GENEVA (CH) — Jean
Nouvel was initially in two
minds about building the
Richemont headquarters
on the Bellevue site,
with its ancient cedars,
traditional chalets and
views over the lake. In the
end, captivated by the site,
he went ahead, designing a
structure that harmonizes
with the surrounding forest
landscape – it neither
disappears, nor dominates.
The long building is

organized around two linear
‘green’ patios. The offices,
with wooden floors and
ceilings, are divided by clear
glass walls that are variously
screen-printed with tree
silhouettes, unevenly
sandblasted, or pixelated
to ensure privacy and
confidentiality.
RICHEMONT HEAD
OFFICE, 2006
Architect: Jean Nouvel. Client:
Richemont Group. Address: Bellevue,
Geneve. Glass: Vertical Vision.
Info: www.jeannouvel.com
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UTRECHT (NL) — Emiel Lamers Architectures
designed a roof terrace for a 17th-century listed
house in Utrecht. The previous wooden structure
was in a state of disrepair and overshadowed
much of the courtyard. The first design, for a
movable steel lift-platform and an all-glass deck
complete with glass structural beams, proved
financially unfeasible. The eventual solution
consists of twelve panels of toughened glass (12
mm thick) laid like a carpet on a steel grating
floor. To save money, all the panels are square –
the oblique dimensions of the existing courtyard
are incorporated in the zone around the glass.
The glass panels make it possible to step
onto the terrace in bare feet, something that
would be rather painful with gratings alone.
However, the gratings provide additional
safety should one of the panels break, as well
as a sense of security for people with a fear of
heights.
Thanks to the reflection from the slender aluminium-coloured supporting beams, the ground
floor is much lighter than it would be without
the terrace. The architects opted for a glass balustrade (four 88.2 mm laminated glass panels
coated with ClearShield) so as to restrict the
view of the historic facade as little as possible.
GLASS TERRACE, 2001–2006
Architect: Emiel Lamers Architectures, Rotterdam/Budapest
Address: Achter de Dom 16-18, Utrecht
Client: Alexandra van Huffelen & Herman Lohman
Contractor: Hennipman, Loosdrecht
Steelwork: Conmedra Steel & Design, Loenersloot
Glass: Van Zalingen Glas, Wijchen
Lighting consultant: vandenboschverlichting, Harderwijk
info: www.architectures.nl
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Glass terrace
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