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Short Description of Volume  

World language classrooms are increasingly attracting more diverse student audiences, but 

strategies and teaching materials for languages of East Europe and Eurasia are less likely to 

reflect updates that other, more commonly-taught languages have implemented toward broader 

inclusiveness and representation of multicultural identities, both in characterizations of learners 

and of the cultures and speakers of target language(s). This is a result, in part, of the 

historically, generally homogeneous, character of the presentation of source and target culture 

in the Russian-language classroom (Azimova & Johnson, 2012; Garza, 2021; Shardakova & 

Pavlenko, 2004; Stauffer 2020) and instruction and inquiry in the Slavic, East European, and 

Eurasian Studies (SEEES) fields more broadly, despite the diversity of languages and language 

groups (Romance, Slavic, Turkic, among others) and cultures that exist in these geographies. 

Since the murder of George Floyd and the rise of a global Black Lives Matter movement, there 

have been various calls to action in the instruction of East European and Eurasian Languages to 

address predominantly white demographics in SEEES fields (Murphy and Ghaedi, 2021; Porter, 

2021; Rucker-Chang, 2020; Rucker-Chang & Ohueri, 2021; St. Julian Varnon, 2020) and long-

standing disparities in access and opportunities for non-white populations (Knickmeier 

Cummings & Lugo de Fabritz, 2021). Despite these acknowledgements and drive to change the 

nature of the field, there persists a great deal of investigation and interrogation needed to realize 

the potential benefits of the inclusive East European and Eurasian language classroom.  

 

We invite chapter proposals for the volume Inclusive Strategies and Critical Pedagogies for East 

European and Eurasian Languages to address the challenges and opportunities to achieve broader 

pedagogical strategies in the instruction of languages associated with and/or situated in East 

Europe and Eurasia, including both those spoken in minority, nationless, Indigenous, and 

diasporic speech communities in the region and beyond, as well as linguae francae. We 

particularly encourage co-authored submissions that incorporate comparative, collaborative, 

and relational theoretical perspectives of language teaching. We will also consider sole-

authored pieces, however. Of particular interest are contributions from scholars engaging in 

inclusive, antiracist, anti-oppressive, abolitionist, culturally-sustaining, critical and progressive 

pedagogies in the teaching of languages of East Europe and Eurasia. The primary goal of this 

volume is to introduce current and future educators to models of effective pedagogies, 

classroom practices, and methodological approaches to make instruction and participation in 

our field more inclusive, accessible, and representative of multicultural and multilingual 

identities, both in terms of the student body as well as the region(s) of focus, content, the 

production of knowledge, and the means of instruction. The editors of this volume invite 

proposals that address the following questions and/or topics:   



 

● Strategies and rationales for the presentation of target and source cultures that decenter 

dominant ideologies (e.g., whiteness, patriarchy, heteronormativity, cisgenderism, ableism, 

anti-Semitism, elitism, aporophobia, Islamophobia, homophobia, transphobia, anti-

communism, anti-Blackness, anti-Indigeneity, xenophobia, and nativism, among others);   

 

● Unifications and applications of theories and practices from multicultural education (e.g., 

critical pedagogy, culturally-relevant/-sustaining pedagogies, antiracist education, 

abolitionist education, social justice education, etc.) with or to issues of relevance for 

progressive curricular transformation in the teaching and learning of languages of East 

Europe and Eurasia;  

 

● Decolonizing methodologies (Smith 1999, 2021) for the teaching and learning of languages 

of East Europe and Eurasia, including how to address harms of linguicism imposed for soft 

power, hegemony, coloniality, and/or other forms of domination and subjugation, including 

content-based approaches that deemphasize oppressors in favor of spotlighting 

abolitionists, liberators, and social justice seekers in the historical and cultural contexts in 

which East European and Eurasian speech communities exist;  

 

● Evidence-based (i.e., non-anecdotal) strategies and approaches to the teaching and learning 

of certain topics (e.g., race, racialization, and racism, ethnocentrism, class, religion, politics, 

human rights, gender identity, sexual orientation, social justice) the forms of which might 

include case studies, phenomenological inquiries, or other forms of qualitative, quantitative, 

and mixed methods research that offer data-driven evidence of the efficacy of specific 

strategies, pedagogies, or content, especially studies that move toward more equitable 

mentorship for and higher levels of participation among students of the global majority in the 

learning and teaching of languages of East Europe and Eurasia. 

 

Parameters for Chapters 3,000-5,000 words inclusive of footnotes 

Deadline for Submission of Abstract and short list of references: June 15, 2023 

Deadline for Submission of Manuscripts: December 30, 2023 

 

Process for Review and Selection of Manuscripts for This Volume 

 

Shortly after the deadline for the submission of abstracts for this volume, the editor(s) will reach 

out to the authors who submitted abstracts to inform them if the proposed manuscript is aligned 

with the volume’s stated scope and purpose. If the manuscript is deemed to be in alignment, the 

editor(s) will ask the author(s) to submit their manuscript for peer review, with instructions how 

to do so, by the deadline of May 15, 2024.  

 

Once the manuscript is submitted as per the editors’ instructions, it will be reviewed in a blind 

process by referees from the field. Those referees will provide their reviews to the editors, who 

will consider them and make and communicate the relevant editorial decision to accept or reject 

the manuscript, and if to accept the manuscript, with which required or expected revisions. 



 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Names and Contact information for Co-Editor(s) 

 

Sunnie Rucker-Chang, The Ohio State University 

rucker-chang.1@osu.edu 

 

Rachel Stauffer, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign  

rstauff@illinois.edu  
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