
 
 
 

History 
Solomon's Porch began its public expression on 
January 2, 2000. After spending nearly six months 
meeting regularly and preparing a location at 43rd 
and Upton Ave. in South Minneapolis. Three people, 
Doug Pagitt, Ben Johnson and Kathryn Green, 
offered concentrated effort to the starting of the 
church.  
 
Solomon's Porch received financial support from the 
Evangelical Covenant church planting group that 
provided money on decreasing scale from January 
1999-December 2001 ($60,000 in 1999, $40,000 in 
2000, $20,000 in 2001). Solomon's Porch was 
financially independent from that point forward.  
 
The group of committed participants agreed to move 
due to space limitations. In June 2002, the community 
moved to 13th Ave near 28th street in Minneapolis.  
This facility and neighborhood allowed us to connect 
with the people living nearby through many efforts 
inside and outside our building.  

In late 2005 our building on 13th Ave was sold. 
Solomon's Porch met at a Presbyterian church in 
South Minneapolis until February 2006. We then 
moved into our current building on 46th Street. 

While initially renting our building from the Methodist 
conference, in 2013, we purchased the building. We 
led a Building Finance Campaign to gather funds to 
help pay our mortgage. In 2019, we continue to make 
monthly mortgage payments. In 2011, we renovated 
multiple areas of our roughly 18,000 sq. ft. building so 
that we could use the building to start two businesses 
that would operate out of our space. The Faith, Health 
and Wellness Center (2011) and Yoga Sanctuary 
(2012) are still alive and well to this day. These two 
businesses operate as a DBA of Solomon’s Porch, 
meaning they share finances (revenues, expenses, 
payroll, etc), staff, legal responsibility, and space.  

Vibe and Feel 
Solomon's Porch has sought to be a low structure, 
easy to enter, experimental community of vibrant faith 
and action. We have sought to include all people 
regardless of background or belief and to allow them 
to impact and shape our community and our efforts.  
Having said this, Solomon's Porch has been made of 
mostly young, white people from Christian 
backgrounds. We have sought to engage and oppose 
issues of racism, white supremacy, religious 
superiority, income inequality, violence, and exclusion 
in our expression of faith.  

We have sought to hold a generous expression of 
Christian orthodoxy and to be a leading voice in 
emerging, progressive Christian faith in the U.S. as 
well as abroad.  During our gatherings, and as a 
community, we read the Bible out loud together and 
discuss afterwards what we encountered in the 
writings. This has given our gatherings a vibe of 
listening to those who came before us and let their 
words and experiences speak to us in community and 
in our daily lives.  

Our setting for Sunday gatherings has been in the 
round. Families and their children have been welcome 
to stay throughout the entire duration of our 
gatherings as we believe that children want to be 
heard and that their lives are a part of what builds a 
holistic community. We have written our own songs 
throughout the years and continue to sing them 
together and in our own lives. Both meetings and 
structure have been built on a relational and relaxed 
style.  

Creative expression through art is a central, 
organizing principle for our collective efforts and 
space. We regularly commit to supporting our artists 
to the best of our ability.  There are two intentional 
galleries, Gallery Abode, located in our family room 
space and Gallery II, on the second floor.  

 



 
Membership and Finances 
The community of Solomon's Porch has changed over 
the last two decades but has maintained a modest 
size of between 75-150 "Covenant Participants" 
(members) including many more people participating 
in various ways outside of Sunday gatherings. During 
this recent time of transition, our attendance numbers 
have been lower than our historic numbers. We have 
been intentional not to define ourselves by who 
attends Sunday gatherings but instead see our 
community as one that is extended past our walls.  

The people of Solomon’s Porch are clustered in the 
30-60 year old range with a high concentration of 
people in their 40’s. There are many children, families 
and also many people who are not partnered or 
married.  

Because we have not made professing any particular 
faith belief a requirement for participation in 
Solomon’s Porch, we have people from many 
perspectives and beliefs.  

Our current revenue is $376,600. In addition to the 
participant's contributions, we use our building to 
generate revenue by running the Yoga Sanctuary, 
Faith, Health and Wellness Center, and rentals.  
 

Structure and Affiliations 
Solomon's Porch has utilized many organizational and 
leadership structures over the last two decades. We 
currently have a Steering Committee that holds all 
legal responsibilities and is functioning as the primary 
decision-making group and giving direction to the 
formation of future structures. We also have a 
Children’s Planning Team that leads all preschool, 
school age, and youth (612) programming on Sunday 
evening Gatherings. These efforts are accomplished 
by a group of volunteers and staff.  

Solomon's Porch is not affiliated with any 
denomination or church organization. However, we 
are connected by relationship and action-oriented 
partnerships with many groups.  
 
 
 

Current Staff  
We currently have seven paid staff members: Shelley 
Pagitt (Yoga Sanctuary), Katherine Kleingartner 
(Faith, Health and Wellness Center), Victoria 
Peterson-Hilleque (Engagement), Mary Beth Kennedy 
(Office Manager), Claire Booth (Cleaning Specialist), 
Justin Kohorst (Facility), and Doug Pagitt (Community 
Life).  
 

Current Life at Solomon's Porch 
The last two years have brought significant change in 
the life of Solomon's Porch. Many factors have 
contributed to this, including relationship changes 
among members, a general sense of a need for 
change in staff roles, and a sense that there is a new 
season awaiting this community.  

In October 2018, we suspended the normal 
functioning of Sunday gathering and eliminated the 
positions connected to that gathering. This was 
important as a means of honoring what we had 
accomplished over 20 years and also recognizing the 
need to move to something new. Three of the people 
in those positions had been in them for nearly 20 
years (two of whom were founders of Solomon's 
Porch). This group agreed together that this change 
was needed and a break was necessary for the 
community to take its next steps. 

Gatherings were begun in March 2019 with a different 
organization style, including teams who hosted and 
designed the gatherings. This change allowed people 
to reevaluate their participation in Solomon's Porch. 
Some people have chosen to no longer be a part of 
the community, others recommitted their efforts, while 
others maintained their commitment as it was. This 
was also the time that Doug Pagitt, pastor, and 
founder, concluded that the future of Solomon's Porch 
is best served with someone else in the lead role.  
 
Future Vision 
Solomon’s Porch is poised for a very exciting next 
chapter.  Hiring a new leader is key for us to cultivate 
a generous, inclusive community with vibrant 
Christian expression that robustly includes people 
from all backgrounds and beliefs in our community.  


