact society affecting medicine,
culture, economics, and politics.

Recommended (BGNPR)
Algorithm Design and Analysis
Data Structures and Advanced Programming
Evolution
Elementary Statistics and Data Analysis
Genetics
Genome Sciences: At the Cutting Edge
Introduction to Computer Science
Statistics and Data Analysis

Related (BGNPE)
Biochemistry I: Structure and Function of Biological
Molecules
Biochemistry II: Metabolism
Stat Mechanics & Thermodynamics

BIOLOGY

MAJOR

The Biology curriculum has been designed to provide students with a broad base for understanding principles governing
life processes at all levels, from biochemistry and cell biology to physiology to ecology and behavior. Courses emphasize
fundamentals common to all sub-disciplines including the coupling of structure to function, the transfer of energy in
living systems, communication, and the molding of diversity by the evolutionary process. In upper-level courses and in
independent and honors research, students have the opportunity to investigate areas at the frontiers of modern biology.
Although the Biology major is specifically designed to provide a balanced curriculum in the broader context of the liberal
arts, it is also excellent preparation for graduate studies in the life sciences and in the health professions.

Biology (BIOL)

PAGES

The Cell (101) ................................................................................................................................................................................... 154
The Organism (102) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 160
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues (134) ............................................................................................................................... 164
Genetics (202) .................................................................................................................................................................................... 62
Ecology (203) ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 47
Animal Behavior (204) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 15
Physiology (205) .............................................................................................................................................................................. 121
Neuroscience (212) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 113
Mathematical Ecology (214) ......................................................................................................................................................... 100
Dangerous Exposures: Environment, Immunity, and Infectious Disease (219) ....................................................................... 39
Field Botany and Plant Natural History (220) ............................................................................................................................... 57
Marine Ecology (231) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 99
Communities and Ecosystems (302) .............................................................................................................................................. 32
Evolution (305) .................................................................................................................................................................................. 55
Neural Development and Plasticity (310) .................................................................................................................................... 112
Neural Systems and Circuits (311) ................................................................................................................................................ 113
Immunology (313) ............................................................................................................................................................................ 72
Microbiology: Diversity, Cellular Physiology, and Interactions (315) ..................................................................................... 103
Biochemistry I: Structure and Function of Biological Molecules (321) ..................................................................................... 23
Biochemistry II: Metabolism (322) ................................................................................................................................................. 24
RNA Worlds (408) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 136
Translational Immunology: From Bench to Bedside (417) ....................................................................................................... 171
Signal Transduction to Cancer (418) ............................................................................................................................................ 144
Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture (422) ....................................................................................................................................... 47
Genome Sciences: At the Cutting Edge (430) ................................................................................................................................ 62

CHEMISTRY

MAJOR

Through a variety of individual courses and sequential programs, the department provides an opportunity for students
to explore the nature and significance of chemistry, an area of important achievement in our quest for knowledge about
ourselves and the world around us. The student of chemistry is able to become aware of the special viewpoint of chemists,
the general nature of chemical investigation, some of its important results, how these results are expressed, and something
of their significance within the fields of science and in the area of human endeavor as a whole.
The Chemistry major provides excellent preparation for graduate study in chemistry, biochemistry, chemical engineering,
environmental science, materials science, medicine, and the medical sciences. A major in chemistry can be achieved in
several ways, preferably beginning in the student’s first year at Williams, but also beginning in the sophomore year. Building on a foundation in general chemistry, organic chemistry, and physical chemistry, a student elects additional advanced
courses to complete a major that is consistent with his or her background in other sciences, interests, and goals. A student’s
program might emphasize biochemistry, organic chemistry, physical chemistry, or inorganic chemistry, with additional
courses available in analytical chemistry, environmental science, and materials science. Students considering a major in
chemistry should consult with the department as early as possible.

Chemistry (CHEM)

PAGES

Chemistry and Physics of Cooking (116) ...................................................................................................................................... 29
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry (151) ................................................................................................................................... 87
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry: Advanced Section (153) ................................................................................................. 87
Principles of Modern Chemistry (155) ........................................................................................................................................ 126
Organic Chemistry: Introductory Level (156) ............................................................................................................................ 116
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level (251) ............................................................................................................................ 116
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level--Special Laboratory Section (255) .......................................................................... 116
Advanced Chemical Concepts (256) ................................................................................................................................................ 4
Biochemistry I: Structure and Function of Biological Molecules (321) ..................................................................................... 23
Biochemistry II: Metabolism (322) ................................................................................................................................................. 24
Inorganic/Organometallic Chemistry (335) .................................................................................................................................. 73
Synthetic Organic Chemistry (342) .............................................................................................................................................. 152
Quantum Chemistry and Chemical Dynamics (361) ................................................................................................................ 129
Instrumental Methods of Analysis (364) ....................................................................................................................................... 73
Thermodyamics and Statistical Mechanics (366) ........................................................................................................................ 167
Biophysical Chemistry (367) ........................................................................................................................................................... 24
Computational Chemistry and Molecular Spectroscopy (368) .................................................................................................. 35

CHINESE

MAJOR

As an intellectual interdisciplinary field, Asian American Studies provides a valuable critique of American history, society, and culture by exploring its critical influence on the construction of American society and culture. Moreover, Asian
American Studies provides a unique lens for understanding the United States as a whole. Through its development of
different perspectives on class, gender, and race in the United States, Asian American Studies forces us to re-examine
American society as well as the United States’ ongoing military and economic links to Asia.
Clearly, the broad array of relevant classes in this field allows students to develop new critical, analytical, and investigative means for understanding American national narratives and the United States’ rapidly changing ethnic makeup. The
field covers a history of more than 150 years and encompasses such diverse academic disciplines as sociology, English,
women’s, gender, and sexuality studies, history, law, art, political science, and philosophy among other fields. A survey of
Asian American Studies at Williams College includes courses spanning across the humanities and social sciences. Below is
a list of suggested courses for students interested in establishing a foundation in this course of study at Williams College.

Chinese (CHIN)

PAGES

Basic Chinese (101) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 21
Basic Chinese (102) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 22
Intermediate Chinese (201) ............................................................................................................................................................. 74
Intermediate Chinese (202) ............................................................................................................................................................. 74
Upper-Intermediate Chinese (301) ............................................................................................................................................... 173
Upper-Intermediate Chinese (302) ............................................................................................................................................... 173
Advanced Chinese (401) .................................................................................................................................................................... 4
Advanced Chinese (402) .................................................................................................................................................................... 4
Introduction to Classical Chinese (412) ......................................................................................................................................... 80
Intermediate Classical Chinese: Ideas of Authority in Classical Chinese Literature (413) ..................................................... 75
Old Shanghai, New Shanghai (422) .............................................................................................................................................. 115

CLASSICS

MAJOR

Classical studies at Williams include a broad range of courses in the Greek and Latin languages and the civilizations of
the ancient Mediterranean. Courses in Greek and Latin enable students to increase their linguistic facility as they study
important authors, subjects, and periods and develop a variety of methodological skills. Courses in Classical Civilization,
in which texts are read in English translation, provide introductions to the literature, history, mythology, art, archaeology, religion and philosophy of ancient Greece, Rome, and the larger Mediterranean, as well as opportunities for more
advanced or specialized study.
Our curriculum, like the events we organize and the cooperation we enjoy with other departments and programs, reflects
the interdisciplinary character and expansive range of classical studies. Many of our courses emphasize a single disciplinary approach (literary or historical, for example), while others integrate several approaches. Many of our courses are
focused entirely on ancient Greek and/or Roman culture, while others expand their focus to include other ancient Mediterranean cultures or later periods. All of our offerings challenge students both to confront the foreignness of these ancient
cultures and to explore the profound connections between them and our own.

Classics (CLAS)

PAGES

Roman Literature: Foundations and Empire (102) ..................................................................................................................... 137
History of Ancient Greek Philosophy (203) .................................................................................................................................. 67
Gnosis, Gnostics, Gnosticism (218) ................................................................................................................................................ 64
Greek History (222) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 65
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture (224) ....................................................................................................................... 136
Demigods:Nature, Social Theory, and Visual Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to Modern (236) ...................... 39
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean (258) ................................................................................................................. 44
The Good Life in Greek and Roman Ethics (306) ....................................................................................................................... 156
Roman Cities in the Near East (340) ............................................................................................................................................ 136

Greek (CLGR)

Introduction to Greek (101/102) .......................................................................................................................................................82
Intermediate Greek (201) ................................................................................................................................................................. 75
Homer: The Iliad (401) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 69
Rhetoric and Democracy: the Greek Orators (407) ................................................................................................................... 135

Latin (CLLA)

Introduction to Latin (101/102) ........................................................................................................................................................84
Intermediate Latin: The Late Republic (201) ................................................................................................................................. 76
Virgil’s “Aeneid” (302) .......................................................................................................................................................................175
Horace Odes 1-3 (406) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 69
Caesar and Cicero (407) ................................................................................................................................................................... 27

COGNITIVE SCIENCE

CONCENTRATION

Cognitive science is concerned with how humans, non-human animals, and computers acquire, represent, manipulate,
and use information. As an interdisciplinary field it combines research and theory from computer science (e.g., artificial
intelligence), cognitive psychology, philosophy, linguistics, and neuroscience, and to some extent evolutionary biology,
math, and anthropology. Complex issues of cognition are not easily addressed using traditional intra-disciplinary tools.
Cognitive researchers in any discipline typically employ a collection of analytic and modeling tools from across traditional
disciplinary boundaries. Thus, the methods and research agenda of cognitive science are broader than those of any of
the fields that have traditionally contributed to cognitive science. The Cognitive Science Program is designed to provide
students with the broad interdisciplinary foundation needed to approach issues of cognition.

Cognitive Science (COGS)

PAGES

Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An Introduction to Cognitive Science (222) ......................................................... 103
Senior Seminar: Cognitive Science (493) ..................................................................................................................................... 141

Electives (COGSE)
Cognitive Psychology
Choice and Decision Making
Cognition and Education
Embodiment and Consciousness: A Cross-Cultural Exploration
Introduction to Computer Science
Neuroscience
Theory of Computation

Related (COGSR)
Animal Behavior
Evolution
Elementary Statistics and Data Analysis
Experimentation and Statistics
Linear Algebra
Philosophy of Science
Statistics and Data Analysis

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

MAJOR

Students motivated by a desire to study literary art in the broadest sense of the term will find an intellectual home in the
Program in Comparative Literature. The Program in Comparative Literature gives students the opportunity to develop
their critical faculties through the analysis of literature across cultures, and through the exploration of literary and critical
theory. By crossing national, linguistic, historical, and disciplinary boundaries, students of Comparative Literature learn
to read texts for the ways they make meaning, the assumptions that underlie that meaning, and the aesthetic elements
evinced in the making. Students of Comparative Literature are encouraged to examine the widest possible range of literary
communication, including the metamorphosis of media, genres, forms, and themes.
Whereas specific literature programs allow the student to trace the development of one literature in a particular culture
over a period of time, Comparative Literature juxtaposes the writings of different cultures and epochs in a variety of ways.
Because interpretive methods from other disciplines play a crucial role in investigating literature’s larger context, the
Program offers courses intended for students in all divisions of the college and of all interests. These include courses that
introduce students to the comparative study of world literature and courses designed to enhance any foreign language
major in the Williams curriculum.

Comparative Literature (COMP)

PAGES

Roman Literature: Foundations and Empire (108) ..................................................................................................................... 137
Introduction to Comparative Literature (110) .............................................................................................................................. 80
The Nature of Narrative (111) ........................................................................................................................................................ 159
Rumble in the Jungle: Major Postcolonial Writers and Movements (115) .............................................................................. 137
Introduction to Cultural Theory (117) ........................................................................................................................................... 81
Introduction to Theatre (151) .......................................................................................................................................................... 86
Japanese Film (153) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 89
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz (156) ........................................................................................................................................ 167
Modern Drama (202) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 104
Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature in Translation (203) ................................................................................................... 114
Dolls, Puppets and Automatons (209) ............................................................................................................................................ 45
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures (211) .................................................................................................................................... 83
Gnosis, Gnostics, Gnosticism (218) ................................................................................................................................................ 64
Hollywood Cinema (221) ................................................................................................................................................................. 69
Modern Arabic Literature in Translation (228) .......................................................................................................................... 104
Postmodernism (231) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 124
Reading and Writing the Body (232) ............................................................................................................................................ 131
Sexuality and Imperialism (234) ................................................................................................................................................... 143
Love, Desire, and Longing in Classical Arabic Poetry (237) ....................................................................................................... 97
The Novel in Theory (239) ............................................................................................................................................................. 160
Introduction to Literary Theory (240) ............................................................................................................................................ 83
Americans Abroad (242) .................................................................................................................................................................. 14
Modern Women Writers and the City (243) ............................................................................................................................... 106
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History (252) ............................................................................................................. 18
From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of Post-Soviet Gender (257) .......................................................................................... 60
Adultery in the Nineteenth-Century Novel (259) .......................................................................................................................... 3
Reading Comics from the French-Speaking World (260) ......................................................................................................... 132
Comparative Postcolonial Narratives: Novels from the Arab World, Latin-America and the Caribbean (261) .................. 33
From Kleist to Kafka (271) ............................................................................................................................................................... 60
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film (273) ........................................................................................................................... 23
Confronting Japan (274) .................................................................................................................................................................. 36
American Drama: Hidden Knowledge (275) ................................................................................................................................ 12
Philosophy of Film and Film Theory (295) ................................................................................................................................. 119
Aesthetic Outrage (300) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 8
Tolstoy and His Age (306) .............................................................................................................................................................. 168
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts (307) ..................................................................................................................... 20
Studies in European Cinema (310) ............................................................................................................................................... 151
Experimental African American Poetry (311) .............................................................................................................................. 56
Rocket Men: Ballistic Culture (313) .............................................................................................................................................. 136
Dante (317) ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 39
Twentieth-Century Novel: From Adversity to Modernity (318) .............................................................................................. 172
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (319) ...................................................................... 24
Joyce, Woolf, and Proust (325) ........................................................................................................................................................ 90
New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art, Film and Theatre in the City (330) ................................................................ 113
Narrative Strategies (333) ............................................................................................................................................................... 111
Imagining Joseph (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 71
Two American Poets: Wallace Stevens and John Ashbery (335) .............................................................................................. 172
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media (339) .................................................................................. 130
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures (342) .................................................................................................................................... 92

Museums, Memorials, and Monuments: The Representation and Politics of Memory (345) .............................................. 107
Questioning the Cultural Self in Literature (346) ....................................................................................................................... 129
Silence, Loss and (Non)Memory in Twentieth-Century Austria (347) ................................................................................... 145
Modernism and the Problem of Modernity (349) ..................................................................................................................... 106
The Global Avant Garde in Literature and Film (351) ............................................................................................................... 156
Fanaticism (365) ................................................................................................................................................................................ 56
Literary and Critical Theory in the Twentieth Century (380) ..................................................................................................... 95
Signs of History (395) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 144
Senior Seminar: Histories of Reading (401) ................................................................................................................................ 142
The Historical Novel (403) ............................................................................................................................................................. 157
Literature, Justice, and Community (407) ...................................................................................................................................... 95
Images of Law (411) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 71
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India (415) ............................................................................................................. 65
Topics in Critical Theory: Hegel and the Dialectic (456) ........................................................................................................... 170

COMPUTER SCIENCE

MAJOR

Computers and computation are pervasive in our society. They play enormously important roles in areas as diverse as
education, science, business, and the arts. Understanding the nature of computation and exploring the great potential of
computers are the goals of the discipline of computer science. A sample of the areas of research investigated by the Williams Department of Computer Science alone illustrates the vast range of topics that are of interest to computer scientists
and computing professionals today. This includes: the use of computer-generated graphic images in the arts and as a tool
for visualization in the sciences and other areas; the protocols that make transmission of information over the Internet
possible; the design of revolutionary new computer languages that simplify the process of constructing complex programs
for computers; the development of machine learning algorithms that can extract useful and even novel information from
data that is too complex for humans to analyze; algorithms that can solve problems that were previously too hard to solve
in a reasonable amount of time, just by giving up a little bit of optimality in the solution; the investigation of machine
architectures and specific hardware aimed at making computing fast.
The department recognizes that students’ interests in computer science will vary widely. The department attempts to meet
these varying interests through: (1) the major; (2) a selection of courses intended for those who are interested primarily in
an introduction to computer science; (3) recommended course sequences for the non-major who wants a more extensive
introduction to computer science in general or who seeks to develop some specific expertise in computing for application
in some other discipline.

Computer Science (CSCI)

PAGES

The Socio-Techno Web (102) ......................................................................................................................................................... 163
Introduction to Computer Science (134) ....................................................................................................................................... 81
Diving into the Deluge of Data (135) ............................................................................................................................................. 44
Data Structures and Advanced Programming (136) .................................................................................................................... 39
Cinematography in the Digital Age (205) ...................................................................................................................................... 30
Computer Organization (237) ......................................................................................................................................................... 35
Algorithm Design and Analysis (256) ............................................................................................................................................ 11
Software Methods (326) ................................................................................................................................................................. 147
Principles of Programming Languages (334) .............................................................................................................................. 126
Computer Networks (336) ............................................................................................................................................................... 35
Digital Design and Modern Architecture (337) ............................................................................................................................ 42
Distributed Systems (339) ................................................................................................................................................................ 44
Advanced Algorithms (356) ............................................................................................................................................................... 3
Theory of Computation (361) ........................................................................................................................................................ 167
Visual Media Revolution (372) ...................................................................................................................................................... 176
Compiler Design (434) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 33

CRITICAL LANGUAGES
The Critical Languages Program enables students to study important foreign languages relevant to their academic interests
but not taught in regular courses at Williams. The program can field a limited number of courses per year*, and it has
offered one-year of elementary Hebrew, Hindi, Korean and Swahili thus far. Students work independently with standard
language textbooks and audio materials for roughly ten hours per week and attend biweekly group review sessions with
tutors who are native speakers. Language faculty from other institutions provide the course syllabus, conduct the exams,
and determine the final grades. An organizational meeting for enrolled students is held the first week of each semester.
Interested students must present an application and have it approved before registering for a course. Applications are available during the first two weeks of April and can be obtained from the Coordinator at the Center for Foreign Languages,
Literatures, and Cultures, Hollander 230. This is a year-long course.

Hebrew (CRHE)

PAGES

Hebrew (201) ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 66
Hebrew (202) ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 66

Hindi (CRHI)

Hindi (201) ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 67
Hindi (202) ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 67

Korean (CRKO)

Korean (201) ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 91
Korean (202) ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 91
Intermediate Korean (301) ............................................................................................................................................................... 76
Intermediate Korean. (302) .............................................................................................................................................................. 76

Swahili (CRSW)

Swahili (201) .................................................................................................................................................................................... 151
Swahili (202) .................................................................................................................................................................................... 151

DANCE
The purpose of the Dance Department is to educate students in the physical disciplines, cultural traditions and expressive possibilities of dance. We provide the opportunity to study and experience dance as technique, composition, history,
theory and performance. We do not offer a major or a concentration, yet our courses can offer complementary study in the
disciplines of Theater, Visual Art, Africana Studies, Performance Studies and Music. Technique courses currently offered
include ballet, modern, African and Irish traditions and Pilates.
At the beginning of the fall semester, prior to the beginning of classes, the department will offer a placement workshop
to evaluate student accomplishment and determine which course level is appropriate. Notification of placement will be
sent to the student within 24 hours. If a student wishes to pre-register before the placement workshop, he/she is advised to
contact the instructor of the course for advice.
All students are welcome to audition for membership in the Department’s performing companies (CoDa, Kusika, Sankofa,
and INISH). Membership is also possible through invitation by the company directors. Kusika and INISH also accept
members as dancers, musicians, singers and storytellers. Members study with faculty, guest artists and peers. Student
choreographers are also supported. “

Dance (DANC)

PAGES

Foundations in Dance (100) ............................................................................................................................................................ 59
African Dance and Percussion (201) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
African Dance and Percussion (202) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
Beginning/Intermediate Ballet: Technique, Variations and History (203) ................................................................................ 22
Modern Masterworks (205) ........................................................................................................................................................... 105
Ballet: Technique, Variations and History (300) ........................................................................................................................... 21
Creative Process in Dance (301) ...................................................................................................................................................... 38
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (317) ...................................................................... 24

ECONOMICS

MAJOR

Economics addresses issues that are central to our daily lives: our material standard of living, poverty, inequality, unemployment, and inflation, among others. The methodology of economics contributes insights to public policy that can help
guide efforts to increase social wellbeing and distribute that wellbeing in a fair way. Microeconomics studies the behavior
of individual entities such as households or firms. Macroeconomics looks at the big picture, the economy as a whole, and
its growth and fluctuations. Econometrics develops and applies statistical methods to facilitate empirical analysis of economic issues. An economics major will first take courses in these three core areas, and then apply the methods learned to
more specialized topics in elective courses.

Economics (ECON)

PAGES

Principles of Microeconomics (110) ............................................................................................................................................. 126
Principles of Macroeconomics (120) ............................................................................................................................................ 126
Economics of Developing Countries (204) .................................................................................................................................... 48
Public Economics (205) .................................................................................................................................................................. 128
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (213) .................................................................................. 81
American Economic History (220) ................................................................................................................................................. 13
Acquiring Art: Selecting and Purchasing Objects For WCMA (227) .......................................................................................... 2
Water as a Scarce Resource (228) .................................................................................................................................................. 176
Financial Markets (231) .................................................................................................................................................................... 58
Behavioral Economics and Public Policy (233) ............................................................................................................................. 22
Colonialism and Underdevelopment in South Asia (240) ........................................................................................................... 32
Price and Allocation Theory (251) ................................................................................................................................................ 125
Macroeconomics (252) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 97
Econometrics (255) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 47
Economic Liberalism and Its Critics (299) .................................................................................................................................... 48
International Trade (358) ................................................................................................................................................................. 78
Inspiration/Perspiration: The Economics of Innovation and Technological Change (377) .................................................... 73
Long-Run Perspectives on Economic Growth (378) .................................................................................................................... 96
Global Health Policy Challenges (381) ........................................................................................................................................... 63
Corporate Finance (384) .................................................................................................................................................................. 37
Games and Information (385) ......................................................................................................................................................... 61
Financial Crises: Causes and Cures (390) ...................................................................................................................................... 57
International Macroeconomics (393) ............................................................................................................................................. 77
Income Distribution (456) ............................................................................................................................................................... 72
Economics of Institutions (459) ...................................................................................................................................................... 48
Economic Development of China (460) ......................................................................................................................................... 48
Financial History (463) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 58
Pollution and the Labor Market (465) .......................................................................................................................................... 124
Your Money or Your Life: Health Disparities in the United States (468) ................................................................................. 180
Topics in Advanced Econometrics (471) ...................................................................................................................................... 169
Macroeconomic Instability and Financial Markets (472) ............................................................................................................ 97
Advanced Microeconomic Theory (475) ......................................................................................................................................... 6
Behavioral Economic Theory and Methods (476) ........................................................................................................................ 22
Development Economics I (501) ..................................................................................................................................................... 41
Statistics/Econometrics (502) ........................................................................................................................................................ 150
Statistics/Econometrics: Advanced Section (503) ....................................................................................................................... 150
Public Economics (504) .................................................................................................................................................................. 128
Developing Country Macroeconomics (505) ................................................................................................................................ 40
Fundamentals of Developing Country Macroeconomics (506) .................................................................................................. 61
Financial Development and Regulation (510) ............................................................................................................................... 58
Empirical Methods in Macroeconomics (513) .............................................................................................................................. 52
Tax Policy in Emerging Markets (514) ......................................................................................................................................... 152
Developing Country Macroeconomics II (515) ............................................................................................................................ 41
International Trade and Development (516) ................................................................................................................................. 78
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy (518) ...................................................................................................................... 53
Program Evaluation for International Development (523) ....................................................................................................... 127
Political Economy and Economic Development (524) .............................................................................................................. 122
Inclusive Growth: The Role of Social Safety Nets (532) ............................................................................................................... 72
Long Term Fiscal Challenges (534) ................................................................................................................................................. 96
International Financial Institutions (535) ...................................................................................................................................... 77

ENGLISH

MAJOR

The study of English allows students to explore the critical role language and literature play in the shaping of human culture and social experience. Department courses cover a variety of national, regional, and diasporic literary traditions; acquaint students with a range of genres and cultural practices, including poetry, prose, drama, film, and mixed or emerging
media; and employ a range of critical and methodological approaches. All foster skills of critical analysis, interpretation,
and written argument and expression. By cultivating a sophisticated awareness of linguistic and literary representation,
and by encouraging the ability to read critically and write persuasively, the English major provides students with intellectual and analytical skills that they can draw upon to follow a wide range of paths.

English (ENGL)

PAGES

Ruined America (103) .................................................................................................................................................................... 137
American Girls (105) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 13
Everyday Stories (108) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 55
Poetry and Politics (111) ................................................................................................................................................................ 121
Rumble in the Jungle: Major Postcolonial Writers and Movements (115) .............................................................................. 137
The Ethics of Fiction (116) ............................................................................................................................................................. 155
Introduction to Cultural Theory (117) ........................................................................................................................................... 81
The Nature of Narrative (120) ........................................................................................................................................................ 159
Precocity (121) ................................................................................................................................................................................. 125
Modernism (122) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 106
Borrowing and Stealing: Originality in Literature and Culture (123) ........................................................................................ 26
Theater and Politics (125) ............................................................................................................................................................... 166
Imitation and Parodies (143) ........................................................................................................................................................... 72
Expository Writing (150) ................................................................................................................................................................. 56
New American Fiction (154) ......................................................................................................................................................... 113
Shakespeare, Sex, and Power (201) ............................................................................................................................................... 144
Modern Drama (202) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 104
Cinematography in the Digital Age (203) ...................................................................................................................................... 30
Hollywood Cinema (204) ................................................................................................................................................................. 69
The Art of Poetry (205) ................................................................................................................................................................... 153
Shakespearean Comedy (208) ....................................................................................................................................................... 144
English Literature from 1000 to1600 (211) .................................................................................................................................... 52
Making Radio (213) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 98
Introduction to the Novel (216) ...................................................................................................................................................... 86
Introduction to African American Literature (220) ..................................................................................................................... 79
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Jazz (223) ........................................................................................................................................ 167
American Drama: Hidden Knowledge (224) ................................................................................................................................ 12
Introduction to Literary Theory (230) ............................................................................................................................................ 83
Literature of the Sea (231) ................................................................................................................................................................ 95
The Art of the Long Story (232) .................................................................................................................................................... 154
Imagining Immigrants (239) ........................................................................................................................................................... 71
The Novel in Theory (240) ............................................................................................................................................................. 160
Introduction to Comparative Literature (241) .............................................................................................................................. 80
The Love of Literature (246) ........................................................................................................................................................... 158
Love and Revolution (249) ............................................................................................................................................................... 96
Americans Abroad (250) .................................................................................................................................................................. 14
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures (251) .................................................................................................................................... 83
Ethics of Jewish American Fiction (259) ........................................................................................................................................ 55
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film (260) ........................................................................................................................... 23
Adultery in the Nineteenth-Century Novel (261) .......................................................................................................................... 3
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity (265) .................................................................................................. 169
Postmodernism (266) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 124
American Postmodern Fiction (272) .............................................................................................................................................. 13
Introductory Workshop in Poetry (281) ........................................................................................................................................ 88
Introductory Workshop in Poetry (281) ........................................................................................................................................ 88
Introductory Workshop in Fiction (283) ....................................................................................................................................... 87
Writing About Science and Nature (286) ..................................................................................................................................... 180
Charles Dickens (300) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 28
Distraction & Attention (301) ......................................................................................................................................................... 44
Dante (304) ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 39
Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales (305) ............................................................................................................................................. 29
Aesthetic Outrage (306) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 8
Studies in European Cinema (310) ............................................................................................................................................... 151
Rocket Men: Ballistic Culture (312) .............................................................................................................................................. 136

Approaches to W. B. Yeats (313) ...................................................................................................................................................... 16
Poetry of Milton (315) .................................................................................................................................................................... 121
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (317) ...................................................................... 24
Ecocriticism (318) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 46
Two American Poets: Wallace Stevens and John Ashbery (320) .............................................................................................. 172
Samuel Johnson and the Literary Tradition (321) ...................................................................................................................... 138
Political Romanticism (322) ........................................................................................................................................................... 123
Joyce, Woolf, and Proust (325) ........................................................................................................................................................ 90
Experimental African American Poetry (327) .............................................................................................................................. 56
Austen and Eliot (328) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 21
Romantic Culture (331) .................................................................................................................................................................. 137
Images of Law (332) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 71
The Nineteenth-Century British Novel (333) .............................................................................................................................. 160
Suspicious Mind (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 151
The American Renaissance (338) .................................................................................................................................................. 153
Whitman and Dickinson in Context (343) .................................................................................................................................. 178
Modernism and the Problem of Modernity (350) ..................................................................................................................... 106
The Global Avant Garde in Literature and Film (352) ............................................................................................................... 156
Fanaticism (355) ................................................................................................................................................................................ 56
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures (365) .................................................................................................................................... 92
Literary and Critical Theory in the Twentieth Century (370) ..................................................................................................... 95
Two Truths and a Lie: Advanced Workshop in Memoir and Fiction (373) ............................................................................ 172
Legacies of The Gothic Novel: Feminism and Horror in The Transatlantic World (377) ....................................................... 94
Nature/Writing (378) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 112
20th C. American Blackness (381) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Advanced Workshop in Poetry (382) ............................................................................................................................................... 8
Advanced Fiction Workshop: Form and Technique (385) ............................................................................................................ 5
Black Utopia (387) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 25
Asian American Writing and the Visual Arts (388) ..................................................................................................................... 20
Modern Pleasure (394) ................................................................................................................................................................... 105
Signs of History (395) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 144
The Historical Novel (402) ............................................................................................................................................................. 157
Literature, Justice, and Community (407) ...................................................................................................................................... 95
Senior Seminar: Histories of Reading (452) ................................................................................................................................ 142
Topics in Critical Theory: Hegel and the Dialectic (456) ........................................................................................................... 170

Criticism (ENGLCR)

Literary Histories A - pre 1800 (ENGLA)

Aesthetic Outrage
Approaches to W. B. Yeats
Austen and Eliot
Fanaticism
Introduction to Literary Theory
Literature, Justice, and Community
Postmodernism
Rocket Men: Ballistic Culture
Signs of History
Samuel Johnson and the Literary Tradition
Suspicious Mind
The Novel in Theory
The Historical Novel
Topics in Critical Theory: Hegel and the Dialectic

Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales
Dante
English Literature from 1000 to1600
Poetry of Milton
Shakespeare, Sex, and Power
Samuel Johnson and the Literary Tradition
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity
The Novel in Theory
We Aren't the World: Global Anglophone Literature in
the 20th Century

200-level Gateway Courses (ENGLG)
American Postmodern Fiction
Introduction to African American Literature
Introduction to Literary Theory
Imagining Immigrants
Love and Revolution
Shakespearean Comedy
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity
The Novel in Theory
We Aren't the World: Global Anglophone Literature in
the 20th Century

Literary Histories B - 1800-1900 (ENGLB)
Adultery in the Nineteenth-Century Novel
Austen and Eliot
Charles Dickens
Distraction & Attention
Fanaticism
Love and Revolution
Legacies of The Gothic Novel: Feminism and Horror in
The Transatlantic World
Political Romanticism
Romantic Culture
Signs of History
Topics in American Literature: Freedom and Captivity
The American Renaissance
The Novel in Theory
The Historical Novel
The Nineteenth-Century British Novel

Literary Histories C - post 1900 (ENGLC)
American Postmodern Fiction
Aesthetic Outrage
Approaches to W. B. Yeats
Black Utopia
Hollywood Cinema
Introduction to African American Literature
Introduction to the Novel
Imagining Immigrants
Joyce, Woolf, and Proust
James Joyce's "Ulysses"
Love and Revolution
Modern Drama
Modern Pleasure
Rocket Men: Ballistic Culture
Studies in European Cinema
The Global Avant Garde in Literature and Film
We Aren't the World: Global Anglophone Literature in
the 20th Century

Creative Writing (ENGLW)
Advanced Workshop in Poetry
Advanced Fiction Workshop: Form and Technique
Introductory Workshop in Poetry
Introductory Workshop in Fiction

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

MAJOR

Environmental issues call upon citizens, organizations, and other agencies to grasp complex science concepts, address
conflicting human values, and make difficult economic, political and ethical choices. The three curricular options in Environmental Studies—the majors in Environmental Policy and Environmental Science and the concentration in Environmental Studies—are designed to prepare students to deal effectively with these issues by integrating perspectives and
methodologies from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the arts and humanities.
The program is administered by the Center for Environmental Studies (CES), housed in our new “living building” facility
near Stetson-Sawyer library. Founded in 1967, CES was one of the first environmental studies programs at a liberal arts
college. In addition to our academic program, CES is the focus of a varied set of environmental activities in which students
lead and participate, often with other members of the Williams community. CES offers extensive resources including generous funding for summer research and internships, databases, GIS facilities, and funding for student-initiated activities.
The Center administers the Hopkins Memorial Forest, a 2600-acre natural area northwest of campus that offers field-study
sites, a laboratory, and four-season passive-recreation opportunities. CES also operates the Environmental Analysis Laboratory in Morley Science Center.

Core (ENVPC)
Ecology
Environmental Planning
Environmental Law
Introduction to Environmental Science
Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental
Studies
Principles of Microeconomics
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies

PTL Theory/Method Courses (ENVPT)
Global Environmental Politics
Marine Policy
Pollution and the Labor Market
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy

PE-A Group Electives (ENVPA)
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Environmental Justice
Economics of Developing Countries
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Global Environmental Politics
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics
Marine Policy
Pollution and the Labor Market
The Industrial Animal
Water as a Scarce Resource

PE-B Group Electives (ENVPB)
Environmental Justice

PE Theory/Methods Courses (ENVPM)
Econometrics
Empirical Methods in Political Economy

PTL-A Group Electives (ENVPTA)
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Environmental Justice
Economics of Developing Countries
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Global Environmental Politics
History of the Chemical Revolution in US Agriculture
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics

Marine Policy
Pollution and the Labor Market
Power, Politics, and Democracy in America
The Industrial Animal
Water as a Scarce Resource

SC Theory/Method Courses (ENVPSC)
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice

SC-A Group Electives (ENVPSA)
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Environmental Justice
Economics of Developing Countries
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Global Environmental Politics
History of the Chemical Revolution in US Agriculture
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics
Marine Policy
The Industrial Animal
Water as a Scarce Resource

SC-B Group Electives (ENVPSB)
America and the Sea, 1600-Present
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People
Environmental Justice
Ecologismo: Language, Culture and the Environment in
Latin America
Literature of the Sea
Race and the Environment
Religion and the American Environmental Imagination
Social Theory
Senior Seminar: Critical Perspectives on Science and
Technology
Theorizing Global Justice
Writing About Science and Nature

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

MAJOR

Environmental issues call upon citizens, organizations, and other agencies to grasp complex science concepts, address
conflicting human values, and make difficult economic, political and ethical choices. The three curricular options in Environmental Studies—the majors in Environmental Policy and Environmental Science and the concentration in Environmental Studies—are designed to prepare students to deal effectively with these issues by integrating perspectives and
methodologies from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the arts and humanities.
The program is administered by the Center for Environmental Studies (CES), housed in our new “living building” facility
near Stetson-Sawyer library. Founded in 1967, CES was one of the first environmental studies programs at a liberal arts
college. In addition to our academic program, CES is the focus of a varied set of environmental activities in which students
lead and participate, often with other members of the Williams community. CES offers extensive resources including generous funding for summer research and internships, databases, GIS facilities, and funding for student-initiated activities.
The Center administers the Hopkins Memorial Forest, a 2600-acre natural area northwest of campus that offers field-study
sites, a laboratory, and four-season passive-recreation opportunities. CES also operates the Environmental Analysis Laboratory in Morley Science Center.

Group EB-A (ENVSBA)

Group EG-A (ENVSGA)

Communities and Ecosystems
Evolution
Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture
Instrumental Methods of Analysis
Mathematical Ecology
Marine Ecology
Microbiology: Diversity, Cellular Physiology, and Interactions

Global Warming and Natural Disasters
Oceanography

Group EB-B (ENVSBB)
Field Botany and Plant Natural History
Global Warming and Natural Disasters
Geochemistry: Understanding Earth's Environment
Oceanography
Oceanographic Processes
Sediment Records of Climate Change
The Organism
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues

Group EC-A (ENVSCA)
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry
Introductory Concepts of Chemistry: Advanced Section
Principles of Modern Chemistry

Group EC-B (ENVSCB)
Advanced Chemical Concepts
Organic Chemistry: Introductory Level
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level--Special Laboratory Section
Principles of Modern Chemistry

Core (ENVSC)
Ecology
Environmental Planning
Introduction to Environmental Science
Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental
Studies
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies

Group EG-B (ENVSGB)
Geomorphology

Group EG-C (ENVSGC)
Earth Resources
Geochemistry: Understanding Earth's Environment
Oceanographic Processes
Sediment Records of Climate Change

Methods Courses (ENVSM)
Econometrics
Instrumental Methods of Analysis
Mathematical Ecology
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems
Statistics and Data Analysis

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Environmental issues call upon citizens, organizations, and other agencies to grasp complex science concepts, address
conflicting human values, and make difficult economic, political and ethical choices. The three curricular options in Environmental Studies—the majors in Environmental Policy and Environmental Science and the concentration in Environmental Studies—are designed to prepare students to deal effectively with these issues by integrating perspectives and
methodologies from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the arts and humanities.
The program is administered by the Center for Environmental Studies (CES), housed in our new “living building” facility
near Stetson-Sawyer library. Founded in 1967, CES was one of the first environmental studies programs at a liberal arts
college. In addition to our academic program, CES is the focus of a varied set of environmental activities in which students
lead and participate, often with other members of the Williams community. CES offers extensive resources including generous funding for summer research and internships, databases, GIS facilities, and funding for student-initiated activities.
The Center administers the Hopkins Memorial Forest, a 2600-acre natural area northwest of campus that offers field-study
sites, a laboratory, and four-season passive-recreation opportunities. CES also operates the Environmental Analysis Laboratory in Morley Science Center.

Environmental Studies (ENVI)

PAGES

Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental Studies (101) ................................................................................... 112
Introduction to Environmental Science (102) ............................................................................................................................... 81
Global Warming and Natural Disasters (103) ............................................................................................................................... 64
Oceanography (104) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 114
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues (134) ............................................................................................................................... 164
Ecology (203) ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 47
Geomorphology (205) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 63
Earth Resources (207) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 46
Race and the Environment (211) .................................................................................................................................................. 130
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (213) .................................................................................. 81
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems (214) ................................................................................................... 134
Philosophy of Animals (216) ......................................................................................................................................................... 119
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice (217) .............................................................................................................. 53
Ecologismo: Literature, Culture and the Environment in Latin America (218) ....................................................................... 47
Field Botany and Plant Natural History (220) ............................................................................................................................... 57
The Rise and Fall of Civilizations (224) ........................................................................................................................................ 162
Water as a Scarce Resource (228) .................................................................................................................................................. 176
The Industrial Animal (233) .......................................................................................................................................................... 157
Economics of Developing Countries (234) .................................................................................................................................... 48
Demigods:Nature, Social Theory, and Visual Imagination in Art and Literature, Ancient to Modern (236) ...................... 39
Environmental Ethics (244) ............................................................................................................................................................. 53
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes (283) ........................................................................................... 43
Writing About Science and Nature (285) ..................................................................................................................................... 180
Religion and the American Environmental Imagination (291) ................................................................................................ 134
Environmental Planning (302) ........................................................................................................................................................ 54
Cultures of Climate Change (303) ................................................................................................................................................... 38
A History of an African City (306) ................................................................................................................................................... 1
Environmental Law (307) ................................................................................................................................................................. 53
History of the Chemical Revolution in US Agriculture (311) ..................................................................................................... 68
Communities and Ecosystems (312) .............................................................................................................................................. 32
Sediment Records of Climate Change (314) ................................................................................................................................ 138
Ecocriticism (315) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 46
Global Environmental Politics (328) .............................................................................................................................................. 63
Environmental Justice (332) ............................................................................................................................................................ 53
Marine Policy (351) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 99
Instrumental Methods of Analysis (364) ....................................................................................................................................... 73
Nature/Writing (378) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 112
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy (386) ...................................................................................................................... 53
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies (402) ................................................................................................ 143
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of Africa (419) .............................................................................................. 65
Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture (422) ....................................................................................................................................... 47
The Suburbs (491) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 164

Core Courses (ENVIC)
Ecology
Environmental Planning
Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental
Studies
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies

Humanities, Arts + Social Science Electives
(ENVIH)
Architectural Design II
America and the Sea, 1600-Present
Cultures of Climate Change
Environmental Humanities: Theory and Practice
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People
Ecologismo: Language, Culture and the Environment in
Latin America
Literature of the Sea
Nature/Writing
Race and the Environment
Religion and the American Environmental Imagination
The Rise and Fall of Civilizations
Writing About Science and Nature

Natural World Electives (ENVIN)
An Unfinished Planet
Communities and Ecosystems
Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture
Earth Resources
Field Botany and Plant Natural History
Global Warming and Natural Disasters
Geomorphology
Geochemistry: Understanding Earth's Environment
Instrumental Methods of Analysis
Introduction to Environmental Science
Mathematical Ecology
Marine Ecology
Oceanography
Oceanographic Processes
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems
Sediment Records of Climate Change
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues

Environmental Policy (ENVIP)
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Environmental Justice
Economics of Developing Countries
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Environmental Law
Global Environmental Politics
Global Political Economy
History of the Chemical Revolution in US Agriculture
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics
Marine Policy
Pollution and the Labor Market
The Industrial Animal
Water as a Scarce Resource

EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION
Experiential education, involving “learning by doing” outside the classroom, has been a relatively understated but successful part of the Williams curriculum for a number of years. In addition to the use of traditional laboratory work in the
natural sciences and studio work in art, faculty have been challenging students to become engaged more personally in the
Williams curriculum through field work, whether in the form of research, sustained work on special projects or through
placement with community organizations. Courses which include experiential learning provide students with opportunities to encounter firsthand the issues that they read and study about, requiring them to apply academic learning to nonacademic settings and challenging them to use their experiences in those settings to think more critically and deeply about
what they are studying. Courses involving experiential education as defined above range from fully integrated off-campus
programs such as the Williams-Mystic Maritime Studies Program to courses involving one small field research project. The
amount and nature of the experiential component(s) varies according to the instructor’s judgment.

Experiential Education Courses (EXPEE)
Art and Conservation: An Inquiry into History,
Methods, and Materials
America and the Sea, 1600-Present
Advanced Seminar in Teaching and Learning
Communities and Ecosystems
Composition II
Clinical and Community Psychology
Environmental Planning
Field Botany and Plant Natural History
Introduction to American Studies
Introduction to Environmental Science
Jazz Theory and Improvisation I
Marine Ecology
Marine Policy
Musical Ethnography
Oceanography
Oceanographic Processes
Problems and Progress in American Democracy
Political Economy of Public Policy Issues
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems
Topics in Russian Culture: Feasting and Fasting in Russian History

FRENCH

MAJOR

The Williams French Program offers a diverse range of courses in French and Francophone language, literature, and culture. Whether you want to improve your French language skills, prepare for study abroad in France or Morocco, or learn
more about the Francophone literary and cinematic tradition, we encourage you to explore our courses and programs.
Taught entirely in French, our language courses accommodate all levels, from beginning to intermediate and advanced,
and incorporate lively communicative approaches and technologies to help you improve your speaking, comprehension,
reading, and writing. Taught by specialists in their field, our literature courses explore the riches of French and Francophone fiction—as well as cinema, art, politics, and culture—from the Middle Ages, Renaissance and Revolution to the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, from Francophone Europe and North America, to North Africa and the Caribbean.
In addition to courses offered at Williams, we encourage students to study abroad in programs in France, Morocco, Sénégal, and other Francophone countries.
The French Program regularly sponsors film festivals, poetry slams, political debates, and discussion tables. Each year, we
host two Teaching Assistants from France who lead discussion sections and offer extracurricular programs in French, such
as radio shows, dinners, French TV5 sitcom nights, and weekend trips to Montréal.
Whether you are exploring French for the first time, plan to major in French, or want to earn a formal Certificate in
French Language and Francophone Cultures, we invite you to explore our courses, meet our faculty, and take part in our
programs.

French (RLFR)

PAGES

Introduction to French Language and Francophone Cultures (101/102)....................................................................................83
Intermediate Studies in French Language and Francophone Cultures (103) ............................................................................ 77
Intermediate French II: Intermediate Studies in French Language and Francophone Culture (104) .................................... 75
Advanced French: Advanced Studies in French Language and Francophone Culture (105) ................................................... 5
Advanced Conversation in French: French and Francophone Identities in the Media (107) ................................................... 5
Intro to French Literature: French Drama from Classicism to the Theatre of the Absurd (204) ........................................... 78
Outsiders in French and Francophone Film: Cinematic Adaptations of Literary Texts (206) ............................................. 117
Reading Comics from the French-Speaking World (260) ......................................................................................................... 132
Twentieth-Century Novel: From Adversity to Modernity (318) .............................................................................................. 172
Senior Seminar: Landscapes of Movement and Migration in French (410) ........................................................................... 143
Intensive Grammar and Translation (511) ..................................................................................................................................... 74
Readings in French Art History and Criticism (512) ................................................................................................................. 132

GEOSCIENCES

MAJOR

The Geosciences major offers an understanding of the evolution of our planet and its interacting global systems. In this
era of global change, geoscience provides the tools that can help us learn to live sustainably with our environment, and
appreciate our place within the vastness of Earth history. Forces within the Earth create mountain ranges and ocean basins
and drive the movements of continents. Wind, water and ice shape the surface of the Earth, making and changing the
landscapes around us. Sedimentary rocks and the fossils within them teach us how life and climate have evolved over the
vastness of time.
Geosciences graduates have a wide range of career options, both with and without graduate training. The many choices
include environmental consulting, hazard assessment hydrology, gemology, the energy and mining industries, outdoor
education, and research and teaching in universities, colleges, and secondary schools. Many students choose to doublemajor in fields as diverse as Art, Economics, History, Physics, Mathematics, English, and Philosophy, and often find jobs
where they can apply the synergies of their Geosciences double major. No matter what field they enter, all our Geosciences
graduates pursue their lives and careers with a deeper appreciation for the natural world around them.

Geosciences (GEOS)

PAGES

An Unfinished Planet (102) ............................................................................................................................................................. 14
Global Warming and Natural Disasters (103) ............................................................................................................................... 64
Oceanography (104) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 114
Geomorphology (201) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 63
Mineralogy (202) ............................................................................................................................................................................. 103
Earth Resources (205) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 46
Oceanographic Processes (210) ..................................................................................................................................................... 114
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems (214) ................................................................................................... 134
Planets and Moons (217) ................................................................................................................................................................ 121
Structural Geology (301) ................................................................................................................................................................ 151
Sedimentology (302) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 139
Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology (303) ................................................................................................................................... 70
Sediment Records of Climate Change (314) ................................................................................................................................ 138
Global Tectonics and the Rise of Mountains (401) ....................................................................................................................... 64

GERMAN

MAJOR

The department provides language instruction in all four skills—understanding, speaking, reading, and writing—from the
elementary through the advanced levels in GERM 101-102, 103, 104, and 201. For highly committed beginning students,
GERM 120 is an accelerated one-semester version of Elementary German; GERM 111-112 offers an alternative introduction to German with a focus on reading competence. In the bridge course GERM 202 students begin to study cultural
and historical content in the original, a process that continues at a higher level in our thematically focused 300-level
courses. Courses on the culture of German-speaking countries are sometimes offered in English translation. We strongly
urge students to study abroad in a German-speaking country, either through direct enrollment or through one of several
approved study-abroad programs. The department offers both a 10-course major and a 7-course certificate in German.
Entering students should take the placement test during First Days, and also contact a faculty member, to determine how
to plot their path through the program.

German (GERM)

PAGES

Elementary German (101/102)..........................................................................................................................................................50
Intermediate German I (103) ........................................................................................................................................................... 75
Intermediate German II (104) ......................................................................................................................................................... 75
Reading German for Beginners (111/112/511/512) .....................................................................................................................133
Turbodeutsch: Accelerated Elementary German (120) .............................................................................................................. 171
Advanced German: Current Issues in the German Media Landscape (201) .............................................................................. 6
Berlin--Multicultural Metropolis Between East and West (202) ................................................................................................ 23
From Kleist to Kafka (271) ............................................................................................................................................................... 60
Mannweiber: Masculine Women in German Culture (300) ....................................................................................................... 99
Silence, Loss and (Non)Memory in Twentieth-Century Austria (331) ................................................................................... 145
Readings in German Art History and Criticism (513) ............................................................................................................... 132

GLOBAL STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

An informed engagement with the world is an indispensable part of the liberal education that is the goal of the Williams
experience. The Global Studies Program enables students to achieve this goal through a cross-disciplinary and comparative curriculum. The program offers multiple tracks, on a region of the world or theme, around which students construct
their global studies concentration.

Global Studies (GBST)

PAGES

America and the World (101) .......................................................................................................................................................... 12
The Modern Middle East (101) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern Metropolis (117) .......................................................................................................... 25
Bandits and Warlords (141) ............................................................................................................................................................. 21
From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of Post-Soviet Gender (213) .......................................................................................... 60
Contemporary Russian Culture and Politics (214) ....................................................................................................................... 37
Urbanism in the Ancient World (216) .......................................................................................................................................... 174
European Union Politics (222) ........................................................................................................................................................ 55
Altering States: Postsoviet Paradoxes of Identity and Difference (247) ..................................................................................... 11
Africa + the Internet: Producing Global Citizenship (272) ........................................................................................................... 9
A History of Islam in Africa (303) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Paradoxes of Human Rights and Humanitarianism (313) ......................................................................................................... 117
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History in the Indian Ocean (391) ............................................................... 177
Freedom in Africa (483) ................................................................................................................................................................... 60

African Studies (GBSTAS)

Economic Development (GBSTEC)

African Dance and Percussion
A History of Islam in Africa
A History of an African City
Economics of Developing Countries
Freedom in Africa
Going to Ground: Considering Earth in the Arts of
Africa
Introduction to Africana Studies
Modern African History
Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in
Contemporary Africa
Politics of Africa
South Africa and Apartheid
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues

Contemporary Problems in Political Economy
Development Economics I
Developing Country Macroeconomics
Developing Country Macroeconomics II
Economics of Developing Countries
Financial Development and Regulation
Global Political Economy
International Trade and Development
International Financial Institutions
Public Economics

Borders, Exiles, Diaspora (GBSTBO)
Americans Abroad
Comparative American Immigration History
Comparative Latina/o Migrations
Digital Diaspora: Interrogating Race, New Media, and
Black Cultural Production Online
International Security
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
and Sexuality
Questioning the Cultural Self in Literature

Latin American Studies (GBSTLA)
Latin America From Conquest to Independence
Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present
The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin America
The Subject of Empire: Race, Gender and Power in the
Colonial Era

Middle Eastern Studies (GBSTME)
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Israeli Politics
Modern Arabic Literature in Translation
The Modern Middle East

East Asian Studies (GBSTEA)

Russian + Eurasian (GBSTRE)

Gender and the Family in Chinese History
Japanese Art and Culture
Musics of Asia
Modern China, 1600-Present
Nationalism in East Asia
The World of the Mongol Empire

From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of Post-Soviet
Gender
Muscovy and the Russian Empire
Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature in Translation
Tolstoy and His Age
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
Topics in Russian Culture: Feasting and Fasting in Russian History

South + Southeast Asia (GBSTSA)
Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern Metropolis
Colonialism and Underdevelopment in South Asia
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India
History and Society in India and South Asia: c. 2000 to
1700s CE
India's Identities: Religion, Caste, and Gender
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History
in the Indian Ocean

Urbanizing World (GBSTUR)
A History of an African City
Modern Women Writers and the City
Nature and Society: An Introduction to Environmental
Studies
Urbanism in the Ancient World

HISTORY

MAJOR

The History department seeks to cultivate a critical understanding and awareness of the past and the development of our
students’ intellectual, analytical, and rhetorical abilities. In pursuit of the first objective, through its curricular offerings the
department seeks both to expose students to the richness, diversity, and complexities of human history over long periods
of time and in different geographic regions and to provide students with the opportunity to explore aspects of the past in
depth. At the same time, the department endeavors to develop students’ ability to think historically and to foster in them
an appreciation of the contested nature and the value of historical knowledge by confronting them with the variety of ways
in which historians have approached and interpreted the past, engaging them in issues that provoke historical debate, and
familiarizing them with the nature and uses of historical evidence. By engaging students in the critical study of the past,
finally, the department seeks to develop their ability to formulate historically informed analyses and their analytical and
rhetorical skills.

History (HIST)

PAGES

The Veil: History and Interpretations (110) ................................................................................................................................. 165
The World of the Mongol Empire (115) ....................................................................................................................................... 166
Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern Metropolis (117) .......................................................................................................... 25
The Great War, 1914-1918 (135) ................................................................................................................................................... 156
Victorian Britain and the Anglo-Afghan Wars (137) ................................................................................................................. 175
Soccer and History in Latin America: Making the Beautiful Game (143) .............................................................................. 145
The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings of Equality (152) ........................................................................................... 155
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context (166) .................................................................................................. 123
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation (167) .............................................................................................. 94
History Behind the Headlines (201) ............................................................................................................................................... 67
Modern African History (203) ...................................................................................................................................................... 104
The Modern Middle East (207) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
Modern China, 1600-Present (213) .............................................................................................................................................. 104
History and Society in India and South Asia: c. 2000 to 1700s CE (220) .................................................................................. 67
Greek History (222) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 65
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture (224) ....................................................................................................................... 136
Europe in the Twentieth Century (228) ......................................................................................................................................... 55
Modern European Jewish History, 1789-1948 (230) .................................................................................................................. 104
Muscovy and the Russian Empire (240) ....................................................................................................................................... 107
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union (241) ................................................................................................................................ 162
Latin America From Conquest to Independence (242) ............................................................................................................... 91
Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present (243) ..................................................................................................................... 105
Modern U.S. History (253) ............................................................................................................................................................. 105
African-American History, 1619-1865 (281) ................................................................................................................................ 10
African-American History From Reconstruction to the Present (282) ..................................................................................... 10
Introduction to Native American History (283) ........................................................................................................................... 84
Introduction to Asian American History (284) ............................................................................................................................ 79
Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present (286) ................................................................................................................................... 92
The History of American Capitalism (291) ................................................................................................................................. 157
History of Medicine (293) ................................................................................................................................................................ 68
Approaching the Past: History, Theory, Practice (301A) ............................................................................................................. 17
Approaching the Past: Remembering American History (301F) ................................................................................................ 17
Approaching the Past: Writing the Past (301G) ............................................................................................................................ 17
Approaching the Past: Varieties of Historical Thinking (301K) .................................................................................................. 17
Islamic Law: Past and Present (302) ............................................................................................................................................... 88
A History of Islam in Africa (303) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
South Africa and Apartheid (304) ................................................................................................................................................. 148
Nationalism and Nation Building in the Middle East (305) ...................................................................................................... 111
A History of an African City (307) ................................................................................................................................................... 1
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History (309) ............................................................................................................. 18
Nationalism in East Asia (318) ...................................................................................................................................................... 111
Gender and the Family in Chinese History (319) ......................................................................................................................... 61
Postwar Britain: Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Change, 1945-1990 (333) .................................................................... 124
National-Socialist Germany (336) ................................................................................................................................................ 111
Roman Cities in the Near East (340) ............................................................................................................................................ 136
America and the Sea, 1600-Present (352) ...................................................................................................................................... 11
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders (354) ........................................................................................................... 162
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film (357) ........................................................................................................................... 23
The Roosevelt Style of Leadership (358) ...................................................................................................................................... 162
Leadership and Historical Memory (360) ...................................................................................................................................... 93
History of the Old South (364) ........................................................................................................................................................ 69
What They Saw in America (366) ................................................................................................................................................. 177

African American Urban History (370) ........................................................................................................................................... 9
Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History (376) .......................................................................................................................... 143
Democracy in America: From the Founding to Facebook (377) ................................................................................................ 40
Black Women in the United States (379) ........................................................................................................................................ 25
Comparative American Immigration History (380) .................................................................................................................... 32
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States (383) ................................................................................................. 178
Race and Inequality in the American City (385) ........................................................................................................................ 130
The Vietnam Wars (389) ................................................................................................................................................................. 165
Transforming the New World and the Old: The Haitian and French Revolutions (390) ...................................................... 171
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History in the Indian Ocean (391) ............................................................... 177
Sister Revolutions in France and America (393) ......................................................................................................................... 145
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean (394) ................................................................................................................. 44
Signs of History (395) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 144
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India (415) ............................................................................................................. 65
The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe (434) ........................................................................................................... 158
Religion and Secularism in Modern Europe and Russia (438) ................................................................................................. 133
Race and Ethnicity in Latin America (443) ................................................................................................................................. 130
Civil War and Reconstruction (456) ............................................................................................................................................... 30
Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and Religious Liberty: Conflicts in Law,Culture, and Politics (458) ................... 149
Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American Culture (469) ....................................................................................................... 114
Comparative Latina/o Migrations (471) ........................................................................................................................................ 33
Black Radicalism (476) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 25
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (480) .............................................................................................................. 78
Freedom in Africa (483) ................................................................................................................................................................... 60
The Second World War: Origins, Course, Outcomes, and Meaning (487) ............................................................................. 163
The Suburbs (491) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 164

History Group A Electives - Africa (HISTA)
Modern African History
A History of Islam in Africa
South Africa and Apartheid
Black Radicalism
Freedom in Africa
A History of an African City

History Group B Electives - Asia (HISTB)
Islamic Law: Past and Present
The People's Republic: China since 1949
The Vietnam Wars
Islamic Law: Past and Present
The World of the Mongol Empire
Bombay/Mumbai: Making of a Modern Metropolis
Modern China, 1600-Present
History and Society in India and South Asia: c. 2000 to
1700s CE
Nationalism in East Asia
Gender and the Family in Chinese History
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History
in the Indian Ocean
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History
in the Indian Ocean

History Group C Electives Europe and Russia (HISTC)
Transforming the New World and the Old: The Haitian
and French Revolutions
Roman Cities in the Near East
Greek History
The Great War, 1914-1918
Victorian Britain and the Anglo-Afghan Wars
Europe in the Twentieth Century
Modern European Jewish History, 1789-1948
Postwar Britain: Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social
Change, 1945-1990
National-Socialist Germany
Marx and His Times (and Marx's Relevance Today)
Sister Revolutions in France and America
The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe
Religion and Secularism in Modern Europe and Russia
Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and Religious
Liberty: Conflicts in Law,Culture, and Politics
The Second World War: Origins, Course, Outcomes,
and Meaning
Muscovy and the Russian Empire
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture

History Group D Electives Latin America + Caribbean (HISTD)

History Group P Electives Premodern History (HISTP)

Soccer and History in Latin America: Making the Beautiful Game
Race and Ethnicity in Latin America
Latin America From Conquest to Independence
Transforming the New World and the Old: The Haitian
and French Revolutions
Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present
Black Radicalism

Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean
History of Medicine
Greek History
Roman Cities in the Near East
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders
African-American History, 1619-1865
The World of the Mongol Empire
Gender and the Family in Chinese History
Latin America From Conquest to Independence
Muscovy and the Russian Empire
History and Society in India and South Asia: c. 2000 to
1700s CE
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History
in the Indian Ocean
Gods and Kings: Historical Narratives from India
Islamic Law: Past and Present
Sister Revolutions in France and America
Roman Archaeology and Material Culture
America and the Sea, 1600-Present

History Group E Electives - Middle East
(HISTE)
The Veil: History and Interpretations
Nationalism and Nation Building in the Middle East
Islamic Law: Past and Present
The Modern Middle East
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

History Group F Electives - U.S. + Canada
(HISTF)
What They Saw in America
Modern U.S. History
The History of American Capitalism
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders
The Roosevelt Style of Leadership
Leadership and Historical Memory
Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History
Democracy in America: From the Founding to Facebook
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation
African-American History, 1619-1865
African-American History From Reconstruction to the
Present
Civil War and Reconstruction
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States
The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings of
Equality
Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present
African American Urban History
Black Women in the United States
The Suburbs
The Vietnam Wars
Sister Revolutions in France and America
Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and Religious
Liberty: Conflicts in Law,Culture, and Politics
Politics and Prose: Invisible Man in Historical Context
Beyond Tonto: American Indians in Film
History of the Old South
Race and Inequality in the American City
Introduction to Asian American History
Notions of Race and Ethnicity in American Culture
Comparative Latina/o Migrations
Freedom in Africa
Black Radicalism
Comparative American Immigration History
America and the Sea, 1600-Present

HISTORY OF SCIENCE
A major in the History of Science is not offered, but the occasional Contract Major in it or a related interdisciplinary field
is possible. Courses in the History of Science are designed primarily to complement and strengthen work in other major
fields. Although any of the courses may be taken separately, studying related courses in other departments will enhance
their value, because by nature, History of Science is interdisciplinary.
The following will serve as examples: the 101 course is an introduction to science and technology studies, and concentrates
on key aspects of contemporary science and technology relevant to many issues of living in a technological society. Scientific Revolutions (HSCI 224) deals with the emergence of modern science in the 1600s and 1700s, and with subsequent
revolutions in scientific thought; as such it complements courses related to modern European history. History of Science
240 traces the influential role of science and invention in the shaping of American culture, and complements offerings
in American Studies and American History. HSCI 320, an historical overview of the ideas, practice, and organization of
medicine, provides context for related coursework in History, Philosophy, and the Premed and Public Health Programs.

History of Science (HSCI)

PAGES

Science, Technology, and Human Values (101) ................................................................................................................... 138
History of Medicine (320) ....................................................................................................................................................... 68
Medieval Islamic Medicine (322) .......................................................................................................................................... 101

Interdepartmental Electives (HSCIE)
Philosophy of Science

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
This program is designed to facilitate and promote innovations in curricular offerings in relation both to interdisciplinary conceptual focus and experimental pedagogical form. It provides support for faculty and student efforts to develop
a curriculum that creatively responds to intellectual needs and modes of teaching/learning that currently fall outside the
conventional pattern.

Interdisciplinary Studies (INTR)

PAGES

Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual Arts (223) ................................................................................................70

ITALIAN
The Department of Romance Languages offers full tracks in French and Spanish, and a complete elementary sequence in
Italian. Whether you have never studied a language before or already are a native or near-native speaker, we have exciting
courses to offer you. You will be able to practice a foreign language in a variety of contexts: discussion of current events,
intellectual matters, literary studies, and film. The curriculum offers students a solid base in linguistic fluency as well as
the skills for sophisticated literary and cultural analysis, and everyday life in a foreign country. We strongly encourage our
students to study away during their Junior year, the summers, and Winter Study periods (after your first-year). Our students have gone to Mexico, Costa Rica, Spain, Guatemala, Québec, Sénégal, Morocco, and France to take language classes,
participate in volunteer programs, teach English, and complete internships.
We organize many cultural and social activities: weekly language tables, film festivals, poetry readings, parties, samplings
of international cuisine, and travel to New York, Boston, or Montreal to see an opera or a play. You will also work with our
five Teaching Associates, who live on campus, and are native speakers from Francophone and Spanish-speaking countries.
For more information about our courses, faculty, and majors, please visit these links: http://french.williams.edu, http://
spanish.williams.edu, http://cfllc.williams.edu/italian/

Italian (RLIT)

PAGES

Elementary Italian (101/102) ..............................................................................................................................................................50

JAPANESE

MAJOR

The mission of the Department of Asian Studies is to help as many students as possible—both majors and non-majors—
develop practical proficiency in Asian languages and, in the tradition of the liberal arts, acquire a meaningful understanding of important facets of one or more of the disciplines represented within Asian Studies (including anthropology, art
history, economics, history, linguistics, literature, music, political science, religion, and sociology), so that they may realize
their fullest intellectual and personal potential and be able to make useful contributions to society. We offer courses in
English in the field of Asian Studies as well as courses in Chinese and Japanese language, literature, and culture. Three
distinct majors are offered: a major in Chinese; a major in Japanese; and an interdisciplinary Asian Studies major which
allows students to choose from a wide range of courses in the anthropology, art, economics, history, languages, linguistics,
literatures, music, politics, religion, and sociology of China, Taiwan, Japan, and other Asian countries.

Japanese (JAPN)

PAGES

Elementary Japanese (101/102) ........................................................................................................................................................51
Introduction to Japanese Linguistics (131) .................................................................................................................................... 82
Japanese Film (153) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 89
Intermediate Japanese (201) ............................................................................................................................................................. 76
Intermediate Japanese (202) ............................................................................................................................................................. 76
Japanese Art and Culture (270) ....................................................................................................................................................... 89
Confronting Japan (274) .................................................................................................................................................................. 36
Upper-Intermediate Japanese (301) .............................................................................................................................................. 174
Upper-Intermediate Japanese (302) .............................................................................................................................................. 174
Advanced Japanese (401) .................................................................................................................................................................... 6
Advanced Japanese (402) .................................................................................................................................................................... 6
Advanced Seminar in Japanese I (403) ............................................................................................................................................. 7
Advanced Seminar in Japanese II (404) ........................................................................................................................................... 8

JEWISH STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Jewish Studies is an interdisciplinary field that encompasses the texts, history, languages, philosophy, and culture of Jews
and Judaism as they have changed over three millennia and throughout the world. The program offers courses in multiple
disciplines including but not limited to Religion, Classics, History, Philosophy, Anthropology, Sociology, and Comparative
Literature. Across these disciplines, the program examines topics such as religious belief and practice, textual interpretation, the development of Zionism, life in the Diaspora, the historicization and memorialization of the Holocaust, and historical, political and philosophical questions surrounding Jewish identity. Investigating the foundations and development
of these various Jewish topics, as well as their interaction with and influence on other traditions, provides an opportunity
to explore the continuities and diversity of Jewish life and thought. Students will gain exposure to a common body of
knowledge and scholarly approaches through which to engage in their own rich and varied intellectual explorations of
Jewish and related topics.

Jewish Studies (JWST)

PAGES

Judaism: Before The Law (101) ........................................................................................................................................................ 90
The Modern Middle East (217) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
Modern European Jewish History, 1789-1948 (230) .................................................................................................................. 104
Ethics of Jewish American Fiction (259) ........................................................................................................................................ 55
Imagining Joseph (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 71
The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe (434) ........................................................................................................... 158

Capstone Courses (JWSTA)
The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe

Core Courses (JWSTC)
Ethics of Jewish American Fiction
Imagining Joseph
Interpretations of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Modern European Jewish History, 1789-1948
The Meaning of Diaspora and the Jews of Europe

Electives (JWSTE)
The Modern Middle East

Gateway Courses (JWSTG)
Judaism: Before The Law

JUSTICE AND LAW

CONCENTRATION

Justice and Law is an interdepartmental program designed to give students a background in and framework for understanding the ways that philosophers, legislators, and ordinary people think about justice, and the related ways in which
societies marshal power and implement law. This liberal arts program provides tools to think and to argue critically about
what justice might entail, how it works in practice, and how rules, aspirations, laws, and norms evolve over time and in
different parts of the world.
To qualify for a Justice and Law Studies concentration, students must take two required courses and four electives. The
required courses are the introductory course and the senior seminar, both of which are highly interdisciplinary. The introductory course explores the intersections between law and numerous disciplines or facets of society, including history,
religion, economics, political science, anthropology, the arts, sports, and cyberspace, among others. In recent years the
senior seminar has centered on law as depicted in works of fiction (novels and novellas, poems, short stories, and films).
In some years, students may choose between two senior seminars. In addition to the two required courses, students must
take four electives from a list that includes roughly 20 courses spanning more than a dozen departments and programs.

Justice and Law (JLST)

PAGES

Introduction to Justice and Law ( 101) ........................................................................................................................................... 83
Environmental Justice ( 332) ........................................................................................................................................................... 53
Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History ( 376) ......................................................................................................................... 143
Images of Law ( 401) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 71

Interdeptartmental Electives (JLSTE)
Black Radicalism
Breaking Apart
Environmental Justice
Freedom and Society
Global Environmental Politics
International Law
Judaism: Before The Law
Let Freedom Ring? African Americans and Emancipation
Literature, Justice, and Community
Organizing Resistance: Black Activism, Then and Now
Paradoxes of Human Rights and Humanitarianism
Problems and Progress in American Democracy
Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History
Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and Religious
Liberty: Conflicts in Law,Culture, and Politics

Applications in Institutions (JLSTI)
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power
Comparative American Immigration History
Environmental Law
Images of Law
International Law
Judaism: Before The Law
Psychology and Law
South Africa and Apartheid
The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings of
Equality

Theories of Justice/Law (JLSTL)
Law and Modern Society
Theorizing Global Justice

LATINA/O STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Latina/o Studies is an interdisciplinary and comparative field of study that explores the histories, representations, and
experiences of Latinas and Latinos in the United States. Latinas and Latinos include peoples who come from or whose
ancestors come from Latin America and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean. The program seeks to cover the widest range of
experiences, encompassing Mexican-Americans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, and Dominicans, as well as more recent migrations from a wide variety of Central and South American countries. Courses, most of which use a comparative approach,
seek to provide students with the tools to continue their work in areas of their particular interest. Focusing on a diverse
group with a long history in the United States, which is also one of the fastest growing populations in the contemporary era, provides an opportunity to explore complex dynamics globally and within the context of the United States. The
program examines topics such as the political and economic causes of migration, the impact of globalization, economic
incorporation, racialization, the formation and reformulations of identities and communities, the uses of urban spaces,
inter-ethnic relations, artistic expression, aesthetics, and visual and popular culture.

Latina/o Studies (LATS)

PAGES

Latina/o Identities: Constructions, Contestations, and Expressions (105) ............................................................................... 92
Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and Growing Older in Communities of Color (106) ............................................. 32
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures (208) .................................................................................................................................... 83
Spanish for Heritage Speakers: Introduction to Latina/o Cultural Production (209) ............................................................ 148
U.S. Latina @ Religions (224) ......................................................................................................................................................... 172
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference (231) ........................................................................................ 16
Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present (286) ................................................................................................................................... 92
Scriptures and Race (309) .............................................................................................................................................................. 138
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics (313) ......................................................................................................... 62
Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas (328) ............................................................................................................ 135
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media (335) .................................................................................. 130
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures (336) .................................................................................................................................... 92
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race, and Sexuality (338) .......................................................................... 92
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People (408) .................................................................................... 54
Racial and Religious Mixture (427) .............................................................................................................................................. 131
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time (462) ............................................................................................................................. 19
Comparative Latina/o Migrations (471) ........................................................................................................................................ 33

Comparative Race + Ethnic Studies
Electives (LATSR)

Countries of Origin + Transnationalism
Electives (LATSO)

Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference
Art of California: Pacific Standard Time
Comparative American Immigration History
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics
Introduction to Africana Studies
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media

Modern Latin America, 1822 to the Present
Soccer and History in Latin America: Making the Beautiful Game

Core Electives (LATSC)
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference
Coming of Age in the City: Growing up and Growing
Older in Communities of Color
Introduction to Latina/o Literatures
Latina/o and Indigenous Literatures
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
and Sexuality
Latina/o History, 1848 to the Present
Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas
Scriptures and Race
Spanish for Heritage Speakers: Introduction to Latina/o
Cultural Production
U.S. Latina @ Religions

400-level Seminars (LATSS)
Comparative Latina/o Migrations
Envisioning Urban Life: Objects, Subjects, and Everyday People

LEADERSHIP STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Leadership Studies focuses on the universal phenomenon of leadership in human groups. Leadership Studies asks what
leadership means within a wide variety of social contexts-whether in a family, a team, a theatre company, a philanthropy, a
university, a multinational corporation, or a nation state waging war. It seeks to understand the dynamics of the relationships between leaders and followers. It studies authority, power, and influence. It seeks to grasp the bases of legitimacy that
leaders claim, and followers grant, in all of these relationships.
Through a wide range of courses in the social sciences and the humanities, a number of questions are addressed through
the curriculum. How have men and women defined leadership and what are the bases of leaders’ legitimacy in different
historical contexts? How do leaders in different contexts emerge? Through tradition, charisma, or legal sanction? How
do different types of leaders exercise and maintain their domination? What are the distinctive habits of mind of leaders
in different historical contexts? What are the moral dilemmas that leaders in different contexts face? What are the typical
challenges to established leadership in different historical contexts? How does one analyze the experiences of leaders in
widely disparate contexts to generate systematic comparative understandings of why history judges some leaders great and
others failures? How and why do these evaluations about the efficacy of leaders shift over time?

Leadership Studies (LEAD)

PAGES

America and the World (120) .......................................................................................................................................................... 12
Leadership, Power and Legitimacy: An Introduction to Leadership Studies (125) ................................................................. 93
The Great War, 1914-1918 (135) ................................................................................................................................................... 156
Bandits and Warlords (141) ............................................................................................................................................................. 21
Democracy in America: From the Founding to Facebook (205) ................................................................................................ 40
The Modern Middle East (207) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
Sister Revolutions in France and America (212) ......................................................................................................................... 145
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power (216) .......................................................................................................... 12
The History of American Capitalism (220) ................................................................................................................................. 157
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union (241) ................................................................................................................................ 162
Political Leadership (250) ............................................................................................................................................................... 122
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders (285) ........................................................................................................... 162
Leadership and Management (295) ................................................................................................................................................ 93
Problems and Progress in American Democracy (309) ............................................................................................................. 127
Race and Inequality in the American City (313) ........................................................................................................................ 130
Leadership and Historical Memory (320) ...................................................................................................................................... 93
The Roosevelt Style of Leadership (325) ...................................................................................................................................... 162
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon (360) ............................................................................................................................... 161
The Wilsonian Tradition in American Foreign Policy (362) ..................................................................................................... 165
Domestic Politics of National Security (364) ................................................................................................................................. 45
The Vietnam Wars (389) ................................................................................................................................................................. 165
The Art of Presidential Leadership (402) ..................................................................................................................................... 153

American Domestic Leadership (LEADS)
Democracy in America: From the Founding to Facebook
Leadership and Historical Memory
Political Leadership
Problems and Progress in American Democracy
Race and Inequality in the American City
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders
The Art of Presidential Leadership

Ethical Issues of Leadership (LEADE)
Introduction to Moral and Political Philosophy: Plato
with Footnotes
Introduction to Political Theory

Facets or Domains of Leadership (LEADM)
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean
Democracy in America: From the Founding to Facebook
Leadership and Historical Memory
Leadership and Management
Political Leadership
Problems and Progress in American Democracy

Race and Inequality in the American City
Sister Revolutions in France and America
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders
The Art of Presidential Leadership

American Foreign Policy Leadership
(LEADF)
Domestic Politics of National Security
International Security
The Vietnam Wars
The Wilsonian Tradition in American Foreign Policy

MARITIME STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Understanding the oceans and our interactions with them is of increasing importance in this era of climate change, sealevel rise, fisheries crises, and the internationalization of the high seas. We encourage students to investigate our WaterWorld from the perspectives of the humanities, social sciences, and physical sciences. Maritime Studies is an interdisciplinary, cross-divisional program that includes the literature, history, policy issues, and science of the ocean. Candidates
for the concentration in Maritime Studies must complete a minimum of seven courses: the interdisciplinary introductory
course (Geosciences 104 Oceanography), four intermediate core courses (at Williams-Mystic), an elective, and the senior
seminar.
Students who have completed other study-away programs that emphasize marine studies should consult with the program
chair about the possibility of completing the Maritime Studies concentration.

Maritime Studies (MAST)

PAGES

Oceanography (104) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 114
Oceanographic Processes (211) ..................................................................................................................................................... 114
Literature of the Sea (231) ................................................................................................................................................................ 95
Marine Ecology (311) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 99
Sediment Records of Climate Change (314) ................................................................................................................................ 138
Marine Policy (351) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 99
America and the Sea, 1600-Present (352) ...................................................................................................................................... 11
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies (402) ................................................................................................ 143

Interdept Electives (MASTE)
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Environmental Law
Global Political Economy
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics
International Law
Sediment Records of Climate Change
Sedimentology
When India was the World: Trade, Travel and History
in the Indian Ocean

MATERIALS SCIENCE STUDIES
Materials Science is an interdisciplinary field which combines microscopic physics and chemistry in order to understand
and control the properties of materials such as plastics, semiconductors, metals, liquid crystals, and biomaterials. Williams
students with an interest in the properties of materials or in pursuing careers in materials science or a variety of engineering disciplines would benefit from following the courses in this program.

Related Courses (MTSCE)
Advanced Chemical Concepts
Differential Equations
Electricity and Magnetism
Electromagnetic Theory
Inorganic/Organometallic Chemistry
Instrumental Methods of Analysis
Mineralogy
Mathematical Methods for Scientists
Organic Chemistry: Introductory Level
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level
Organic Chemistry: Intermediate Level--Special Laboratory Section
Principles of Modern Chemistry
Quantum Chemistry and Chemical Dynamics
Quantum Physics
Stat Mechanics & Thermodynamics
The Cell
Thermodyamics and Statistical Mechanics
Vibrations, Waves and Optics

MATHEMATICS

MAJOR

The Mathematics major is designed to meet two goals: to introduce some of the central ideas in mathematics and to
develop problem-solving ability by teaching students to combine creative thinking with rigorous reasoning. The major
includes participation in the undergraduate colloquium and opportunities for original research.

Mathematics (MATH)

PAGES

Foundations in Quantitative Skills (102) ....................................................................................................................................... 59
The Beauty of Numbers (113) ........................................................................................................................................................ 154
Calculus I (130) ................................................................................................................................................................................. 27
Calculus II (140) ................................................................................................................................................................................ 27
Multivariable Calculus (150) ......................................................................................................................................................... 107
Multivariable Calculus (151) ......................................................................................................................................................... 107
Discrete Mathematics (200) ............................................................................................................................................................. 43
Differential Equations (209) ............................................................................................................................................................. 42
Mathematical Methods for Scientists (210) ................................................................................................................................. 100
Linear Algebra (250) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 94
Mathematical Modeling: Dynamics of Infectious Disease (307) .............................................................................................. 100
Introduction to Number Theory (313) ........................................................................................................................................... 85
Applied Topology (323) .................................................................................................................................................................... 16
Differential Geometry (326) ............................................................................................................................................................ 42
Probability (341) .............................................................................................................................................................................. 127
Real Analysis (350) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 132
Applied Real Analysis (351) ............................................................................................................................................................. 16
Abstract Algebra (355) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 2
Theory of Computation (361) ........................................................................................................................................................ 167
Complex Analysis (372) ................................................................................................................................................................... 33
Harmonic Analysis (382) ................................................................................................................................................................. 66
Galois Theory and Modules (394) ................................................................................................................................................... 61
Functional Analysis (401) ................................................................................................................................................................ 61
Measure and Ergodic Theory (403) .............................................................................................................................................. 100
Mathematical Ecology (410) ......................................................................................................................................................... 100
Algebraic Number Theory (419) ..................................................................................................................................................... 11
Analytic Number Theory (420) ....................................................................................................................................................... 15
Methods in Mathematical Fluid Dynamics (475) ....................................................................................................................... 102
On Expressing Numbers (478) ...................................................................................................................................................... 115

MUSIC

MAJOR

The Music Department offers students an exceptionally wide variety of opportunities to study music both inside and outside the classroom through performance, composition, ethnomusicology, theory, and history. We offer courses in music
from throughout history and across the globe for both the general student and the music major and at every level. In
addition, performance opportunities in numerous ensembles and in individual performance instruction are available to
all students.

Music (MUS)

PAGES

Listening to Music: An Introduction to the Western Classical Tradition (101) ....................................................................... 95
Introduction to Music Theory (102) ............................................................................................................................................... 84
Music Theory and Musicianship I (103) ...................................................................................................................................... 109
Jazz Theory and Improvisation I (104) ........................................................................................................................................... 90
Music Theory and Musicianship I (104) ...................................................................................................................................... 110
Music Cultures of the World (111) ............................................................................................................................................... 108
Musics of Asia (112) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 111
The Language of Film Music (149) ............................................................................................................................................... 158
History of Jazz (151) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 67
Sound Art, Public Music (175) ...................................................................................................................................................... 147
Gender and Sexuality in Music (177) ............................................................................................................................................. 61
Music Theory and Musicianship II (201) ..................................................................................................................................... 110
Music Theory and Musicianship II (202) ..................................................................................................................................... 110
Composition I (205) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 34
Composition II (206) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 34
Music Technology I (210) ............................................................................................................................................................... 109
African Dance and Percussion (220) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
African Dance and Percussion (221) .............................................................................................................................................. 10
Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in Contemporary Africa (222) .......................................................................... 124
Introduction to the Music of Brazil (226) ...................................................................................................................................... 86
Musical Ethnography (230) ............................................................................................................................................................ 110
Music in History I: Antiquity-1750 (231) .................................................................................................................................... 108
Music in History II: 1750-1900 (232) ........................................................................................................................................... 109
Music in History III: Musics of the Twentieth Century (233) ................................................................................................... 109
Music and the Cold War (239) ...................................................................................................................................................... 108
Opera Since Einstein (244) ............................................................................................................................................................ 115
The Saint and the Countess: Lost Voices of Medieval Women (261) ....................................................................................... 163
Carmen, 1845 to Now (278) ............................................................................................................................................................. 27
Individual Vocal and Instrumental Instruction (281-288) .......................................................................................................... 73
Chamber Music Workshop (291-298) ............................................................................................................................................ 28
Composition III (307) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 34
Composition IV (308) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 34
Jazz Arranging and Composition (309) ......................................................................................................................................... 90
Choral Conducting (381) ................................................................................................................................................................. 29
Orchestral Conducting (382) ......................................................................................................................................................... 115
Advanced Musical Performance (391) ............................................................................................................................................. 6
Advanced Musical Performance (392) ............................................................................................................................................. 7
Advanced Musical Performance (491) ............................................................................................................................................. 7
Advanced Musical Performance (492) ............................................................................................................................................. 7

Group A (MUSA)
Carmen, 1845 to Now
History of Jazz
Musics of Asia
Music Cultures of the World
Music and the Cold War
Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in Contemporary Africa
The Language of Film Music
The Saint and the Countess: Lost Voices of Medieval
Women

Group B (MUSB)
African Dance and Percussion
Advanced Musical Performance
Composition I

Composition II
Composition III
Composition IV
Choral Conducting
Jazz Arranging and Composition
Music Technology I
Orchestral Conducting

World/Ethnomusicology (MUSW)
African Dance and Percussion
Introduction to the Music of Brazil
Musics of Asia
Music Cultures of the World
Politics of Performance/Performing Politics in
Contemporary Africa

NEUROSCIENCE

CONCENTRATION

Neuroscience is a rapidly growing interdisciplinary field concerned with understanding the relationship between brain,
mind, and behavior. The interdisciplinary nature of the field is apparent when surveying those who call themselves neuroscientists. Among these are anatomists, physiologists, chemists, psychologists, molecular biologists, computer scientists,
linguists, and ethologists. The areas that neuroscience addresses are equally diverse and range from physiological and
molecular studies of single neurons, to investigations of how systems of neurons produce phenomena such as vision and
movement, to the study of the neural basis of complex cognitive phenomena such as memory, language, and consciousness. Applications of neuroscience research are rapidly growing and include the development of drugs to treat disorders
such as Alzheimer’s disease, the use of noninvasive techniques for imaging the brain, and the investigation of methods
for repair of the damaged neural tissue. Combining these approaches to study a single remarkably complex organ—the
brain—and the behavioral outcomes of its activity requires a unique interdisciplinary approach. The Neuroscience Program is designed to provide students with the opportunity to explore this approach. It consists of two prerequisites (Biology 101 and Psychology 201), an introductory course, three electives, and a capstone seminar. Students may also engage
in original research under the supervision of Neuroscience faculty members.

Neuroscience (NSCI)

PAGES

Neuroscience (201) ...........................................................................................................................................................................113
Animal Behavior (204) .......................................................................................................................................................................15
Neural Development and Plasticity (310) ......................................................................................................................................112
Neural Systems and Circuits (311) ..................................................................................................................................................113
Brain, Behavior, and the Immune System (312) ..............................................................................................................................26
Clinical Neuroscience (316) ...............................................................................................................................................................31
Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual Arts (318) ...............................................................................................70
Psychosis and the Biological Bases of Severe Mental Illness (358) .............................................................................................128
Topics in Neuroscience (401) ..........................................................................................................................................................170

Group A (NSCIA)
Animal Behavior
Neural Development and Plasticity
Neural Systems and Circuits

Group B (NSCIB)
Brain, Behavior, and the Immune System
Clinical Neuroscience
Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual
Arts

Required (NSCIR)
Introductory Psychology
Neuroscience
The Cell
Topics in Neuroscience

PERFORMANCE STUDIES
The Performance Studies Program provides an opportunity to inhabit an intellectual place where the making of artistic
and cultural meaning intersects with critical reflection on those processes. The program has as its primary goal the bringing together of those students and faculty engaged in the creative arts, i.e., studio art, creative writing, dance, film and
video, music, and theater with those departments that reflect in part on those activities, e.g., Anthropology and Sociology,
Art History, Classics, Comparative Literature, English, History, Music, Philosophy, Psychology, Legal Studies, Religion and
Theatre. Central concepts and interactions to Performance Studies are: action, the body, presence, ritual, representation,
race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, politics, history and transcultural experience.
Performance Studies strongly suggests that interested students take the introductory course (LATS 230) and two of several
recommended upper-level courses (AFR 305, AFR 400, ARTH 408, ARTH 461, LATS 375, WNY 310, or WNY 311).
Currently, the Program’s status is as a program without a concentration.

PHILOSOPHY

MAJOR

To engage in philosophy is to ask a variety of questions about the world and our place in it. What can we know? What
should we do? What may we hope? What makes human beings human? The program in philosophy is designed to aid
students in thinking about these questions, by acquainting them with influential work in the field, past and present, and
by giving them tools to grapple with these issues themselves. Philosophy is a discipline with a long and intricate history,
a history that remains an integral part of the discipline. The philosophy program is designed to give majors a historical
background that will acquaint them with a wide variety of approaches to philosophical issues, and will provide them with
a basis for evaluating and contributing to contemporary debates. The program emphasizes training in clear, critical thinking and in effective writing. Philosophy courses center around class discussions and the writing of interpretive and critical
essays. The Philosophy major consists of nine semester courses: four required courses and five electives. The required
courses are: any 100-level philosophy course, Philosophy 201 (History of Ancient Greek Philosophy), Philosophy 202
(History of Modern Philosophy), and Philosophy 401 (Senior Seminar). The five electives are structured by a distribution
requirement. Students must take at least one course in each of three areas: Contemporary Metaphysics and Epistemology
[M&E], Contemporary Value Theory [V], and History [H].

Philosophy (PHIL)

PAGES

Skepticism and Relativism (109) ................................................................................................................................................... 145
Freedom and Society (114) .............................................................................................................................................................. 59
Personal Identity (115) ................................................................................................................................................................... 118
Perception and Reality (116) .......................................................................................................................................................... 118
Introduction to Moral and Political Philosophy: Plato with Footnotes (119) .......................................................................... 84
Truth, Goodness, and Beauty (121) .............................................................................................................................................. 171
Objectivity in Ethics (123) ............................................................................................................................................................. 114
Paradoxes (126) ............................................................................................................................................................................... 117
Utopias and Dystopias (128) .......................................................................................................................................................... 174
History of Ancient Greek Philosophy (201) .................................................................................................................................. 67
History of Modern Philosophy (202) ............................................................................................................................................. 68
Logic and Language (203) ................................................................................................................................................................ 96
Philosophy of Science (209) ........................................................................................................................................................... 120
Ethics and Reproductive Technologies (212) ................................................................................................................................ 54
Biomedical Ethics (213) .................................................................................................................................................................... 24
Philosophy of Animals (216) ......................................................................................................................................................... 119
Happiness (220) ................................................................................................................................................................................. 66
Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An Introduction to Cognitive Science (222) ......................................................... 103
Philosophy of Sport (223) .............................................................................................................................................................. 120
Existentialism (225) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 56
Feminist Bioethics (228) ................................................................................................................................................................... 57
Ancient Political Thought (231) ...................................................................................................................................................... 15
Environmental Ethics (244) ............................................................................................................................................................. 53
Embodiment and Consciousness: A Cross-Cultural Exploration (288) .................................................................................... 51
Philosophy of Film and Film Theory (295) ................................................................................................................................. 119
Philosophy of Language (304) ....................................................................................................................................................... 119
The Good Life in Greek and Roman Ethics (306) ....................................................................................................................... 156
Contemporary Metaethics (335) ..................................................................................................................................................... 36
Philosophy, Politics and Religion: Hobbes and Spinoza Revisited Today (348) ..................................................................... 120
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon (360) ............................................................................................................................... 161
American Pragmatism (379) ............................................................................................................................................................ 14
Senior Seminar: Emotions (401) ................................................................................................................................................... 142

History (PHILH)
American Pragmatism
Existentialism
Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
Philosophy, Politics and Religion: Hobbes and Spinoza
Revisited Today
The Good Life in Greek and Roman Ethics

Metaphysics & Epistemology (PHILM)
Embodiment and Consciousness: A Cross-Cultural Exploration
Logic and Language
Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An Introduction to Cognitive Science

Philosophy of Animals
Philosophy of Science

Value Theory (PHILV)
Biomedical Ethics
Contemporary Metaethics
Environmental Ethics
Ethics and Reproductive Technologies
Feminist Bioethics
Philosophy of Film and Film Theory

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The instructional Physical Education Program at Williams is an integral part of the student’s total educational experience. As a part of the liberal arts concept, the program develops the mind-body relationship, which is dependent upon
the proper integration of physical and intellectual capacities. The main objective of the physical education program is to
develop in each student an appreciation of physical fitness and wellness, and to expose them to a variety of activities that
are suitable for lifetime participation.
Four credits of Physical Education represent one of the requirements for the College degree. There are five physical education units during the year. In the fall academic semester, there are two six-week physical education quarters. Winter Study
is another unit, and there are two physical education quarters in the spring academic semester. Two different activities
must be completed in the fulfillment of the requirement.
The following courses are offered at various times during the year. A schedule listing all courses offered is issued to every
student before each quarter and Winter Study. Classes may vary according to availability of instructors and interest of
Aqua Fitness

Rock Climbing

Badminton

Rowing

Basketball

Running

Bicycling

Skiing (alpine and cross country)

Boot Camp

Snowboarding

Bowling

Soccer

Canoeing

Spinning

Core and Conditioning

Squash

Dance (African, Ballet, Modern)

Street Hockey

Diving

Swim for Fitness

Erg Fitness

Swimming

Figure Skating

Telemarking

Golf

Tennis

Hiking

Trail Crew

Ice Climbing

Volleyball

Kayaking

Weight Training

Lifetime Sports

Wellness

Mountain Biking

Wilderness Leadership

Outdoor Living Skills

Yoga

Pickle Ball

Zumba

Rape Agression Defense (RAD)

PHYSICS

MAJOR

What is light? How does a laser work? What is a black hole? What are the fundamental building blocks of the universe?
Physics majors and Astrophysics majors study these and related questions to understand the physical world around us,
from the very small to the very large. A physics student practices the experimental methods used to learn about this world
and explores the mathematical techniques and theories developed to explain these physical phenomena. A Physics major
or Astrophysics major serves as preparation for further work in physics, astrophysics, applied physics, other sciences, engineering, medical research, science teaching and writing, and other careers involving critical thinking, problem-solving,
and insight into the fundamental principles of nature.

Physics (PHYS)

PAGES

Spacetime and Quanta (107) .......................................................................................................................................................... 148
Introduction to Mechanics (131) .................................................................................................................................................... 84
Electromagnetism and the Physics of Matter (132) ...................................................................................................................... 49
Mechanics and Waves (141) ........................................................................................................................................................... 101
Foundations of Modern Physics (142) ........................................................................................................................................... 59
Seminar in Modern Physics (151) ................................................................................................................................................. 139
Electricity and Magnetism (201) ..................................................................................................................................................... 49
Vibrations, Waves and Optics (202) .............................................................................................................................................. 175
Mathematical Methods for Scientists (210) ................................................................................................................................. 100
Quantum Physics (301) .................................................................................................................................................................. 129
Stat Mechanics & Thermodynamics (302) ................................................................................................................................... 150
Electromagnetic Theory (405) ......................................................................................................................................................... 49
Gravity (418) ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 65
Condensed Matter Physics (451) ..................................................................................................................................................... 35

POLITICAL ECONOMY

MAJOR

The Political Economy major is designed to give students a grasp of how political and economic forces interact to shape
public policy. POEC majors study the central analytical approaches in both Political Science and Economics and seek to
surmount the sometimes artificial barriers of specialization that may characterize a single discipline. Three of the required
POEC courses, usually taught jointly by political scientists and economists, consciously merge approaches from the two
fields. POEC 250 examines major theoretical texts in political economy and analyzes economic liberalism and critiques
of economic liberalism in the context of policy issues; 401 examines contemporary issues in political economy in their
domestic, comparative and international contexts; and 402 asks students to research and propose policy interventions.
The major requires, as part of POEC 402, a class trip to Washington, DC during the first Sunday – Wednesday of spring
break for project-related interviews. The two senior courses build on nine courses taken in international, domestic and
comparative economics, politics and policy: four introductory courses in ECON and PSCI, an empirical methods course,
POEC 250, and three electives across the two disciplines. Given the program’s public policy orientation, majors are required to complete one course or internship with a substantial experiential education component related to public policy.

Political Economy (POEC)

PAGES

Economic Liberalism and Its Critics (250) .................................................................................................................................... 48
Empirical Methods in Political Economy (253) ............................................................................................................................ 52
Contemporary Problems in Political Economy (401) .................................................................................................................. 36
Political Economy of Public Policy Issues (402) .......................................................................................................................... 122

U.S. Pol Econ + Public Policy POECUS

International

American Economic History
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power
Environmental Law
From Welfare to Nanny to Surveillance? The Politics of
the American State
Income Distribution
Public Economics
Poverty in America
Parties in American Politics
Policy Making Process
Wealth in America
Your Money or Your Life: Health Disparities in the
United States

Developing Country Macroeconomics II
Global Environmental Politics
Global Political Economy
International Trade
International Trade and Development
International Macroeconomics
International Financial Institutions
International Law
Marine Policy
Tax Policy in Emerging Markets
The International Politics of East Asia
The Geo-Politics of Energy

Comp/Public Policy (POECPP)
Behavioral Economics and Public Policy
Colonialism and Underdevelopment in South Asia
Development Economics I
Developing Country Macroeconomics
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Economics of Developing Countries
Environmental and Natural Resource Policy
Financial Development and Regulation
Financial Crises: Causes and Cures
Global Health Policy Challenges
Introduction to Environmental and Natural Resource
Economics
Inclusive Growth: The Role of Social Safety Nets
Israeli Politics
Long-Run Perspectives on Economic Growth
Long Term Fiscal Challenges
Nationalism in East Asia
Neo-liberalism: What Is It and Why Does It Matter?
Politics of Africa
Political Economy and Economic Development
Pollution and the Labor Market
Public Economics
Tax Policy in Emerging Markets
The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin America
Water as a Scarce Resource
Why States Fail: Political Violence at the End of the 20th
Century

POECIN

Required (POECR)
Econometrics
Economic Liberalism and Its Critics
Empirical Methods in Political Economy
Introduction to Political Theory
Introduction to Comparative Politics: Nationalism, Ideology, and State Power
Principles of Microeconomics
Principles of Macroeconomics
Power, Politics, and Democracy in America
World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations

POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR

Politics is most fundamentally about forging and maintaining community, about how we manage to craft a common
destiny guided by shared values. Communities need a way to reconcile conflicts of interest among their members and to
determine their group interest; they need to allocate power and to determine its just uses. Power may be used wisely or
foolishly, rightly or cruelly, but it is always there; it cannot be wished away. Political science attends to the ways that social
power is grasped, maintained, challenged, or justified. The contests over power and the values that it should be used to
further give politics its drama and pathos. The effort to understand politics aims not only to describe and explain, but also
to improve political life.
The Political Science major is structured to allow students either to participate in the established ways of studying politics
or to develop their own focus. To this end, the department offers two routes to completing the major, each requiring nine
courses. We invite students either to organize their major through the subfields that structure the discipline of political
science (American politics, international relations, political theory, and comparative politics), or to develop individual
concentrations reflecting their particular interests, regardless of subfields.

Political Science (PSCI)

PAGES

America and the World (120) .......................................................................................................................................................... 12
Social Movements in International Politics (121) ....................................................................................................................... 146
Leadership, Power and Legitimacy: An Introduction to Leadership Studies (125) ................................................................. 93
Contemporary Africana Social and Political Philosophy (132) .................................................................................................. 36
Seminar: Religion and Capitalism (140) ...................................................................................................................................... 139
Bandits and Warlords (141) ............................................................................................................................................................. 21
Power, Politics, and Democracy in America (201) ..................................................................................................................... 125
World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (202) ............................................................................................ 179
Introduction to Political Theory (203) ........................................................................................................................................... 85
Introduction to Comparative Politics: Nationalism, Ideology, and State Power (204) ............................................................ 80
Political Leadership (205) ............................................................................................................................................................... 122
Wealth in America (208) ................................................................................................................................................................ 177
Poverty in America (209) ............................................................................................................................................................... 125
Public Opinion and Political Behavior (211) ............................................................................................................................... 128
Social Movements in the United States (215) .............................................................................................................................. 146
American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power (216) .......................................................................................................... 12
European Union Politics (221) ........................................................................................................................................................ 55
International Law (223) .................................................................................................................................................................... 77
Neo-liberalism: What Is It and Why Does It Matter? (224) ...................................................................................................... 112
International Security (225) ............................................................................................................................................................. 77
Global Political Economy (229) ....................................................................................................................................................... 64
Ancient Political Thought (231) ...................................................................................................................................................... 15
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency (233) ....................................................................................................................................... 131
Economic Liberalism and Its Critics (238) .................................................................................................................................... 48
Theories of Comparative Politics (240) ........................................................................................................................................ 166
Politics of Africa (243) .................................................................................................................................................................... 123
The International Politics of East Asia (265) ............................................................................................................................... 157
Israeli Politics (268) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 88
Media and Politics in the United States (281) .............................................................................................................................. 101
Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes (283) ........................................................................................... 43
The Revolutionary Generation: Galaxy of Leaders (285) ........................................................................................................... 162
American Political Events (291) ...................................................................................................................................................... 13
Challenges Of Knowing (305) ......................................................................................................................................................... 28
From Welfare to Nanny to Surveillance? The Politics of the American State (308) ................................................................. 60
Problems and Progress in American Democracy (309) ............................................................................................................. 127
Political Psychology (310) .............................................................................................................................................................. 123
Parties in American Politics (315) ................................................................................................................................................ 118
Policy Making Process (316) .......................................................................................................................................................... 122
Environmental Law (317) ................................................................................................................................................................. 53
Marine Policy (319) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 99
The Politics of Human Rights (321) .............................................................................................................................................. 161
The Geo-Politics of Energy (323) .................................................................................................................................................. 156
Global Environmental Politics (328) .............................................................................................................................................. 63
Theorizing Global Justice (334) ..................................................................................................................................................... 167
Why States Fail: Political Violence at the End of the 20th Century (340) ............................................................................... 178
The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin America (351) .......................................................................................................... 159
Nationalism in East Asia (354) ...................................................................................................................................................... 111
The Wilsonian Tradition in American Foreign Policy (362) ..................................................................................................... 165
Domestic Politics of National Security (364) ................................................................................................................................. 45
The Political Thought of Frantz Fanon (370) ............................................................................................................................... 161

The Politics of Higher Education and American Political Development (381) ...................................................................... 161
Senior Seminar in American Politics: Interpretations of American Politics (410) ................................................................. 140
Advanced Study in American Politics (411) .................................................................................................................................... 8
Advanced Study in American Politics (412) .................................................................................................................................... 8
Senior Seminar in International Politics: Great Power Politics (420) ...................................................................................... 140
Senior Seminar in International Relations: Power and Legitimacy in International Organizations (420) ......................... 141
Senior Seminar: Dignity (430) ....................................................................................................................................................... 142
Senior Seminar in Comparative Politics: Political Development (440) ................................................................................... 140

American Politics (PSCIAP)

Research (PSCIRE)

American Constitutionalism I: Structures of Power
American Political Events
From Welfare to Nanny to Surveillance? The Politics of
the American State
Media and Politics in the United States
Problems and Progress in American Democracy
Power, Politics, and Democracy in America
Poverty in America
Public Opinion and Political Behavior
Political Psychology
Parties in American Politics
Policy Making Process
Social Movements in the United States
Senior Seminar in American Politics: Interpretations of
American Politics
The Politics of Higher Education and American Political
Development
Wealth in America

Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
From Welfare to Nanny to Surveillance? The Politics of
the American State
Global Environmental Politics
Public Opinion and Political Behavior
Parties in American Politics
Policy Making Process
The Geo-Politics of Energy
The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin America
Why States Fail: Political Violence at the End of the 20th
Century

Comparative Politics (PSCICP)
Introduction to Comparative Politics: Nationalism, Ideology, and State Power
Israeli Politics
Nationalism in East Asia
Neo-liberalism: What Is It and Why Does It Matter?
Politics of Africa
Seminar: Religion and Capitalism
Theories of Comparative Politics
The New Left and Neoliberalism in Latin America
Why States Fail: Political Violence at the End of the 20th
Century

International Relations (PSCIIR)
America and the World
Domestic Politics of National Security
Global Political Economy
International Law
International Security
Neo-liberalism: What Is It and Why Does It Matter?
Social Movements in International Politics
Senior Seminar in International Politics: Great Power
Politics
Senior Seminar in International Relations: Power and
Legitimacy in International Organizations
The Wilsonian Tradition in American Foreign Policy
The International Politics of East Asia
The Politics of Human Rights
The Geo-Politics of Energy
World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations

Political Theory (PSCIPT)
Ancient Political Thought
Introduction to Political Theory
Seminar: Religion and Capitalism
Senior Seminar: Dignity
Theorizing Global Justice

PSYCHOLOGY

MAJOR

Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behavior, providing a rich body of knowledge, issues and questions for majors as well as students seeking to enhance their liberal arts education. Psychology at Williams is represented by 17 faculty
members whose subfields include neuroscience, cognitive, clinical, developmental, educational, and social psychology.
Psychology faculty are also involved with Interdisciplinary Programs at Williams, such as Cognitive Science, Neuroscience, and the Program in Teaching. Our goal as engaged professors, active researchers and mentors is to convey to students
a sense of the excitement in psychology today. We seek to achieve this goal through coursework and by providing opportunities for students to become involved in research from the very first year through the senior year.
The requirements for the Major are 9 courses, starting with Introductory Psychology (PSYC 101), a team-taught survey of
the field. Next in our curriculum are the 200 level survey courses in the core areas. Majors take at least three 200 courses.
Majors are also required to take PSYC 201, Experimentation and Statistics. This course teaches the fundamentals of experimental design, data collection, analysis, and research report writing. We recommend majors take it in the sophomore year
and require completion by the end of the junior year. At the 300-level, we offer courses in which students conduct original

Psychology (PSYC)

PAGES

Introductory Psychology (101) ........................................................................................................................................................ 87
Experimentation and Statistics (201) .............................................................................................................................................. 56
Neuroscience (212) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 113
Cognitive Psychology (221) ............................................................................................................................................................. 31
Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An Introduction to Cognitive Science (222) ......................................................... 103
Developmental Psychology (232) .................................................................................................................................................... 41
Social Psychology (242) .................................................................................................................................................................. 146
Psychological Disorders (252) ....................................................................................................................................................... 128
Psychology of Education (272) ...................................................................................................................................................... 128
Brain, Behavior, and the Immune System (312) ............................................................................................................................ 26
Clinical Neuroscience (316) ............................................................................................................................................................. 31
Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual Arts (318) ............................................................................................. 70
Choice and Decision Making (326) ................................................................................................................................................ 29
Cognition and Education (327) ....................................................................................................................................................... 31
Understanding Attention and Distraction (328) ......................................................................................................................... 173
Cognitive Development (333) ......................................................................................................................................................... 31
Early Experience and the Developing Infant (335) ....................................................................................................................... 46
Social Judgment (342) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 146
Political Psychology (345) .............................................................................................................................................................. 123
Psychology and Law (347) .............................................................................................................................................................. 128
Research in Psychology and Law (349) ........................................................................................................................................ 135
Clinical and Community Psychology (352) ................................................................................................................................... 31
Depression (357) ............................................................................................................................................................................... 40
Psychosis and the Biological Bases of Severe Mental Illness (358) ........................................................................................... 128
Anxiety Disorders: Responses to Danger, Both Real and Imagined (359) ................................................................................ 15
Advanced Seminar in Teaching and Learning (372) ...................................................................................................................... 8
Perspectives on Psychological Issues (401) .................................................................................................................................. 119

Area 1 - Behavioral Neuroscience (PSYC1)

Area 5 - Clinical Psychology (PSYC5)

Clinical Neuroscience
Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual
Arts

Anxiety Disorders: Responses to Danger, Both Real and
Imagined
Clinical and Community Psychology
Depression
Psychosis and the Biological Bases of Severe Mental Illness

Area 2 - Cognitive Psychology (PSYC2)
Choice and Decision Making
Cognition and Education
Understanding Attention and Distraction

Area 3 - Developmental Psychology
(PSYC3)
Cognitive Development
Early Experience and the Developing Infant

Area 4 - Social Psychology (PSYC4)
Psychology and Law
Research in Psychology and Law
Social Judgment

Area 7 - Educational Psychology (PSYC7)
Advanced Seminar in Teaching and Learning

200-level Group A Courses (PSYCA)
Cognitive Psychology
Minds, Brains, and Intelligent Behavior: An Introduction to Cognitive Science
Neuroscience

200-level Group B Courses (PSYCB)
Developmental Psychology
Psychology of Education
Social Psychology

Empirical Lab Course (PSYCE)
Brain, Behavior, and the Immune System
Clinical Neuroscience
Depression
Early Experience and the Developing Infant
Image, Imaging, and Imagining: The Brain and Visual
Arts
Research in Psychology and Law
Social Judgment
Understanding Attention and Distraction

PUBLIC HEALTH

CONCENTRATION

Public health seeks to understand, and also to protect and improve, health at the level of a community or population. Communities make decisions and allocate resources that, intentionally or not, fundamentally shape human life. For example,
great reductions in sickness and early death have come from social interventions with relatively low financial cost, such as
physically separating drinking water from sewage, or distributing aspirin, condoms, mosquito nets, vaccines or soap, or
sharing new ideas about life’s possibilities. The way a society is organized affects the way that social and scientific knowledge is distributed within it; access to that knowledge shapes health at the individual level. At its heart, the study of public
health focuses on questions about relationships between science and society, and between reality and possibility: what effective public health policy is and how we can measure its effectiveness; what the relationship is, and ought to be, between
research and policy; how we reconcile important moral and economic claims, or balance other values that compete with
maximizing health; what counts as disease, over time and among cultures; how we think about cause and responsibility;
what constitutes a healthy environment; how our fundamental beliefs determine our approaches to health decisions; and
how such decisions ought to be made.

Public Health (PHLH)

PAGES

Dimensions of Public Health (201) ...................................................................................................................................................42
Senior Seminar in Public Health (402) ...........................................................................................................................................141

Bioethics (PHLHB)

Nutrition and Environmental (PHLHN)

Biomedical Ethics
Disease in Modern Chinese Literature and Culture
Ethics and Reproductive Technologies
Feminist Bioethics
History of Medicine
India's Identities: Religion, Caste, and Gender
Life and Death in Modernity
Medicine, Pathology, and Power: An Ethnographic
View
Reading and Writing the Body

Dirty Politics: Regulating Hazardous Chemicals and
Wastes
Ecology of Sustainable Agriculture
Field Botany and Plant Natural History
Race and the Environment
The Industrial Animal

Biomed Determinants of Health (PHLHD)
Dangerous Exposures: Environment, Immunity, and
Infectious Disease
Early Experience and the Developing Infant
Immunology
Microbiology: Diversity, Cellular Physiology, and Interactions
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues
Translational Immunology: From Bench to Bedside

Core Courses (PHLHC)
Dimensions of Public Health
Senior Seminar in Public Health

Decision-Making (PHLHM)
Choice and Decision Making
Global Health Policy Challenges
Public Economics
Public Economics
Poverty in America
Your Money or Your Life: Health Disparities in the
United States

Methods of Public Health (PHLHE)
Mathematical Ecology
Mathematical Modeling: Dynamics of Infectious Disease

Reproductive, Maternal, Child (PHLHR)
Clinical and Community Psychology
Early Experience and the Developing Infant

Social Determinants (PHLHO)
Poverty in America
Race and the Environment
Your Money or Your Life: Health Disparities in the
United States

Statistics Courses (PHLHS)
Categorical Data Analysis
Econometrics
Elementary Statistics and Data Analysis
Empirical Methods in Political Economy
Experimentation and Statistics
Statistics and Data Analysis

RELIGION

MAJOR

The value of the major in Religion derives from its fostering of a critical appreciation of the complex role religion plays in
every society, even those that consider themselves non-religious. The major makes one sensitive to the role religion plays
in shaping the terms of cultural discourse, of social attitudes and behavior, and of moral reflection. But it also discloses
the ways in which religion and its social effects represent the experience of individual persons and communities. In doing these things, the major further provides one with interdisciplinary analytical tools and cross-cultural experience and
opens up new avenues for dealing with both the history of a society and culture and the relationships between different
societies and cultures. What one learns as a Religion major is therefore remarkably applicable to a wide range of other
fields of study or professions.

Religion (REL)

PAGES

Religious Conflict and Cooperation (104) ................................................................................................................................... 134
What is Religion? Theories and Methods in the Study of Religion (200) ................................................................................ 177
Judaism: Before The Law (203) ........................................................................................................................................................ 90
The Kingdom of God and Social Change (204) .......................................................................................................................... 158
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Mediterranean (213) ................................................................................................................. 44
Gnosis, Gnostics, Gnosticism (218) ................................................................................................................................................ 64
Paul and His Influence in Early Christianity (220) ..................................................................................................................... 118
Revolt and Revelation in 20th-Century Americas (223) ............................................................................................................ 135
U.S. Latina @ Religions (224) ......................................................................................................................................................... 172
Religion, Politics, Culture: Islam in the United States (237) ...................................................................................................... 134
The Modern Middle East (239) ..................................................................................................................................................... 159
Islamic Law: Past and Present (243) ............................................................................................................................................... 88
Mind and Persons in Indian Thought (244) ................................................................................................................................ 103
Buddhism: Ideas and Practices (255) .............................................................................................................................................. 26
Ethics of Jewish American Fiction (259) ........................................................................................................................................ 55
Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency (261) ....................................................................................................................................... 131
Time and Blackness (262) .............................................................................................................................................................. 168
Ritual, Power and Transgression (274) ......................................................................................................................................... 135
Seminar: Religion and Capitalism (282) ...................................................................................................................................... 139
Medieval Islamic Medicine (283) .................................................................................................................................................. 101
Embodiment and Consciousness: A Cross-Cultural Exploration (288) .................................................................................... 51
Religion and the American Environmental Imagination (291) ................................................................................................ 134
A History of Islam in Africa (303) .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Scriptures and Race (309) .............................................................................................................................................................. 138
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought (310) .................................................................................................................................... 179
Racial and Religious Mixture (314) .............................................................................................................................................. 131
Islamic Feminism (332) .................................................................................................................................................................... 88
Imagining Joseph (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 71
Islam and Anthropology (346) ........................................................................................................................................................ 88
Issues in the Study of Religion (401) ............................................................................................................................................... 89

Africa + Diaspora (RELAD)

South Asian Tradition (RELSA)

Rastafari: Dread, Politics, Agency
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought

India's Identities: Religion, Caste, and Gender

Comparative Inquiry (RELCI)
Scriptures and Race

Contemp Critical Inquiry (RELCR)
Embodiment and Consciousness: A Cross-Cultural Exploration

Jewish Tradition (RELJW)
Judaism: Before The Law

Body of Theory (RELTH)
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought

RUSSIAN

MAJOR

The Russian Program at Williams offers the opportunity to study the Russian language on all levels from beginner to advanced and the chance to learn about Russia’s rich history of literature, culture, politics, and art in courses taught entirely
in English. Russian language classes at Williams are small and intimate, and they emphasize speaking Russian from the
very first day. As part of the Exploring Diversity Initiative, Russian language classes focus on the relationship between
language and culture and explore how language arises from and contributes to cultural difference. We encourage students
to study abroad in Russia and other countries of the Former Soviet Union, and we offer both a 10-course Russian major
and a 7-course Certificate in Russian. If you already know some Russian and would like to continue studying the language
at Williams, you should consult with a member of the Department to determine which language course is right for you.
We also sponsor a weekly Russian Table, to which all Russian speakers on campus and in the community are invited, as
well as annual events like a Russian Pot-Luck Dinner each fall and a Russian Talent Night in spring.

Russian (RUSS)

PAGES

Elementary Russian (101/102)...........................................................................................................................................................51
Continuing Russian (151) ................................................................................................................................................................ 37
Continuing Russian (152) ................................................................................................................................................................ 37
Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature in Translation (203) ................................................................................................... 114
Topics in Russian Culture: Feasting and Fasting in Russian History (206) ............................................................................. 170
From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of Post-Soviet Gender (213) .......................................................................................... 60
Contemporary Russian Culture and Politics (214) ....................................................................................................................... 37
Altering States: Postsoviet Paradoxes of Identity and Difference (248) ..................................................................................... 11
Continuing Russian (251) ................................................................................................................................................................ 37
Continuing Russian (252) ................................................................................................................................................................ 37
Tolstoy and His Age (306) .............................................................................................................................................................. 168
Depiction of Politically Radical Youth in Contemporary Russian Literature (401) ................................................................. 40

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
STUDIES

CONCENTRATION

Science and Technology Studies (SCST) is an interdisciplinary program concerned with science and technology and their
relationship to society. In addition to being concerned with the historical development and a philosophical understanding of the ideas and institutions of science and technology; Science and Technology Studies also examines their ethical,
economic, social, and political implications.
The role that science and technology have played in shaping modern industrial societies is generally acknowledged, but
few members of those societies, including scientists and engineers, possess any understanding of how that process has occurred or much knowledge of the complex technical and social interactions that direct change in either science or society.
The Science and Technology Studies Program is intended to help create a coherent course of study for students interested
in these questions by providing a broad range of perspectives. At present, courses are offered which examine the history
or philosophy of science and technology, the sociology and psychology of science, the economics of research and development and technological change, science and public policy, technology assessment, technology and the environment,
scientometrics, and ethical-value issues.

Science and Technogy Studies (SCST)

PAGES

Science, Technology, and Human Values (101) ........................................................................................................................... 138
Technology, Culture and Society (330) ......................................................................................................................................... 152
Senior Seminar: Critical Perspectives on Science and Technology (401) ................................................................................ 142

Electives (SCSTE)
Environmental Law
Philosophy of Science
Senior Seminar: Perspectives on Environmental Studies
The Tropics: Biology and Social Issues

Related Courses (SCSTR)
Architecture 1700-1900
Environmental Planning
Global Warming and Natural Disasters
History of Medicine
Spacetime and Quanta
Ways of Knowing

SOCIOLOGY

MAJOR

The Department of Anthropology and Sociology at Williams aims to help students achieve an integrated understanding
of biography, history, culture, and social structure. Both disciplines introduce students to classical and contemporary
theories that illuminate the contours and contradictions of social experience.
Sociology studies the social and institutional intricacies of modern industrial and post-industrial societies and the social
psychological dilemmas facing the individual in our epoch. Sociology courses introduce students to classical and contemporary social thought, to the systematic analysis of social institutions and social interaction, and to the social analysis of
modern culture. The Sociology major at Williams emphasizes the humanistic tradition of sociology, stressing qualitative
approaches.

Sociology (SOC)

PAGES

Invitation to Sociology (101) ........................................................................................................................................................... 88
Race and the Environment (211) .................................................................................................................................................. 130
Law and Modern Society (218) ....................................................................................................................................................... 93
Images and Society (219) .................................................................................................................................................................. 71
Money and Intimacy (221) ............................................................................................................................................................. 106
Memory and Forgetting (230) ....................................................................................................................................................... 101
Symbols and Society (232) ............................................................................................................................................................. 152
Food and Society (242) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 58
What They Saw in America (244) ................................................................................................................................................. 177
Altering States: Postsoviet Paradoxes of Identity and Difference (248) ..................................................................................... 11
Moral Life in the Modern World (252) ........................................................................................................................................ 106
Seminar: Religion and Capitalism (283) ...................................................................................................................................... 139
Religion and the American Environmental Imagination (291) ................................................................................................ 134
Cultures of Climate Change (303) ................................................................................................................................................... 38
Espionage (311) ................................................................................................................................................................................. 54
Media Events (328) .......................................................................................................................................................................... 101
Technology, Culture and Society (330) ......................................................................................................................................... 152
Life and Death in Modernity (332) ................................................................................................................................................. 94
Breaking Apart (385) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 26

Anthropology and Sociology (ANSO)

Ways of Knowing (205) .................................................................................................................................................................. 176
Social Theory (305) ......................................................................................................................................................................... 147
Senior Seminar (402) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 139

SPANISH

MAJOR

The Williams College Spanish program includes a wide range of courses for beginners, intermediate, and advanced speakers. Whether you have never studied a language before, or already are a native or near-native speaker, we will guide you to
the appropriate level. You will be able to practice Spanish in a variety of contexts: discussion of current events, intellectual
matters, literary studies, and film. The curriculum offers students a solid base in linguistic fluency as well as the skills for
sophisticated literary and cultural analysis, and everyday life in a foreign country. We strongly encourage our students
to study away during their Junior year, the summer and/ or the Winter Study period (after your first-year). Our students
have gone to Mexico, Costa Rica, Spain, and Guatemala, to take language classes, participate in volunteer programs, teach
English, and complete internships. Our graduates have secured prestigious Fulbright teaching and research grants in Latin
America and Spain, and many have used their linguistic and cultural training as they pursue careers in fields including law,
health care, journalism, labor and community organizing, education, and doctoral degrees in various fields.
Our program hosts many cultural and social activities: weekly language tables, film festivals, poetry readings, parties, and
samplings of international cuisine.
For more information about our courses, faculty, and majors, please visit: http://spanish.williams.edu

Spanish (RLSP)
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Elementary Spanish (101/102) ..........................................................................................................................................................52
Intermediate Spanish (103) .............................................................................................................................................................. 76
Upper Intermediate Spanish (104) ................................................................................................................................................ 173
Advanced Composition and Conversation (105) ........................................................................................................................... 4
Advanced Composition and Conversation (106) ........................................................................................................................... 5
Spanish in Action: Advanced Communication & Culture for Everyday Life (199) ............................................................... 148
Latin-American Civilizations (200) ................................................................................................................................................ 91
The Spanish Labyrinth (201) .......................................................................................................................................................... 164
From Modernismo to El Boom de la Novela (203) ...................................................................................................................... 60
Spanish for Heritage Speakers: Introduction to Latina/o Cultural Production (209) ............................................................ 148
Spanish Phonetics and Phonology (210) ...................................................................................................................................... 149
Ecologismo: Literature, Culture and the Environment in Latin America (214) ....................................................................... 47
The Subject of Empire: Race, Gender and Power in the Colonial Era (308) ........................................................................... 164

STATISTICS

MAJOR

The Statistics major is designed to meet three goals: to introduce some of the central ideas of information and data science, to develop problem-solving ability by teaching students to combine creative thinking with rigorous reasoning, and
to develop interdisciplinary skills by applying statistics to an application area of interest. The major includes participation
in the undergraduate colloquium and opportunities for original research.

Statistics (STAT)

PAGES

Elementary Statistics and Data Analysis (101) .............................................................................................................................. 51
Statistics and Data Analysis (201) ................................................................................................................................................. 150
Categorical Data Analysis (340) ...................................................................................................................................................... 28
Probability (341) .............................................................................................................................................................................. 127
Regression and Forecasting (346) ................................................................................................................................................. 133
Multivariate Statistical Analysis (355) .......................................................................................................................................... 107
Statistical Inference (360) ............................................................................................................................................................... 150
Computational Statistics and Data Mining (442) ......................................................................................................................... 35

THEATRE

MAJOR

As a reflection of the theatre’s historical relationship to literature and the arts, stage production is studied in the context of
the literary and artistic movements, which have informed theatrical endeavor. The major in Theatre emphasizes the collaborative nature of the discipline by drawing upon courses offered by faculty of the Language, Literature, Music, and Art
Departments. Although students will be equipped to proceed to graduate and professional schools in theatre, the major is
primarily directed toward those interested in studying the theatre as an artistic phenomenon and as an interpretive tool.
Because a deep understanding of theatre requires training and experience with the synthesis on stage, the major includes
curricular study of production and performance, as well as continued participation in departmental stage production.
The production arm of the Department of Theatre operates under the supervision of the departmental faculty. Major
departmental productions as well as laboratory and experimental productions of all kinds are mounted on the new stages
of the ’62 Center for Theatre and Dance. Participation in acting or technical work is open to all members of the Williams
College community. Students majoring in Theatre will be asked to consult regularly with departmental advisors in devising the sequence of courses and production participation that will constitute their major.

Theatre (THEA)

PAGES

Introduction to Theatre (101) .......................................................................................................................................................... 86
Acting I (103) ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 2
Worldbuilding: Staging and Design For The Theater (201) ....................................................................................................... 179
Process and Aesthetic of the Actor (206) ..................................................................................................................................... 127
Shakespearean Comedy (208) ....................................................................................................................................................... 144
Modern Drama (229) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 104
Opera Since Einstein (243) ............................................................................................................................................................ 115
Introduction to Theatre Technology (244) .................................................................................................................................... 86
American Drama: Hidden Knowledge (275) ................................................................................................................................ 12
Stage Lighting (303) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 149
Costume Design (305) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 38
Acting III: Physical Theatre and Body Language (306) .................................................................................................................. 2
Directing (308) .................................................................................................................................................................................. 43
Black Migrations: African American Performance at Home and Abroad (317) ...................................................................... 24
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media (322) .................................................................................. 130
New Orleans as Muse: Literature, Music, Art, Film and Theatre in the City (330) ................................................................ 113
Devised Performance Studio (350) ................................................................................................................................................. 41
Advanced Practicum (355) ................................................................................................................................................................ 7
Senior Seminar: Empire and its Legacies (406) ........................................................................................................................... 142

WILLIAMS PROGRAM IN TEACHING
The program in teaching is designed to enable Williams Undergraduates to study the ideas, questions, and practices involved in good teaching at all levels. The program seeks to promote and facilitate an exchange of ideas about teachers,
learners and schools, within and beyond the Williams campus. The program offers a range of opportunities including
courses on education, intensive supervised student teaching, workshops, advising, lecture series, and ongoing peer groups
for those who teach. Students may participate in a variety of ways, ranging from taking one course to a sustained in-depth
study of teaching and learning geared to those who want to become teachers, or educational psychologists. We seek to connect students with one another, to bring in expert teachers to provide mentoring, and to create links across the curriculum
so that students can see the vital connections between what they study (French, Algebra or Biology for instance) and the
process of teaching those topics to elementary and high school students. The program is open to any student interested in
education and offers opportunities for all levels of interest, including those who want to find out about certification and
graduate study.

Related (TEACR)
American Pragmatism

Teaching Sequence (TEACS)
Advanced Seminar in Teaching and Learning
Cognition and Education
Developmental Psychology
Introductory Psychology
Psychology of Education
Social Psychology

WILLIAMS-EXETER PROGRAMME
Williams College offers a year-long program of studies at Oxford University in co-operation with Exeter College (founded
in 1314), one of the constituent colleges of the University. Williams students will be enrolled as Visiting Students at Exeter
and as such will be undergraduate members of the University, eligible for access to virtually all of its facilities, libraries, and
resources. As Visiting Students in Oxford, students admitted to the Programme will be fully integrated into the intellectual
and social life of one of the world’s great universities.
Although students on the Programme will be members of Exeter College, entitled to make full use of Exeter facilities
(including the College Library), dine regularly in Hall, and join all College clubs and organizations on the same terms as
other undergraduates at Exeter, students will reside in Ephraim Williams House, a compound of four buildings owned by
Williams College, roughly 1.4 miles north of the city centre. Up to six students from Exeter College will normally reside in
Ephraim Williams House each year, responsible for helping to integrate Williams students into the life of the College and
the University. A resident director (and member of the Williams faculty) administers Ephraim Williams House, oversees
the academic program, and serves as both the primary academic and personal advisor to Williams students in Oxford.

WILLIAMS-MYSTIC PROGRAM
The Williams College–Mystic Seaport Maritime Studies Program offers students a unique opportunity to explore the
ocean, travel the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf coasts, and undertake original research of their own design in the humanities
and sciences. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors of all majors welcome. A term at Williams–Mystic includes credit for one
semester plus one winter study requirement, as well as intensive writing course credit. Four Williams courses are offered
as an integrated, multidisciplinary curriculum in the semester–long program at Mystic Seaport, in Mystic, Connecticut:
Maritime History, Literature of the Sea, Marine Policy, and either Marine Ecology or Oceanographic Processes (see the
Maritime Studies section in this catalog). Travel includes an offshore voyage on the open ocean sailing aboard a tall ship,
a seminar along the Pacific Coast, and a Louisiana field seminar, all of which are cross–disciplinary and interdisciplinary
exercises. The Fall 2013 semester will include a field seminar to the Hawaiian Islands. Students live in historic, cooperative,
co–ed houses at Mystic Seaport, the world’s largest maritime museum, and have full access to world–class maritime collections, a maritime library, a state–of–the–art Marine Sciences teaching and research center, and diverse coastal habitats
(where field research can be undertaken in a wide variety of environments, ranging from tidepools and salt marshes to
sandy beaches and estuaries).

WOMEN’S, GENDER AND
SEXUALITY STUDIES

MAJOR

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies can be defined as the study of how gender is constructed, how it is inflected by differences of race, ethnicity, sexuality, class, and so on, how gender affects the experiences and situations of men and women,
and how assumptions about gender influence the construction of knowledge and experience. Scholarship in Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies has brought neglected material into established fields and raised important methodological
questions that cross disciplinary boundaries and challenge established intellectual frameworks. The program in Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies thus includes courses from a wide variety of disciplines that focus in a coherent way on
gender issues and/or sexuality issues, as well as core courses that acquaint students with the interdisciplinarity of the field.

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality (WGSS)
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Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies (101) ....................................................................................................................................
American Girls (105) ........................................................................................................................................................................ 13
The Fourteenth Amendment and the Meanings of Equality (152) ........................................................................................... 155
Gender and Sexuality in Music (177) ............................................................................................................................................. 61
Introduction to Sexuality Studies (202) .......................................................................................................................................... 85
Shakespeare, Sex, and Power (206) ............................................................................................................................................... 144
Poverty in America (209) ............................................................................................................................................................... 125
Ethics and Reproductive Technologies (212) ................................................................................................................................ 54
From Putin to Pussy Riot: Discourses of Post-Soviet Gender (214) .......................................................................................... 60
Feminist Bioethics (228) ................................................................................................................................................................... 57
Sexuality and Imperialism (231) ................................................................................................................................................... 143
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference (232) ........................................................................................ 16
Actually Existing Alternative Economies (244) .............................................................................................................................. 3
Carmen, 1845 to Now (248) ............................................................................................................................................................. 27
Arab Women Memoirs: Writing Feminist History (251) ............................................................................................................. 18
Modern Women Writers and the City (252) ............................................................................................................................... 106
Manet to Matisse (254) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 98
Adultery in the Nineteenth-Century Novel (259) .......................................................................................................................... 3
The Saint and the Countess: Lost Voices of Medieval Women (261) ....................................................................................... 163
Language, Interaction, and Power in Everyday Life (262) ........................................................................................................... 91
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought (310) .................................................................................................................................... 179
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics (313) ......................................................................................................... 62
Paradoxes of Human Rights and Humanitarianism (314) ......................................................................................................... 117
Gender and the Family in Chinese History (319) ......................................................................................................................... 61
Austen and Eliot (328) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 21
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media (330) .................................................................................. 130
Postwar Britain: Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Change, 1945-1990 (332) .................................................................... 124
The Nineteenth-Century British Novel (333) .............................................................................................................................. 160
Islamic Feminism (334) .................................................................................................................................................................... 88
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race, and Sexuality (338) .......................................................................... 92
Sex, Gender, and the Law in U.S. History (376) .......................................................................................................................... 143
Legacies of The Gothic Novel: Feminism and Horror in The Transatlantic World (377) ....................................................... 94
Black Women in the United States (379) ........................................................................................................................................ 25
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States (383) ................................................................................................. 178
Modern Pleasure (396) ................................................................................................................................................................... 105
Sr.Sem: Sexual Rights,Gender Equality, and Religious Liberty: Conflicts in Law,Culture, and Politics (405) ................... 149

Racial,Sexual,Cultural Div (WGSSR)
Approaches to Media Studies: Analyzing Mediated Difference
Black Women in the United States
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics
Gender and the Family in Chinese History
India's Identities: Religion, Caste, and Gender
Introduction to Sexuality Studies
Latina/o Musical Cultures: Sounding out Gender, Race,
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Race, Gender, and the Alien Body: Octavia Butler's Science Fiction

Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought
Whiteness and Race in the History of the United States

Theory (WGSST)
Gender, Race, and the Power of Personal Aesthetics
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Modern Pleasure
Race, Gender, and Performance from Literature to Social Media
Womanist/Black Feminist Thought

