
Dear International Affiliate Partners, 

 Greetings from Habitat for Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley in Longmont, Colorado. We 

are honored to be working in partnership with you to provide housing  to those in need in 

your respective countries. Although there are differences in our cultures, languages and geog-

raphy our community here in the St. Vrain Valley feels like we have one purpose in seeing a 

world (from Longmont to Paraguay to Lesotho to Cambodia to Armenia and back to Long-

mont) where everyone has a decent place to call home. We pray your continued hard work, 

your ingenuity, your care and your determination will continue to make the world a better 

place. We hope that you are as blessed by the partnership as we are.  

 As we end this year I wanted to reflect on some of the outstanding work that we have 

done together and hope that it will inspire new and creative endeavors for the future.  The 

following pages contain just small samplings of what we are doing together. If you have any 

questions about the activities I would encourage you to contact me or the country director of 

each of the four affiliates.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Շնորհավոր Նոր Տարի 
 រីករាយឆ្ន ាំថ្ម ី

Mahlohonolo a selemo se secha 

Feliz Año Nuevo 



Most recently our affiliate took a group of 20 community members to visit our partners in Siam Reap, Cam-

bodia. 14 members had never served with Habitat internationally and 10 had never been  involved with Habi-

tat at all. Why is this significant? As you all have seen being a part of a Global Village team is a life changing 

experience. When we take new members of our community on such a significant trip we create life-long Hab-

itat supporters. As we increase our support here in our local area that spills over into support for all of our 

partner affiliates. I am grateful for the fantastic job that Habitat Cambodia did in hosting us and creating that 

significant experience for our volunteers.  While in Siam Reap we were able to better understand the great 

work that they are doing. I was impressed with their water program and their new brick machines, two in-

spiring ideas which I hope will be able to be duplicated in other areas around the world.  

 

A few months earlier, in September of this year, we were able to send one of our International Development 

Committee members, Amy Freebairn, on a delegation to Maseru, Lesotho. Amy was saddened by the ex-

tremely high HIV/AIDS rate in Lesotho and inspired by Habitat Lesotho’s  work on behalf of the orphaned 

children. She was able to help build a home for 7 year old Mosiuoa and his family. Habitat Lesotho has done 

great work in the area of land tenure and community training to ensure that the orphaned children will in-

herit the house and land and thus always have a stable place to call home.  

 



In May we were pleased to host Luiza Vardanyan and Seda Arzumanyan from Habitat Armenia. Their visit to 

Colorado allowed us an opportunity to have an audience with an influential Armenian group in Colorado 

called the Armenians of Colorado. This presentation helped us to connect with a group we might otherwise 

not have known. It was a pleasure to introduce Luiza and Seda to multiple groups of people and to host a din-

ner at our state conference, enabling them to share with more Habitat affiliates. We were also able take 

them to the Armenian Genocide Memorial in Denver. Our trip to Armenia in August of 2015 was an amazing 

experience, allowing members of our community to see what post–Soviet challenges Armenia is facing. It was 

incredibly moving to have  one of our team members whose family escaped the genocide return for the first 

time to his homeland. What a fabulous way to introduce new people to Habitat’s work. 
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We are gearing up for our 2017 Global Village trip to Paraguay. I already have so many inquires about the 

trip. We are excited to return to Paraguay to reconnect with the team that visited us in 2015. Habitat Para-

guay was able to bring 15 Paraguayans on a Global Village trip to Longmont  to help us with our flood repair 

work.  Hosting an international team at our own affiliate helped to increase our understanding of what it 

takes to pull off hosting a team and we thank each of our partner affiliates for the work you do when we 

come. We hope to reinforce the great work that the Paraguay team members have been doing since they 

returned to their own communities, places of business 

and schools on behalf of Habitat Paraguay.  

 

 

 

Lastly there are other events that we have done annually  and will continue to do,  including our participation 

in the Front Range Film Festival. Each year we have hosted a special international film highlighting one of our 

partner countries in this Colorado-based film festival. This year we look forward to showing not just a Para-

guayan film but a documentary filmed by two of our team members to Cambodia. The young film makers  are 

producing a short film about Cambodia and the family we worked with. When complete we will be able to 

use it to promote Hab-

itat’s work and share 

it with Cambodia to 

do the same.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you again for all of your work as we continue to look forward to 2017 in Partnership.  

Sincerely, 

Julie Gallegos 

Director of International Development at Habitat for Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley  


