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by Tim Schwent

Luke asked “What’s wrong Grandpa?”, as he heard 
my gasp when I turned over the beautiful Bollinger 
County, Missouri gobbler. I answered him that this 
was a “monster turkey”, and my mind raced back 
through the years that brought us to this scene. 
Luke’s mother (my daughter Nikki) and his uncle 
Bill were raised on conservative values in the 1980s 
and matured into adults that an old redneck country 
boy can be proud of. Their years of college educa-
tion, and the professional careers they chose, did 
not erase the values they grew up with. They are 
both conservative in politics, economics, and social 
issues. They are outdoors people, but much to my 
dismay, their families hike and bike rather than fol-
low their father’s passion for hunting, fishing, and 
conservation organizations. Luke is Nikki’s eight 
year old son. He, and his seven year old brother, 
Matthew, have been shooting bows, BB guns, and 
.22 bird shot guns at targets for several years. I was 
pleased to hear their enthusiastic “yes” when I asked 
if they were interested in turkey hunting with me 
this spring.

Some preparation was required before the season. 
I equipped a Mossberg pump 20 gauge shotgun with 
a TrueGlo red dot scope and we practiced shooting 
turkey targets about a month before youth season. 
I used special “low recoil” ammunition (which I 
highly recommend) for the practice sessions. Luke 

told his mom that the big loud gun “didn’t hurt”, 
it just tickles a little. Youth season was going to be 
only one day for us as Luke would receive his first 
communion at church on that Sunday. It turned out 
that we would not hunt youth season at all as a poor 
Florida turkey hunt had our group staying an extra 
day there and me arriving home too late for the 
youth season opener.

Saturday of the regular season found Luke and I in 
a blind on the end of a 1000 yard long pasture on a 
small farm on which I had exclusive turkey hunt-
ing rights. I entered the blind after placing a strut-
ting jake and two hen decoys about 30 yards from 
our position. I asked Luke if he had heard anything 
while I was setting decoys. He looked at me with 
wide eyes and claimed he heard 4 or 5 gobbles just 
to our east in the woods along the field. It was time 
to load the gun but the shells would not fit into the 
barrel. I had picked up 12 gauge shells instead. Luke 
would have to shoot my semi-auto 12 gauge. The 
next time the tom sounded off I located him about 
150 yards from us in the perfect position to fly down 
right to our decoys. He gobbled 25 or 30 times on 
the roost but only five times after he was on the 
ground and each time he was farther away. A hen 
showed up in the field about 500 yards from us not 
long after the big boy gobbled last, eventually four 
hens were feeding in the pasture. Luke was looking 
at the hens in my binoculars when he turned to me 

and said he was beginning to get bored. I asked if he 
wanted to go home already. He said no, but that he 
was thinking about the McDonalds breakfast I had 
promised him when we were done hunting.

Does the “Passion” Skip Generations?

Grandpa Tim and Luke with Luke’s first Missouri gobbler.

continued on page 8

Bootheel Boss Gobblers Take Three National Awards
Nashville, TN; February 13, 2016

The National Wild Turkey Federation has an-
nounced that the Southeast Missouri Bootheel Boss 
Gobbler local chapter was the recipient of three pres-
tigious national awards at the recent National Con-
vention in Nashville. The chapter placed third in the 
nation in the L.A. Dixon Award “Highest Net Member-
ship” category for the second year in a row. The award 
recognizes the best Chapters in the total Dixon award 
competition. The Boss Gobblers also received an L.A. 
Dixon “Grand Slam Award” for achieving over $50,000 
banquet net income for their 31st Hunting Heritage 
Banquet in February 2015. The chapter was chartered 

continued on next page

The chapter members attending the awards ceremony are: Front 
Row kneeling: Cathy Barks and Tim Schwent; Second Row: Dixie 
Davie, Hadley and Sara Bradshaw, Rob Stover, Lance Neal, John 
Jansen and Alan Morris; Third Row: Brandon Bradshaw, Bronson 
Senn, Lindel Barks, Brandon Job and Larry Neal
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
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to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpg, .tiff or .eps. 
Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable for 
printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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SHOW-ME
GOBBLER

It was another great spring with lots of turkeys 
harvested. The wet  spring  kept our farmers from 
cutting their hay when they needed to and may 
have put some in a bind. However,  as is so often 
the case,  what is hard on one thing can be good 
for others. Delayed hay cutting can equate to more 
turkey nests hatching off so hopefully we see a 
bump in turkey production this year as a result. 

  We at the NWTF thank our VETERANS every 
chance we get for our freedom and rightfully so. 
When you think about it, should we not also take 
the time to thank our family farmers, as they too 
are similar to us at the NWTF. They too are trying 
to preserve a lifestyle as they continue to feed the 
world and pass their lifestyles on to future genera-
tions. I would encourage each of you when you 
get a chance to buy your local produce, meat, and 
dairy products ,please do so. These are not only 
the people that help feed the world but also the 

ones that feed and raise our wildlife. Whenever  
we have a chance to help support them, we should 
gladly do so. 

   As most of you have heard the Missouri 
Department of Conservation Director Robert 
Ziehmer has stepped down to further his conser-
vation efforts in the private sector. We would like 
to wish Bob the very best of luck and thank him 
for the many  years of service he has given to this 
great state. The Missouri Department of Conser-
vation is considered a  national model and Bob 
has been a respected leader.  

   Summer is upon us and fall is just around the 
corner. Most of us that are turkey hunters also 
deer hunt. As responsible outdoorsmen and wom-
en, we pursue our passions  safely and ethically 
and teach these important lessons to those that 
we mentor. However, one message I don’t hear 
much about is  tree stand safety. I would like to 
encourage each of you that hunt from a tree stand 
to wear a safety vest and a lifeline or something 
similar. A vest costs between $100-$150 (one is 
all you need) and lifelines are in the neighbor-
hood of $30 each (one for each stand location). 
It will greatly increase your odds of surviving a 
fall. When you have multiple tree stands this may 
seem expensive. But when one of your friends or 
acquaintances losses their life or becomes para-
lyzed from a fall because they weren’t wearing 
one,  the price is certainly worth the investment. 
As we train our children and grandchildren to 
hunt, please include treestand safety to the lesson 
plan. If we take the time to teach them and insist 
on safety, hopefully it will follow them for the rest 
of their lives. 

  As many of our members spend multiple hours 
working with the NWTF as we strive to make Save 
The Habitat. Save The Hunt. a reality, it reminds 
me of something said by one of America’s great 
philosophers and educators, William James. THE 
GREAT USE OF A LIFE IS TO SPEND IT FOR 
SOMETHING THAT OUTLASTS IT.

R. L. Bennett, President 
George Clark 

MO State NWTF Chapter 
Turkeyslayer79@msn.com

President’s Report

in 1984 and have now hosted thirty-two banquets, the last twenty-seven of which were Golden Gobbler (over 
50% net income) events.  

Bootheel Boss Gobblers have offered a JAKES field day to the youth of the area for over 25 years. Over ten 
members of the current banquet committee started with the chapter as a participant at a JAKES event. The 
chapter submitted their annual event in the NWTF JAKES Award competition for the first time and were 
rewarded for their efforts with the “Best Special Event” award for the 2015 JAKES Field Day. The event featured 
ninety-seven JAKES attending twelve education stations and over 200 total participants (children, parents and 
volunteers).

Bootheel Boss...   continued from page 1
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

In past Show-Me Gobbler articles, 
I’ve provided updates about the 
ongoing wild turkey research 
project being conducted in northern 
Missouri. I’ve presented information 
about the percentages of banded 
turkeys that have been harvested and 
about the level of success banded 
hens have experienced with nesting 
and rearing young. Although this 
information is interesting and 
useful in its own right, I haven’t yet 
discussed in great depth how the 
information collected during this 
project is going to be incorporated 
into the Conservation Department’s 
Wild Turkey Management Program. 
This article will provide a big picture 
view of how the research project fits 
into our management program.

During the early 2000s, a novel 
population modeling technique was 
developed (statistical population 
reconstruction) that allowed state 
wildlife agencies to monitor trends in 
harvested wildlife populations. This 
useful tool provides wildlife managers 
with estimates of how many animals 
exist on the landscape, the animals’ 
survival and harvest rates, and the 

number of young recruited into the 
population. The tool has the potential 
to dramatically change the way state 
agencies monitor wildlife populations, 
and Missouri is one of the first 
states that will be incorporating this 
tool into several of its management 
programs.

There are three main pieces of 
information that are needed to make 
this population modeling tool useful 
for wildlife managers. Fortunately, 
many state wildlife agencies, including 
Missouri, already collect the bulk 
of this information. The first data 
source is the information that hunters 
provide when they check their 
harvested game. When hunters report 
their turkeys through the Telecheck 
System in Missouri, they are providing 
Conservation Department biologists 
with an extremely important piece 
of information. Knowing how many 
jakes and adult gobblers are harvested 
in each county is vital to the success 
of being able to use this tool. There 
is a lot of information that can be 
extracted from harvest records, and 
these records serve as the backbone of 
this approach to monitoring wildlife 
populations.

The second piece of information 
that is needed to use this monitoring 

tool is an estimate of hunter effort 
(i.e., how many hunting trips are 
taken each year). In Missouri, we 
collect this information through 
our post-season hunter surveys. 
Each year, we mail surveys to 
thousands of turkey hunters. A 
number of questions are asked on 
the surveys, one of which involves 
determining the number of hunting 
trips that are taken in each county. 
Combining the Telecheck harvest 
records with hunting trip estimates 
allows biologists to determine the 
relationship between the two data 
sources. Establishing this relationship 
is vital to being able to apply this 
monitoring tool. Because hunters 
provide both pieces of information, 
they play a large part in helping to 
monitor wildlife populations.

The third piece of information 
required to implement the population 
monitoring tool can come from 
several sources; however, it is most 
commonly obtained from studying 
wildlife populations and estimating 
their survival rates and harvest rates 
using radio-telemetry. That’s exactly 
where the northern Missouri turkey 
research project comes into play. By 
conducting this research project, 
we are collecting the last piece of 
information needed to incorporate 
this tool into our management 
program. To obtain this information, 
we’ve been radio-tracking adult 
gobblers, jakes, and hens for the past 

three years and will continue to do so 
for two additional years. At the end 
of the project, we’ll have estimated 
annual survival rates for each of these 
types of turkeys, and we’ll also have 
knowledge about what percentage of 
each are harvested during spring and 
fall hunting seasons.

When the project finishes, we’ll 
work with our partners at the 
University of Washington and the 
University of Missouri to develop 
population models for a number 
of Missouri’s regions. We’ll also be 
evaluating whether or not it would 
be beneficial to conduct research in 
other parts of the state to allow us 
to develop models specific to those 
areas. When we’re finished, we’ll have 
a population model for each region, 
and biologists will be able to use these 
models to estimate turkey numbers 
and trends in the population. This 
tool will become the cornerstone of 
how the Conservation Department’s 
Wild Turkey Management Program 
monitors the turkey population in 
the future, and will also be used when 
making decisions about hunting 
regulations. With the advent of these 
population models, this will be the 
first time that biologists will be able 
to estimate turkey population size 
across such large areas; it is certainly 
an exciting time in the history of wild 
turkey management. 

By Tim Schwent

This couldn’t get any better, I thought, as Jeff Beum-
er and I hurried through the knee high wet wheat 
field toward the gobbler we had heard as soon 
as we opened the truck door. And then it did get 
better, a lot better. He was roosted along the creek 
just where Jerry, our Kansas host, had suggested we 
start our hunt. The quest for a Rio Grande gobbler 
had started two years before when Jeff, his sister 
Lisa, and I became reacquainted at a Missouri State 
Chapter Awards Banquet. If you have not followed 
my “Hunting with Walt” odyssey, Jeff ’s father, Walt 
Beumer, and I started our wild turkey grand slam 
efforts along with now NWTF past president and 
national board member Robert “Doc” Dettmer 
back in the 1980s. Walt never completed the slam 
as he passed away from diabetes and heart disease 
in 1997.  Walt was way ahead of his time in the 
NWTF. Today’s “Save the Habitat, Save the Hunt” 

mission could have been patterned after Walt’s ef-
forts in the 1980s and 1990s. Walt became presi-
dent of the Missouri State NWTF Chapter before 
he ever harvested a wild turkey. He was a founding 
member of the Missouri Hunter Education In-
structor’s Association and very active in the Con-
servation Federation of Missouri (CFM). He led 
the charge in educating both youth and adults in 
conservation values, hunter safety and improving 
the resource. Efforts like his and other farsighted 
conservationists are the reason Missouri leads the 
country in hunter recruitment. Walt put his time 
and money where his mouth was as he purchased 
a small farm in the early 1980s and managed it 
for wildlife. His hunting journal shows that more 
people harvested deer and turkey there than did 
Walt himself, but that was the kind of guy he was.

In 2013, the members of a small local chapter in 
Florissant, Missouri where Walt lived during his 
NWTF career, decided to name their chapter after 
him. That event led his children Jeff and Lisa, to 
become more active in chapter functions. Jeff was 
elected president and Lisa JAKES coordinator of 
the renamed “Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter”. 

Walt is most certainly proud of his namesake 
chapter. They have lived up to his example as they 
have now hosted three JAKES events each of which 
has won a National JAKES Award and their Hunt-
ing Heritage Banquet has grown to well over two 
hundred fifty attendees. They are living the NWTF 
Mission by passing along our hunting heritage. 
That first National JAKES Award brought Jeff and 
Lisa to the Missouri Awards Banquet where I in-
vited them to join me on a South Dakota Merriam’s 
hunt to finish dad’s Grand Slam and start one of 
their own. At this stage of my life when I am losing 
more hunting friends (my best friend and hunt-
ing comrade passed away in August) than I gain, 
Jeff and Lisa have added new zest and purpose to 
hunting. Jeff would be the one to complete Walt’s 
slam in South Dakota last year when he harvested 
a young gobbler with only one day left in a bad 
luck trip. Lisa and I would have to stay an extra 
day to harvest our Merriam’s gobblers but we did 
accomplish a triple in that effort. We have, in fact, 
doubled on her first Eastern, Merriam’s and Rio 
Grande gobblers.

A Tool To Guide MDC’s Wild 
Turkey Management Program

Hunting With Walt 
- Chapter Three

continued on page 9

continued on next page



4    Show-Me Gobbler  —  2016

Wheelin Events
Bootheel Boss Gobblers 
Gun Blast — 10-06-16 
Contact: Timothy Schwent 
tjscpa@swbell.net 
(573) 225-3740 
Location: Jackson K Of C Hall 
Hwy 61 North, Jackson, MO 63755

Bollinger County Double Beards 
Gun Bash — 10-13-16 
Contact: Jackie Rowe 
jrowecrna@gmail.com 
(573) 579-9170 
Location: First Baptist Church 
502 Broadway, Marble Hill, MO 63764

River Hills Thunderin’ 
Gun Bash — 10-20-16  
Contact: Rob Sulkowski Jr 
rob.sulkowski@mdc.mo.gov 
(573) 883-9982 
Location: Bloomsdale Knights Of Columbus 
175 Jersey Ln, Bloomsdale, MO 63627

Sho-me Gun Bash — 10-27-16 
Contact: Kevin Hess 
hessmnstr@gmail.com 
(417) 521-7447 
Location: White River Conference Center 
600 Sunshine, Springfield, MO 65802

Jeff and my Kansas hunt did not get off to a very 
good start. We met at Bass Pro Shop in Indepen-
dence, Missouri where my truck broke down and 
we had to finish the trip with all our gear in Jeff ’s 
open bed pickup. We arrived at our motel in a small 
town in central Kansas at 11:30 PM but 5 AM found 
us setting decoys in a mowed area between the tall 
wheat field and the wooded creek edge. You would 
have thought I was a Grand National Turkey Calling 
Champion by the way these birds were responding. 
The first tree yelp brought gobbles from three differ-
ent toms. We eventually heard six or seven separate 
birds gobble and hens were yelping and cutting from 
every direction.  When it got light enough, I did 
three fly down cackles with flapping wings from my 
Primos wing thing and birds started landing on both 
sides of our two Avian X hen decoys. Several hens 
landed so close I thought they would knock over 
the decoys. I could see four adult gobblers strutting 
about 100 yards down the creek edge. Hens were 
too close for me to call any more but it wasn’t un-
necessary anyway as hens were calling everywhere. 
I thought we would surely get busted as the birds 
all moved closer to the decoys. Jeff was breathing 
so heavy that I felt the birds could hear him or even 
see his body moving as he struggled to keep still. 
Eventually the gobblers moved to within forty yards 
of Jeff but somewhat behind a group of small trees. 
Several hens were right in our decoys and three 
had walked within ten feet of us and were getting 
spooky. They began to putt and I told Jeff that he 
should shoot now before it was too late. I could not 
get a clear shot through the trees. Jeff leaned as far 
the right as he could and touched off the shot that 
would bring down a fine Rio gobbler. The beautifully 
colored bird weighed 23 pounds had a 10 inch beard 
and 1 3/16 inch sharp spurs. I have a scar on my 
right hand to prove how just how sharp. I did not get 
to “double” with Jeff as I had with Lisa but this was 
one great hunt regardless.

Pictures, texts across the state and a celebratory 
breakfast took up most of the rest of the morning. 
The plan for the afternoon would have Jeff returning 
to the same spot as the morning hunt. I would set 
up on the edge of a corn field where birds had been 
observed returning to the roost by our host Jerry. I 
had a hen in my decoys just minutes after setting up 
and about half an hour later a lone gobbler would 
cross the field about three hundred yards out headed 
for the roost where Jeff scored that morning. I texted 

Jeff about the gobbler. It turned out that Jeff would 
see him enter the wheat field and breed several hens 
over the next several hours. The scattered flock be-
gan drifting into the roost area as early as 3:30 PM. 
Jeff would see seven long beards and many hens but 
the gobblers largely ignored the decoys until about 
7:30 when two big boys started moving in to investi-
gate the two new hens in the area. A half mile away, 
his shot would bring a smile to my face. I picked up 
the decoys and headed toward him only to become 
confused when I heard a second shot a full five min-
utes or more after the first. 

I saw Jerry’s truck go by on the road as I neared Jeff ’s 
set up spot. The decoys were there but the blind 
was empty and Jeff was gone. I waved Jerry over to 
the creek edge thinking we would be looking for 
a wounded gobbler. Jeff walked out of the woods 
across the small field just as Jerry arrived. He related 
that the two gobblers moved right in to his decoys. 
He had closed most of the windows in the blind and 
had to lean on the folding bag chair to get his gun 
on the birds. He claims that the chair broke and col-
lapsed just as he shot causing him to miss the bird 

completely. I asked about the second shot. “That 
stupid bird ran off after I shot then came back to the 
decoys again”, he explained, “and just as I moved 
to shoot him the second time, he spooked and flew 
toward the roost”. “I didn’t get on him well enough 
in the blind and missed him again.” Now you know 
as an older “mentor hunter”, I consoled him and 
told him that could have happened to anyone. Yeh, 
right!!! No, I gave him seven kinds of hell just like 
his dad would have. Jerry and I had fun with him 
throughout the evening dinner at the local Pizza 
Hut.  

Jerry, however, had good news. He had roosted 
several birds on another property about two miles 
north of the one we had hunted that day. Jeff insisted 
that I choose where I would hunt in the morning. 
We drove to the north property and were able to 
get the roosted gobblers to sound off to a coyote 
howl. In spite of that success, I elected to hunt the 
south property where Jeff had his morning glory 
and evening defeat. In our motel that evening Jeff 
asked a favor. Seems he had only brought four shells 
with him to Kansas. Since he never misses, that 
would be plenty for the two bird limit.  I did lend 
him a box of shells but only after a few more good 
natured jibs. My morning story is short. The birds 
were still there but on the other side of the creek. I 
heard at least six gobblers and was able to keep two 
of them responding until an hour after fly down but 
they eventually went the opposite way from my set 
up with the rest of the flock. Jeff and Jerry set up on 
the birds Jerry had roosted the evening before and 
had them answer Jeff ’s morning calls, The flock hit 
the ground about 150 yards from their set up but 
then worked beautifully right into the decoys. Not to 
be out done by his sister and me, Jeff doubled with 
Jerry on a pair of aggressive two year olds after they 
beat up on Jeff ’s jake decoy. These birds were beat 
up themselves. One only had three tail feathers. You 
won’t be able to beat the smile off Jeff ’s face for years 
after this great hunt. He did bring enough shells 
after all. Now that both of Walt’s children have three 
quarters of their slam, I guess a trip to Florida is in 
the future. Jeff, Lisa and I are doing our part to “Save 
the Hunt” as Walt would have wanted. As for me, I 
am honored they have let me be part of the “Beumer 
Hunting Heritage”.  

Tim Schwent is an NWTF District Director 
in Southern Missouri, a member of the 

Missouri NWTF State Board and of the 
Bootheel Boss Gobblers local chapter.  

Jeff Beumer and his Rio.

Hunting With Walt...  continued from page 3
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On 7/11/16 several of the representatives of the 
agencies and organizations that agreed to partner in 
a grant designed to expand feral hog control capa-
bilities in Missouri met in Piedmont. The group was 
updated on the efforts by coordinator Mark McClain 
and took part in the unveiling of one of the tools that 
the grant helped provide. After being contacted by a 
frustrated landowner experiencing significant dam-
age to his bean and hay fields, a remotely operated 
Boar Buster feral hog trap was deployed and within 4 
hours, 11 hogs were captured and removed from the 
site. 

The feral hog is an extremely destructive invasive 
species that has unfortunately been expanding its’ 
range in Missouri in recent years. This expansion is 
partially due to the behavior and biology of the ani-
mal and the rugged and remote nature of the Ozark 
landscape. However, expansion has also come about 
as a result of the misguided efforts of those wanting 
hog populations to grow and assisting their dispersal 
and expansion by trapping and relocating them.  

The grant that we partnered with MDC, Quail For-
ever, Quality Deer Management Association, Quail 
and Upland Wildlife Federation, Missouri Corn 
Growers Association, Missouri Soybean Association, 
Missouri Pork Association, Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association, Missouri Agribusiness Association, 
Missouri Conservation Heritage Foundation, and 
Missouri Farmers Association during this last super 
fund grant cycle will help improve MDC’s capabil-
ity of reducing feral hog populations to manageable 
levels. However, it is also our responsibility as conser-
vationists to educate as many as we can about the real 

threat that feral hogs pose to our natural systems and 
native flora and fauna. The recent regulations enacted 
that have eliminated the ability to hunt hogs on MDC 
owned lands have angered many. Although this seems 
counter intuitive with some labeling it as an over-
reach, this was deemed a necessary step in trying to 
get feral hog populations under control before it is 
too late. MDC is a model agency that does not take 
lightly its’ responsibility to protect and manage the 
fish, forests, and wildlife, of our state. Every regula-
tion that is enacted is based upon sound science and 
a desire to facilitate and provide opportunity for all 
citizens to use, enjoy, and learn about these resources. 

The goal is not to manage feral hog populations; the 
goal is to eliminate them. To have the greatest chance 
of accomplishing this goal, a variety of nontraditional 
techniques need to be implemented. A variety of 

traps and trapping techniques combined with night 
vision technology, aerial gunning, and others will 
be necessary to have a measurable impact on this 
growing menace. Recreational hunting feral hogs gets 
a few here and there but hogs respond quickly and 
negatively to hunting pressure and this often negates 
the efforts that take time to develop but remove entire 
sounders once implemented. Therefore, we need to 
support the recommendations of the profession-
als and follow their lead.  If you know of folks that 
are moving pigs around or interfering with trapping 
efforts, or are sympathetic to those that are, try to 
educate them. If that fails, do not look the other way. 
What they are doing is a real threat to our precious 
resources and should not be tolerated any more than 
poaching. 

Left to right: Brother of landowner Rodger Rose, landowner David Rose and his grandson, MDC Agricultural Liaison Brent Vandeloecht, 
Missouri Farmers Association Intern Sam Turner, MFA Director of Agronomy Jason Weirich, Darrick Steen of the Corn and Soybean Growers 
Associations, MDC Southeast Regional Supervisor for Private Lands Services Tony Jaco, NWTF Regional Biologist John Burk, and President 
Elect of the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association Butch Meier stand in front of the newest in hog trapping technology; the remotely operated 
Boar Buster corral drop trap. 

Increased Feral 
Hog Control 
Efforts Underway

The Bunt Cumbea Chapter also hosted a mentored turkey hunting opportunity 
during the 2016 youth season where 12 hunters spent the day with family and 
mentors from the Bunt Cumbea National Wild Turkey Federation and 6th Day 
Creation Outdoors searching for the elusive birds.  While all came up empty-hand-
ed, they learned a lot and now have a greater appreciation for the outdoors.

Tim Howe, youth pastor for the Heritage Baptist Church in Lebanon, gave the 
devotion and the group met and enjoyed lunch and the swapping of stories.  The 
Bunt Cumbea Chapter is doing their part to Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. by 
hosting hunts like this as well as future hunts planned, including hosting their 
third year of the 3 year, statewide, cooperative  mentored dove hunting program as 
well as an organized youth deer hunt.

Pictured are some of the Bunt Cumbea mentors and 
hunters.

Bunt Cumbea Chapter Jakes Day and Youth Turkey Hunt

The Bunt Cumbea Chapter held it’s JAKES event on Saturday, April 2, 2016.  Approximately 120 youth were able to shoot skeet, pellet guns, pattern a 
shotgun, learn about animal ID and the basics of turkey calling.  6th Day Creations Outdoors was there to give the youth an opportunity to try their hand 
at bowfishing.  
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Savannah Millburn with her Green Hills Chapter 
award check.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Scholarship Winners

January 16, 2016 was the evening of the 14th annual Current River Callers & Jacks Fork JAKES NWTF 
Heritage Banquet and Auction held at Winona.   As part of the NWTF’s outreach program a $300.00 
scholarship is awarded to a local area senior applicant.  The Current River Callers adds an additional 
$200 to make the scholarship total $500.  Tori McAfee, daughter of Troy and Margaret McAfee was 
the deserving senior this year.  Tori has been active in NWTF since she was 8 years old.  First as a JAKE, 
then an Xtreme JAKE, and somewhere along the way a committee member.  Pictured above presenting 
Tori her $500 scholarship is Co-Chairman David Adams.  Thank you Tori for your contributions to the 
club and we encourage you to succeed in your college endeavors and continue being an avid hunter, 
outdoorsman, and committee member.

Every year, your state chapter provides funding for every chapter in Missouri 
to award a $300 scholarship to a student in their area. In addition, some chap-
ters use money from outside raffles and donations to augment their scholarship 
amount or provide additional scholarships. In 2016 we will award 68. In addi-
tion, the state chapter provides $1,000-$2,000 on top of the $300 to the top 4 
scoring applicants. This year Stephanie Jansen submitted by the Bootheel Boss 
Gobblers was the 4th runner up, Rachel Veenstra submitted by the David Blan-
ton Memorial Chapter was the 3rd runner up, D. Cole Diggins submitted by 
the Muddy Creek Gobblers Chapter took second, and Kristen Pagliai submit-
ted by the Kirksville Ridge Runners came in first. The state winner then went 
on to compete for the $10,000 national scholarship. Although Kristen did not 
win the national scholarship she was in the final cut and Missouri candidates 
have always ranked high. Missouri students have won the national scholarship 
3 times; more than any other state.  

Samantha Anthony and Grand River Gobblers 
Committee Member Jim Shipers.

Madison Young with her Laclede County Bunt 
Cumbea Chapter Scholarship check.

Colton VonThun and Matt Albers Receiving 
checks at the Salt River Sharpspurs Banquet.

Morgan Hetrick and Hannah Henderson receiving 
their checks from State Fair Strutters President 
Chuck Mattingly. 

Grant Vollrath and Jakes Esser with Cooper 
County Limbhangers Member Gene Walje

Madison TenEyck with Lewis County Strutters 
Chapter President Ron Richardson.

Emily Mattson with Gentry County Gobblers 
Chapter President Mitch Holtman.

Ashton Attaberry with her Laclede County Bunt 
Cumbea Chapter Scholarship check.

Sadie Roy with dad and Green Hills Chapter 
President Scott.
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The Governors Youth Turkey Hunt has been a very successful event over 
the last 7 years and serves both as a celebration of Missouri’s leading role in 
providing outdoor recreational opportunity as well as recruiting and retain-
ing additional outdoor enthusiasts.  This hunt is a cooperative effort between 
Governor Jay Nixon, the Conservation Federation of Missouri, National Wild 
Turkey Federation, the Missouri Department of Conservation, and elected of-
ficials from the capitol. Special thanks go to the landowners and guides, most of 
whom are our members; without you, this event would not be possible! 

The goal of this mentored hunting program is to enable youths ages 11 to 15 
and their guardians’ access to the spice of life that we all know hunting provides 
in our lives. Mentored hunts take our popular outreach programs to the next 
level providing a hands-on hunting experience that will ideally complete the 
hunter creation circle. Mentored hunts also play heavily into the achievement 
of Missouri’s portion of the 1.5 million hunters that we will create over the next 
10 years. The two major ways that hunters will be created is through Hunter 

Safety Program expansion and mentored hunts. Based upon national statistics, 
60% of Hunter Safety graduates go on to hunt; therefore, we will count 60% of 
the graduates taught by our members. These numbers can be queried through 
the MDC State Hunter Safety Coordinator. However, the only way we can tally 
the number of hunters created through mentored hunts carried out by our vol-
unteers is if they are reported by those individuals that provide them. 

I know that we created 16 new hunters through our Governors’ Youth Tur-
key Hunt this past spring, with 12 of the 16 harvesting birds, and these were 
recorded as part of our total. However, I also know that our members provided 
similar opportunities to youths across the state this past April 9th and 10th as 
well as many more April 18th through May 8th. Please help us achieve our Save 
the Hunt goals by taking a minute or two to fill out one of our Hunter Recruit-
ment Reporting Forms. These forms and reporting instructions can be found at 
http://www.monwtf.org/news/. 

8th Annual Governor’s Youth Hunt a BIG Success!

Pictured from L to R: Ernie Campbell, Benny Williams, Austin Fonda, Walt Hutton (Laclede Co. Conservation Agent), Nick Nichols, and state board member Stan O’Daniel.  

Volunteer Hunter 
Education Instructors 
are the driving force 
behind the success of 
the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conserva-
tion’s Hunter Educa-
tion Program.  When 
our members teach 
these classes they also 
contribute significantly 
to our hunter recruit-
ment, retention, and 
reactivation goals 
established under the 
Save the Habitat. Save 
the Hunt. strategic 

plan. The Laclede 
County instructors 
pictured here were 
recently presented with 
appreciation awards 
for their dedication 
and service to the 
citizens of Missouri 
and the Department 
of Conservation.  
Together, they have 
volunteered over 2,800 
hours teaching thou-
sands of hunters how 
to handle firearms 
safely as well as hunt 
legally and ethically.  

Volunteering Always Makes A Difference

Top row left to right: Tommy Voss and dad Steven, Jordan Tallman, Pierce Ford with guide Bruce Sass-
mann, bottom row left to right: Brandon Hawkins with guide Stan Kloeppel, grandson of landowner 
Rudi Roeslein Brenden Sneed, Rudi Roeslein, Chris Brown and guide Conservation Federation of Mis-
souri Executive Director Brandon Butler.

Top row left to right: Lucas Wright, Amelia Stevens, Dean Wright’s birds approaching, Hannah Mauchen-
heimer, bottom row left to right: Dean Wright with cousin Lucas, Sara Schenk with dad Terry, Macie 
Jungmann, Shawn Burleigh.
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by Brent Vandeloechet

The Chariton County Full Stutter’s Chapter of 
NWTF partnered with the Land Learning Founda-
tion to host a youth turkey clinic on April 2, 2016 
at Michael and Jeff Quinn’s hunting cabin north 
of Rothville.  42 future hunters attended this event 
in which participants completed 5 (30 minute) 
stations over the course of the day.  In addition 
to learning about turkeys, their habits, and hunt-
ing techniques, participants got to try their hand 
at shooting, calling, and selecting safe and proper 
hunting set-ups.  Tree stand safety was also pro-

vided with participants trying a safety harness and 
actually climbing into a stand.

 Generous contributors to this event made it 
possible for each new hunter to take home a turkey 
call, and by drawing door prizes all the kids took 
home either a cap, decoy, backpack, or other mis-
cellaneous turkey hunting equipment donated by 
our generous sponsors. The Chariton Full Stutter’s 
also provided two Lifetime Hunting Permits by 
random drawing to Zane McCauslin and Veronica 
Vaughn through our Scott Callighan Memorial 
Lifetime Permit Fund.  This fund was set up as a 

memorial contribution by Kenny and Tena Cal-
lighan when they lost their son, and our dear friend 
in a car wreck about three years ago.

The following contributors made this event possi-
ble. Rogers Sporting Goods-Liberty, MidwayUSA-
Columbia,  Bass Pro Shop-Columbia, Orscheln’s 
of Brookfield, Walmart of Brookfield, Michael and 
Jeffery Quinn, Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion, Yellow Creek Gobblers, Chariton River Full 
Stutters, Anthony Eddy Enterprises, and The Land 
Learning Foundation.

Chariton River Full Strutters Chapter 
Hold Youth Turkey Hunting Clinic

Veronica Vaughn and Zane McCauslin were the big door prize winners, both took home MO lifetime hunting permits! MDC’s Rick Falconer discusses decoys, blinds and turkey hunting equipment with some our new 
hunters. Conservation Agent Ken Polley discussed the proper way to cross a fence during a Safety Trail exercise.

His boredom disappeared when the gobbler and 
a jake followed the hens into the field five hundred 
yards from us. The old boy was in full strut and 
stayed that way the whole time we watched him. I 
called very little ,and very soft, and the hens began 
working our way. In just a few minutes, one of the 
hens faded back into the woods where they came 
into the field, another marched right up the pasture, 
and went into the woods behind us. The third hen 
crossed the field, and went into the woods on the 
other side. The final hen, the gobbler, and the jake 
continued moving toward us until they were about 
60 yards out when they  turned to head out of the 
field to the west.   I hit the hen hard with some loud 
yelps and cuts. She jerked her head up, cut back at 
us and walked right into the decoys to confront that 
boisterous hen. The gobbler soon followed.

I had planned on getting this hunt on film and 
had a “Tacticam” camera on the barrel of the 20 
gauge. I had it sticking out of the blind next to the 
Winchester SX2 Luke would shoot. I asked Luke if 
he had the red dot on the turkey’s neck just below 
his head like we had done on the paper targets. He 
said yes, and I took the safety off the gun which was 
set up on the Caldwell Field Pod just like we had 
practiced. I told him to shoot the bird when he was 
ready, but I did not realize that during the process 
of coaching him, I had let the camera slip behind 
the fabric of the blind. The camera did record the 

sound of the gun’s roar, followed by Luke’s “ouch”, 
then grandpa’s excited “you got him”. Then Luke gets 
excited saying “he is still jumping around out there, 
Grandpa”. I assure him that the flopping is normal 
and then get the camera back on the subject. 

When the tom is finally still, we exit the blind to 
find the beautiful gobbler lying on his belly. The 
beard is long, over eleven inches. The spurs which 
elicited my gasp were 1 3/8 inch long, and it weighed 
over nineteen pounds. My best Missouri bird only 
had 1 ¼ inch spurs. Luke’s bird would score bet-
ter than any turkey I have taken in Missouri. He is 
somewhat perplexed about my excitement over the 
bird, but then again, I would probably have been just 
as excited had he shot the jake. Luke began to see 
the significance of his bird after we stopped to show 
it off to several friends on the way home. His brother 
Matthew was as or more excited about the bird. He 
is now talking about his turn to hunt turkeys with 
grandpa next year. Luke’s father asked him if Grand-
pa’s big gun hurt when he shot the gobbler. He said, 
“Yes it hurt a little, but it was worth it”.

I decided to have Luke’s bird mounted by Mike 
Goodwin of Southeast Taxidermy in Jackson. If 
he does become my hunting buddy in the future, 
he will one day realize his accomplishment. As we 
drove home from the hunt, I asked Luke what he 
thought about that gobbler turning back to walk to 
us after I had called to the hen. He did not comment 
on our luck, or on Grandpa’s expert calling abili-

ties. He said “I guess God just wanted me to kill that 
turkey”. Perhaps, however, God had a little help from 
one of our “Heroes” who was no doubt watching his 
great grandson’s hunt. The Schwent hunting heritage 
began with my father, Stanley. He introduced my 
brothers and me to hunting rabbits, quail, squir-
rel and ducks. Dad was not only our hero, but one 
of those unsung public servants in his community. 
A full time job and hunting still left time for him 
to serve as a volunteer fireman in Ste. Genevieve, 
Missouri. In 1978 while fighting a fire in the local 
nursing home, he was overcome and perished from 
smoke inhalation while assisting in the rescue of 
one of the nursing home residents. He never got 
to hunt with a grandchild but his hunting heritage 
lives on through his sons, grandchildren, and now 
great grandchildren. I realize how blessed I am to 
have shared that hunt with my grandson. One of my 
friends put it best when texted, “The only thing bet-
ter than hunting with Grandpa, is Grandpa hunting 
with his grandson”. 

Only time will tell if I have passed the Schwent 
hunting passion to Luke. If so, then this was one 
more small step in the effort to “Save the Hunt” for 
our children, and grandchildren. If you have never 
taken a kid hunting, you are missing one of the most 
enjoyable aspects of our sport. I will never forget 
Bill’s first turkey either. If you don’t have children of 
your own, take a relative, or a friend. To quote my 
grandson, “it’s worth it”. 

Does The “Passion”...   continued from page 1
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Missourians continually demonstrate how much they value the fish, forests, 
and wildlife of our state. We also appreciate the system that we helped put 
in place to make sure that these treasured resources are well cared for from 
the agency that manages them using the best available scientific information 
to the funding mechanism that enables recommendations to hit the ground.  
Each Missourian contributes to conservation through the sales tax that pays 
for about 60% of the conservation bill while most of the rest comes out of the 
pockets of hunters through license fees and additional self- imposed taxes 
on sporting arms, ammunition, and archery equipment. We all benefit from 
healthy natural systems but hunters should be considered conservation hero’s 
because they pay a significant amount of the conservation tab. Hunters are will-
ing to do this  because most of us could probably not fathom their lives without 
these priceless experiences. Talk to any hunter and I bet it will become immedi-
ately apparent that hunting is not something they do its’ something they are. 

Hunting provides a unique outdoor experience that often includes hiking, 
enjoying the sights, sounds, and smells and spending quality time with friends 
and family appreciating wild things and wild places. Hunting also provides the 
excitement and anticipation similar to athletic competition including adrenalin 
surging, heart pounding moments that can only be experienced to be truly ap-
preciated. Another unique benefit to hunting is the bonus of providing yourself 
and your family with high quality, healthy, and delicious meals. 

If you have never hunted before, but think it sounds like something you 
might want to give a try, the National Wild Tur-
key Federation (NWTF) in partnership with Quail 
Forever (QF), the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC), Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation 
(QUWF), the Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF), 
and private landowners ,will provide mentored dove 
hunting opportunities for first time hunters on 12 
fields primarily located on private land across the 
state. 

The NWTF initiated this effort as part of its’ Save 
the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 10  year plan. This plan, 
nationally, calls for the conservation and enhance-

ment of 4 million acres, the creation of 1.5 million hunters, and to provide 
access to an additional 500,000 acres for hunting. This mentored hunting pro-
gram will touch all 3 bases and will rely heavily upon partnerships to achieve 
these goals. This opportunity will be made possible by funding from the NWTF 
and MDC for the seed, fertilizer, weed control, and contracting for the instal-
lation of 12 fields totaling 108 acres and QF helped locate 5 of the fields and 
did the installation on those. MPF is using the sunflowers to convert 10 acres 
of fescue on a recent acquisition to native warm season grass and will provide 
hunting access as part of the conversion process. All of the partners will co-
operate in getting the word out and providing mentors for a safe, high quality 
hunting experience. 

There will be 3 hunts offered on each field including opening day (9/1/16), 
then two other days that will be determined by participating landowners of the 
individual fields, but will likely be Saturdays including September 3. Each field 
will be limited to 2 hunter/mentor pairs per acre to maximize safety, and pro-
vide a quality experience. Priority will be given to anyone 11 and older that is 
trying hunting for the first time. Second priority will be given to new migratory 
bird hunters and youths 11-15. 

If you think hunting is something that you’d like to give a try, you won’t need 
to bring anything with you but the desire to learn something new. Since there 
will be mentors assigned to each inexperienced participant, there is no require-
ment to attend a workshop prior to applying for a hunt. However, if you have 
no prior hunting experience it is highly recommended that you attend a hunter 
education course or a dove workshop. Hunter education will provide complete 
and detailed instruction on hunter safety and workshops will provide basic 
hunter safety in addition to learning about dove biology and management, the 
importance of hunters and hunting, and attendees will have the opportunity to 
practice shooting a shotgun.  

Field locations include: Paris area, Kahoka area, Joplin area, Marceline area, 
Washington area, Chillicothe area, Mokane area, Cape Girardeau area, Lynch-
burg area, St. Genevieve area, Pittsburg area, and Rolla area. Field assignments 
will be determined on a first come first served basis. If there are spaces available 
on any field for any of the days offered, first time hunters will have the opportu-
nity to attend multiple hunts.

Do You Want To Try Something Life Changing?

Dove hunting is a great way to introduce new hunters to the great outdoors.

For application information refer to the following links: www.monwtf.org, www.confedmo.org/cfm2/, 
www.missouripfqf.org/, www.moprairie.org/ 

Dove Hunt Sign-up Link: http://tinyurl.com/nuv6gos

Dove Workshop Sign-up link:  (Most workshops are populated here as they come online) 
http://mdc.mo.gov/events

Hunter Education Registration: http://www.register-ed.com/programs/missouri

You can also contact John Burk at 573-676-5994 or e-mail at jburk@nwtf.net  or Elsa Gallagher at 660-
277-3647 or e-mail at EGallagher@quailforever.org.

This effort would not be possible without the 
involvement of several of our partners which 
include the University of Missouri, the University 
of Washington, and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation (NWTF). Also critical to the success of 
the project are the hundreds of private landowners 
that have granted us access to their properties so 
we may conduct our research; for their support, 
we are extremely grateful. Grants from the George 
Clark Missouri State Chapter of the NWTF have 
helped fund the project. Additionally, funding 
has been provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service Wildlife Restoration Program and by the 
Conservation Department. The project is truly a 
team effort.

It’s still summer as I write this, but we’re already 
gearing up for our fourth winter field season. We’ll 
be hiring another crew of research technicians to 
capture turkeys this winter, purchasing supplies, 
and contacting private landowners in the hopes 
of getting access to their farms to band turkeys 
this winter. We’re always looking for additional 
properties on which to band turkeys, so if you 
have land in Putnam, Schuyler, Monroe, or Marion 

Counties and want to be a part of the project, please 
let me know (Jason.Isabelle@mdc.mo.gov or 573-
815-7901, ext. 2902). All of the turkeys that we 
band are released back onto the farms where we 
capture them. If a hunter should happen to harvest a 
banded turkey, they simply call the toll-free number 
of the bird’s leg band to report their harvest. We’ve 
developed great relationships with the landowners 
that we’ve worked with the past several years and 
will continue to do so for the remaining two years 
of the project. Your support is critical to our success 
and is greatly appreciated.

A Tool To Guide...  continued from page 3
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I am NWTF’s new Cooperative Forester in south-
east Missouri.  I have received a warm welcome 
from my new colleagues and the members I have 
met so far.  As such, I would like to take a moment 
and introduce myself and discuss the programs I 
will be helping to administer.  These programs may 
benefit you as a landowner.

Southeast Missouri is a place where 
I am deeply connected as I was raised 
hunting, hiking, and fishing in the 
Ozarks.  I recently completed a Masters 
of Natural Science degree at Southeast 
Missouri State University, an endeavor 
that limited the amount of time I was 
able to spend outside with a fishing 
pole or shotgun in hand.  Now, I am 
extremely excited to be returning to the 
landscape I still call home.  In doing so, 
I will be using my knowledge of natural 
resource management to help promote, 
enhance, and create wildlife habitat on 
both public and private lands.

My position, NWTF Cooperative Forester, is a 
new one aimed at contributing to the goal of con-
serving and enhancing 4 million acres of habitat 
through NWTF’s “Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.” 
initiative.  To accomplish this goal, NWTF has 
divided the country into 6 priority landscapes that 
contain a total of 87 focal landscapes.  I will spend 
most of my time in the Southeast Missouri Focal 
Landscape where I will help conserve and enhance 
upland habitat on both public and private lands.  I 
will be working in partnership with two federal 
agencies: the US Forest Service (USFS) to develop 
stewardship plans and implement habitat manage-
ment for the Mark Twain National Forest, and I 
will work with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) to help promote voluntary habitat 
incentive programs for private landowners.

In Missouri, our forested landscapes have change 
dramatically over the last 200 years.  Stands of 
long-lived white oaks and shortleaf pines have 

been replaced by red/black oaks and hickory.  Fire 
suppression has also allowed our forested areas to 
become very dense.  As we develop new stewardship 
plans for the Mark Twain National Forest, we will 
be looking to restore stands of white oaks and pines 
as well as an open understory dominated by non-
woody plants.  Well planned logging activities and 
prescribed fires will be keys in accomplishing these 

goals and provide diverse forest stands 
that yield more deer, turkey, and other 
desirable wildlife species.

In addition to the proposed habitat 
improvements on public lands like the 
Mark Twain National Forest, private lands 
can also contribute to landscape-level 
conservation.  The NRCS administers 
voluntary habitat incentive programs to 
help interested landowners develop and 
maintain quality habitat areas.  They offer 
programs for a variety of habitat types.  
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

pays landowners to establish and maintain grass-
lands important for upland birds and to plant trees 
in environmentally sensitive areas.  The Wetland 
Reserve Easement Program (WRE) purchases ease-
ments on private properties to develop early succes-
sional wetlands.  Finally, the Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) is a program designed to 
help landowners interested in making habitat quality 
improvements by providing financial assistance for 
applying management practices.

EQIP is a flexible program that allows landowners 
to realize their goals of improving wildlife habitat, 
forest stand quality, and/or outdoor recreational use 
of their properties.  By enrolling in EQIP, Missouri 
forest landowners will be contributing to the overall 
health of our forests, improving and maintaining 
water and air quality, and the persistence of impor-
tant species, like the wild turkey.

There are two programs in southeast Missouri 
that are promoting EQIP enrollment: the Restoring 
Glades and Woodlands initiative and the Missouri 

Ozark Highland Restoration Partnership.  Landown-
ers interested in enrolling in these programs will 
begin by working with a Technical Service Provider 
(TSP) to develop a Forest Management Plan (FMP) 
if they do not have one already.  An FMP will be the 
basis for the NRCS contract and the payments that 
will be made to help cover the cost of the manage-
ment practices.  When the FMP is being developed, 
it will be important for the landowner to state what 
their goals are for the property.  The intended use 
of the property will drive the management practices 
written into the FMP.  Once a FMP is developed, the 
landowner can apply for EQIP at their local NRCS 
office.  Once the contract is approved, landowners 
can begin making habitat improvements.

I am excited to be stepping into my position with 
NWTF.  Not only does it allow me to return to the 
place I call home, but it will also allow me to play a 
key role in important resource management practic-
es across southeast Missouri.  For me, working with 
private landowners will be a job perk.  I know from 
experience that private lands in Missouri provide 
exciting opportunities.  Through EQIP, landown-
ers can bring those special parts of their properties 
to life while continuing to utilize them for timber 
harvest, hunting, and other prospects.  Thanks to 
NWTF’s partnership with NRCS, I will be able to 
help landowners conserve and enhance the resourc-
es on their lands.  I am looking forward to this!

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
programs I talked about, you can contact your local 
NRCS office or myself to learn more.

You can look up your local NRCS office at the 
following website: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/
locator/app

See you in the woods,

Chad Doolen 
NWTF Cooperative Forester 

cdoolen@nwtf.net 
(573) 270-0316

In the Woods: a New NWTF Employee in Missouri

Chad Doolen

The Green Hills Chapter of the NWTF hosted back to back events the first 
weekend of June.   On Saturday June 4 the annual JAKES DAY was held in 
conjunction with the Trenton Police Department’s 3rd annual Cops and Bobbers 
kid’s fishing.  The local chapter provided archery and tomahawk throwing as well 
as lunch for over 100 kids and parents.  This partnership has greatly expanded 
outreach and attendance for both events.  Then on Sunday June 5 the Green Hills 

Chapter hosted a Wheelin’ Sportsman’s fishing event for the local Friends and 
Families of the Developmentally Disabled organization.  30 participants kept 6 
chapter volunteers and 8 chaperons busy baiting, casting and unhooking fish for 
the afternoon.  Afterwards the group was treated to a cookout and door prizes.  
Both events were held at the North Central MO College Barton Farm campus 
south of Trenton.  

Green Hills Chapter Actively Supports the NWTF Mission
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Share your outdoor experiences with your NWTF peers, PLEASE submit them to 
John Burk at jburk@nwtf.net with a brief photo description and they will be 

considered for the harvest page section of your Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

Hunter Bussard, and his youth hunt bird from 
spring 2016.  His bird weighed 26lbs, had a 
10” beard, and 1 1/4” spurs.  He’s now 3-3 in 3 
seasons.

Sadie Roy (daughter of District Director Scott) 
with her 2016 bird.

Lake of the Ozarks NWTF chapter - Nick Heisler, 
Matt Smith and Kurt Heisler all with there  Mis-
souri turkeys 2016

Caleb Schultz admiring cousin Noah’s 2016 bird.

Braydon Logsdon of Lewis County Strutters with 
his 2016 gobbler.

State board member Jay Herring (left) with 
friends on a successful 2016 KS outing.

Logan Brown of Charleston with his first deer.

Youngs Creek Strutters Committee Member Eddie 
Schultz with one of his 2016 birds.

Dean Bauman and Kim Lagomarsino of the River 
Hills Thundering Gobblers with one of the birds 
that helped her complete her Grand Slam.

Caleb Shultz (son of Youngs Creek Strutters 
Chapter Leader Eddie) with his first turkey and a 
face that says it all!

Isabelle Murphy (daughter of MDC Private Lands 
Conservationist John) with a fine 2016 gobbler.

Zach Neal poses with his first turkey and Current 
River Caller Member and guide Nick Zaczek.

Wendy Riggs with her 2016 harvest.

Previous Conservation Commissioner Don John-
son with his 2016 bird.
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Kim Lagomarsino and Dean Bauman and with another pair of their 2016 birds.


