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FOREWORD
Developing Alberta Theatre “From Page to Stage” for over 25 years

APN exists to nurture Alberta Playwrights and provide support for the
development of their plays. We endeavor to foster playwright development,
increase awareness of Alberta playwriting nationally and internationally and to
build a community of playwrights.
One of the ways we feel we can best support our members is to tell producers
across the country about plays and playwrights that we’ve helped to develop. As
such, we have selected plays from our past four years of programming that we feel
could have a life on the stage, and provided casting breakdowns, lengths, and
synopses in this catalogue.
If you are interested in any of the plays listed in this catalogue, please email
Resident Dramaturg, Michelle Kneale at dramaturg@albertaplaywrights.com and
she will be happy to provide you with the most recent draft.
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Blood: A Scientific Romance by Meg Braem
2 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Winner: 2009 Alberta Playwriting Competition Grand Prize
Produced: Sage Theatre (Calgary) 2010/2011
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2009 & 2010
Twin sisters, Angelique and Poubelle are orphaned in a car crash. Suffering from
critical injuries, the girls are put in the same room knowing that they're death is
imminent. Upon being put together the girls begin to recover and even thrive. Dr.
Glass observes this phenomenon and decides to adopt and study the girls in a
quest to discover the scientific formula for love.
The Wall by R. Jonathan Chapman
4 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Winner: 2008 Alberta Playwriting Competition Grand Prize
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2008 & Lunchbox Theatre 2009
The Wall explores the story of Chris Gueffroy, the last person killed attempting to
cross the Berlin Wall, and the trial of Ingo Heinrich, the East German guard who
shot him. Karin Gueffroy's search for justice over the death of her son becomes
enmeshed in a reunited Germany's efforts at reconciliation, while the details she
uncovers raise new questions about what really happened on the night of February
5, 1989.
Reprise by Mike Czuba
2 Male/3 Female/1 Female voice
Full length (75 minutes)
Honorable Mention: Write on Q! Inifinte Theatre 2011
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2011
Upon learning of his father’s death, musician Steven Booker spends an agonizing
yet fantastical day and night trying to dismiss the man he hated so much but knew
so little. Structured like a song (verse, chorus, bridge, solo), memories and reality
force Steven to discover that he is very much his father’s son.
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Sequence by Arun Lakra
2 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Winner: 2011 Alberta Playwriting Competition Grand Prize
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2011
Where did we come from? Who are we now, and what becomes of us? In a
theatrical petri dish; sex, god, DNA, creation and Fibonacci numbers spiral together
in a heady cocktail that inspires, delights and surprises with it's witty, playful
language and interplay of logic and metaphysics. Belief systems clash, ideas
recombine, mutate and evolve, and order springs from chaos. Which came first the chicken or the egg, and what or who dreamed them up in the first place?
SIA by Matthew MacKenzie
2 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Winner: 2010 Alberta Playwriting Competition Grand Prize
Produced: Downstage Theatre (Calgary) 2011/2012
Reading presented by The Bridge Theatre Company, (New York) 2011
SIA tells the story of a former child soldier who takes a Canadian University student
hostage in West Africa. When war, destruction and murder are all you know, what
else can you resort to?
Millicent's Pothole by Sherryl Melnyk
4 Female
One Act
Winner: PGC Post-Secondary Playwriting Competition 2011
Finalist: 2009 BC National Playwriting Competition
Millicent’s Pothole is the adventure of two women who make and sell marijuana
laced brownies to the residents of their nursing home. Although they think it will be
a quick and painless way to make money, they find out that being seventy-five year
old drug dealers isn’t as easy as they had anticipated. As the women learn the
intricacies of drug dealership, they help one another face some difficult issues that
have haunted them throughout their lives.
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An Almost Perfect Thing by Nicole Moeller
2 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Winner: 2011 Sterling Award for Outstanding New Play (Edmonton)
Produced: Workshop West Theatre (Edmonton) 2011/2012
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2010
An 18-year-old woman escapes captivity after six years and refuses to say where
she has been. During a series of interviews with a local journalist, the pair wrestles
for control of the story and their version of the truth.
Keeping Your Distance by Jeremy Park
1 Male/2 Female
One-Act
Winner: Alberta Playwriting Competition Discovery Prize 2009
Workshop/Public Reading: APN & New West Theatre (Lethbridge) 2010
Keeping Your Distance, asks the questions “To what degree is love built through
our memories of each other, and what happens when those memories slowly
become impossible to maintain?” While David is coping with his wife Sara’s
escalating illness and memory loss, he befriends a charming young woman named
Marianne at a local coffee shop. As Sara’s state worsens, David and Marianne’s
connection deepens, causing David’s definitions of love to be thrown into chaos,
and Marianne’s role in David’s life to be cast into question. In a marriage that has
had memories as its cornerstone, Sara’s condition jeopardizes not only her own
identity, but David’s as well, leaving all three characters caught in a struggle
between devotion, happiness, and self-preservation.
Flesh & Ghost by Gordon Pengilly
2 Male/4 Female
Full Length
Selected for Staged Reading: Theatre Calgary, FUSE Festival
Workshop/Public Reading: Broad Horizons Theatre Company (New York City)
Developed in association with Theatre Calgary’s FUSE Festival
Flesh & Ghost follows the father of a little girl who disappeared seven years ago
and his obsessive belief that she’s still alive. He purchases some age progression
software and creates a picture of her as a teenager, and when a look-alike street
kid with no memory of her childhood appears at his door the astonishing story
unfolds. The play is inspired by the nonlinear pathways found in quantum
mechanics and the strange sculptures of superstring theorists where particles
appear out of nowhere and alternative worlds are surprisingly real.
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My Name Is… by Michele Vance Hehir
2 Male/3 Female
Full Length
Winner: Alberta Playwriting Competition Discovery Prize 2008
Workshop: APN 2010
In the summer of 1958, the Everly Brothers are singing, “All I Have To Do Is
Dream”, and a young teenage boy commits suicide by drowning himself and his
dog in the Burrard Inlet. In East Vancouver of 1994, a dying old woman locks
herself in her bedroom, while her middle-aged daughter bargains with her on the
other side of the door. The two women relive that night from over 35 years ago and
the ramifications it’s had on their lives.

Previously Produced Plays
Angel's River by Andrea Boyd
1 Male/3 Female
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2009
Produced: Live Bait Theatre (New Brunswick) 2010
A teenager, Carrie Lynn, is still in the hospital after her C-section. She has more-orless decided to give the baby up for adoption, but must confront her mother’s
pressure to keep the baby despite their poverty, her own desires and the
unexpected appearance of the baby’s father. She is visited by a Little Girl, who
wants her story to be told. The play magically drifts between a hospital room and a
river bank, and from the present to the past.
The Josephine Knot by Meg Braem
1 Male/1 Female
One Act
Produced: Sage Theatre (Calgary) IGNITE! Festival 2009
Samantha's grandmother has died in her house full of junk. Samantha meets her
father to sort through garbage, memories and pickles only to discover each other
and who they really are.
Destroy by Geoffrey Brown
4 Male
One Act
Self Produced: 2011
Simon and Tom head out on the open road in search of home, freedom, and what it
means to be alive. They realize soon enough that nirvana isn’t on the map. Destroy
is a play about adventure, greed, consumerism and the quest for the soul.
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Kingdom of Three by R. Jonathan Chapman
2 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Produced: Sage Theatre (Calgary) IGNITE! Festival 2010
When a band of crusaders conquer Karshim as a new kingdom of God, they find
regional politics, a growing insurrection, and the former leader's mistress - a
passionate and politically savvy woman - all serving to undermine their ideals and
threaten their hopes for peace. Kingdom of Three is a parable which explores the
role of the West in modern day Afghanistan.
Waiting on the Thunder by Mike Czuba
1 Male/1 Female
One Act (45 minutes)
Produced: Sage Theatre (Calgary) IGNITE! Festival 2010
A play about the violence of memory, the fragility of denial and the repercussions
and reverberations of abuse. Anna, a married mother of two finds herself in her exboyfriend Gabriel’s apartment after a fight with her husband. As the evening
unfolds, the truth of their memories deteriorates into lies and the true reality of their
lives can no longer be hidden.
John Doe, Jack Rabbit by Neil Fleming
2 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Produced: Ground Zero Theatre (Calgary) 2005/2006
Two friends try to escape the tedium of their small Northern town by pulling off a
heist of Group of Seven paintings. As they await a rendezvous at a remote cabin
they become snowed in and find they are not alone. Confined in the cabin with a
demented granny and an old flame, Gordie and Mike discover news ways of
escaping.
The Pain Diaries by Deb Nicholson
3 F / 1 M / 2 Either
Full Length
Self Produced: 2009
Workshopped through APN 2008/2009
Written in conjunction with chronic pain specialists, The Pain Diaries is a comedy
about the challenges of dealing with chronic pain disorders. The play follows a
woman and her family as they struggle through diagnosis and pain management,
dealing with real problems while gently pointing out life’s ironies.
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Until the Glass Stops Working by Jeremy Park
1 Male/1 Female
One Act
Winner: 2010 Alberta Playwriting Competition Discovery Prize
Produced: Sage Theatre (Calgary) IGNITE! Festival 2011
Until the Glass Stops Working tells the story of Cory who, when faced with kidney
failure, turns to his estranged sister Gillian for help. Gillian is the key to his survival,
but their reunion brings tensions to the surface and she is caught between genuine
compassion and resentful obligation towards her brother’s plight. Reflections on
power, love, and legacy come to a gripping climax in this drama.
Brightest Red to Blue by Graham Percy
2 Male/ 2 Female
Full Length
Produced: Forerunner Theatre (Halifax) 2011
When Lizzie Siddal, famed Pre-Raphaelite supermodel, dies in 1862, a broken
hearted Dante Gabriel Rossetti buries his poems along with her in an expression of
undying love. Six years later he changes his mind and goes back for them.
Brightest Red to Blue brings Victorian England alive in a hilarious and heartfelt
depiction of one of the most infamous nights in art history.
Lillibet by Glenda Stirling
2 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Produced: Ship's Company (Parrsboro) 2006
Subsequent Development with APN in 2011
Lillibet is old and routines are important. Bob visits on Monday. He brings chocolate
covered digestives. They have tea. Lillibet is confused at times. She thinks Princess
Margaret is her sister. She does not, however, think she is the Queen of England.
That would be crazy. Bob is unhappy. His wife Marie cuts the crusts off his bread
and hopes he will be the man she knows he could be. So Bob has an affair with
Myra. Myra expects nothing. She never thought she would be one of those women
who would be in love with a married man. When secrets long buried start to
surface, everyone has to face that the past is always right behind you. What
happens when the life you hoped for is not the life you are living?
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Published Plays
Harvest by Ken Cameron
1 Male/1 Female
One Act & Full Length Versions
Published in: Ken Cameron. Harvest and Other Plays. NeWest Press, 2010.
Productions: Blythe Festival, Lunchbox Theatre
Harvest tells a true-life story of Cameron’s parents, a rural couple who unwittingly
rent their farm out to a marijuana grow-op.
The Seed Savers by Katherine Koller
2 Male/3 Female
Full Length
Published in: Katherine Koller. Voices of the Land: The Seed Savers and Other
Plays. Introduction by Anne Nothof. Edmonton: Athabasca University
Press, 2012.
Production: Station Arts Centre (Rosthern, SK) 2010, Workshop West Theatre
(Edmonton) 2009
The Seed Savers takes on a watershed event in human history- the multinational
push to introduce genetically modified seed into our food supply. Mindy and Joe
have invested fifty years in their family, their farm and each other, but when
genetically-modified seed finds its way into their prized canola, they find much more
at risk than a farmers’ ancient right to sow their own seed.
Faced with the fight to hold on to their farm, they find themselves at odds over past
choices and their way forward. The Seed Savers is about pride, forgiveness and a
granddaughter named Sky.
Cowboy Boots and a Corsage by Katherine Koller
3 Male/3 Female
One Act
Published in: Katherine Koller. Voices of the Land: The Seed Savers and Other
Plays. Introduction by Anne Nothof. Edmonton: Athabasca University
Press, 2012.
Production: Borealians (Port Perry, Ont) 2010, Huron Heights (Newmarket, Ont.) 2010,
FemFest (Winnipeg) 2003, CBC radio 1992, Edmonton Fringe 1991.
Roxanne wants out of small town southern Alberta but she can’t leave her mom,
Jeannie, yelling at cows on the prairie.
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Metastasis by Gordon Pengilly
5 Male/4 Female
Full Length
Published in: Gordon Pengilly. Metastasis and Other Plays by Gordon Pengilly.
NeWest Press, 2009.
Production: Northern Light Theatre (Edmonton) 1995
Metastasis and Other Plays, highlight the core of human tragedy, paranoia, and
violence. With a mix of dark humour and palpable desperation, Pengilly creates
striking characters who, while essentially good, are unable to cope with their
circumstances and commit reckless acts as a result. True to the tendency of human
nature, these characters attempt to redeem themselves—but often discover it’s too
late.

In Development
Twisted Ladder by Lindsay Burns
3 Male
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2011 with assistance from the Alberta Foundation for the Arts
No one expected James Watson and Francis Crick to crack DNA's code in 1953 but
they did and received the Nobel Prize in 1962. So what are they doing in a
graveyard in 1978?

The Final Word by Sharon Cavanagh
2 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2012
The Minister of Culture has a few questions for the poet Sidney Hoffman, but
Sidney has some questions of his own: “Can a poem change the world?” “Can it
bring peace?” “Can it bring justice?” and “Where’s my statue?”. Dark, humorous
and very topical, “The Final Word” explores two opposing views of human nature
and of what an artist means in our society.
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14 Rounds by AJ Demers
8 Male/3 Female (cross casting potential)
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2011
14 Rounds is based on the life story of Tommy Burns, Canada's only heavy weight
boxing champ, who, in 1909, refused to acknowledge the colour line and and gave
the black boxer, Jack Johnson, a world heavy weight shot. Two men metaphorically
and literally are engaged in the fights for their lives.
The Book of Anne by Heather Morrow
1 Female
Full Length
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2011
Anne Askew waits to burn at the stake, for being the friend of Katherine Parr.
Growing up together, though sometimes far apart, both of these well-bred ladies
struggle with Henry VIII's often violent Reformation and their own broken families.
Anne recalls how, by being her brilliant, outspoken, puritanical self, she almost got
her best friend, the Queen of England, executed for heresy in 1546.
A Normal Home by Heather Morrow
3 Male/3 Female
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2012
After six months in Europe, Sarah Sands returns home to Calgary-- with her new
fiancee Marek and his mother Irina. As Sarah introduces her troubled brother, her
disillusioned aunt, and her father, Jake, to her new family, one thing becomes
obvious -- what are the Sands working so hard to hide?
The Good Scotch by Blaine Newton
3 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2010 with assistance from the Alberta Foundation for the Arts.
The Good Scotch is a dark exploration of family dysfunction in the face of an
unexpected death. Filled with black humour, the play focuses on the impact of the
death of the favourite child on those who are left behind, and their inability to keep
up appearances when their outwardly normal suburban lifestyle is suddenly torn
apart.
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The Basement Boys by Steven Owad
3 Male/1 Female
One Act
Workshop/Public Reading: APN 2012
Three young men who all live in their parent's basements struggle in making the
jump to adulthood. Video games, drugs and macho camraderie stand in for
meaningful human relationships (even with one another). How can they grasp
maturity when they've spent years without challenging themselves or seeking out
real life?
Polish Math for Beginners by Steven Owad
3 Male/2 Female
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2010
An illness ignites long-dormant conflicts between an aging Polish immigrant and his
first generation Canadian family. Tensions are stoked by a generation gap, a
conflict of cultures, and the divergent needs and dreams of a group of people who
have long shared the same small space.
Garage Alec by Tracey Power
1 Male/1 Female
Full Length
Workshop: APN 2008
Produced: Edmonton, 2010
Part English, Part French, All Canadian.
How do two people learn to communicate when their language skills aren’t enough?
Any way they can. Michelle is always in control until her car breaks down in
Quebec. “You have to help me! You don’t need to speak English to fix a car!” Let
the games (and frustration) begin. A play that “accidently” tackles the ever
challenging language gaps of our country. A story of two people trying to
understand one another and at the same time themselves.
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A Civilized Boy by Dan Perry
1F/4M
Full Length
Set in a dystopian future, A Civilized Boy takes place in an isolated community that
is controlled by a militant, patriarchal government. Convinced they are the "last
vestige of civilization in a world inhabited by chaos", the stability of their society is
threatened when a young, literate boy arrives throwing all of their beliefs into
question.
Coachwood Park by Andrew Torry
2M/2F
Full Length
Two families, two faiths, and zero tolerance. So when Jordan and Ally form an
unlikely relationship, they keep it a secret. But when their combative parents
discover their relationship, the kids struggle to hold their relationship and their
families together.
Manor by Doug McKeag
4 M/ 2F
Full Length
At a country manor in 1904, Grandpa is found dead, questions arise, and a society
marriage is in jeopardy... until a stand-in vicar arrives to save the day, and point the
finger of suspicion at everyone.
Red Rosa, Bloody Rosa by Mike Czuba
2 F / 2 M / 1 Either/ Chorus (6 to 14 M/F)
Full Length
Red Rosa, Bloody Rosa is a play about Rosa Luxemburg, a stubborn polish Jew
with a bad hip and chronic stomach pain, also one of the greatest revolutionaries of
our time. The play begins in 1914 and ends in 1919, the year she was
assassinated. The structure is episodic and operatic, ‘Epic’ in the Brechtian sense.
Using a traditional chorus with modern projections and silhouetted ‘expressionistic’
action behind a scrim, Red Rosa, Bloody Rosa brings you on a theatrical journey
through a dark history.
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Another Life by Anne-Marie Bruzga
6M / 1F
Full Length- 3rd draft
Trapped in a cave-in with miners from a variety of European backgrounds,
Luidvikas, is confronted by a war he thought he'd left in the past. Through a series
of flashbacks, his family's harrowing escape from Lithuania to Canada in the last
days of World War II is revealed as he fights to save the life of a fellow miner. The
research for this play was made possible through the generous support of the
Alberta Foundation of the Arts.
Laws of Thermodynamics by Catherine Walsh
3M/2F
Full Length
You can't win, you can't break even, you can't get out of the game. Three days before
the end of the world, Daniel Abram's car breaks down in Crumb, where a pregnant
waitress mans the electric chair at the local penitentiary. Can what you do on your last
day make up for how you’ve lived your life?
Sacrament by Gilbert da Silva
2M
One Act
In the face of a pandemic ravaging a major city, has a cure been found in the
sacramental wine of the last open Catholic church? Two lifelong friends, a man of faith
and the other of science, will have their lives, beliefs, and past come crashing down as
they try to save the city. Is this an act of god or a fluke of science? In the face of
everything they believe, can these two men find common ground in time?
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Howling Lee by Andrew Torry
4F
Lee, a young, three-legged wolf pup, is ostracized from her pack, and hides in the
forest from a mythical monster. Lonely and hungry, her attempts to join another
territorial pack are compromised by her own incompetent social skills. How will she
survive?
Hideout by Andrew Torry
1M
Lee’s one and only friend, Oli, abandons him to hang out with a more popular crowd at
school. Alone and frustrated, Lee struggles to make new friends at school, while
coping with hatred for Oli and fear of his parents. With no one to turn to for support,
Lee lashes out at people around him, and is tempted to commit a heinous act of
violence.
So Long by Meredith Taylor-Parry
2F/3M
It is the summer of 1934 in Southern Alberta. Charlie Miller and his best friend Agnes
are only 10 years old, but they can sense impending change in the hushed tones of the
adults around them. How will Charlie deal with the brunt of his father's frustration now
that his older brother has left the farm that once sustained them and now threatens to
tear the family apart?
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