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- second show i

McNally season than “The
Traviata,” a play both plvotal 10 thi
fplaywnghtsw caIeer -and;ideally -

AMIE BOSWORTH

richer’ plays Trav1ata
with' elements’ that- hav
~define’ lns work: w1tty h

banter on opera

was still thought of asa gay iﬁen s
~scourge,-and gay-themed theater

- 1991, but the play ‘was first pro-. fresh' and self-aware_ that many

1985, then revised and' .gays were hypersensitive to per-
; g ceived stereotypmg ‘

: ‘Ithey seer hght years ago AIDS

- for'a mamsueam audlence was S0 -

Into :these unsettled . waters,

‘ters -on two -sélf-critical. gay men
who escape the world through op-

era — particularly the singing’ of

L AMana Callas.
o claiming that the play not only pet-

‘petuated stereotypes of gay menas -

-Critics . pounced,

self-hating “opera queens’ but also
that its two acts.were: too d1fferent
tobe in the same play.-

V1ew1ng the ' play~ two decades

*later, it is easy both to. understand

“the-critics’. reaction and see what
they missed. Act 1,:indeed;plays

,4place entirely “in’ his “apartment;
Mendy camps and bickers playful=- -}
ly, mostly about opéra and Callas,

‘McNally Jaunched 4 play that cen-

Aussier and riore tightly strung,
* Along the way, ‘we learm that Ste- " ;5

:Mendy, who is obsessed with get- ¢
ting. his hands:on anLP of Callas

singing -“La; TraVJata”
Lisbor™: <.

~Throughout Act 1 whlch takes

with Stephen . (Michael Mendel-
sofi),’a. Senior book editor who lS

phen s live-int Jover ‘Mike *(Andres -
Alcala); a docter, has broughita-Co-

“lumbia graduiaté student home for
~the, night “arid. asked " Stephen " to

stay away. ‘We leartt, too, that while
oOpera is .a gentle  obsession- for -
Mendy, it is Stephen’s way¢ of look-

,mgattheworld, Rt

“OR97201.

{URSDAY, JANUAF

formance as an-obsessed, increas-
ingly unhinged; self:centered lover
transformed the show. ..~ ’

: d.and: appro-
pnately understated, .and Conway
‘is - Adonis-like: as:.Paul,. which ‘is |
mostly what therole requjre' |

: Michael McGrego c/o:The Oreganmn
A&E, 1320 SW. B :






