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To David Maslanka, 
a treasured mentor, teacher,  

and friend, I dedicate 
this symphony. 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
 
I began the composition of my first symphony at a very low point in my life. As a result, I set 
out to compose a work about the things and people that bring the utmost joy to me. The first 
movement, “The Mountains of Montana,” is a musical portrait of my adopted home, Western 
Montana. The themes represent a sunrise, a winter storm, the sound of birds, a river stream, 
and the closing sunset over the mountains. 
 
The second movement is composed using a lullaby I wrote for my niece, Caroline. The 
movement is dark and tumultuous, and portrays the struggle I was experiencing at the 
conception of my symphony. In the midst of this darkness is the lullaby. It reminds me of 
Caroline, how much she brings joy to my family, and how she is always there to brighten my 
days. 
 
The third and final movement is a tribute to my friends and family. The movement is 
composed with the recurring “Friendship Theme,” which is first stated in the low brass chorale 
in the introduction of the movement. It develops and recurs with the themes from the previous 
movements. The theme is present throughout, much like my friends. It makes me remember 
that no matter where I am and where I go, my friends and family are always with me. I am 
fortunate to have these people in my life, and I thank them. 
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INSTRUMENTATION 
 
Piccolo 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes 
3 Clarinets in Bb 
Bass Clarinet in Bb 
Contrabass Clarinet in Bb 
2 Bassoons 
Contrabassoon 
Soprano Saxophone 
2 Alto Saxophones 
Tenor Saxophone 
Baritone Saxophone 
 
3 Trumpets in Bb 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trombones 
Bass Trombone 
Euphonium 
Tuba 
Double Bass 
 
Organ (Preferably Large Pipe Organ, 
Optional Keyboard Part Available) 
 
Piano 
 
Timpani 
 
4 Percussion* 
 
Percussion 1: Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Suspended Cymbal (P4), Tubular Bells (P4) 
Percussion 2: Vibraphone, Bass Drum, Triangle, Xylophone (P1) 
Tubular Bells (P4) 
Percussion 3: Marimba, Tam-Tam 
Percussion 4: Metal Wind Chimes, Tubular Bells, Suspended Cymbal, Crash 
Cymbal, Military Drum, Marimba (P3) 
 
*Each percussion player has his or her own station of instruments. Occasionally, 
they will be called to play at another station, which is indicated by the percussion 
station in parentheses. 
 
TRANSPOSED SCORE — ca. 32 minutes  
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Fl.   

2

1

Ob.   

2

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

Bsn. 1, 2

Cbsn.

Sop. Sax.

A. Sax. 1, 2
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Bari. Sax.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

Pno.

Timp.

Perc. 1

 Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

f sweetly

   f 
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accel. 
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Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

Bsn. 1, 2

Cbsn.

Sop. Sax.

A. Sax. 1
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Bari. Sax.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

Pno.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4
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Fl. 2

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

Bsn. 1, 2

Cbsn.

Sop. Sax.

A. Sax. 1

A. Sax. 2

T. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

ff
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mf with anticipation ff

mf with anticipation ff
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Bsn. 2
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