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ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL HOCKEY CHALLENGE
On March 6, 2009, Congressional staff, Administration 
officials and lobbyists from a wide range of interests and 
industries left behind their day jobs to join together for a little 
fun on the ice to raise funds for the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey 
Club.  The first game was played at Kettler Capitals Iceplex 
and had a crowd of around 300 attendees.  The Lawmakers 
won a hard-fought 6-4 victory on that first afternoon, thanks 
to two goals by Congressman Brian Higgins of Buffalo (D-NY).

Thus was born the Congressional Hockey Challenge.  All 
involved share a love of the game of ice hockey coupled 
with a desire to make it a more widely accessible sport.  
In a decidedly partisan town, this event brings together 
lawmakers and lobbyists, Republicans and Democrats, in a 
charity ice hockey game to raise money for worthy groups.

In 2010, the event was moved to the Fort Dupont Ice Arena 
and garnered the support of the National Hockey League 
and the Washington Capitals.  Over 500 crowded the stands 
to watch the game, and over $50,000 was raised for the Fort 
Dupont Ice Hockey Club and Fort Dupont Ice Arena.  The 
Lobbyists, thanks to stellar goaltending by Andrew Emerson 
and Brian Regan, and a potent offense spearheaded by C2 
GROUP’s own Nelson Litterst (two goals) and Sean O’Neill of 
the Associated General Contractors of America (one goal, two 
assists), roared back to win 7-2.

The 2011 game was played at the Verizon Center thanks to 
the generosity of the Washington Capitals and the National 
Hockey League.  The event raised over $100,000, and the 
Lobbyists solidified their position as the dominant team with 
a dramatic 5-3 win. While one of the goals was a late empty-

netter, Bridgestone America’s Christian Gullott struck the 
game-winning blow with a highlight-reel caliber goal, beating 
the powerful Lawmaker defensive pairing of Salvatore “Tory” 
Mazzola and Brad “Spin Doctor” Dayspring, and sneaking the 
puck under the pads of former Lawmaker goalie Anthony 
Weiner.

The event continued to grow in 2012, when the NHL and the 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund established a new four-year 
academic scholarship for participants of the NHL’s Hockey 
is for Everyone (HIFE) initiative. The scholarship provides 
opportunities for qualified HIFE participants to attend any 

of the country’s 47 public Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities (HBCUs) or Predominately Black Institutions 
(PBIs).  Proceeds from ticket sales and the online silent 
auction continue to support the Fort Dupont Ice Arena and 
the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club.

In 2012, the Lawmakers struck back.  The potent posse of 
policymakers, led by two key assists from Congressman 
Erik Paulsen (R-MN), took advantage of a lethargic legion of 
Lobbyists to end the first period with a comfortable 3-1 lead.  
The Lobbyists began to emerge from their apparent slumber 
in period two and surged in the third and final period on 
the back of two goals by Lobbyist forward Andrew “No 
Dice” Mills.  The final Lobbyist effort fell short, granting the 
Lawmakers a 5-3 victory.  With both teams now tied at two 
wins each, the 5th Annual Congressional Hockey Challenge 
promises to be a thriller from start to finish.  And while only 
one team can raise the Congressional Hockey Challenge Cup, 
the real winners are the first two NHL Scholarship recipients: 
Donald “Donnie” Shaw of Washington, DC’s Fort Dupont Ice 
Hockey Club and Ricky Lucas of the Ed Snider Youth Hockey 
Program in Philadelphia.

We invite you to thumb through this program to learn more 
about all of our generous sponsors as well as the players that 
make up each of today’s rosters.  Thank you for being here to 
support our causes!  You can be sure today’s game will be a 
great one!



ABOUT OUR BENEFACTORS

Thurgood 
Marshall  
College Fund
The Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund (TMCF) is 
named for the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s first African-
American justice. Established 
in 1987, TMCF supports and 
represents nearly 300,000 
students attending its 

47 member-schools that include public Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), medical schools and 
law schools. TMCF helps students with a clear intention 
and the motivation to succeed and acquire a high-quality 
college education at an affordable cost. TMCF also efficiently 
connects high performing, world-ready students with top tier 
employment opportunities-access that students or employers 
might not have on their own. Through its scholarships and 
programs, TMCF plays a key role in preparing the leaders of 
tomorrow.

TMCF is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, charitable organization.  For 
more information about TMCF and its initiatives, visit: www.
thurgoodmarshallcollegefund.org.

Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club 
and Fort Dupont Ice Arena

The home rink of the Fort 
Dupont Ice Hockey Club, 
the Fort Dupont Ice Arena 
is situated on National Park 
Service land and operated 
by Friends of Fort Dupont 
Ice Arena, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization.  
The Arena is the only public 
indoor ice rink in the city 

of Washington.  The Fort 
Dupont Ice Arena has been 
named as an America’s 
Promise “Safe Place” – a safe 
place for young people with 
structured activities during 
non-school hours. This 
designation was awarded to 
the Arena in December of 
2001 by America’s Promise, 
the Alliance for Youth 
organization founded by 
General Colin L. Powell.  It 
serves as an anchor in its 
community and as a place of 
refuge for children in need 
by providing skating instruction and classroom activities free 
of charge or at highly affordable rates.

Founded in 1978 by Neal Henderson, The Fort Dupont Ice 
Hockey Club is an NHL-sponsored, award-winning 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization providing local and inner-city youth 
with the opportunity to participate in organized ice hockey.  
The Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club is the official hockey 
program at the Fort Dupont Ice Arena serving children of all 
age groups.  

Participants have a wide range of experience in skating and 
game play, and ages range from 8 to 17. The program teaches 
young people discipline through athletics and coaching, and 
helps establish self-esteem, a sense of purpose, and offers an 
incentive to excel academically. 

The benefits of organized sports extend far beyond the rink: 
the girls and boys who join the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club 
learn life skills. As these children grow, they will become 
better citizens and will learn to give respect and anticipate 
respect.  Children participating in the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey 
Club have a 100 percent high school graduation rate, and over 
90 percent continue to higher education.





TEAM LAWMAKERS

Rep. Erik Paulsen/Forward/#3
Height: 6’ 3”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN
College: St. Olaf College
Employer: U.S. House of Representatives
Favorite NHL Team: Minnesota Wild
Favorite Watering Hole:  Local Brew Pubs in Minnesota
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Anything from Led 
Zepplin

John Billings/Defense/#6
Height: 5’11”
Weight: 170
Hometown: New Milford, Connecticut
College: Dartmouth College
Employer: Congressman Dan Benishek (MI-01)
Favorite NHL Team: Hartford Whalers
Favorite Watering Hole: Southside 815
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Enter Sandman, Metallica

Rep. Brian Higgins/Forward/#27
Height: 6’2” 
Weight: Fighting Weight
Hometown: South Buffalo, NY
College: Buffalo State College & Harvard University
Employer: Constituents of New York’s 27th
Congressional District
Favorite NHL Team: Buffalo Sabres

Rep. Mike Quigley/Forward/#5
Height: 5’7”
Weight: 150
Hometown: Chicago, IL
College: Roosevelt University
Employer: The Good People of Illinois’ 5th 
Congressional District
Favorite NHL Team: Chicago Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: Wrigley Field 
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Chelsea Dagger by the 
Fratellis 

Brad Dayspring/Defense/#2
Height: 5’11
Weight: 200
Hometown: Pompton Lakes, New Jersey
College: Villanova University
Employer: National Republican Senatorial Committee
Favorite NHL Team: New York Rangers
Favorite Watering Hole: Baby Wale
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Coma, Guns N Roses 

Rep. Pat Meehan/Defense/#7
Height: 6’2” 
Weight: 215
Hometown: Drexel Hill, PA
College: Bowdoin College
Employer: US House of Representatives, PA-07
Favorite NHL Team: Philadelphia Flyers
Favorite Watering Hole: Kelly’s Irish Times
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: The Boys are Back in 
Town, Thin Lizzy

Pat Brown / Forward / #11
Height: 5”8”
Weight: 155
Hometown: Toronto, ON
College: University of Toronto
Employer: Parliament of Canada
Favorite NHL Team: Toronto Maple Leafs
Favorite Watering Hole: The Bank Lounge - Barrie

Gord Brown / Forward / #27
Height: 5’9”
Weight: 205
Hometown: Gananoque, Ontario, Canada
College: Carleton University
Employer: Constituents of Leeds-Grenville, Ontario 
Favorite NHL Team: Toronto Maple Leafs 
Favorite Watering Hole: Real Sports 
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: My Songs Know What You 
Did in the Dark, Fall Out Boy

Rick Dystra / Defense / #77
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 180
Hometown: St. Catharines
College: Brock University
Employer: Parliament of Canada
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins
Favorite Watering Hole: Ottawa - The Royal Oak, St. 
Catharines - Fresco’s
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Thunderstruck, AC/DC

Tim Regan/Forward/#9
Height: 5’10” 
Weight: 180
Hometown: Alexandria, VA
College:  George Mason University
Employer:  Clerk of the US House of Representatives
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals
Favorite Watering Hole: Murphy’s in Old Town
Pre-Game Locker Room Song:  Red Nation by Game



Cecil “Jack” Way/Assistant Head Coach/#17
Height: 6’ 2” 
Weight: 195 
Hometown: Upper Montclair, N.J.
College: The American University
Employer: DHS - FEMA
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals
Favorite Watering Hole: Solly’s U Street Tavern
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Right Back Where We 
Started From, Maxine Nightingale  

Joel Brubaker/Defense/#44
Height: 6’4”
Weight: 204
Hometown:  Lancaster, PA                 
College:   Gettysburg College
Employer:   Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito 
(R-WV)
Favorite NHL Team:  Philadelphia Flyers
Favorite Watering Hole: Thirsty Bernies         
Pre-Game Locker Room Song:  Vertigo, U2

Jeff “Big Mac” McEvoy/Forward/#11
Height: 6’ 3”
Weight: 260 
Hometown: Lewiston, NY
College: US Army School of Hard Knocks
Employer: US Senate SAA
Favorite NHL Team: Buffalo Sabres
Favorite Watering Hole: Ramparts
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: My Body, Young the Giant

Jon Oehmen/Forward/#16
Height: 5’9”  
Weight: 185
Hometown: St. Louis, MO                  
College: Colorado State University  
Employer: US Rep. Bill Flores
Favorite NHL Team: St. Louis Blues
Favorite Watering Hole: Cantina Marina
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Tim Regan’s Hot Techno 
Mix

Gerrit Lansing/Forward/#10
Height: 5’ 10” 
Weight: 180
Hometown: Lake Forest, IL
College: The University of the South
Employer: National Republican Congressional 
Committee
Favorite NHL Team: Chicago Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: Tune Inn
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Welcome to the Jungle

Bob Fischer/Defense/#64
Height: 6’0
Weight: 215
Hometown: Buffalo, NY
College: SUNY Geneseo
Employer: Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
Favorite NHL Team: Buffalo Sabres
Favorite Watering Hole: Virtue Feed And Grain- Old 
Town Alexandria
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Tom Sawyer by Rush

Tim Sheehan/Forward/#14
Height: 5’11”
Weight: 172
Hometown:  West Hartford, CT
College: UConn
Employer: The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Favorite NHL Team:  Team USA 
Favorite Watering Hole: Old Ebbitt Grill
Pre-Game Locker Room Song:  London Calling, The 
Clash

Steve Sandora/Forward/#12
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Yardley, PA
College:The Catholic University of America
Employer: Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick 
Favorite NHL Team: Philedelphia Flyers
Favorite Watering Hole: Codmother
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Kickstart My Heart, 
Motley Crue

Stephen Hedger/Goal/#30
Height: 5’ 10”
Weight: 180
Hometown: Northport, NY
College: United States Military Academy at West Point
Employer: Senator Claire McCaskill (MO)
Favorite NHL Team: New York Islanders
Favorite Watering Hole: Granville-Moore’s
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Van Halen Right Now

Michelle McGann/Forward/#22
Height: 5’6”
Hometown: Mississauga, ON
College: Amherst College
Employer: National Repulican Congressional Committee
Favorite NHL Team: Edmonton Oilers
Favorite Watering Hole: Mr. Smith’s Piano Bar 
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Rosalita, Bruce 
Springsteen 

Garrett Donovan/Goal
Height: 6’  
Weight: 170
Hometown: Melrose, MA | Annapolis, MD
College: George Washington University
Employer: Congressman Bill Keating (MA-9)
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals | Boston 
Bruins
Favorite Watering Hole: Bullfeathers
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: State of Massachusetts, 
Dropkick Murphys



Rep. Larry Bucshon/Forward/#8
Height: 5’8”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Kincaid, IL
College: University of Illinois
Employer: Constituents of Indiana’s 8th 
Congressional District

Mark Little / Forward / #11
Height: 5’10” (adjustable with prosthetics) 
Weight: 205 
Hometown: Fairfax, VA
College: George Mason University
Employer: Retired Army
Favorite NHL Team: Chicago Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: Fast Eddies Fairfax
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Indestructible By 
Disturbed)

Hon. John Kerry / Team Captain / #1
Height: 6’4”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Boston, MA
College: Yale
Employer: Citizens of the United States of America
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins



Andrew Mills/Center/#8
Height: 6’1”
Weight: 86 kg
Hometown: Carmel, IN
College: Purdue University
Employer: NDP Analytics
Favorite NHL Team: Pittsburgh Penguins
Favorite Watering Hole: The Kiwi Room, Embassy of 
New Zealand
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Mirrors, JT

Lesley Elliott/GM/#01
Height: 5’2” 
Weight: Not a Chance
Hometown: Lexington, KY
College: Vanderbilt University
Employer: District City Consulting
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals

Brian Regan/Goal/#1
Height: 6’0”
Weight: 165
Hometown: Fairfax, VA
College: University of Delaware
Employer: FCC
Favorite NHL Team: Caps
Favorite Watering Hole: Galaxy Hut
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Runnin’ Down a Dream

Sean O’Neill/Defense/#2
Height: 6’2”
Weight: 210
Hometown: Buffalo, NY
College: Cortland
Employer: AGC
Favorite NHL Team: Buffalo Sabres

Nelson Litterst/Forward/#11
Height: 5’11”
Weight: 180
Hometown: Peoria, IL
College: The Indiana University
Employer: FTI Consulting
Favorite NHL Team: Chicago Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: Thirsty Bernies
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Thunderstruck, AC/DC

Melissa Lavinson/Defense/#4 
Height: 5’5”
Hometown: Princeton, NJ
College: Hamilton College
Employer: PG&E
Favorite NHL Team: NJ Devils

Nick “Title IX” Lewis/Forward/#5
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 200
Hometown: New York City
College: SUNY New Paltz aka Harvard on the Hudson
Employer: UPS
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals

John Cline/Forward/#10
Height: 6’3”
Weight: 215
Hometown: Chicago
College: The Northern Illinois Huskies
Employer: FTI Consulting / C2 Group
Favorite NHL Team: Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: Thirsty Bernies
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: No Church in the Wild, 
Kanye West & Jay-Z

Jeff Burton/Forward/#9
Height: 6’3”
Weight: 270
Hometown: Torrance, CA
College: Northern Arizona University
Employer: Burton Kamins Advocacy
Favorite NHL Team: LA Kings
Favorite Watering Hole: Del Frisco’s Grill
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: I Love Rock and Roll, Joan 
Jett and the Blackhearts

TEAM LOBBYISTS

Matthew Levin-Stankevich 
Height: 6’0”
Weight: 245
College: SUNY Buffalo State University
Employer: United Way of the National Capital Area
Favorite NHL Team: Buffalo Sabres
Favorite Watering Hole: Boundary Road
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Thunderstruck, AC/DC



Ian Bennitt/Center/#19
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Branford, CT
College: Skidmore College
Employer: Ball Janik LLP
Favorite NHL Team: Caps
Favorite Watering Hole: Martin’s
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Enter Sandman

Kraig Siracuse/Forward/#20
Height: 6’0”
Hometown: Rochester, NY
College: George Washington University
Employer: Park Strategies
Favorite NHL Team: Caps

Christian Gullott/Forward/#27
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 175
Hometown: Schenectady, NY 
College: Siena College
Employer: Bridgestone Americas, Inc.
Favorite NHL Team: Washington Capitals

Brian Cohen/Defense/#34
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Marblehead, MA
College: Hamilton College
Employer: Motion Picture Association of America
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins
Favorite Watering Hole: Any place that serves warm 
gin... preferably with a microwave
Pre-Game Song: Falling to Pieces, Faith No More

Chris Coleman/Defense/#28
Height: 6’6”
Weight: 275
Hometown: Barrington, RI
College: Saskatchewan Institute of Applied
Science and Technology
Employer: America’s Natural Gas Alliance
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Strong

Andy Emerson/Goal/#31
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Henniker, NH 
College: Goucher College
Employer: Eastpoint Strategies
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins

John Goodwin/Forward/#37
Height: 5’11”
Weight: 225ish
Hometown: Cranston, RI
College: Marymount University
Employer: The Herald Group
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins

Rick Murphy/Center/#51
Height: 6’0”
Weight: 185
Hometown: Middlebury, CT
College: New England College
Employer: Rick Murphy & Associates
Favorite NHL Team: Whalers
Favoite Watering Hole 
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Brass Bonanza

Mike Wertheimer/Defense/#77
Height: 6’0”
Weight: 235
Hometown: Wilmette, IL
College: University of Maryland
Employer: Congressional Hockey Challenge
Favorite NHL Team: Chicago Blackhawks
Favorite Watering Hole: The Pug
Pre-Game Locker Room Song: Anything Tim Regan 
sings to me

Seth Webb/Defense/#92
Height: 5’8”
Weight: 175
Hometown: Marblehead, MA
College: Muskingum College
Employer: Google
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins

Tony Mazzola /#22



Kathleen Black / #98

Bret Barker/Defense/#58
Height: 5’8”
Weight: 175
Hometown: Manchester, MA 
College: Rhode Island School of Design
Employer: New West Technologies
Favorite NHL Team: Boston Bruins

Joe Bowser  







STANLEY CUP CHAMPION SPONSORS

DIVISIONAL CHAMPION SPONSORS

ALL-STAR SELECTION SPONSORS



POWER PLAY SPONSORS

HAT TRICK SPONSORS



HOCKEY FAN SPONSORS



TAKE YOUR  
BEST SHOT... 
AT THE SILENT
AUCTION!

FEATURING:
Signed Alex Ovechkin (Capitals) jersey 
Signed Alex Ovechkin game-used stick 

Signed Patrick Kane (Blackhawks) jersey
Signed Zach Parise (Wild) jersey

Signed Lecavalier (Flyers) puck
Signed Seth Jones (Predators) puck

Signed Davis Backes (Blues) cap
Signed Sidney Crosby (Penguins) cap

Signed Jonathan Toews (Blackhawks) cap
$100 gift card to Sonoma Restaurant and Wine Bar

$100 gift card to Hill Country Barbecue Market
6 cases BODYARMOR® SuperDrink™

Gift Basket from Periwinkle
Gift Basket from Purple Goose

$100 gift card to Union Pub
Gift Basket from Beam

and much more!

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SILENT ACTION
WILL BENEFIT THE FORT DUPONT ICE ARENA 
AND FORT DUPONT ICE HOCKEY CLUB

STOP BY DURING THE
 GAME FROM 6-9 P.M.
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